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living without interfering with the standard

of living, it would be a step in the right
direetion. 1 agree with Mr, Cernell that
we should take a long view and shonld press
aohead with the determination that we are
going to surmount our difficulties, Only
reproduetive works should be undertaken.
Regarding Government employees on the
goldfields, I hope the Government will at-
tend to the matter as speedily as possible.
If the payment is made retrospective to the
date when the party took office, the Govern-
ment will make themselves very popular.

On motion by Hon. 'V, Hamersley debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—~Central) [556]: I move—

That the Flouse aut its riging adjourn till
Thursday, 27th July, at 2.45 p.m.

(Question put and passed.

House adjowrned at 3.57 p.m,

Tegislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 26th July, 1933,

Questions : Primary products, marketing .. ... M8
Group and soldier sett.lamenta, ag to dairylug ... 108
Sitting hours e 108

Addreas-ln-Reply, ﬁfth day ... ... 106

Adjournment, Special ... .. 136

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—PRIMARY PRODUCTS,
MARKETING.

Mr, FERGUSON asked the Premier: Do
the Government intend to introduce during
this session a measure for the organisation
of the marketing of primary products?
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The PREMIER replied: It i1s not ems-
tomary for the Government to announce
their policy in answer to Parlimmmentary
questions,

QUESTION-—GROUP AND SOLDIER
SETTLEMENT.
As to Dairvying.

Mr. BROCKMAN asked the Premier: Is
it s intention to afford the House, during
the eurrent session, an opportunity to dis-
cuss thoroughly the whole position of group
settlement and soldier settlement, partieu-
larly wibth respect to its effect on the dairy-
ing industry?

The PREMIER replied: Yes. The Stand-
ing Ovders provide ample opportunity for
the discussion of any subject which any
member desires to bring forward.

QUESTION—SITTING HOURS.

Mr. HAWKE asked the Premier: iil he
give favourvable consideration to the ques-
tion of commenecing the proceedings of the
Legislative Assembly at 2.30 p.m. each day,
instend of at 4.30 p.m. as is now the rule?

The PREMIER replied: The hows of
meeting have already heen decided upon by
Sessional Ovders, but they are subject to
alteration, if the louse so desives, ar any
time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. HAWKE (Northam) [4.33]: By
this time, Mr. Speaker, vou must he aware
that vour appointment has met not only
with the approval of all members of this
House but also with wide publiec approval
throughout the length and hreadth of West-
ern Ausiraha. After the exceedingly effee-
tive speeches delivered by those who have
already taken part in this debate, it is with
a good deal of doubt I proeced to contri-
bute my quota of thought. Particularly
have the speeches delivered by the new and,
if T may say so, the young members been
of a high charaeter, One pleasing feature
of the composition of this Parliament exists
in the fact that there is a much greater
proportion of young men than has been the



[26 Juvny, 1933.]

case, probably, in any previous Parliament.
It is something of which we may well be
proud. It indicates to me that the young
men of Western Australia arve at lnst wnk-
ing a keen interest in public affairs, and
that they have deeided that the time has
arrived when the young men should take a
practical part in shaping the laws of this
State and in ordering the fufure destiny
of the people of Western Australia. It is
a healthy sign iudeed, and I feel sure that
this Parliament will be greatly advantaged
hy virtue of the fact that it numbers in
its membership a much greater proportion
of youthful men than has previously heen
the case. And, hy the way, I number myself
among the yvouthful men. The Premier and
all his Ministers, with the exception of the
Minister for Employment (Hon. J. J. Ken-
neally), bave had previous esperience in
controlling the departments and the affairs
of State. “Therefore it is not necessary to
offer them any encouragement, nor is it
necessary to tell them their business. Suffi-
cient is it to relv wpon them to show dwr-
ing this Parliament the same common sen.c,
the vame initiative. and the same wide ont-
look as they demonstrated during the vears
from 1924 to 1930. Although the Minister
for Employment is, or at the time of as-
suong office was, unpractised in the art
of administrative government, I have suaffi-
cient confidence in his general experience
and in his ability to offer the prophecy that
he will earry out his heavy task in a sue-
cessful and a statesmanlike manner. Many
people have offered the members of the
Collier Ministry sympathy because of the
difficult cireumstances which face them, but
I am courageous enough to offer eongratu-
lations. beeause in my opinion times of
great diffieulty are also times of great ap-
portunity for those in charge of the powers
of government in any State or couniry. The
political commentator of the “West Aus.
tralian”, in an article contributed by him
to that paper on Saturday last, laid upon
my undeserving shoulders the responsibility
for the elevation of Sir James Mitehell to
the position of Lieut.-Governor. 1 will deny
the soft impeachment, if I may, and refer
to the note in question as “the unkindest
cut of all.” While on thiz subject it will he
expected, [ suppose, that I should say some-
thing regarding the appointment. 1 feel
that the circumstances are such as to war-
rant a statement not onlv from me but from
every member of this Chaumber. The cir-

107

cumstances of the appointment of the new
Lieut.-Governor in my opinion almost bor-
der on the extraordinary. 1t appears that
ny soon as the general election was over
and as soon as the defeat of Sir James Mit-
chell had been effected, the previous Lieut.-
Ciovernor at once found it impossible, or
undesirable, for him to carry on the vice-
regal duties; and forthwith he resigned, and
apparently at the same time recommended
the appointment of Sir James Mitehell to
the vacant position.  When the appoint-
ment was frst jpade publie and a number
of my supporters in Northam ecame to me
demanding oan explanation of the action
taken, the statement I offered was that
it was qa  highly chivalrous act on the
part of a very benevolent Government; and
most of those to whom I spoke were in-
clined to sceept my sunuing-up of the
situntion. However, we have since found
thant not only were the present Ciovernment
not responsible for that appointment, but,
indeed, that they were not even paid the
courtesy of being consulted in any way
with regard to it. 1 understand that there
is no legal or constitutional necessity for a
State Government to he consulted in any
chape or form on such a matter. Although
me may agree that that is the constitutional
nosition, we yet may also contend that the
claims of common courtesy require that the
Ministers of a State Government should at
least be asked whether they had an objec-
tion at all to the appointment of the pro-
posed appointee. Theve was this important
peint in addition; Sir James Mitchell had
been decisively defeated in his own distriet
at the general election. Furthermore, his
party and policy had been overwhelmingly
rejected by the great majority of the peo-
ple of Western Australin. I have tried to
imagine what would be the resuli bhad a
Labour leader been appointed to the posi-
tion in similar eircumstances. I am in-
clined to think that protests would have
rolled in, and would still be rolling in, from
all parts of the State.
Member: Just as thev are fo-day,

