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PETITION N0 16- MIDLAND RAILWAYWORKSHOP SITE

I refer to your letter of 29 October 2013 regarding the Midland Railway Workshops
petition that was tabled by the Hon A1anna CIOhesy MLC in the Legislative Council on
19 September 2013.

The former Midland Redevelopment Authority (now the Metropolitan Redevelopment
Authority) has made a significant investment in conserving the important history of the
Midland Railway Workshops, including the delivery of the Workers Wall, an upgrade of
the Peace Memorial area, and significant building conservation works.

The Interpretive Centre referred to in Petition N0 16 was closed by the MRA for site
reinediation works. Without a continued revenue stream to support its ongoing
management and operation, and given the current economic climate and limited sales
activity, the MRA is not able to re-open the Centre on a consistent basis.

The MRA has advised that it will open the Interpretive Centre to the public to coincide
with other events at the Workshops. An example of this is the recent Midland Railway
Heritage Open Day, held on Sunday, 8 September 2013. The event attracted over
8,000 people and allowed visitors to interact with the site's history via guided site tours,
viewing of the Midland Workshops documentary, MMIand Workshops Life, and a
number of other activities. In addition, signage communicating the original use of each
building was reinstalled on site before the Open Day.
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The MRA will also continue to investigate alternative options to tell the stories of the
Workshops such as an interactive interpretive trail, which will encourage the community
to visit and appreciate more of the Workshops site.

In April 2014, it is envisaged that Stage I of the Railway Square development will be
complete. These works will include public amenities, which will allow closer interaction
with the Peace Memorial and the Midland Railway Workshops.

Additionally, in accordance with the Heritage of Western Australia Act 7990, the MRA
maintains close liaison with the Heritage Council of Western Australia and the State
Heritage Office to preserve the cultural heritage values of the site.

Itrust the information above will assist the Committee.
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CC: Hon A1bert Jacob MLA, Minister for Heritage


