
~\ (~. ~ ' ; ' ~-; 
~~~~~ ~; ~~" 

~ llfili.' 
~--

Premier of Western Australia 

Our Ref: 78492-02 

The Hon Michael Sutherland MLA 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
Legislative Council 
Parliament House 
Perth WA 6000 

Dear Mr Speaker 

4756 

ADDENDUM TO THE REPORT INTO THE SPECIAL INQUIRY INTO THE JANUARY 
2016 WAROONA FIRE 

I refer to "Reframing Rural Fire Management" - Report into the Special Inquiry into 
the January 2016 Waroona Fire Volume 1 tabled on 23 June 2016 (the Report) 
(tabled paper number 4260). 

I seek your approval to add a 1 page addendum (attached) to the Report in 
accordance with Standing Order 156. 

Since tabling, it has come to my attention that a quote from a hearing before the 
Special Inquiry was used out of context. The relevant quote, which appears at page 
244 of the Report, related to an incident which occurred in Bremer Bay in 2012. 
However, that is not stipulated in the Report. It is possible that the quote may be 
misconstrued as being a statement in relation to the Waroona fire and in particular, 
about the Chief Bushfire Control Officer for Waroona, Mr John Twaddle. 

It is therefore proposed that a portion of the quote be removed and a new page 244 
inserted as an addendum to the Report in order to correct the ,ecard and address any 
undue detriment suffered by Mr Twaddle. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter further please contact Lindsay Warner, 
AlExecutive Director, Public Sector Commission on 6552 8670 or via 
lindsay.warner@psc.wa.gov.au. 

Yours sincerely 

Colin Barnett MLA 
PREMIER 
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The Planning Officer for Operational Period 2 advised the Special Inquiry that: 

Ideally ... the Chief Bushfire Control Officer, if they've got the skills, should come in 
and be part of the incident management team. 26 

l\S to the type of role slutable for a CBFCO, tIhe IC for Operational Period 2 also expressed 
the follO'.vingviEl'Na view as to the type of role suitable for a CBFCO: 

I would not put a Chief Bush Fire Control Officer as a sector Commander. Their 
value in an incident of the -magnitude of this one is at a much higher level in the 
incident management team .. : they should have been somewhere in more of a advisory 
fire management role over viewing and providing input at a whole range of levels, the 
decision making, the local community, the operations. 27 

During the Waroona fire, the CBFCO for the Shire of Waroona was located at the ICC at 
times acting in a liaison role for the IC. The IC for Operational Period 2 told the Special 
Inquiry that: 

I don't think he ..,~'as particularly comfortable; it 'was a "',Jery steep karning 
curve for him. Sometimes e';en experienced people aren't cOlnfortable, -but, 
he 'was the . sort o.fon my hip to talk about local matters; andpro"',Jide advice
to me 07Q local matters, where I knew more uniwrsal, global things about the 
structure; he kne ... ~' the detail in toi'rm ... 

I have a view that we can't do business ... effectively without. local 
- government, broadly, in emergency management of bushfires, - and 

specifically without local input from the brigades, and the Chief [Bush Fire 
Control Officer]. 28 

The Special Inquiry heard from theCBFCO for the Shire of Harvey - who· spent his time on 
the fIre ground with his brigade members - that he was in regular conta:ct with the CBFCO 
for the Shire ofWaroona when he was the liaison officer in the.IMT. 'However: 

SPECIAL INQUIRER: Now; after [the Chief Bushfire Control Officer for Waroona] 
left the [IMT] at 110 'clock [in the morning] on Thursday [7 January], were there any 
other communications by you -back to either on the radio or face to face or you going 
back into Waroona [ICC]? 

WITNESS: No. Basically once [the Chief Bushfire Control Officer for Waroona] had 
left, as I say, that was pretty much the - you know, the last time I sort of spoke to 
anybody in there. 29 

26 Carter, 1, Hearing 1 April 2016 
27 Marr, G., Hearing, 26 April 2016 
28 Marr, G., Hearing, 18 March 2016 
29 Penny, P., Hearing, 4 April 2016 
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