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5.1 Collection of waste and recycling materials

Figure 5.1 shows the statewide total W&R collection as reported by local 

governments by type of service and a comparison of the collection levels by the 

metropolitan and non-metropolitan local governments.

In this report, waste and recycling (W&R) materials collected by local 

government are differentiated according to the type of collection service:

• Kerbside

• Vergeside

• Drop-off

• Public place and special events (PP&SE).

Collected materials are further disaggregated according to their destination, 

namely:

• Disposed to landfill

• Recovered for recycling or re-use.

Figure 5.1 Quantity of W&R materials reported as collected by service type across 

the State, and by metropolitan and non-metropolitan local governments
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5.2 Destination of waste and recycling materials

Across the state out of the 30% of waste diverted from disposal to landfill, 

the majority was recovered from kerbside services, with smaller quantities 

recovered from drop off and vergeside services.  Figures 5.2 and 5.3 below 

show that for metropolitan local governments most recovered materials are 

collected from the kerbside (23% of all collections), while outside of the non-

metropolitan area, most recovered materials are collected from drop-off 

facilities (12% of all collections).

Figure 5.2  Proportion of waste reported as handled by metropolitan 

local governments by destination, and the disaggregation of recovered 

materials by type of collection service

Figure 5.3 Proportion of waste reported as handled by non-metropolitan 

local governments by destination, and the disaggregation of recovered 

materials by type of collection service
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Statewide:

•  Total kerbside collection 

was about 985,000 

tonnes or 68% of the 

total collection across 

the State

•  Drop-off collection 

contributed about 

296,00 tonnes or 20%

•  Vergeside collection 

   was about 140,00      

   tonnes or 10%

•  PP&SE collection was 

about 29,000 tonnes 

   or 2%.

Of the total W&R 
materials collected 
by metropolitan 
councils:

•  Kerbside collection was 

about 738,000 tonnes 

or 74%

•  Drop-off collection 

contributed about 

118,000 tonnes or 12%

•  Vergeside collection 

about 122,000 tonnes 

or 12%

•  PP&SE was about 

16,000 tonnes or 2%.

Of the total W&R 
materials collected 
by non-metropolitan 
councils:

•  Kerbside collection 

in these regions was 

about 247,000 tonnes 

or 54%

•  Drop-off collections 

contributed about 

177,000 tonnes or 39%

•  Vergeside collection 

was about 18,000 

tonnes or 4%

•  PP&SE was about 

13,000 tonnes or 3%.

In summary
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Kerbside services are defined as containerised, regular, frequent collection of 

waste and or/recyclables from the front of residential premises. 

Average participant rates, service delivery methods and proportion of 

households provided with kerbside services are given in Appendix A. 

6.1 Kerbside general waste directly disposed to   
 landfill

Across the state, 126 local governments (24 metropolitan and 102 non-

metropolitan) reported providing a kerbside waste collection service where 

waste was directly disposed to landfill.  Of the eight local governments that did 

not provide this service, six were metropolitan local governments that directed 

all kerbside waste to an Alternative Waste Treatment (AWT) facility, and two 

were non-metropolitan governments that largely depended on 

drop-off collection services.

In 2013-14 local governments reported collecting around 582,000 tonnes of 

kerbside waste in Western Australia for direct disposal to landfill.  Table 6.1 

provides quantities collected in the metropolitan and non-metropolitan areas 

from this service.

