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have told us that we should have a compre-
hensive Municipalities Act. As an old muni-
cipal councillor myself, I say that there are
many anomalies in the Aet and many im-
provements required, I hope that before the
session finishes we shall have a new Muni-
cipalities Aet. A great many in the House
and outgide it have asked what the policy of
the Government is. It appears to me that
it is the same that every Government has
followed for the last 20 years in this State.
I can gee no particular difference in it. There
may be a few items here and there that are
different, but the hold basic principles in the
policy adopted hy all our Governments has
been to borrow extensively, and spend lav-
ishly and quickly,

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
poliey.

Mr. BROWN: It is an easy-going policy
and unfortunately for the last eight years
we hove had evidence of the effects of it. So
far as 1 can see we are going to continue
that policy. I hope the House will deecide
that instead of increasing our loan indebted-
ness, unless we are going to increase our
revenue in some direction, this system of ex-
tensive borrowing and lavish expenditure is
stopped. We were told by the late Trea-
surer, the member for Irwin, the other night,
that he could effect some thousands of
pounds’ worth of economies if he were given
‘e free band. The time is not far distant
when we ought to adjudicate hetween Min-
isters and the heads of departments in the
Publie Service, The Minister for Mines a
few days ago put forward a very feagible
proposition in counection with the claims of
the railway nien, in which he said if they
would appoint a board of three to go into
the matter, see what eould be done, and
place their views before him, he would con-
sider them. If some person or hoard was

- able to go throngh the various departments
and tell the Ministers what was required, I
think if the Ministers atked the House to
support them in any action that they
thought it desirable to take, that support

It is the easiest

would be given. I am satisfied that
small payments for services rendered
are a failuree The Public Service
to-day 1is over-manned and underpaid,

and if the men were of a better class fewer
would be required, and better payments could
be made and better work would be done,
while those others now employed in poorly
paid positions would have to find employ-
ment elgewhere. T congratulate the Premier
on the c¢lear and conegize way in which he re-

plied to the leader of the Opposition on the

amendment to the Address-in-reply. The
hon. gentleman evidéntly satisfied the whole

of the Country party, and when that is done’

the House must be fairly well satisfied. We
should also congratnlate the Minister for
Works on the saplendid effort he has put
forward in trying to house all our officials
in, I will not say, smaller spaces, but in a
more concentrated form. In the past the
Government offices have been scattered all
over the town.

_ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Munsie: I wonder what his opinion
is of the frosted windows,

Mr, BROWN: I heard there was a dis-
agreement as to whether the light was too

.Btrong through the clear glass, or whether it

was necessary that the windows should be
frosted. If, however, that is necessary, in-
stead of the department frosting the windows
the officers used glasses, it would be possible
to see whether the officers were asleep or at
work. Anyhow, I am certain that the Min-
ister, by the housing scheme which he has
adopted, will save a considerable sum of
money, and I trust he will go on until be can
get all the stafis in close proximity to each
other.

Mr. ROCKE (South Premantle): The true
funetion of government is the provision for
the happiness and contentment of the people.
There never was a period in Australia’s his-
tory” wien so much discontent and unrest
prevailed as at the present time, and there
pever was a time when the occasions were so
many to justify the disecontent which we find
on every ‘hand, How to overcome that dis-
content;, how best to legislate in the interests
of the community, is a matter for the Gov-
ernment of the day to consider, and to put
into operation. If we are going to find out
what 13 the cause of the trouble with which
we are faced, the truth must be told regard-
less of the consequences, and regardless of
the feelings of privileged persoms who may
be injured. The profiteer is not entirely a
product of the war. He was in evistence be-
fore the war. In fact a most diabolical gang
of profiteers were operating prior to August,
1914, They were working under the style
and title of the International Armament
Trust. They consisted of 16 huge financial
concerns. Five of them were DBritish, seven
German, two Freneli, one Austrian, and one
Italian. These concerns were not comhined
for the purpose of the protection of human-
ity, not even for the protection of that
portion of humanity which is known as Bel-
ginm. They were combined for one object,
and that was to protect their own profiteer-
ing interests, so that, when the outrage
against humanity was to commence, they
eould sit baek and rveap their blood-stained
profits. The profiteering which has been go-
ing on during the period of the war, and
which is continuing now, is but another phase
of the conspiracy against the people. - TFrom
every platform in the Commonwealth and in
most British-speaking communities, we have
had the ery go forth to the world that the
conditions at the close of the war would
never be like those which preceded the war.
I am not able to find a man or woman to-day
who would not gladly exchange the conditions

which were ruling in the first half of 1914
.with those which prevail to-day. I refuse to

believa that the remedy for the unrest lies
by way of a blood-gpilling revelution, but I
mugt point out that the position is pregnant
with the gravest danger, and unless Govern-
ments who are in power for ‘the time being
take care and legislate in the interests of the

