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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — RETIRING MEMBERS 

Valedictory Remarks — Motion 
Resumed from 20 May on the following motion moved by Hon Norman Moore (Leader of the House) — 

That this house expresses its appreciation to retiring members for their significant contribution to the 
Legislative Council and the state of Western Australia. 

HON BATONG PHAM (East Metropolitan) [11.21 am]: As this is the last time I will have the opportunity to 
speak in this place, it is appropriate that I acknowledge the support I have received from my wonderful family and 
many, many great friends. But first I wish to speak about the greatness of both this nation and the state of Western 
Australia.  
As someone who came to this country in the most difficult of circumstances, I can assure members that we live in 
one of the great modern societies. There are few countries that live up to expectations, but Australia is one of the 
few countries in the world where people have a genuine opportunity to fulfil their ambitions and do whatever it is 
that they want to do. 
My family came to this country to escape the upheaval in Vietnam. That a man who came here in such 
circumstances could be a representative of the Western Australian people in Parliament is a testament to the 
character of Australians. I am proud to say that I have been welcomed in Parliament, just as my family were 
welcomed when they arrived in Australia in 1979. There are good people on both sides of this house. I have 
become firm friends with many. I would also like to acknowledge the many wonderful parliamentary staff. These 
people have made my experiences in this place a pleasure.  
But the best experiences I have had as member of the Legislative Council for the East Metropolitan Region have 
been with the people I have met throughout the community. Thousands of people are working hard to make their 
communities better places to live, and I am proud to say that I have met many of them and done my best to help 
when I can. Over the past 18 months I have met teachers, principals, local police officers, community workers, 
childcare workers, new migrants, parents and citizens organisations, and everyday working people doing everything 
they can for their families and for their communities.  
I have many friends and supporters whom I would like to thank. I have the most caring and supportive family a 
man could ever want: I thank them for their patience and for their love. I also thank my dear friends Michelle and 
Greg Roberts for their loyal and undying support, and John and Ailsa D’Orazio for being steadfast friends and for 
always being there to give me advice when I needed it the most. I would also like to thank Margaret Quirk for all 
her help and support, and Jaye Radisich for being such a good friend. I also thank the federal member for Perth, 
Stephen Smith, for his support over the years.  
I wish to acknowledge the wonderful friendship I have shared with Marino Salinas, Bobby Tanasoski, Nathan 
Hondros, Jonathan Melanie and Bobby Ye. I look forward to spending much more time with them after I retire 
from this place.  
I would also like to acknowledge the support, friendship and guidance of the President throughout my time in this 
place, and wish him well in his retirement from this place and know that he will be off to do big things. There are 
also hundreds of other members of the Labor Party that I thank for never wavering in their support for me. There 
are too many people to name, but I thank each and every one of them.  
I wish to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of my electoral staff. Genevieve Melanie is a professional, 
tireless and dependable member of the team. The proper functioning of my office is all down to her. Not only does 
she keep me organised, but she keeps me on track; I thank her for that. I also acknowledge the other members of 
staff who have all worked so hard to make my time in Parliament a success. These include Marino Salinas, Xuan 
Le, Jonathan Melanie and others who have supported me over the past 18 months. 

Many people have asked me what the future holds for me and my family. First, I will complete my recovery from 
an aneurism I suffered in July 2007; I am already well ahead of schedule. My specialists told me it would be 
five years before I would walk again, but I proved them wrong by walking less than a year after the injury. For that, 
I wish to thank the professional and hardworking medical nursing and physical therapy staff of Royal Perth 
Hospital. I am proud to say that our first-class health system is one of Western Australia’s great achievements.  
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Beyond looking after my health, I have made no hard decisions. I am only looking forward to spending time with 
my family and friends. One thing I can guarantee, Mr President, is that my commitment to my community will not 
waiver. However I spend my time from here on, I will always be looking for ways to support the friends who have 
been so supportive of me. 

__________ 
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