
REPORT OF OVERSEAS TRAVEL UNDERTAKEN BY
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT FUNDED BY THE

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL ALLOWANCE

FOR THE THREE MONTHS ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2015

This report contains a summary of all overseas travel undertaken by Members of
Parliament on official business funded by the Parliamentary Travel Allowance.



REPORTS OF OVERSEAS TRAVEL UNDERTAKEN BY MEMBERS OF
PARLIAMENT FOR THREE MONTHS ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2015
FUNDED BY THE PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL ALLOWANCE

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

f BRITZA MLA 18-Jun-15 7-Jul-15 UNITED GAIN A GREATER UNDERSTANDING AND
KINGDOM APPRECIATION OF THE WESTMINISTER

SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT

$17,647

HON M LEWIS MLC 18-JUI-15 26-Jul-15 CHINA PARTICIPATE IN A SHEEPMEAT INSIGHTS
TOUR ORGANISED BY THE DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

$9,819

HON J CHOWN MLC 18-Jul-15 2-Aug-15 USA MEET WITH AGRICULTURE AND FARMING
EXPERTS TO INCREASE KNOWLEDGE OF
TECHNOLOGIES AND METHODS
INVESTIGATE SOLUTIONS TO TRAFFIC
CONGESTION ISSUES VISITED AN
INTERMODAL PORT

$10,102

P MILES MLA 18-Jul-15 2-Aug-15 USA INVESTIGATE SOLUTIONS TO TRAFFIC
CONGESTION ISSUES INSPECT AN
INTERMODEL PORT MEET WITH
LEADERSHIP TEAM AND SCIENTISTS OF
MONSANTO HEADQUARTERS IN
RELATION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF GM
CROPS

$10,382

S LOVE MLA 20-Jul-15 8-Aug-15 CANADA, ATTEND THE 53RD COMMONWEALTH
USA PARLIAMENTARIANS ASSOCIATION

CANADIAN REGIONAL CONFERENCE
ATTEND THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF
STATE LEGISLATURES LEGISLATIVE
SUMMIT

$14,894

HON M ALDRIDGE MLC 31-Jul-15 8-Aug-15 USA ATTEND THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF - $11,538
STATE LEGISLATURES LEGISLATIVE
SUMMIT

HON J BOYDELL MLC 31-Jul-15 8-Aug-15 USA ATTEND THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF - $11,796
STATE LEGISLATURES LEGISLATIVE
SUMMIT

HON A CLOHESY MLC 27-Aug-15 6-Sep-15 IRELAND ATTEND THE INAUGURAL GLOBAL IRISH - $12,445
PARLIAMENTARIANS' FORUM

HON S DAWSON MLC 30-Aug-15 7-Sep-15 IRELAND ATTEND THE INAUGURAL GLOBAL IRISH - $13,442
PARLIAMENTARIANS' FORUM

HON K DOUST MLC 30-Aug-15 7-Sep-15 IRELAND ATTEND THE INAUGURAL GLOBAL IRISH - $3,220
PARLIAMENTARIANS' FORUM

TOTAL FOR PARLIAMENT TRAVEL ALLOWANCE SYSTEM VISITS:10 $115,286



ADDENDUM - LATE SUBMISSION - REPORTS
THE FOLLOWING REPORT WAS SUBMITTED TO THE PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL ALLOWANCE SYSTEM AFTER THE SEPTEMBER 2015
REPORT WAS SUBMITTED

R Saffioti 1-Jun-15 4-Jun-15 CHINA INVITED BY HUAWEI AUSTRALIA AND THE - $887
AUSTRALIA BUSINESS COUNCIL TO VISIT
HUAWEI'S RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT FACILITIES IN SHENZEN

TOTAL FOR PARLIAMENT TRAVEL ALLOWANCE SYSTEM VISITS:1 $887



> aBa> Government of Western Australia
Department of the Premier and Cabinet

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL REPORT FORM

Members are to provide a report to the Director General, Department of the Premier and Cabinet
on the cost, purpose and benefits of all overseas trips within two months of the completion of the
trip. The Department of the Premier and Cabinet collates and coordinates the tabling of the reports
in Parliament on a quarterly basis.

The report below should be clear, concise and focus on the benefits of your trip to your
constituents and/or parliamentary processes, the Western Australian community and/or the State
of Western Australia. Please do not attach PowerPoint presentations, research reports or reports
otherwise available to the Parliament.

NAME OF
MEMBER: Ian Britza MLA

DESTINATION/S: England - UK, Wales, Edinburgh

DATE OF
TRAVEL:

18th June 2015

PURPOSE OF TRIP:

1. To gain a greater understanding and appreciation of the Westminster

System of Government.

2. To gain a greater insight into the responsibilities and tasks of the

Speaker of the House.

3. To gain a more intimate understanding of the role and responsibility of

the Parliamentary Clerk of the House.

4. To gain a clearer understanding and insight into the role and responsibility

of the Parliamentary Hansard Staff.

5. To gain a clearer understanding of the role of the WA Office in England.



BENEFITS DERIVED FROM THE TRIP:

BENEFITS FOR CONSITUENTS
By receiving a history and explanation, clarification and understanding of the
Westminster System of Government I have a healthier and improved appreciation of
how our own WA Parliament functions and operates. The 'smooth and even'

administration of Parliament has a sobering effect on the public who often deride and
ridicule Parliament, which generally comes from a lack of understanding and ignorance
of how the Chamber works. I am now in a more comfortable position to explain why
things occur and expound on the process of parliament to my constituents.

EDINBURGH. SCOTLAND
My first appointment was the Parliament of Scotland in Edinburgh where I was met
by Mr Steven Bell who proceeded to give me an overview of the Scottish Parliament and
recent developments. This was followed by a private tour of the Scottish Parliament.

I then met the Head of the Official Report (Hansard), Bronwyn Brady who gave me an
overview of the role and operation of the Official Reporting staff.

I met with Mr Mark Brough, the Clerk of the Legislation Team who briefed me on the
proposals for Continuous Professional Development for the Members of Parliament and
Parliamentary Officials. I was then hosted for two hours by the CPA Scotland Branch
Executive Committee.

My next meeting was with the Secretary of the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body,
who proceeded to brief me on the role and function of the SPCB.

I then had an extraordinary meeting with Christina McKelvie who is the Convenor of
the European and External Relations Committee. I received a briefing on the overview
of the Committee's 'Connecting Scotland Inquiry'.

CARDIFF, WALES
I was met at the Cardiff Senedd by Mr Robert Lloyd-Williams, the International
Relations Manager, who gave me a very detailed brief and overview of the Cardiff Senedd
and the National Assembly for Wales.

I then briefly attended the Assembly Plenary where the Minister for Health and Social
Service fielded questions from the floor of the Senedd. After this I headed for my next
appointment with the Head of Member Liaison and Professional Development, Carys
Evans.

A following appointment was with Mr Ben Stokes, Head of Research Services. I then had
a brief tour of the Pierhead and Cardiff Bay.

The following day my first appointment was to be an observer at a Senedd Committee
meeting. Then I met with the Head of Commission Secretariat/Fifth Assembly
Transition, Sulafa Thomas.

Another meeting was with Sian Richards, the Translation and Reporting Services Senior
Editor.

Mr Lloyd -Williams and Colleagues hosted me for lunch. 

Page 2



LONDON, ENGLAND
I arrived at the House of Commons and was duly met by Mrs Alison Game, the Inwards
Visits Manager, who proceeded to give me a brief overview of Westminster and how not
"to get lost'!

My first meeting was with Mr Andrew Tuggey, Chief Executive and Secretary of the CPA,
UK Branch.

