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Magnet Road Board; 7, Preston Roa.d 
Board. 

STRANGER~G~LLERY,STANDING 
ORDER. 

TaE COLONIAl .. SECRETARY 
brought up the report of the Standing 
Orders Committee on the motion of the 
Hon. M. L. Moss to amend Standing 
Order 34, and the report, which recom
mended the Council to agree to the sug
gested amendment, was adopted. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
RoN. J. M. DREW moved that one 

month's leave of absence be granted to 
the Hon. J. A. Thomson, on the ground 
of illness. Mr. Thomson was, he said, 
absent in consequence of serious illness. 
The hon. member was advised by a 
doctor to take a. long trip; but it was 
probable Mr. Thomson would be back 
before the expiration of the month's leave. 
If not, it might be necessary to again 
ap~a.l to the House. 

Question passed. 

.ADDRESS-IN-REPLY. 
FOUBTR DAY OF DEBATE. 

Resumed from the previous day. 
RoN. E. M. CLARKE (South-West): 

In speaking to the Address-in- reply, I 
trust it will not be tho:ught I consider the 
whole universe out of joint and that I 
have to put it in joint. I ha.ve listened 
very carefully to the speeches that have 
fallen from hon. gentlemen. I notice 
from the Governor's Speech that there 
are very many subjects, to my mind a.ll
importa.nt subjects, which have been 
touched upon, and I think it is due to 
ourselves that these matters should be 
discussed. We must take the subjects as 
they come, and the first thing which 
occurs to one's mind is the building in 
which we are sitting. Looking round 
there is no doubt it has a magnifi.. 
cent appearance. I believe the reporters 
say they cannot hear what is said 
a.ltogether. Whether that is the fault 
of the speaker or the room is not 
for me to say, but whilst this is a 
m~t.gnificent place, the opinion has been 
expressed, I think by more than one 
member, that it is somewhat in advance 
of the times. To put it· in other words, 
it was considered that tbe old place was 

good enough for some liltle.time to come. 
We do not blame the Public Works 
Department for building this place, but 
there is a. murmur about the gallery 
being too high, a.nd it bas been suggested 
that it can be ma.de lower. The question 
arises in one's mind why it was not built 
the right height at first. HoweTer, that 
is not a matter for me to discuss. One 
reason why I speak on this subject is 
that to my mind there has been consider
able waste of money in various parts of 
the country. There is nothing like 
giving a.n instance, and the one inata.nce 
that I want to name is this; not that I 
am going to blame the Public Works 
Depart.ment. Some 12 or 13 years ago, 
I think, tenders were called for on 
pla.ns and specifications for a. little model 
school That school wa.s built in accord~ 
ance with such plans and specifications, 
and it was certainly a. beautiful little 
place; it cost between .£600 and .£700. 
Everything was sacrificed to architectural 
eftect, for a.s a matter of fact when this 
school was finished it was not large 
enough to accommodate the children then 
attending the Bunbury school I should 
be sorry to sa.y how many times tba.t 
building has been added to. I noticed 
within the last few months that the 
whole of that structure, the original 
structure, was swept a.way, and in lieu o~ 
it is built a room some four or five feet 
larger than the original building. I 
simply point to this aa one instance. 
Seeing that Bunbury was a growing 
place, and the want of school accommoda
tion would be very considerable in the 
near future, why did they not, in the 
first instance, build a pla.ce la.rge enough ? 
In a very short time they will be again 
on the work of improvement. There is 
another matter I want to mention, and 
I a.m not dealing with this in a.oy 
hostile, cavilling spirit, or finding fault, 
but I s~mply want to point out these 
ma.tters so that the persons responsible 
may see to it in future that these things 
do not recur. I pa.rticularise cases which 
ha.ve come under my own ·notice. It is 
now 12 months since Parliament met, 
and there was a. sum of .£800 voted for a. 
small school at Bunbury, yet when I came 
through a day or two ago there was not 
a. single stick or brick on the site. Mean
while there are upwards of 30 children 
who are scorched in the sum mer and 
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perish in th£ winter. I say this only to 
give an instance, so that in future things 
may be done with a little more judgment 
and forethought. The next thing we 
have to discuss in connection with the 
Governot's Speech is the question of rail
ways and harbours, and with that I am 
entirely in sympathy. There is no doubt 
that in these places there has been some 
valua.ble work accomplished; we will say, 
for insta.nc~. the Fremantle Harbour 
Works, which are ~ustified, and of which 
we have just cause to be proud. I wish 
to refer to one of the important ports in, 
I will not say the hub of the universe, 
but the important town of Bunbury. 
I really hope that in the future the 
Government in power, whoever they may 
be, will take that matter up and ca.rry it 
to a successful issue. '!here are very 
ma.ny other works which a.re of great im
portance in the way of railway construc
tion, amongst others the construction of 
that railway from the CoHie coa.lfield to 
Narrogin. I believe pretty nearly every
one ia agreed on that. I say it is ac
knowledged all round it is time that line 
was built. The field justifies the con~ 
struction of the work as soon as the 
money can be found available for it, 
bearing in mind t.ho.t we are trying to 
settle people on the la.nd, and knowing as 
I do that you may take settlers or pos
sible settlers into a district, and the first 
thing they look at is how near the land 
is to t•ailway communication. You ma.y 
go with them on the Great Southern 
line, and awav back from that line 
some distance there is any amount 
of really good land ; but people are 
deterred as soon as they are told that it 
is 20 or 35 or 40 miles, as the case may 
be, from a railway. Therefore I am in 
favour of the construction of ra.i.lways 
w ben the money can be found to carry 
out these works. Speaking of railways I 
notice that it is claimed there is some
thing like four per cent. being made on 
them. I am very pleased to hear that. 
There is no doubt that notwithstanding 
some Jjttle complaints we get against the 
rai]ways, they are managed fairly well. 
To my mind we should be just about 
satisfied if these railways only earned 
just enough to pay the working expenses, 
because I think it is acknowledged on a.ll 
sides that although railways do not pa.y 
directly, they pay indirectly, and they 