Mr. HAWKE: In addition. I imagine,
some at Jeast of our newspapers would still
be complaining ahout the danger and the
wickedness of appointing a defeated party
leader to a position demanding absolute in-
dependence of thought and of action. For
my own part, I have no personal feeling
whatever against Sir James Mitehell. I am
sure he will earry out his easy aud light
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duties in a manner that will give offence to
nobody hut satisfaction to all. I am sure
he will, in his new position, do what he
has always tried to do in the public posi-
tions he has previously oceupied—iry to do
his best for this State of Western Austra-
lia of which he is a native and which dur-
ing his long years in State polities he has,
according to his lights and his belief, done
his best to serve to the highest possible ad-
vantage. [ am sure, nevertheless, that Sir
James AMitchell would feel much more com-
fortable m his new position if he had the
knowledge that his appointment had been
approved of by the present Ministers. All
I have to add on this question is that T
look forward to the time when in this State
of Western Australia, and in the other
States of the Commonwealth too, this very
expensive undertaking of a Governor or a
Lieut.-Governor will no longer be consid-
ered necessary and the taxpayers of the
varions States be saved, as a result of the
abolition of the position, at least £5,000
every Yyear. There ean be no doubt the
decision of the people of Western Austra-
lia as given at the recent eleefions was a
very sever judgment indeed. If 1 might
offer an opinion, T would say that that
severe decision was entirely justified by the
factz pertainine to the elections and the
administrafive and legislative cfforts of the
previous Government. Polities apart, how-
ever, I find it possible to shed a fear over
the bodies of those who fell in the contest.
Probably my sympathy is aroused hecanse
of the fact that six years ago in South Aus-
tralia I myself suffered the disappointment
of political defeat by the narrow margin
of nine votes. Although [ fing it possible
to sympathise with those who were defeated
at the election in April, 1 eannot bring my-
self to hope that all of them will be returned
to this Parliament n three years’ fime; but
L ean hope that each of them may be sue-
cessful in finding suitable, permancnt and
profitable occupation in the civil life of the
commaunity, in which case Parliament’s loss
may possibly be the community’s gain. I
make the frank admission thus carly in my
politieal eareer in this State that I faee
the task of representing the people in this
Parliament with much misgiving and with
grave doubts as to the volume of beneficial
work this PParliament may be able to do. it
cannot he denied that everv party comes
info power on a wave of public anticipa-
tion which it is nearly always impossible

[ASSEMBLY]

for the successful party adeguately to [ul-
fil. There is no doubt that in some of the
statements made yesterday by the member
for Nedlands (Hon, N. Keenan) there was
some fruth; there 1= no doubt that larvge
numbers of people in Western Australia
have a tremendous faith in the change of
Government that was effected in April last;
there i3 no doubt many of them hope for,
if not miracles, at least something approxi-
mating thereto. But when we look af the
Incts of the situation, when we senrch into
the powers of this Parhament to deal with
the problems confronting the State, we find
those powers so restricted as to make it very
difficult for any Government, no matter how
well-intentioned it may be, no matter how
capable its Ministers, no matter bow en-
thusiastic its supporters, we find that the
restriction of powers I have referred to ren-
der it intensely diffienlt for any great or
rapid progress to he made. The members
of this Parliament of Western Australia are
not in any unique position in that respeet,
heeauze this principle applies almost with-
out exception to every State Government
in Australia. We fiud that the Government
of Western Australia, for instance, have no
legal power or constitutional authority to
deal with the money question. Yet this
problemn which conironts our State is the
same as the problem confronting every na-
tion in the world, which is undoubtedly at
bottom a money ¢risis. In addition, there
is the important fact that the Federal auth-
ority has first and in many instances com-
plete power over the main sources of taxa-
tion in Australia, By virtue of that fact
we find that they grab, if I may use the
term, the whole of the Customs and excise
revenue, the whole of the sales tax reve-
nue and in addition take great sums of
money Erom the people per medinm of the
income tax, the land tax, and numerous
other taxation imposts which they are per-
mitted to inflici upon the people of Aus-
tralia. And despite the fact that the Fede-
ral authority is empowered to do these
things, and despite the fact that it does col-
lect a2 tremendous amount of taxation from
the people annually, we find the services it
earries on cannot 1measure in importance
with the services which the various State
Governments arve expected fo earry throngh.
For instance, in Western Australia the Giov-
ernment, like most of the State Gaovern-
ments, are expected fo undertake the tre-
mendous responsibility of carrying through
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and finuneing services in connection with
health, educafion, unemployment, railways,
land development, police and numerous
other services which are both important and
costly.  And it does appear to me, as it
must appear to every memhber of the House,
that the time is long overdue when there
should he a drastic rearrangement of the
powers and responsihbilities of the Federal
and State Governments, I am not prepared
to embrace the proposal which the people
of Western Australia endorsed 2 few month-
ago as a solution of this problem. The
member Lor Nedlands painted for us a won-
derful picture rvegarding the tremendous
liberty, freedom and prosperily that would
bhe bestowed upon us if only we cut our-
selves entirvely adrift from the vest of Aus-
tralia.  In my opinion, that would be no
release at all, but wonld be merely a move-
ment out of the frying pan into the fire.
Because secession is, first of all, imprae-
ticable: in my opmion it is a sham and
was only brought forward in this State at
the last election for the purpose of attempt-
ing the impossible task of saving some of
the supporters of the previous Government
from political defeaf.

Mr. Latham: That is not a very generous
statement,

Mr. HAWKE: It is not generous, but
it is true, and it is neecssary that truth
should take precedence over gencrosity.

