
 

                         
 

 
 

 
Youth Justice Board 
In his Brief Ministerial Statement of 5 December 2013, the Minister for Corrective Services announced his 
intention to create a Youth Justice Board within the Department of Corrective Services.  

The Board will be chaired by the Commissioner of Corrective Services. The Commissioner intends to 
convene working groups to facilitate implementation of the Board’s direction and reform intent. 

Terms of Reference  

The draft terms of reference for the Board are to: 

1) Oversee the work of a new, consolidated youth justice division within the Department of Corrective 
Services.  

2) Facilitate direct connections between the community, the non-government sector and the public sector. 
(This will enable the systematic engagement of stakeholders, innovative service design and delivery 
and the monitoring of the effectiveness of interventions.)  

3) Ensure continuous evaluation and improvement of matters such as: 

a) the conditions of young people detained at Banksia Hill 

b) the commission of new services  

4) Promote stronger engagement with Aboriginal families and communities 

Composition  

The Board will be comprised of respected members of the community who bring with them a depth of 
knowledge and experience in one or more of the following fields: research, Aboriginal engagement, or 
social enterprise. Board members are: 

 

1. James McMahon, Chair, Commissioner, Department of Corrective Services 

2. Professor Clarissa Ball, Director, Institute of Advanced Studies, UWA 

3. Paul Bide, Chair, Social Ventures Australia 

4. Professor Jonathan Carapetis, Director, Telethon Institute for Child Health Research 

5. Michael Hayden, Chair, Western Australian Aboriginal Advisory Council 

6. Craig Spencer, Head of Community Engagement, Bankwest 

7. Grant Vernon, Chief Operating Officer, Minderoo Foundation 

8. Dr Marshall Watson, Consultant Psychiatrist 

9. Dr Mandy Wilson, Research Fellow, national Drug Research Institute 
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Meetings  

The Board will meet quarterly.  

Deliverables 

Among other things, the Board will oversee: 

 The development of new models for resourcing and delivering initiatives with the non-government 
sector and commercial partners. 

 Steer the formulation of a suite of evidence based interventions that are tailored to specific cohorts 
and located at every point of potential impact: prevention, diversion, and re-entry initiatives that 
begin at the earliest opportunity and continue right through to release in the community. 

 The formulation of an outcome based performance indicator framework that promotes accountability 
across all sectors involved in delivery justice initiatives. 

 A review of the Young Offenders Act 1994. 


