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members will reglise, when we reach the
stage of having proper representation in
local government elections, the Local Gov-
ernment Assoclation will be changed from
a Liberal club to a truly representative
ciub.

In conclusion I refer back to the issue
on which I spoke at the outset of my
speech. The main reason I rose to my
feet tonight was to speak on the subject
of education. Once again I say that I have
no regrets in having made the assertion
I did make, because I want the Minister
gnd the department to have every oppor-
tunity to show the members of this House
and the public that they know where they
are going, and that they are dealing with
matiers in their right priority and so
tell the people what is happening. I
therefore sincerely hope the Minister will
take notice of the remarks I have made.

M2 GREWAR (Roe) [8.52 pm.]l: Mr
Speaker, I wish to join with my fellow
members in congratulating you on your
promotion to your high office. Your im-
partiality has already been clearly dem-
onstrated.

My congratulations are also extended to
members elected to the Parliament on both
sides of the House, to the Premier and
Cahinet, to the Leader of the Opposition
and his shadow Ministers. I trust that this
Parliament, regardless of different ideol-
ogies of the parties, will achieve much for
the good of Western Australia.

We are all here because of our beliefs,
and our desire to implement changes
for the good of the people of this greai
State.

1 have grown up in the free enterprise
system and believe in ift. It is a system
whieh has developed this country to the
status of a great nation. To me it repre-
sents the rights of the individual to free-
dom, justice and self fulfilment. I will
chellenge any system of Government that
takes away these rights.

1 wish recorded my appreciation of the
former member for Roe (Mr ]_3111 Youngl.
During his seven years in this House he
worked hard for the people in the elector-
ate and brought about many improve-
ments to their way of life.

My thanks are extended to the Hon.
David Wordsworth for his help and en-
couragement prior to and since my elec-
tion to Parliament.

Tonight I wish to acquaint the House
with problems which exist in my electorate
and to inform members that, by virtue of
our remote location and recent develop-
ment, our problems are somewhat differ-
ent from those of othier areas.

During my address I wish to highlight
meany aspects of specific concern to the
people I represent and would hope that
this Government will take some cognis-
ance of what I have to say.
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There have been many problems in Roe
that have been shelved by Governments
and it is my constituents’ wish that these
be brought to the notice of the Govern-
ment.

The Roe electorate comprises the Shires
of Gnowangerup, Ravensthorpe, Lake
Grace, Kent, and Esperance. It covers a
total area of 27 000 square miles, approxi-
mately 300 miles long by 90 miles wide,
with a population of 15 379.

A small population no doubf by compar-
ison with metropolitan electorates, but
what we lack in numbers we make up In
quality—the quality of the rural Austra-
lian citizen now fast disappearing as our
society becomes more urbanised: citizens
who have taken up the challenge to move
to frontier country to develop new farms,
new industries and new communities.

Because the ares is mainly heath and
mallee land, it had largely been neglected
for agriculture until recent times. Scien-
iists of the Department of Agriculture and
enterprising farmers only 20 years ago
taok up the challenge to pioneer the de-
velopment of this inhospitable country. In
these 20 years the transformation has been
spectacular,

A tribute must be paid to the Brand-
Court Government for taking the bold
and progressive step of releasing vast
areas of virgin farm lands durlng its term
of office. Much of this was in the Roe elec-
torate. It was because of that Govern-
ment's enthusiasm that the area today is
50 soundly based and thriving.

In retrospect, the area has had a most
exciting history and the challenge has en-
riched the lives of the people who make up
the community. I¢ has been an aehieve-
ment for science, for the fortitude, cour-
age and determination of the people who
pitted themselves against a hostile en-
vironment, There have been storles of
success and storles of failure—people with
very limited means, pecple with fortunes,
people from all walks of life, bus drivers,
wharfies to presidents of American banks
ha.ve;; been involved in this great develop-
ment,

As I started out to say, however, we have
problems—big problems yet to face. It
has been interesting to hear spealkers
make reference to small sections of their
electorates not having deep sewerage, We
have only one small town sewered. DMost
of the area does not receive TV,

Electricity—for years considered so much
a part of the life of cities or older areas
of the State—is a fairly recent introduction
to our area. There are still towns withiout
power supplies, where Tilley lamps still
provide illumination.

