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Minister for Sport and Recreation 
 

 

Hon Terry Waldron MLA 

Minister for Sport and Recreation 

 

In accordance with Section 66 of the Financial Administration and Audit Act 1985, I hereby 

submit for your information and presentation to Parliament the annual report for the 

Combat Sports Commission for the period 1 July 2009 to 30 June 2010. 

 

The Annual Report has been prepared in accordance with the provisions of the Financial 

Administration and Audit Act 198. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simon Watters   Vince Del Prete 

PCSC Chairman    PCSC Member on behalf of DSR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© Professional Combat Sports Commission (WA) 

 

This work is copyright.  Apart from any use as permitted under the  

Copyright Act 1968, no part may be reproduced by any 

process without prior written permission from the Professional 

Combat Sports Commission.  Requests and enquiries concerning 

reproduction should be addressed to combatsports@dsr.wa.gov.au. 

 

Unless otherwise stated, all images are the property of the  

Department of Sport and Recreation. 

 

For general enquiries: 

Professional Combat Sports Commission 

246 Vincent Street  

Leederville WA 6903 

Tel:     (08) 9492 9700 

Fax:    (08) 9492 9711 

Email: combatsports@dsr.wa.gov.au 

Web:   www.dsr.wa.gov.au 
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Supporters and partners of the Commission 
 

 

Without the support of major partners and sponsors of the Commission, a great deal of the 

work that the Commission does would not be possible. The contribution of these partners 

and supporters is gratefully acknowledged. 

 

Department of Sport and Recreation 

Lotterywest 

Western Australian Police  

New South Wales Boxing Commission 

Victorian Boxing and Combat Sports Board 

South Australian Combat Sports Board  

Australian Medical Association – WA Branch 
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Commission structure 
 

The structure of the Commission is a vital enabling element of the broader governance 

system. The structure refers to the size and composition of the Commission, including 

independence, the presence of Commissioners has regards for the balance of gender, cultural 

diversity, skills and experience.  

 

Commissioner Role within the Commission Term 

Mr Simon Watters  Chairman Ends January 

2011 

Detective Inspector Steve 

George 

Nominee of the Police 

Commissioner from April 2008 

Ended September 

2009 

Detective Tony Vidovich Nominee of the Police 

Commissioner  

Started 

September 2009  

Dr Parbodh Gogna Nominee of the Australian 

Medical Association from 

November 2007 

 

Mr Vince Del Prete Nominee of the Director General 

of the Department of Sport and 

Recreation from 2009 

 

Ms Margaret Sherlock Represents persons who are or 

who have been registered as 

contestants in a class other than a 

class relevant to boxing 

Ended January 

2010 

Ms Annette Backshall Represents persons who are or 

who have been registered as 

contestants in a class relevant to 

boxing 

Ends January 

2011 

Mr Kevin Junior A person with knowledge of the 

industry relating to combat sports 

other than boxing 

Ends January 

2011 

Mr John (Bill) Fanderlinden A person with knowledge of the 

boxing industry 

Ends January 

2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINISTER FOR SPORT 

PROFESSIONAL COMBAT SPORTS 

COMMISSION 
DEPARTMENT OF SPORT AND 

RECREATION 
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Commissioners 
 
 

 

Mr Simon Watters  
- Chairman of the Commission 
Mr Simon Watters was appointed chairman of the Professional Combat Sports Commission in 2004.   

Mr Watters is a Barrister at the Albert Wolff Chambers, specialising in Appeals, Coronial Inquiries as 

well as Criminal, Family, Immigration and Sports Law and is actively involved in various other 

committees including holding the position of Vice President of the Law Society of WA; sitting as 

Convenor of the General Litigation Sub-Committee and sitting as a member of the Brief Editorial, 

Education and Criminal Law Committees. 

 

His knowledge of Sports Law is integral to ensuring the Commission successfully enacts all aspects of 

the legislation which governs it and that any breaches of the Professional Combat Sports Act 1987 and 

Regulations 2004 are dealt with in an efficient and effective manner for all. 

 

Outside of his work, Mr Watters is also Chairman of the Lions Hearing Foundation and is a Director of 

the Ear Science Institute of Australia. 
  

Detective Inspector Steve George  

- Nominee of the Police Commissioner, term ended September 2009 
DI Steve George is the Police Commissioner’s representative within the Professional Combat Sports Commission. He provides a 

specialist role in terms of law enforcement. 

Whilst serving as a Commissioner, Detective Inspector George aims to ensure only ‘fit and proper’ people are involved with the 

combat sports industry, within Western Australia.  He is also the Commission’s liaison with the Commissioner of Police and 

makes sure that the WA police are notified of every professional contest that is going to take place in the state in accordance 

with the Act. 

By providing advice regarding applications received in relation to combat sports contests, Detective Inspector George aides the 

Commission in increasing the integrity of the industry. 

  

Detective Inspector Tony Vidovich  

- Nominee of the Police Commissioner, term started September 2009 
Tony is the West Australian Police Commissioner’s representative on the Professional Combat Sports Commission.  

He is a career police officer with over 27 years of service specialising mainly in criminal investigations through considerable time 

spent as a detective. He was worked in the organised and major crime divisions along with the Western Australia Police internal 

investigations area.   

To maintain and enhance the integrity of the overall industry, it is imperative that persons involved in the various professions 

are ‘fit and proper’.  

Tony has strong views on this point and while there have been considerable advancements by the Commission in the approval 

process, he sees the future of the Commission providing a more stringent decision making process. On that basis Tony provides 

valuable assistance and advice to the Commission during the assessment of permit applications. 
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Commissioners - continued  
 

 

  

Dr Parbodh Gogna  

- Nominee of the Australian Medical Association 
Dr Gogna was appointed to the Commission in 2007 and he is the Australian Medical Association 

representative, nominated to provide specialist advice backed by his military medicine knowledge. 
Dr Gogna has spent time actively participating in the combat sports industry, training in Jiu -Jitsu for a   

number of years. He is particularly focussed on maintaining high levels of safety in all areas of combat   

sports and regulating amateur fighting matches to ensure the same standard level of safety is 

implemented in both professional and amateur contests.  

