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Dear Mini-str

APVMA REVIEW OF FENTHION FOR FRUIT FLY CONTROL IN ORCHARDS

I write regarding the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA)
review of the use of fenthion for fruit fly control. In particular, I am concerned about
Mediterranean fruit fly (Medfly) control in Western Australian orchards as a result of
concerns expressed to me by grower groups.

I am advised that growers have two major concerns. Firstly, Western Australian
growers on average only use two or three in-field cover sprays per season which is
less than the product label recommendation and can manage with an increased
withholding period from three to seven days. I am advised that a risk assessment
conducted by the APVMA on this practice would be likely to produce a more
acceptable risk profile. The second concern is that the transition from cover sprays to
alternative management has proved time consuming and complex for industry and at
this stage growers are concerned that the industry at large is not prepared for the
transition.

The Department of Agriculture and Food Western Australia (DAFWA) is assisting the
local fruit industry and community to implement area wide management of medfly.
However, the transition is a complex matter that will take more time to implement than
is currently available.

The need to replace fenthion cover sprays with an area wide management approach is
acknowledged but industry currently lacks confidence in both the level of grower
expertise and the level of community participation required to successfully implement
this approach during the current growing season.

I request your support to postpone any changes to the permitted uses of fenthion until
March 2013 to enable reconsideration of the risk profile and provide time for the
implementation of industry and community based area wide management tools in
advance of the 2013/14 summer fruit season.

Yours sincere!

TERRY REDMAN MLA
MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND FOOD
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