-
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people rather than in the inferests of the
favoured few, who fatten upon the sufferings
of the people, I would not like to say what
may result, However, the people are deter-
mined that they are not going to suffer and
endure indéfinitely the conditions they are
enduring at the present time. We know that
the troubles in the world are caused by the
privato control of money, so that obviously
the remedy is the nationalisation of currency.
The statement is sometimes made that the
Commonwealth Government have taken some
steps in the direction of the nationalisation
of eurrency. But the Commonwealth Govern-
ment have done mothing of the sort. What
the Commonwealth Government did was to
open an ordinary branch of a banking insti-
tution and over the name of that institution
to write the words ‘‘the Commonwealth Bank
of Australia.’’ There was n¢ attempt at the
natienalisation of currency. Certainly the
Government did take the people’s gold and
they gave to the people paper, They proved
the point which I desire to emphasise, that
the ecommerce of the world does not rest npon
the world’s gold supply, but it does rest upon
the organised ecredit of the people. The
ancient Egyptians, when they built their
pyramids, started at the base. They put in
a solid foundation and they built up to .the
apex. Bui the financial magnates say that
we should not build our pyramids in that
way, that we shovld buvild them from the
apex and make the apex the base and build
up and out, and they call the apex the gold
prouction of the world. By manipulation
this may be moved so that the pyramid be-
gins to lose its eguilibrium and then we have
a clash of armies and navies in the mad
gffort to uphold something which i against

Hon., T. Walker: The law of equilibrium,

Mr., ROCKE: As my friend the member
for Kanowna says, the law of athhnnm

The Minister for Works: What is equil-
ihrium?$

Hon. P. Collier: Balance, which vou ‘never
lind.

Mr. ROCKE: At the conélnsion of the
Franco-Pruggian war in 1870 France found
hergelf bleeding and snffering and in a state
of abject terror lying at the feet of the
Prussian oppressor, whe was then the vietor.
Bhe was left with what wig eonsidered in
those days a financial burden which was al-
most unbearable, She did not know how
she waa going to carry it. However, France
did not sit or lie down and just complain
that the burden conld not be carried, or: the
position conid unot be reetified. BShe adver-
tised the world over for a man who could
come into Francc and arrance her finances
withont crippling her industries, .and to put

her industries and her finsnces on a sonnd’

financial basis. The selection fell upon an
Englishman named Law. He made the one
and only attempt [ know of which has heen
made to nationalise currency. He ealled in
the gold of the nation and upon that he or-
ganised the eredit of the nation. In the
first year he -issned paper money to the ex-
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tent of about 70 million pounds and with
that he built up the agricultural industry of
the country, In the next year he issued a
similar sum of paper money which was guar-
anteed by the credit of the people, and he
built up secondary  industriés; and so on
each year until, in the course of a very
short time, he had everything so thoroughly
organised that he was able t¢ throw into
Germany the amount of gold which they
needed to satisfy them for their war indem-
nity, As a result, .the industries of Ger-
many were a.lmnst-pa.ral_‘vsad. Germany had
no idea that France could recover herself
so quickly and pay the debt which wasg
hanging over her head. The thing was ac-
complished by- the nationalisation of cur-
reney, and I believe that any system of re-
construction intd which we may enter must
have =as its key the naticnalisation of cur-
rency, and if we are going to face this pro-
blem as it must be faced, I am convineced
that we must strike out on new lines. This
Goverament, as well as other Governments
in the Australian States, and the Common-
wealth, are trying to meet the ahbnormal
state of affairs by methods which wers con-
sidered inadequate during: normal times. No
Government has launched out with any con-
crete proposal which can in any way remedy
the position. The Government of Western
Australian say that the whole cure for the
disease lies in increased production, but that
ery of inereased production must become a
mere platitude if producers are kept
pway from the markets, We have vumber-
less instances where producers are not able
to get to the markets,

Sitting suspended from €.15 to 7.50 pon.