  

 

Mr Vince Del Prete 
- Nominee of the Director General of the Department of Sport and Recreation 
Mr Vince Del Prete was appointed to the Commission in early 2009, representing the Director General 

of the Department of Sport and Recreation (DSR). 

Mr Del Prete has been working in the public service for a number of years and has a substantial 

background in governance, strategy and team leadership which has helped the Commission to progress 

its policy formulation and has contributed greatly to the finalisation of amendments to the Professional 

Combat Sports Act 1987. 

Although his passion for sport lies in Australian Rules football and cricket, as the DSR consultant for 

boxing in Western Australia, Mr Del Prete has a strong understanding of the governance issues that 

surround combat sports associations and the lack of awareness and understanding in the wider 

community regarding combat sports.  Mr Del Prete also trained in Goju Kai with the Brian Mackie 

Academy. 

  

 

Ms Margaret Sherlock 
- Represents persons who are or who have been registered as contestants in a class other 

than a class relevant to boxing, term ended January 2010 

Ms Margaret Sherlock is appointed to the Commission to represent contestants in combat sports other 

than boxing.  She was appointed to this position in 2005. 

Ms Sherlock is currently employed as a project manager for Chevron Australia, which saw her spend 

time working in Thailand where she began studying the art of Muaythai.   Over the years, Ms Sherlock 

has also studied Judo, Tae Kwon Do and Aikido.  She holds a second Dan black belt in full-contact karate 

and has a fascination with weaponry studies which led her to train in the arts of bo, jo and Iaido. 
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Commissioners – continued 

 

 

 

Ms Annette Backshall 
- Represents persons who are or who have been registered as contestants in a class 

relevant to boxing 

Ms Annette Backshall represents contestants in the class of boxing. She was appointed to the 

Commission 2004 and is currently employed as a fire-fighter with the Fire and Emergency Services of 

Western Australia.  

Ms Backshall utilises her knowledge as a nationally accredited boxing official to advance professional 

boxing in Western Australia while ensuring the health and welfare of competitors.  

Ms Backshall’s experience in combat sports stems from time spent training in Shito Ryu Karateka with 

the Denis Purvis Academy in 1990. Since then, Ms Backshall has progressed from training to officiating 

in amateur boxing. 

Ms Backshall believes further professional development, improving industry relations, continuing to 

develop policies and procedures and the implementation of a strategic plan will be beneficial to both 

the Commission and the improvement of professional boxing in Western Australia.  

  

 

Mr Kevin Junior 
- A person with knowledge of the industry relating to combat sports other than boxing 
Mr Kevin Junior was appointed to the Commission in 2005 as a person who has knowledge of combat 

sports other than boxing.  

Mr Junior’s martial arts experience extends over the past 40 years in the areas of Jujitsu, Kung-fu, 

Karate, Bando Burmese Boxing and Muaythai and has involved continuous training and promoting both 

amateur and professional shows.  

Mr Junior has continually supported the implementation of new legislation to regulate amateur 

contests and to ensure the safety and welfare of all competitions where monies raised will go back into 

the development of the combat sports industry. 

  

 

Mr Bill Fanderlinden 
- A person with knowledge of the boxing industry 
Mr Bill Fanderlinden was appointed to the Commission in 2010 to fill a casual vacancy and is a person 

who has knowledge of the boxing industry. 

Mr Fanderlinden brings a wealth of experience to the Commission having been Chairman of the first 

established Commission and the working group responsible for introducing legislation to control 

combat sport. 

Mr Fanderlinden supports the Commission taking on a more strategic role and believes that this change 

in philosophy will ultimately benefit both the Commission and the Combat Sports industry. 
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Chairman’s report 

 

The Combat Sports Industry continues to expand in Western 

Australia and with an increased interest in Mixed Martial Arts 

(MMA), this growth looks set to continue for many years to 

come. 

During the 2009/10 financial year, 16 professional combat sports 

events were held in Western Australia which represents a slight 

decrease from last year.  Despite this decrease the members of 

the Commission and support staff were kept busy attending 

each of these events to ensure that they were run in accordance 

with the legislation. 

During the last half of the year the Commission began the 

development and implementation of a corporate governance charter encompassing all 

Commission policies and procedures as well as the Commission’s standing orders and 

meeting procedures.  This document will assist the Commission meet the challenges and 

additional workload presented with the passing of the Professional Combat Sports 

Amendment Bill 2009 and ensure we continue to achieve our main goal of ensuring the 

health and safety of all combat sports contestants and participants throughout the state. 

Professional Combat Sports Amendment Bill 2009 

Amendments to the Professional Combat Sports Act 1987 were finalised in 2009 and it is 

expected that the Bill will be presented during the spring sittings of Parliament in September 

2010. 

Once passed, the governing legislation will enhance the safety and control of combat sports 

contests by removing the word ‘professional’ and bringing all amateur contests under the 

same umbrella as professional events. 

It is anticipated that this will encourage other combat sports groups to form self-regulating 

bodies and apply for recognition by the State Government.  This is a long-term goal that the 

Commission believes will reduce a number of challenges currently faced by an industry that 

includes a wide variety of sports, but only has a very small number of recognised State 

sporting associations. 

Commissioner changes 

The past year has seen several changes in the makeup of the Commission with 

Commissioner Margaret Sherlock departing the Commission in 2010.  I thank her for her 

valuable contribution during her time with the Commission and wish Margaret all the best in 

her future endeavours.  Re-sitting as a member of the Commission is Bill Fanderlinden who 

brings a wealth of knowledge in the Combat Sports industry. 

Detective Inspector Steve George the Commission’s Police representative also moved on 

from the Commission in the past year.  The Police representative role was taken over by 

Detective Tony Vidovich in early 2010. He also brings vital expertise and I look forward to his 

continued input into the Commission. 
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Chairman’s report - continued 

 

Process Review 

The Commission has engaged a consultant to undertake a process review of the 

Commissions’ activities.  This review is looking at the Commission’s role under the 

Professional Combat Sports Act 1987 and how this compares to the Commissions current 

processes. 

