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Erratum - Racing and Wagering Western Australia Annual Report 2017/18 

We are pleased to present the 2017/18 

Annual Report for Racing and Wagering 

Western Australia (RWWA). 

RWWA continues to perform its role as 

the Principal Racing Authority (PRA) for all 

three codes of racing in Western Australia 

and as the operator of the WA TAB. 

Historically, the sport of Racing has 

been a favourite pastime and prominent 

community fixture in Australia, however 

the racing industry is facing significant 

challenges in terms of maintaining 

its relevance among an increasingly 

competitive consumer entertainment 

and wagering marketplace. 

RWWA is proactively progressing 

various initiatives with key stakeholders 

locally, and at the national level, 

to navigate these challenges while 

in the sport, with 823,000 people 

attending race meetings annually. 

Since its inception in 2003, RWWA has 

increased its annual funding to the 

racing industry from $63M to more than 

$157M in 2017/18. 

In August 2018, RWWA announced a 

record $157.4M in annual distribution 

and industry fund ing, up $6M on the 

previous year. This funding came on the 

back of a stable performance from the 

WA TAB and improved income from the 

WA Race Bets Levy. 

The WA TAB continues to provide a 

significant revenue stream from betting 

on national and international racing and 

sporting product which, together with 

increased revenues from the WA Race 

Bets Levy, provided the organisation 

continuing to enhance the racing the capacity to increase its funding 

industry's significant contribution to the commitment to the WA racing industry. 

Western Australian economy. 
Financial Performance 

The WA racing industry continues to RWWA continues to evolve relevant 

provide a vital contribution to the State's strategies and operations while managing 

economic performance, generating expenses across its multiple business 

more than $821M in real gross value units, lifting productivity and increasing 

add to the economy and accounting for wagering revenues over the last year to 

more than 24,000 people - or 1 in 79 of afford greater investment back to the 

WAs adult population - who participate racing industry. 

Overall revenues for 2017/18 were 

$404.7M comprised of $321.5M from 

wagering, $58.4M from WA Race Bets 

Levy and $24.8M from other items. 

Income generated by the WA Race Bets 

Levy from domestic and international 

wagering operators betting on WA 

racing increased by 8.2% or $4.4M 

for the year, growing from $54.0M to 

$58.4M (see Note 27 & 41 in Financial 

Statements: Grants and Subsidies from 

State Government) . 

The WA Race Bets Levy is revenue 

paid to RWWA but is treated as Grants 

Income from the State Government 

because RWWA operates as both the 

PRA and wagering operator. 

It is important to note that while RWWA 

reported a net deficit of $9.1M having 

distributed available funds for relevant 

racing infrastructure, as outlined below, 

the WA TAB produced a profit in 2017/18 

of $133M excluding support costs. 

The 2017/18 financial year incorporated 

a 53rd trading week generating further 

wagering revenue of $4M and improving 

performance overall. 

Chart 1: Wagering Revenue and Other Income (2012 - 2018) 
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