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the manufacture of boots, furniture, and
other things something like 15s. out of
every pound goes to labour. If the 214
millions to which I have already veferred
were diverted into other channels, it
wonld provide from three to four times
the amount of employment that is being
given to-day. Where then does the argu.
ment come in about the loss of employ-
ment? We would bave more men own.
ing their own little homes, there would be
happier families and better clothed
women and children, while better men
would form the backbone of the com:
munity. If this thing is done, it will nol
be for to-day or to-morrow, or for the
duration of the war, but we will never
go back on it, and in 10 years’ time we
will reflect and wonder how the existing
condition of things to-day was ever
allowed to go on.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Would you provide
some measure of protection for the
licensees who have taken long leases?

Mr. THOMAS: I would. The publi
cans in many instances to-day are not
making even a profit, but in any case ]
am not out on a crusade against any in-
dividual. The publican is no worse off
than any other person at the present time.
If the best and most sober and upright,
and most religious members of this House
were put in charge of hotels. and they
found themselves up against the proposi-
tion of making those hotels pay, they, by
forece of circumstances, would be com-
pelled to run the traffic for what it was
worth, and it would he the duty of the
Legislature to make it impossible fo
them to do that. We owe a solemn duty
to the country, and if members do nol
take advantage of if, it will be an ever-
lasting disgrace. 1 think it is somewhat
disereditable to find that the people who
have pretended to fight the temperance
campaign are not to-day attempting fo
strengthen the hands of members of Par-
liament to carry the Bill for the referen-
dum through both Hounses. Why are not
the temperance advocates doing some-
thing to convinee the majarity of the
people” and members of Parliament that
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such a measure as is proposed by the
Government is desirable.

Mr. B, J. Stubbs : They are getting
ready.

Mr. THOMAS : I think it will be
necessary to have all the agitation pos-
sible to conviace the people of Western
Australia of the desirability of bringing
about the early closing of hotel bars.
The full blast that they can bring to
bear upon publiec opinion will be required
if this Bill is to find its way through the
Legislative Council. T trust that if no
other good follows as the outcome of the
labours of this session, that this measure
will find a place on the statute-book of
Western Australia, '

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [8.42] :
It was pleasing to hear the hon. member
who just sat down speaking in such a
determined manner on the guestion of
the early closing of hotels. I consider,
at a juncture like this, that the people
should have the opportunity of deciding
whether the hotels should elase at an
earlier hour. I have no doubt that if
the question goes to the people it will
be decided by a big majority that the
sale of liquor should be confined to re-
striected howrs, The womenfolk, at any
rate, will vote solidly for the earlier
closing of hotels. Like my friend the
member for Bunbury, I am not a teetot-
aller, but I am not what may be ealled
a temperance crank. ‘The Governor’s
Speech is brief and the addresses which
have been delivered by hon, members
have likewise been brief, and it is my in-
tention to follow on similar lines. We
have felt the war cloud hanging over us
and we find it diffienlt to touch oh mat-
ters which might be termed purely par-
ochial. I was very pleased to see that
resolution passed, expressing confidence
in those direeting the affairs of the Em-
pire, and containing also an expression
of optimisin. that we will come out
on the right side. Similar exzpressions
are required in reference to the affairs of
our State. We want a spirit of optim-
ism, a belief in the future of our own
eountry. I believe that Western Aus-
tralia will prosper in spite of any Gov-
ernment, whether Liberal or Labour,
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The Premier remarked that ceriain mem-
bers were candid enough fo admit that
the Government had rendered all pos-
sible assistance to the farming commun-
ity; and he went on to say the Govern-
raent did not elaim any credit for that,
because it was essential in the interests
of the State. When, last session, T de-
clared it was the duty of the Govern-
ment to assist the farmers, that by so
doing the Government were only pro-
tecting their own assets, I was jeered
at. I am pleased indeed to find that the
Premier and his supporters have real-
ised that the farming community should
have due consideration. The Premier
* also stated that, not having any harvest
to earry, the Railways had lost approxi-
mately, £190,000. It goes to prove that
if we take care of the eountry, the towns
wil] take care of themselves. If should
be the duty of the Government to foster
our primary industries. We heard a
good deal from the member for Bunbury
(Mr. Thomas) in regard to the eoal
kings and their monopoly. As a matter
of fact, there are no greater supporters
of the coal kings of New South Wales
than our Government. In the 1913-14
report of the Commissioner of Railways,
we find that the Government imported
coal to the value of £94,254, and used
our loeal coal to the value of £90,680.
When hon. members speak of monopolies
theyv shounld hear in mind their own indus-
tries. T would like Lo draw attention to
the fact that the money sent out for im-
ported coal does not pay wages in this
State, does not pay rates and taxes here,
and does not help to educate our chil-
dren. T trust the Government will de-
termine to use nothing but our loecal
coal on the Railways. 1 know it is said
that it is not smitable to our locomo-
tives, but I maintain that we should
make the locomotives suitable to the
coal, and not import coal suitable to the
locomotives. If the amount of money
annually sent out of this State to foster
the so-called coal kings were spent here
it would be of vast benefit to the eom-
munity. The question of whether the
Government did right or wrong in en-
tering upon the State enterprises is
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purely & matter of opinion, In any
case those enterprises should be capital-
ised. In respect to the implement works,
the Minister for Works ought to wel-
come a select eommittee. If he is so
sure that be is on the right track he
should have nothing tp fear.