The aim of the review is to ensure the Commission is meeting all of its legislative 

requirements and to recommend any new processes or policies that may be necessary.  The 

outcome of this review will ensure the Commission is well placed to deal with the additional 

challenges and workloads that will result from the passing of the Professional Combat Sports 

Amendment Bill 2009. 

On behalf of the Commission, I would like to thank the Hon Terry Waldron for his support 

and guidance and I would also like to personally commend all Commission members for their 

effort to maintain and enhance the integrity and reputation of the Professional Combat 

Sports Commission. 

 

 
 

 

 

Simon Watters 

PCSC Chairman  

September 2010 
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Mission statement and priorities 
 

 

The mission of the Professional Combat Sports Commission is to improve all aspects of 

safety and organisation of professional combat sports contests in Western Australia. 

 

The Commission is committed to developing and enhancing the diverse range of combat 

sports contests that are held throughout the state to ensure that they are accessible to all 

people and to encourage maximum participation rates. 

 

1. Industry leadership – The Commission consists of industry participants with knowledge 

appropriate to combat sports.  The appointment of these representatives ensures that 

the Commission remains at the fore-front of all issues and trends relating to combat 

sports events. 

 

2. Support – Meeting with industry participants on a regular basis and attending all 

professional combat sports contests, provides promoters and other industry participants 

with a visible level of support. 

 

3. Education – The Commission provides industry participants with access to a number of 

courses run in conjunction with the Department of Sport and Recreation as well as 

training initiatives that are specific to combat sports. 

 

These priorities assist the Commission to provide advice and direction to all participants 

which has resulted in an increased level of health, safety and event management outcomes. 

 

 

Minister Responsible  
 

The Professional Combat Sports Commission reports to the Hon Terry Waldron, in his 

capacity as Minister for Sport and Recreation; Racing and Gaming. 
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Objectives  
 

 

The objectives of the Commission are to: 

 

� Develop guidelines for proper standards in professional combat sports contests 

� Establish standards for the training of persons involved in professional combat sports 

contests 

� Provide protection for all those involved in professional combat sports contests 

� Ensure the physical safety of professional contestants, and 

� Advise the Minister for Sport and Recreation on professional combat sport contest 

matters. 

  

Vision 

The vision of the Commission is continued improvement in the monitoring of the health and 

safety of professional contestants and officials at contests through: 

 

� Detection of diseases passed on by contact with body fluids 

� Presence of required medical equipment and staff at contests 

� Pre and post medical examinations 

� Protection of professional contestants and officials through stringent medical 

requirements for registration 

� Improvement in the efficiency and administration of professional combat sports 

promotions, and 

� Appropriateness of venues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Combat Sports Commission Annual Report 2009 / 2010 

Highlights  

 
Professional Combat Sports Amendment Bill  

Following four years of hard work and consultation, members of the Professional Combat 

Sports Commission and staff of the Department of Sport and Recreation received approval 

to present the Professional Combat Sports Amendment Bill to Cabinet in mid-2009. 

 

It was anticipated the Bill would be presented to Parliament in early 2010 however, due to a 

looming Federal election and other government priorities, the Bill still remains on the list for 

debate. 

 

It is now expected that the Bill will be presented to Parliament for approval by the end of the 

2010 calendar year. 

 

Once approved and enacted, the amendments will remove the term ‘professional’ from the 

Act and allow the Commission to ensure all combat sports contests,  not run by State 

sporting associations, are conducted utilising the highest level of health and safety standards 

as outlined by the revised Act and accompanying Regulations. 

 

The definition of the term ‘contest’ will also be changed to reflect the growing number of 

additional types of combat sports events and to capture all types of contests where people 

strike, hit, throw or grapple with another person. 

 

Industry Sun-downer Event 

The Professional Combat Sports Commission hosted its inaugural Industry Sun-downer in 

November 2009 with an extensive guest list including the Minister for Sport and Recreation, 

the Honourable Terry Waldron, Department of Sport and Recreation Director-General Ron 

Alexander, Professional Combat Sports Commission (PCSC) Chairman Simon Watters plus a 

host of other industry guests. 

 

The event, held at the Department of Sport and Recreation, provided an opportunity like 

never before, for guests to discuss industry trends and concerns and network whilst sharing 

stories before an enthralling performance by local talent – Ancestrais Capoeira. 

 

The positive feedback from attendees confirmed the need for more industry face-to-face 

involvement with Commission staff away from combat sport contests to further develop the 

industry and maintain the established rapport. 

 

Education  

An increased industry demand to further skills and knowledge provided several new 

opportunities for combat sports industry participants to take part in educational 

opportunities, including: 

 

• Role of the Ringside Medical Practitioner 

• Senior First Aid 

• How to prevent sports injuries 

• Strapping and Tapping workshop 

 

All seminars were conducted at the Department of Sport and Recreation with participants 

showing interest in all educational areas offered.  
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Highlights - continued 
 

 

The feedback received indicated the need for further educational opportunities on a variety 

of days as the industry primarily functions in the evenings of weekdays. 

 

Title fights 

 

• WKN World Title fight – John Wayne Parr v Dmitry Valent 

• IBO Cruiserweight World Title Danny Green defence against Manny Siaca 

• WBO Asia Pacific Junior Featherweight Title Kenichi Yamaguchi v Roberto Lerio 

 

2009 Officials Awards Dinner 

Some of Western Australia’s sporting best turned out to celebrate the Department of Sport 

and Recreation’s 2009 Sports Official Awards on Friday October 23. 

 

Presented by Tim Gossage, awards were presented to officials from many different sporting 

industries, including combat sports and were held at Perth’s Duxton Hotel. 

 

Mr Dean Woodhams took out the highest honour for his dedication to officiating within the 

combat sports industry. 

 

UFC came to Australia for the first time 

With the UFC holding an event in Sydney, it provided a unique opportunity for 

Australian combat sport governing bodies to witness how a global combat sports 

promotion is run.  

 

The Sydney event sold out within two hours. This was the second fastest sell-out in 

the organisation’s history and event organisers publicly stated that the Sydney event 

would have been the fastest sell-out ever, except that 2,500 tickets were withheld 

from sale for members of an on-line Australian Fighters Forum that has been 

supporting UFC since its inception. 

