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MS GUISE (Wanneroo) [3.56 pm]:  In supporting the motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
Reply moved by the member for Kimberley, I offer my congratulations to the member for Burrup,
Mr Riebeling, upon his election to the important position of Speaker.  I know that he will lend to
this high office the dignity and impartiality required.  I am honoured to have been elected by the
Parliament of Western Australia as the first woman Deputy Speaker and look forward to serving my
political apprenticeship under the Speaker.

ADDRESS TO THE NYOONGAH PEOPLE

I acknowledge and pay respect to the Nyoongah people on whose land I stand and look forward to
working with members in this place to bring about changes that will provide certainty with regard
to native title for the indigenous people of Western Australia.  I believe we can move forward as a
reconciled people to ensure that all Australians achieve self-determination and are able to participate
fully in our community and civic life, thereby defending the democratic practices which allow us
to live together in tolerance and peace. 

ELECTION TO PARLIAMENT

I am honoured and privileged to represent the electorate of Wanneroo, and I thank the electors for
the confidence they have expressed in me.  I intend to do the best I can to make a contribution to
good government - with a Government that is fair and equitable, a Government that does not
discriminate. 

Politics was not something to which I aspired as a young woman.  It seemed to find me - a young
mother with a passionate desire for her children to receive the best education possible and to value
that experience as they matured, and a young woman prepared to seek answers and volunteer to help
where possible.  That is also the case for many of our volunteers, the wonderful people who are
working tirelessly in our community providing the glue that binds together the fabric of our
community. 
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RECOGNITION OF VOLUNTEERS

The United Nations General Assembly has proclaimed 2001 as the International Year of Volunteers.
Therefore, as someone who comes to this place as a former community activist and volunteer, I pay
tribute to the large number of volunteers who are working to improve the wellbeing of others and
in so doing are helping to make our State a better place in which to live.

At this point I acknowledge the mums and dads who assist the marvellous work done in our schools
by the professional educators and their support staff.  I have come to this place from the parents and
citizens association.  I am honoured to follow in the shoes of other notable women such as May
Holman, Labor’s pioneer woman parliamentarian, and Senator Patricia Giles, both of whom were
associated with the State parent body known today as the Western Australian Council of State
School Organisations, as well as Senator Susan Ryan and former Victorian Premier Joan Kirner
who, like me, also represented parents on the Australian Council of State School Organisations.  I
cut my political teeth as an education lobbyist through the organisation known as WACSSO.  I owe
a debt of gratitude to the former Minister for Education, Hon Norman Moore, for suggesting
political motivation when I had none at the time.  I have offered to pay for the first drink in the
Member’s Bar by way of saying thanks. 

It is clear that politicians and bureaucrats should value the input of parents, teachers and students,
even if the messages they receive are sometimes unpalatable, for they must win their support for
successful changes in education policy.  I received an email following the election, headed “Well
done that woman”.  It was sent by an educator who understood the struggle to ensure a strong voice
for parents of students in the state school system.  That woman is now in this place, and will
continue to fight for the educational rights of the child. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF PUBLIC EDUCATION

Public education has not received a fair go in recent years.  Parents and teachers across the nation
continue to lobby to raise public awareness and support for this vital sector.  I will share a statement
of principles for public education developed by a summit of education, community, welfare, union
and political organisations, and concerned individuals in Victoria.  It is a true reflection of my own
beliefs and states eloquently that public education is essential -

Because it -

is vital to the future economic, social, cultural and intellectual development of our nation
and all its citizens

is for everyone

provides everyone with the opportunity to shape their own future

enriches and strengthens our local communities

is the basis of an informed, active, fair and democratic society

draws people together, and creates greater tolerance and appreciation of differences

values our shared experience and our common good.

In acknowledging the importance of public education, it asks the question:  What sort of public
education do we want?  The answer is -

One which:

is free

provides the best possible education for all
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includes and values everyone irrespective of difference in race, religion, class, ability,
gender or geographic location

bridges the gaps in advantage and provides students of all ages with a fair share of resources

is adequately and fully funded by State and Commonwealth governments at a level which
reflects the value we place on every child and young person in our society

is available locally and relates to the life of local communities

provides for life-long learning and for second chance learning

promotes tolerance and inclusiveness

respects inherited values while instilling a desire for new solutions

has teachers and education workers who are well-trained, well paid, respected and secure
in their employment

is given priority as an essential responsibility of governments

will be here for future generations.

I highly commend this statement of principles to members for endorsement.  I firmly believe that
public education is an investment in the future wellbeing and prosperity of our community.

