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Dear Attorney General 

Criminal Jurisdiction 

I write in relation to the Courts Jurisdiction Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2017, which I am advised is again before Parliament this week. 

In that context, it is important that I apprise you of the following. 

As you will know, the Supreme Court has, for some time, been 
operating on the basis that six judges sit full time in the criminal 
jurisdiction. 

Even with that significant commitment of judicial resources to the 
criminal list, the work of the court is such that the time taken to bring 
matters to trial has been steadily worsening. At the time of the 
introduction of the Courts Jurisdiction Legislation Amendment Bill 
2017 (October 2017), the median time to trial was 30 weeks. The 
median time has not dropped below that level since and, indeed, has 
steadily increased. It is now 36 weeks, and has remained that way for 
the past 3 months. 

Particularly given the high number of accused awaiting trial on 
remand, this trend is of considerable concern. 
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The Courts Jurisdiction Legislation Amendment Bill 2017 was, of 
course, intended to address the resourcing needs of the Courts in 
Western Australia and to ensure that offences are dealt with in a 
timely manner. 

The criminal workload of the Supreme Court will only increase in 
2019, with a number of trials of significant duration due to commence, 
including the trial of Bradley Edwards which (with pre-trial matters 
and the hearing) is likely to occupy one judge full time for the better 
part of a year. At the same time, as you are aware, Justice McGrath, 
who previously sat full time in crime, has recently been appointed to 
head a Commonwealth Royal Commission. While arrangements have 
been made for some aspects of his criminal case load to be covered, 
those arrangements are not a substitute for a full time judge. 

I raise these matters now so as to emphasise the impOliance of the 
jurisdictional changes proposed by Courts Jurisdiction Legislation 
Amendment Bill 20 17. If those changes do not come into effect in the 
near future, the time taken to bring matters to trial will inevitably 
worsen (with all of the adverse effects that that will bring). 

Please call me should you have any queries. 

The Hon Justice Peter umlan 
Chief Justice of Western Australia 
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