Mr. Latham: I say the statement is not
frue,

Mr. HAWKE: I say it is, and T point
out that it failed miserably in ils ohjeetive:
hecause the only supporters of the previ-
ous Government which it saved were the
member for Nediands (Hon. N. Keenan)
and the member for Avon (Mr. Griffiths).
Conditions in this State are indeed in a
parlous position. I am not here to make
any alarmist statement, or to indulge in
pessimism, but I do say from my experience
in this State during the last four years
that the business undertakings of Western
Australia are faced with extreme diffieulty,
that our farming industries are struggling
along somehow under the tremendous and
twin burdens of low prices and heavy in-
tere=t liahilities, that our workers are strug-
aling under unemplovment, either wholly or
in part, and that our hoys and girls have
neither work nor any prospect of ohtain-
ing it. In face of these conditions, T think
my previous statement, that I accept the re-
sponsibility of representing the people in
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thig Pavliawment with a good deal of misgiv-
ing, is entirvely justified. Now, if the muin-
hers of this Parliament have not the legis-
lative power to deal with the existing pro-
hlem as it should be dealt with, and if,
through the operations of the Federal auth-
ority in the field of taxation this Govern-
ment find it dillicult to raise the taxation
necessary to improve the conditions of the
people generally, what ean the members of
this Parliament do to justify their exist-
ence? That, to my thinking, i1s a question
that goes {o the very root of the existing
situation, and on present appearances it
would seem that the memhers of this Par-
hament will find it almost as difficult to jus-
tify their existence as did the members
of the previous Parliament. That is not
an nngencrous statement, either, but merely
a statement of self-evident truth. Although
there are numerouns and varied diffienlties
in the way of our Government legislatively,
aithough we may be handeuffed to a great
exfent, although the taxation field may be
closed against us, yet I feel that the mem-
hers of this Parliament, if they co-operate
if they bring their individual and collective
experiences to bear upon the difficulties face-
ing the State, they will be able to do some-
thing at any rate to bring about an im-
proved condition in the affairs of the com-
mnnity and thus justify their existenee and
justify the influence they exert on the fin-
aneinl resouvees of the State as a whole.
When the member for North-East Fremantle
(Mr. Tonkin) suggested that we ought to
consider our position more from the loecal
aspect, that we should give less econsid-
eration to what was happening in other
countries and more consideration to what
was happening in our own, when he sug-
gested that we should attempt the organisa-
tion of our own resources in such a way
as to ensure better conditions for our own
penple, the Leader of the Opposition felt
Justified in mildly rebuking the hon. mem-
her for his suggestion, and the member for
Nedlands felt justified in very severely re-
buking him for the statements he had made
in that regard. For my part, I congratu-
late the member for North-East Fremantle
for having had the courage to declare that
we might, by a reorganisation of the affairs
of the State, do a great deal in the diree-
tion of hringing about an improvement in
the general eonditions.

Fon. W. D. Johnson: Tf we eannot, the
position is hopeless.
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Mr. HAWKE: If we find it impossible
to reorganise the affairs of the community,
if we find it impossible to establish a more
solid basis for the productive industries of
Western Australia, then it will be impos-
sible for the members of this Parliament to
Justify their existence, and the sooner Par-
liament 13 shut down and the taxpayers
saved the responsibility of providing for
its upkeep, the better it will be for all
concerned. It is useless for members of this
Parhhament to say that, although conditions
are had in this State, they are equally bad
in every country in the world. That is
merely a coward’s way of dodging respon-
sibility. It is useless also for some mem-
bers to say as has been said, that as the
World Conference did not suceeed in find-
ing a way out of the depressed conditions
that confront us, it cannot be expected that
we, the humble members of a small State
Parliament, ean solve those difficnlties and
overcome the problem. The only answer I
can make to a contention of that kind is
that the World Conference very appropri-
ately conducted its deliberations in one of
the museums in England. I know of no
more appropriate place in which the de-
liberations ecould have been carried on, ex-
cept it were a morgue or cemetery or some
place of that kind. We have a situation
in the world, including Australia and this
State, that is full of terrible contradiefions.
It is unnecessary to say perhaps that never
in the history of this State, never in the
history of the Commonwealth and npever
in the history of the world were conditions
more favourable from the point of view of
the production of goods and the supplying
of services for a bigher standard of living
for the people than is the case to-day. It
is almost superfluous to point out that men,
with the aid of machinery, during the last
few vears have produoced an abundance of
those commodities neecessary for the mate-
rial welfare and comfort of human beings.
Yet despite the tremendous progress in the
fields of production, never before in the
history of the world has there been a worse
set of conditions than now exists. May ]
be permitted to draw the attention of mem-
bers of this House to some of the state-
ments issued to the people here and in other
parts of Australia nof so many years ago,
Even in my short existence, T ean remem-
ber leaders of political thought, leaders of
financial thought, and leaders of the vari-
ous newspapers in Australia carrying on a
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deliberate and widespread cumpaign fo en-
cowrage the people to work harder, to work
longer, and to produce more, About six
or seven years ago Mr. Bruce, then Prime
Minister of Australia, led a very vigorous
campaign of that kind. When some of the
leaders of the working-class organisations
asked what henefit was likely to arise for
working people from working harder and
longer and producing more, they were told
told that obviously improved conditions
would follow the inereased production of
roods. They were told that as produetion
inereased so the standard of living wonld
antomatieally improve, and as n result
evervthing in the garden of Australia wonld
he lovely for the people of Australin. Not
only the industrial workers hut the farmers
responded magnificently fo the eampaign
carried on at that time, with the result that
the production of goods of every varviety
mereased at an amazing rate. At the same
time similar eampaigns were heing earried
on in every other country of the world. But
instend of the social conditions of the peo-
ple improving as an outeome of the in-
creased production of wealth, instead of peo-
ple receiving better wages, instead of their
receiving  better industrial conditions, in-
stead of evervthing improving automatieally
with the inereased production of goods, we
found that after a few years the markets
of the world began to be glutted, that prices
began rumousty to fall, that the depression
began itz world-wide sweep, and that un-
employment and misery were the reward
that the people of the world reaped from
the additional effor( they provided in in-
creasing the produection of every eonceivable
class of commodity. The people were told
that there was no need to worry ahout the
money side of the situation. They were
told it was a natural law that the inereased
nroduetion of goads would bring into exist-
ence an increased volume of money neces-
sary for the regular and rapid distribution
of the goods so produced. The people were
led 1o believe it was a natural law that auto-
matically operated. Since then the people
have come to understand that no such thing
has happened. They have seen the produe-
tton of goods increasing tremendousiy and
the volume of moneyv in cirenlation decreas-
ing with the result that the deereased volume
af money thronghout the world has heen ex-
pected to carrv an the distribution of a tre-
mendously increased velume of goads, In-
evitably =uel a eoniradiction as that wag
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impossible of achieving the promised resuits,
and the whole capitalistic svstem seems to
be crashing to its doom. Until the problem
is lackled from that viewpoint, until the
volume of monev is given a reasonably ac-
curate relationship to the volume of pro-
duetion earvied on and the volume of ser-
vices to be exchanged, it will be impossible
to find a complete solution of the difficulty
in any country, The Leader of the Oppo-
sition, in his speech a few afternoons ago,
admitted the truth of this assertion, without
actually realising that he was doing so. That
15 a very generous statement towards the
Leader of the Opposition. In a somewhat
despairing fashion he declared that this
State was rieh in real wealth but poor in
money. That is the position. That is a
very accurafe and striking summing-up of
the position. Yet, when it is suggested that
steps be taken to bring about a relationship
befween real wealth and the volume of
money, the Leader of the Opposition and
others who fhink with him hold up their
hands in holv horror and declave that, if
anvthineg of the kind is done, it will hrine
ahsolute rnin and c¢haos. The Leader of
the Opposition proceeded to make another
rather striking and valuable admission. He
said the infiation praetised in Australia duar-
ing the last three vears had assisted in the
carrving on of the affairs of this countrv.

Mr. TLatham: T said something else as
well.

Mr. HAWKE: Tf the Leader of the Op-
position will prompt me with what else he
said. T will include it.