A considerable number of our towns do
not have reticulated water. Telephones
are not available to all settlers and, wlen
installed, ¢an ecost the subscriber a con-
nection fee as high as $4 000 to $5000.
Hospital services are available at three
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centres up to 120 miles away. Apart from
Esperance the nearest doctor 1is at
Gnowangerup—a distance of 200 miles.

One high school with an associated hos-
tel serves the educationsl! needs of the
area. Many farmers still live tn sheds in
conditions city health officers would con-
demn.

As can be appreclated, the people of this
electorate have endured many hardships
to pioneer the region. Their privations
have made them more thoughtful of their
fellows. They are people who do not
condone strikes or slow-dcwns; people with
a great community spirit who provide their
own services, recreation, snd other ameni-
ties. They are people 1 am proud to re-
present,

Urbanisation has done much to destroy
the quality of life of Australians. The
basic ingredients that historians and
writers tell us was once Australia have
largely gone.

The electorate is essentially rural in
character. It supports one major centre,
the Port of Esperance, and 12 small towns.
There are a few industries, in the main
servicing agriculture. Our main enter-
prises are cereal growing and livestock
raising,. We also support small fishing
and mining industries.

The fortunes of agriculture in the past
10 vears are well Known to members,
Since 1965 the prices for our products fell
continually until 1972-73. Survival of
farmers has depended on improved efli-
ciency and technology. It is worthy of
mention that per unit of labour input,
we are the most efficient agriculfural coun-
try in the world. The year 1972-73 saw
a dramatic change of fortune. Farmers
who took advantage of the improved cash
position peid off some of their accumulated
mortgages and re-tooled their equiprient.
But the holiday is now over. We are
entering a major recessionn in prices ior
our products,

I do not think the community at large
is yvet fully aware of the seriousness of the
present situation, The downturn of prices
for wool and meat places farmcrs in a
worse position than in 1970--a time when
many left the land. If this downward
trend continues for very long., or costs
continue to escalate, the efiect will fiow
on to the entire community., As a nation
we are still vitally dependent on agricul-
tural! income,

The agricultural industry deserves some
consideration by the Government for the
following reasons—

(1) This industry bezrs the main
brunt of tariff impositions in order
to support our less efficient secon-
dary Industries;

(2} it provides goods to the Australian
consumer at a cheaper price than
could be obtainzd on world mar-
kets;
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(3) it sells its surplus products in a
market place supplied by other
countries heavily subsidised to
produce similar goods; and

{(4) it bears big inbullt freight costs
to these market places.

To compete profitably we must of necessity
be efficient in our production and market-
ing, We need production incentives—not
handouts. In the national interest it is
better for farmers to receive a super sub-
sidy than to have to restrict production.
Let us pet one fact straight: the super
subsidy is a subsidy to the consumer be-
cause it is passed on In cheaper products.

By the foregoing remarks I have tried
to justify the need for the Government
to watch closely the prosperity of agri-
culture. It is vital to our economy that
this industry be not unjustly discriminated
against. I genuinely believe that this
has happened. I would refer members
to the rural policy in Australia—the green
paper—which sets out in very clear terms
the role of agriculture, its problems, and
recommendations for future stability,

Not all farmers are rich land barons.
If I achieve nothing else in this address,
let me impress upon members that the
avergge farmer is a very poor member of
our society, with a mean income of $3 120
per snnum compared with $3 900, the
average of all male workers in Australia.
My reference is a green paper of 1968-69.

