
 

 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

                               

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

No. 58 

TUESDAY, 7 MARCH 2006 
                               

Memo: The electronic publication of Questions on Notice as part of the Notice Paper 
is available on the Parliament’s Internet site at www.parliament.wa.gov.au. 

                               

Questions postponed from previous sittings: - 

Tuesday, 13 September 2005 

412. Mr M.J. Birney to the Minister for Community Development 

Thursday, 17 November 2005 

509. Mr M.J. Birney to the Minister for the Environment 

Wednesday, 23 November 2005 

516. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Tourism 

519. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

521. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Deputy Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Government Enterprises; 
Minister Assisting the Minister for Public Sector Management 

522. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister representing the Minister for Agriculture and Forestry; the 
Midwest and Wheatbelt 

525. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Attorney General; Minister for Health; Electoral Affairs 

526. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for the Environment; Science 

527. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services; Community Safety 

530. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Community Development; Culture and the Arts; 
Women’s Interests 

532. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Tourism; Racing and Gaming; Youth; Peel and the South 
West 



 

 

533. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Housing and Works; Heritage; Minister Assisting the 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

536. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister representing the Minister for Fisheries; the Kimberley, 
Pilbara and Gascoyne 

Thursday, 1 December 2005 

553. Mr J.H.D. Day to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

 

Questions listed for this sitting: - 

554. Dr S.C. Thomas to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

(1) Which department under the Minister’s jurisdiction has responsibility for conducting 
emergency rescues involving line skills? 

(2) Is the Minister aware that Fire and Rescue Service crews attached to the metropolitan fire 
service have been called on in recent emergencies which have necessitated competency in line 
rescue skills? 

(3) How are Fire and Rescue Service crews trained and prepared for rescue emergencies involving 
line skills? 

(4) How often are refresher courses conducted for the personnel involved in these circumstances? 

(5) Is the Minister aware of concern within the ranks of career fire-fighters about a lack of 
training in line rescue skills? 

(6) Is the Minister aware that career fire-fighters involved in such emergency rescues are at 
greater risk without adequate refresher training? 

555. Dr S.C. Thomas to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Local Government and 
Regional Development 

I refer to the development of lot 97 Hestia Way, San Remo, which was built on in November 1989, 
and ask -  

(a) did the City of Mandurah require a retaining wall to be built as a condition of the 
approval of a building licence; and  

(b) given the disparity in site levels with the neighbouring block, lot 96 Hestia Way, San 
Remo, and the unstable nature of the soil in the area, if the retaining wall was not a 
requirement of building approval, why not? 

556. Dr S.C. Thomas to the Minister for Government Enterprises 

I refer to the $65,102,000 ‘Direct Grants’ funding listed in the distribution of the $161,604 million 
‘Community Funding’ on page 83 of the LotteryWest Annual Report 2005, and ask, will the Minister 
provide details of the recipients of ‘Direct Grants’ funding who received grants of less than $100,000 
in the 2004-2005 financial year? 

557. Dr S.C. Thomas to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

I refer to the recent removal, by the Main Roads Department, of a number of Poplar trees which lined 
the eastern side of the Southwestern Highway on the northern entry to Donnybrook, and ask -  

(a) why was it considered necessary to remove these trees; 



 

 

(b) when was it first proposed to remove the trees; 

(c) were any other options considered; and 

(i) if so, what were they; 

(d) what community consultations occurred, with whom and when; and 

(e) are there any Main Roads Department guidelines in place regarding community 
consultation on such matters? 

558. Dr S.C. Thomas to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Agriculture and Food 

(1) Will the declared species of flora and fauna listed as permitted or prohibited organisms under 
the proposed Biosecurity and Agricultural Management Bill be the same as those listed 
annually in the Government Gazette under the Agriculture and Related Resources Protection 
Act 1976; and 

(a) if not, what differences are proposed and why? 

(2) Where will the list of declared disease organisms (micro-organisms listed as prohibited or 
permitted) for the proposed bill be sourced from? 

559. Dr S.C. Thomas to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

(1) How many acres of land listed as ‘Bush Forever’ or ‘Bush Plan’ have been developed since 
February 2001?  

(2) How many different developments does this entail? 

(3) Who were the proponents of these developments? 

560. Mr J.H.D. Day to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

I refer to the Perth-Mandurah rail project, and ask, has any cracking or other damage occurred to the 
Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre or associated structures as a result of the rail construction; and 

(a) if so, what is the extent of the damage and what is the estimated cost of repair; and 

(b) if so, who is responsible for the repair? 