Mr. Latham: I said we had ta pay our
debts overseas with a deflated eurrency.

My, HAWKE: That iz counterbalaneed
hy the inflated prices which the producers
of Aunstralia receive for the prodnets sent
overseas, and so used for the pavment of
overseas dehts. I would go further than
the Leader of the Opposition and sav that
the poliey of inflation, as vervy cautiouslv
practized during the last three vears. has
not only assisted in the ecarrving-on of the
affairs of this State, but it has saved the
people and industries of this State and the
people and industries of everv other State
of Australia, There can he no denial of
that statement. If the volume of inflation
practised during the last three years has
been heneficial to that extent, if the artificial
increase in money supplies and money cir-
culation has achieved such great good for
the people and for the industries of Aus-
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tralia, what is wrong with a further de-
velopment of that policy? Some of the
move orthadox members of this Parliament
might sov that, if we pursued such a policy
any farther, it would lead to ruinous infla-
tion, money would lose its value and it would
he no longer possible to purehase with
money goods of any deseription. On that
point 1 have only this to say, that during
the present financial year the Government
of thiz State will have approximately 234
millions of loan moneyv to provide employ-
ment and earry on other activities of the
State. The question I wish to ask is what
possibile danger could arise if that sum were
doubled? 1 there any member who would
suggest that, if this State bad five or six
millions this finaneial vear, any danger of
run-mad inflation would come to pass? Ob-
vionsly the answer must be in {he nega-
tive. I say the time has arrived in Aus-
tralin when the people should become united
m  demanding a more scientific operation
of this policy. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion mentioned that the Premier was only
one man in six at Loan Council meetings
and Premiers’ Conferences, and therefore
he eould not achieve anything.

Mr. Lalham: T did not say he eounld not
achieve anything. I said his posifion was
more diffieult,

M, HAWKE: [ shall he generous and
allow the Leader of the Opposition to have
his way, It has always been the one-man
in six, or the one man in fifty or the one
man in a thousand who has achieved the
createst rood for any community. If we
@0 back throngh history and study the tre-
mendous ehanges and movements throughout
the world we find it has been the courage
and initiative of one man that has been
mainly responsible for them. So it will be
in the present stage of the world’s history.
So it will be, I helieve, in all futore periods
of history., Tn the world to-day there is
only one man genuinely and courageously
aftempting to overcome the trageds of the
present erisis, That man is the President
of the United States, Mr. Rooscvelt. Whilst
the World Conference was sitting I was
amnsed to see how certain interested parties
in England were manipulating the cables
in such a way as to endeavonur to place upon
Mr. Roosevelt’s shoulders all the discredit
that might come about from the failure of
the World Conference, whieh was eertain
to hapnen even at that stage. T eompli-
ment Mr. Roosevelt on heing shrewd enongh
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not to be caught in the net of the leaders of
the deflationist countries represented at the
conference. There can be no doubt that
several of the leaders of the World Con-
ference wanted not only to continue the
present deflation policy, which has done so
much damage to the people of the world,
but that they desired to intensify the pro-
gress of that policy. Because Mr. Roose-
velt was courageous and shrewd enongh to
refuse to be caugbt hy that method, he had
heaped upon him all the abuse and vilifica-
tion that these other leaders could possibly
produce. Mr. Roosevelt has tackied the
problem from the vight angle. He takes
the view that there is no hope for his coun-
try, or any other conntry, until a drastic
alteration is made in the monetary policy
of his country and others. The United
States has always had the reputation of be-
ing an individualistic country, a country
where any suggestion of Government control
was impossible of achievement because the
people would not stand it. But they had
seen their individualistic policy hopelesslv
ecrushed into ruin. When Myr. Roosevelt
came to deal with the erisig af its very worst
stage, he saw that an absolute reversal of
policy was essential. He did nof hesitate
to take the steps he believed to be necessary
in order that the people and the industries
of the United States might have a ehance of
escaping from the crisis. People may wonder
why I emphasise this point. I do so because
believe the President of the United States
is giving a lead to the world, which in due
course will have to be followed by every
country before this dreadful depression is
swept away., It was my hope that Australia
would be the first country to get on the
upward track of recovery. I believe that,
by the application of 2 modernised mone-
tary policy in Australia, we could have led
the world in that respeet. Unfortunately,
the people of this nation two or three years
ago were not educated to the extent thev
ought to have been in order to take the lead.
Although the Premier of this State is one
individual in six at the Premiers’ conference
and Loan Council meetings, he may he able
to do a great deal to bring about the
practice of a more liberal monetary policy
in Australia, As a matier of fact, there will
be two amongst six, beecause fortunately
therc is another Labour Premier represented
af these meetings. In addition, there is be-
hind the idea of 2 more liberal monetary
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poliey in Australia, 2 tremendous weight of
influential opinion, The general manager
of the Bank of New South Wales, which I
anderstand is the biggest private bank in
Australia, is behind sueh a policy. Tf one
studies the monthly bulleting issued by that
institution, one will be convinced that Mr.
Davidson, the general manager, is {avour-
able (v a more hberal monetary policy. [
admit that if we read the bulleting issued
by that bank two or three years ago, and
compare them with those issued now, we will
find them entirely contradictory. Two or
three vears ago the hulletins were urging de-
flation. They were urging the saume out-of-
date policy that the member for Nedlands
(Flon. N. IKXcenan) advocated yesterday,
namely, that the only hope for us was to
drive down the production costs of this
nation to sueh n level as would enable our
primary products to he marketed profitably
in other countries even at the low prices
now cxisting. My, Davidson advocated that
poliey two or three vears ago. The only
difference between him and the member for
Nedlands is that the general manager of the
bank hes made more progress with the pass-
ing of time, The Leader of the Oppusition
snggested that we could not ereate pros-
perity by artificial means. That statement
requires a lot of explanation. It is one of
those statements that the President of the
Senate, Senator Lynch, wounld deseribe as
“a heap of meaningless jargon.” I do not
know what the hon. member means by the
expression, nor do I know whether he him-
gelf knows what it weans, How was the
depression crcated? Ninety-nine out of a
hundred thinking men will say it was cre-
ated artifieially. 1f that is so, surely pros-
perity can be created by the same means.
In every country natural conditions exist

for prosperity to be brooght about. There
can he no denial of that statement. What
are the essentials for prosperity? The es-