The State Government may not have
great powers in influencing the Federal
Government on major issues of policy, but
it can help considerably In assisting farm
technology. Our State Department of
Agriculture has made a great advance in
knowledege in the development of some of
the world's most inherently infertile soils—
land that would still be lying idle if it were
not for trace elements and subelover. The
technigues were perfected by the officers
of the Western Australian Department of
Agriculture. not by the CSIRO or other
research institutions, but by our Western
Australian team. Their achievements have
had far-reaching effects on our economy.
The story, however, does not end here,
There are still many unknowns and inno-
vations to be perfected,

We have diseases in our pastures which
are reducing production up to 50 per cent
in some areas. These are—

Crop varieties unsuited to our south
coastal farm lands; and

Insect pests ravaging our pastures and
Crops.

Australia must rank last in the develop-
ment of new plants for agriculture. In
most advanced countries plant breeders
have developed pasture types suited to dif-
ferent micro climates, soll types, or, for
diferent purposes, plants talior-made for
their environment,



Within the Department of Agriculture
there 1s a2 Rural Economlics Branch that
has been of considerable assistance to
farmers in making them acquainted with
business management principles. How-
ever, unless one can forecast likely costs
and returns with some accuracy, the bud-
geting exercise is a wasted effort. Greater
emphasis must be placed by this branch on
expanding its research into marketing
trends. The farmer must know where he
is going. He has enough variables due to
seasons, ete,, without adding any of prices.

More country-based advisers are needed
to dissemingte research findings to farm-
ers. The present approach of mass ¢om-
munication, because of the limited number
of men in the field, is not the answer. A
return to more Individual farm visifs 1is
necessary. It brings the adviser on to the
farm where he can readlly identify a
problem that the farmer may not be aware
he has. There appears to be a need to
reglongalise many of the specialised branch-
es within the department. At the present
time most of the research officers are now
located in Perth, travelling to country
areas for a few days to Investigaie a prob-
lem. There Is a need to establish special-
1sed research units in the country where
they would be in e¢lose contact with the
problems.

In my opinion there needs to be a
greater awareness on behalf of farmers
fowards soll conservation. Our heritage—
the soil—Is being washed away continu-
ously. One only has to fily over the agri-
cultural areas to see the denudation that
has taken place In the short period of 50
to 60 years. The attack on this problem is
now heing carrted out in a plecemesl way;
only here and there are farmers applying
preventive measures. It would he my wish
to see a more comprehenslve approach
adopted In this fleld and I would suggest
fhat whole catchments be treated simul-
taneously—there should be a whole gistrict
approach rather than our dealing with
isolated trouble spots.

I would now like brieflty to touch on
wheat quotas. There has been only one
vear in the past 10 in which restrictions on
wheatgrowing have been necessary and
this was the year prior to the introduction
of gquotas. Wheat quotas were allocated
on a farmer’s “production history” basis
snd tended to favour well-established
iarmers. Many new land farmers did not
have a big history during this period of
review—1965-1969 incluslve—or they may
have entered the Industry after this time.
Becauyse of this many have been restricted
by the allocatlon they received. Quotas
have not enabled the efficlent farmer fto
expand his wheatgrowing enterprise, but
have allowed the inefficient one to survive.
There 153 an urgent need to rethink this
whole question. I, and maost Roe farmers,
zre being penalised by this inequity and
would prefer to see a relaxation of quotas
for several years. Wheat s In world
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shortage agaln this year and the Aus-
tralian crop will fall short of its expected
production, It would have been an igeal
year to forgo restrictions.

I would now like to say a few words on
marketing boards. Agriculture, by its very
nature, cannot praduce at a constani or
predetermined Jlevel. We have seasonal
variations leading to gluts or shorfages.
When superimposed on a world situstion
the price received for primary products can
vary much from year to year. Some
instability is tolerable but not the violent
fluctuations as at present—50 per cent
drop In woo! priees this year.

We need some security by way of a pre-
determined price. This is possible only
through orderly marketing schemes. I
would Instance stability in grain growing
due to grain boards. The bulk of our
farmers’ inceme Is obtained from wool and
mesat, both sold under an auction system
—a selling system I cannot condone. It is
igl easily possible for buyers to form car-

s.