The Minister for Works: I
nothing to fear.

Mr. THOMSON: Then the Minister
ought to welcome a select committee.

The Minister for Works: No man whe
resigns should have an inquiry made in-
to his ecase.

Mr. THOMSON: It has been asked,
should our Railways and harbour works
be considered State enterprises. The
member for Irwin (Mr.James Gardiner)
dealt fully with that, and I do not pro-
pose to labour the question. In my
opinion a public enterprise is or should
be a publie utility, of benefil to the whole
community. In respect to the State Saw-
mills, things are not perhaps just as we
would like them. Indeed, in Tespect to
the whole of our State enterprises, there
is abrpad n feeling of distrust, and T
think the Government would be wise to
appoint some sore of commission of in.
vestimation. Tt would serve to set the
public mind at rest.

Mr. Foley: Do you eonsider the pre-
sent abnormal time opportune?

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, because if any-
thing is found to be wrong it could be
rectified and the enterprises established
on a proper footing when normal times
returned. I propose (o relate an incident
which eame under my personal notice,
and which serves to create doubt as to
the manner in which affairs are being
administered in sowe of our State enter-
prises. The Public Works Department
called tenders for the erection of a build-
ing, and specified that the timber to be.
used in the structure was to be secured
from the State sawmills at a price of
20s. per hundred delivered on trueks at
the nearest railway station. The price
at which the contractor could procure the
material . from loeal merchants was 13s.
per hundred. Of course we can easily
make ounr State enterprises pay if we
are going to compel contractors to pur-

have
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chase material from the State mills at
20s., notwithstanding that the same class
of material can be purchased elsewhere
for 13s.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Did you get any ex-
planation?

Mr. THOMSON: [ did not require
any; the faects were irrefutable.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The deparfment could
have supplied an explaration.

Mr. THOMSON: This is not an iso-
lated case.

Mr. Taylor: Were those prices guoted
in the specifications?

Mr. THOMSON : Yes, on trucks at the
railway station. The contractor brought
the specifications to me and asked if I
thought it was a fair thing. Again, the
department called tenders for a bridge
in the Denmark district, specifying that
powellised karri was to be used. Powel-
lised karri at Denmark railway station
eosts £6 6s., to which must be added
5s. for eartage, or £6 11s., whereas jarrah
could be delivered on the spot at £5 per
load.

The Minister for Works: Probably the
engineer preferred powellised karri.