561. Mr J.H.D. Day to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

I refer to the Brand Highway between Muchea and Geraldton, and ask -  

(a) what is the number of vehicles using the highway in each direction per day and/or 
week; 

(b) what is the number of road trains using the highway in each direction per day and/or 
week; 

(c) what expenditure has there been, and for what purpose, in the following financial 
years - 

(i) 2001-2002; 

(ii) 2002-2003; 

(iii) 2003-2004; and 

(iv) 2004-2005; 

(d) what expenditure is planned, and for what purpose, in the following financial years -  

(i) 2005-2006; 



 

 

(ii) 2006-2007; 

(iii) 2007-2008; and 

(iv) 2008-2009; and 

(e) what specific improvements to the road will occur in 2006 and 2007? 

562. Dr S.C. Thomas to the Minister for Tourism 

Will the Minister release or table the results of the survey conducted by West Coast Field Services of 
Applecross in June 2005 on the value and leadership of TourismWA; and  

(a) if not, why not? 

563. Dr S.C. Thomas to the Minister for the Environment 

I refer to the Conservation and Land Management proposal to close the boat launching facility at 
Chapman Pool on the Blackwood River near the Warner Glen Bridge Camping Ground from May 
2006, and ask, will the Minister advise why this recreational boat launching facility is to be closed? 

564. Dr S.C. Thomas to the Minister for State Development 

I refer to the Environmental Performance Bonds being collected by the Department of Industry and 
Resources, and ask - 

(a) what is the total amount of Environmental Performance Bond money held by the 
Department; 

(b) given the current resources boom, what is the estimated value of Environmental 
Performance Bonds that will be held by the Department in the 2010 financial year; 

(c) what is the average length of time that Environmental Performance Bond moneys are 
held; 

(d) how much Environmental Performance Bond money has been repaid in the last 10 
years; 

(e) is Environmental Performance Bond money returned with interest; 

(f) are Environmental Performance Bond moneys held in a trust account; and 

(g) if this Environmental Performance Bond money is being expended, what is it being 
spent on? 

565. Dr E. Constable to the Minister for Sport and Recreation 

(1) How many State Sporting Associations did the Department of Sport and Recreation fund over 
each of the following financial years -  

(a) 2001-2002; 

(b) 2002-2003; 

(c) 2003-2004; 

(d) 2004-2005; and 

(e) 2005-2006? 

(2) How much funding was provided to each organisation in each financial year referred to in (1)? 

(3) Were there any conditions on expenditure attached to the funding provided to each group 
referred to in (1)? 



 

 

(4) Which groups in each financial year referred to in (1) spent funding on sending school aged 
teams to competitions? 

566. Dr E. Constable to the Minister for Sport and Recreation 

(1) Does the State Government have a programme that directly assists individual students with 
travel costs so that they may participate in overseas and interstate sports competitions in which 
they have been selected to participate; and 

(a) if not, why not? 

(2) Has the State Government investigated the costs and logistics of setting up a programme to 
fund school students’ travel costs to attend overseas and interstate sporting events in which 
they are selected to participate; and 

(a) if not, why not? 

(3) Which non-government organisations, if any, can students who are selected to participate in 
overseas and interstate sporting competitions approach for assistance in meeting costs? 

567. Dr E. Constable to the Minister for Culture and the Arts 

(1) Does the State Government have a programme that directly assists individual students with 
travel costs so that they may participate in overseas and interstate artistic and cultural events 
and competitions for which they have been selected; and 

(a) if not, why not? 

(2) Has the State Government investigated the costs and logistics of setting up a programme to 
fund school students’ travel costs to attend artistic and cultural events in which they are 
selected to participate; and 

(a) if not, why not? 

(3) Which non-government organisations, if any, can students who are selected to participate in 
overseas and interstate artistic and cultural events approach for assistance in meeting costs? 

568. Dr E. Constable to the Minister assisting the Minister for Education and Training 

(1) How many primary teachers (Pre-primary to Year 7) were employed by the Department of 
Education and Training on 1 February 2006? 

(2) How many Kindergarten teachers were employed by the Department of Education and 
Training on 1 February 2006? 

(3) How many primary teachers were still seeking employment with the Department of Education 
and Training on 1 February 2006? 

(4) How many Kindergarten teachers were still seeking employment with the Department of 
Education and Training on 1 February 2006? 

(5) How many of the teachers referred to in (3) and (4) respectively were temporary teachers? 

(6) How many of the teachers referred to in (5) were -  

(a) males; and  

(b) females? 