Mr, ROCKE: Before tea 1 was endecavour-
ing to point out how production is adversely
affected by the market-rigging tricks nf
men known as middlemen, who are parn-
sites upon the community. Those men must
be placed under control if we are going to
have a system of production ‘which wiil help
ns over our financial diffienlties. It is oftdn
pointed ont that the law of supply and de-
mand will ereate the markets, but the faet
that the markets can be rigged by two or
three men to the detriment of the whole of
the community is ‘proof that there is no auch
law. Supply and demand are certainly very
great faetors, but the faet that those factors
can be manipulated is proof there is no law
of snpply and demand, Some time ago we
had a famine of onions and potatoes. There
were none on the market, althongh there
were plenty in the country. The trick
adopted by the middleman was to go to the
grower, buy up his erop on condition that
he wounld store it on bis premises. and then
effect a condition of the market which
would bring an enormous profit, and
throw the price up ¢to such an extent
that it “as almost impossible for the people
to purchase these very necessary commodi-
ties. We have other instances in Western
Australia which have taken place wilhin
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the last two or three months. Jn May of
this year, we received three shipments of
butter by the s.s. ‘“Wyandra,’’ 55 ‘ Dim-
boola,’” and ss. ‘‘Junee.’”’  These ship-
ments comprised a supply for the reguire-
ments of this State for five weeks, At the
end of two weeks, the grocers of Fremantle
were notified that they conld receive no
more sepplies of buotter, because supplies
had hecome exhaunsted. [ knew then that
we had three weeks' supply still in the
State, and got into touech with the priee-
fixing Commissioner of this State, who was
just closing his office that week under in-
strections from the Federal Government. 1
then got into toueh with Mr. Whitton, of
Melbourne, the Price Fixing Commissioner
for the Commonwealth, and be evidently
wired Mr, Rae to go to Fremantle and make
an cxamination to find ont whether my
statement: was correct, and report fo him,
Evidently Mr. Rae visited Fremantle and
was shown empty stores. 1 reccived a mes-
sage from Mr. Whitton in which he said he
had received a report from ‘Western Ans-
tralia, and that there was no evidence that
merchants were holding up supplies. Dur-
ing that week, an increase of 2d. per lb.
was allowed on the selling price of butter,
and immedintely the grocers were notified
that they could them obtain supplies, be-
cause supplies were on hand. As a matter
of fact, not one pound of butter had entered
the State between the time they said sup-
plies werc exhausted and the time thev noti-
fied the grocers that supplies were avail-
able, Again, we have the casc of the heef
buceaneers of Perth. Some little time ago
when they forced up meat to a prohibitive
price, it will be remembered that the butehers
refused to buy from the wholesale men uniil
the price of meat was reduced to a certain
figrure,

Mr. Underwood: Did not the seamen’s
strike have something to do with that?

Mr, ROCKE: No, it was not on then.

Mr. Munsie: Of course not,

Mr. ROCKE: After a little fight between
the master butchers and the wholesalers, the
wholesalers came to terms and the price of
meat was reduced to a level more in keeping
with the circumstances. This proved that
the high price of meat was not due to sup-
plies at all. Tt was simply on account of the
thieving propensities of the men who con-
trollod the market. Recently, Messrs. Fog-
gltt, Jones & Co. have written to the Press,
with an air of injured innocence, wanting to
know why they should be attacked by a
Federal Labour member for Western Aus-
tralia. T am net conversant with the sub-
ject matter of Mr. Corboy’s complaint, hut
I wonld like to” knmow if Foggitt, Jones &
Co. will deny that, during May of this vear
when they succecded in cornering the pig
market, they forced up the price of bacon
to 1s. 3d. per Ib. when Malbonrne was quot-
ing 12%d. or 12%d. These people have
posed in this State as philanthropists, a
company who were going to do a fine work
for'the State by creating a new industry
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and yet, at the first opportunity, the price
is forced up so that the people are again
made to pay over and nbove the value of
the commodity.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Were not they send-
ing their bacon to Melbourne?

Mr. ROCKE: I cannot say. The Fre-
mantle Gas Company some time ago evi-
dently found out that there was going to
be g eurtailment in the consumption of gas.
A regulation was issued under the War Pre-
cantions Aect that gas could be consumed
only during cerfain hours. Gas consump-
tion dvring the other hours of the day was
prohibited, unless residents obtained permis-
sion from the Waval Director at Fremantle.
Before the date of the curtailment of the
eongumption, the Fremantle Gas Company
took good care to advance the price to the
enngumer 80 that, although they would have
a Jower consumption to cater for, their pro-
fits would amount to the same figure, if not
more.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Then people shoulid
nse eleetrieity.