make it possibl~ for us to progress 
rapidly. They aTe looked upon as an 
absolute necessity. As to harbour works, 
those things will, I think, come in time. 
Of course it is very well for people to aa.y 
we should ha.ve this or we should have 
the other, but there is one all-important 
thing to be considered before we can go 
into them, and that is ways and means. 
I would wish it to be clearly understood 
that while advocating the construction 
of these works, I am not one who would 
simply ask the Government to put their 
banda into the public purse before we 
ca.n afford the money for the purpose. 
Another important question is brought 
fo1·ward, and that is settlement on the 
land. It is admitted on a.ll sides that 
the production o£ wheat and hay has 
nearly overtaken the demand, and the 
price will come down to such an extent 
that many farmers claim that they will 
not be able to produce these things pro
fitably. I think there is a considerable 
amount of truth in that, because I believe 
that in the very near future only those 
who conduct their farms on scientific and 
practical linea and who have really good 
farms and understand their business, and 
are within reasonable dista.nce of a mil
way, will come to the fore. There is 
necessity for providing railway commu
nication for those who are at present 
some dista.nee from a line. I am well 
aware that the cry, "get on the land," 
has been talked of for all it. is worth; 
but I 1.-oow some of those people 
on the htnd, aJld I know some of the 
land, and we are bound to acknowledge 
that in this State there is plenty of land 
not fit for cultivation. I should be sorry 
to recommend anybody to go on some 
portions that are already iaken up. The 
unfortunate thing is that there are a 
~reat many people who go on the soil not 
fit to go on it, and that there is soil not 
fit for the people to go on. Hence there 
is going to be a. reaction in this land 
settlement in the near future. Our laud 
will not be very closely crowded. When 
land, is taken up it needs to be seen that 
the right class are sent on the soil and 
they get every assistance. I recognise 
the position of the Government in power 
at present, that they have not cared to 
say altogethct• what their policy is. They 
have indicated where they think we 
should go, but there is nothing definite 
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in the Governor's Speech. One of the 
things tha.t demand attention is the 
Agricultural Ba.nk. When this institu
tion was first started I was inclined to 
think there was not very much in it, ll.D.d 
tha.t it could not be carTied on so success
fully as som& cla.im. I am pleased to say 
that, to a. grea.t extent, I was mistaken; 
but a.t the same time the Bank needa to 
be carried on with considerable care; 
and I hope that all. the advances made 
by the Bank will be made strictly on 
business lineB, that the control of the 
Bank shall be altogether indepen
dent of political control, and tbat things 
shall be conducted wholly on business 
lines. Last .session there was a.n amend
ment to liberalise the conditions of 
tha.t Ba.nk. It was done to a cerlt111D 
extent, ma.ldog itt to my mind, as liberal 
u.s we could safely make it; but I should 
be very careful in taking any steps to 
libera.lise its conditions. Another thing 
in the Governor's Speech deals with the 
repurchase of large estu.tes. This, I 
think, is very desirable. So fa.r s.s I know, 
it has been successful hitherto; but I 
think there iJs one thing which in justice 
I should mention in regard to that A.ct. 
When it was framed it was understood 
that the fJt-ice fixed for reselling to 
intending settlers wa.s to be a. moderate 
price, a.t ten per cent., I think, on the cost. 
I atn sorry to say that in some instances 
this ha.s not been adbered to. In proof 
of tha.t, some of the first la.nd purcha.sed 
under the Act was put up at a. big figure, 
more thau the land was worth, and the 
Government ihad to c)imb down a.nd make 
a big reduction in price, which was un
fair to the first purclul.aers. It «ould 
have beeu far better had a. reasona.ble 
price been :fixed in the first instance. 
Another qu..,stion deals with our popula
tion. I not),ce in the Governor's Speech 
tha.t it is clu.ime<.l that the increase of 
population is not quite sa.tisfactory. I 
hardly know in what direction it is not 
satisfactory. I hold myself tbat we want 
population, any qua.ntity of it; but at 
tbe same time I hold tba.t, while we want 
population, we want people of a sort--a 
really good popu)n.tion, or to put it in 
other words, quality rather thun quiLiltity 
-men who will go on the soil a~.nd be able 
to work there aud make a. living on it. 
For any Sta.te to be populous it must be 
settled by f.Jeople who a.re thrifty and 