 

The event drew 17,431 fans, a sellout of AU$2.5 million. Four hundred tickets were 

also sold to a closed circuit viewing party at the Arena's Ballroom, making the number 

of total fans inside the building 17,831. 

 

The UFC is well known for its stringent health and safety checks for participants, the 

level of professionalism of its Officials and for their respect and willingness to work 

with authorities such as the Nevada Athletics Commission to ensure that all bouts are 

legal and safe. 

 

Implementation of revised rule books 

The Commission implemented its own set of rules to govern boxing and muaythai in 

Western Australia which are now available for download on the Commission’s website.  

 

The move by the Commission to set out rules for these sports was aimed at achieving the 

utmost in industry participant health and safety.  The rule books are available for those 

wanting to register as officials with the Commission and will be essential in completing the 

exam component of the Commission official’s registration process.  
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Highlights - continued 
 

 

Industry forum meetings 

The Commission kick-started open forums for people interested in combat sports contests in 

Western Australia, giving them the chance to meet the Commissioners, ask questions and 

provide feedback that will help guide the Commission in the future. 

 

The meetings are designed to help the Commission identify areas of the industry that need 

more help and support from the Commission, as well as form the basis of the industry 

consultation required to allow Commission Regulations to be updated and implemented. 
 

Strategic direction of the Commission 

Due to the ever changing nature of the combat sports industry and in readiness for the 

changes to be implemented under the new legislation, the Commission is looking to take a 

more strategic role into the future.  By doing so the Commission hopes to better position 

itself to effectively enforce the requirements of the new legislation and to meet the 

increased workload expected when this legislation is passed.  

 

A review of the Commission’s processes and policies is currently underway which will 

identify areas where the Commission needs to implement new policies and update existing 

processes.  It is expected that this review will be completed by late 2010. 
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Issues and trends 
 

� Growth of sports - Combat Sports are enjoying growth throughout Western 

Australia, with fight promotions featuring Boxing, Muaythai, MMA (mixed martial 

arts) and Kickboxing bouts being held regularly in the metropolitan area, 

increasing the need for benchmarking combat sports’ competitive standards. 

 

� Training officials - There are ongoing community demands for educating combat 

sports officials and establishing standards for those officials involved in 

professional and amateur combat sports contests. 

 

� Education - Through the initiatives of the Commission, the department and wider 

government (risk management education and training, resource development 

and tort law reform) combat sports industry participants are far more aware of, 

and skilled in, dealing with risk. It is essential for the Commission to continue to 

ensure that the risks associated with combat sports events in the community do 

not become a barrier to community involvement. 

 

� Rules for contests - Legislative amendments will also dictate that the Minister 

approves one set of rules for each and every combat sport that runs 

competitions.  This will ensure consistency across the industry and protect the 

interests of all competitors by increasing the level of knowledge of all officials. 

 

� New sports - Subtle demographic shifts, (e.g. an increasing proportion of mature-

age people, an increasing proportion of single-parent families and immigration 

from non-traditional nations) present specific challenges and opportunities for 

combat sports. These shifts need to be factored into the delivery models of 

educational courses, and will also present the challenge of introducing new and 

varied combat sports imported from these non-traditional nations. 

 

� Industry consultation and recommendations – With legislative changes looming, 

there is an increasing need for industry members to provide feedback to drive 

the changes required to maintain industry growth and betterment.  
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Business Management  
 

 

Human Resources 

A new Executive Officer was seconded to the position from April 2010 until the end of June 

2010 whilst the full time recruitment of the position was undertaken.  A new Executive 

Officer is anticipated to begin in the role at the beginning of the coming financial year. 

 

In mid 2009, the Minister approved a project officer position being added to the commission 

support staff at the department. This position has taken up much of the workload associated 

with the administration of permits and applications, industry contact and Commission liaison 

regarding events.  This has allowed the Executive Officer to better focus on supporting the 

Commission’s achievement of strategic outcomes and process reveiw. 

 
 

The past year has seen several changes in the makeup of the Commission with 

Commissioner Margaret Sherlock departing the Commission in 2010.  I thank them her for 

her valuable contribution during her time with the Commission and wish Margaret all the 

best in her future endeavours.  Re-sitting as a member of the Commission is Bill 

Fanderlinden who brings a wealth of knowledge in the Combat Sports industry. 

 

Detective Inspector Steve George the Commission’s Police representative also moved on 

from the Commission in the past year.  The Police representative role was taken over by 

Detective Tony Vidovich in early 2010. He also brings vital expertise and I look forward to his 

continued input into the Commission. 

 

Financial Management 

The Professional Combat Sports Commission’s budget was reviewed in 2009 with extra 

funds being allocated from the Sports Lotteries Account for 2009/2010 to meet the cost of 

legislative changes and increased promotions and meetings occurring during the year. 

 

The DSR representative and Chairman submitted a budget request to the Minister for the 

2010/2011 year however this was not approved and DSR is currently making up the shortfall 

in funding. 

 

Applications and permits 

A review of all the forms provided to applicants was conducted and cross referenced with 

the prescribed information contained in the Act and the Regulations. 

 

New forms were completed and circulated in time for the beginning of the 2010 registration 

period, and have resulted in a reduced number of applications having to be returned due to 

incompletion. 
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Business Management - continued 
 

 

Industry contact  

 

The Industry was provided with an array of information over the last financial year, 

including: 

 

• Certificate 4 in Training and Development; 

• Commission employment opportunities; 

• Introductory Officiating courses; 

• Advanced Officiating courses; 

• First aid; 

• Strapping techniques;  

• Role of the Ringside Medical Practitioner 

• Legislation changes; 

• Industry growth and trends; 

• Injury management; 

• Working with Children Checks; and  

• Breakfast events. 

 

A new database of all combat sports businesses in Western Australia was completed with 

the aim to increase contact with all industry participants.  
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Statutory reporting  
 

 

Freedom of Information (FOI) Act 1992 

The Commission abides by the Department of Sport and Recreation’s Freedom of 

Information (FOI) policy.  The department provides all FOI services to the Commission and 

liaises with the community, public and media in regards to FOI requests. 

 

The Freedom of Information policy is available at www.dsr.wa.gov.au 

 

No FOI requests were received in 2009/2010 in relation to the Commission. 