The States Grants (Primary and Secondary Education Assistance) Bill 2000 did not provide much
hope for public schools.  Instead, provision of commonwealth funding went in increasing amounts
to private schools, including some of the richest in Australia.  The federal government legislation
provides $22 billion over four years to schools, of which 68 per cent will go to private schools,
while 70 per cent of Australian children who attend public schools will receive only 32 per cent. The
enrolment benchmark adjustment, which takes funding away from government schools, is another
example of the demise in support for the public sector by the Federal Government.  Opposition to
this funding formula was strong.  The position of the Australian Council of State School
Organisations, which represents parents of students in public schools, was supported by the
Australian Parents Council, which represents parents in non-government schools, as the latter group
also believed the system was grossly unfair.  No-one denies that a strong non-government school
sector should exist and gain support from the Government.  However, the funding system must be
fair and not at the expense of the 70 per cent of Australian children who attend public schools. 

The new Labor Government has five priority areas in education:  To improve literacy and numeracy,
increase retention rates, improve the learning environment and information technology systems, and
raise the status and standard of teaching.  The vital partnership between the school and home is also
recognised.  I will continue to advocate a high quality education system that values the role of
teachers and other education professionals and the contribution of parents.  I will work to ensure that
each child has the opportunity to learn to his or her maximum capacity, for recognition and
promotion of classroom-based teachers, leadership roles for women, and a resurgence of respect for
the profession.  I also advocate a strong tertiary sector - both technical and further education and
university education - that is accessible and affordable.  I believe that education is the best way for
children - and women and girls in particular - to have greater choices in life.

THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN OUR SOCIETY

Having identified a need for greater choices for women, it is time that the reality of inequity in pay
and conditions for women was addressed.  Legislation is required to deliver a fair wages structure
for women workers in Western Australia.  Not only are Western Australian women behind the eight
ball in comparison with the opposite sex, but also it is estimated that they are paid $20 less a week
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on average than their counterparts in the rest of Australia.  The Women’s Policy Office advised that
the average weekly wage for women aged 15 years and over in Western Australia in full-time
employment was the equivalent of 78.2 per cent of men’s earnings.  When compared to all
employees’ total earnings, women receive $451.50 compared to $778.40 for men - some 58 per cent
of men’s earnings.  I have repeatedly heard women lament that although the principle of equal pay
was won in 1969, and again in the 1970s, it is still not a reality. 

In 1969, the Australian Conciliation and Arbitration Commission ruled that by 1972 Australian
women should receive equal pay to men for equal work.  The Sex Discrimination Act 1984 and the
Affirmative Action (Equal Employment Opportunity for Women) Act 1986 were enacted in the
1980s.  These Acts were designed to improve the situation of women in the labour market.  My own
experience, and that of my female friends, indicates that the number of areas in which it is possible
to earn equal pay are limited.  It was only when I commenced a position as an electorate officer that
I earned the same amount as a male for doing the same job.  If this basic issue cannot be addressed,
it is no wonder that it is difficult to address the undervaluation of women’s work. 

In her book The beauty therapist, the motor mechanic, the geoscientist and the librarian: addressing
the undervaluation of women’s work, Rosemary Hunter points to her belief that the New South
Wales Government’s pay equity inquiry made significant conceptual advances in considering how
pay and equities for women workers may be identified and remedied.  The terms of reference asked
the Industrial Relations Commission to inquire into and report on whether work in female-
dominated occupations and industries is undervalued in terms of remuneration and pay relative to
work in comparable male-dominated occupations and industries.  We are challenged to redress the
widening gap by enshrining equal remuneration for work of equal value as a minimum condition
of employment, allowing for claims for work based on comparable value.  That challenge should
be met not only by my female colleagues and me but also by all male members in this place. 

GAY AND LESBIAN RIGHTS

While dealing with the subject of discrimination it would be remiss of me not to comment on the
need for law reform to end the discrimination that currently exists in Western Australia towards gay
people in our community.  The current laws are draconian and totally unacceptable.  They continue
to promote discrimination against a segment of our community that has no choice about its sexual
orientation.  I found particularly telling a letter to the editor of The West Australian written by Irwin
Swasbrook of Highgate and published on 2 April 2001.  It reminds us that we are referring to real
people who are disadvantaged every day, not a theory or an abstract notion, and debunks the myth
that anyone is led into a sexual lifestyle, whether it be heterosexual or homosexual.  He pointed out
that the young people most affected often do not make it to the age at which they can drive, drink
and vote because they have chosen the sad path to suicide.  They have despairingly seen that as their
only option in a society that does nothing but abuse them personally and denigrate their value as
people. 