I then met with Mr Bob Twigger, Secretary to the House of Commons Commission.
I continued to have meetings where the discussion was held mainly around the
professional development of the Members of the House.

My next meeting was with the Registrar of Member's Interest/Parliamentary
Commissioner for Standards.

Following this I was then given a personal tour of Parliament by Caitriona Fleming, the
International Relations Officer.

Next I viewed the Speaker Procession into Question Time for the Prime Minister and
then proceeded to my seat in the Speakers Gallery to view questions and then the Prime
Minister's Questions.

I was hosted for lunch by the First Deputy Speaker of the House and Chairman of Ways
& Means, Rt Hon Lindsay Hoyle MP and I must say that our conversation was nothing
short of intriguing, captivating and enthralling.

I then met with a Committee Chair and was escorted to visit the Parliamentary Archives
and the Parliamentary Library.

After that visit I then had, what to me, was one of the most outstanding appointments
of the whole journey to England. It was an appointment with the Rt Hon Sir Alan
Haselhurst MP. Our conversation covered a breadth of subjects and the insights he gave
to me about the Westminster System of Government were ones that I shall never forget.
Truly he is a wonderful man of integrity, veracity and just a plain gentleman.

GOVERNMENT OF WA - EUROPEAN OFFICE
I had a delightful and informative meeting with the Agent General, Mr Kevin Sldpworth,
at The Australian Centre. He briefed me on his role in the European Sector and all that
was involved in representing our State in such a crucial and vital location.

I left his office with a deep appreciation of his role and how important and significant it
was to have this Office present in London.
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Hon Mark I .PfWfo MLC
Member for the Mining and

Pastoral Region

Kimberley, Pitbara, North West Central, Kalgoorhe, Eyre

Mr Peter Conran AM
Director General
Department of Premier & Cabinet
Entitlements and Transport Branch
Locked Bag 3001
WEST PERTH WA 6872

Attention: Laurie Birrell

Dear Mr Conran,

RE: PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL ALLOWANCE REPORT

As per the guidelines set down for the use of Parliamentary Travel Allowance, I
hereby report on my recent trip to China.

The use of $9,819.00 from my Parliamentary Travel Allowance enabled me to
travel, and participate in a Sheepmeat Insights Tour to China. The trip was
organised by the Department of Agriculture and Food Western Australia (DAFWA)
in conjunction with Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA), who are supporting the
development of the V&V Walsh : Grand Farm supply chain development program.

As a lead delegate, I participated fully in the eight-day program, which included
four different markets within China, with the aim of increasing awareness of the
Chinese red meat market and its requirements going forward. The tour gave me a
first-hand insight into many aspects of the Chinese market, which will be outlined
in more detail below.

Immense opportunities exist for Western Australia's sheepmeat industry in China.
The Chinese lamb and beef market is rapidly growing, and there is increasing
demand from Chinese consumers for safe, high quality red meat. Middle class
consumers are looking to increase their access to safe and healthy protein. Given
Australia's 'clean and green' image, our products have a real and competitive
advantage.

Although the tour highlighted the huge potential that exists for WA's sheepmeat
and cattle industries in China, it also exposed a number of major issues and
impediments that need to be addressed urgently if we are to embrace this
emerging potential.
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Most critically, the current level of supply in WA cannot meet the market pull in
China. We need to grow the markets and the supply chain here. This could mean
doubling our meat production industries in order to meet the growing demand in
China. Accordingly, we need to do more work with our meat producers to enable
this target to be achieved.

Another significant issue is the integrity of the supply chain itself. This is a very
important issue for the Chinese. Currently, there is a lack of market access for
chilled Australian sheepmeat products, which potentially undermines the true
value of our products in relation to quality, in China, our frozen meat products are
defrosted, processed, refrozen and then distributed. Clearly, more work needs to
be done to address this issue, so that the quality of our meat products maintains
a very high standard.

A further issue that occurred to me during my tour is that China has low supplies
of fodder and grain. It is struggling to meet its domestic demand for both its people,
and its animals. Therefore, we are well positioned to supply these products into
China, whether for the pig, sheep, poultry or cattle industries.

Another critical issue identified, and one that is crucial for northern Western
Australia is in relation to the supply of live slaughter cattle exports to China.
Currently, Indonesia is reducing the weight of cattle imports, thereby negatively
impacting our profitability. However, there is an opportunity with the Chinese
market to encourage the export of higher weight animals, which will increase
profitability.

Further, and most importantly, the Chinese are very concerned about food safety.
There is a lack of trust within their domestic food production systems. This can
only represent an opportunity for us, given our "clean and green" image, and the
integrity and traceability of our systems of production. Our products therefore have
a real competitive advantage in this emerging market place.

Therefore, one of the overarching messages from this tour of China is that we must
prioritise our biosecurity. This essentially means maintaining our border security,
our internal biosecurity and internal food safety and quality. This is crucial in terms
of maintaining our excellent international standing in this area, and to the
expansion of our meat products into China.

I commend this report to you.

Yours sincerely.

Hon Mark Lewis MLC
Member for the Mining and Pastoral Region

28 August, 2015



Government of Western Australia
Department of the Premier and Cabinet

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL REPORT FORM

Members are to provide a report to the Director General, Department of the Premier and Cabinet
on the cost, purpose and benefits of all overseas trips within two months of the completion of the
trip. The Department of the Premier and Cabinet collates and coordinates the tabling of the reports
in Parliament on a quarterly basis.

The report below should be clear, concise and focus on the benefits of your trip to your
constituents and/or parliamentary processes, the Western Australian community and/or the State
of Western Australia. Please do not attach PowerPoint presentations, research reports or reports
otherwise available to the Parliament.

NAME OF
MEMBER: Hon Jim Chown MLC

DESTINATION/S; United States

DATE OF
TRAVEL: 18 July - 2 August 2015

COST: $10,101.70

PURPOSE/S OF TRIP:

In my capacity of Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Transport, the purposes included
the following:

« To further investigate efficient means of traffic congestion reductions, concurrently
resulting in increased traffic flow performance, particularly the implementation and
deployment of technological advancements, being alternative options to merely
relying on more and larger road infrastructure to alleviate traffic congestion.

« To examine successful scheduled and on-demand public transport systems, features of
which may be implemented or further advanced in our own State.

« To visit one of the largest ports in the world, being America's most intermodal port,
served by rail lines, ocean carriers, also barge and truck lines. In 2013 the port's cargo
activities alone generated 160,000 direct and indirect jobs and $ 17b in state-wide
spending. Inspection of the port was with a view to developing further understanding
of the benefits and success of intermodal operations.

In my capacity of a Member for the Agricultural Region, the purposes included the following:

• To meet with agriculture and farming experts, in private and government sectors, to
increase knowledge of technologies and methods which produce higher and greater
quality agricultural yields, while using fewer resources, in safe and sustainable
environments while maximising economic efficiency.

• To learn more about government projects which successfully promote consumption of
local agricultural produce in delivering their food and nutrition programmes, such as
Farm to School initiatives.



BENEFITS DERIVED FROM THE TRIP FOR THE STATE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA:

As Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Transport, I viewed first-hand the sophisticated
state-of-the-art operations, proven to have significantly reduced road congestion, as workable
alternatives to building more and larger roads, with a view to implementing and/or expanding
such technologies in Western Australia.

Having the opportunity to inspect facilities and operations of the large-scale intermodal port,
provided the prospect of increasing operational capacities of Western Australia's ports.

I explored opportunities for expansion of the Western Australian public transport system to
cater for, and encourage more, commuters to our transport system, both in the scheduled and
on-demand transport systems.

