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REPORT OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DELEGATION TO SINGAPORE AND VIETNAM 
(APRIL 2016) 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 As President of the Legislative Council, I was pleased to lead a delegation of three 
members and one staff to Singapore and Vietnam from Sunday, 17 April 2016 to 
Saturday, 23 April 2016. 

1.2 The program of Legislative Council delegations (usually four per Parliamentary term) 
is designed to establish, maintain and improve our State’s Parliamentary links with 
other jurisdictions. Wherever possible we also try to complement, and add value to, 
other events and relationships between Western Australia and these destinations. 

1.3 In this case the delegation was timed to follow the three year term of Mr Le Viet 
Duyen as the Vietnamese Consul General in Perth. The Consul General was extremely 
active in his time here in establishing contacts and links with a wide range of Western 
Australian organisations and people. 

1.4 The delegation was also organised to coincide with ‘Taste of Australia’ events in 
Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, and give Western Australia a prominent 
presence at these events. 

1.5 Vietnam and Singapore were selected as delegation destinations in accordance with 
the Department of the Legislative Council’s Inter-Parliamentary Relations and 
Conferences Policy. 

2 THE DELEGATION 

2.1 The following Members and staff formed the delegation: 

• President  -  Hon Barry House MLC 

• Hon Robyn McSweeney MLC 

• Hon Brian Ellis MLC 

• Hon Mark Lewis MLC 

• Suzanne Veletta, Clerk Assistant (Committees). 
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3 ITINERARY 

3.1 The itinerary of the delegation follows: 

Legislative Council delegation to Singapore and Vietnam 

Sunday, 17 April 2016 

14.05 Depart Perth International Airport 

19.35 Arrive in Singapore, Changi International Airport 

Monday, 18 April 2016 

9.00 Briefing from Government of Western Australia Trade and Investment 

Office (WATIO) 

10.30 Parliament House, Singapore 

 - Tour of Parliament House and briefing 

 - Meeting with Madam Halimah Yacob, Speaker, Parliament of Singapore 

 - Lunch with members of the Singapore-Australia, New Zealand and the 

  Pacific Regional Parliamentary Group 

14.30 Meeting with Australian Trade Commission (Austrade) 

17.00 Discussion/dinner with food and wine importers at Oh Deli Café 

Tuesday 19 April 2016 

9.20 Depart Singapore  

11.40 Arrive in Noi Bai International Airport, Hanoi 

14.00 Meeting with Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs and Director General, 

Economic Affairs Department 

16.00 Meeting with People’s Council of Hanoi  

18.00 ‘Taste of Australia’ Welcome Reception 

Wednesday 20 April 2016 

8.05 Depart Hanoi 

9.30 Arrive in Dong Hoi Airport, Quang Binh 

11.20 Meeting with People’s Council of Quang Binh  

12.15 Tour of caves accompanied by representatives from the Department of 

Foreign Affairs 

19.00 Dinner hosted by the People’s Council of Quang Binh  

Thursday, 21 April 2016 

7.00 Breakfast meeting with People’s Council of Quang Binh  

9.35 Depart Dong Hoi 
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11.05 Arrive at Tan Son Nhat International Airport, Ho Chi Minh City 

