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Government Response to the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and
Crime Commission in regard to their report titled "The post-CHOGM
technological capability of the WA Police".

With regard to the findings and recommendation of the Committee the Government
makes the following comment.

Very early in the planning for the police security operation for the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting 2011 (CHOGM 2011) the Western Australia Police
(WAPOL) identified a significant gap in both capacity and capability as far as
intelligence services were concerned.

The issue of capacity was addressed by increasing the number of staff attached to
the business areas within WAPOL responsible for security/intelligence operations
and activities, and by purchasing additional equipment to support these activities.

The equipment purchased was funded by way of Cabinet submissions, and typically
involved buying items that equipped staff to do 'more' of our existing or typical work.
The simple formula used was based on increasing WAPOL capacity to the point
where an additional 6 persons of interest could be managed above and beyond core
business.

The issue of capability related to technologies beyond that already possessed by
WAPOL or acquired as part of CHOGM 2011 was completely addressed by way of
partnership with State and Federal agencies. To enable WAPOL to have access to
technology above the level already possessed and used for core policing, WAPOL
worked closely with the Corruption and Crime Commission (CCC) the Australian
Security Intelligence Organisation and other agencies that already had these
technologies within their existing store of tools for their core business.

Post CHOGM 2011, WAPOL has been successful in embarking on a procurement
and development program that will see the capability of the covert technical
intelligence areas enhanced and brought in line with the capabilities shared during
CHOGM 2011. However, at this time there is no legislative authority for WAPOL to
use this technology, nor is the technology operational or able to be deployed.

Legislation is currently being developed to enable WAPOL to access the benefits of
the equipment and new operational procedures and capabilities.

Although WAPOL has an increased capacity as a consequence of CHOGM 2011
technological capability is not yet supported by enabling legislation.
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Government therefore supports the enhancement of the jurisdiction of the CCC as a
means to ensure the technology can be utilised in the fight against organised and
serious crimes.
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