
NOTICE UNDER SECTION 82 OF THE FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT ACT 2006 

On 30 August 2018, I requested that question 745 be taken on notice in the 
Legislative Council insofar as that question related to redacted portions of a letter 
dated 24 August 2018. Pursuant to section 82(1)(a) of the Financial Management 
Act 2006, I give notice to both Houses that I have decided not to provide that 
redacted information to Parliament. 

The question from Hon Tjorn Sibma and answer by the Parliamentary Secretary 
representing the Minister for Health was: 

745. Hon T JORN SIBMA to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for 
Health: 

I note the letter written by the Minister for Health to the director general of the Department of 
Health, Dr Russell-Weisz, on 20 August 2018, which sought urgent confirmation of 
departmental responses to the revelations of the Corruption and Crime Commission's report 
into practices at the North Metropolitan Health Service. 

(1) Has the minister received a response from Dr Russell-Weisz; and, if not, when does he 
expect to receive a response and how has this expectation been communicated directly to Dr 
Russell-Weisz? 

(2) Will the minister table Dr Russell-Weisz's response if it has been or when it is received; 
and, if not, why not? 

(3) Can the minister outline all the occasions on which he or his office have had interactions 
with Dr Russell-Weisz since the CCC tabled its report on 16 August 2018, what the nature 
and times of those interactions have been, and which individuals were participants in those 
interactions? 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1) The minister received an initial response from Dr Russell-Weisz on 24 August 2018. 

(2) Yes, a redacted version has been provided, pending legal advice. I table that letter. 

[See paper 1700.] 

(3) The minister and his office routinely have had multiple daily interactions with Dr Russell
Weisz since 16 August 2018. A log is not maintained. 

On 30 August 2018, in response to a question from Hon Tjorn Sibma I provided a 
redacted version of a letter dated 24 August 2018 from Dr Russell-Weisz. The 
redacted section of the letter referred to matters that were not directly related to the 
question being asked. I undertook to seek legal advice regarding disclosure of the 
remainder of the letter. 

I have now decided that it is reasonable and appropriate to not provide the 
remainder of the letter on the basis that disclosure of the information could result in 
detriment to the State as it has the potential to adversely impact on potential legal 
action currently under consideration. While consideration of these issues is at an 
early stage and as such it is not possible to definitively form a view that release of 
this information to Parliament would have an adverse impact on this process, I am 
sufficiently satisfied of the potential for, and magnitude of, that risk. 



In making this decision, I have specifically considered the public interest in 
accountability for the expenditure of public monies and the efficient and effective 
management of those monies, and the inherent public interest in the provision of 
information to Parliament. However, after careful consideration of all the issues, the 
potential prejudice that will result from the disclosure of the information in this case 
is of such a magnitude that the information should not be disclosed notwithstanding 
those competing public interests. 

The reasons set out above are provided in accordance with my obligations under 
section 82(2) of the Financial Management Act 2006. Notice is also being provided 
to the Auditor General in accordance with section 82(1)(b) of the Financial 
Management 006. 
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