There is one organised body representing
buyers of wool—the International Wool
Textile Organlsation. The buying pressure
must, therefore, be taken out of the
auction to the detriment of sellers. Woaol,
like iron ore or motorcars, has a value
and should be sold on the same basis as
other goods or services, at a price based on
cost of production. If a farmer cannot
produce at this figure he should either
1mipmve his efficlency or change his enter~
prise.

There is one word of warning, however;
orderly marketing boards can become
bureaucratic and inflexible. There should
be scope within their terms of reference
for quick adjustments if, and when, situ-
ations alter.

I wish to look now at the question of
farm land releases. If I could start by
offering Western Australia a $100 million
Industry with few strings attached, the re-
sponse no doubt would be very favour-
able. We can offer this In the Roe elec-
torate—four to five millien acres of land
ready and waliting for development, land
capable of producing annually 15 million
bushels of grain, 100000 bales of wool,
500 000 carcases of mutton or, in money
terms at today's value, at least $35 million
per annum.

The basic Infrastructure to support more
farmers is already established in our towns.
Many businesses and servicing agencles
have been planned for expansion. The
viability of the new Esperance Abattoelr
could well hinge on the expansion of our
agriculture enterprise,

We have the land resources, the men
ready to start developing, and most of the
capital. Our products are needed in world
markets. We are not suggesting that vast
areas of virgln Crown land be made avail-
able for selection in a short period of time,
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but rather a reallstle release of 60 to 70
biocks per annum. The first release would
test the demand and the type of applicant
available, Many of our established farm-
ers have sons old enough and keen to
tackle the job. Mast of these have access
to farm machinery and stock. There are
also young men who are share-farming,
contracting, or managing properties who
have over the vears saved thelr money in
the hope of one day being able to have the
oppottunity to acquire land for themselves.

Our district is somewhat unique in that
there 1s ample potential for share-farming
and contracting on some of the laiger
properties. A new settler would, therefore,
have the abillity to obtaln ottside income
during his establishment years. One
enterprise alone spends in excess of
$250 000 per year on contracting operations
and has a share-farming potential in ex-
cess of 20000 acres per year.

I would strongly recommend that the
Government view favourably this request
for the future stability of this region.

I would briefly like to comment on the
Federal Government’'s removal of fax con-
cessions for primary producers. As 1 have
stated hefore, our agricultural industry is
extremely efficient. We can produce goods,
ship them to distant markets, and offer
them at competitive prices against heav-
ily sunsidised competitors. This is no
chance happening; it has been made pos-
sible largely by incentives in our system.
The removal of these subsidies will dras-
tically restriet production which will not
be in the best national interest. The
farmer will still survive, but at a lower
production, higher price level. The expcrt
income must fall because of decreased
volume, T would strongly stress that this
Government liaise with the Federal Gov-
ernment for an urgent reappralsal of the
tax system,

Before I move away from this area there
is 2 need to make some reference to pro-
bate duties. A farmer is somewhat differ-
ent from fellow members of the commun-
ity in that during his working life he
invests surplus funds Into farm build-up.
His property, therefore. becomes his
supergnnuation investment, Probate dut-
ies are, therefore, somewhat akin to tax-
ing superannuation income. Such a tax
is grossly unjust. Sections of the commun-
ity who try te help themselves—and this
country—should be encouraged to do so,
not penalised.

I would now like to make reference to
secondary industry in relation to its abil-
ity to survive in country areas. The sub-
ject of decentralisation of Industry is one
which could well occupy a full address. It
would be my wish to speak more fully on
this matter at some future date. However,
there are a few points that I wish to high-
lieht while I have the attention of the
House. Before it is foo late and while we
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have the opportunity, we should take heed
uf the enormous social problems that
oceulr in areas of high density living. If
we really care for this country, and care
for the welfare and quality of life of our
people, we should realise the soclal ad-
vantages of decentralisation. Economics
must not be the sole criterion. It is very
much in the national interest that in-
dustry be not concentrated in one centre.