Being a Member for the Agricultural Region includes owing a duty to keep abreast of issues
faced by my constituents, and manners of mitigating negative effects, in order that they
receive appropriate parliamentary representation. It was most beneficial to further investigate
and learn from private and government sectors regarding their applications of improved
technological methods which concurrently increase crop yield, economic efficiency and
sustainability of farming.
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Government of Western Australia
Department of the Premier and Cabinet

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL REPORT FORM

Members are to provide a report to the Director General, Department of the Premier and Cabinet
on the cost, purpose and benefits of all overseas trips within two months of the completion of
the trip. The Department of the Premier and Cabinet collates and coordinates the tabling of the
reports in Parliament on a quarterly basis.

The report below should be clear, concise and focus on the benefits of your trip to your
constituents and/or parliamentary processes, the Western Australian community and/or the State
of Western Australia. Please do not attach PowerPoint presentations, research reports or reports
otherwise available to the Parliament.

NAME OF
MEMBER: Paul Miles MLA

DESTINATION/S: USA
DATE OF
TRAVEL: 18/07/2015-02/08/2015

PURPOSE OF TRIP:

The purpose of this trip was numerous, but firstly to view first-hand the operations
that have reduced road congestion in Los Angeles and to observe proven
workable alternatives to building more and larger roads, specifically to
investigate the working benefits of AWIS.

Additionally to investigate the cost benefit analysis of the public transport
system, including BRT, through inspections and briefings by those responsible for
the construction, maintenance and programming and inspection of the public
transport and BRT systems.

Furthermore to inspect facilities and operations of the large-scale Port of New
Orleans, with a view to expanding knowledge regarding intermodal ports of this
scale.

Finally to meet with the leadership team and scientists of Monsanto which
would provide an opportunity to receive briefings and tour their research and
development facilities. This would provide further understanding of the research
Monsanto is undertaking to improve global agriculture and the positive impact
of their technology.



BENEFITS DERIVED FROM THE TRIP FOR THE STATE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA:

With the Wanneroo electorate being some distance from Perth's city centre
traffic congestion is a very important issue with my constituency. My trip to LA
allowed me to see first-hand how LA has managed to improve its traffic
congestion.

There was evidence to support the theory that continuing to build more and
larger roads does not necessarily reduce traffic congestion, rather it
encourages more people to travel further. As an alternative to increased roads
and to reduce congestion, LA has implemented an Automated Work Zone
Information System (AWIS).

These operations have reduced road congestion, which prove workable
alternatives to building more and larger roads, specifically showed the working
benefits of AWIS which could be of great benefit to Western Australia.

The Port of New Orleans is one of the busiest and largest ports in the world and
represents one of the three main drivers of the New Orleans economy (along
with Tourism and Commerce). The Port is America's most intermodal port and
the only one in the US served by all six class 1 rail lines, 50 ocean carriers, 16
barge lines and 75 truck lines. It utilises on-dock rail and ship to barge services.

This provided an opportunity to greatly expand my knowledge regarding
intermodal ports of large-scale and how the systems used to manage such a
large scale port can be implemented to improve and increase Western
Australian ports.

Given that the recent arrival of Uber to Western Australia has been a major issue
within my electorate, for both the taxi industry and the constituency at large, I
also inspected fleet and operations of the NYC Yellow Taxis in order to inspect
the impact of Uber on the taxis.

I learnt first-hand how the operations of the taxi industry in such a high capacity
and highly congested city operate successfully, with a view to bringing those
successes to our domestic taxi industry given the recent arrival of Uber in
Western Australia.

Lastly, the meetings at the Monsanto Headquarters gave me an expanded
understanding regarding the manner in which GM crops are developed,
marketed, managed and grown in the United States and demonstrated how
GM-related technology allows millions of farmers to produce more, while using
fewer resources.

This was vital research with major implications for the safe and successful
expansion of GM farming throughout Western Australia, including the market
gardens and small farms located within the Wanneroo electorate.
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Shane Love MLA

Member for Moore

Mr Peter Conran AM
Director General
Department of Premier and Cabinet

Director General

I submit the following report on my recent overseas study tour to Canada and the United States,
attending two major conferences:
The 53rd Commonwealth Parliamentarians Association (CPA) Canadian Regional Conference (21st July
- 26th July) in Victoria, British Columbia; and the
National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) Summit (3rd August-6th August) in Seattle, USA.

The purpose of attending these two conferences was to provide me with an insight into the political
mechanisms of parliamentary democracies throughout the Commonwealth and the USA, and provide
me with an ideal setting to discuss topical issues with other elected representatives and officials.

The two conferences were being held close together on the west coast of North America and thus

offered an opportunity to gam a greater benefit from the travel than would ordinarily be the case.

In order to minimise the cost of travel, economy class seating was chosen for all flights, and public
transport for all surface travel.

53rd Commonwealth Parliamentarians Association (CPA) Canadian Regional Conference

Canada has many similarities to Australia. Its confederation comprising ten provinces and three
territories is strikingly similar to the Australian system. It is not surprising that there would be a keen
Australian interest in the issues affecting Canada and this was evidenced by the attendance of
representatives of every Australian state except Tasmania. As well as myself the Speaker Hon Michael
Sutherland and The President of the Legislative Council, the Hon Barry House, also attended and there
were discussions with the other Australian delegates about engagement between Australian states
and Canadian provinces. Saskatchewan and Western Australia have recently had exchange visits and
this model may be used with other provinces in the future.

The conference ran from the Tuesday the 21st of July to Friday the 24th. Perhaps the most important

topics discussed included;

• Accessibility within Canadian parliaments; reducing barriers to people of all demographics
and a wide range of disability level to encourage and enable their participation in the
parliamentary system as elected members, staff and visitors

• Security in parliament; there have been a number of security breaches in Canadian
parliaments including the deadly shootings in the National Parliament in Ottawa on the 22nd
of October 2014. How to maintain a safe working environment for members and staff whilst

still being an open and welcoming parliament was a key facet of the discussion. The Speaker
of the Western Australian Parliament Hon Michael Sutherland MLA presented a report on
security in the Parliament buildings including a video and discussion around recent exercises
carried out by WA Police. This was very well received and engendered a great deal of
discussion



Shane Love MLA
Member for Moore

• Ethics and Accountability of Elected members; a number of breakdowns in ethical standards
have led to a movement to increase public scrutiny of Parliaments and Elected Members This
includes in the case of British Columbia the development of greater oversight of the
administration of the Parliament itself and the public disclosure of the remuneration paid to
Members and their constituency office expenses This also occurs in other Provinces. An
outline of the accountability system in British Columbia can be found in the Annual
Accountability Report Nov 2014 available on the Parliaments website.

The period between the closure of the Canadian conference and the opening of the NSCL Summit
presented an opportunity to learn more about the two countries on a number of matters and
meetings were held with Provincial and City officials

Meeting at Parliament House in Victoria British Columbia

This meeting was held with the Deputy Clerk and Clerk of Committees Kate Ryan-Lloyd and other
staff; discussion covered the accountability system as mentioned previously. Other topics included

• Professional Development for Members in British Columbia

There would appear to be limited opportunity for professional development of Members. The
intention is to provide some form of training and development programs into the future but this
appears to be an aspiration rather than a program.
There was general discussion as to how best supply training and the consensus was that there would
ideally be a series of opportunities, as having for instance, a very lengthy induction program for newly
elected Members led to training fatigue In this circumstance it may be better to give a very brief
induction with further training as Members being to experience parliamentary process

• Resourcing Parliamentary Committees
Parliamentary Committees are structured differently in the British Columbia parliament than our own.
Standing Committees with a brief to provide oversight of particular departments or portfolios do exist
but are limited in their ambit. Instead if a particular investigation of such a matter was to be required
it would be ordered by the house.
Committees share a pool of six researchers and are overseen by the Deputy Clerk.
The Committee meeting seems to function with less total resources than in WA and this may indicate

that some streamlining of the WA Committee system is possible

• Parliamentary facilities and services

All 89 members have offices within the Parliament They also have constituency offices. The
parliamentary precinct also provides offices for all Ministers and this is proving a challenge as the
numbers of Ministers has grown. These offices are in addition to Ministerial offices in the City. They
provide the ability for the minister to conduct business in their dual role as parliamentarians and
executive.