12.30 Lunch meeting with Mr Simon Taylor, TradeStart representative 

15.00 Briefing with the Australian Ambassador and Consular General 

 followed by a meeting with the People’s Committee of Ho Chi Minh City 

19.00 Taste of Australia 2016 – Official Gala Reception 

Friday, 22 April 2016 

7.30 Depart Ho Chi Minh City 

9.00 Tour of Interflour/Intermalt Facilities and port, Ba Ria-Vung Tau  

11.00 Meeting with People’s Council of Ba Ria-Vung Tau  

12.00 Lunch hosted by People’s Council of Ba Ria-Vung Tau  

Return to Ho Chi Minh City 

15.30 Visit to Taste of Australia Showcase, Le Meredien Hotel 

18.00 Taste of Australia – Nosh Saigon Supper Club Dinner 

Saturday, 23 April 2016 

12.30 Depart Ho Chi Minh City 

15.30 Arrive in Singapore 

18.45 Depart Singapore 

23.55 Arrive in Perth 

4 SINGAPORE 

4.1 The Republic of Singapore is one of the key financial centres of Asia, and Australia’s 
5th largest trading partner. Western Australia’s food and beverage exports to Singapore 
alone totaled A$160.6 million in 2015.1 The presence of the Government of Western 
Australia Trade and Investment Office (WATIO) in Singapore demonstrates 
Singapore’s economic importance to our State.  

4.2 Singapore (and Vietnam) is also a member state of ASEAN (Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations), the world’s 7th largest economy. The ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand 
Free Trade Agreement came into force in 2010.  

Western Australian Trade and Investment Office 

4.3 On the morning of the delegation’s busy day in Singapore, the delegation met with 
Mrs Natalie Tan, Agrifood Business Development Manager, and Mr Melvin Sico, 
Business Development Executive, from WATIO.  

1  This represents 14.17% of Australian food and beverage exports in 2015, with Western Australia 
exporting less than Victoria (35.39%) and Queensland (26.48%): Australian Trade Commission 
Presentation to the Parliamentary Delegation of Members of the WA Legislative Council, 18 April 2016. 
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4.4 Hon Robyn McSweeney provided the following summary of the delegation’s briefing 
with WATIO: 

We were briefed on the Singaporean Economic Environment, 
Government Interests and Development of food and agricultural trade 
with Western Australia. The largest imports from Western Australia 
are pig meat ($22.9 million), milk ($20.9 million), wheat 
($20.6 million), malt ($14.9 million), carrots ($8.5 million), beef 
($6.6 million) and mutton ($1.8 million).  

Vegetables are imported from Malaysia, China and Australia and the 
three most imported vegetables are potatoes, onions and cabbages. 
The top three importers of fruits are Malaysia, China and the United 
Stated of America and the most imported fruits are watermelons, 
bananas and oranges. 

There has been a huge growth in gourmet boutique, European style 
providers. Some of these are Voyager Estate, Cullen Wines, Fire 
Gully, Moss Wood and Pierro, which are wines from the South West 
electorate. Others are South West Margaret River Premium Meats 
Export, Blackwood Valley organic grass fed beef, Gage Roads 
Brewing Company and Little Creatures Pale Ale. Also noted were 
Pro B Pork from Linley Valley, Brownes Milk, Mundella yoghurts, 
Harvey Fresh Milk, Lucky Bay seafoods, Southwest Marron, Sumich 
carrots, BJ Melons and Whittingtons’s herbs and spices kookakrumb 
season breadcrumbs.  

4.5 WATIO advised that more than 90 percent of Singapore’s food is imported, and noted 
the potential for seafood imports. WATIO also noted the potential of the ASEAN 
region for Australian exporters, where there is an increased demand for protein and 
increasing dairy use.2 

Parliament of Singapore 

4.6 Apart from the other Australian parliaments, the closest parliament geographically to 
the Parliament of Western Australia based on the Westminster model is the Parliament 
of Singapore. 

4.7 The Parliament of Singapore is a unicameral Parliament with 92 Members, including 
nine Members without a constituency who are nominated to ensure that minority party 
interests are represented in the strongly governing party controlled Parliament. The 
People’s Action Party has held power since 1959. 

2  WATIO briefing paper, Singapore Market Update, April 2016, pp 13, 16-18. 
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4.8 The delegation was given a comprehensive tour of the Parliament of Singapore. The 
following impressions of this tour were provided by Hon Robyn McSweeney: 

A tour was given by Mr Koh Kiang Chay and Ms Diana Lee with our 
delegation learning how the Singaporean parliament works and the 
many facets of differing parties and the system they use.  

