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MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [12.14 pm]: Mr Speaker and fellow members, | anmhled by
such a turnout today. | will endeavour to makespgech as interesting as | possibly can for all
members. Itis animmense honour to be here ratekd it is with some trepidation that | stand in
this place today as the member for Victoria Pdrkthat regard | will begin my first of hopefully
many speeches by thanking the people of the ebdetof Victoria Park for entrusting me with the
enormous responsibility of representing their ies¢s in the state Parliament. | assure all my
constituents that it is an honour | do not takatligand that it is a job I will undertake with the
utmost diligence, enthusiasm and professionalism.

GEOFF GALLOP AND THE ELECTORATE OF VICTORIA PARK

| am very much aware that the previous member fciovia Park, Geoff Gallop, spent the best part
of 13 of his 20 years in Parliament on the fromidbefor the Australian Labor Party, five years of
which were as Premier of our great state. It maeypriate that | take this brief opportunity toleet

on my predecessor. Geoff spent 20 years repreganiy electorate and, in various capacities, the
state. His commitment to Victoria Park was newarated and was reflected in his massive support
within the electorate. One of Geoff’s legacieg] &mt of Ron Davies before him, is that | now
represent a discerning electorate that has quifietlyi become accustomed to high-quality
representation. Although | as the member for \fiet®ark will no doubt forge a different path
from the path that Geoff forged, if | can emulategassion and commitment to the electorate, | am
confident that | too can replicate his electoraicass. | thank Geoff for leaving an electoratdawit
high expectations of its member. | look forwardpending every waking minute meeting those
expectations and, one day, possibly ensuring ieatiember for Victoria Park returns again to the
front bench for the ALP!

Formed in 1930, Victoria Park is one of Westerntfal®'s older electorates. To me it represents
all the complexities, excitement and potential #rat being experienced across our state and our
nation. It certainly is an economic and socialnmeosm of Australia. | have spent 15 years of my
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life living in and observing the phenomenal charigdhis inner city electorate that | now proudly
represent. Taking in the suburbs of Victoria PRast Victoria Park, Burswood, Lathlain, Carlisle,
Welshpool, Cannington, Bentley, St James and Queahs my electorate has all the demographics
of the state. Traditionally, Victoria Park hashedeminated by blue-collar workers who, with their
families, have grown up and retired in the eledwrdndeed, my neighbour Lena of Italian descent
has spent 50 years in Victoria Park raising herilfaamd retiring on the same block of land. My
former neighbour, Vi, built in Lathlain when it wasensidered to be on the fringe of metropolitan
Perth. My old boss, Lou, and his sister Helen hawetheir bottle shop in Carlisle for the past
17 years. When | worked with them we certainly hagry small wine and beer collection. A good
reflection of exactly how we as a nation and astatd certainly the electorate, have changee is th
growth in not only their wine collection from alver the world but also their extensive boutique
beer collection. Itis these still active peopl¢hie community who will cast their decision over m
performance in this place.

Consistent with world trends for inner-city livingictoria Park has experienced a large influx of
young families and young professionals who haveedonto the electorate and who have sought
the advantages of living in an environment of cbmaand history that is also conveniently located
close to the city business district, Curtin Univigref Technology and the Swan and Canning
Rivers, and has its own train line at a time whabhlig transport is becoming more and more
important to people. A short stroll along Albanighivay, with its bustling cafe, restaurant and pub
strip, showcases Victoria Park’s growing youthiultgre, the generation to which I belong, and is a
clear display of what is happening across the dtaiag these economic times: young people with a
sense of confidence about their place in the worldldditionally, the state government’s
commitment to redevelop parts of Bentley and Quank in partnership with the local community
will ensure that the state’s economic success doestop at one end of my electorate. However,
while doorknocking and speaking to thousands opfeethhroughout my campaign, it was apparent
that although the economic times are indeed britlkete is also a pervasive insecurity, fear and
concern about the impact of globalisation and duefal government’s industrial relations laws.
Beyond the frivolity of conversation and laughtethe cafes and pubs is a looming gloom felt by
many. | will return to that topic shortly.

