
Section 82 Notice - Financial Management Act 2006

Pursuant to section 82 of the Financial Management Act 2006, I give notice to both
houses that I am unable to answer Supplementary Information question No A3
asked during the Western Australian Tourism Commission's (trading as Tourism WA)
appearance at the Estimates and Financial Operations Committee (the Committee)
2013/14 Annual Budget Estimates hearings on Wednesday, 25 September 2013

My obligation to notify both houses of this fact has only recently been brought to my
attention, hence the lateness of this advice

Question A3 asks that the Committee be provided with a copy of Tourism WA's
assessment of the potential value of the Australia v India Test match in 2014/15 to
Western Australia (WA) I have considered the public interest in releasing this
information, and while the public has a general right of access to information held by
government agencies, this right has to be balanced against the need to not
compromise the financial and commercial affairs of the State and other parties

In the highly-competitive events industry, standard practice worldwide is for financial
and contractual information related to events to be kept strictly confidential Tourism
WA is unaware of any other Australian jurisdiction or overseas destination that
releases this sensitive commercial information

The information requested has not been provided for the following reasons

• Tourism WA competes to develop and secure events for WA in the highly
competitive national and international markets

• The public release of financial and assessment information compromises
Tourism WA's ability to successfully negotiate with and develop world class
events for WA, now and into the future

• If financial and assessment information became public, it would diminish Tourism
WA's competitive position Future events may be lost to another competing
Australian or overseas destination, and the funding required to secure them
would be substantially increased should another destination seek to attract an
event and be able to guarantee a larger amount to support the event bid For
example, Victoria uses this technique to appropriate events from its rivals

• This would significantly impact on Tourism WA's business, professional,
commercial and financial affairs, undermining its market position

• Specifically in relation to the assessment of the India Test match, which was
under review for WA in 2014/15, Tourism WA's relationship with Cricket Australia
and its ability to work with the organisation would be compromised by the public
release of financial and assessment information This, in turn, could impact
Tourism WA's ability to negotiate to the State's advantage in future years

• If assessment information was made public, competing destinations would gam
an understanding of the methodology that Tourism WA uses to value events
This information could then be used to out-bid or actively poach other events
from the State in the future.



It is acknowledged that information that is Cabmet-m-confidence or commercially
sensitive can be identified as such to the Committee However, it is at the
Committee's discretion as to whether that information is kept private or released to
the public I was not prepared to take the risk in this instance

The Government takes very seriously its responsibility to grow visitor numbers, drive
economic and media impact to the State, and maintain the quality and diversity of
WA's current events calendar

As such, it undertakes appropriate action to safeguard information that may
jeopardise the State's ability to attract or create new events, and retain existing,
strongly-performing events
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