569. Dr S.C. Thomas to the Minister for the Environment 

I refer to the Water Corporation’s planned extraction of the South West Yarragadee aquifer for the 
Integrated Water Supply System, and ask -  



 

 

(a) will the Minister advise if any environmental studies have been conducted on the 
Swan Coastal Plain to assess the potential for the creation of acid sulphate soil; 

(b) as the precursor to acid sulphate soil is a lowering of the water level of coastal 
wetland areas, what environmental safeguards is the Government considering using to 
avoid the final trigger to acid sulphate contamination; and 

(c) if there are no definitive studies in place, will the Government conduct a thorough 
investigation of the potential threat to the Swan Coastal Plain environment before 
proceeding with any plan to access the South West Yarragadee? 

570. Dr S.C. Thomas to the Minister for Justice 

Will the Minister confirm if job position 005949 (as of August 2002) has been replaced by position 
004403 of June 2004? 

571. Mr J.H.D. Day to the Minister for Health 

I refer to the proposed new general hospital to be built in Midland, and ask -  

(a) what is the estimated completion date and cost of the hospital; 

(b) will passenger train services be extended to the hospital from the existing Midland 
station; 

(c) how will noise impacts on the hospital from passing trains be managed; 

(d) how will access to the hospital for emergency vehicles be managed with respect to the 
railway line so as to not be obstructed by trains; 

(e) what is the estimated cost of managing this aspect and has funding been included in 
the capital works allocation for the hospital; and 

(i) if not, has funding been allocated from elsewhere, and, if so, where? 

572. Mr J.H.D. Day to the Minister for Water Resources 

I refer to the Logue Brook Dam, and ask -  

(a) is public access to the dam and surrounding area being considered for closure, and, if 
so -  

(i) why; 

(ii) what area will be closed; and 

(iii) from when; 

(b) is potable water going to be taken from the water body, and, if so -  

(i) how much per year; and  

(ii) from when; 

(c) has the existing water been tested for potability; and 

(i) if so, when and what was the result; and 

(ii) if not, why not; 

(d) how many people are estimated to use the area for recreation each year; and 

(e) has any social or other impact study regarding closure of public access been 
undertaken; and 

(i) if so, will the Minister table a copy; and 



 

 

(ii) if not, why not? 

573. Mr J.H.D. Day to the Minister for Water Resources 

I refer to the Harvey Dam, and ask -  

(a) when was the dam opened; 

(b) what was the cost of construction;  

(c) what is its capacity; 

(d) was it constructed for supplying potable water; and 

(e) is the water in the dam potable; and 

(i) if so, how much potable water is supplied each year; and 

(ii) if not, why not, and for what purpose is the water used? 

574. Mr J.H.D. Day to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

I refer to the land in Ascot, adjacent to the north-west side of Great Eastern Highway and between 
Tonkin Highway and Central Avenue, which was recently sold by auction, and ask -  

(a) how many lots were sold; 

(b) which government agency previously owned the lots; 

(c) how much was obtained for each lot; 

(d) why were they sold; and  

(e) were the lots required for any part of the proposed widening of Great Eastern 
Highway? 

575. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Employment Protection 

I refer to the statement relating to the handling of criminal industrial matters by the police, made by 
the former Minister on 17 August 2005 (Hansard, p. 3971), ‘The police have undertaken seven 
prosecutions since we came to government. Some have been successful, but a number have not.’, and 
ask, will the Minister provide the details of each Criminal Industrial prosecution, successful and 
unsuccessful, that the police have undertaken since January 2003, including the following -  

(a) the date of offence;  

(b) the person or persons alleged to have committed the offence;  

(c) the nature of the alleged offences;  

(d) the outcomes of each case;  

(e) the nature of fines and penalties;  

(f) if the matter was referred to the police by the Building Industry Special Projects 
Inspectorate; and  

(g) if the complaint was made directly to the police and by whom? 

576. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Employment Protection 

(1) How many functions, including breakfasts, morning teas, lunches and dinners, have been held 
by the Minister, the previous Minister or the Department of Consumer and Employment 
Protection, in the area of industrial relations? 

(2) For each function, will the Minister advise -  



 

 

(a) the total cost, including invitations (production and sending out), catering, and venue 
hire; 

(b) the name(s) of any guest speakers; 

(c) the specific costs, if any, relating to the guest speaker (for example, a speaking fee, the 
cost of travel and/or accommodation); and 

(d) the names of organisations and individuals invited to attend? 

577. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Employment Protection 

(1) Between 1 July 2005 and 31 December 2005, how many Employer Employee Agreements 
(EEAs) were -  

(a) lodged; and  

(b) approved? 

(2) In which industries were they? 

