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"COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION. 

On motions by the Minister for Rail· 
ways, sessional committees were appointed 
as Jollows:-

Standing Orders.-The Hon. E. M. 
Davies. the Hon. L. C. Diver and the Hon. 
H. K. watson. 

Library.-The Hon. J. G. Hislop and the 
Hon. R. F. Hutchison. 

Hcuse.-The Hon. W. R. Hall, the Hon. 
E. M. Heenan. the Hon. A. R. Jones and 
the Hon. J. Murray. 

PTinting.-The Hon. G. Bennetts and 
the Hon. J. Mel. Thomson. 

SUPPLY BILL {No. 1) , £21,000,000. 
Standing Orders Suspension. 

On motion of the Minister for Railways, 
resolved: 

That so much of the Standing 
Orders be SUSPended as is necessary to 
enable a Supply Blll to pass through 
all its stages at any one sitting; and 
the aforesaid Bill to be dealt. with 
before the Address-in-Reply is adopted. 

First Reading. 

Received from the Assembly and read 
a first time. 

Second. Reading. 

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (The 
Hon. H. C. Strickland-North> (4.431 in 
moving the 5CCOnd reading said: 

This is the first of the Supply Bills in
troduced for the purpose of enabling the 
services of the State to be carried on 
pending the preparation of the Estimates 
and their bcJng agreed to In another 
place. The same amount of money is 
requested in this Bill as was provided by 
the first Supply Act of last session. This 
sum of £21,000,000 is, and was last year. 
made up as follows:-

£ 
Consolidated Revenue 15,000.000 
General Loan Fund .... 4,000,000 
Advance to Treasurer 2.000.000 

Every effort is being made to have the 
Budget submitted to Parliament as early as 
possible, the sole hampering inftuence 
being that the Grants Commission has not 
resolved on the amount of the grant which 
it will recommmend that the Common
wealth Government should make to West~ 
ern Australia for the current financial year. 
When details of the amount of this grant 
ar.e received by the State Government, the 
Budget can be finalised and submitted to 
Parliament. 

During the last tlnancial year a deficit 
of £2,664,000 was estimated, the actual 
deficit being £1,123.000. This reduction was 
caused mainly through an Increase of 
£315,000, by way of special Common
wealth assistance, and an increase of 
£229,000 over the railway revenue estimate. 

A most potent factor was the reduction by 
£842,000 In the railway expenditu~ 
estimate. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second 
time. 

On motion by the Hon. A. F. Griffith, 
debate acUoumed. 

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY. 

Third Day. 

Debate resumed from the previous day. 

THE HON. C. R. ABBEY <Central) 
[ 4.47]: I would first like to take this op
portunity to congratulate you, sir, on your 
election as President of t he Council. I, 
as a new member, reel that you have 
carried out your duties in the House to 
such an extent that we all have the greatest 
faith in you; and I add my congratulations 
to those that have already been expressed 
by other hon. members. 1 would like to 
say tha.t during my term here. my pur
pose will be to take a general interest in 
matters affecting the State. and I hope 
that at no time will my outlook be narrow 
or to the prejudice of any section of this 
great State of ours. 

First of all, I, as a country member, 
wish to refer to the primary industries of 
Western Australia. As you know, Sir, I am 
a farmer and have a vital interest in these 
industries. Wool, of course. is at present 
causing a. great deal of concern. lt con
cerns everyone in the State, I think, and it 
is something we have to watch carefullY. 
We have the spectacle of woolgrowers. 
because of their concern at the low prices, 
seeking plans to stabilise the industry, and 
possibly their efforts may be successful. 
I hope they are because should they be 
successful and bring about stabilisation 
to any degree, it must be to the benefit of 
the State and to the members of the com
munity generally. 

I feel that at the present time the de~ 
cline in lllcome of rural residents-farmers 
particularlY-Is causing a considerable de
cline in development by way of clearing, 
fencing and so forth. and that is having 
quite a serious effect, but I hope it will 
not snowball in the future. We must 
take some steps to arrest this decline; 
perhaps particularly by encouraging the 
banks to allot further credit for this pur
pose. I know that there are many demands 
made on trading banks and they feel that 
sometimes they cannot allow the credit 
t.hat Is necessary for this purpose, but 
it is something that we need and that 
everyone, particularly the farmers, desires. 

