
PORTFOLIO: HEALTH TARt COpy 4219 
CONTENTIOUS ISSUE: ELIZABETH QUAY WATER SPRAY PARK 

KEY MESSAGES 

• The Executive Director Public Health (EDPH) utilised Section 20 of the Health 
(Aquatic Facilities) Regulations 2007 (the Regulations) to approve the operating 
licence for the Elizabeth Quay Water Spray Park (WSP) on 29 January 2016. 

• While the Regulations state water quality must meet requirements of the Code of 
Practice for Aquatic Facilities (the Code), Section 20 enables the EDPH to satisfy 
themselves that other operational arrangements are equal to those required by the 
Code. 

• The EDPH's approval was based on Department of Health's (DOH's) confirmation 
that: 

o analysis of the initial sample taken on 21 January 2016 confirmed that the 
Naegleria detected in the system was not Naegleria fowleri; 

o sanitisation processes had been applied to the WSP, including overnight 
superchlorination on 28 January 2016, that would kill all Naegleria species; 

o a qualified technical operator had been appointed; and 

o the WSP had been brought up to compliance with the Code following remedial 
r-------:-!"w"- rk undertaken between 19-29 January 2016, and there was not considered to be 

Q; a isk to the public. 
c..o ~ ~ 

C:i Se.c ion 20 of the Regulations has been utilised on previous occasions: 
"-I "DU 

5 o~ ~ exempt the water playground in Hyde Park from fencing requirements given the 
-. ~~ lose proximity (less than 10 meters) of the natural lake and depth of water on the 
s , c. ~ pray pad' 
~ ':'~'0 ' 

l ~ exempt the Forrest Chase water playground from fencing requirements given 

Q, 

Ili 
........... ____ .. _ ___ ._ he water depths on the spray pads; and 

o a "class exemption" for spa pools associated with small single residential bed and 
breakfast accommodation facilities in the South West of Western Australia, based 
on the single use nature of the spa pool water for each period of occupancy. 

BACKGROUND 

• Water sampling found evidence of the presence of microbiological contamination indicator 
species on four sampling occasions between 21 and 28 January 2016. These issues were 
addressed prior to the WSP opening on 29 January 2016. 

• Section 20 of the Regulations enables the EDPH to approve a variation in operational 
requirements if satisfied that the operational requirement will: provide the same or better 
health and safety protection to persons using the facility, or; will not compromise the health 
and safety of persons using the facility, and that there is a public interest in approving the 
variation. 

• DOH is aware of a small number of public enquiries about infections possibly acquired after 
attending the WSP, but none are supported with medical or laboratory evidence. 

CURRENT SITUATION 

• The WSP has been closed since 22 February 2016. It will only re-open following approval 
from the EDPH that design and operational issues have been resolved. 

• DOH received and conditionally approved an 'Application to Alter an Aquatic Facility' for the 
WSP from the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (MRA) on 3 June 2016. 

• A Certificate of Compliance and Permit to Operate are required and will be issued by the 
EDPH following MRA advice that alterations have been completed and water sampling test 
results and a final inspection by DOH officers demonstrate the WSP's compliance with the 
Regulations and the Code. 
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