 
The delegation at the Parliament of Singapore 

4.9 The delegation was then very pleased to be presented to Madam Halimah Yacob, the 
Speaker of the Parliament. Madam Speaker provided insights into practical matters 
pertaining to the operations of parliamentary business in Singapore and also discussed 
how the Government and communities cope with an aging population and low birth 
rates, and action taken by the Government to promote communities. 

 
The delegation with Madam Halimah Yacob, Speaker, Parliament of Singapore 

4.10 The delegation then met Dr Chia Shi Lu, Mr Edwin Tong, and Ms Chua Lin Hwee, 
members of the Singapore-Australia, New Zealand Pacific Regional Parliamentary 
Group for informal discussions and to develop friendship between parliamentarians 
from the two countries. 
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The delegation with Members of the Singapore-Australia,  

New Zealand Pacific Regional Parliamentary Group 

Australian Trade Commission 

4.11 In the afternoon, the delegation met with Ms Tracey Harris, Trade Commissioner, and 
Ms Rekha Isaac, Senior Business Development Manager Agribusiness, from the 
Australian Trade Commission (Austrade), at the Australian High Commission. 
WATIO representatives also attended this meeting. The following impressions of this 
meeting were provided by Hon Robyn McSweeney:  

We were given an overview of trade in Singapore. Singapore has a 
$370 trillion economy with 5.5 million people over 719 square 
kilometers. Singapore is Australia’s 5th largest trading partner, our 
4th largest source of investment, 4th largest services market and our 
2nd largest business services market. 

Singapore also has 7,000 multinationals in operation and 4,000 of 
these are regional headquarters. Regional Supply Chains are 
aerospace, oil and gas and food. 
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In relation to ASEAN student enrolments in Australia, the 2015 
December YTD figures by state/territory market share were New 
South Wales 42%, Victoria 33%, Queensland 10%, Western Australia 
8%, South Australia 4%, ACT 2%, Northern Territory 1% and 
Tasmania 1%. The market position for Western Australia (compared 
with other Australian jurisdictions) in ASEAN enrolments by country 
is Brunei 4th, Cambodia 6th, Indonesia 3rd, Laos 4th, Malaysia 3rd, 
Myanmar 3rd, Philippines 4th, Singapore 2nd, Thailand 4th and Vietnam 
5th.  

Education in Singapore has a budget of $12.8 billion in 2016 which is 
about 3% of GDP and 17% of government expenditure. There are 
26 Australian universities in Singapore. Some 25% of the education 
budget in Singapore is expended on tertiary education. 

 
Meeting with the Australian Trade Commission 

Networking event 

4.12 The delegation attended a networking dinner at Oh Deli Café in the evening, where we 
met Singaporean business people with Western Australian interests and Western 
Australian people working in Singapore. We were joined by Mr Simon Taylor, 
TradeStart advisor from the South West Development Commission.  

4.13 Hon Robyn McSweeney provided the following impressions of this event: 

Oh Deli Café is a café that sells Australian products in their 
delicatessen and is run by sisters Ms Susie Oh and Ms Annie Oh. 
They have a butcher shop stocking Western Australian Dorper and 
beef from Margaret River, Margaret River wine and vegetables, fruit 
from the Edwards farm in Pemberton, Bannister Downs Milk from 
Northcliffe and cider and apple juice from Bridgetown Cidery, among 
an amazing collection of Australian gourmet food at Oh Deli Café. 
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The South West is the electorate of Hon Barry House, President, and 
Hon Robyn McSweeney, and we were very pleased to see produce 
from the South West being showcased. 

During the dinner we met with many other Western Australians who 
exported Western Australian food into Singapore and heard of the 
problems that some had shipping goods from Western Australia. Only 
two ships leave Fremantle for Singapore, and they leave on the same 
day. The labour costs on ships in Western Australia are very high and 
shipping options are not flexible enough. Renowned Perth born chef 
Dave Pynt advised that he had transported seafood by air from Perth 
to Adelaide in order to receive it in Singapore in a timely manner. 