Mr. THOMSON: But it i1s not good
business to cart material huge distances
and pay enormous railway freights when
the material is procurable on the spot.
This was for a bridge, and we know that
jarrah is a splendid timber for bridges.

Hon. R. H. Underwood ({Honorary
Minister) : Not splendid. It is reason-
ably good timber, but not splendid; it
never was.

Mr. THOMSON: I am only guoting
these instances as showing why there
is a certain degree of distrust in
. regard to our State enterprises. In
view of the large amount of money we
have invested in these enterprises, one
can only hope that all is well, and that
they will return a profit. But in the face
of instances such as I have quoted one
wonders whether things are quite right.

The Minister for Works: If youn had
asked me about this I would have made
inquiry. It is the first I have heard of
it.
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Mr. THOMSON: I gave the informa-
tion to the Press. This is old; it happened
some months ago.

The Minister for Works: I see; if is
a political matter.

Mr. THOMSON: No, it is not. 1If
the House had been sifting at the time
I would have brought it before the House,
I merely quote the instance as explain-
ing some of the distrust manifested in
respect to our State enterprises.

Mr. O’Loghlen: As a principle, do vou
believe in State sawmills?

Mr. THOMSON: I am not prepared to
say I do.

Mr. O’l.oghlen: Your party started two
of them.

Mr. THOMSON: The State sawmills
are not going to injure the big firm,
although probably they will have the effect
of closiug down small millers, men who
eannot stand up against the competition
of the Government.

Mr. O'Loghlen: If the State mills
charge prices such as you have quoted,
the small private mill need have no fear.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: We eannot have a
monopoly in State mills.

Mr. THOMSON: That is the point.
Apparently the Government are desirous
of obiaining a monopoly to supply our
public departments with material from
State enterprises. Some hon, members
may regard it as right that the Govern-
ment shonld echarge 50 per ecent. more
than one has to pay to a private indi-
vidral, but that is not my view.

- Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : That 1s not done,

Mr. THOMSON: I tell you I ean pro-
duce the specification.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): T say you are wrong.

Mr. THOMSON: I am right. If a
private individual is desirous of purchas-
ing jarrah from the State mills he will
get it at a considerably lower price than
those mills are charging for material for
public works.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary
Minister) : I think you are making an
absolotely false statement.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

member must withdraw,

The hon
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Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : 1 withdraw,

Mr. THLOMSON : T am nol in the babit
of making false statements in the House.

Hon. R. H. Underwoed (Honorary
Minister) : You have not been here long
enough to acquire a habit.

My, THOMSON: 1 hope 1 never will.
Whenever | make a charge against the
Government I shall be able {o subsian-
tiate the charge.

The Minister for Works; If you had
brought thal complaint to me it would
have been rectified at once. It is the
first time I have heard of such a thing
taking place.

Mr. THOMSON: I am merely stating
what has happened and giving a reason
for the distrust in our State enterprises.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Do you know
whether that is still existing?

Hon. R. H. Underwooed (Honorary
Minister) : We had some distrust regard-
ing the chaff merchants at Northam and
have not heard too much about it from
vour side of the House.

Mr. Wanshrough: That does not clear
this matter up.

Mr. THOMSON: The Honorary Min-
ister will not put me off the track with
the chaff he is trying to throw about. I
take this opportunity to congratulate the
Minister for Lands on bringing his inspec-
tors together and giving them instrue-
tions to spread agricultural knowledge
throughout the-various districts they visit.
This was a step in the right direction
and the Minister deserves commendation
for having initiated the movement, T
would like him to go a step further and
confer with the Education Department
with a view to having agrieultural sub-
jeets tanght in the eountry schools. The
leader of the Country party referred to
bulk-handling of grain. T admit this is
not a time to urge the initiation of any
scheme which would involve a large ex-
penditure of money. The member for
Nelson expressed the hope that the Gov-
ernment wounld consider the question of
preparing a site at Albany for the instal-
lation of bulk-handling. The Minister for
Lands will remember that a large depnta-
tion waited wpon him at Katanning and
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made that request, and T am pleased that
in a private conversation with the Minis-
ter I learned the Government had nof lost
sight of the proposal. I believe that in
due conrse bulk-handling will be initiated
in this State. The Premier estimated that
we would have 18,000,000 bushels of
wheat. That, at a cost of 3d. per
bushel for bags, means that the cost to
the farming community will be £243,750.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : 1t does not; not by a long way.