One could argue this peint on defence
grounds alone. But more importantly, de-
centralisation is a vital factor to the stahil-
ity of regional! towns. At the present time
our potential regional growth centres are
almost solely dependent on their agricul-
ture servicing role. In times of agricultural
recession these industries are often com-
pletely disrupted, employees are re-
trenched and, because of the lack of other
employment opportunities, move tp our gl-
ready crowded city. A diversity of industry
in these centres could cater for such dis-
ruptions or depressions that occur, absarb-
ing those displaced.

Economic considerations are the main
basis for the lpeation of industry in the
Perth metropolitan region. It is up to our
Governmment to make it possible for in-
dustries toe function viably in other re-
glonal centres, Incentives are necessary
initially and here I would like to mention
a few leads in this direction as follows—

{1 Water and power would have to
be made available on site, as in
the metropolitan area and sold at,
or near, metropolitan prices,

(2) Freight concessions may have to
be considered for industries where
the raw materials are not avail-
able in the area.

(3) Gavernment guarantees for the
establishment of new indusiry or
the expansion of existing ones
may be needed.

(4) Uniform telephone call charges
would have to be considered or,
at the very least, considerably
modified from the present sys-
tem. This works quite satisfac-
torily with postage service
charges: $1.71 for g three-minute
phone call from Esperance to
Perth is a conslderable disincen-
tive for industry establishment at
our centre,

(5} The reduction or removal of pay-
roll tax would assist industry to
adjust more easily to estabiish-
ment in a regional centre. It has
been highly successful in Victoria
and has been a major factor in
the establishment of large textile
operations in country areas.

(6) Housing: Because many rural em-
ployees are paid in excess of
awards or receive high pay be-
cause of skills, State Housing
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Commission Homes are noi al-
ways available to them. 'I‘I}e ex-
pansion of the role of the indus-

triai and commercial houging
authovrity is a matter for serious
conslideration.

Not all factors are weighed against de-
centralisation. It has been demonstrated
that there have been many advantages
for indusiry to establish in regional
centres. A few of these need mentioning—

(1) Land is cheap.

(2) Better quality of employees, less
absenteelsm, and less turnover.

(3) Travelling time to work is greatly
reduced.

t4) There are fewer industrial dis~
putes.

We have a very active and progressive
Department of Industrial Development
with many dedicated officers; but, until
industry is given financial inducement, no
positive change from the present central-
isation can he foreseen, at least in the
short term.

While on this subject, I would like to
make brief reference to a related matter—
the use of renewable energy sources. The
world oil crisis has stimulated many leg-
islators into rethinking the harnessing of
other power sources. We should not neg-
lect our interest in this matter. Australia,
by virtue of Iis latifude, has a tremendous
solar energy potential. 1t has a tidal power
availgbility in the Kimberley of 300000
megawatts. Are we doing enough te further
our future inferests?

I would now like to deal with educa-
tional problems in my electorate. In the
primary area we are adequately serviced.
The Education Department is to be compli-
mented on its attention to the provision
of primary schools., Wherever there has
been a proven need the fullest co-opera-
tion has heen forthcoming from thils de-
partment. The use of the demountable
classroom has been a boon to the estab-
lishment of primary schools in remote sec-
tions of the region.

The problems in education begin in the
post-primary area in the so-called distriet
high schools, of which there are four in
the electorate. Because of attendance
numbers it is not possible to upgrade these
schools to the status of senior high school.