Education and public tours of Parliament House in British Columbia are many times greater both in
number of groups and of individuals and the parliament itself is a major tourist and citizen
destination. The Parliament offers food and drink and has a very busy gift shop, even the Members
dining room is used by the public, members are given an hour for lunch then have to make way for
tourists!



Shane Love MLA
Member for Moore

Meeting with officials from the City of Vancouver.

Held in Vancouver a city which is a modern metropolitan area. The greater Vancouver area has a
population of about 2.4 million and the City of Vancouver municipality around 600 000.

Local Government collaboration has a long history in the greater Vancouver region, as far back as

1886 local governments were working together to pool resources and carry out functions
collaboratively. This has led to the development of "Metro Vancouver" a partnership of 21
municipalities, one Electoral Area and one Treaty First Nation. Metro Vancouver plans for and delivers
regional-scale services such as providing drinking water, wastewater treatment and solid waste

management. It regulates air quality, plans for urban growth, manages regional parks and provides
housing

In the City of Vancouver a great deal of high-rise apartment development has occurred; rapidly
increasing residential density. The City has an active policy of encouraging this type of density
increase. Discussion occurred about the challenges and opportunities this level of development
presented The City uses many innovative design features to maintain a high degree of amenity.
Mixed developments that include housing, employment opportunities and services are encouraged.

Developers who have had an increase of the density zoning on their land and then seek approval to
develop on that land are expected to 'donate' to the city 60 to 75% of the incremental land valuation,

giving the City an appetite to encourage further intensive development

There are no freeways in the city and traffic is quite congested by Perth standards however public
transport is a preferred option by many in the City.

In Vancouver demand for transit services is far greater than the available service and there is pressure
to improve and extend the system. The City does not operate the transport network that is done by
TransLmk. TransLmk is Metro Vancouver's regional transportation authority

Discussion occurred on the relative merits of using buses, light rail systems and other alternatives
such as "Skytram" in meeting the demand for services in Vancouver. In principle light rail is attractive

with trains running m the street along a right of way without passengers having to go down into
stations underground Light rail has a number of difficulties related to the capacity of the system due
to the restricted length of the vehicles and small platform space both of which reduce hourly
passenger flow. Fitting the system into an existing or expanded corridor and the impacts to the
surrounding residents and businesses can also be problematic.

Buses are the cheapest capital cost followed by light rail then rapid rail. Skytram a rapid rail system
has the greatest capacity of any in Vancouver, it is a system of automated trains using a mix of both
underground and elevated concrete rail. Any choice of transport mode should not be at the expense
of capacity, reliability and impacts on the adjacent residences and businesses. The City has a
comprehensive plan for its future transport needs "Transportation 2040" this can be found on their

website.



Shane Love MLA
Member for Moore

Meeting at City of Seattle City Council

Seattle has a population of around 3 6 million in its metropolitan area and is a port city located on
Puget Sound. Boeing aircraft are manufactured in the area and Microsoft and Amazon.com are based
there.

The municipality of the City of Seattle has a population of about 660 000.

A meeting with City Council Elected Members and staff was arranged. Discussions covered many
topics including the City and State plans for transport investment in Seattle.

The waterfront in the City centre is separated from the rest of the city by a very ugly multitier
motorway known as the Viaduct Demolition of this and the construction of a tunnel network will
enable the enhancement of the city and lead to a rejuvenation of the waterfront. There are some
parallels with the City of Perth in this situation.

Waste management was also discussed the city is very supportive of recycling and has recycling rates
of municipal solid waste close to 60% and aims to reach 70% in ten years (excluding construction and
demolition waste).

Composting is very important to the waste handling system. Of most interest is the requirement that
all food scraps are forbidden to be put in general garbage but instead are placed with the green waste
for composting The presence of the food scraps speeds up the composting process and reduces the
task of managing land fill. This may be of great interest to authorities in Western Australia.

NCSL Legislative Summit Agricultural Task Force Tour

The Agricultural Task Force is a subgroup of the NCSL and on the Sunday prior to the commencement
of the NCSL summit a tour of the Skagit Valley was conducted The valley has around 37000 hectares
of farming land and lies just north of Seattle.

The tour visited a family potato farm. The farm owner Damn Morrison gave a very good rundown of

some of the challenges and opportunities that come from farming in an area near a major city with
many competing land uses and with a governmental regulatory environment that is tending to be
more intrusive.

In particular the need to preserve high quality land for farming in the face of increasing urbanisation
and federal actions m introducing the Waters of the US (WOTUS) rules under the Clean Water Act was
seen to be particularly problematic for farmers. This is especially so in areas such as the Skagit which
is a natural delta flood plain.

Mr Morrison is also a commissioner of the Washington State Potato Commission. This group is
different to the Potato Marketing Corporation in Western Australia, it has no powers to intervene or
regulate the supply and marketing of potato crops.



Shane Love MLA
Member for Moore

Its Mission statement sets out that; "The mission of the Washington State Potato Commission is to

support an economically and environmentally sustainable Washington State potato industry by
providing strong leadership and innovation, and building partnerships to meet the demands of global
consumers. The mam functions of the Commission are to enhance trade opportunities, to advance

environmentally sound production and cultural practices through research, and to represent the
growers' interests in areas and issues relating to public and industry education, trade barriers,
irrigation, transportation and crop protection".

I was able to discuss with Mr Morrison some of the issues that potato growers in my own electorate
m Gmgm and Dandaragan will face if deregulation of our market occurs.

Other visits made were to The Mount Vernon Research & Extension Centre and Sakuma Brothers
Farms

The University of Washington has established the Mount Vernon facility which is partly funded by
industry including the local horticultural sectors. Priorities for research are established by a board
which includes grower representation, making its activities very relevant to the local farmers and
enabling innovation.

Sakuma Brothers is a long established vertically integrated family firm growing conventional and
organic strawberries, blueberries, blackberries and apples. They also provided a tour and a discussion
on the industry.

One of the greatest problems they face is sourcmg the labour to pick their crops. An inability to find
labour led to a sizeable percentage of last year's crops going to waste in the field. The industry relies
on a mix of local workers and itinerants mainly from Mexico. Recent labour law changes have
tightened the ability to use the foreign workers and in spite of there being homeless and unemployed
people in nearby Seattle local workers are not willing and able to fill the gaps

There are parallels here to my own electorate where in recent times growers have been reporting to
me that the backpacker work force has until now been providing much of the itinerant workforce with

ready and able people. This source is now drying up apparently due to visa changes.

The National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) Summit

The NCSL is a gathering of thousands of delegates both Elected Members and staff from across every
state of the US. There are also a significant number of international attendees for whom a
programme of events is planned This provided an opportunity to meet legislative members from
Europe, Africa, South America and Asia and to discuss issues of common interest.

As part of the international program a tour was conducted of the Washington State Capitol. The
House of Representatives was used as the stage for a mock legislative session conducted by House
staff and involving the international delegates. This provided an ideal platform to learn of the
operation of the chamber. I understand that most American states operate in a similar fashion and I
was struck by how similar the proceedings were to our own parliament. I expected the American
system after over 200 years of separation from Britain to have diverged further than it has.