doing welL There a.re rumours that the 
unemployed que.stion is going to crop up 
very soon; a.nd I "hould not be a. bit sur~ 
prised when we ta.ke into consideration 
tbat ma.ny of our industries are, to 
a oorta.iu extent, not as they should be. 
Taking for instance the timber ind u stry, 
there is no no doubt a.bout it that a great 
many people have the idea. the timber 
industry is carried on for the benefit of 
some bigt fat capitalist in some other 
part of the world. I do not agr~e with 
that. I am absolutely satisfied that the 
men who find the money, the share
holders, are getting nothing out of it. 
I do not hold a. brief for them, but I 
wa.nt to be clea.rly understood. Weha.vc 
to recognise that a short time 8.g() timber 
was fetehin~ .£S to £6 per loa.d a.nd 
could not be produced at a. Jess cost, so 
that there was a loss. lf this sort of 
thing is to go on, where is the indus try 
to go, a.nd where are we t<> put our 
people to find employment P Only this 
morniug iu the paper I noti~d tbl!!t 
from M. C. Davies's place a number of 
men have come into town to S\vell the 
nt.nks of the unemployed. Thel'e is one 
satisfaction in this, it is no use sa.yin~ 
a.nythi.ng else, we are absolutely sa.tis~ 
fied ~e U.I"C tu have a, Labour Govern
ment ; a.nd I am glad thev will be the 
first to be confronted with th~ labour 
difficulty, tl.nd that they will have to 
solve it. They are fit and proper per
sons to deal with it. I only hope they 
will make a. successful job. I cle.1m that 
in a State ljke tbis we want, na far as 
possible,. to give flncouragement to lo01" 
industries. In the timb<:!r industry 
alone the men who are running it are 
usoaHy looked upon as absolute enemies 
of the working class. It ia a. great mis
take. With anybody carrying on an 
industry where tbe employees are bostHe 
to the employers and work a.ga.iust them, 
things are not as prosperous Wi they 
should be. Local ind•lstries are the 
timber industry and the coal. I know 
little about mining, though at thf\ 
same time I look upon it as the 
most valuable industry we ha.fe. So 
far as those other inaustries are con
cerued, a.ud regarding ol~tades put in 
the wa:! of them, . encourage~ent 
shQuld be given to them •n every posstble 
way. Wba.t il:l the use of population 
coming to tl1 is pla.ce unless we have 
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something for them to come to? It is 
all very well to sa.y, "Put them on the 
land.u Many of them a.re not fit for 
that; a. great many of them are tota.Uy 
unfit to put on the soil. It was men
tioned some time ago what a loss the 
Collie coal had been to the State. 
Although the Collie coa,l ma.y cost the Gov~ 
ernment slig}Jtly more than they can get 
the imported stuff for, I will say, bearing 
in mind tbe crowds of men to which it is 
giving employment, that it behoves the 
Government to use it. One cao go to 
Collie and see a community of I hardly 
l..11ow how wan y people. One asks, 
"What are they living on?" and the 
answer is, "Coal a.nd a little timber." 
There is another matter in the Governor's 
Speech with regard to the control of the 
liquor traffic. All I can say is that I 
hope the time will never come when the 
Government will think fit to run pubs 
themselves. I am satisfied that we shall 
get no better drink, and the Government 
should not engage in any industry like 
that. I cannot belp referring to a remark 
mtt.de by a man now in Parliament, I will 
not say in this State. Giving a.n instance 
of how necessary it was to nationalise all 
the various industries, that legislator 
took the tobacco industry and set forth 
what an immense profit there was io it, 
and that the State should get the whole 
it; but he omitted or neglected, wilfully 
or otherwise, to sav that tobacco could be 
bought at 5s. per ib. in the case, and that 
out of the 5s. the State first took 3s. 3d. 
for duty, leaving ls. 9d. for the produc
tion of the leaf and the manufacture of it 
into tobacco. Whoever made that remark 
scarcely knew what he waa talking about. 
Another question on which I feel very 
strongly is the conservation of forests. 
When I was a boy the time was when I 
knew pretty nea1·ly the whole o£ the best 
of tht: jarrah down South, extending 
from near the Murray River away down to 
the Blackwood River; and, with the 
exception of one mill at the Collie belong
ing to Mr. M. C. Davies, that timber was 
not tapped at any pa.rt. I do not 
a.bsolntely know, but I am quite prepared 
to believe that wha.t I used to look upon 
a.s inexhaustible forests are now tapped 
in every quarter. There are noisy mills 
wherever we like to go. I would not 
'I!Jay so much about. this if the forest was 
being denuded for the profit of the State; 