Mr, THOMSON: If the Honorary
Mimister doubts me he can figure it out
for “himself.

Hon. B. H. Underwood ({Honorary
Minister) : I know it does not. You will
not get as much for bulk as for bagged
wheat.

Mr. THOMSON: It wonld pay the
farmers in tlhis State to undertake a
dircet tax in order to have bulk-handling
initiated, because in a short space of time
the whole of the money required for bags
would be saved. The present system re-
sults in wasie to the community, and if
we could save only a half of that £243,000,
the country would be better off for the
adoption of bulk-bandling.

Mr. Foley: Whom would you tax to
provide it?

The Minister for Lands: You must get
an increased price from the other end
for your bulk wheat.

The Alinister for Works: You would
only get the price for ungraded wheat.

Mr. THOMSON: I am merely dealing
with the question of bags and there is cer-
tainly cause for reflection. Personally, 1
think the sooner we adopt the bulk-hand-
ling system the better.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) ; You look at only one side of
the guestion. .

Mr. THOMSON: I know more about
the wants of the farming community than
the Honorary Minister., I would prefer
to see more flour exported from the State,
so that we could retain the huge
amount of money being sent away every
year for the purchase of bran and pol-
lard. During the six months ended May,
we imported bran and pollard to the valoe
of £60,314. This is one of the reasons why
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T am not an ardent federalist. 1 am
what some people would call a little Ans-
tralian.  Western Anustralia joined the
Federation at least 25 years too soon, and
we are not in a position to foster our in-
dustries as Vietoria and New South
Wales were able fo assist theirs. If we
had not joined the Federation, I believe
we woukd have been in a better position
financially than we are to-day. Dealing
with education, we have had laid before
us an excellent report from the depart-
ment. The Minister for Education re-
marked that eompensation had been made
For the shorier sehool hours by giving the
children extra homework. 1 made the
statement that that did not apply to my
distriet, and T here reiterate it. The re-
zulation has not had effect in my distriet,
and that is one of the grievanees T have.
Recently I met a group of children in
Perth and asked them why they were not
at school. The reply was, “The Govern-
ment are too hard ap to payv the teachers;
therefore we have to have one day off
every three weeks.” i is pitiable to
hear such remarks from echildren,

Mr, Foley: They are great readers of
polities.

~Mr, - THOMSON: -The statement was
made to me and | say it is pitiable that
children should be placed in a position
in_which they condd make such remarks.

Mr. Foley: It bas been hammered into
them for political reasons.

Mr. THOMSON: Some members can
never see anything beyond political rea-
sons. I believe a majority of the teachers
would have been quite prepared to work
full hours at their present salaries.

Mr. Munsie: And you would have
made just as great a complaint ahout the
reduction of teachers’ salaries.

Mr. Foley: Better to do that than
charge for education.

Mr, THOMSON: It is amusing to hear
members waintaining that salaries have
not been reduced. It is farcical to con-
tend that such is the case, Salaries have
been reduced.

Mr. Munsie: They have not.

Mr. THOMSON: The hon. member
wonld have a most difficult task to con-
vinee the wife of a civil servant that she
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was not receiving less money every week
for Lousekeeping.

Mir, Munsie: No one would attempt to
prove that.

Mr. THOMSON: Then why will the
hon. member persist in stating that sal-
aries have not been reduced?

Mr. Munsie: Because the husband is
wiving less service to the State.