Mr. ROCKE: 8¢ we find, on every hund,
the people are being crushed between the
two thteves, privilege and monopoly. If the
industries of the State are to be put on a
sound basis, it stands to reason that tho
market must he made available for pro-
ducers, so that it is necessary for the Gov-
ernment to take over the services now ren-
dered by the middlemen; that is the Govern-
ment should take over the means of distri-
hution, It may seem socialistie, but the time
‘has come when the interests of the people
must be protected. If the State is to be
lifted out of its difficulties by production,
it cannot be done if the producers are shut
off the market. Dairying has been recom-
mended as one industry which will help the
State. I believe this industry will do what
is being eclaimed for it. I need only
remind members of the c¢onditions which
existdd in Vietoria in 1800. T remember, in
that, year, married men were glad to work
for 3s. 8d. u day on relief works so thnt
their wives and children would bave suffi-
cient food to keep body and soul togethier.
The condition of Vietoria then was lament-
able. Words would hardly describe the
industrial conditions. However, dairying

- wag taken in hand and, by the assistanco

of the Government, the State of Vietorin
was lifted from a condition of bankruptey
to a position of afuence. [ know men in
Vistoria whose only means of locomotion
in 1800 was a one-man power wheelbarrow;
to-lay there arc few of them who are with-
out a motor car, and it has dll been done
by the dairying industry. I know there are
disadvantages with regard to this industry.
Tt ia diffienlt to get some people to take up
the work. Tt is slavery, and its conditiovs
are not attractive; but I believe, by Gov-
ernment aid, it con be made so attractive
that we shall be able to induce our people
to nndertake the work of providing for this
State all the butter, cheese, ete. necessary,
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to purchase which we are now sending out
of the State many thousands of pounds
every week. To do so, we should place
under dairying operations, land which is in
close proximity to the metropolitan area.
By doing that, we shall make up in a4 mea-
sure to the people whe are working under
disadvantageous conditions, something for
what they will have to contend against, be-
cange they will be able to enjoy some of the
luxuries of life through being in close
proximity to the metropolis, There is o
large area of land between Fremantle aud
Mandurah, Attention of the Governmeut
has been called to this land which is fine
gwamp land. At present, Lake Eogolup,
in- the Jandakot area is being drained and
I am told that the prineipal factor for the
successful conducting of the dairying in-
dustry there has been proved. They arve
able to grow 60 tons of maize to-the acre
and anyone knowing anything about the
dairying industry is aware that if the land
can be made to produece the feed, that is
the principal factor that makes for success.
If a dairyman has to go to the fodder mer-
chant for feed for his stock, he is eourting
disaster from the ontset. Regarding dairy
produce or any produce of the soil necessary
to the people [ wounld strongly advoeate
that every need of the people in the State
be considered before one pound of food stuff
is allowed to be exported. For that reason I
would like to see the South Fremantle
Freezing Works become the property of the
people of the State. We then might be
able to get some countrol, and perhaps the
Government counld be induced to see the
wisdom of supplying the needs of their own
people before the needs of people outside
the State. As to the method of developing
various portions of the State, we have our
great South-West, of whieh much bas been
said, and we have the near North-West. [
am convinced that these portions of the
State cannot be properly developed by rail-
way communication alone. There are cases
of other States which have developed parts
of their territory by means of small steam-
ers. That I belicve is the surest way to
develop the South-West and the near North-
West of our State. The North and South
Tslands of New Zealand bave been enor-
mously developed by small steamships.
The same thing appliés to New South Wales,
and to the Gippsland and western districts
of Vietorin, and also to South Australia.
Asg regards Queensland I cannot speak, not
having been there. If we adopt the same
system here, the steamships must be under
Government control, since in the hands of
private enterprise they might become the
means of extortion by rapaecious peopls.
Even in the matter of protective tariffs we
find that the. peaple get no benefit. The
protection of an industry to the extent of
40 per cent. means that the mannfactnrer
puts 39 per cent. on his cost to the public.
The manufacturer keeps his price only
about one per eent. below the cost of the
imported article. Thus fhe manufacturer
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reaps the benefit every time, and the con-
sumer Las to pay the piper. “

Mr. O’Loghlen: Does not the importer
reap a profit?

