
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Question on notice

Tuesday, 27 March 2012

5361. Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich to the Minister for Mental Health.

(1) How many mental health patients died while patients at the Fremantle Hospital or were
patients at the Fremantle Hospital up to one month before their deaths in

(a) 2009;

(b) 2010;

(c) 2011; and

(d) to date in 2012?

(2) How many mental health patients died while patients at the Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital
or were patients at the Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital up to one month before their deaths in -

(a) 2009;

(b) 2010;

(c) 2011; and

(d) to date in 2012?

ANSWER

Only counts of patients who died while being a patient at Fremantle or Kalgoorlie Hospitals
at the time of their death have been provided. The Department of Health is unable to answer
the second part of the two questions, 'or were patients up to one month before their deaths'
as this requires linkage between inpatient and death data. This requires lengthy approval
processes for access and use of death data as the Department of Health is not the custodian of
this data.

(1)

(a) 2009: 9

(b) 2010: 8

(c) 2011: 15

(d) 2012 to date (13 April 2012): 0

(2)
(a) 2009: <5



(b) 2010: <
5

(c) 2011: <
5

(d) 2012 to date (13 A
pril 2012): 0

N
otes:

O
Includes separations w

ith a prim
ary m

ental health
diagnosis or an external cause code of

intentional self-hann (either prior to or during adm
ission)

or Psychiatric C
are D

ays. T
he

inclusion of intentional self -harm
 is a new

 addition to the
m

ethodology from
 previous

Parliam
entary Q

uestions, and w
ill result

m
ore cases than w

as reported previously.
O

Source: M
ental H

ealth Inform
ation System

.

* T
he release of

patient data held w
ithin the D

ata Integrity D
irectorate of the D

epartm
ent of

H
ealth's Perform

ance A
ctivity and Q

uality D
ivision m

ust be released in accordance
w

ith the
'Protocol for R

elease of Inform
ation' endorsed by executive

on 12 January 2010.

H
ealth inform

ation is considered identifiable w
hen it either

directly identifies an individual or
has the potential to indirectly identify an individual based

on a com
bination of identifiers or

based on sm
all cell sizes. A

 cell size is considered sm
all if the

result in a statistical table
show

s a value that is less then 5.

For data to be considered non-identifiable there is
no reasonable basis to believe that the

inform
ation can be used to re-identify an individual patient w

hen used in
com

bination w
ith

other details held by the requestor or those w
ho w

ill view
 the inform

ation.

It is the belief of the M
ental H

ealth D
ata C

ollection custodian thatpatient confidentiality can
not be guaranteed w

ith the release of inpatient data containing sm
all cells sizes.