As the mother of a gay child, I can attest to the struggle to rise above the discrimination that exists
in our society.  My daughter did not choose to be gay, nor was she led into a particular sexual
lifestyle.  She is a wonderful person whom I love dearly.  She has a generosity of spirit, is
intelligent, kind and loving, and she is always ready to help others.  There are many others like her
in the community.  I am yet to be presented with any reason that my daughter should be treated
differently from her brother under the law.  I welcome the end of sexual discrimination and look
forward to a more socially just State and a community that cherishes and nurtures all of God’s
children, not just some of them. 
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THE ELECTORATE OF WANNEROO

My electorate covers 681 square kilometres, making it the largest state metropolitan seat, with
37 720 electors.  That population is almost 400 per cent greater than the population in some other
electorates.  That is a disgraceful situation that unfairly devalues my constituents’ democratic power.
The Wanneroo electorate deserves better than that, and Labor will deliver. 

The first recorded European exploration of the area now known as Wanneroo was undertaken by
John Butler in 1834.  It is hard to estimate the number of Aborigines living in the area at the time
because it appears that they were often on the move.  However, it is known that the Aboriginal elder
in the district at the time was Yellagonga.  Included in the first group of pioneers who joined the
indigenous population was James Cockburn, who settled in the area in 1850.  Settlement was slow,
and it is estimated that only 60 families had settled in the area by the 1870s.  I was fascinated to read
in a book entitled The Story of Wanneroo, published by the Shire of Wanneroo in 1979, that
convicts were employed to build what was called a “block road”.  A flat surface was made and
wooden blocks laid with sand poured between them, making travel possible if not comfortable. 
Today, the City of Wanneroo is the fastest growing region in Australia and the need for greater
access to transportation remains a high priority for its residents. 

The first school was established in 1874 with 17 students in its inaugural year and the postal service
came on board in 1883.  The area’s first church - St Anthony’s Roman Catholic Church - was
consecrated in 1932.  The electorate of Wanneroo now boasts 19 government schools and nine
religious schools, with the building of additional schools planned during this term of government,
including new primary schools in Carramar and East Marangaroo. 

Market gardening had taken a strong hold in Wanneroo before the turn of the century.  Joining
earlier settlers were families from Italy, Yugoslavia and other nations, and it is due to their hard
work that the area continues to flourish today.  It is enlightening to learn of the early opening up of
the region, especially because extensive development continues there today.  The electorate is large
and it is hard to find a community of interest between the diverse suburbs, ranging from Marangaroo
in the south east to Two Rocks and Yanchep in the north west.  The electorate suffers the burden
of many such areas on the periphery of cities.  It has a young, heavily mortgaged population with
school-aged children and a need for additional community facilities as it struggles to keep pace with
its growth. 

The Wanneroo electorate has many tourist attractions, including the two excellent heritage trails.
The Yaberoo-Budjara trail is based on the movements of Yellagonga’s tribe and links the linear
lakes of the coastal plain from Lake Joondalup to Yanchep National Park.  The other shorter trail
is around Lake Joondalup and traces the history of the Wanneroo district.  Without wanting to sound
like a tourist guide, I can safely boast that Wanneroo has it all:  Great beaches, wetlands, national
parks, great daytime destinations such as Yanchep and Two Rocks that have exciting plans for
further development, as well as wineries and horticultural industries.

THANK YOU TO SUPPORTERS

I wish to congratulate and pay tribute to the Premier, Dr Geoff Gallop, who led the Australian Labor
Party to a resounding victory on 10 February this year.  I thank all my Labor colleagues for their
support and assistance.  Finally, I thank the women and men who worked to have me elected,
especially my husband Stuart and our children, Daniel and Carly.  I thank Andrew, my stalwart
doorknocking companion who stuck it out in all weather, and the many dedicated people in the
Labor movement and the community who worked tirelessly throughout the campaign, not least of
whom was Liam Costello, who kept me grounded and very busy.  Thanks must also be extended to
the campaign team of the Western Australian Labor Party - particularly Ruth Webber, who is a great
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mentor and friend - the Australian Manufacturing Workers Union and the Maritime Union of
Australia for their support.  I also thank the wonderful women of Emily’s List, whose support and
assistance with money were crucial to my winning the seat of Wanneroo.

I make special mention of the guidance and support offered to me by Hon John Cowdell, Graham
Edwards - the federal member for Cowan - and my special friends and mentors, Senator Jim
McKiernan and the former member for Wanneroo, Jackie McKiernan. 

I acknowledge and thank the staff of Parliament for the assistance they have given me in taking up
my duties as the member for Wanneroo and Deputy Speaker.  I look forward to my time in the
Western Australian Parliament, to vibrant and stimulating debate in the House and the opportunity
to represent the electorate of Wanneroo.

[Applause.] 

__________