 

 
Hon Barry House at Oh Deli Café with Ms Annie Oh, 

Mr Melvin Sico and Mrs Natalie Tan 

 
The Oh Deli Café networking event 
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5 VIETNAM 

5.1 Australia and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam enjoy a mutually beneficial 
partnership across a wide spectrum of political, security and economic activities. 

5.2 Vietnam is the world’s 37th largest economy. Australian exports to Vietnam in  
2014-15 were A$3.2 billion with crustacean and wheat exports being the two major 
exports.3  

5.3 There has been rapid economic growth in Vietnam since the early 1990s and it has 
been cited as having the fastest growing middle class in the Southeast Asian region.4 
Vietnam was Australia’s fastest growing export market in ASEAN between 2003 and 
2013.5 The 2015 Declaration on Enhancing the Australia-Vietnam Comprehensive 
Partnership builds upon the Australia–Vietnam Comprehensive Partnership signed in 
2009 and the Bilateral Plan of Action. 

Hanoi 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Economic Affairs Department  

5.4 After arriving in Hanoi from Singapore, the delegation met with Mr Vu Quang Minh, 
Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Director General of Economic Affairs 
Department, Vietnam.  

5.5 Hon Brian Ellis provided the following impressions of this meeting: 

The Director General gave an overview of the history of Vietnam and 
the achievements it has made along the way to where it now has a 
population of 90 million, achieving an 8% GDP growth last year and 
continuing to grow. Vietnam is second to only India in growth at the 
moment.  

The Director General demonstrated a good understanding of Western 
Australia. He noted (through an Interpreter) the wide range of 
agriculture products Vietnam imports and that he particularly liked 
Australian beef. The Director General discussed the following: 

3  Australian Government, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Vietnam country economy Fact Sheet, 
at www.dfat.gov.au/geo/vietnam (viewed on 9 June 2016). 

4  The middle class in Vietnam is expected to rise from 12 million in 2012 to 33 million in 2020: Boston 
Consulting Group cited by Australian Government, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Vietnam 
country brief at www.dfat.gov.au/geo/vietnam, pp 1, 2 and 5 (viewed on 9 June 2016). 

5  ibid, p 5. 
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• Vietnam’s overall trade with Australia is about 10% of 
Vietnam’s total trade, and while wheat is Australia’s largest 
export to Vietnam, he was of the view that there is a great 
opportunity for other trade between the two counties to 
increase.  

• The importance of the Free Trade Agreement recently signed 
with Australia, and thanked Australia for its support of 
Vietnam's position in regard to issues over the South China 
Sea, particularly that Australia had a consistent foreign 
policy on this. 

• The importance of the many Vietnamese students who study in 
Western Australia, and who also work on farms during 
recess. 

• Australian tourism to Vietnam is an area where there is 
potential for growth, with 300,000 tourists from Australia last 
year. He expressed the opinion that he would like to see more 
tourists from Australia but felt there was a need for more 
direct routes by airlines to achieve this. 

The Director General was very pleased to hear our President explain 
that the approximate 250,000 Vietnamese who have migrated to 
Australia have made a great contribution to our country and that 
Mr Le Viet Duyen, the past Vietnamese Consul General in Perth was 
very effective and well liked in our State. 

The President gave an overview of the history of Western Australia 
and explained Australia’s system of government. The Director 
General was interested in this and said that although members of 
Vietnam’s General Assembly are part time at the moment they were 
looking at becoming more professional in the future. 