OATH OF OFFICE

Yesterday | was sworn in as a member of the stateafent of Western Australia. There was one
unique and extremely significant difference in maearing in from that of any other member of this
place before me. | am the first member of Parli@noé any state to have sworn my allegiance in
the oath of office to the people | represent, natihen to the Queen of Australia. With the passing
of the Oaths, Affidavits and Statutory Declaratiéws 2005, we, as members of Parliament, now
have a choice in stating where our loyalties liiepreparing for this speech, | read a numberrsf fi
speeches from all sides of the house and | notednanon theme in respect of this. 1 am delighted
to have had the opportunity to choose. | by nomaghowever, wish to disparage the work of the
English monarch. However, as a proud supportireofepublican cause, there can be no doubt that
the age of an unelected monarch on the other $itthe ovorld symbolically heading our state and
our nation should be long gone. This is no dowl in practice, and the fact that, as an Australia

| have, and feel, no bond whatsoever with the ef6€the British Crown makes me particularly
proud to swear my oath to the people | accourdtiver than to Buckingham Palace.

GLOBALISATION AND ITS CHALLENGES
Globalisation has increased the intensity and spe@dich worldwide activities impact on our
everyday lives. We watch with great concern asst@ats by transnational corporations impact on

our lives, regardless of what actions are takeAustralian governments. We watch as oil prices
reach levels that mean that people in my electaratefice other household expenses to keep their
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cars on the road - oil prices that are decideddnligps the greatest economic cartel our world has
ever known. People in my electorate watch conckwtele the basic employment rights that we as
Australians have developed over a century and bame to know as the basic standards of living
that we expect, and would expect of each othere H#en sacrificed on an unsubstantiated
argument that such sacrifice is necessary to iserpeoductivity at a time when we, as a nation,
have never been so productive. It is interestnpte that this year we will be celebrating thg"15
anniversary of the eight-hour day, a right that sdlon be gone. | mention this fact and wonder,
when the laws have finally sunk in, how much furth&ck will we go. These laws are not a federal
issue; they are a household issue and | will reporthe individual impact these laws have on
everyone in my electorate. | will draw grim compans between what the federal government has
taken away and what we as a nation - as a peoglsaniety - have struggled with for more than
100 years to establish how we want to balanceioes.|

The current climate and generic process and theacdmpf globalisation create many exciting
opportunities and, indeed, many challenges. Howe@nsure that everyone in our state, from
inner-city Perth to all our distant regions, tadsantage of these times? How do we, as members
of Parliament, continue to think global and actl@cWhat does that mean anyhow? How should
government respond to globalisation? As this mecestricts the role of government further and
further to simply that of a regulator, we needdasider - if this is the case - what role governtmen
should play to ensure that the operation of glomekets does not leave people behind in poverty
and without access to these advances in technolibgy.these challenges that brought me here
today as a member of the state Parliamentary L&8aoty. It is my belief that one of the
fundamental roles of government is to address ial@guand injustice. In this tradition, the Labor
Party is the party best placed to respond to tbkeakenges. We are fortunate to be enjoying the
current commodity boom. | say to my colleague$ émormous responsibility comes with these
economic times. Today, our greatest responsilidlity develop a sustainable economy for Western
Australia. We all know that our state is overllyaet on the resources sector. We know this! We
cannot continue to rely on the growth of extermairdries to be the linchpin to fuel our own wealth
creation. We know that beyond the resources st is a Perth diaspora. Our greatest talents i
the arts, education, training, medicine and scianedinding homes all over the world. What are
we doing?

BROADENING WESTERN AUSTRALIA'S ECONOMIC BASE

It is this question that has brought me to thig@lalt is incumbent on me, as someone who has
benefited enormously from our community, and onoélus here to ensure that we leave our
community, our state, in a condition better thaw knee found it.