 

Public sector standards and ethical codes 

No compliance issues arose during the 2009/2010 year in relation to the public sector 

standards. 

 

The Commission is reviewing its Code of Ethics and continues to monitor all complaints 

made to the Chairman.  A revised Complaints Procedure is due to be finalised in late 2010. 

 

Equity, access, inclusion and substantive equality 

Currently the Commission does not have any standards or procedures linked to these issues 

and adopts all of the Department of Sport and Recreation principles. 

 

Advertising and marketing expenditure 

In compliance with section 175ZE of the Electoral Act 1907, the Commission is required to 

report on expenditure incurred during the financial year in relation to advertising agencies, 

market research organisations, polling organisations, direct mail organisations and media 

advertising organisations. 

 

Advertising agencies  $1717.21 

Market research agencies $0.00 

Polling agencies $0.00 

Direct mail agencies $0.00 

Media advertising agencies $0.00 

TOTAL $1717.21 
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Enabling legislation 

 

 

The Combat Sports Commission is established as a statutory authority under Section 4 of the 

Combat Sports Act 2009. 

 

Legislation impacting on the activities of the 

Commission 
In performing its functions, the Combat Sports Commission must comply with the following 

legislation: 

• Equal Opportunity Act 1984 

• Disability Services Act 1993 

• Financial Administration and Audit Act 1985 

• Salaries and Allowances Act 1975 

• State Supply Commission Act 1991 

• State Records Act 2000. 

• Freedom of Information Act 1992 

• Government Employees Superannuation Act 1987 

• Occupational Health and Safety Act 1984 

• Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation Act 1981 (as the amended 

Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation Amendment Act 1993). 

• Public Interest Disclosure Act 2003 
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Independent Audit Opinion 
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Independent Audit Opinion - continued 
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Certification of Financial Statements 
 

 

For the year ended 30 June 2010 

 

The accompanying financial statements of the Professional Combat Sports Commission have 

been prepared in compliance with the provisions of the Financial Management Act 2006 

from proper accounts and records to present fairly the financial transactions for the financial 

year ended 30 June 2010 and the financial position as at 30 June 2010. 

 

At the date of signing we are not aware of any circumstances which would render any 

particulars included in the financial statements misleading or inaccurate. 

 
 
 
 
 

Chief Financial Controller    Member 

Damian Rosielle      Vince Del Prete 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chairman 

Simon Watters 
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Financial Statements Overview 
 

 

Performance indicators 
For each service, agencies are required to report measures of quantity, quality, timeliness 

and cost. 

 

Consistent with this, the Commission identified two services as a framework for external 

reporting. 

 

Desired outcome   
Ensure that professional contestants and officials taking part in professional contests can do 

so with reasonable confidence that the risks of contracting diseases from bodily fluids are 

minimal and that their contract with the promoter will be fulfilled. 

 

Indicator one: 

Effectiveness indicators 

Percentage of registered professional combat sports contestants with a positive serology 

test. 

 

Period Percentage of positive serology reports 

2009 / 10 0% 

2008 / 09 0% 

2007 / 08 0% 

2006 / 07 0% 

2005 / 06 0% 

2004 / 05 0% 

2003 / 04 0% 

 

 

Percentage of instances of non-compliance with the Professional Combat Sports Act 1987 

and its Regulations. 

 

Period Percentage of non compliance 

2009 / 10 6% 

2008 / 09 10% 

2007 / 08 10% 

2006 / 07 0% 

2005/ 06 10% 

2004 / 05 17% 

  

Non compliance of the Act relates to any breach of the Act. Examples include but are not 

limited to: 

• Promoters not having the contest environment set up to the minimum accepted 

standard 

• A lack of the required medical equipment being found ringside  

• Non-payment of registered officials, and  

• The Medical Practitioner not adhering to his roles and responsibilities. 
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Financial Statements Overview - continued 
 

 

Indicator two: 

Efficiency indicator   

The cost of issuing a permit for a contest registered by the Commission. The measure is 

calculated by:  

 

Total operating cost 

Number of registered promotions 

 

Costs 2009/10 

$ 

2008/09 

$ 

2007/08 

$ 

2006/07 

$ 

2005/06 

$ 

Chairman’s fee 12,250 9,400 6,850 4,500 6,000 

Commissioner fees 

and allowances 

28,800 22,200 16,530 14,629 17,837 

Commissioner 

superannuation 

3,695 2,844 2,024 1,565 1,950 

Operating costs 238,228 138,505 123,235 37,403 61,170 

Total 282,973 172,949 148,639 58,097 86,957 

Number of 

promotions 

16 19 15 10 10 

Cost of issuing a 

permit 

17,686 9,103 9,909 5,810 8,696 

 

The significant increase in costs of issuing permits arose as a result to changes to how the 

Department of Sport and Recreation charged for service costs which offset the efficiency 

gains as a result of more promotions being held.  The increase in operating expenditure was 

offset by an increase in funding provided through the Sports Lotteries Grant.  
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PCSC Statement of Comprehensive Income  
 

For the year ended 30 June 2010 

 

 
    Note   2010 

 
2009 

        
$ 

 
$ 

            

COST OF SERVICES         

            

Expenses         

Members' remuneration      3                 44,745               34,444  

Supplies and services      4               236,047             135,958  

Depreciation expense      5                   2,181                 1,500  

Total cost of services                  282,973             171,902  

            

Income         

Revenue         

            

User charges and fees      6                   4,853                 5,670  

Total revenue                      4,853                 5,670  

              

Total income other than income from State 

Government                      4,853                 5,670  

            

NET COST OF SERVICES                   278,120             166,232  

            

INCOME FROM STATE GOVERNMENT         

Grants      7               322,300             170,932  

          

Total income from State Government                  322,300             170,932  

                

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) FOR THE PERIOD                    44,180                 4,700  

TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE PERIOD 44,180 4,700 

                

                

The Statement of Comprehensive Income should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes. 
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Balance Sheet 
 

For the year ended 30 June 2010 

 

The Balance Sheet should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.