During my travels, when I was on my 
campaign and a.t other times, I particularly 
noted tha.t in the rural communities. on 
the outer fringes of settlement, the people 
felt they were bein~ left out on a limb. 
They have, of course, protested strongly 
against some of the rail closures. 
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I feel that they would not have felt the farms of 8,000 to 10,000 acres-not a very 
effects of those ran closures so greatly pretty prospect. Although the climatic 
had the Initial service been much better cond1t1ons in those areas are fairly severe, 
than lt was, and should have been, and I feel sure that more people would go 
had the costs been kept more within there If encouragement were given; and 
reason. I have had quoted to me a case we must Provide that encouragement. For 
at Wialki where a settler is now payina instance, it must be disheartening to the 
15s. a ton more than he was previously lady of the house to develop a good garden, 
for the transport of his super to the farm. and then see the grasshoppers strip it bare 
That is a big difl'erence and means qulte Jn five minutes, as sometimes happens. 
a larae swn of money; I take It that Is not All these things make it harder for the 
an Jsolated case. people in those diStricts; they tlnd that 

In this instance the super is railed to they have to travel 200 or 300 miles to the 
Muklnbudin, Instead of Koorda, which is metropollta.n area for their holidays. They 
further away, and then transported by see that conditions are not so good and 
road. These increased charies have meant if possible they shift to a more favoured 
a. considerable lift in this man's costs of area. We must do something to help these 
production: possibly, like others In the people and make theJr conditions more 
district, he wlll eventually find it will pay pleasant. 
him to move from that area and attempt ,. . ·The eff'!rts of the Commissioner of Rail
to buy another property in a more : ways to Improve the service have been 
favoured locality. That sort of thing is ... favourably received by the people in all 
happening every day. ' cotmtry areas. I have been present a.t 

. meetings conducted by raUway omcers and 
Only two days ago I wa.s told of a farm,.r they have been most helpful in their ap

who bouiht a property m the. Bencubt tn proa.ch to local problems. 1 congratulate 
district !or £2 lOs. ao .T ·~ Q lr/ ie the Minister for instituting those inquiries, 
fann of 4,000 acre." .·ob- and I hope that he wm press them further. 
ably £5 ~ £6 an ~ to develop. I am I have had some discussions with the hea.ds 
not blamm.i the ' • closure for the own~r of departments in the railways, and I know 
of the property .a.ving his farm ; but lt that they are making a genuine effort to 
was?- cont_ribut. .l factor. In my view the overcome all the problems that are brought 
subsidy paid at .J.resent iS inadequate. and, forward to them. In my view we will see 
instead of its .emg reduced, it should be some results from that attitude in the 
~ncreased to · • stage ;vhere. the settlers future. 
m all areas- aot only m W1alki but also . 
throughout 1e rest of the State-would be .1 hope, ~· that the question of st?ck 
able to t nsport their produce at a ttansport will recelve more e~:ttent10n. 
reasonablF .iost, thereby helping them to Although there have been som~ Jmprove
stay on ~ .eir properties and develop fur- ments many. more could be !~stltuted, and 
ther Ian' 1 feel certa.m that people m the areas 

. further out would make greater use of the 
In th{ ilrst place the subsidy was granted railways if they were sure that their stock 

beeaUM certain areas were not served by would arrive at the market in good condi
tbe ra ' .vays: and now a subsidy has been tion. I am a farmer and I live 1n an area 
grant , in certain cases where the ran fairly close to the market. I realise tvhat 
ser>"' s have been taken away. That is a difference it makes if stock arrive at the 
qu· all rJght, if it can be justJfied; but markets in poor condition and there is 
I not think it can be justified. The a probable drop of 5s. a head in the price 
a JtY to pay is not the yardstick because as a result. If stock can be carted quickly 

much variation takes place from farm it makes a great deal of difference to their 
farm. The settler who 1s just starting condition, and a. difference of 5s. a head 

' develop hiS property in such an area on a couple o! hundred sheep is consider
.lUSt find It extremely difficult to carry able; it means the loss of the cream to 

.m if there is any increase in costs be- the farmer. 
cause, as most members know, the present As a genuine effort is being made bY 
price of wool is at an uneconomic level. the heads of the department, and the Com-

. In ~he outer areas people are not growing missioner himself, to Improve the services, 
gram as much as they used to but are I hope all railway employees will back up 
turning to the production of wool in an that effort. In the past we have felt that 
effort to reduce costs. Probably that is many railway employees did not realise 
successful to a degree. that they were supplylng a service to the 

I know that by good farming methods eomm~nlty. Generally _the comr;nunity 
many of these people have developed their appreciates a good serVlce, and 1f the 
properties, and wtU continue to develop attitude. of .the employees Jmproves l _am 
them further, so that their families can certain 1t Wlll meet with a good recept10n. 
carry on. But in the north·eastern part I would like to draw the Minister's atten
of Bencubbln a. few years ago there were tion to artlcles which appeared in the 
13 settlers, and that number has now "Farmers' Weekly" on the 7th August, 1958, 
dropped to four. The four remaining on pages 4 and 20, regarding the effe.cts 
farmers have bought out adjoining pro- of the extra costs of transport in the Jakes 
pert!es and we now have the spectacle of district and other areas. The effect ill 
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fairly general, and the alarm feU by the 
settlers in those areas should be of concern 
to us all. In future years the subsidy now 
paid will be reduced, and I reel tha~ tt 
would be a wise move on the Government's 
part it It reviewed lts present attitude and 
decided to restore the original subsidies 
instead of reduc~ them any further. 
After all, it would not be a great expense 
to the State, especiallY considering the 
savin~ which has supposedly been made 
because of the closing of certain rail ser
vices. I feel sure that U' that were done 
it would be most helpful to the people 
concerned. 