We need to broaden our economic base. What | gmgss not new; indeed, the Industry and
Technology Development Act recognises this isstection 3 of the act states that the role of the
WA Technology and Industry Advisory Council is tamong other things, encourage the
establishment of new industry in this state, enageithe broadening of the industrial base of this
state and promote an environment that supportieteopment of industry, science and technology
and the emergence of internationally competitiekigtries in this state. By way of example, | refer
to the information and communications technologyustry. The most recent article on the
Technology and Industry Advisory Council web sitétled “Enabling Growth: The Contribution of
Information and Communications Technology to thesW¥m Australian Economy”. This report
indicates that information and communications tebbgy has had a much more significant, direct
influence on productivity growth across Austraharn initially expected. In Western Australia in
2004, revenue generated by this industry was etint be in excess of $6.6 billion. It is
interesting to consider that today this industiyastributing 3.3 per cent of the state’s grospuoiut
and thus is of a similar size to the combined adfuice, fisheries and forestry industries.
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| attended the Western Australian Information Tedbgy and Telecommunications Awards last
Friday night and have first-hand knowledge of hgmaimic this industry is in Western Australia
and how the intelligence, commitment and passioounfplayers match those of the rest of the
world. In his statement to this place on 7 Mar6b&, the Premier emphasised the importance of
broadening our economic base. The fact that thmfer has retained the key economic portfolio of
state development shows the commitment of the @sepgovernment to this issue. Similarly, the
creation of a new portfolio of science and innomatmeans we have a minister who has the
particular responsibility of ensuring that we, astate, remain on the front foot with respect to
innovation.

While | am in a congratulatory mood, | use thisapnity to also mention the recent commitment
by the state government and the University of Wiash@istralia to each provide $50 million for the
construction of what will, hopefully, become two rebclass biotechnology research centres in
Perth. While the term “biotech” is bandied arouhdjight be useful to define this term. A paper
by Ron Johnston of the Australian Centre for Intiaveand International Competitiveness, which
is also on the Technology and Industry Advisory @oluwveb site, defines biotechnology as “the use
of living organisms or parts of organisms to crgat&lucts or processes”. That is not particularly
helpful to anyone other than a medical researchiemvever, | go on to ask: to what has the state
government just committed $50 million? On the ésefibiotechnology, Mr Johnston states that
biotechnology has created insulin and human grévtimone for the medical and health industry,
insect-resistant cotton and slow-ripening tomata@proved rennet and food additives in the
agriculture and food sector, and it has providedtdséa tailored to break down specific
environmental pollutants and to reduce sulphids tweheir oxides in the mining industry.

Clearly, | need say no more about the potentiathef biotech industry. | see research and
development in particular in the areas of biotetbgyas the pointy end of what we, as a society
and as an economy, need to focus on. Westernalashas the potential to become the world
leader in biotechnology. It is not only vital fiwing standards for people all over the world, but
also a key area in which Western Australia hadid sgputation and can continue to grow. The
feats of Barry Marshall, Robin Warren, Fiona Wood &iona Stanley stand as testimony to this
fact. Although the Labor government is workingdharthis area, there is no finish line. We must
always, always focus on this point and focus on aodwhere we can ensure that we, as a state, do
not need to rely on commodity cycles - cycles Whidltinevitably turn against us - to sustain us.

ABORIGINAL POVERTY AND THE REGIONS

How do we also strive for the balance of wealth bagdpiness? This is what we seek as a Labor
government. How do we ensure that these econames are used responsibly to guarantee that we
as a state government, the deliverer of servicdseit these services effectively and efficiently?
How do we ensure that all Western Australians shraoeir economic wealth and have access to
basic citizenship entitlements such as educatiealtin, power, water, environmental health and
security?