Mr. ROCKE: I do not say that industries
should not be protected, but I say that the
people should also be protected. From the
“‘Quarterly Summary of Australian Statia-
tiecg’’- I have obtained some very interest-

‘ing information regarding exports during

the war period. Nobedy denies, nobody ean
deuy, the profiteering which is going on.
But it is interesting to learn that
through all the distressful circumstances of
the last four or five years those people who
controlled the means of living did not suffer
any of the hardships under which the mass
of the people suffered. In the year 1913-14
the export of butter reached 75,795,642 lba,
for which was received the sum of £3,564,925,
For the year 1917-18 +the butter totalled
72,277,526 1bs,, and the money. received for
that amount - of exported produet was
£4,904,42]. From these figures we find that
the quantity of butter exported during the
last year of the war period was less
than that exported during the year
immediately before the war by 3,518116
Ihe., whilst the money received for
the smaller quantity exceeded that received
for the larger by the eénprmous sum of
£1,339,496. During that time the Australian
people were not able to obtain supplies of
butter, becanse of the price put on the com-
modity. The exporters, of eourse, could get
their priec and pay huge shipping freights
and still make huge profits. A similar posi-
tion was created in conneetion with Aus-
tralian beef, the weight of which exported
from Australia duricg the year 1913-14 was
218,918,606 1bs., for which the money re-
ceived wag £2652275. The guantily ex-
ported during the year 1917-18 reached only
180,249,301 1bs., for which the surn received
wags £3,698,693, Tn this case the quantity ox-
ported during the last year of the war period
was less than that exported during the year
immediately preceding the war by 38,669,305
1be., but the money received for ths leaser
quantity exceceded that received for the
greater by no less than £1,046,418. Now to
take the other side, and find out how these
exporters contribute to the revenue of the
State. Hon. members who have to make re-
turns of stock for income tax purposes will
have observed on their taxation sheets a
statement of the values of cattle in various
parts of Aunstralia. In the enve of Western
Australia cattle are valued as follows: East
Kimberloy £1 153, West Kimberley £2 5.,
North-Western Division £2 10s.,, North-West-
ern Division south of the Tropic of Capri-
corn £3 10s.,, South-Western Division £4 10s,,
Fucla and Central Division £2 10s., Eastern
Divigion £1 15s. Recently a cattle king,
writing in the columns of the daily Press,
stated the cost of marketing a Kimberley
bullock at Fromantle as £8. If that amount
is added to the statement of value as fixed
by the Commonwealth Gevernment, the aver-



282

age value of a bullock from the North-West-
ern Division delivered at Fremantle would be
about £10. But tbe bullock is sold in Ive.
mantle for as much as £84 per head. The
beef buccaneer pays income tax on the £1
15s, value, but he receives for the bullock

£34 lcss £10 for cost of trangport and max- -

keting charges.

Mr, Pilkington: That is not the case. The

owner pays on the selling value realised- from

the bullock.

Mr. Harrison:
prime Dbeef.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The Commonwealth figures
may be as unreliable as Knibbs’s.

Mr, ROCKE; But Knibbs’s figures are re-
liable.

Mr. O’Logbien:
pence, and that has been proved,

Mr. ROCKE: T think the pastoralists
should be made to pay on what they receive,
and not on the wvaluo of the bullock in the
Narth- West.

Mr, Pilkington: ’l‘he pastoralist does not
pay on the value shown on that slip; but on
.the valne he receives.

Mr. ROCKE: The member for Perth may
be correet, but I fail to see it.

Mr. Pilkington: It is so.

Mr. ROCKE: Suppoese members when mak-
ing up their income tax returns stated the
true value of their Parliaméntary allowgnee,
which true value ig £1560, I .wonder what the
tax gatherer would say to that. He would
not pass that. We have to pay on the full
amount of our allowance.

Mr. Underwood: Suppose there are two
bullocks, and you-get £20 for one and noth-
ing for the otlier, what is the value of each
bullock then?

Mr. ROCEKE: There are very few bullocks
that fetch nothing. Very few die on the
voyage South. T speak of matters as they
existed prior to the shipping strike. Of
conrse, all of us realise that very few cattle
are now coming down from the North-West;
but the present does not by any means indi-
cate thé past in this ecomnection.

Mr. Harrison: That being so, your estimate
of £39 per bulloek is not correct.