The variety and extensiveness of the
subjects taught leave much to be desired
because of limited staffing, which must
relate to the pupil ratio. Chlldren wishing
to continue their education to matricula-
tlon level are therefore handicapped. In
some instances parents send thelr children
to the Esperance Senlor High School or
other high schools outslde the area, or to
private schools, In an effort to give them
a 1more sultable, professionally-oriented
education.
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Hostel facilities have been made avail-
able by the authority at Esperance, Narro-
gin, and Katanning. Studenis wishing to
pursue thelr education to higher levels,
but who live beyond the range of high
school bus routes, complete thelr education
by residing at hostels. The financial
burden on parents whose children attend
such hostels 1s a big imposition on many.
The Government has increased the allow-
ance pald to hostels but there is stlll room
for improvement. The annual fees range
upwards to about $1 000 per child per year.
The Isolated Children's Allowance Fund
pays $350 for each child, leaving approxi-
mately $650 to be met by the parents. This
is a considerable cost burden to many of
my constituents. I would urge the Gov-
ernment to glve further rellef in this field
as it 1s precluding many frem continuing
thelr education.

There is an urgent need for a senior
high school in the south-east wheatbelt
area. Lake Grace is the centre of this
vast and expanding region and is the logi-
cal slte. There are sufficlent student
numbers in the area to warrant the build-
ing of this high school. The case for a
senior high school at Lake Grace could be
supported on the grounds that it would
uperade the present district high school
thereby giving an increased number of
pupils the opportunity to receive 8 more
extended education. It would also enable
students to have a home situation during
weekends, which is now denled to most of
them hecause of the distance of their
present schools from their homes.

I would now like to raise a few points on
local government, an area subject to a
revoluticn of thought by the Federal Gov-
ernment. The importance of having this
third level of government administered by
local people, who know and understand
their own problems, Is of vital concern to
country people. Attempts fo reorgantse
and reglonalise this form of government
will take it further from the people; this
will destroy its function and purpose.
Rather than taking power from local gov-
ernment there should be a move to expand
1ts Tesponsibliities.

The reduction in CAR grants by the
Federal Government shows flagrant dis-
regard for countiry shire councils and
places them In a very serleus financial
position. These grants have been re-
duced by approximately 33 per c¢cent. In
order that councils may remalin viable, this
State Government has found it necessary
to increase licensing fees by 65 pber cent,
but even with this infusion of money shires
will receive only the same allocation as In
1973-74. Due to inflatlon and wage in-
creases, country road works and other pro-
grammes will have to be reduced by 20 to
30 per cent at least.

I would llke to illustrate the severity of
reduced funds to one shire—tihe Shire of
Kent—

Roadworks
$69 000.

programme reduced by
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Retrenchment of 33 per cent of stafi,
1:{_111'111:1 leaving two vacancles un-
ed.

55 per cent increase in rates—serious
to a shire where payment in 1973-
74 was $105 per head of popula-
tion.

I will now discuss one aspeci of commun-
ity welfare. We are creating a select class
in our society, a group that does not have
to work; people who have gone beyond the
bounds of our society's traditions and
rules; people who have become degraded
and degenerated by alcohol. After three
generations of contact with the white com-
munity, these Aboriginal people still have
not adapted to the white man's customs or
patterns of behaviour. They display little
motivation or drive and l1ittle will to
achleve; they have lttle dignity. Soclal
welfare money keeps them in idleness and
drink, The children with Do parental
guldance soon follow in thelr elders’ ways.
Truancy from school is running at a very
high figure and petty erime is rife.

We now have on our hands a very
serious racial problem. Members should
go to Gnowangerup to see It if they do not
believe me, but I suggest they do not leave
their cars unattended or stray out at night.
They should go just to see the wasted wel-
fare money, the smashed houses, and
sexual perfocrmances in the sireet—and I
am not ovar-dramatising the situation. The
submission to the Royal Commission by the
Gnowangerup Shire Council clearly spells
out the problem. The incldence of venereal
disease Is high—20 per cent of the adult
population, and this Includes three cases
of congenital syphills treated during 1973,
This problem of the Aborigines is being
compounded by an extremely high birth
rate. Do not let us hide away from this
problem. It has to be tackled now. Dig-
nity must be restored; motivation and
ambition must be encouraged; a sense of
purpose must be kindled in these people:
ad [ib drinking must be stopped. The
children are the victlms and our next
generagtion. What is going to be done to
save them from the same fate? Hand-outs
must include responsibilities te preserve
self-respect. This Aboriginal question 1is
a whole subject in itself; suffice it for me
just to touch on it here.