Most people in this place know my father, Cedribpus in the house today. He represents much of
what our state is and can be. Dad was born in Bteakra and taken as a young child to Sister
Kate's home, interestingly enough, the remainstuttvare in my electorate. He ended up in the
Clontarf home for boys and ultimately his footlialents took him to Aquinas College, which I also
attended. However, much to the consternationeoCthristian Brothers, | never emulated my dad’s
football skills. Dad worked hard. Any bitterneasd disappointment he had towards then
government policy never stopped his commitmenbttesjustice and to ensuring that my sister and
| received everything that was denied him - a Igvamd supportive family and an education that
both my sister and | can claim as second to n@ea is currently the coordinator of the Jigalong
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community, a community made famous by the m&alebit-Proof Fence. Indeed, Barry Marshall
and Fiona Stanley have a close connection. | meaar trips to Jigalong and continue to be in
awe of the country where the Martu people live.s&e this country just after the wet reflects the
true meaning of “God’s country”.

| want to take a minute to reflect on yesterdayssussions in this place on Halls Creek. It must
have been the presence of my dad in the galldryas not expecting such a passionate debate on
this issue on my first day in Parliament. The menfbr Merredin made a number of points on
Halls Creek and proposed a select committee tostigage the situation. Although | find his
commitment to this cause most admirable, | do ebetbe it is the solution for the people in Halls
Creek. Aboriginal people all over our country haaeen analysed to death on this issue. This was
recognised by the member for Central Kimberley-dt#b | say to all members here today that the
solution will not be found in Halls Creek alonehig issue is not indigenous based; it is poverty
based. We talk about the problems in Halls Crbek.the fact is that the issues faced by that
community are the issues faced by indigenous contresimround our state and nation. We can
spend all the time we want talking about Halls et we must reach an understanding that when
the mob from Balgo, Meekatharra, Roebourne or wiegrdescend on Halls Creek, the already
inadequate services simply collapse. The queghianshould be asked is: why have other mobs
descended on Halls Creek? It is because those unities are also dysfunctional and have nothing
to support them. We cannot solve the problem iltskzreek without taking a statewide structural
view of this issue. | will return to this pointcutly.

Jigalong, like hundreds of other communities, é®@amunity afflicted with abject poverty. Itis a
community that, not unlike many others, is locatea region that produces immense wealth for our
nation. The consultants ACIL Tasman Pty Ltd relgeptepared a report for Rio Tinto that
produced two interesting statistics. In 2004-0&, Pilbara produced $12.9 billion in exports, of
which approximately $53 million went back into tR#bara; that is, less than half of one per cent.
Of the royalties and taxes produced by that $1#i8r less than one per cent was returned tdloca
governments. Itis clear that the problems facmgmunities such as Jigalong and Halls Creek are
not issues that can be quarantined to the portbbliadigenous affairs. | repeat that these anads

of poverty; poverty that many Australians wouldhwmerified to know exists in our country and in
our times. Those of us fortunate enough not t@e&pce real poverty are often confused by what
this word means. It simply does not mean “matelegirivation”. Poverty of the kind that is passed
from generation to generation is exclusion - a lafghower and respect - that is more often than not
afflicted upon people who are controlled and bdlly the welfare machine.

The reason that globalisation has exacerbatedtimolégs that those in poverty, often termed
“outsiders”, are further removed from this processl, accordingly, poverty becomes further
entrenched and much harder to fight. The gap letwiee rich and the poor is widening. The rich
may be getting richer, but the poor are in reteeat decline. Whilst the globalisation of our
economy has created enormous wealth, it has atsmi®ea great social isolator. At the same time
as the inner-city areas are experiencing unsurgasgsalth, the poor, both rural and metropolitan,
are falling further behind. They are isolated tordotten, and angry and suspicious of the process
that has cast them aside. It is on this basid tlvanht the indigenous debate to proceed. It shoul
proceed on the basis that it is a poverty issuaauttial isolation issue, and not a simple casa of
Aboriginal welfare issue.