The Attorney General: He has received
a quid pro gun,

Mr. THOMSON : That is purely a mat-
ter of opinion, Touching one pbase of
the war, evervone must adwit that tech-
nical education has proved a tower of
strength to the German nation.

Mzr. Munsie: And the nationalisation
of coal mines.
Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary

Minister) : And natural brutality.

Mr. THOMSON: The Jesson we can
learn from the war is that we must give
our children more technical edueation.
The Government have done much in this
divection. They have provided factlities,
but there is one great weakmess. While
providing facilities for those intellectually
clever and studious and desirous of im-
proving themselves, there is a great difii-
eulty in that a majority of the children
on reaching the age of 14 and leaving
school, have no further desire to acquire
knowledge, .

My, Foley: They have greater facilities
in this State than in any other.

Mr. THOMSON: They may have in
the hon, member’s distriet, but they have
not in mine, I am referring to the matter
as it affects my district, In the eities and
more thickly populated centres, the facil-
ities are available, and this order of things
shounld apply to the whole State.

The Attorney General: How could you
find the money for it%

Mr. THOMSON: I will explain where
I consider the money conld be found.
Supporters of the Government are ask-
ing for helpful eriticism.

Hon. R. H. Urderwood (Honorary
Minister) : We are not asking for any-
thing; we take all you give us.

Mr. THOMSON: While members say
they are desirous that there shall be a
political truce, the unfortunate part is
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that they consider the eriticism helpful
whenever it is to the liking of the Gov-
ernment, but if we eriticise any particular
portion of their adminisiration we are
accused of introduecing party politics.
That is the attitude of some members on
the Government side.

The Minister for Mines: You have
never made a speech that has not bheen
complaints from start to finish. Yon
bave complained more than all the rest
put together,

Mr. THOMSON : And with just cause
too. Whenever 1T have been in a positiou
to commend the Government I have done
so, but if T have grievances, and if I cou-
sider my constitnency is not getting jus-
tice, I will voice my complaint. Under
our system of educalion ab present infant
classes are nothing more or less than
State nurseries. It would be interesting
to get a return of the number of child-
ren under five years of age attending
school. I consider we are paying an en-
ormous amount of money to nurse the
children in our schools. Instead of tak-
ing the children at five years of age, I
advoeate raising the age to six vears.

The Minister for Mines: Six is the
compulsory age now,

AMr. THOMSON : Children are received
at from four and a half to six years.

The Minister for Mines: From two and
a half T think,

Mr. THOMSON: The schools should
take no children under the age of six
years, and the money heing spent on the
kindergarten and DMontessori systems
should be utilised to give the children
technical education. If boys and girls, on
leaving school, were compelled to aitend
classes on one or two afternoons or
evenings each week, the outeome would
be that employers would benefit as a re-
sult of the technical knowledge aequired
by the children. I think it would be prac-
tical to give them one or two afternoons
off, and not necessarily the whole after-
noon. I think that the money we are
spending, on playing at school on- the
part of children under six years. of age,
could be better spent by giving our boys
and girls technical education, and by com-
pelling them to attend. oo
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The Minister for Mines: That policy
would hit the sparsely populated agricul-
tural cenfres more than any other part
of the State.

The Attorney General: T would like to
know what would be said at Katanning
if we stopped taking children under the
age of six.

Alr, THOMSON : That bas not troubled
the Minister very much when the Govern-
ment bave been saying all over the State
that the children should have one holiday
in every three weeks. T think the same
thing would apply. I maintain, with all
respect, that the suggestion T am offering
is a good one. It would be of better ad-
vantage to the hoys and girls to have the
compulsory technical education that I
have mentioned instead of their time
being otherwise wasted—at all events, it
is a waste so far as the State is con-
cerned when we turn our infant schools
into State nurseries.