sentials are that the people of a country
shall be able to produce suflicient of the
material needs of life for themselves, and
meet whatever habilities may fall upon
them. Sueh conditions do exist. 1fF the
natural laws were to operate, if the volume
of production had a definite relationship to
the condition of the people, prosperity
wounld exist to-day as it has never existed
hefore. I say we would have prosperity to-
day withont question exeept for the faei
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that there has heen an artificial manipula4
tion in order that the natural laws may be
defeated. A member opposite wanted to
know where the manipulation came in. Those
who have followed the coming of the depres-
sion and its duration must know that there
was a tremendous artificial manipulation
of the monefary system, and that this was
responsible for the depression. They must
know that from 1925 onwards most of the
nations of the world moved back on to the
gold standard, with the result that there
was a tremendous restriction of money sup-
plies in every country. Whilst this deliber-
ate policy of manipulation was going on,
and money supplies were being drastically
reduced, men, with the aid of machines, were
producing an ever-increasing volume of
goods. Tt was because the volume of goods
wis increasing, and the volume of money
in cirenlation was decreasing, that the world
dapression took the acute form in which
we find it to-day. I put it to hon. members
that if it is possible for money supplies
deliberately to be manipulated downwards,
" it is equally possible for monev sup-
plies to be manipulated upwards. If that,
in the opinion of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, amounts to restoring prosperity by arti-
ficial means, I am in favour of prosperity
being restored by that means at the earliest
opportunity. I am very interested in the
graphs which the Leader of the Opposition
has presented to Parliament, Whenever I see
a graph, my suspicions are aroused and the
little anger that is in me is stirred up.
Graphs ean be made to prove anything, if
one chooses the right things to compare. For
instance, it would be possible for me to pro-
duce a graph, and donate it to the Speaker
to be hung on the wall, to show that the
salaries of members of Parliament ought to
be reduced another 30 per cent.

Mr, Withers: Oh, shame!

Mr. Latham: Then put it up.

Mr. HAWEKE: I do not propose to put it
up. Graphs only tell half the story, and
sometimes not even half. I could produce a
graph to show that the price of farm pro-
dnets has fallen 80 per eent. I could pro-
duce another line on the graph to show that
the salaries of members of Parliament have
only fallen 20 per cent., and that logiecally
these salaries should he forced down another
50 or 60 per cent. in order that the fall in
parliamentary salaries may equal the fall in
the price of primary products. The graph
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presented by the Leader of the Opposition
for our study shows that the price of farm
products has fallen so much, and that the
price of industiial commodities has risen so
much. The graph is correct in what it shows,
but it tells only half the story. Why has the
price of farm produets fallen fo the extent
it has, and why have the products of our fac-
tories risen fo the extent they have? That
is the vital question to determine. T de unt
know whether the Leader of the Opposition
can answer both these questions.
Mr. Latham: You answer them for me.

Mr. HAWKE: T will be generous and be-
lieve that he can. Everyone knows why the
price of farm products has fallen. [ have
already indicated why that came to pass. 1
propose now to show why the price of manu-
factured commodities has risen. Probabl:
my opinion will not coincide with that of
members opposite.

Mr. Latham: Why anticipate that?

MR. HAWKE: 1 am trying to be gener-
ous to the Leader of the Opposition and
those associated with him. The Governments
of Australia, Federal and State, have raised
in taxation about £160,000,000 a year. The
amount of taxation raised has become
heavier during recent years for reasons that
are obvious and need not be stressed.

Mr. Latham: It will be stil further in-
creased if your poliecy is carried out.

Mr. HAWKE: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition does not, I am afraid, display a very
clear conception of my policy. When the
prices of farm products were high those
engaged in the farming industries were able
to pay a very large amount in taxation of
one kind and another. As a wmatter of fact,
I find that the member for Swan in the
Federal Parhament, 3Mr. H. Gregory, is try-
ing to make capital out of this matter in an
entirely contrary direction. He is touring
the country with a graph showing that dur-
ing the last twelve months or two years,
the farming industries of Australia have
had a very small amount of assessable in-
come for taxation purposes, while every
other section has enjoyved an assessable in-
come for taxation purposes of from fifty to
a hundred times as muech. I suggest one
of the main reasons why the prices of
those things that are produced in the fae-
tories of Australia have not fallen is be-
cause of the fact that the tremendous bur-
den of taxation formerly borne by the pro-
ducers of Australia has had to be transfer-
red to the shoulders of the manufacturers
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and business men and commercial under-
takings of Australia. There ean be no de-
nial of that statement, and, therefore, we
are greatly indebted to the Leader of the
Opposition for having presented this graph
to us, seeing that it does not tell more than
balf of the story.
Mr. Latham: It tells all the story.

Mr. HAWKE: It does not explain the
position as it should be explained. Some
may say that although my views may bs
correct, the farmers, in the long run, will
pay the whole of the taxation. They may
do so.

Mr, Latham: You said they did, on one
occasion. I can produce the report of your
statement.

Mr. HAWKE: Of course I would not
deny having said so. At the moment I am
saying that the farmers may pay it in the
long run, but that does not disprove the
fact that the main reason why the indus-
trial produets of Australia have not fallen
in priece is because of the transference of
a tremendous amount of taxation, formerly
paid direct by the farmers and primary in-
dustries, to business and commercial under-
takings thronghout Australia. There is only
one way by which those in conirol of busi-
ness and commercial undertakings can re-
cover possession of what has been paid to
Governments and that is by ineorporating
the taxation paid in the price of the goods
they have to sell. Thns it comes about that
the red line on the graph has nof moved
down corvrespondingly with the other line.
We all regret the disparity, and realise that
it hinders the smccessful operations of the
farming industry. 1€ anyone can show how
the taxation ean bhe transferred again to
somc other activity them, of ecourse, to the
extent that tbe load is transferred from the
business and eommercial enterprises of the
nation, it may he possible for the red line,
which shows the price for industrial pro.
duets, to take a sudden drop down., T will
next deal with the problem of tariffs, Al-
though the State Parliament has an power
to deal with the tariff problem, that ques-
tion received considerable attention hy mem-
bers who have spoken during the course af
this dehate, It is a tremendously important
matter and it has to be admitted that mn
many respects the control and administra-
tion of the tariff has been unscientific. On
the other hand, some of the charges made
against the tariff eannot. in my judgment
be subsfantiated. I find that members of
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the parties sithing in opposifion to the Lab-
our Government have been traversing the
country districts ascribing to the tariff all
possible harmful effects. I have hecard
speakers even blame the tariff for physical
ailments, let alon¢ economic disabilities,

Mr. Latham: I{ can be blamed for our
mental worries.

Mr. Lambert: That would not be urged
in your case!

Mr. HAWKE : The tariff has been blamed
for almost all our troubles., The most un-
justifiable charge against the operations of
the tariff is the assertion that it has beeun
responsible for making it impossible for
the primary products of Western Australia
to be sold oversens. To those who have
foolishly, even if earnestly and sincerely,
made that assertion, I would ask: How much
wheat did we have for sale overseas last
year that we were unable to sell, and how
ranch wool that was available for disposal
overseas were we unable to sell in that way?

Mr. Latham: We had to sell those pro-
duets at any price that was offered.