l would like to congratulate the Gov
ernment for the way in which it has 
tackled the native houslni problem, by 
means of its experiment at Narrogln. I am 
sure this will be of i]'eat assistance to our 
native population. As we all know, they 
are a nomadic people, and they will move 
about. But it will help them no end If 
they have an incentive, and know that 
they can live In close proximity to the 
town and be supplied with small dwellings 
and ablution blocks, which they cannot 
unduly damage. It is a most constructive 
move and a step in the right direction. 

My province probably has a greater 
native problem than others, and we feel 
that this move is something that should 
be accelerated. The natives would be very 
much happier, as would the residents of 
tbe towns, 1l the former were provided 
with small dwellings. ablution blocks and 
other facilities necessary to civilised living. 
By this means the natives would not cause 
the nuisance which they sometimes do at 
present, and which is more often than not 
brought about by their living in unhygienic 
dwellings, and in mla mlas when they are 
camped in close proximity to the towns. 

I think we are all very pleased to hear 
about the provision of finance to improve 
the Avon Valley water supply and the outer 
areas of the State. This scheme should 
be pushed along very QUickly. The popula
tions of most towns are increasing rapidly, 
because we ftnd that members of the rural 
community are retiring more to the coun
try towns, where they are known and have 
their families, rather than to the coastal 
areas and the cities. As 1 have said, this 
water supply scheme is a very good thing. 
It will help decentralisation to a degree 
because of the fact that more bulldlng wm 
take place. The provision of water supplies 
must help the position. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank all 
members or this House for the manner In 
whtch they have received me, and for their 
friendly attitude towards me. As a. new 
member it has been most pleaslng for me 
to come here and be received in this 
friendly fashion. It amazed me. I felt 
tha~ being a stranger I would ftnd it dUD
cult to ftt ln. But that has not been the 
case and accordingly I thank you, Mr. 

President, and all the members of this 
Chamber for the kind way in which I have 
been received. 

The Hon. G. Bennetts: We are noted for 
our haspltaUty. 

THE BON. L. A. LOGAN (Midland) 
[5.41: First.ly, I would like to congratu~ 
late you, Mr. President, on your elevation 
to the position you now hold. You have 
given long years of service to this State 
and the Commonwealth, and I feel you 
richly deserve your reward. I would also 
like to congratule those members who were 
fortunate enough to be elected unopposed. 
and also those of us who have been re
elected by the people 1n the areas we repre
sent. I offer my congratulations to Mr. 
Abbey for having been elected, although 
I must say that I feel very sad at the 
loss of one of my personal friends, namely, 
Mr. Baxter. But it Is the will of the 
people, and I do congratulate Mr. Abbey 
on his victory. 

Like Mr. Griffiths, I also deplore the 
fact that the Chlet Secretary, Mr. Fraser, 
Is still so 111 that he Is not able to attend 
the sittings of the House; and I , too, hope 
that the time is not far distant when he 
will be back again amongst us. I am sure 
we will all miss the rather snappy way 
he had of conducting the business of the 
House. I would like to revert for a 
moment, and to offer my congratulations 
again to Mr. Abbey on his initial speech 
this afternoon. I think hon. members 
will agr~ that he acquitted himself very 
well indeed. I do not know whether he 
was amicted with butterftles or not, but 
he certainly showed no signs of nervous
ness; and· It all augurs welJ for the future 
when Bills come before us for debate. 

I do not think we can let this oppor
tunity pass without offering our thanks to 
Mr. Loton. not only because he served 
thls Chamber as President for four years, 
but for the work he was able to perform 
within tbe precincts of this Chamber and 
Parliament House itself : not the least ot 
which is the start that has been made In 
an effort to complet~ the bullding of Par
liament House. I know that Mr. Loton 
was only one of a committee. but I be
lieve that, as Chairman of the House Com
mittee. most of the drive and most ot the 
suggestions come from bim. 

One of the improvements he was Instru
mental In gaining for us was the upholster
Ing of the seats in this Chamber. From 
that time on he was on the alert in an 
effort to find ways of improving faclllties 
for tnembers in this House. I think we 
will all agree that durlng the last occasion 
when Parliament was opened, the arrange
ments for serving afternoon tea were great
lY improved; and this was due to Mr. 
LOton•s efforts, and the assistance he re
ceived from the staff. He did away with 
all the congestion with which we had to 