The Minister for Works: A child of
five years of age is a very pood thing
to have in a disrict when you want to
make up the requisite numbers for a
sehool,

The Minister for Mines: The frouble in
this State is that when children have gone
through a course of higher education
there are not sufficient openings for them
to be employed, Theyeshounld rather go
ont upon the lands of the State,

The Atlorney General: They want
children even under 14 to be relieved
from compulsory education now.

Mr. THOMSON: I hope, at all events,
those are very few in number.

Mr, Munsie: They are at all events
equal fo the number of those who are com-
plaining about the one day's holiday in
three weeks.

Mr. THOMSON : The hon, member for
Hannans is apparently the authority for
the Minister, He gives us all the infor-
mation required, and it is unnecessary
to apply to the Minister.

Mr. Munsie: And it is reliable infor-
mation too. '
- Mr. THOMSON: Tt has been fore-

casted, but it is not in the Governmor’s
Speech, that we. will probably = bave
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brought forward this session incressed
taxation proposals.

The Minister for Mines: Where is that
forecasted? It must be a wireless gone
astray.

Mr. THOMSON: The Government are
in this position that they must get rev-
enue. We, as a party on this side of the
Honse, have been aceused of turning
down the income tax proposals of the
Ministry. The statement has been made
that if we had passed those proposals the
land would bave heen flowing with milk
and honey. People always omil in mak-
ing that statement, however, to say that
that tax was being imposed purely to
find work for the unemployed.

The Minister for Mines: That conld
have been struck out easily.

Ar. THOMSON: If a tax is to be in-
troduced I know of no form of taxzation
fairer than the income tax. T am a be-
liever in that tax, and the more I have
to pay to the Taxation Department on
that score the better T like it. If the
Government are considering the introduc-
tion of such a tax I wonld say fo them,
“PDo not tax the other fellow; tax your-
selves as well.” 1 consider that the Gov-
ernment should reduce the smount to at
least £100.

The Minister for Mines: Reduce what?

Mr. THOMSON: The exemption. My
reason for this is that it would enable
tha Government to tax single men and
women who are receiving Tair
and have no responsibilities and no ties.

Mr. O’Loghlen : How do you know they
have no responsibilities, partienlarly the
single women?

The Minister for Mines: How would
you tax the single women when the men
bave gone away to the front?

Mr. O'Loghlen: And women who are
out of work.

Mr, THOMSON: If single women are
out of work they would have no tax to
pay. There are scores of single men whe
have been receiving fair salaries and have
no responsibilities, but are getting off
seot free. Sufficient consideration has
not been given to the married men,

The Minister for Works: We were all
single al one time.

salaries, .
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Mr. THOMSON: Possibly we were. I
do not propose te deal with that ques-
tion, The Government are asking for
helpful eriticism. This is not carping
criticism. I throw ouf that suggestion
becanse T believe in it. I would like to
urge upon the Government, seeing that
they have to look round for revenue, the
necessity for seriously considering the in-
troduction of a tax upon amusements.

The Premier: We introduced a Bill to
provide for that.

Mr. THOMSON: I am convinced that
if the Government introduced a fax on
amusements entirely by itself it would be
earried.

The Premier: Why by itself? They
could have made it by itself by amending
the other Bill if they had wished to do
50,
Mr. THOMSON: If the Covernment
are looking for revenue I suggest that
eourse to them.

Mr. Heitmann: Why tax men for the
amusements they go to. when others pre-
fer to put their money into the Savings
Bank?

Mr. THOMSON: I wouid tax amuse-
ments because I regard them as the super-
fluities of life. Im my opinion all-luxnries
should be taxed.

The Premier: Amusements are not the
superfluities of life.

Mr. THOMSON: They are one of the
luxuries of life.

The Premier: They are a necessity.

Mr. O’Loghlen: It would be a poor
world withont a little of it.

Mr. THOMSON: If the people are
desirous of going to picture shows, or to
a raeecourse, or any other place of that
deseription, they will ¢heerfully pay any
extra tax that the Government may like
to put upon them.