I now wish briefly to comment on hous-
ing problems. People are severely dis-
advantaged by Iliving in the country.
Building costs are between 25 and 30 per
cent higher in Roe than in the metropoli-
tan area, mainly due to the high cost of
freight. This frequently results in country
huilding standards being generally lower
than in the city. Relief in respect of
transport charges is urgently nceded if we
are to attract people to the country.

In the rural sector there are many farm-
ers llving in partitioned sections of their
farm sheds or in very subsiandard dwell-
ings. They are living under conditions
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that many would not believe possible in
1974. Their propertles’ assets may have
a value of tens of thousands of dollars, but
ail ready cash is being used to maintain
their property improvements or provide
living essentials. Because they already are
heavily mortgaged, it is not possible to
ralse loan money for even a humble cottage.
Banks rate housing on a farm property on
very low priority. The pioneering farmer’s
initial cash reserves had to be poured into
his land In order that it mlght become a
viable business enterprise. The home was
planned to come later, but, due to falling
prices, the day for the homestead has never
come, There is no joy in living in a shed,
T can speak with some experience on this
subject.

Provision of special Government funds
is urgently needed to finance housing on
farms, There need be no risk for the
Government. Purchase conditions could
be the same as for State Housing Commis-
sicn homes, The houses themselves could
be transportable or demountable and could
be removed if default occurred in payvment,

With new Crown land allocations a house
could be provided under these terms. It
would enable the farmer to establish his
interprise with some degree of comiort, and
would enable his wife to fulfil her home-
meker role. What other section of the
community is expected to pay cash for
their homes? Yet farmers are.

I would now like to touch on the lack
of Government services in many rural
areas. We have in the electorate towns
with a population of 100 people or mare
which have no water or electrieity sup-
ply. To Government departments they
have low priorities because the formula
appiving to the supply of water and elec-
tricity reveals that the cost of the provision
of these services is a certaln percentage
above the mean. I must instance the case
of Hopetoun, which is a delightful coastal
resort. For nine months of the vear the
population is falrly constant, but for threa
months during the summer the population
may quadruple. Largely because of this
infiux of tourists, the town must forego
its water and power. The Government will
not provide a substandard service and
must build dams and power houses to
cater for peak loads. The high cost is
then charged against the few permanent
services. With thils system, few tourist
towns will ever qualify for services. There
are many towns in Roe without water sup-
plies. Some are belng considered but only
if the budgeted funds becaome a reality.
Governments talk of decentralisation but
the whole deal is a sham when it comes to
the provision of such a necessity as water.

In the region we are privileged to have
one million acres of national parks and flora
and fauna reserves. These areas include
the Fitzgerald, Cape Le Grande, and Cape
Arid national parks, and the Pingrun wild-
life sanctuary, plus the islands of the
Recherche Archipelago. Most of these
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reserved areas lle along the south coast
and contain magnificent scenery and a
wealth of flora and fauna. The use of these
reservations is now largely denied to local
residents and tourists. It is possible to
enter the Fitzgerald and Cape Arid nation-
al parks only by four-wheel drive vehicles,
There Is an urgent need for Government
funds to provide access to selected areas of
our national parks. Funding for such works
is not possible from the limited resources
of local authorities.

The people in the Fitzgerald distriet are
only 25 miles from the coast, but to actu-
ally get to the beach Involves a trip of 70
miles or more. I am not suggesting a major
network of roads through these areas; only
a few selected accesses fo beaches or scenjc
spots. This tremendous assef must be
made more fully avallable to our people.
Camping areas will have to be provided,
with associated facilities. The ranger ser-
vices will, no doubt, have to be expanded
as a safeguard against the spoiling of the
parks. No management practices have been
applied to the parklands. A rigid and co-
trolled system of burning to maintain our
flora is indicated.