The Director General thanked the delegation for visiting Vietnam as 
this was the first delegation from the Parliament of Western 
Australian to visit Vietnam and he hoped for continuing co-operation 
between the two countries in the future. 
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The delegation with Mr Vu Quang Minh, Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs  

People’s Council of Hanoi 

5.6 The delegation then met with Mr Nguyen Ngoc Tuan, the Vice Chairman of the 
People's Council of Hanoi.6 7 

5.7 Hon Brian Ellis provided the following impressions of this meeting: 

The Vice Chairman (through an Interpreter) explained the 
constitution of the People's Council of Hanoi which has 13 Districts 
and a population of 7.2 million people. Hanoi has relationships with 
over 100 cities around the world but especially so with Australia. Last 
year Hanoi had 2.3 million tourists and he hoped to see more 
Australians come to Hanoi in the future. 

The Vice Chairman said there were 58 free trade agreements (FTAs) 
projects with Australia. He was interested in the trade of beef, lobster 
and Margaret River wines and our promotion of the Taste of 
Australia promotion being held that week in Vietnam. 

The Vice President has travelled to Australia and understood that our 
State was the largest state in Australia, rich in minerals and that there 
are 20,000 Vietnamese living in Western Australia and approximately 
300 students studying in Perth. He praised Australia as a lovely 
country, and noted that he enjoyed Australian pop songs and koalas. 

6  The delegation was accompanied by Layton Pike, Deputy Head of Mission, and Rose McConnell, Second 
Secretary (Political), Australian Embassy, Vietnam, to meetings in Hanoi. 

7  Ministerial staff and heads of government agencies were often present at the meetings in Vietnam. 
Photographers also often attended meetings. This meeting with the People’s Council was reported in the 
Hanoi Times (see www.hanoitimes.com.vn/news/ha-noi/2016/04/81e0a24c/vietnam-australia-to-promote-
cooperation-potential/ ) (viewed on 9 June 2016). 
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The Vice President hoped our visit would open areas of mutual 
benefit particularly in technology, and thanked us for visiting. 

 
       Hon Barry House and Mr Nguyen Ngoc Tuan, Vice Chairman, 

People’s Council of Hanoi 

 
The delegation with Mr Nguyen Ngoc Tuan and colleagues 

Taste of Australia Welcome Reception 

5.8 That evening the delegation was invited by the Ambassador to Vietnam, His 
Excellency Mr Hugh Borrowman, to his residence where a Taste of Australia 
welcome reception was being held.  

5.9 Taste of Australia was an integrated Australian food and beverage promotion across 
Vietnam. An Australian Government initiative, events were held in Hanoi on 19 and 
20 April 2016 and Ho Chi Minh City on 21 and 22 April 2016. 

5.10 Hon Brian Ellis provided the following impressions of the welcome reception: 

There was a large crowd in attendance which included Australian 
business representatives and local business representatives taking a 
great interest in Australian food and wine. The Ambassador and the 
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Australian Food Ambassador, Luke Nguyen promoting Australian 
produce, addressed the attendees. The President, Hon Barry House 
also addressed the crowd promoting Western Australian products, 
particularly the Margaret River region and the benefits of trading 
with Western Australia compared to the other states. 

Dong Hoi, Quang Binh province 

People’s Council of Quang Binh and visit to the caves 

5.11 Early on Wednesday, 20 April 2016, the delegation departed Hanoi and travelled to 
Dong Hoi, Quang Binh province in central Vietnam. The Vietnam Consulate in Perth, 
through the Department of Foreign Affairs of Quang Binh, arranged excellent 
transport and assistance for the delegation during our short stay. 

5.12 The delegation enjoyed a formal meeting with Mr Hoang Dang Quang, Chairman of 
the People’s Council of Quang Binh and colleagues at the headquarters of the People’s 
Committee of Quang Binh and a more informal dinner with this group in the evening. 
On the morning of Thursday, 21 April 2016, the delegation enjoyed a breakfast 
meeting with Ms Nguyen Thi Thanh Huong, Vice Chairwoman of the People’s 
Council of Quang Binh, accompanied by Ms Do Thi Hoai Thu, the Vice Director of 
the Department of Foreign Affairs Quang Binh. 