Mr. Heitmann: The guestion is, is it a
fair thing to fax them?®

Mr. THOMSON: I say it is fair,

The Premier: If youn think it is fair,
why did you not help to pass it when it
was here?

Mr. THOMSON: I am pleased at the
brevity of the Governor’s Speech. I
should have liked to have seen an amend-
ment introduced of the Roads Act. The
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road boards have had several confer-
ences, and are of opinion that there are
matters of vital importance which require
to be amended in that Aet.

The Minister {or Works: I have read
their conference notes and cannot find
anything very vital.

Mr., TEHOMSON: It is a matter of
opinion a$ to whether tbis is vital or
not. In the opinion of the Roads Boeard
Conference, it is desirable that these
amendments should be made, In refer-
ence to the freezing works, I am not go-
ing to enfer into any discourse on the
conlract system or any other system. I
consider it is a wise step to introduce
these freesing works inlo the North-
West. 1 hope the day is not far distant
when we shall bave freezing works in
various portions of the State. One feels
diffident about touching on matters affect-
ing one’s own constituency at a time like
this, During last session there was
passed a Bill for a railway from
Nyabing to Lake Pingrup. These
people are anxions to know when it
is going fo be started. T would like
the Minister for Works to make
some announcement. T know he is
placed in a difiienlt position owing o
want of eash, but I hope that is nol al-
ways going o be the case,

The Minister for Works: 1t will take
ite ofdinary position with other railways.

hr. THOMSON: When the hon. Mr,
Johnson was Minister for Works he
toured the district, and gave the people
a definite assurance that he would have
a survey made of the line from Ongerup
to Needilup.

Mr, (Loghlen: You do not say the
Minister for Liands made a promise?

Mr. George: Did he ever make any-
thing elseq

Mr. THOMSON: I regret to see thal
Ministers are casting reflections upon one
of their colleagues.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The most promising
man i the House.

Mr. THOMSON: When Ministers
doubt the promise made by one of their
eolleagues what are the people to think?
I hope these matters will be attended to
in due course, I trust at a later period
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when the Dsthwates are being discussed.
to deal with one or two maiters, and (o
have a litlle wmore (o say then.

Mr, ROBINSON (Canning) [9.25]: T
was very glad to botice in one part of
the Governor's Speech that there were no
Bills Lo be brought before us of a party
naiure. T was hoping that the same ele-
ment which appeared in the Specch
would be found expressed in our debales,
bui already the member for Bunbury
(Mr. Thomas} has become militant. He
brings in all kinds of matters which are
ot the utmost party importance. 1 this
session of Parliamnent is to be brought to
a close without party matters being dis-
cussed 1 think we ought all lo set the
example. The member for Bunbury is
not an  wnimportanl wember of “our
party,” and he should be kept quiet. So
far as | am personally cuncerned, ! de-
sire to say that the views expressed by
the depuiy leader of this side of the
Honse (Hon. M, B. Lefroy) are mine
precisely. The temperate methud adopted
by the deputy lender in addressing the
House is fo be commended by all sides.
1 am sure that every menber on this side
of the House, al all events, was very
pleased indeed with the way he pluced
the business hefore the Chamber. Speak-
ing on the question of Ihe war—becouse
it seems to me te be the all-absorbing
topic —1 want fo say that in the Eastern
States the other day, when everybody was
Lustling about reerniling—especially in
Victoria—and hustling up men, bands
playing, Ministers of ¢he Crown and
members of the Opposition touring the
conutry and sounding the big drum, and
rounding up the men, T felt proud to
think that we back here in Western Ans-
tralia, withont all i{hat paraphernalis,
were still able to bold our own in the
matter of recruniting.

The Attorncy General: And did more
than the Eastern States in comparison.

Mr. ROBINSON: Before the week of
that big beat up we were ahead of all the
other States in Australia. Owing, how-
ever, to that big beat np Vietoria, I
think, now takes the lead.

The Attorney General: In proportion
to the population.