6 Kerbside services

Table 6-1  Quantities collected from kerbside waste services for 

disposal to landfill services in 2013-14

Geographic 
Region

Number LGAs 
with service 

Tonnes 
Collected 

Tonnes 
collected per 
household

Tonnes 
collected 

per person

Statewide 125 582,173 0.74 0.29

Metropolitan 24 386,709 0.70 0.28

Non-metropolitan 101 195,464 0.86 0.31

  

Geographic 
Region

Number 
LGAs with 

service 

Tonnes 
Collected 

Tonnes to 
landfill

Tonnes 
Recovered

Tonnes 
collected per 
household

Tonnes 
collected 

per person

Statewide 10 187,670 88,859 98,811 0.66 0.26

Metropolitan 10 187,670 88,859 98,811 0.66 0.26

Non-metropolitan 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00

Table 6-2  Quantities collected and recovered from kerbside waste to AWT 

services in 2012-13

6.2 Kerbside wastes disposed to an Alternative    
 Waste Treatment (AWT) facility

Ten local governments reported providing a kerbside general waste collection 

service where waste was processed at an AWT facility. Four of these local 

governments also reported a waste to landfill service, mostly due to facility 

capacity restrictions.  

In 2013-14 187,670 tonnes of kerbside waste was reported as collected for 

treatment at an AWT facility with around 53% of this material reported as 

recovered.  Table 6.2 details the quantities collected and recovered from this 

service in 2013-14.
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6.3 Kerbside recycling

Co-mingled & separated dry recyclables

A total of 90 local governments (29 metropolitan and 61 non-metropolitan) 

reported providing kerbside recycling collection services to their residents.  

Table 6-3 lists the frequency of kerbside recycling services, the type and size of 

container, and the type of recyclable materials collected.  It shows the majority 

of local governments that provided co-mingled dry recycling service collected 

these bins fortnightly.

Local governments reported that around 197,000 tonnes of recyclable materials 

were collected from kerbside services in 2013-14. Over 158,000 tonnes, or 

around 80%, of these materials were reported as recovered.  Table 6-4 details 

the quantities collected and recovered from these services in 2013-14. 

Service                        Container Size                   Frequency                 Number of 
                                                                                                Local Governments

Co-mingled service

    240L MGB                        Weekly                             5
                                            Fortnightly                         83
                                           Monthly                            1

Containers only

                                     120L  MGB                       Weekly                            1
                                     240L  MGB                    Fortnightly                          1
   

Paper and Cardboard

                                     120L  MGB                       Weekly                            1   
                                                                                                                            

Table 6-3  Number of local governments providing kerbside recycling services, 

by container type and size, and frequency of collection service

Geographic 
Region

Number 
LGAs with 

service 

Tonnes 
Collected 

Tonnes to 
landfill

Tonnes 
Recovered

Tonnes 
collected per 
household

Tonnes 
collected 

per person

Statewide 90 196,754 38,437 158,317 0.24 0.09

Metropolitan 29 154,458 30,672 123,786 0.24 0.09

Non-metropolitan 61 42,296 7,765 34,531 0.24 0.09

Table 6-4  Quantities collected and recovered from kerbside recycling services 

in 2013-14

6 Kerbside services

Kerbside separated organics

Seven local governments (four metropolitan and three non-metropolitan) 

offered a kerbside separated organics collection service in 2013-14.  This service 

type includes green waste collections and a combined greenwaste – food 

waste service provided by the City of Bunbury in 2013-14.

Local governments reported collecting around 19,000 tonnes of separated 

green waste from the kerbside in 2013-14. Around 17,000 tonnes, or around 

90%, of the green waste was reported as recovered.  Table 6-5 details the 

quantities collected and recovered from this service in 2013-14.

Geographic 
Region

Number LGAs 
with service 

Tonnes 
Collected 

Tonnes to 
landfill

Tonnes 
Recovered

Tonnes 
collected per 
household 

Tonnes 
collected per 

person 

Statewide 7 18,654 1,939 16,715 0.22 0.09

Metropolitan 4 9,508 1,346 8,162 0.19 0.08

Non-
metropolitan 

3 9,146 593 8,553 0.27 0.10

Table 6-5 Quantities collected and recovered from kerbside separated organics 

services in 2013-14
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Vergeside collection services are intermittent, non-containerised collection of 

bulky wastes, such as green wastes (e.g. grass or flower cuttings and hedge 

trimmings) and hard wastes (e.g. furniture, mattresses and white goods).