Mr. HAWKE: Those products were sold
at the world’s parity price, just as the pro-
ducers in other parts of the world had to
sell on that basis. Irrespective of whether
the tariff operating was high or low, the
prices of wheat and wool last year would
have been just the same.

Mr. Stubbs: Will vou deny that thirty
years ago a harvester could be bhought for
£75 and today, for the same type of mach-
ine, £150 has to be paid.

Mr. HAWKI: The interjection is not
relevant to the point I am stressing. but 1
will be generous and reply to if.

Mr. Griffiths: There is a lot of generosity
about the hon. member.

Mr. HAWKE: Perhaps the hon. mem
her will realise that in the year he men-
tioned, 1901 or thereabouts, the interest bill
was about £2,000,000, whereas fo-day if is
£60,000,000. L put the point to him again
that the incidenee of taxation eaused
through the rising publie indebtedness and
interest bill has heen responsible largely
for the increases in price for the vehicle to
which he made reference.

Mr. Latham: That is so.

Mr. HAWKE : Let me revert lo the point
I was making when T was diverted from it
by the enthusiasm of the member for Wagin
(Mr. Stubbs). I claim that Australia did
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not suffer at all with regard to the sale of
its primary produects overseas becaunse of
the operations of the tariff, and the fact
that we were able to dispose each vear of
the whole of our surplus primary produe-
tion furnishes absolute proof of my state-
ment. When I speak of our surplus pro-
duction, I must add that nof only during the
last three years have we exporfed our sor-
plus production, but, to our diseredit and
disgrace, we have exported a fairly larze
volume of commodities that should have
been retained in Australia for the purpose
ot properly feeding and clothing our own
people.
Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. HAWKE: With regard to the tariff,
it has been said that Franee, Ttaly and Ger-
many have shut out Australian produets. It
is true that thev have done so, but T submit
that, to the extent that thev shut out our
products and took products from other coun-
tries, that made available for Australian
produets, markets that were formerly sup-
plied by those countries from which France,
Germany and Italy drew their supplies.
Thus, in the final analysis, the fransactions
halanced themselves. There is also the point
that F'rance, Germany and Italy have im-
posed a high tariff not only against Aws-
tralian wheat but against wheat from ofher
countries of the world. I understand that
Franee and Ttaly have placed what amounts
practieally to an embargo against the ad-
mission of any foreign-grown wheat.

Hon. . D. Johnson: The same applies
to Germany to n greai exient.

Mr. HAWKE: It is much the same there.
Why have those countries taken that action?
Iz it because other countries of the world
have done the same as Australin rezarding
their tariffs, or is it heeanse the War taught
Germany, France and Italy that the best
means of defence in times of war is for a
country to be as self-contained as possible
regarding her food supplies.

Mr. Latham: Nothing of the sort; it was
because they formerlv paid for the products
with other goods and then they were forced
to pay for it in gold.

Mr. HAWKE: I think France bas sufli-
cient gold to pay for all the wheat that
country will require during the next million
years.

Mr. Latham: France is not going to let
it zo.
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Mr, HAWKE: France may be pleased to
let it go one of these days and the sooner the
better it will he for the world.

Mr. Latham : The same applies to America

Mr, IAWKE: That may be so, but I am
emphasising the point that the poliecy of
France, Germany and Italy with regard to
the development of their own Tespective
national wheat production has been inspired
by the lessons learnt during the Great War.
That experience taught the nations that the
best means of defenee in time of war is for
a country engaged in hestilitics to be in a
position to produce as much of the food re-
ruired hy the nation from the soil by their
nationals.

My, Latham: At 10s. a bushel.

Mr. ITAWKE: Money does not matter in
war time, Tt doecs not matter that 10s, or
more has te be paid for a bushe]l of wheat
beecause that money is paid to the nation’s
own farmers and is circulated among their
own people, finally eoming back to the Gov-
crnment,

Mr. Latham: You said that the Australian
people could not pay for the primary pro-
duets heeanse they had not the money. You
now suggest that they could pay three or
four times the amount for the goods.

Mr. HAWKTE: T do not say thev could
buy.

The Premier: The member for Northam
was pointing out that the nations could pro-
duce the goods ab the price.

Mr. HAWKIE: The producers in Irance
could produce wheat at 10s. a bushel pro-
vided the Government had a scheme in opera-
tion that enalled that amount to be paid,
although 4s. or 5s. more per bushel might he
paid for that wheat than would have to be
paid by the Government for grain imported
from foreizn countries. That serves to indi-
cate that in the final analysis it pays the
conniries 1 have mentioned to take sneh
action, in order to have grealer seceurity
respecting food supplies in time of war than
thev had during the progress of the last
international eonflict. I find it necessary
with some regiet to make reference to
an  incident  that occurred in  connee-
tion with the election in the Noriham
district. The Country Party endorsed a
candidate for that election and a Country
Party Minister in the previous Government
came into the cleetion contest on two ocea-
stons, and on both he barracked for the
Nattonalist candidate and sgainst his own
Country Party nominee,
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Mr. Latham:
about that?

Mr. HAWKE: I will be generous with
the Leader of the Opposition by replying in
this way, that if any leader of the Labour
movement went into any distriet to barrack
against a Labour eandidate and in favour
of the candidate of some other party, I
would be the first to move for his immediate
expulsion. I am sorry that the Leader of
the Opposition should have asked that ques-
tion because it shows me that principle is
not very highly valued in the affairs of the
party whieh he has the privilege temporar-
ily to lead,

Mr, Latham: You know very well that
[ wag not that Minister,

The Premier: It was the Country Party
support of a Nationalist that put them
where thev are,

Mr., HAWKE: The interjection of the
Leader of the Oppesition brings to my mind
the poini that he may feel that the mem-
bers of this Parliament believe that I am
alivding to him.

Mr Latham: You left that impression.

Mr. HAWKE: I did not mention the
came of the Minister because I wanted fo
continne my policy of being generons.

Mr. Latham: I am afraid your generosity
is wearing ifself out.

