
Ruling by President - Correction of Answers 

On 9 November 2017 at the conclusion of question time, Hon Martin Aldridge 

raised a point of order in respect to a further answer given by the Leader of the 

House to question without notice No. 770. He has asked me to rule on 

whether the further answer provided conforms to the standards expected of 

this House. 

I refer members to my ruling regarding the answering of questions by ministers 

given two days earlier. I reiterate that it is not the Chair's responsibility to tell 

ministers how they should respond to questions, provided an answer is within 

the standing orders. It is also not the Presiding Officer's role to determine 

whether an answer is correct. Therefore, there is no point of order. 

There are, however, certain courtesies that members usually observe when 

providing answers that correct information in earlier answers. These are set 

out in a statement made by President House on Tuesday, 22 March 2016 when 

he said, and I quote: 

When it is discovered that an answer given in any capacity is inaccurate, 
the minister or parliamentary secretary has an obligation to correct the 
record at the earliest opportunity, and the usual practice is to also 
apologise to the house for the error. 

The obligation on members to correct inaccurate answers is to ensure that 

they do not mislead the house. The deliberate provision of false information 

to the House would constitute a grave contempt. To avoid any suggestion that 

such a contempt has occurred, a member will usually correct inaccurate 

answers at the earliest opportunity. They will usually also apologise to the 

House for the error because regardless of in what capacity the answer is given, 

they are personally responsible for it. 

For the benefit of members, I table two extracts from Hansard of corrections 

to answers, one from this House and one from the other place, that 

demonstrate the usual courtesies. 

Tabled Paper 

Extract Hansard, LC, Tuesday, 28 June 2016, p4107d-4107d 

Extract Hansard, LA, Thursday, 13 November 2008, p318c-31Bc 



Extract from Hansa1'd 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 28 June 2016] 

p4107d-4107d 
Hon Donna Faragher 

MENTAL HEALTH - BEDS 

Question without Notice 3j6 - Correction of Answe1' 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan - Minister for Planning) [5.08 pm]: On behalf of the 
Minister for Health, I would like to provide a correction to the answer to part (1)(c) to Hon Stephen Dawson's 
question without notice 356, which was asked on Thursday, 7 April 2016. The answer provided was five older 
adult mental health beds. The correct answer should read "four older mental health adult beds" and I apologise to 
the house for that error. 

11] 



Extract from Ha1lsard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 13 November 2008] 

p318c-318c 
Dr Elizabeth Constable 

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE 48 

Correction to Answer 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands - Minister for Education) [2.52 pm]: I would like to correct my answer 
to a question asked of me earlier today. I was first informed about the incident at the school at 11.45 am 
yesterday, not Tuesday, I apologise for my error. 

[I] 