Shane Love MLA
Member for Moore

One very big difference between the US and Australia is that some US states have a concept of
"Citizen Legislators". Many American houses sit for only one session per year, typically about 60 days.
Some state operate on two year budget cycles so very second year they will have extra sitting days to

approve the budget.

The short and infrequent sessions mean that legislative duties do not constitute a large part of the
working life of some members Often members have other occupations they return to when their
house is not sitting, hence they are often regarded as citizen legislators not professional politicians.

In both Canada and the US it is obvious that provincial and state members are less well-resourced and

remunerated than their counterparts in WA.

Apart from the International Program the rest of the NCSL Summit was a wonderful opportunity to
learn. There were many different concurrent sessions on a huge range of topics. The Speaker Hon
Michael Sutherland presented on Western Australia at a session concerning international trade, many

delegates were impressed by our state.

A plenary address by retired Secretary of Defence Dr Robert Gates was one of the highlights of the
event.

The NCSL provides a rare opportunity for a plethora of interest groups and its exhibition hall had
people presenting their views on just about every conceivable issue. It is in fact a bazaar of ideas and
was a very interesting and thought provoking experience which I am grateful to have had the

opportunity to attend.

Shane Love MLA
Member for Moore



Hon Martin Aldridge mix
Membei foi Agricultural Refllon

8 October 2015

Director General
Department of Premier and Cabinet
C/- Entitlements and Transport Branch
Locked Bag 3001
WEST PERTH WA 6872

Attention: Laurie Birrell

Overseas Travel Report - 2015 National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL)
Legislative Summit, Seattle Washington USA

The purpose of this trip was to attend the above mentioned conference which was held from
2-6 August 2015 in Seattle Washington. The conference brings together Members from
State Legislatures across North America as well as a large international delegation. The
conference provided an extensive program of workshops, seminars and presentations as
well as a trade exhibition. The conference is recognised internationally and was
well attended allowing for considerable networking opportunities with similar jurisdictions.

Sunday 2 August was spent attending the Agriculture Task Force Tour. We visited two
farms in the Skagit Valley, followed by a private tour of the Mount Vernon WSU Research
Centre. The Research Centre serves the agricultural, horticultural and natural resource
science interests of the State. I found the tour very relevant to my position as Member for the
Agricultural Region, with my electorate's dominant economic driver being agriculturally
based.

On Monday 3 August I attended NCSL's Environmental Health Preconference which was an
open dialogue on hydraulic fracturing, water scarcity and quality, and impacts on
environmental public health. As the United States is more advanced in the development of a
hydraulic fracturing industry, this session gave me the opportunity to learn from other
experiences and ask questions of the presenters.

Level 1,8 Parliament Place, West Perth WA 6005
martin.aldridge@mp.wa gov.au

Ph: (08) 9324 3155 Fax: (08) 9324 3166 Freecall: 1800 336 905



Earlier that day I attended the international delegation sessions including a presentation by
the Hon Michael Sutherland, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly and had the opportunity to
tour the Port of Seattle.

On Tuesday 4 August I attended a tour of the Washington State Capitol Building and
observed the legislative process through a mock debate. This was a good opportunity to
learn more of the American political system and the history of Washington State. The visit to
Olympia, Washington State's capital, included a reception hosted by the Lieutenant
Governor of Washington and President of the Washington State Senate.

On Wednesday 5 August, I attended the Legalizing Marijuana: Potholes and Possibilities
roadmap session. This was beneficial as I heard about the many experiences of legalising
marijuana in the context of revenue, licensing, regulating its use and testing products in
North American jurisdictions. This session was particularly relevant given the current debate
in Australia on legalising medicinal marijuana. I also attended a keynote address by former
Secretary of Defence Robert Gates on a wide range of matters including defence and
foreign policy.

The conference consisted of multiple concurrent streams and at times it was challenging to
decide between sessions. Western Australia was well represented at the conference with
five elected Members attending. This provided us the opportunity to cover more sessions
and share the learnings with one another.

The trade exhibition was particularly of value to me given the size and nature of the
exhibitors. The conference was well attended by lobby groups, unions, associations, policy
think tanks and commercial companies with political and public service product offerings.
Outside of the main program the trade exhibition provided some valuable opportunities to
speak one-to-one with organisations and companies on a range of issues.

The cost of attending the Conference was $11,831.33. This consisted of:

$6922.44-Airfares
$3978.08 - Accommodation, meals and incidental expenses
$874.18 - Conference registration
$56.63-Taxi

The total cost claimed from the Parliamentary Travel Allowance was $11,538.28.

Yours sincerely

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE MLC
Member for Agricultural Region



Government of Western Australia
Department of the Premier and Cabinet

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL REPORT FORM

Members are to provide a report to the Director General, Department of the Premier and Cabinet
on the cost, purpose and benefits of all overseas trips within two months of the completion of the
trip. The Department of the Premier and Cabinet collates and coordinates the tabling of the reports
in Parliament on a quarterly basis.

The report below should be clear, concise and focus on the benefits of your trip to your
constituents and/or parliamentary processes, the Western Australian community and/or the State
of Western Australia. Please do not attach PowerPoint presentations, research reports or reports
otherwise available to the Parliament.

NAME OF
MEMBER: Hon Jacqui Boydell MLC

DESTINATION/S: Seattle, USA

DATE OF
TRAVEL: Depart Perth 31 July 2015 Arrival at Perth 8 August 2015

PURPOSE OF TRIP:

To attend the Rational Conference of State Legislatures Legislative Summit.

BENEFITS DERIVED FROM THE TRIP FOR THE STATE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA:

(A brief report of no more than 2 pages may be attached if required)

Please see attached report.



Director General
Department of Premier and Cabinet
Locked Bag 3001
WEST PERTH WA 6872

7 October 2015

RE: Overseas Travel Report

Dear Director General,

The purpose of this overseas trip was to attend the National Conference of State

Legislatures Legislative Summit (the Summit) in Seattle, USA from 2-6

August 2015 (including pre-conference activities). I departed Perth on 31 July,

arriving home on 8 August, at a total cost of $11,796.28.

The Summit is the USA's largest gathering of legislators and legislative staff.

It provides domestic and international legislators and legislative staff access to

some 100 sessions on a wide range of topics. Some sessions provided the

opportunity to learn about and debate critical public policy issues, while others

centred on professional development.

On Sunday 2 August, I attended the Agriculture Task Force Tour, where I had

the opportunity to visit two farms. This tour was created to examine state and

federal agricultural policy issues in the USA. The Task Force helps develop

agricultural policy; study critical agriculture and rural development issues

facing the USA; explore policy options to address these concerns; and serves

as a conduit for state legislative communication with Congress, the US

Department of Agriculture and other agencies. As an international participant,

this part of the summit was an excellent opportunity to better understand the

USA's agricultural policies and compare and contrast them with The Nationals

WA Seizing the Opportunity Agricultural Policy.



During the tour I also embarked on a private visit to the Washington State

University Research Center. The Centre serves the agricultural, horticultural

and natural resource science interests of Washington State through research

and extension activities. The Centre houses research programs including

entomology, seed pathology, weed science and plant breeding. At present,

collaborative projects ranging from biodegradable mulches to pest and disease

control measures for conventional and organic production systems are

underway at the centre. Again, this visit proved particularly informative given

The Nationals WA's investment into similar research in WA through the

Seizing the Opportunity Agricultural Policy. It was extremely beneficial

learning about the challenges and opportunities facing the USA's political and

environmental landscapes in the agricultural sector, as many of these findings

are also applicable in Western Australia.