As our soclety becomes more sophistica-
ted, the need for wilderness areas will
beccme greater. It is time to think now
and plan serjously for the uses we are
going to make of our parks, and their
management in the light of thelr preser-
vation for the future generations.

Before I conclude, one vital point needs
to be discussed. Planning for the future in
our region is an urgent priority: we have
just groped along during our formative
years. Servicing facilities, Government
utilities, and schools have sprung up more
or less as the need arose, with na overall
plan. It is my hope that industry, Govern-
ment disciplines, and planners can come
together, assess a reglon’s growth potential,
nominate growth focal points, study and
integrate transport links, and set about
encouraging development along sound
lines.

Mr Speaker, I support the motion.

MR T. H. JONES (Collie) [9.27 pun.]:
M1 Spezker, with other members 1 con-
gratulate you on vour appointment to your
high office as Speaker of the House. I also
congratulate other members on thelr
election to this House of Parliament. I can
assure them from experience that if they
do their job a seat In Parliament is not
an easy one to occupy.

I entered Parliament in 1968, and prior
to that I was the Secretary of the Miners’
Union for 17 years, During that time I
have seen Collie go up and down—probzably
down more often than up! Since I have
been in this House I have on many occa-
sions taken the opportunity to draw the
attention of all Governments, particularly
the Liberal-Country Parly Governments,
to the plight of Collie and the coalmining
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industry. I have especially drawn attention
to the unbalanced and ijmproper policies
that have been adopted tn the generation
of power in Western Australia.

When we look back briefly to the early
1950s, we recall that Collie was a town
which experienced a number of strikes.
Jchs were uncertain and when miners went
on annual leave at Christmas time they
were not sure a job would be available for
them when they returned. In 1854, 1 560
empiloyees were engaged in the coalmining
industry at Collie, and 500 men were em-
ployed In the rajlways. At that stage Collle
was a very viable town with a population
of around 11 000.

From then on we saw destruction—the
type of destruction the member for Can-
ning referred to the other night. In 1960,
500 men were thrown out of work, 300
housez became empiy, and a number of
shops became vacant, as a result of the
policy initiated by the Brand Government.
Bir David Brand—who is in the Houze now
—when giving his memoirs to the Daily
News on the 5th June, 1972, said that one
of the hardest decisions he had to make
was to throw 600 men out of work and
deal Collie that unfortunate blow.

So it will be seen that since I have
been here I nave attempted to draw the
attention of the Government to the re-
liance which this State at some point in
time would place on the eoalmining in-
dustry. Reference to my submission in sup-
port of the appointment of a Royal Com-
mission to inquire into the State Electricity
Commission on the 7th October, 1970, will
clearly demonstrate that I warned mem-
bers of the present Govermment of the
shortcomings of their policies so far as the
reliance on the Kwinana oil-burning power
station for the generation of power was
concerned. Of course, associated with this
policy, as you would weill know, Mr Speaker,
was the secrecy which surrounded the price
of oil. The Governiment of the day entered
inte an agreement with the oil companies
not to divulge the price of fuel oil, We
know that wharfage charges did nat apply,
and {that these policies were to the detri-
ment of the State and of the coalmining
industry in particular.

When the Government was investigating
hie doubling of the capacity of the
Kwinana oil-burning power station it re-
ceived strong opposition from the trade
union movement and the Labor Opposition
of the day. It was argued by the then
Minister for Electricity (how the Hon. Sir
Crawford Nalder) that the coal reserves in
Western Australia had a life expectancy
of only 30 years. I challenged that figure
in this House and {t was also challenged
by many authorities on coal. It is note-
worthy now that a member in another
place—in the year 1974—said the other
evening whilst referring to coal that we
now have reserves of extractable coal in
excess of 282 million tonnes, as a result