   Note   2010  2009 

      $  $ 

         

ASSETS       

Current Assets      

Cash and cash equivalents 

Receivables   

13 

10 

(a) 

 

53,653               

742    

7,844          

        -      

Total Current Assets     

               

54,395   

           

7,884  

         

Non-Current Assets        

Property, plant and equipment   8  -                

             

2,181  

Total Non-Current Assets     -                2,181             

TOTAL ASSETS     

             

54,395   

           

10,065  

         

LIABILITIES        

Current Liabilities        

Payables   11  

               

6,180   

           

6,030  

Total Current Liabilities     

               

6,180   

           

6,030  

         

TOTAL LIABILITIES     

        

6,180   

           

6,030  

         

         

NET ASSETS   

               

48,215   

               

4,035 

         

EQUITY      

Accumulated surplus 12  

               

48,215   

               

4,035 

         

TOTAL EQUITY   

               

48,215   

               

4,035 
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PCSC Statement of Changes in Equity 
 

For the year ended 30 June 2010 

 

    
  
Note   2010   2009 

           $     $  

                

                

Balance of equity at 1 July 2009       

                

4,035    

                  

(665) 

              

            

ACCUMULATED SURPLUS       

Balance at 1 July 2009 

                

4,035    

                  

(665) 

      

Surplus/(Deficit) for the period 

              

44,180    

                

4,700  

      

 Balance at 30 June 2010 

              

48,215    

                

4,035  

      

      

Balance of equity at 30 June 2010   

1

2   

              

48,215    

      

4,035  

        

The Statement of Changes in Equity should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes. 
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PCSC Statement of Cash Flows 
 

For the year ended 30 June 2010 

 

    

  

Note   2010   2009 

           $     $  

CASH FLOWS FROM STATE GOVERNMENT 

Grants                   322,300                170,932  

              

Net cash provided by State Government                   322,300                170,932  

            

Utilised as follows:       

      

CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES             

              

Payments             

Members' sitting fees                    (44,745)                (34,444) 

Supplies and services                  (235,897)              (144,519) 

GST payments on purchases                    (23,850)     

GST payments to taxation authority                      (9,862)     

              

Receipts             

User charges and fees                       4,853                    5,670  

GST receipts on sales                     32,608                          -   

GST received from taxation authority                          363      

              

Net cash used in operating activities   13 (b)            (276,530)              (173,293) 

      

CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES       

      

Purchase of non-current physical assets                       -                           -   

Net cash used in investing activities                       -                           -   

      

Net increase/(decrease) in cash and cash equivalents                45,771                   (2,361) 

      

Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of period 13 (a)                 7,884                  10,245  

              

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AT THE END OF 

PERIOD   13 (a)               53,654                    7,884  

The Statement of Cash Flows should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.   
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Notes to the financial statements 
 

1 Australian equivalents to International Financial Reporting Standards    

General          

The Commission’s financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2010 have been prepared in 

accordance with Australian Accounting Standards.  The term 'Australian Accounting Standards' refers 

to Standards and Interpretations issued by the Australian Accounting Standard Board (AASB). 

      

The Commission has adopted any applicable, new and revised Australian Accounting Standards from 

their operative dates.         

         

Early adoption of standards         

         

The Commission cannot early adopt an Australian Accounting Standard unless specifically permitted 

by TI 1101 Application of Australian Accounting Standards and Other Pronouncements.  No Australian 

Accounting Standards that have been issued or amended but not operative have been early adopted 

by the Commission for the annual reporting period ended 30 June 2010.   

            

2 Summary of significant accounting policies       

(a)  General Statement         

The financial statements constitute a general purpose financial report which has been prepared in 

accordance with Australian Accounting Standards, the Framework, Statements of Accounting 

Concepts and other authoritative pronouncements of the Australian Accounting Standards Board as 

applied by the Treasurer's instructions.  Several of these are modified by the Treasurer's Instructions 

to vary application, disclosure, format and wording.        

         

The Financial Management Act and the Treasurer’s Instructions are legislative provisions governing 

the preparation of financial statements and take precedence over Australian Accounting Standards, 

the Framework, Statements of Accounting Concepts and other authoritative pronouncements of the 

Australian Accounting Standards Board.       

  

Where modification is required and has a material or significant financial effect upon the reported 

results, details of that modification and the resulting financial effect are disclosed in the notes to the 

financial statements.         

         

(b)  Basis of Preparation         

The financial statements have been prepared on the accrual basis of accounting using the historical 

cost convention.         

         

The accounting policies adopted in the preparation of the financial statements have been consistently 

applied throughout all periods presented unless otherwise stated.    

     

The financial statements are presented in Australian dollars and all values are rounded to the nearest 

dollar.         

         

 (c) Income        

Grants Revenue         

         

Revenue is recognised at fair value when the Commission obtains control over the assets comprising 

the contributions, or when the grant has been approved by the Department of Sport and Recreation. 

 

Registrations and Permits (User Charges and Fees)      

   

Revenue from registrations and permits is recognised when the Commission receives the appropriate 

fee.          
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Notes to the financial statements - continued 
 

 

(d) Property, Plant and Equipment         

Items of property, plant and equipment costing more than $5,000 are recognised on assets and the 

cost of utilising assets is expensed (depreciated) over their useful lives.     

         

Items of property, plant and equipment costing less than $5,000 are immediately expensed direct to 

the Income Statement (other than when they form part of a group of similar items which are 

significant in total).         

         

All items of property, plant and equipment and infrastructure are initially recognised at cost. 

        

For items of property, plant and equipment acquired at no cost or for nominal cost, the cost is their 

fair value at the date of acquisition.        

         

(e) Depreciation of non-current assets       

All non-current assets having a limited useful life are systematically depreciated over their estimated 

useful lives in a manner which reflects the consumption of their future economic benefits. 

        

Depreciation is calculated using the straight line method, using rates which are reviewed annually. 

Estimated useful lives for each class of depreciable asset are:      

         

Plant and Equipment    3 - 5 years     

Computer Hardware    3 years     

         

2 Significant accounting policies (continued)       

 (f) Impairment of Assets        

"Property, plant and equipment, infrastructure and intangible assets are tested for any indication of 

impairment at each reporting date.  Where there is an indication of impairment, the recoverable 

amount is estimated.  Where the recoverable amount is less than the carrying amount, the asset is 

considered impaired and is written down to the recoverable amount and an impairment loss is 

recognised.  As the Commission is a not for profit entity, unless an asset has been identified as a 

surplus asset, the recoverable amount is the higher of an asset’s fair value less costs to sell and 

depreciated replacement cost. 