On Monday 3 August, I attended the Open Dialogue on Hydraulic Fracturing,

Water Scarcity and Quality, and Impacts on Environmental Public Health,

where attendees heard from experts on the health impacts of hydraulic

fracturing and water resources. I found this discussion highly beneficial given

hydraulic fracturing and water scarcity issues are major concerns for several

areas in the Mining and Pastoral Region. The Nationals WA has undertaken

significant amounts of research into the regulation and transparency of the

fracking industry in Western Australia. The Party has also worked hard to

encourage significant changes to the regulatory regime in Western Australia

on this issue. The Party has sought a mandatory land access code to reinforce

private property rights and to provide balance in negotiations between

companies and landowners, amongst other measures such as the provision of

appropriate bodies for review and increased public transparency. Therefore it

was particularly advantageous to hear independent commentary on this issue

to help shape The Nationals WA's policy position on this issue.



In the afternoon, I attended the session on Ethics in the Public Service: The

Communication Connection which reinforced the importance of ethical

integrity in the legislature. Participants learnt the six essential elements of

communication and how they affect ethical thinking and conduct; practical

application of communication principles to those situations that appear to be

ethically ambiguous; and the power of ethical reasoning and choosing to do

what is right. These principles are universal and are entirely applicable to my

role in the WA Parliament.

On Tuesday 4 August, I joined a tour to the Washington State Capital Building,

which gave attendees an insight into the US legislative process. I also attended

a roundtable policy discussion on the opportunities and challenges faced by

women in politics. As a passionate advocate for greater female participation in

politics it was fantastic to learn about the role of women in the USA political

landscape. Many of the challenges and opportunities highlighted mirrored

those faced in WA. I have spoken on the lack of female representation in

Australia's federal parliament on a number of occasions in the State

Parliament.

On last day of the conference, I attended the Power of Stories with Evelyn

Clark, which was particularly insightful as it focused on effective

communication, and how to encourage colleagues and constituents to believe

in messaging.

I also attended Corrective Reflections• A Conversation -with Piper Kerman,

which gave a very valuable insight into prison management, particularly for

inmates with mental health challenges. I found this session relevant in my

capacity as a member on the Public Administration Committee and its inquiry

into prisons. The A Better Way to Keep Kids Out of Prison session was also

extremely beneficial, given the number of juveniles in prison in regional areas



especially the overrepresentation of Aboriginal children as evidenced by

Amnesty International's report There is always a brighter future: Keeping

Indigenous kids in the community and out of detention in Western Australia. I

have spoken about this report in the State Parliament previously.

The sessions I attended at the National Conference of State Legislatures

Legislative Summit were either directly relevant to my role as a Member of the

Mining and Pastoral Region or strengthened my capacity as a Member of

Parliament. I intend to use what I learnt from this conference to strengthen my

capacity to deliver speeches, to inform the content of my contributions to the

Legislative Council and assist with the development of policy ideas.

Yours sincerely,

HON JACQUIBOYDELL MLC

Member for Mining and Pastoral Region



Government of Western Australia
Department of the Premier and Cabinet

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL REPORT FORM

Members are to provide a report to the Director General, Department of the Premier and Cabinet
on the cost, purpose and benefits of all overseas trips within two months of the completion of the
trip. The Department of the Premier and Cabinet collates and coordinates the tabling of the reports
in Parliament on a quarterly basis.

The report below should be clear, concise and focus on the benefits of your trip to your
constituents and/or parliamentary processes, the Western Australian community and/or the State
of Western Australia. Please do not attach PowerPoint presentations, research reports or reports
otherwise available to the Parliament.

NAME OF
MEMBER: Alanna Clohesy MLC

DESTINATION/S: Republic of Ireland

DATE OF
TRAVEL; Depart Perth: Thurs 27 Aug 2015 Arrival at Perth: Sun 06 Sept 2015

PURPOSE OF TRIP:

Invited to attend the inaugural Global Irish Parliamentarians' Forum and also undertook
meetings with service providers, research and policy experts, advocates, business
representatives in the areas of trade, disability services and domestic violence.

BENEFITS DERIVED FROM THE TRIP FOR THE STATE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA:

(A brief report of no more than 2 pages may be attached if required)

Please refer to Attachment A



ATTACHMENT A: BENEFITS DERVIED FROM THE TRIP (Alanna Clohesy MLC)

Inter-parliamentary relationships

The Government of the Republic of Ireland hosted the first-ever Global Irish
Parliamentarians' Forum. The Forum brought together 44 parliamentarians from Australia,
Scotland, England, France, United States of America, and Canada The forum was an
initiative of the Aire Gnothaf an Diaspora (Minister for Diaspora Affairs) Mr Jimmy Deenihan
TD The Irish Government's recent Global Irish - Ireland's Diaspora policy document
provided the framework for the forum. The forum was briefed by the Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Trade, Mr Charlie Flanagan TD on the rapid recovery of the Irish economy
(including 6 5% growth in the first 3 months of 2015) Ireland currently leads the Eurozone
in economic growth. The Forum was also addressed by Mr John Concannon, Director,
Ireland 2016 Centenary Programme Mr Concannon shared some of the challenges in the
development of the program and its highlights and features

I was honoured to participate in a special session convened in Dail chamber (House of
Assembly) at Lemster House. Very few 'foreign' parliamentarians have been seated or
spoken in the Dail (exceptions include President Obama and Prime Ministers Keating and
Hawke) The session was chaired by the Leas-Ceann Comhairle (Deputy Chairman of Dail
Eireann) Mr Michael Kitt, TD The session was addressed by Tanaiste (Deputy Prime
Minister of Ireland) Ms Joan Burton, TD and Minister Jimmy Deenihan, TD Discussions
included issues relating to the Irish diaspora and prospects for inter-parliamentary
collaboration

Forum participants were also provided a briefing on the work of the International Fund for
Ireland (IFI), through a visit to a project funded by the IFI at Stephenstown Pond, Dundalk.
Discussions also included details of the Irish Government Emigrant Support Program which
provides funding to Irish-focussed community, sporting and cultural organisations to support
initiatives in countries to which they have emigrated

The Forum strengthened existing parliamentary relationships and provided an opportunity
develop new and formalised inter-parliamentary forums on an ongoing basis and provided
information to assist local WA based community organisations

Trade and investment opportunities and business support

The Irish Government provides an innovative international trade organisation which provides
support and advice to Irish businesses starting and operating in overseas markets
Discussions included mechanisms to strengthen investment relationships in Western
Australia and models for support for Australian businesses operating internationally,
particularly in Ireland. I am particularly grateful to Dr Ruth Adler, Australian Ambassador to
Ireland for hosting a lunch with Australian businesses in Ireland I am also grateful to the
business representatives that participated and were generous with their time, ideas and
information

Benefits included gaining deeper insight into the challenges facing WA businesses in
international markets and ways in which government and other support mechanisms could
be strengthened
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Disability rights, policy development and service delivery

I met with a range of disability service providers, research and policy development experts
and government advisers on the topics of disability access standards, local level participation
in decision making, accommodation for people with disability, accessible public transport
(including multi-purpose taxis), and service provision in rural areas

Discussions included challenges in the development and delivery of appropriate and relevant
models of accommodation for people with disability including short and long term
placements, home sharing and shared living arrangements Facilitating social inclusion is a
challenge for service providers, particularly in rural areas Issues included development of
models of service that can provide economies of scale but which also provide choice and
flexibility for people with disability Examples of ways in which family members of people
with disability can be supported to facilitate independence and inclusion were also discussed
Disability employment targets in the civil service and models for ministerial responsibility and
accountability in delivering those targets were also discussed The importance and centrality
of universal design to facilitate independence and inclusion of people with disability was also
a topic of discussion Ireland has advanced national standards on universal design in the
areas of service inclusion and customer engagement in tourism services Guidance includes
in the areas of written text, document design, form design, signage guidance and
communication design (including face to face, telephone, video electronic and web based
communication). This work also occurs in the context of the National Disability Strategy and
discussion included issues in the implementation of the strategy and strategies to ensure
equal citizenship Innovative models of local level citizenship participation, decision making
and advocacy were also explored. Discussions also included accessible public transport
initiatives under the Irish Government's transport sector plan for accessible transport which
is developed under the Disability Act This included wheelchair accessible taxi grant scheme,
training, licensing and regulation of drivers, regulations in relation to vehicle type and models
and other mechanisms for incentives in the taxi industry Benefits included the identification
of potential strategies, regulations, models and legislative frameworks to facilitate the
independence and inclusion of people with disability in WA