Mr. HAWKE: I am afraid my friend’s
good humour is wearing itself out, too. In
order that there may e no doubt at all as
to who the person was, I shall mention that
it was the honourable, the very honcurable
C. F. Baxter, a Legislative Council repre-
sentative of, I think, the East Province. The
question of oversea debts is of great im-
portance. We have in our Agent-General
in London a very distinguished person in
Sir Hal Colebateh, I remember reading an
article eontributed to the “West Awustralian”
newspaper by Sir JTal Colebateh som2 two
years ago. The article dealt with the rela-
tionship of creditors and debfors, and the
problem was handled in a brilliant way. It
explained the difficulty between the indivi-
dual debtor and the individual creditor, and
the national debtor and the national ereditor,
ard Sir Hal, in this article, pointed out
that the debtor section of the community
and the debtor nations were having their
charges doubled upon them, that that was
entirelv against every sense of justice, and
that every possible effort should be made
to see that that injustice was rectified. T
make the suggestion that the Premier might

What is your grievance
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well give consideration to taking up this
question with our Agent-General so that the
Agent-General, if he has not already done
50, might carry on negotiations in London
with those who represent our creditors, It
is true that two years ago, when it was
suggested that Australia should seek some
relief in regard to ifs oversea indebtedness,
there appeared inspired cables from Eng-
land. I might say that in 99 cases out of
a hundred all cables are inspired. Those
particular cables set out that it was utterly
impossible for any reduction to be brought
about because of the fact that there were
tens of thousands of people in that country
holding Australian securities, and that it
would be impossible to get them all together.
Consequently, it was said, nothing could be
done. 1{ is not so long ago that the Bri-
tish Government showed how the thing conld
he achieved. 1 feel sure that if sufficient
time is given to the problem, if sufficient
pressure ig brought to bear, if the undouhted
ahility of the Agent-General is brought into
play in regard to this problem, we might
secure what we desire and very much more
quickly than by the slow methods being
adopted at present by Mr. Bruce in Lon-
don. The debtor section are the working
men—the producer section—and it is indeed
a erime against those people that thev should
have been forced to carry for se long the
appalling burden of debt and interest liabil-
ity that the deflation of prices has imposed
upon them. As a representative of an
electorate that is partly industrial and
partly farming, it is right T should
say something about the farming in-
dustry.  Great efforts were made during
the election campaign in my distriet to
seare farmers into the helief that myv elee-
tion as the representative of that district
would be a tragedy for them. A great deal
of literature from the York electorate was
spread throughout mine, It pointed out
what a terrible man Mr. Collier was, and
also exhorted the electors to give their num-
ber 1 vote to Mr. Latham, the Country Party
eandidate for York. This literature had
no effeet except to increase my vote in the
farming areas, and so to that extent I am
indebfed to the Leader of the Opposition for
his action; that is, if he was responsible.

Mr. Latham: I was not responsible,
Mr. HAWKE: Tf he was not responsible,

I will have to withdraw my thanks to him.
The farming industries in this State are
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indeed in a difficult position. Whether they
are in a more difficult position than the
farming industries of the other States I am
not in a position to say. I think they would
be, because the farming areas of Western
Australia are more recently developed than
are those of the other States. In addition,
a large percentage of the farmers of "West-
ern Australa did not have many years to
get on their feet before the price crash
came along. Indeed, a large number of our
farmers in Western Australia omly had
their first crop in the first year of the de-
pression, and so 1t may be, and prahably
is, that the farming industries of Western
Anstralia are in a more precarious position
than are the farming industries of the East-
ern States. That is not another argnment
for secession; if is merely a point made so
that members here may realise the situation.
The member for Mt. Marshall (Mr. Warner)
showed last night that the position is in-
deed desperate, and T think we all realise
now, if we did not realise it before, that
in this State the farming industries are in-
deed the basis of our existence. It has often
been urged that memhers of the TLabour
Party are not concerned with the farming
industry at all. Even if we were not, from
the point of view of intelligently under-
standing the situation, T think we would,
from a selfish viewpoint, be very much in-
terested. It must be understood by all that
unless the farming industries are able to
carry on with some degree of success, every
section of the community must suffer. The
previous Government, in my opinion, did
their hest to preserve the farming indus-
tries as far as they could be preserved ac-
cording to the outlook of those who consti-
tuted that Government, but the faet that
they did their best is not to say that they
did everything that was possible. Where
I think the previous Government failed was
in regard to the fact that they spent too
much time and too much money in trymng
to commence new farming development
schemes, and spent too little time and too
little money in maintaining in production
thosc farmers already on the land.  The
point T make is this: that during the last
three years hetween 900 and 1,000 farmers
were driven from their holdings, and at the
same time a number of potential farmers
werc put upon new farms that were devel-
oped under the policy of the previous Gov-
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ernment. It is futile to operate a policy
that allows old-established farmers to he
driven off and at the same time put a few
new farmers on new properties. It does not
profit the State to put one new farmer on
the land and at the same time allow five or
ten old-established farmers to be driven off.
That is not only futile, but suieidal. This is
not a time, in my judgment, for proceeding
with a policy of new land development; this
is a time when we should consolidate and
strengthen the position of thase men already
established. The time for the development
of new land and establishing new farmers
will come when the marketing conditions of
the world are improved to such an extent
that they will allow of the more profitable
disposal of primary products. I hope,
therefore, that the members of the present
Government will e¢arry out the eommeon-sense
policy of consolidation along the lines I
have indicated. Iinowing the Government
as I do, and having read some of the state-
ments made by the Minister for Lands that
have already been published, I feel eonfi-
dent in the belief that there will be a com-
mon-sense alteration in the land poliey of
the State in the near future, if it has not
already been inaugurated. I am of opinion
that this Parliament at the earliest possible
opportunity should be given a chance of hav-
ing a debate upon the gquestion of unemploy-
ment. I believe that oppertunity might he pro-
vided. The subject of unecwployment merits
a special diseussion. The Ministiry would
not be doing anything for which it would
not be given credit if it decided to set aside
six sitting days for a special debate on this
auestion. I am hopeful that in addition to
a special discussion on this matter, there
will be a special discussion on money and
banking. I understand that the member for
Claremont (Mr. North), who strangely
enough is in the ranks of the Nationalist
Party, will give members an opportunity,
provided the Government are agreeable, to
debate these questions later in the session,
I should be very pleased to assist him. T
desire to place before the House some sug-
gestions, but because the hour is getting
late T will merely mention them in a general
way, and refrain from giving any elaborate
details concerning them. First of all I de-
sire to suggest that the Government should
give early consideration fo reorganising en-
tirely the eivil service as we find it in the
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eity. T understand that already something
is being done in respect to a rearrangement
of the Governmeni offices. That is long
gverdue, and the Government are to be con-
gratulated upon the steps they are taking.
I hope that will assist in the direction I have
indicated. It has often been stated by those
opposed to Labour that the party does not
believe in economy, that it believes rather in
extravagance, and in the willy-nilly expen-
diture of public money without any con-
sideration for the resulfs that may bhe
achieved by the outlay. That 15 an entirely
erroneous statement. For my own part 1
favour all possible cconomies provided they
are true and real economies in every sens2
of the word. I bhave the idea that if some
special reorganisation of the public service
in the city were attempted, many beneficial
results would acerue to the people of the
State as a whole. I am not suggesting a
wholesale sacking campaign, nor am T sug-
gesting that the services of anyone should
necessarily be dispensed with. I do suggest,
however, that much benefit would avise it
some special investizating officer, preferably
a reasonably young man with up-to-date
ideas of organisation, were given authorify
to carry out a thorough and complete in-
quiry into all our public departments, in
the hope that there might be hrought ahout
u greater measure of eo-ordination and co-
cperation than have existed in the past.