 

The risk of impairment is generally limited to circumstances where an asset’s depreciation is 

materially understated or where the replacement cost is falling.  Each relevant class of assets is 

reviewed annually to verify that the accumulated depreciation/amortisation reflects the level of 

consumption or expiration of asset’s future economic benefits and to evaluate any impairment risk 

from falling replacement costs."         

         

Intangible assets with an indefinite useful life and intangible assets not yet available for use are tested 

for impairment at each reporting date irrespective of whether there is any indication of impairment. 

         

"The recoverable amount of assets identified as surplus assets is the higher of fair value less costs to 

sell and the present value of future cash flows expected to be derived from the asset. Surplus assets 

carried at fair value have no risk of material impairment where fair value is determined by reference 

to market-based evidence.  Where fair value is determined by reference to depreciated replacement 

cost, surplus assets are at risk of impairment and the recoverable amount is measured.  Surplus assets 

at cost are tested for indications of impairment at each reporting date."   

      

Refer to note 9 ‘Impairment of assets’ for the outcome of impairment reviews and testing. 
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 (g) Cash and Cash Equivalents        

For the purpose of the Cash Flow Statement, cash and cash equivalent assets comprise cash on hand 

and short-term deposits with original maturities of three months or less that are readily convertible to  

 

a known amount of cash and which are subject to insignificant risk of changes in value, and bank 

overdrafts.         

         

(h) Receivables        

Receivables are recognised and carried at original invoice amount less an allowance for any 

uncollectible amounts (i.e. impairment).  The collectability of receivables is reviewed on an ongoing 

basis and any receivables identified as uncollectible are written off.  The allowance for uncollectible 

amounts (doubtful debts) is raised when there is objective evidence that the Commission will not be 

able to collect the debts.  The carrying amount is equivalent to fair value as it is due for settlement 

within 30 days.         

         

(i) Payables        

Payables are recognised at the amounts payable when the Commission becomes obliged to make 

future payments as a result of a purchase of assets or services.  The carrying amount is equivalent to 

fair value, as they are generally settled within 30 days.        

         

(j) Services        

The Commission has only one service, being: "To ensure that contestants and officials taking part in 

professional contests can do so with reasonable confidence that the risks of contracting disease from 

bodily fluids are minimal and that their contract with the promoter will be fulfilled".  Accordingly, 

separate reports by service are not produced.      

   

 (k) Professional Combat Sports Commission Prize Money and Suspended Postings Accounts 

Statements have not been prepared for the Professional Combat Sports Commission Prize Money 

Account and Suspended Postings Account as the balance of these accounts at the end of the financial 

year was nil (2008-09: Nil).         

         

(l) Members' benefits        

Superannuation         

         

Members of the Commission become non-contributory members of the West State Superannuation 

Scheme (WSS), an accumulation scheme administered by the Government Employees 

Superannuation Board (GESB). The Commission makes concurrent contributions to GESB on behalf of 

Members of the Commission in compliance with the Commonwealth Government's Superannuation 

Guarantee (Administration) Act 1992. The WSS Scheme is a defined contribution scheme as these 

contributions extinguish all liabilities in respect of the WSS Scheme.     

         

(m) Resources Received Free of Charge or For Nominal Cost     

Resources received free of charge or for nominal cost that can be reliably measured are recognised as 

revenues and as assets or expenses as appropriate, at fair value.  This is not reported in 2009-10. 
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 (n) Comparative Figures        

Comparative figures are, where appropriate, reclassified to be comparable with the figures presented 

in the current financial year.           

 

    2010   2009 

    $    $  

3 Members' remuneration     

        

Chairman's fee 12,250                  9,400  

Other members' fees 28,800                22,200  

Superannuation 3,695                  2,844  

    44,745                34,444  

        

4 Supplies and Services     

        

Audit fees 5,550                  5,830  

Communications -                        -   

Legal fees -                        -   

Services and Contracts 221,779              127,850  

Advertising 1,717                        -   

Travel   4,615                     327  

Materials 2,386                  1,951  

    236,047              135,958  

        

5 Depreciation Expense     

        

Plant and equipment 2,181                  1,500  

Computer Hardware -                        -   

    2,181                  1,500  

        

6 User charges and fees     

      

Boxers' registration fees -                        -   

Industry participants' registration fees 2,288                  2,445  

Contest permits 450                     815  

Promoters' registration fees 1,740                  2,065  

Workshop participant's fees 375                     345  

    4,853                  5,670  

        

7 Income from State Government     

        

Grants 322,300              170,932  

    322,300              170,932  
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8 Property, Plant and Equipment     

        

Plant and equipment     

At cost 7,488                  7,488  

Accumulated depreciation (7,488)                (5,307) 

    -                  2,181  

        

Computer hardware     

At cost 2,245                  2,245  

Accumulated depreciation (2,245)                (2,245) 

    -                        -   

      

    -                  2,181  

        

Reconciliations     

        

  

Computer 

Hardware   Total 

2010   $   $ 

Carrying amount at start of year -                  2,181  

Additions -                        -   

Depreciation -                (2,181) 

Carrying amount at end of year -                         0  

    2010   2009 

    $    $  

 

9 Impairment of Assets        

"There was no indication of impairment to property, plant and equipment at 30 June 2010. 

The Commission held no goodwill or intangible assets with an indefinite useful life during the 

reporting period and at reporting date there were no intangible assets not yet available for use." 

       

All surplus assets at 30 June 2010 have either been classified as assets held for sale or written off. 

       

10 Receivables        

 Current               

GST receivable                           742                         -   

                

                           742                         -   

        

11 Payables 

Current               

Trade payables 

        

              6,180              6,030  

                         6,180    

               

6,030  
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12 Equity       

Equity represents the residual interest in the net assets of the Commission.  The Government holds 

the equity interest in the Commission on behalf of the community.    

