
STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO REQUEST TO MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
ABOUT RESPONSE TO QUESTION ON NOTICE 111 

 
The Member for South Metropolitan, the Hon Nick Goiran on 13 September 
complained to the house about information he received in response to question 111, 
and requested a correction when Parliament resumed.  
 
The question is as follows: 

 
‘How many abortions were approved at 20 weeks or later, with the justification for the 
abortion being given as ‘Trisomy 21,’ between 1 July 1999 and 31 December 2016?” 

 
The answer provided was: 

 
“A panel appointed by the Minister for Health considers applications for induced 
abortions at 20 weeks gestation or more. Due to changes in the documentation 
process implemented in 2014, information is only available for cases in 2015 and 
2016. 

 
The panel did not approve any post 20 week abortions for Trisomy 21 for the calendar 
years of 2015, and 2016.” 
 
The response provided to question 111 is accurate and consistent with a reasonable 
interpretation of the question. As the question referred to “approved by” and 
“justification for”, it was answered with the clinical justification cited by the Ministerial 
Panel for approving post 20 week abortions. Post 20 week terminations need to be 
considered by the panel, and need panel approval before they can proceed. No 
terminations were approved by the Panel in 2015 and 2016, where Trisomy 21 was 
identified as the clinical justification for approval.  

 
The Panel’s documentation process prior to November 2014 has insufficient detail to 
identify any instances where Trisomy 21 was the justification for an approval. The 
documentation changes did not alter the panel approval process, but enabled more 
detailed information to be reported on the cases they reviewed.  
 
The Honourable Member has queried the answer that data was not available prior to 
November 2014, because he indicated in the Parliament that he has seen the data.  
 
The observance of some data about abortions referred to by the Honourable Member 
emanates from a process under Minister Hames, whereby the Hon. Nick Goiran was 
provided with, or viewed a spreadsheet version of abortions notification form data 
which included the detail about the “reason for abortion”. This is data abortions 
performed 20 weeks gestation or later, not data on approvals. It is understood this 
happened on one occasion. This should not have occurred, and under this 
Government it will not occur. On the basis that he has seen some data, he is insistent 
that it is available for the period prior to November 2014.  
 
The provision of Abortion notification form data in a ‘spreadsheet’ format containing 
confidential detailed information including ‘reason for abortion,’ is a precedent that 



should not be repeated.  The recommendation that this should not occur is based on 
respecting the confidentiality of the notification of abortion process.  
 
The member asked for justifications for late term termination approvals, not those 
performed. An answer on justifications for approvals was provided, and this data is 
only available from November 2014. Not all approvals result in a termination being 
performed. Abortion notification form data about terminations performed is available 
from 1999. It is a different data set.  
 
I would like to offer the Honourable Member a Departmental briefing to endeavour to 
attempt to clarify abortion data collection and this will be provided in a manner which 
respects and protects patient confidentiality.  
 