Across the State, 61 local governments reported providing a vergeside green 

waste collection and 71 reported providing a hard waste collection.  Fifty seven 

of these local governments offered both a green and hard waste vergeside 

service.  

A number of local governments reported difficulty in estimating the quantities of 

materials collected and disposed from vergeside collection services in 2013-14. 

The quantities reported here should be interpreted cautiously.

Table 7-0 lists the number of local governments by frequency of vergeside 

green waste and hard waste collections.  It shows the majority of councils 

collect vergeside green and hard waste either annually or biannually with only a 

smaller proportion offering a different frequency of collection

Green waste service Hard waste service

Frequency Statewide Metropolitan Non-
Metropolitan

Statewide Metropolitan Non-
Metropolitan

1 x year 23 6 17 42 13 29

2 x year 22 10 12 16 11 5

4 x year 4 3 1 2 1 1

On demand 3 3 4 3 1

Other 10 7 3 7 2 5

Grand total 62 29 33 71 30 41

Table 7-0  Reported frequency of vergeside services in 2013-14

7 Vergeside services

Table 7-1  Reported quantities collected and recovered from vergeside green 

waste services in 2013-14

Tonnes 
collected

Tonnes to 
landfill

Tonnes recov-
ered

Tonnes 
collected per 
household

Tonnes 
collected per 

person

Statewide 58,434 4,124 54,310 0.07 0.03

Metropolitan 51,576 2,836 48,740 0.07 0.03

Non-
metropolitan 

6,858 1,288 5,570 0.05 0.02

16

7.1 Vergeside green waste

As shown in Table 7-0, 29 metropolitan local governments and 33 non-

metropolitan local governments reported providing a vergeside green waste 

collection to their residents.  

A total of around 58,000 tonnes of green waste material was reported collected 

from vergeside services in 2013-14.  Around 54,000 tonnes, or 93% of this 

material was reported as recovered.   Table 7.1 details the quantities collected 

and recovered from this service in 2013-14. 



Tonnes Collected Tonnes to landfill Tonnes 
Recovered

Tonnes 
collected per 
household

Tonnes 
collected per 

person

Statewide 81,943 76,544 5,399 0.10 0.04

Metropolitan 70,748 67,105 3,643 0.10 0.04

Non-
metropolitan 

11,195 9,439 1,756 0.08 0.03

Table 7-2  Reported quantities collected and recovered from vergeside hard waste 

services in 2013-14

7 Vergeside services
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7.2 Vergeside hard waste

All of the 30 metropolitan local governments and 41 non-metropolitan local 

governments reported providing a vergeside hard waste collection service to 

their residents in 2013-14.

A total of around 82,000 tonnes of hard waste was reported as collected from 

vergeside services in 2013-14.  Around 5,000 tonnes, or 7%, of this material 

was reported as recovered.   Table 7-2 details the quantities collected and 

recovered from this service in 2013-14.  



Drop-off services are provided at central locations, usually at a waste depot, 

where residents  can bring their waste for disposal or recycling using cars, utility 

vehicles or trailers.  

Non-metropolitan local governments that do not provide kerbside and/or 

vergeside services may provide drop-off recycling services at a local landfill 

or a transfer station.  In some non-metropolitan local governments recycling 

services are provided by not-for-profit organisations such as the Lions Club.  

Both metropolitan and non-metropolitan householders with kerbside recycling 

services may also have access to drop off facilities at landfills or transfer stations 

operated by local governments or regional councils.  In some local government 

areas, residents may have access to more than one drop off facility.  Table 8-0 

shows the number of drop-off facilities provided as reported to the census in 

2013-14.  