5.13 Topics discussed included: 

• the relevant size and populations of our state and Quang Binh province 

• governance structures in each place 

• major industries, activities and the future 

• opportunities for future beneficial relationships through trade, business, 
education and tourism, opportunities for investment in this part of Vietnam in 
beef farming, golf course resort, and a Caves cable system 

• the importance and success of Vietnamese migration to Australia in the 1970s, 
where they have made great contributions to Australia and many are now 
operating entrepreneurial businesses linking our two countries.  
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The delegation meeting with Mr Hoang Dang Quang, Chairman,  

People’s Council of Quang Binh  

 
The delegation with Ms Nguyen Thi Thanh Huong, Vice Chairwoman,  

People’s Council of Quang Binh  

5.14 The major focus of our visit to this province stemmed from a Memorandum of 
Understanding and the ‘Sister Caves Agreement’ signed a year ago between Quang 
Binh province (by the previous Consul General of Vietnam) and the Margaret River 
Busselton Tourism Association (Tourism Association). 

5.15 This is the first agreement of its kind in the world. Quang Binh province is home to a 
unique system of World Heritage listed caves while the Margaret River Busselton. 
Tourism Association operate four tourist caves (Ngilgi, Jewel, Mammoth, and Lake 
Caves) in the South West and there is an extensive series of limestone caves in the 
area. 

5.16 Our delegation toured two of the main caves in Quang Binh province. One was a vast 
cave containing many outstanding features and the other was via an underground 
river, which rises in neighbouring Laos and has carved its way through the limestone 
formation to the South China Sea over millions of years. This large cave is only 
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accessed by small boats and contains an impressive array of formations. These caves 
are operated as tourist caves and were well patronised by residents and tourists alike.  
They are operated by a Government agency, similar to our Department of Parks and 
Wildlife, while the Western Australian caves mentioned above are operated by the 
Margaret River Busselton Tourism Association, a unique and successful not-for-profit 
private organisation. 

 

 

     
The caves of Quang Binh province 
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5.17 There is considerable interest in this area of Vietnam in the following: 

• enhancing the Sister Caves Agreement 

• bringing a delegation to the South West in July 2016 

• a proposed visit by two cave experts from the Margaret River Busselton 
Tourism Association to Quang Binh Caves in August 2016 to promote 
research, education and tourism links 

• developing a ‘Caves Festival’ in Vietnam in July 2017 

• liaison with the South West Development Commission 

• exploring a Sister City link between Bunbury and Dong Hoi. 

5.18 Upon returning to Western Australia, I had discussions with the Bunbury City 
Council, the Margaret River Busselton Tourism Association, the Augusta Margaret 
River Shire Council and South West Development Commission (all within my South 
West Electorate), and the general consensus is that: 

• the Sister Cave Agreement is very worthy of further activity 

• the best ‘fits’ for possible Sister City relationships appear to be 

o Bunbury and Da Nang 

o Margaret River and Dong Hoi. 

5.19 I am confident our delegation will help establish some positive and constructive links 
between Western Australia and this part of Vietnam. 

Ho Chi Minh City  

5.20 On Thursday, 21 April 2016 the delegation travelled from Dong Hoi to Ho Chi Minh 
City. 

Department of Foreign Affairs 

5.21 The delegation attended a briefing with His Excellency, Hugh Borrowman, Australian 
Ambassador to Vietnam (who the delegation previously met in Hanoi), and Ms Karen 
Lanyon, Consular General to Ho Chi Minh City, at the Australian Consulate.  

People’s Committee of Ho Chi Minh City 

5.22 The delegation was then taken to the equivalent of the city hall for an official 
reception with the People’s Committee of Ho Chi Minh City by the consulate office 
staff and interpreter. 