Mr. ROCKE: I spoke of £34 as the maxi-
mum price, Some time ago the New South
Walés Premier was approached regarding the
high cost of living, and he pointed out that
shipments of food and shipments of other
commodities changed hands many times dur-
ing trangit. We hknow that that was taking
place during the war. There was one ship-
ment of barley which ehanged hands four
times in transit, and thereby its value on
paper was increansed about 400 per cent.
And the same thing is going on now. In
the interests of the people that ciass of spec-
ulation must be stopped. It is the middle-
man who is doing the damage all the time.
He toils not, neither does he spin; he simply
sita down t.ransferrmg property from one fo
another and nmkmg his profit, and the in-
ereased cost is passed on to the people. No
doubt the middleman tells a few tales into
the bargain., If Governments are really in

The bullocks are mot all

They ate not worth two- .
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earnest about improving the condition of the
people, if.they really want to lighten the
burden of the people, then the middleman
must go and the State must take over the work
of distribution. Nationalisation. of transport
is esscrtial also to any successful form of
re-construction, beeause so long as private
enterprise eontrols fransport any Govermment
can be defeated. at any time. I wowld
strongly advocate, in addition to nationalisa-
tion of currency, the nationalisation of all
transport services; and then I believe we
should be in a fair way to make a great im-
provement in conditions not only in Western
Australia but in Australia as a whole. We
are told over and over again that Western
Australia leads Australin, It i3 up to West-
ern Australia now to try to show to the world
the way out of a position shich is full of
danger, which is extremely delicate, and there-
fore requires very careful handling. Next
I comhe to the liquor traffic. In my opinion,
the. time has arrivéd when this question must
be dealt with from an economic point of view,
when the matter must be Iifted above the
level of jocularity on which it is so often
treated. Every Government oceupying the
Trcasury benches in this Chamnber of late
years kas been approached by people who feel
that the liquor traffic is against the best in-
teresta of the community. Thosa people have
not . requested the abolition of the' liguor
traffie, or the prohibition pf the liquor traffic;
hut they have asked for amendment of our
local option legislation so that the community
may at least have the right to say whether
the traffic shall be abolished, or continued,
or eurbailed. No community can afford to
drink all or nearly all the money it receivea
for, say, its wheat. Western Australia has
the highest dArink bill of all the States in the
Commonwealth. In 1914 we spent £2,672,745
on drink. In 1915 it wag £2,374,009; in 1916
it was £2,334,800; in 1917 it was £2,155,798,
or a total for the four vears of £9,537442,
for which the State receives praetically no-
thing in comparison with the benefits reccived
from other industries, And in addition to
receiving comparatively nothing; it has a
burden to carry in the shape of increased
taxation which has to he levied for the up-
keep of gaols, asylums, and other institutions
which are the direet result of this iniguitons
traffic. The Vieforian drink bill per capita
is £3 5s. 6d., that of Queensaland £3 4a. 11d.,
that of Bouth Australia £2 17s. 5d., that of
Tasmania £2 148, 6d., and that of Western
Australia, £6 19s. 8d. No community ean
stand such a drain on its resources, If the
Government are iruly sincere they must allow
the people to say whether or not this traffic
shall coatinve.  Nearly every monopoly is
denounced from Lnbour platferms, except
the monopoly of the ligquor traffic, which is
the worst of all beecangse it returns less to
the workers per £100 invested. T think the
figure amounts to about £7 per £100, The
hoot trade, the second lowest on the list; re-
turns £28 per £100, Economically, therefore,
the liguor traffic is wholly tnsound. TLast
night a returned soldier lost his life on ths
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Parth railway station. The meWwspaper report
states that he was intoxieated. The man had
. been away and done hig best for his country,
and had returned, only to become a victim to
this foul thing licensed by the Government.
Do the Government really believe that the
few pounds reecived from the liquor traffic iy
reagsonable compensation for the lives lost
and for the offences apgainst public decency
for which the traffic is responsible?  Last
Monday night on the Perth railway station
it was impossible to get along Nos. 1 and 2
platforms without. coming into contaet with
the vomit from droonken men. Tt is a dis-
grace te our State, and should e abolighed.
The publicans at Fremantle have to close
their hotels when 3 troopship c¢omes in, bot

the returned men are hurried away to Perthy

where they can get as mmeh liquor as they
choose. If the hotels are to be closed in Fre-
mantle they certainly should be eclosed in
Porth. If they are to be left open in Perth,
8o too should they be left open in Fremantle.

