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ACREAGE RELEASE AROUND THE ABROLHOS ISLANDS

I read with interest the Australian Government offshore petroleum exploration
acreage release areas which you announced on 27 May 2013. I was particularly
interested in the acreage releases in the North Perth Basin, (W13-19 and W13-20)
which are adjacent to the Abrolhos Islands

The Abrolhos Islands are vested in me as the Western Australian Minister for
Fisheries I am also responsible for managing most of the fish stocks and aquatic
waters in the surrounding waters, including State and Commonwealth waters. These
waters support some especially important fisheries such as the West Coast Rock
Lobster Fishery which is the most valuable in Australia

Resource sector exploration applications are typically subject to rigorous
assessments which may extend to analysis of the impact of exploration activity on
fish stocks and the marine environment. I expect this will be the case for any
applications submitted in regard to W13-19 and W13-20. I also expect that any
successful applications will include a thorough consultation process which includes
an opportunity for input from the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council
(WAFIC) and Recfishwest as the peak bodies for commercial and recreational
fishing in Western Australia.

Given the importance of the Abrolhos Islands to the West Coast Rock Lobster
Fishery it would also be appropriate for successful acreage exploration applications
to include the Western Rock Lobster Council (WRLC) in a thorough consultation
process.
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By ensuring a thorough consultation process you will be helping to minimise any
adverse impacts on fish stocks and the marine environment This outcome will be
welcomed by all stakeholders and support continued cooperation between each of
the commercial sectors with interests in the marine environment.

Yours sincerely

Troy Buswell MLA
MINISTER FOR FISHERIES

1 9 JUN 2013
CC WAFIC

Recfishwest
WRLC