5.23 Hon Mark Lewis provided the following impressions of this meeting: 
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The meeting observed the good relationship between Australia, 
particularly Western Australia and Vietnam, and our common interest 
in trade and specific issues like education and training and 
healthcare.  

 

 
The delegation meeting with Mr Le Thanh Liem, Vice Chairman, People’s Committee of Ho Chi Minh City 

5.24 Hon Mark Lewis provided the following summary of the above meetings in Ho Chi 
Minh City: 

Lessons from the day were: 

• Ho Chi Minh City makes up over a third of Vietnam’s GDP 
but only 8% of the landmass 

• Ho Chi Minh City has approximately 10 million of Vietnam’s 
90+ million population 

• Ho Chi Minh City has had 9.8% growth between 2011 and 
2015 
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• Vietnam has an Australian educated alumni of about 20,000 

• the middle class is rising significantly and wants safe quality 
food 

• there is a high demand for dairy, chilled beef, wine/beer and 
investment in infrastructure 

• Western Australia is behind Victoria and the 
Northern Territory in our trade and services relationship, and 
can improve. 

Taste of Australia events 

5.25 Over a working lunch on Thursday, 21 April 2016, the delegation reconnected with 
TradeStart representative, Mr Simon Taylor, who was in Vietnam representing the 
South West at Taste of Australia events. This meeting focused on the connection 
between the South West of Western Australia and Vietnam. 

5.26 That evening the delegation were taken to the Taste of Australia 2016 Official Gala 
Reception hosted by His Excellency, Hugh Borrowman, Australian Ambassador, 
where we met many Australian and a few Western Australian businesses trading in 
Vietnam.  

5.27 On the afternoon of Friday, 22 April 2016, the delegation visited the Taste of 
Australia Showcase at the Le Meredien Hotel, where we engaged with a range of 
contributors. The delegation spent time at the South West stall where products from 
the South West were displayed and showcased.  

 
The delegation with His Excellency, Hugh Borrowman, Australian Ambassador, 

and Simon Taylor, TradeStart, at the Taste of Australia Margaret River stand 

5.28 Hon Mark Lewis provided the following impressions of Taste of Australia: 

Overall, the Taste of Australia allowed Australian business to 
showcase their products to the Vietnamese market and it 
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demonstrated that the Ambassador and Consulate role can be more 
than just an administrative function, but can be used successfully to 
drive issues like trade. 

5.29 That evening the delegation were taken to the final Taste of Australia Nosh Saigon 
Supper Club Dinner at the Grain Cooking Studio. Hon Mark Lewis provided the 
following summary of this event: 

This event was a ‘cook-off’ between a number of Australian expat 
chefs and showcased Australian products. Again, this highlighted the 
success of our Consulate and AusTrade co-operating to drive the 
trade relationship between our two countries.   

 

The Ambassador and chefs at the Taste of Australia Nosh Saigon Supper Club Dinner  

 
The delegation at the Taste of Australia Nosh Saigon Supper Club Dinner 

Interflour, Ba Ring-Vang Tau province 

5.30 On Friday, 22 April 2016, the delegation travelled to Ba Ria-Vang Tau province, 
some 100 kilometres from Ho Chi Minh City for a tour of the Interflour/Intermalt 
storage and port facilities. 
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5.31 Hon Mark Lewis provided the following impressions of this visit: 

Mr James Kirton, General Manager for Interflour, provided the 
delegation with an overview of Interflour’s operations. 
Western Australia’s Co-operative Bulk Handling (CBH) bought into 
the company in 2004-05, which represents Australia’s largest 
investment in Vietnam (by a long way). Whilst Vietnam is a large 
exporter of rice (6 to 7 million tonnes per year), it is a significant 
importer of wheat and malt barley. 

Vietnam presents an even larger opportunity for wheat products, as 
the current consumption by locals is only 10kg per capita compared 
to Australia’s 121kg.  