Domestic violence awareness and service delivery

Policy and legislative frameworks and service delivery approaches in domestic violence were
also a focus of my meetings Ireland has stand-alone legislation on domestic violence which
is currently being updated and amended This work is being undertaken in the context of
Ireland's move toward ratification of the Council of Europe's convention on preventing and
combating violence against women and domestic violence (known as the Istanbul
Convention) These were discussed in meetings with service providers, parliamentary
committee staff and legislators. Issues arising from the Houses of the Oireachtas Joint
Committee on Justice and Equality inquiry into domestic and sexual violence were
discussed. This included a detailed briefing on the legislation development process of the
Houses of the Oireachtas Innovative models of support mechanisms for domestic violence
refuge service users exiting services was discussed with service providers An area in which
there is sparse policy and service delivery focus is in dating abuse Discussions included
community education campaigns and training on digital safety and relationship safety
(including safely exiting relationships) especially for young people I also received a detailed
briefing on Respectful Relationships training and support for young people through schools
Benefits included the collation of detailed legislative, policy and service initiatives
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Government of Western Australia
Department of the Premier and Cabinet

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL REPORT FORM

Members are to provide a report to the Director General, Department of the Premier and Cabinet
on the cost, purpose and benefits of all overseas trips within two months of the completion of
the trip. The Department of the Premier and Cabinet collates and coordinates the tabling of the
reports in Parliament on a quarterly basis.

The report below should be clear, concise and focus on the benefits of your trip to your
constituents and/or parliamentary processes, the Western Australian community and/or the State
of Western Australia. Please do not attach PowerPoint presentations, research reports or reports
otherwise available to the Parliament.

NAME OF
MEMBER:

Stephen Dawson MLC

DESTINATION/S: Dublin, Castlebar & Dundalk Ireland

DATE OF
TRAVEL:

Depart Perth - 30 August Arrival at Perth - 7 September 2015

PURPOSE OF TRIP:

The purpose of my visit to Ireland was to attend the Global Irish Parliamentarians Forum and
undertake portfolio visits to consider various policy areas including mental health, disability and
marriage equality that relate to my role as a Shadow Minister and Member of Parliament.

BENEFITS DERIVED FROM THE TRIP FOR THE STATE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA:

(A brief report of no more than 2 pages may be attached if required)

See attached



Mental Health

Mental Health is a critical area of community concern in Western Australia which arises out of a
high level of unmet need from people with mental health conditions who require, but are unable
to access appropriate mental health beds, support and services.

Ireland is experiencing a similar gap in service provision and new models of care are being
innovated in response to this crisis. There is a recognised need in Ireland for farther innovation
in services that will help people with mental health disorders who don't require hospitalisation
but would benefit from an opportunity to spend time investing in understanding their condition
and developing skills to improve their mental health.

I was able to see how Ireland is seeking to make less costly interventions accessible to a greater
number of people to prevent an individual's condition from deteriorating and requiring costly
acute inpatient services.

I had the opportunity to visit the Mayo Recovery College which was designed to provide a safe
and welcoming place for people to be able to take time to invest in developing skills to improve
their mental health at minimal cost. I had the opportunity to meet clinicians, administrators and
with students of the college to talk through the practicalities of how the service operates and
hear firsthand of its success. Such services help close a significant gap in access to services for
those who don't require hospitalisation but would benefit from an opportunity to focus on
improving their resilience and recovery.

In addition, I met with Mental Health Reform, an organisation advocating for change in Mental
Health policy to discuss the need for new models of care before peoples' illnesses become acute
and require hospitalisation.

The meetings helped me get a greater understanding of the types of innovative services that we
should be offering in Western Australia.

Disability

Ireland like Western Australia is actively examining the need for improved social insurance and
social infrastructure to provides for adequate income and support services. Western Australia
has not been particularly good in creating or helping create jobs for people with disabilities.

I discussed these topics with the Disability Federation of Ireland and the National Disability
Authority (NDA). I was briefed about the Centre for Excellence in Universal Design which was
established by the NDA and is dedicated to enabling Irish people to participate in society
regardless of their ability or disability. This is an initiative that I believe could be replicated in
Western Australia.

I also had the opportunity to explore Ireland's recent findings regarding service standards for
services and supports for adults with disabilities and post-school education and training options
for people with disability.
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Linking with the Irish Diaspora and the Irish Parliament

The Irish Government has recently adopted proactive policy settings directed towards the Irish
diaspora and the Global Irish Parliamentarians Forum is part of this agenda. Given the high level
of migration from Ireland to Western Australia, including in recent times, there are a large
number of Western Australian citizens and residents, either bom in Ireland or who are of Irish
ancestry, to whom this policy is relevant.

Ireland's policy settings include the formation of Diaspora business networks and welfare and
community support for those who are challenged and vulnerable. They have created very
successful trade missions throughout the world, a policy that I believe Western Australia could
learn from.

The conference included a plenary session with other Members of Parliament in Dail Eireann,
Ireland's lower house. I was able to form new networks and compare parliamentary procedures
and policy initiatives with a view to their possible application in Western Australia. Members of
Parliament from the UK, Scotland, France, the USA, Canada and Australia attended the
conference. Since the conference I have been in touch with a number of the participants
including the Deputy Premier of Newfoundland & Labrador in Canada about mental health
policy.

Given the significant cultural links between Western Australia and Ireland and the impact of
sectarian conflict on many of the Irish Diaspora there is a strong Western Australian interest in
the work of the International Fund for Ireland which I had the pleasure of meeting and visiting
one of their projects.

The Fund promotes Ireland's economic and social advancement and encourages contact,
dialogue and reconciliation between nationalists and unionists throughout Ireland and it's
mission is to tackle the underlying causes of sectarianism and violence. Australia has made a
contribution to the fund.

I also had the opportunity to meet with Australia's Ambassador to Ireland Dr Ruth Adler.

Yes Equality Campaign for Civil Marriage Equality.

In May this year Ireland voted via referendum to support marriage equality for same-sex couples
and there is an increasing debate regarding a possible Australian referendum on Marriage
Equality. There is a bill before the Legislative Council at present regarding same sex marriage
and I have a strong interest in serving my constituents by contributing to this debate.

I met with Grainne Healy, a co-director of "Yes Equality" regarding their successful referendum
campaign for Civil Marriage Equality. I also met with Seamus Dooley from the National Union
of Journalists who was involved in the Trade Unions for Civil Marriage Equality campaign.
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Government of Western Australia
Department of the Premier and Cabinet

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL REPORT FORM

Members are to provide a report to the Director General, Department of the Premier and Cabinet on the
cost, purpose and benefits of all overseas trips within two months of the completion of the trip. The
Department of the Premier and Cabinet collates and coordinates the tabling of the reports in Parliament on
a quarterly basis.

The report below should be clear, concise and focus on the benefits of your trip to your constituents and/or
parliamentary processes, the Western Australian community and/or the State of Western Australia. Please
do not attach PowerPoint presentations, research reports or reports otherwise available to the Parliament.