This is another reason that | stand here as a ltaborber of Parliament. It is the Labor Party that
traditionally has represented the poor and isol@tedr community. It has consistently amazed me
that most country seats at a federal level arelnettle conservative parties. The retreat of sesvi
from the regions, from the banks to telecommunicesj in the pursuit of profit has exacerbated the
social isolation of rural communities and is unlk® cease once Telstra is finally sold.
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As parliamentarians we must accept the propositiahnot everything we provide must be based
solely on what makes economic sense. Most Auatralare happy for governments to provide a
service that may not pay for itself, provided itasservice that is essential and is provided
responsibly. Again, it is in this context that waist look to indigenous issues. Indigenous
development should be seen in the context of dverglonal development. | look forward to
working with the Minister for Indigenous Affairs drher department to, hopefully, encourage a
sharper focus on its roles and responsibilities, amgortantly, define exactly what we as a
government and a Parliament want to achieve inpiifolio area.

| served on the national board of Indigenous Bussaustralia. The work of IBA is, quite simply,
to promote indigenous economic development. THralig work, IBA has grown its non-recurrent
funding from $40 million to $110 million in a hightliversified portfolio. Each investment has an
indigenous community partner. IBA’s web site state

We see the accumulation of assets and participatitre mainstream economy as one of
the significant opportunities for Australia’s Inéigous peoples. Itis also a means of ending
the poverty to which so many of our people are extbpnd that so often ends in
unacceptably high levels of poor health, rateswprisonment and a number of other social
problems being experienced in our communities.

Again, the issue is poverty. Itis my firm belib&t the Aboriginal cause sits hand-in-glove wli t
regional development cause. Unless we can bralggomnomic benefits to our remote indigenous
communities, and the board members of IBA succHgsiianaged to do that in a number of remote
communities across Australia, we will not be aldeptovide real alternatives to the levels of
poverty currently being experienced. As a direofdBA, | was invited to attend a number of the
state government’s regional investment tours. @lasrs take financiers and private equity experts
from the city into the regions across our statd,am to marry up regional business operators and
entrepreneurs with potential investors and, impilga act as an educational device for
businesspeople in the regions. The success af tbass and the commitment of their organiser,
Kevin Strapp, cannot be disputed. The first roofithese tours between 2001 and 2004 resulted in
113 projects being presented to the tour with aastment to date of more than $170 million into
regional Western Australia. These tours and th&xwbIBA are a fine example that there is a real
economic alternative to the isolation in and retfe@m our regions. | look forward to the next
regional investment tour. Perhaps | may not ba&ngiit, but | am delighted it is going ahead ia th
goldfields in, | believe, May.

Whilst my priority is to the constituents of VictarPark, my foundation in the goldfields ensures
that | have an extensive network of friends andlfaatross the regions. Accordingly, | am a great
friend of our regions and our mining sector. TleetPdiaspora | referred to earlier is in reverse i
one particular area; that is, resources. We atieeatutting edge in technology in this area and
attract the best talent from across the world. dineate resources sector is leaping ahead of state
and federal governments in respect of developitegioms with Aboriginal landowners, local
content in employment and environmental considenatiThis fact is often lost in the heat of
debate. Looking at current best practices mayhteac as parliamentarians, a great deal. | look
forward to working closely with the engine roomaafr state as a member of this place.

EDUCATION

| will make some brief remarks on the value andangnce of education in our society. An
education, be it university-based or skills-basedhe one great social equaliser. Thanks to the
commitment and hard work of my parents and the rgesitg of the Rotary ambassadorial
scholarship, | stand here today a very fortunatgient of amazing educational opportunities in
both Western Australia and the United Kingdom. Sehbenefits should not be destined for the
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lucky few, but should continue as the basic bugdtocks of our society, regardless of background.
A strong education will ensure that as Westerntralians we can meet our own aspirations and
strive to better ourselves in a global environmeingreat change. The delivery of a strong
education system is the responsibility of stateegoment and one of the reasons | wanted to enter
this place is to aid in this delivery. | want tork with the Carpenter government to continue its
work to ensure that our public education systeraitébitself, so that our best will again come from
these schools and that our training remains reteeansistent and highly competent.