The delegation toured the port and storage facilities, noting the 
efficiencies of operation and cost structure, which, operating in a low 
cost country, offers value adding to Australian raw commodities. 

     

 
The delegation at the Interflour facilities 
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People’s Council of Ba Ria-Vung Tau 

5.32 The delegation then went to meet with the People’s Council of Ba Ria-Vung Tau.  

5.33 Hon Mark Lewis provided the following impressions of the delegation’s meetings in 
Ba Ria-Vung Tau: 

A formal meeting with the People’s Council was held and, again, the 
emphasis was on continuing the excellent relationship and how the 
two parties could enhance trade and investment between the province 
and Western Australia. The focus again was on agricultural products, 
education and services. Following the formal reception our host 
invited the delegation to lunch where further discussions on our 
developing relationship were held. 

 
Hon Barry House and Mr Tran Dinh Khoa, Vice Chairman, 

People’s Council of Ba Ria-Vung Tau  

 
The delegation and the People’s Council of Ba Ria-Vung Tau  
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6 COSTS 

6.1 The cost of the trip as set out in a travel submission approved by the Clerk of the 
Legislative Council in February 2016 was estimated at $65,000. 

6.2 The actual costs were as follows:8 

Item Cost 

Airfares $27,493.80 

Accommodation and meals $11,430.25 

Gifts $369.06 

Ground transportation $1,372.09 

Government of Western Australia Trade and 
Investment Office networking function 

 
1,005.93 

Nosh Taste of Australia function (Ho Chi Minh 
City) 

306.31 

Total cost of delegation $41,977.44 

 
 

7 CONCLUSION 

7.1 Hon Robyn McSweeney provided the following concluding comments on the 
delegation’s visit to Singapore: 

Singapore is an amazing country just five hours flying time from 
Perth and on the same time zone. Our continuing presence in 
Singapore with our Western Australian Trade and Investment Office 
is vital for Western Australian trade. Our potential in ASEAN could 
grow enormously as it is the world’s 7th largest economy with a 
mixture of cultures, languages and food styles. It has an increasing 
protein demand and increasing dairy use. The Australia-ASEAN-New 
Zealand Free Trade Agreement was signed in 2010 and the Trans 
Pacific Partnership is pending ratification. Our delegation did much 
to continue the good will and friendship between our two countries. 

 

8  Minor travel costs had not been finalised at the time of publication. 
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7.2 In Vietnam, despite the very busy program, the delegation was well received by the 
friendly Vietnamese people and all hosts. We were made most welcome and the 
impression was given that Vietnam was keen for investment in the country and they 
were open for trade. 

7.3 There are many exciting opportunities from Australian exporters to Vietnam, and in 
building relationships between our two countries and, in particular, Western Australia. 
Like China, trade with Vietnam will take time and continued efforts, but will be 
beneficial to this State in the future. 

7.4 As the head of this delegation, my general impressions of Vietnam were very positive. 
The people everywhere were welcoming, friendly and professional. There is enormous 
potential for greater co-operation and links in trade, commerce, education, tourism and 
business. The clear indication was that Vietnam is ‘open for business and keen to 
engage with the world’. 

7.5 I am confident our delegation will help establish some positive and constructive links 
between Western Australia and Vietnam. 

7.6 There is always a strong focus on the large economies of China and India, but 
Western Australia has many opportunities to engage successfully with the rapidly 
emerging economies of Vietnam, Thailand, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and other emerging 
middle-classes, through the established gateways of Singapore and Hong Kong. 

7.7 This Parliamentary delegation was a very worthwhile and valuable activity. I am sure 
we helped open some doors to future communication and relationships between 
Western Australia and these areas of South East Asia. 

7.8 I express my appreciation to the delegation participants, the various organisations and 
staff who assisted in organising this travel, and to our hosts in Singapore and Vietnam 
for their engagement and hospitality. 

 

 
Hon Barry House MLC 
President 
 
30 June 2016 
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