
Biodiversity Conservation Bill 2015: Questions taken on notice during 
consideration in Committee in the Legislative Council on 23 August 
2016. 

1. Question asked by the Hon Adele Farina MLC on Tuesday 23 August, 2016 
(Hansard page 4970. 

Would the Minister just put on the record how many members of the 
Conservation and Parks Commission have expertise in the area of biodiversity 
conservation? 

Of the seven members appointed to the Conservation and Parks Commission on 7 May 
2016, all have some level of professional or business expertise that is appropriate for 
consideration of biodiversity conservation matters relevant to the functions of the 
Commission. 

Two members have postgraduate qualifications in Science or Environmental Science, 
Dr Regina Flugge and Professor Ross Dowling. 

Five members were previously members of either the Marine Parks and Reserves 
Authority (Professor Chris Doepel, and Mr Kim Colero) or the Conservation 
Commission (Ms Regina Flugge, Professor Ross Dowling and Mr Brian Middleton) and 
have considered the conservation of biodiversity in their previous roles, in particular in 
relation to the lands and waters for which those authorities have management planning 
powers. 
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2. Questions asked by the Hon Adele Farina MLC on Tuesday 23 August, 2016 
(Hansard page 4973) in relation to the Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
(TSSC) and Threatened Ecological Communities Scientific Committee (TECSC). 

2.1 In the last 12 months, how many times has each of those committees met and 
when was the last time they met? 

The TSSC has met once in the last 12 months and the TECSC has met twice in the last 
12 months. The last meeting of the TSSC was on 22 June 2016 and the last meeting of 
the TECSC was on 17 May 2016. 

2.2 How many times in the last 12 months has each of those committees provided 
advice to the Minister? 

Each committee has provided advice once in regard to possible list amendments over 
the last 12 months. 

2.3 How many times in the last 12 months has the Minister actually requested advice 
from either of those Committees? 

The Minister has not made a formal request for advice from these committees in the last 
12 months and has been satisfied with the advice they have provided in that period with 
respect to listing proposals. 

The Minister can also request expert scientific advice through the Department of Parks 
and Wildlife which has a very well respected Science and Conservation Division, with 
highly respected expert scientists. The Department also has high level and ongoing 
contact with biodiversity science experts located within the State, interstate and 
intemationally and can access relevant information through these contact channels in 
order to provide expert scientific advice to the Minister. 