(3) Of the Agreements referred to in (1), how many had – 

(a) no bargaining agents; 

(b) union bargaining agents; and  

(c) non-union bargaining agents? 

578. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Employment Protection 

(1) Between 1 July 2002 and 30 June 2003, how many Employer Employee Agreements (EEAs) 
were -  

(a) lodged; and  

(b) approved? 

(2) In which industries were they? 

(3) Of the Agreements referred to in (1), how many had – 

(a) no bargaining agents; 

(b) union bargaining agents; and 

(c) non-union bargaining agents? 

579. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Employment Protection 

(1) Between 1 July 2003 and 30 June 2004, how many Employer Employee Agreements (EEAs) 
were -  

(a) lodged; and  

(b) approved? 

(2) In which industries were they? 

(3) Of the Agreements referred to in (1), how many had – 

(a) no bargaining agents; 

(b) union bargaining agents; and 

(c) non-union bargaining agents? 



 

 

580. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Employment Protection 

(1) Between 1 July 2004 and 30 June 2005, how many Employer Employee Agreements (EEAs) 
were -  

(a) lodged; and  

(b) approved? 

(2) In which industries were they? 

(3) Of the Agreements referred to in (1), how many had – 

(a) no bargaining agents; 

(b) union bargaining agents; and 

(c) non-union bargaining agents? 

581. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Employment Protection 

I refer to the Building Industry and Special Project Inspectorate activities for the period of 1 July 2005 
to 31 December 2005, and ask -  

(a) how many investigations were carried out during this period;  

(b) of these complaints -  

(i) how many were made by union officials; and  

(ii) how many were made by builders, contractors and/or sub-contractors; 

(c) what were the outcomes of each complaint;  

(d) have there been any prosecutions, and, if yes -  

(i) against whom; and  

(ii) what were the outcomes; 

(e) are there any outstanding complaints or investigations to date, and, if yes -  

(i) how many; and  

(ii) what is the cause of the delays; 

(f) have there been any instances of regular site visits, and, if yes -  

(i) where;  

(ii) when did they occur; 

(iii) who conducted the site visits; and  

(iv) what was the outcome of each site visit; 

(g) have time and wage record inspections been carried out, and, if yes -  

(i) where;  

(ii) when did they occur; 

(iii) who conducted the visits; and  

(iv) what was the outcome of each visit; 

(h) how many complaints have involved the Building Industry and Special Projects 
Inspectorate utilising the resources of the Western Australian Police Services for -  

(i) advice;  

(ii) assistance with prosecutors; and  



 

 

(iii) other matters; 

(i) what were the details of each matter that utilised the Western Australian Police 
Service;  

(j) what other activities has the Building Industry and Special Projects Inspectorate 
carried out during this period;  

(k) how many staff were employed at the Building Industry and Special Projects 
Inspectorate; and  

(i) what was the total budget for the Building Industry and Special Projects 
Inspectorate for this period? 

582. Mr M.J. Birney to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

(1) How many times during the 2005 and 2006 calendar years has the Prospector Train broken 
down? 

(2) On how many occasions were passengers transferred to Kalgoorlie by bus? 

(3) Will the Minister confirm that the busses being used were not Charter vehicles and, in fact, 
were school busses? 

(4) Are passengers travelling on these school busses still covered for accident insurance and 
public liability; and  

(a) if not, why not? 

583. Mr T.R. Sprigg to the Minister for Heritage 

I refer to the old Swanbourne Hospital that was recently sold for $6.65 million, and ask -  

(a) what are the Government’s plans in relation to the money raised as a result of this 
sale; and 

(b) as the building is Heritage listed, what are the redevelopment guidelines that have 
been prepared for the site? 

584. Dr E. Constable to the Minister for Disability Services 

I refer to the Minister’s media release of 15 February 2006, and ask - 

(a) what is the name and address of the new facility located on Cambridge Street that 
offers therapy services for adults and children with disabilities; 

(b) what kinds of therapy are provided at the centre; 

(c) do clients require a referral to attend the centre; and  

(i) if so, from whom; 

(d) what kinds of clients does the centre exist to serve and do those clients include 
children with autism spectrum disorders; 

(e) what is the State Government funding allocation for the centre for 2005-2006; 

(f) what are the financial costs to clients of receiving therapy at the centre; 

(g) how many Full-Time Employee (FTE) specialist staff does the centre employ and 
what are their roles; and 

(h) does the centre serve a particular catchment area; and 

(i) if so, what are its boundaries; and 



 

 

(ii) if no, are there any other limitations on the eligibility of clients to attend the 
centre for therapy? 

 

 

 

 

                               

PETER J. McHUGH 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

                               

 


