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Our ref: 70000020v3
Enquiries: Dr Ron Chalmers
Telephone: 9426 9250

Ms Mandy Mason
Chief Executive Officer
LEARN
217 Canning Highway
East Fremantle WA 6158

Dear Ms Mason

During your recent meeting with the Minister for Disability Services it wasagreed that the Disability Services Commission would provide you withinformation regarding the prequalification process used to assess the
suitability of prospective service provider organisations.

To follow is an overview of the prequalification process that has been used bythe Commission for over 15 years to grow and develop the not-for-profit
disability services sector.

Prequalification is the process used by the Commission to ensure that
prospective service provider organisations can demonstrate that theyare suitable to be contracted by government for the provision ofservices to the Western Australian community.

The Commission uses a public and transparent process when callingfor expressions of interest from service provider organisations seekingprequalification. This is done annually or on a two year cycledependent upon the requirement for new service capacity in the sector.

Prequalification is important to ensure that quality assurance can bemet in relation to the delivery of services to people with disability andensure that the use of public funds is effective, relevant, open and
transparent.

To achieve prequalified status, disability sector organisations must
provide services that are evidence based, family centred, provide a
comprehensive service, and meet the Disability Service Standards anda range of other qualitative criteria.

During the pre-qualification process, prospective organisations areassessed for their current financial status and ongoing sustainability,their governance arrangements and membership of their Boards, the
service guidelines under which the organisation provides its serviceand the quality assurance provisions that are in place.
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A
n assessm

ent is m
ade on these factors and the potential risk that the

organisation m
ay pose for people w

ith disability and to governm
ent

funds.

It is likely that the D
isability S

ervices C
om

m
ission w

ill conduct another
prequalification process during the 2012/13 financial year. T

he precise tim
ing

of this process w
ill be dependent

upon the C
om

m
ission's assessm

ent of the
need for additional service provider capacity.

I w
ould encourage LE

A
R

N
 to

engage
this prequalification process at the

appropriate tim
e.

D
uring the m

eeting w
ith the M

inister questions w
ere raised about the capacity

of G
overnm

ent, via the D
isability S

ervices C
om

m
ission, to allocate funds to

LE
A

R
N

 to address accum
ulated debt. U

nfortunately, it is notpossible for
funds to be m

ade available for this
purpose.

If you have any further questions in relation to these m
atters

please contact
m

e directly on 9426 9250.

Y
ours sincerely

D
r R

on C
halm

ers
D

irector G
eneral

D
isability S

ervices C
om

m
ission
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rivate S

ecretary
T

he H
onorable H

elen M
orton

V
ia em

ail: valerie.m
ichaille@

dpc.w
a.gov.au

D
ear M

s M
ichaille

R
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T
hank you so m

uch for your tim
e by phone on F

riday.

F
oundation for A

utism

217 C
anning H

ighw
ay

E
ast F

rem
antle

W
estern A

ustralia 6158

t (08) 9438 3800

f (08) 9438 3200

e adm
in@

learnaustralia.org

,
w

w
w

.learnaustralia.org

Im
proving the

lives of children
w

ith A
utism

I recently m
et w

ith T
he H

onorable P
eter C

ollier regarding our organisation, T
he LE

A
R

N
 F

oundation
for A

utism
 Ltd.

I explained that although w
e are a not-for-profit organization established for providing w

orld class best
practice early intervention to young children w

ith autism
, w

e do not qualify for any state funding. In
particular, our organization has expertise that in m

y view
 is not currently available anyw

here in
A

ustralia for dealing w
ith serious self-injurious behavior and aggression.

It w
as of great interest to our organization w

hen the S
tate G

overnm
ent announced $600 m

illion of
funding for not-for-profits operating in the disability sector.

I have spent som
e tim

e speaking w
ith T

he D
isability S

ervices C
om

m
ission, in particular w

ith M
s N

ola
K

enny. M
y understanding is that state funding from

 D
S

C
 is dependent on a pre-qualification process

w
hich w

ill not open up again until next year or the
year after

this has not been decided as yet.

A
s a result, m

y request for a m
eeting is to discuss w

hether there is
any w

ay for LE
A

R
N

 to qualify for
application for the new

 round of funding ahead of the 2012/2013 pre-qualification process.

I have attached som
e brief background inform

ation about autism
 and LE

A
R

N
 but am

happy to provide
any further inform

ation the M
inister m

ay require.

Y
ours faithfully,

M
andy M

ason
C
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C
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A
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