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Hon. John Castrilli
Minister for Heritage
8th Floor, Dumas House
2 Havelock Street
WEST PERTH WA 6005

Dear Minister

Western
Australian
Planning
Commission

PERTH WATERFRONT FLORENCE HUMMERSTON KIOSK

In November 2011, the Western Australian Planning Commission lodged the first in a suite of
development and subdivision applications for the Perth Waterfront project. Development
application 1 proposes a range of external roadworks, infrastructure upgrades and relocation,
removal of structures and site remediation.

These works will impact on the State heritage listed Esplanade Reserve including the removal
of the All Curlewis Gardens, Allen Green Conservatory, the Landing, some trees including a
mature Moreton Bay Fig tree on the north-west corner of the site, and contamination
remediation. The application (WAPC reference 10-50219-1) also proposes the deconstruction
and storage of the original tearooms component of the Florence Hummerston Kiosk until a
suitable, comparable location for reconstruction is identified and the demolition of the dressing
rooms, which are a later addition to the structure.

The application was referred to the Heritage Council which resolved to support the proposal
subject to conditions. In relation to the Florence Hummerston Kiosk, the Council advised that
the demolition of the dressing rooms is supported, but further consideration is to be given to
the retention of the Kiosk as a part of the overall development of lots 7/8.

In response to this advice, in January 2012 the Department of Planning presented further
information to the Heritage Council for their consideration regarding the heritage, design and
financial implications of retaining the Kiosk in situ. On 10 February 2012, the Heritage Council
resolved that the tearoom of the Kiosk is to be retained in situ and is to be incorporated in the
development of site 7.

At its meeting of 15 February 2012, the Central Perth Planning Committee acting under
delegated authority from the Western Australian Planning Commission considered the
development application, together with the material provided to the Heritage Council regarding
implications of the tearooms' retention and the Heritage Council's response, and resolved to:

1. note the Heritage Council's resolution that the tea rooms of the kiosk be retained in situ
and incorporated into the development of site 7;

2. note that there is no prudent or feasible option to retain the Florence Hummerston
Kiosk in situ;
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3. approve the deconstruction and storage of the Florence Hummerston Kiosk in line with
the proposal outlined in development application 10-50219-1; and

4. advise the Heritage Council, Minister for Planning and the Minister for Heritage of its
decision in relation to Florence Hummerston Kiosk.

In reaching this conclusion, the Central Perth Planning Committee had consideration for the
following factors:

The heritage value of the Kiosk is in large part attributed to its position in a landscaped
setting and the contribution it made to the site's recreation function. Perth Waterfront
will profoundly change the setting of the Kiosk to an urban, city precinct thereby
removing the historic relationship between the building and the surrounding parkland.
Originally designed to face out towards the recreation grounds, the Kiosk would be
entirely surrounded by development if retained onsite which would result in a poor
urban design outcome.

Considerable earthworks and excavation associated with contamination remediation,
basement car-parking, construction of services and development site works have the
potential to destabilise and damage the structural integrity of the building if it was to
remain in situ. The site's history of reclamation using uncontrolled fill, the presence of
acid sulfate soil and difficult geotechnical conditions require significant intervention to
enable construction of individual development sites.

Development sites will be required to have a finished floor level of 2.8m AHD to
accommodate predicted sea level rise and severe storm events which may impact the
water levels of the Swan River. Retaining the Kiosk would leave the building
considerably lower than surrounding development, resulting in a poor urban design
outcome.

The significant loss of floor space, critical mass and potential land sales revenue
attributed to retaining the building and sufficient curtilage around it.

The Western Australian Planning Commission appreciates the ongoing advice provided by the
Heritage Council and the Office of Heritage in relation to the Perth Waterfront, and will continue
to work with these bodies to ensure that an appropriate heritage interpretation outcome is
achieved across the Esplanade Reserve and other areas of heritage value within the precinct.

Yours si erely

Ga Prattley
Chairman
Western Australian Planning Commission

4-if February 2012
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