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Recent releases from the 1 outlining the Government's 

Education Funding Model to be implemented in Western Australian public schools cannot go 
unchallenged. ,- .. . ... , 

As a parent first and foremost and the l of the Parents and Citizens Association of a 
state senior high school, I have personal concerns for the educational well-being of my 
children and much broader concerns for the educational well-being of all students in public 
schools in this state. 

Briefings that I have attended bear witness to the concerns that have already been raised by 
parents, teachers, principals and educational peak bodies who are close to the day to day 
workings of schools and best placed to comment with authority, 

The concern that is consistently raised and supported with actual outcomes for individual 
schools when the policy is applied to their staffing and budget is that education delivery to 
their students will be compromised, This is an appalling situation. 

We could debate the matter of the Federal Gonski funding model but it appears that although 
the model looked to deliver significant benefit to students, personalities and egos have denied 
this imperative to West Australian public school students. This too is a deplorable situation. 

JQUtSi€I€ Ambi~ 
It is equally deplorable that the GOvernment has allowed deliberately misleading data 
to be disseminated to justify the position that it has adopted for its education funding/staffing 
model. I refer to the absurd criteria used to "measure" primary and secondary school 
efficiency in WA against other states. It is deliberately mischievous and insulting to classroom 
teachers to claim that the teacher student ratios are in the order of 11 secondary and 12 
primary students per teacher when clearly numbers in classrooms are much higher. Classroom 
teachers already have their share of uninformed critics only too eager to "knock" them - they 
will now attract further criticism fuelled by this deceitful data. What they will choose not to 
understand and what the Government failed to point out is that it appears that the student 
teacher ratio quoted is achieved by dividing the number of enrolled students by the number 
of employed teachers - that is, teachers who do essential work in education other than 
classroom teaching such as administration, training, mentoring and so on are included thus 
skewing the result. In schools, classes are staffed in accordance with enrolments and courses 
offered. In years 8,9 and 10 classes in academic courses are invariably 32 in number and 22 in 
workshop and practical courses (a number complying with OH&S standards) . Primary school 
class numbers are not dissimilar. This is the reality that should be the Government's focus, not 
the other nonsense that is used to give some element of legitimacy to the intended staffing 
cuts. 

Further to this, the suggestion that smaller "inefficient" classes - based solely on enrolment 
(courses such as some of the more challenging science and mathematics subjects fall into this 
category) be collapsed and students wanting to pursue them be forced to amalgamate with 
like-minded students from other schools to gain this so-called efficiency is deplorable. Apart 
from the disruption to the students affected, the logistics of such an exercise beggar's 
comprehension. The application of such a clinical and mean spirited staffing formula to 
achieve the desired outcome is an experiment in which a child's education is placed at risk. 
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For many people who do not have an immediate association with schools such as those whose 
children have finished school or indeed not started yet, the importance of support staff in 
education is much misunderstood. At risk in this model are teachers aides, dedicated pastoral 
care staff, school chaplains, school psychologists and teachers released from classroom duties 
to enable them to deliver small group and one-on-one education to those children who have 
been dealt a less than ideal lot in life. In a perfect world, the demand for these special people 
and skills would not be necessary but the reality is the world is far from perfect and schools 
are expected to carry out so many roles that were once the duty and responsibility of the 
family. 

People would be naive in the extreme if they believed that the only role that a teacher had to 
fulfil was the dissemination of subject content to a well-fed, well-loved, well-prepared and 
socially adjusted child. Sadly, it is not the case - most are of course but many aren't - what 
price do we put on giving them a chance? 

The Government's position seems to be set firmly and no amount of credible input from those 
close to education has delivered a shift in that mindset. This is either arrogance on the part of 
the Government, or it is due to ignorance fostered by the input of misinformation from 
sources other than education staff, parents and students. 

There is a common misconception about hours worked by teachers and about holidays - this 
appeal is not about these matters. Committed teachers and school administrators and the 
students and families who benefit from that commitment see no need to involve themselves 
in the debate, other perhaps than to remind those who deliver the vitriol that the letters that 
they write had their genesis in a school somewhere. 

This appeal is about the future of education in this state. The irreparable damage that will 
result from this funding and staffing policy may not become evident in the life of this r::lo-u-'-t§i.Q€-:-· -,-,.-----c-c 

government but become evident it will. A generation of children and a oroud and pffM-full" 

profession will be the victims of this over-bearing attitude of the 

There is no doubt that those students identified as having special physical, psychological, 
social and learning needs will suffer a diminution in their education and their preparedness to 
actively engage with society beyond school will be compromised by these cuts. 

Special programmes that make education complete and fulfilling beyond the "three R's" such 
as music, cultural and sporting programmes will also diminish in the face of this policy. Further 
to this, increased teacher loads and inadequate funding to enable the delivery of a full suite of 
courses will deny all students the opportunity to realize their full potential. 

The implications from this economically driven policy are far reaching. This is not only about 
the current student group and teaching staff, it will have an impact across the broadest 
spectrum of our society and everyone shou Id register their concern. 

I don't know whether those responsible for this policy have school aged children - it may be 
that they are in a position to "buy" a private education to meet their educational expectations, 
but to fly in the face of such strong and credible protest from so many concerned parties and 
place the welfare of students at risk for a short term ill-conceived economic imperative is 
reprehensible. 



Released under Freedom oflnformation Act 1992 (WA) 

There well may be efficiencies to be gained from sensible well-reasoned changes in the 
delivery of education in this state but to rush into change based on flawed and misleading 
data is not the way to achieve them. 

I am aware that many appeals asking that the funding and staffing model be reconsidered 
have been submitted. I am also aware that, to date, there has been no shift in the 

~ofvellrnTmh.e~t'sd?OtSitbi~n. The Qas made it clear that he intends implementing the policy 
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It seems that without a united position from all West Australians, aimed at bringing an 
awareness to every sitting member of the Liberal National power sharing Government, that 
failure to consider and act on the concerns of the electorate on this issue, will bring about 
their political undoing. I suspect our education system will fall victim to the policy. 

I hope that this is not the case and I implore you to reconsider the Government's position in 
the light of the overwhelming evidence and concern that is coming from those best placed to 
advise you. 

Your 

Eastern Hills Senior High School 
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