GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY - THE DEPARTMENT
OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION’S MANAGEMENT OF FORMER
PASTORAL LEASES

The Economics and Industry Standing Committee inquired into the Department of
Environment and Conservation's Management of Former Pastoral Leases. In particular,
the inquiry investigated the department's:

management of pest animals and weeds;

preservation of pastoral heritage;

opportunities for improved management; and

consideration of the economic potential of non-pastoral uses for this land.

The Committee tabled its report on 19 August 2010.

The former pastoral leases managed by the Department of Environment and
Conservation (DEC) have been acquired by Government for addition to the State's
conservation reserve system, in recognition of the fact that prior to commencement of
the acquisition program, the ecosystems, landscapes, flora and fauna of the pastoral
rangelands were poorly represented in conservation reserves.

The Government welcomes the inquiry’s findings that the policy objectives of the
acquisition program were sound and that the areas should be reserved under an
appropriate Conservation and Land Management Act 1984 tenure.

The former pastoral leases now managed by DEC are spread across a large
geographic area, and it is acknowledged that there are challenges in effectively
managing such lands, often in remote locations. The Government, through DEC, is
committed to managing these properties as conservation reserves in a way that
contributes to sustainable communities and land use in the rangelands. There has
already been significant recovery in vegetation and wildlife habitat across the acquired
properties, as well as some development of nature-based recreation and tourism
opportunities.

The Committee has made a number of findings and recommendations in relation to
matters such as control of pest animals, animal welfare; communication and
relationships with neighbouring pastoralists; and the maintenance of pastoral heritage.
DEC acknowledges the need for improvements, and is committed to continuing to
pursue these. For example, an audit of animal welfare risks on all former pastoral
leases has been completed, and DEC has commenced the review of its Good
Neighbour Policy.

The Committee also noted that, under its current budget, DEC would continue to
experience difficulties in meeting its obligations in managing these properties. DEC has,
through reprioritisation of existing resources, allocated an additional $1 million per
annum to the management of former pastoral leases, commencing in the 2010/11
financial year. This extra funding will contribute to increased wild dog control,
infrastructure, fencing, the setting up of advisory groups involving neighbouring
pastoralists and other stakeholders, and conservation works. Furthermore, on 5 April
2010 the Minister for Agriculture and Food and the Minister for Environment jointly
announced the injection of $8.82 million into the fight against wild dogs ($5.17 million
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over five years to upgrade and extend the State Barrier Fence and $3.65 million for
strategic wild dog control).

The Government's response to each of the Committee’s 19 recommendations is given
in the table below.
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