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Dear Minister 
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Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review on the 
Co-operatives Amendment Bill 2015, 

I refer to the Report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review on the 
:::o-operatives Amendment Bill 2015. 

On reviewing the Report's recommendations our governing Council was pleased to note and endorse 
Recommendation 1: The Committee recommends that the Government prioritise the consideration of the 
Co-operatives Amendment Bill 2015 in the Legislative Council, and looks forward to a smooth passage of the bill 
through both Houses and proclamation of the Act. 

With regard to Recommendation 2: The Committee recommends that the Minister for Commerce explain to the 
Legislative Council the reasoning for the Henry VIII clauses in clause 85 (proposed new sections 244ZZB(1)(b) 
and (c)) of the Co-operatives Amendment Bill 2015, we support the judicious use of Regulations as argued 
before the Committee by your department officers. 

In respect to Recommendation 3: The Committee recommends that the Co-operatives Amendment Bill 2015 be 
amended to provide for a review of the legislation after five years, it is our governing Council's considered 
opinion that a review clause is not appropriate. Ample checks and balances exist, including the COAG 
Legislative and Governance Forum on Consumer Affairs (CAF) process, the existence of a CNL national working 
party on co-operatives and the existence of a sUbstantial and functioning State peak industry body, all ensuring 
the Act is appropriate for the tirnes. A review clause will only cause uncertainty and doubt around the underlying 
premise that as a legal entity registered under the Act, a co-operative can exist in perpetuity. As you are aware, 
it has not been considered necessary to include a review clause in either the CNL or the Corporations Act 2001 
(Cth). 

As such you have our support if you were to speak against Recomrnendation 3, which we see as 
counterproductive to the aim of providing the sector with the sarne comparable long-term legislative stability that 
exists under the CNL and the Corporations Act. If further amendments to the Co-operatives Act 2009 become 
necessary we believe those change should be driven by necessity, not sorne notion mandated review date. The 
object of the Co-operatives Act 2009 is far removed from those Acts that could become irrelevant over time. 

I advise that whilst it is not our intention to publicly advocate against the five year review recommendation, if 
approached for comment we would be obliged to make our views known. 

Yours sincerely 
for Co-operatives WA 

Chris Enright 
Chairrnan 
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