I claim justice for the publicans, just as I~

- would elaim justice for anybody else. To
reduce the thing to a farce is enough to
make one ilL

Hon. W. C, Angwin: It would be all right
if they did not send special traina down to
bring the soldiers to Perth.

Mr. ROCEE: Yes, it shows that the liquor
traflic has a pull which is decidedly unfair.

Mr. Underwood: Perhaps it is the liguor
that bhas the pull

Mr. ROCEKE: I hope the Government will
take some steps, if only in the direction -of
impressing upon the Federal anthorities, who
at present have control of the public-houses,
the neced for better arrangemenis when re-
turned soldiers are in port. We cannot
afford to lose the lives of our men. More-
over, the traffic is a very grave mensce to the
emnmg generation, 1 want to see things
made as easy as possible for the next genera-
tion. Wae of' this generation have had it hard

enough, and we ‘want things to be a littls

brighter and casier for those who are o come
after us.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton): After the
two socialistie speechez to Wwhich we hava
listened, it is aéarcely necessary for a mem-
ber of the Labour party to earry ou in the
same 8train, To-night we have heard mem-
bers on the other side stressing the impert-
ance of nationalising varions industries and
socialising others. Let me refer fo the
change of Ministries which has occurred
during the past four or fivé months. A num-
ber of members who could not support the
Lefroy Government find no diffieulty in sup-
porting the present Government. Vet T
have never heard from any of those mem-
bers anything to show that the policy of the
present (overnment i8 in any way different
from that of the Lefroy Government. Of
eourse anything which the Lc.Em]r Govern-
ment did and whieh has since furned out
disagtrously, is now repudiated by the pre-
sent Government and its supporters, who
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at the same time are ever ready to claim
credit for the successes of the Lefroy Gov-
ernment. Much has been said about tho
influence of the **West Australian’’ on local
politica. The ‘*West Awuvatralian’’ never
ceased carping and criticising until it man-
aged to get the present Premier into power.
I am not ready to believe that everything
in the garden is lovely just beeaunsge the
f“West Australian’’ ig going to boost the
present Government. The Premicr has been
referred to as an irresponsible optimist.
Quite recently I saw in an illustrated paper a
pieture of a man fallizg from the voof of an
eight or 10-storied building. 8o optimistic
was he that as he passed each storey he
waved his hand and said, ‘‘I am still all
right,”’ I am afraid that when we veach
the end of Mr, Mitehell’s term of office the
State will get just as severe a bump as was
coming to that man falling from the high
roof. We have heard a good Qeal about the
cogt of living, T do not think the Govern-
ment can take c¢redit for the proposed in-
troduction of a Priee Fixing Bill. ~ The
credit belongs to the Labour pasty, becanse
it was the Labour party who woke up the
people of the State to the necessity for ae-
tion and who eclamoured antil the Govern-
ment were simply forced to do something:
When the Price Fixing Bill was in  the
Council some three years ago, Mr, Colebatch
deelared that- any interference with the law
of supply and demand was bound to end
in ¢ligaster, That is the gentleman who, pre-
sently, will be introdueing the Price Fixing
Bill promised by the Government. One of
the reasons which have comnduced greatly to
the high cost of living is the difference in
the rate of interest charged by the banks.
The Commonwealth Government are con-
doning that offence, for we find that during
the past 12 months the Commonwealth
Government in floating a couple of loams,
notified the financial people of Australia
that if they did not eontribute to those
loans the money would be taken from them
by foree. See how profiteering in regard to
the value of money is carried on by the
Commonwealth Government! DBefore the
war the interest paid on any loan floated by
the Commonwealth Governmient was 334 per
cent., yet whern the Government have to
threaten to take wmoney by force, they pay
a rate of interest two per cent. higher. The
world wide custem ie for the banks to hase
their (interest. charges uwpon the price of
Government stoek.

Mr. Underwood: What is the overdraft
rate to-day?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Abont eight per éeiit.
It dspends on the value of securities.

Mr. Underwood: It is the same to-day as
it was before the war. )

Hon, '"W. Cr Angwin: The farmers’ over-
draft rate is seven. per cent.

Mr. WILLCOOK: It iz peculiar that the
farmers can get money from any bank at
seven per cent. while the State has t{o pay
at least six per cent.