Mr, Lambert: You will not do that with
the Public Service Act as it is.

Mr. HAWKE: If after such an investi-
gation has been made, and the report 1s
presented to Parliamenf, and is regarded
as sound and worthy of adoption, I submit
that members of the House would mot he
justified in laying it aside simply beeause
the Act would not permit it to be put into
operation. If i1 ean be shown to members
that an amendment of the Aet is neecessary,
in order that the public service may be
modernised, and more scientifie methods
adopted in the conduct of public business,
1 am sure they wouid not hesitate to make
whatever amendments to the Act were neces-
sary. ‘The Minister for Works told me the
other day that his predecessor had boasted
of the manner in which he had reorganised
the Public Works Department. The opinion
of the Minister, however, 1s that that gentlo-
man reorganised it almost out of existence.
with the result that when the present ad-
ministration took it over he found it in 2
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hopeless situation hordering almost on
chaos. e may, therefore, congratulate the
new member for Mt. Marshall (Mr. War-
ner) upon having made it impossible for
the previous occupant of the position to fill
it any longer. I wish also to refer to the
electoral rolls, Some members may think
these are small matters, bui taken in the
aggregate they are very important. Even
if only o small measure of economy can be
cffested here and there, members should not
refuse to adopt it simply because it does
not happen to involve the saving of a mil-
lion or half a million pounds. If true and
sensible economies can be practised, any
proposal, if it means the saving of oniy
£10, £20, or £100 a year, should be put into
operation with the least possible delay. In
this State we have the ridiculous position
of a Coimmonwealth and State Electoral
Department side by side, as well as a separ-
ate electoral roll for the State and the Cowm-
monwealth. This is a costly procedure for
the taxpayers, and leads to a great deal
of confusion on the part of the public
generally. An attempt should be made, this
session for preference, to bring about a com-
plete amalgamation of the Federal and
State Blectoral Departments, as well as one
of the State and Federal! yvolls. T would
prefer the amalgamation to be effected in
sueh o way as to give the State the con-
trol and management of the department. T
anderstand  the Collier Government four
vears ago endeavoured to effeet thiz com-
maon-sense change.

The Premier: We tried it three fimes,

Mr. HAWKE: I understand fhat mem-
bers of another place voted against the
change, simply as a matter of habit, and
that the Collier Government were unsue-
cessful in their efforts.

Mr. Latham: It had a nasty rclation at-
tached to if.

The Minister for Justice: It contained no-
thine else hut an amalgamation of the rolls.

The Minister for Mines: There was no-
thing else in the Bill but that.

Mr. HAWKE: T suggest that whatever
mayv have happened in the past, the Pre-
mier and his Ministers might seriously con-
sider the question of reintrodueing that pro-
posal at the earliest possible moment. A
great: deal of economy could be achieved in
respeet to Parliamentary eleetions. In April
of this vear the general eleetions were held,
and these cost the taxpavers upwards of
£8,000.
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Mr. Thorn: Do not bave them so often.

Mr. HAWKE: I am prepared to confer
with the hon. member on that question. In
May of nest year the Legislative Council
clections will be held, and will probably cost
the taxpayers about £5,000.

The Minister for Justice: More, nearly
£6,000,

Mr. HAWNKE: The time has arrived when
common-sense should be upplied to this pro-
cedure. What objection could there be to
holding the Legislative Council and the
Legislative Assembly clections on the same
day? 1 should say no member of Parlia-
ment would be opposed to such a proce-
dure and yet apparently nothing has been
attempted to bring this about. Although in
prosperous times this State may have been
able to afford the luxury of scparate elee-
tions for the two Houses, in these days,
when the taxpayers are overburdened, there
is no longer any juslification for the con-
tinuance of that system.

Mr, Lambert: There 1s an opporfunity
to stand for one election if you miss in the
case of another.

Mr. HAWKE: When the budding poli-
tician has had one opportanity and failed,
he should never bave the nerve to stand
again.

Mr, Latham: The hon. member had bet-
ter be careful.

Mr. HAWKE: That does not apply to
me, because In my first attempt I was sue-
cessful.

Mr. Latham: But on the second oceasion
your were unsuecessful,

Mr. HAWKE: Only just.

Mr. Latham: That was near enough.

Mr. HAWKE : Members of another place
are elected for a term of six vears, whereas
in the ease of this House the term is only
threz vears. Why such a distinetion has
heen made is difficult to understand, and I
have never heard a satisfactory explanation
offered. Tf the Government made some at-
tempt to hold the elections on the same day
they should also attempt to so alter the
Constitution as to give members of this
House and those of another place the same
term of office. As a ecompromise T wonld
suggest five vears in hoth cases. There are
many other questions T desired to deal with,
but T think T have trespassed long enough
on the patience and generosity of members,
I feel that we will, irrespective of party,
work together and earnestly strive to do the
best we ecan for this State during the pre-
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sent Parliament. Contentious questions are
bound to arise, and there may be bitter dif-
ferences of opinion between members on
both sides; but generally speaking, in cases
where measures are inlended to safeguard
the welfare of the State, and to do the best
thing possible for all sections of the com-
munity, I feel sure that we can come to-
gether on a common ground each and every
one of us, and give a fair measure of un-
selfish service so that the affairs of State
mav he safeguarded from further harm, and
the people may look forward with some de-
gree of hope to an improvement in the situ-
ation at large before this Parliament has
run its course,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[7.33]: First 1 wish to offer to you, Mr.
Speaker, my eongratulations on your attain-
ing your high office. Iiver since entering
this House 1 have looked upon you as uan
authority on parliamentary procedure; and,
further, I am indeed glad to see the Chair of
this Assembly occupicd by one who ren-
dered service to his country when that
service was nceded most urgently. 1 desire
also to congratulate the Premier and his
Ministers on agmin occupying the Treasury
heneh. T agree with the member for Nor-
tham (Mr. Hawke) that it is a good thing
at a time like this to have Ministers with
previous administrative experience. True, of
course, the Minister for Employment has not
had that previous experience, but he has
had a lengthy parliamentary experience and
has been a keen student of the political and
economic affairs of Western Australia. I
have always looked upon the Minister for
Employment as one of the strongest party
men known to me, and I trust that he will
not allow party polities to cloud his vision.
Certainly I wish him every success in his
new sphere, and anything I can do to help
him in that direction will gladly be done.
Unquestionably the Government have a large
majority hehind them—just a little too large,
I think. Amongst his majority the Premier
has some young and highly enthusiastic sup-
porters. They, I hope, will be guided by the
Premier along the safe path of moderation.
Naturally T regret that my own party
suffered so severely at the general election.
I do not think they suffered beecanse they had
not rendered good service to the people and
to the country; I think thev suffered merely