but one needs only go to places I can 
name to see trees cut down, a few 
wedges put into them to split them 
open, and they are left to rot on the 
ground. It is absolute waste. 'falking 
of conserving the forests brings me to 
another question. What are we doing 
at the State nursery with a ·view to 
encouraging the production of soft 
woods? The question I would like 
settled in my own mind is whether we 
are on the right track or not . We have 
some sort of pine growing there, and it 
is growing well i but I am worrying 
about this; these pines have too much of 
the appearance of shrubs, they have no 
appearance of trunks. Of course, if t bey 
grow up ornamental trees they a.re all 
very well ; but I am told that these pine 
trees are looked upon as the poorest of 
poor soft woods. A great many of those 
who are engaged in the fruit-growing 
trade like myself are hopeful that we 
shall grow soft woods for fruit cases. 
The time will come wben the fruit trade 
will attain considerable proportions, when 
we shall not only overtake the trade of 
this State but also export. We cannot 
all grow wheat and ha.y: some must grow 
fruits and spuds, a.nd such like. It is 
the only way things can be carried on. 

THE CoLONIAL SECRETARY: What 
a.bout redgum for cases r I a.m only 
asking for information. 

HoN. E. M. CLARKE: If the bon. 
gentleman appeals to me, I ca.n tell him 
I have a. little sentiment when it is 
a case of touching my pocket. I ha.ve 
tried redgum and jarra.h, and if they 
were as good as soft wood it could 
be depended upon I should use them, not 
from sentiment but because they would 
be cbeaJ.ler and better ; but I am sorry to 
say neither redgum nor jarra.h is suit
able; and in explanation I shall say that 
what we want is soft light wood, wood 
that is fairly stl'Ong while being light. 
Neither ja.rrah nor redgum is of that. 
quality. When they are seasoned, thel. 
are so bard that one cannot drive a na1l 
in them ; and they easily split. To 
put it plainly, they are unsuita.hl~ foT 
fruit cases. I notice 
tary is to bring in a. 
treatment of aborigin• 
absolutely in sym}Jatl 
in the older settled < 
a. case of " the last 
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district there are few aboriginal natives, 
and they are poor unfortunates. I do 
not meet on" in 60 real aborigines who 
a.re able to earn a. living in a.ny way. I 
may mention one case that occurred the 
other day. A miserable-looking old black
fellow informed me that he was formerly 
a. ki:ng. . He appealed to my sympathy. I 
asked htm were there any other black
fellows in the neigh hourbood. " Ol1, no; 
they have all gone," said he. I learned 
within a few minutes that there was 
another unfortunate lying within 150 
yards of the place, with two spears through 
his leg. Arrangements were made to 
send the sufferer to Albany; and I hope 
Mr. Prinsep will see that the wounded 
man gets his due. It is right, I think, 
to say aomething about the present Min
istry. I ha.ve been somewhat intimate 
with most of the Ministers, and must. say 
that what~ver charges may be brought 
against them, no one can mu.inta.in that 
they ha:ve not been diligent in business; 
for they have worked in season and out 
of season, some of them with distinction. 
Take, for instance, the Minister for La.nda 
(Bon. J. M. Hopkins). When he took 
office I thought he was a man from the 
goldfields who did not know mueh about 
la.nd settlement or agriculture; but I am 
