
 Plans for an elaborate eastern wing were     

developed as part of the overall design of    

Parliament House by Mr J.H Grainger, the 

Chief Government Architect. 

Members of Parliament complain to the    

Premier about the lack of Parliamentary          

accommodation and the urgent need for a     

ladies’ retiring room. 

1939 

1940s Hansard, accommodated on the top floor of 

temporary accommodation, complains that 

the galvanised additions are ‘a hot box in   

summer and an icebox in winter’ while    

Members have no accommodation at all. 
 

 

 

 

 Premier Willcock, MLA, states that he is 

against making any alterations to Parliament 

House due to wartime conditions.  

Plans for an eastern extension of Parliament 

House are developed by Mr Eduard van Mens 

of the architectural division of the Public Works 

Department under the direction of the          

Principal Architect, Mr A. E. Clare (who was 

succeeded by Mr W.L. Green).  

 

 The Premier and Treasurer inform the Joint 

House Committee that, given a post-war 

shortage of housing, it is not possible to     

support extensions to Parliament House. 

1944 

1950 

1948 

1902  
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 Government decides to construct another    

temporary building facing Malcolm Street.      

The Joint House Committee threatens to serve 

an injunction to stop work on the site.            

The Government introduces retrospective             

legislation to authorise the building but the 

building does not go ahead. 

1951  

Queen Elizabeth II and the Duke of Edinburgh 

visit Parliament, entering via the tradesmen’s 

entrance at the back of the House, close to 

what is today the main entrance. There is          

indignity about leading the Queen to a garden 

party by means of a tradesmen’s entrance. 

By this time Parliament has seen a growing 

number of women elected to Parliament,           

including Edith Cowan, May Holman, Florence 

Cardell-Oliver and Ruby Hutchison, and the lack 

of ladies’ facilities is a growing concern. 

1954 

The Stephenson-Hepburn Town Planning Report 

condemns the standard of existing public        

service accommodation and reminds planners 

that government departments in central Perth 

occupy antiquated buildings on sites that now 

have high commercial values. Heritage build-

ings such as the Old Treasury Buildings and 

Pensioners Barracks are seen as dispensable, 

with decentralisation and the construction of 

modern government accommodation the        

focus. 

1955  

Premier Hawke informs the Joint House       

Committee that he has agreed to set aside in 

the 1956 budget estimates a sufficient sum to 

commence the additions to Parliament House. 
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Premier Hawke formally announces in the      

Legislative Assembly that Government is        

favourable to making additions to Parliament 

House.   

Hon John Tonkin, MLA, Deputy Premier and 

Minister for Works, pre-empting a public     

outcry, announces that the new works will be 

‘on a scale not quite as elaborate as that       

envisaged many years ago but one which    

nevertheless will be considered as quite          

adequate….*and+…in a manner fitting to the 

existing structure and to the development 

needs of the State’. 

Principal Architect A.E Clare recommends a 

scaled-down version of the Parliament House 

plans, rejecting a plan in circulation because it 

is largely tied to the original design with its     

expensive elevations.  

A new, scaled-down plan is subsequently        

approved by the Joint House Committee, with 

its role based on functionality, cost and time.  

Jul 1957  

Aug 1956  



Oct 1962
  

The Foundation Stone laid in July 1902 is 

moved from the north-eastern corner of the        

Parliament House grounds and a canister      

containing documents from that era is           

discovered. 

A tender is awarded to C.B and M. Wildy Pty Ltd 

for the completion of the northern wing of the 

eastern extension of Parliament House to          

include party meeting rooms, offices for         

Ministers, party leaders and Members, as well 

as work on the library (now the Aboriginal      

Peoples’ Room), newspaper room and                           

associated facilities. 

The total construction cost of the 1958-64 extensions is £416,500 (today’s 

value $10.67 million) compared with £35,623 (today’s value $5.098 million) 

for the construction of Parliament House in 1904. Mr Eduard van Mens is 

the first Project Architect for the construction. 
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Work is undertaken on the southern section of 

the eastern extension of the building, which is 

occupied on completion, with Hansard given   

priority. 

1958-61  

The Government Architect is requested to       

develop plans for a bowling green on the       

western side of the tennis court.                       

The construction of the bowling green never         

eventuates. 

Apr 1962  

Sept 1961  
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Image and article sourced 

from ‘House to House’ 

By Phillip Pendal and David Black. 

The new building extensions are opened by His 

Excellency the Governor, Major-General Sir 

Douglas Kendrew, KCMG, with 900 people in 

attendance, at a cost of £1,300. Media reports 

are positive. Guests include relatives of       

Members present at the original opening of 

Parliament House in 1902. (The Forrest, the 

Lee Steere and the Shenton families). 

23 Mar 1964
  

The Sunday Times feature article headline cites 

‘A real front door at last!’, reminding readers 

that for 60 years dignitaries, Premiers and the 

public have used the back door to enter           

Parliament House. 

22 Mar 1964  

Jun 1963  The President writes to the Premier on behalf 

of the Joint House Committee expressing his 

concerns that leaving a portion of the           

Pensioners Barracks after demolition for the 

construction of the freeway would 

‘detrimentally assert itself on Parliament 

House, thus distracting from what would       

otherwise be a most imposing view of the 

building; furthermore, it would prevent the 

planning of a frontal approach to Parliament 

House’. 



THE FOUNDATION STONE 
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10 October 1962   

Documents are discovered by         

tradesmen when moving the building 

Foundation Stone laid in July 1902 by 

the then Governor, Captain Sir Arthur 

Lawley, KCMG, to allow for construction 

of the additions.  



THE FOUNDATION STONE 
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4 December 1963  

The Foundation Stone is re-laid in a new 

location adjacent to the main entrance 

and includes a leaden casket with some of 

the original 1902 documents, an              

Explanatory Memorandum from the      

President of the Legislative Council and 

Chairman of the Joint House Committee 

and various Parliamentary documents, 

Government Gazette and The West        

Australian newspaper from 1964.  

 

16 October 1963   

Motion agreed by both Houses of Parliament that the Joint House Committee             

determine whether the records of 1902 be replaced, together with up-to-date         

documents, under the Foundation Stone when placed in its final position. 
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