Local government drop-off W&R facilities

Waste service Container 
recycling service

Green waste 
service

Hardwaste 
recycling service

Statewide 171 134 123 115

Metropolitan 13 23 18 15

Non-Metropolitan 158 111 105 100

Facilities operated by private & not for profit groups (as reported by local governments)*

Waste service Container 
recycling service

Green waste 
service

Hardwaste 
recycling service

Statewide 24 36 11 16

Metropolitan 7 4 4 5

Non-Metropolitan 17 32 7 11

Table 8-0  Reported number of drop-off W&R facilities in 2013-14

* Local governments may not have access to data from waste recovery facilities operated by private & not for profit groups 

located their jurisdiction.

8 Drop-off services
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8.1 Drop-off mixed waste

A total of around 177,000 tonnes of mixed waste was reported as dropped off 

by residents at local government or regional council facilities in 2013-14.  Around 

4,000 tonnes, or 2%, of this material was reported as recovered.   Table 8-1 

details the quantities collected and recovered from this service in 2013-14.  

Number LGAs 
with service 

Collected Landfill Recovered

Statewide 104 177,268 173,357 3,911

Metropolitan 13 71,111 68,269 2,842

Non-metropolitan 91 106,157 105,088 1,069

Table 8-1  Reported quantities collected and recovered from drop-off 

mixed waste services in 2013-14

8.2 Drop-off recyclables 

A total of around 11,000 tonnes of dry mixed recyclables were reported as 

dropped off by residents in 2013-14.  Around 10,000 tonnes, or 94%, of this 

material was reported as recovered.  Table 8-2 details the quantities collected 

and recovered from this service in 2013-14.  

8 Drop-off services

Number LGAs 
with service 

Collected Landfill Recovered

Statewide 82 10,602 628 9,974 

Metropolitan 14 4,439 - 4,439

Non-metropolitan 68 6,163 628 5,535

Table 8-2  Reported quantities collected and recovered from drop-off 

recyclables 2013-14

8.3 Drop-off green waste

A total of around 80,000 tonnes of green waste was reported as dropped off 

by residents in 2013-14.  Around 66,000 tonnes, or 83%, of this material was 

reported as recovered.  Table 8-3 details the quantities collected and recovered 

from this service in 2013-14.  

Number LGAs 
with service 

Collected Landfill Recovered

Statewide 78 79,975 13,852 66,123

Metropolitan 12 35,740 4,284 31,456

Non-metropolitan 66 44,235 9,568 34,667

Table 8-3  Reported quantities collected and recovered from drop-off 

green waste services in 2013-14
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8 Drop-off services

8.4 Drop-off hard waste

A total of around 28,000 tonnes of hard waste was reported as dropped 

off by residents in 2013-14.  Around 20,000 tonnes, or 73%, of this material 

was reported as recovered.   Table 8-4 details the quantities collected and 

recovered from this service in 2013-14.  

8.5 Regional Council drop-off facilities

Drop-off W&R facilities were provided for residents by five regional councils in 

2013-14: Southern Metropolitan Regional Council; Eastern Metropolitan Regional 

Council; Mindarie Regional Council; Western Metropolitan Regional Council; and 

Bunbury-Harvey Regional Council.

The amounts of waste (domestic only) reported as collected, landfilled and 

recovered at these drop-off facilities in 2013-14 disaggregated by waste type is 

shown in Table 8-5.  These services and quantities have been included in Tables 

8-2 through to 8-5.

Number LGAs 
with service 

Collected Landfill Recovered

Statewide 73 28,017 7,621 20,396

Metropolitan 10 7,127 564 6,563

Non-metropolitan 63 20,890 7,057 13,833

Table 8-4  Reported quantities collected and recovered from drop-off hard 

waste services in 2013-14

Table 8-5  Reported quantities collected and recovered 

at regional council drop-off facilities in 2013-14

Waste type Collected Landfill Recovered

Mixed waste 21,893 21,343 550

Dry recyclables 3,857 - 3,857

Green waste 17,252 - 17,252

Hard waste 6,175 2,250 3,925
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