pleased to say that he set himself vigor
ously to his task, and did really good 
work in bis department. It is almost a. 
pity that when such a man bas once 
learned his business he should not be 
allowed to carry it oo. However, it 
would be wrong to single out one 
Minister for praise. It is easy for 
an outsider to find fault with a Min
ister. Mauy of the charges levelied 
a.gai nst Ministers are found on investiga
tion to be absolutely groundless. When 
a.ny such charge is made the other side 
should be heard before judgment is pro
nounced. People are always too fond of 
listening to one side of a. story, forgetting 
that there are always two sides. I think 
that in the interests of the State the 
present l\'Iinistry should go out. I sa.y 
that in all good faith. We have come 
now to a sta-oo-e when no men such as 
those now in office should remain thenl. 
I myself, owing to the sLage a.t which we 
have arrived, would not bold Ministerial 
office for one day; and the time ha.s come 
when the present Ministry should go out 
of office, not because they have done 

anything wrong. but because there bas 
arisen a cla.sa of men who believe they 
can set everything right i and the only 
way to convince. them that they are not 
infallible is to let them have a. trv at it. 
and now is the time to let them try. I 
sincerely regret that the pr~sent Ministry 
have. tQ go out. They are the right men 
in the right place; but there is no alter
native. Hacl I beeu placed iu the pot:Ji· 
tion the Premier now occupies, and has 
for some time occupied, I sbou ld have 
resigned before this. With regard to 
our existing industries, 1 hold that labour 
and capital should work hand in hand. 
Far be it from me to try to set one party 
against another. I hold that capital 
may get on without labour, for the siw ple 
reason that capital ca.n be transferred to 
some other country i but l11bour ca.nnot 
get on without, capital. I hope that in 
the ncar future, the Labour party, after 
trying what they can do in office, wi11 
realise the difficulty of c.ur.ving on tbG 
Government, will own up that the con
tract was bigger than t,bey ext>ect.ed. and 
will retire from office, or be shunted out 
of it, wiser and better men. 

RoN. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan): 
The last speaker saya that labour and 
capital should go hand in hand, and that 
labour cannot do without cl\.pital. I do 
not know whether I have mentioned in 
the House before that a Labour leader 
once stated-and I think he is still a. 
Labour leadPr-that Jn.bour did not need 
capital at all; that the Labour party 
had one hundred and one ways of pro
viding ca.pi~Ll themselves; a.od, when 
asked for one way, he replit>d, •• We are 
not going to let you into o~r secrets." 
So the last speaker may be qmte a.ssured 
that the Labou1· party will be able to 
carry on without tbe assistance of capital. 
I think we owe a debt of gratitude to the 
bon. mem bcr for the interesting speech 
he has delivered, especially a.s to subjects 
on which we rely on him for infm·mation. 
On many special subjects he knows what 
he is talking about; and, therefore, he 
can enlighten us. I am always glad to 
listen to him on subjects with which I 
do not profess to have any great acqua.int
occe, so that I may he able, when the 
time arises, to adopt a reasonl1ble course 
of action. As t.o the GovernOJ"'s Speech, 
I may a.t the outset congratulate the 
Government for omitting from the Speech 