NAME OF
MEMBER; Hon Kate Doust MLC, Member for South Metropolitan Region

DESTDSfATION/S: Dublin, Ireland

DATE OF TRAVEL: 30 August - 7 September 2015

PURPOSE OF TRIP:

• Participate in the Global Irish Parliamentarians Forum.

• Examine Ireland's innovation, business globalisation and Information Communication and
Technology Sector.

REPORT:

In late August 2015,1 travelled to Dublin, Ireland to participate in the inaugural Global Irish
Parliamentarians Forum under invitation from the Minister for Diaspora Affairs Mr Jimmy Deenihan
T.D.

The forum was established to foster Ireland's relationship with its diaspora by bringing together Irish-
connected political representatives who serve in national parliaments and state assemblies in Australia,
Canada, France, the UK and the USA. It included briefings on Ireland's economic development and a
briefing on the Government's plans to commemorate the centenary of the 1916 Easter Rising in
Dublin (the rebellion which inspired Ireland's war of independence) including the many events which
will take place around the world.

Following the briefing with Minister Flanagan on Ireland's economic development, we visited
Leinster House for a special session in the Dail chamber chaired by the Leas Ceann Comhairle (deputy
speaker). During the session we were addressed by Tanaiste Joan Burton, and Minister Deenihan.

A copy of the program is attached.

I also met with:

• Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (DECLG) -
Franchise Section.
The DECLG, specifically the Franchise Section, is responsible under the Minister, for policy
issues relating to the electoral system generally in Ireland. As Shadow Minister for "Electoral
Affairs, I met with officers in the Franchise Section to learn about Ireland's electoral system
and reforms. We discussed political funding, donations, disclosures, and spending and
reimbursement limits at Dail elections.



• The Irish National Parliament (Oireachtas) - Sectoral Committees.
The Oireachtas consists of the President and two Houses: Dail Eireann (House of
Representatives) and Seanad Eireann (the Senate). They have a similar committee structure to
that of the Parliament of Western Australia. As a former Deputy Chair of Committees, and
current chair of the Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review Committee I met with the
Principal Officer of the Sectoral Committees to learn about their operation.

• Industrial Development Authority (IDA) Ireland
IDA Ireland is the agency responsible for industrial development in Ireland, including the
attraction and development of foreign direct investment. The IDA is focused on attracting high
value investment into Ireland such as research and development activities. As Shadow
Minister for Information Communication and Technology, I met with IDA to learn about their
approach to research, development and innovation.

• Davra Networks
Davra Networks Limited, an enterprise software company, develops network automation,
machine to machine (M2M), and Memet of things solutions for communications networks.
As Shadow Minister for Information Communication and Technology I met with them to
discuss their cloud-based platform, called RuBAN, the Internet of Thing, big data and their
presence in Australia.

• ICT Ireland
ICT Ireland is the leading representative body for the technology sector in Ireland. As Shadow
Minister for Information Communication and Technology I was interested to meet with them
to discuss their work with government and policy makers and their approach to STEM
initiatives.

• Australian Embassy Ireland
The Australian Embassy arranged a number of engagements with Ambassador Ruth Adler
including a briefing with Australian Business in Ireland.

BENEFITS:

The information gathered during my visit to Ireland will assist me greatly with policy development.
Both in the area of Electoral Affairs, and Information, Communication and Technology.

Ireland is emerging as a global technology hub. The sector is thriving, with exports and employment in
both local and international technology firms continuing to grow. According to ICT Ireland, the
technology sector in Ireland directly employs over 105,000 people, with 75 per cent employed in
multinational companies and the remainder in the indigenous digital technology sector.

Western Australia can learn much from Ireland, this visit was an opportunity for me to find out what is
happening in relation to tools, technologies, and processes, and hear new ideas in the ICT area.

In addition, the visit to Ireland was of great networking value - which is already showing benefits with
an invitation to attend an Irish Australian Chamber of Commerce event.

Furthermore, developing relationships with other Members of Parliament from around the world can
be of great assistance to Australia when it comes to a wide range of activity at a local, national and
international level.
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ADDENDUM



Parliamentary Travel Allowance - Report For Ms Rita Saffioti MLA
China 1-4 June 2015.

Cost: $886 52

Purpose:
I was invited by Huawei Australia, through GRA Evenngham and together with the
Australia Business Council to visit China for five days

I was part of a delegation that included members from both the Liberal and Labor
Party There were also members of the Australian business community together with
the President of the WA Division of the Australia Business Council, Mr Adam Handley.

I used the Parliamentary Imprest Account to fund the flights (economy) from Perth to
Hong Kong and from Shanghai to Perth. Internal flights and all accommodation was
paid for by Huawei I understand trips such as these have been organised for other
members of Parliament from a Federal level and from other States

I will declare these gifts in my annual disclosure presented to Parliament.

Benefit:
We visited Shenzhen and Shanghai where we got an insight into Huawei's operations

In Shenzhen we toured Huawei's headquarters where the scale of operations was
breathtaking. Huawei has in the past concentrated its efforts on telecommunications
infrastructure and we soon learnt that a lot of the telecommunications infrastructure in
Australia was in fact from Huawei

Huawei is now turning its focus on hand-held devices, as they believe this is where
substantial growth will be in the future They have produced phones that have two
SIMs and are producing other devices to compete directly with Samsung and Apple

In respect to the future of telecommunications, we learnt that the world is now getting
ready for 5G, Unlike the 4G that preceded it, 5G will not be tailored to people - but to
"things" le for communications between "thing" and "thing" Examples include smart
homes and of course the driver less car.

The impact of this technology on our communities, from the homes we build to the
transport we develop is significant. In developing policies for the future, we have to
understand that technology continues to pose both challenges and opportunities for
decision makers For example this level of technology will significantly impact how we
plan for our transport infrastructure and our new suburbs into the future

The trip also included meetings with representatives from Australia's High Commission
in Shenzhen and Shanghai, a meeting with the WA trade office; and a visit to the
Baosteel Group port and refinery

We also had the opportunity to meet with senior economists from Rio Tmto, which was
an excellent briefing in respect to the Chinese economy.



From this briefing, and from the visit as a whole, it is clear that the China of today is
very different to what many Australians still believe it to be China has a burgeoning
middle class, and is no longer the home of "cheap" manufacturing for the world It is
moving into far more high level manufacturing and its economy is starting to mature

Another interesting fact were figures to show that the level of urbanisations, while still
great, is starting to slow and that there is a limit to the continued transfer of the
population from rural communities to urban centres

Overall the visit was very useful in getting a better insight into China today My last
visit was approximately 8 years ago, and it was very useful to see the change that is
happening in China

Itinerary:

Sun 31 May - Shenzhen
• Fly to Hong Kong
• Car transport to Shenzhen (1.5hr)

Mon 1 June - Shenzhen
• Visit Huawei HQ Shenzhen (Campus tour)
• Corporate & ICT briefings
• Meeting & lunch with Huawei Global senior executives
• Tour Huawei R&D Labs & Global data centre
• 5G, Smart Cities, Internet of things and the future technology roadmap

briefing
• Dinner with Huawei Australian Consul General- Guangzhou.

Tues 2 June - Shenzhen & Shanghai
• Travel to Dongguan and visit Hi Tech Factory
• Lunch with Global Head of Cyber Security (John Suffolk)
• Cyber Security in the connected world

Wed 3 June - Shanghai
• Travel to Shanghai
• Meeting with Rio Tinto China MD
» Meeting with WA Trade Office & Austrade
• Dinner with Shanghai Deputy Consul General

Thur 4 June - Shanghai
• Visit Baosteel port and refinery
• Visit Huawei Shanghai R&D centre
• Travel on MagLev (China's fastest Tram)
• Travel Home