GOVERNANCE AND FEDERALISM

Our federal system initially provided our state gaament with broad powers to legislate for the
peace, order and good government of our state. afegs - defence, immigration and foreign
affairs - are, quite correctly, the responsibitifythe commonwealth. However, it was initially
viewed that the state government would legislatehenmajority of issues. Without a lengthy
lecture on constitutional law - | know members wbldve me to give them one - clearly, our
federal structure has changed and, in some caselkefbetter. The beauty of our federal system is
that it is flexible and can adapt as the complegitf governance changes. However, as members
of Parliament, we need to consider exactly whagif@dstructure we want and what is the role of
state governments. |am encouraged by the poséi@an by Premier Carpenter, as | have long held
the view that it is pointless to fight with the &rdl government for political purposes. If we can
negotiate an outcome in the best interests oftate,st is important that we have, at the vergiea

a constructive relationship with the federal goweent. However, with our current federal system
under attack, we need to consider the capacitshiostate government to promote the renewal of
governance. It may well be that this capacity liihin the regions. As a state we are quite well
defined by our regions, whether it be the Kimberiggldfields, Murchison, Pilbara or the great
southern. Perhaps we need to consider how weaseigovernance at these levels to promote more
interest in the governance structures and to rethgécgocial and economic isolation that so many of
our fellow Western Australians experience.

I do not mean to dwell on challenges. Howevebga member of this place means that we need to
ensure that we rise to meet and overcome suchecdgal. We, as a state, are in fortunate times.
We, as a state, live in a community where thelterstinains a sense of society and a sense of
belonging. However, we must nurture and protez$éttimes and ensure that these times are used
to provide for our long-term future. To have tlembur to be elected a member of Parliament has
been a long-term goal of mine. | firmly believattlt is this place that still, despite the vagaoné

our global economy, continues to be the true pllaaeWestern Australians look to to ensure that
the state’s interests are met, maintained and gexte My campaign was based on an
overwhelming sense of optimism and hope for mytetate and our state. Whilst there is always
more to be done, we are a lucky state in fortutiates. However, it also became apparent that
there is a disturbing sense of cynicism in our camity directed towards our elected
representatives at all levels of government. Whité the sole contributing factor, | have no doubt
that this was partly to blame for the low turnouthe by-election that saw me elected to this place
Only 61 per cent of eligible voters cast a votes the member for Victoria Park, one of my
priorities will be to re-engage with these peopleovieel let down and somehow ignored by our
political process.

It is more and more difficult to be a successfuhmher of Parliament in modern times. We need to
be aware of local, state, national and internatiemants and issues. We as MPs need to be more
aware of our community and other communities. tAtesnembers of Parliament, we must ensure
that we meet world best practices. If we expesetek the support of our electorates and provide
the best possible services to our state, it is napb that we know what other states and other
countries are doing in this regard.



JUSTICE SYSTEM

Many members may know that | am a lawyer by traldexcognise that | have chosen to pursue
politics and law and no doubt one day | will retired start selling used cars. | apologise; | have
many car salesmen in my electorate and they aceilehuch higher regard than | ever was as a
lawyer! |1 do love being a lawyer and being ablagsist others in my work. | have worked with
some amazing people from all over Australia, bathlints and colleagues, and the experience has
provided me with an invaluable insight into Austal society in a corporate world and a social
justice world. However, as a lawyer, one of myagj@ncerns is the slow distancing of the justice
system from our community. It is apparent that ploétical system is in a long-term crisis of
confidence. We are aware of this and hopefullyavgeworking to reverse this trend.

While doorknocking my electorate, it became cléat bur legal system is held in much the same
regard as our political system. However, by amgdaour lawyers seem to think this has simply

manifested itself in the usually quite clever lanmgkes. | have experience as a lawyer in both the
commercial and public sector. It is quite appatkat the practice of the law in the large private

law firms has become much more focused on the bssirather than the law. The number one
priority is the billable hour. Unfortunately, thdlable hour has no relationship whatsoever with

outcomes achieved for the client. The naturelafge practice is such that clients sought are only
large corporate organisations as it is only thdéisats who can afford access to high-quality and

well-resourced legal advice and representation.