Accumulated surplus               

Balance at start of year                        4,035    

                

(665) 

Result for the period                      44,180    

               

4,700  

Balance at end of year                      48,215    

               

4,035  

  

13 Notes to the Statement of Cash Flows 

(a)  Reconciliation of cash               

                

Cash at the end of the financial year as shown in the Cash Flow 

Statement is reconciled to the related items in the Balance 

Sheet as follows: 
      

                

Cash and cash equivalents                      53,653    

               

7,884  

                

(b)  Reconciliation of net cost of services to net cash flows used 

in operating activities       

                

Net cost of services                  (278,120)   

         

(166,232) 

                

Non cash items:               

Depreciation expense                        2,181    

               

1,500  

(Increase)/decrease in assets:               

GST receivable                         (742)                        -   

Increase/(decrease) in liabilities:               

Current payables                           150    

     

(8,561) 

Net cash used in operating activities                  (276,532)   

         

(173,293) 

                

(c)  Non-cash financing and investing activities               

                

During the financial year, there were no assets/liabilities transferred/assumed from other government 

agencies not reflected in the Cash Flows Statement. 

                

(d)  At the reporting date, the Commission had fully drawn on all financing facilities, details of which 

are disclosed in the financial statements. 

 

14 Commitments for expenditure 

As at 30 June 2010 the Commission has no future non-cancellable commitments of either a capital, 

financial or operating nature (2008-09: no commitments). 
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15 Contingent Liabilities and Contingent Assets 

The Members of the Commission are not aware of any contingent liabilities or contingent assets as at 

reporting date. 

 

16 Events Occurring After Reporting Date 

The Members of the Commission are not aware of any matters or circumstances that have arisen 

since the end of the financial year to the date of this report which has significantly affected or may 

significantly affect the activities of the Commission, the results of those activities or the state of 

affairs of the Commission in the ensuing or any subsequent years. 

 

17 Explanatory Statement 

(i) Significant variations between estimate and actual 

result for 2010               

                

No variances are reported as the Commission is not 

required to produce estimates for publication.               

                

(ii) Significant variations between actual results for 

2009 and 2010                 

                

Details and reasons for significant variations between actual results with the corresponding items of 

the preceding year are detailed below. Significant variations are considered to be those greater than 

10% or $1,000. 

      2010 2009 
 

Variance      

       $    $    $         

Members' remuneration     

              

44,745  

              

34,444  

             

10,301      

Supplies and services     

            

236,047  

            

135,958  

           

100,088      

User charges and fees     

                

4,853  

                

5,670  

                

(818)     

Grants     

            

322,300  

            

170,932  

           

151,368      

                

Members' remuneration               

The variance is due to a higher number of meetings held during 2009-10. 

                

Supplies and services               

                

The increase is due to additional resource requirements in response to amendments to the 

Professional Combat Sports Act 1987.  (see also Grants). 

User charges and fees               

                

The decrease is due to a reduction in the number of contests held in addition to a reduction in the 

number of registration renewals during the year. 

                

Grants               

The increase is due to additional resource requirements in response to amendments to the 

Professional Combat Sports Act 1987. 
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18  Financial Instruments 

 (a) Financial Risk Management Objectives and Policies       

"Financial instruments held by the Commission are cash and cash equivalents, restricted cash and 

cash equivalents, finance leases, Treasurer’s advances and receivables and payables. All of the 

Commission’s cash is held in the public bank account (non-interest bearing) apart from restricted cash 

held in a special purpose account. The Commission has limited exposure to financial risks. 

The Commission’s overall risk management program focuses on managing the risks identified below." 

 

"Credit risk 

Credit risk arises when there is the possibility of the Commission’s receivables defaulting on their 

contractual obligations resulting in financial loss to the Commission. The Commission measures credit 

risk on a fair value basis and monitors risk on a regular basis."     

   

"The Commission trades only with recognised, creditworthy third parties. The 

Commission has policies in place to ensure that sales of products and services are made to customers 

with an appropriate credit history. In addition, receivable balances are monitored on an 

ongoing basis with the result that the Commission’s exposure to bad debts is minimal. There are 

no significant concentrations of credit risk."        

        

"Liquidity risk 

The Commission is exposed to liquidity risk through its trading in the normal course of business. 

Liquidity risk arises when the Commission is unable to meet its financial obligations as they fall due.  

The Commission has appropriate procedures to manage cash flows by monitoring forecast cash flows 

to ensure that sufficient funds are available to meet its commitments."    

        

"Cash flow interest rate risk 

The Commission is not exposed to interest rate risk because cash and cash equivalents and restricted 

cash are non-interest bearing and have no borrowings."     

      

 

18 Financial Instruments (continued)   

(b) Financial Instrument disclosures   

    

Interest Rate Risk Exposure   

The following table details the Commission's exposure to interest rate risk at the reporting date: 

    2010 2009 

    $ $ 

    Non-interest Non-interest 

    bearing bearing 

Financial Assets   

Cash and cash equivalents   53,653 7,884 

    53,653 7,884 

    

Financial Liabilities   

Payables   6,180 6,030 

    

Credit Risk Exposure   

          

The carrying amounts of financial assets and financial liabilities recorded in the financial statements 

are not materially different from their net fair values. 
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19 Remuneration of Members of the Commission 

The number of members of the Commission, whose total of fees, salaries, superannuation, non-

monetary benefits and other benefits for the financial year, fall within the following band is: 

    2010   2009 

    No.   No. 

  $0 - $10,000 5   6 

  $10,000 - $15,000 1   - 

    $   $ 

The total remuneration of the 

members of the Commission is:   44,745   34,444 

 

The superannuation included here represents the superannuation expense incurred by the 

Commission in respect of members of the Commission. 

 

No members of the Commission are members of the Pension Scheme. 

 

20 Remuneration of Auditor 

Remuneration payable to the Auditor General for the financial year is as follows: 

          2010   2009 

           $      $   

Auditing the accounts, financial statements and performance 

indicators 

               

5,550    

               

5,300  

 

21 Related Bodies 

The Professional Combat Sports Commission has no related bodies. 

 

22 Affiliated Bodies 

The Professional Combat Sports Commission has no affiliated bodies. 
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