As a lawyer with the state Director of Public Pmgens, | was fortunate to have my faith in the
legal profession restored by the commitment diallyers in this office to the public good. While
some individual lawyers within the commercial seato have the goodwill and desire to try to
ensure an element of community interaction, | fieat the commercial business of these practices
make it utterly incompatible with community involment and contribution. | propose to regularly
make comment in this house on how the communitynsibment within these firms actually works
as opposed to what may be on their web site andatti@us marketing brochures. It is apparent to
me as a lawyer and as a very new member of Partiaiin@&t access to justice is a long, expensive
and intimidating process. More often than not,gbemeed only short-term advice on everyday
issues. The legal system is often the only megmghich people can achieve an equitable and fair
outcome. As each day goes by and the world gete numplicated, we need to recognise that if
what we do in this place is complicated for th@a@ed in it, how must it appear for those who are
not? The justice system is the bastion by whicltareensure that those less knowledgeable in the
process can access their own advice and havects®s advocated and concerns met.

THANKS

Finally, it falls upon me this afternoon to thamose who helped me become the member for
Victoria Park. There are many people in this groupould estimate 200 - some of whom are here
today. Sadly, | cannot list them all but | wiktijust a few. | want everybody to know that llwil
never be able to thank them enough for the commitraied support that | received. Kate Doust,
my campaign manager, performed miracles of orgaarsa an environment of tight time frames
and high stress. She ensured that | was occufi@gér cent of the time and became a close
confidant on all things electoral and fashionabléhank you. To Bill Johnston, my campaign
director, thank you for your support and considaaddice based on years of knowledge. | also
thank Kate and Bill's children - Liam, Zoe and Rkhle - who had me sitting at their breakfast table
each morning for six weeks, something that no céfilduld have to endure. My apologies.

To Reece Harley, Michael Watts, Rewi Lyall, Pamy Rdatthew and Varun, thank you all for an
amazing job, when nothing was left undone, | wasveged to each place regardless of time or
effort and the phones in my campaign office weneags manned. To the state Parliamentary Labor
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Party, in particular Shelley Archer, who preparédeakneck doorknocking schedule, thank you all.
Their support was incredible, and, for a nervaus @ften stressed candidate, invaluable. To the
federal members, in particular Kim Wilkie, whos@afte for the shameless kept me out in the wee
small hours of every day, to Julian and LesleylGriho have known the Wyatt family since I was a
small boy in Kalgoorlie and who have provided méwong hours of political debate and advice,
thank you. Howard Pedersen, who worked for myfdadnany years and has been unfortunate
enough to continue working with me, providing méwiours of political argument, thank you very
much. It was a privilege to have the personal ety the Premier, Alan Carpenter, both through
the preselection process and the campaign. Byahscare particularly tough for incumbent
governments and the candidate, and the Premigrtoeaay involvement ensured that the people of
Victoria Park knew they had a Premier who was serabout what they had to say and a campaign
team that was always motivated.

To my family - mum, dad and Kate - | would not edawithout their love, patience, support and
continuous stream of advice, despite the factttieat should all know by now that | do know best.
Mum and dad, | stand here today utterly indebtegoto both as you ensured that | received an
education that | never appreciated until it wasovénank you. To my sister, Kate, your amazing
strength and confidence over the past challengsag will inspire me for many years to come. If
you can defeat the last year, nothing is impossibieally, to my fiancée, Vivianne, nobody should
have to put up with what she has put up with olrerast few years. | proposed to Viv on Boxing
Day last year, unprepared and without a ring.lllretve no ring! | am reminded regularly that |
have no ring, and promise her that it is forthcaynin

To all the members of this place, regardless of palitical persuasion and regardless of the fact
that | may disagree with you on many points, on igeae | can guarantee that as long as | am a
member of Parliament, | will listen to and work kvitou all with the respect | have as contributors
to our civil society in perhaps the toughest waggilale. Thank you.

[Applause.]



