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Western Australian Respectful Relationships Teaching Support Program 

Action required 
That the Minister for Education and Training note the following information. 

Background 

• 

• 

• 
• 

The McGowan Government's Stopping Family and Domestic Violence policy 
initiatives include a commitment to identify evidence-based, respectful relationships 
education programs, suitable for delivery in schools. The Western Australian 
Respectful Relationships Teaching Support Program (RRTSP) will be coordinated 
by the Department of Communities (Communities) supported by a community 
service sector organisation with appropriate expertise. 
The aim is to address the attitudinal and behavioural drivers of gender-based 
violence through the delivery of RRTSP in Western Australian public schools. 
The budget has allocated $927 000 over the financial years 2017-18 to 2020-21 . 
The tender process has resulted in White Ribbon Australia partnering with Starick 
as the successful respondents. Contracts are pending finalisation by Communities. 

Current situation 
The Minister has asked for clarification on how the Western Australian RRTSP will be 
different to the Victorian model and how experts were used in the development of the 
program. 

The Victorian program 
• The Victorian Respectful Relationships (RR) program is a full curriculum program 

with detailed content across all year groups. 
• It provides prescriptive lesson plans for delivery of the content. 
• The concept of gender identity and associated issues are very prominent in the 

program. 
• A number of topics in the program are introduced at earlier year levels than related 

content found in the Western Australian Curriculum. 

The Western Australian program 
• The Western Australian RRTSP is primarily a teacher training program. 
• It provides teachers with knowledge, skills and understandings to support delivery of 

the respectful relationships content of the mandated Health syllabuses in the 
Western Australian Curriculum. 

• The program context is family and domestic violence. 
• It is not constructed around prescribed content or detailed lesson plans. 



Use of experts in the development of the program 
• The Western Australian RRTSP is developed from White Ribbon Australia's 

Breaking the Silence program and will be adapted to the Western Australian context 
to meet the different needs of schools across the State. 

• The Breaking the Silence program has been implemented over nine years across 
Australia and subjected to two independent evaluations: the first in 2009 by La 
Trobe University; and the second in 2014 by the University of New South Wales. 

• Evaluation findings include that students engaged in the program were more likely 
to stop disruptive behaviours among peers and in the classroom, and have a 
greater understanding of men's violence against women. 

• Department officers with expertise in health and physical education and psychology 
services are working with Communities, White Ribbon Australia and Starick, to 
ensure that the Western Australian RRTSP is aligned to the Western Australian 
Curriculum, is responsive to the variety of school contexts across the State, and 
addresses sensitive issues related to domestic violence in an age-appropriate 
manner. 
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Res·pectful Relationships Program 

Respectful Relationships is about promoting respect and helping students learn how to build healthy 
relationships. This includes, but is in no way limited to, addressing the negative gender stereotypes that can 
lead to domestic violence. 

Respectful Relationships programs have been confused with the Safe Schools program. Are not the same. 
The Safe Schools program was a Commonwealth funded program that was about creating safe and inclusive 
environments for all students, including those identifying as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 
intersex. It is no longer operating, but support for WA public schools to create and maintain such 
environments is available through a partnership between the Department of Education and the WA AIDS 
Council. 

There are also key differences in the Victorian and Western Australian Respectful Relationships programs: 

Victorian program Western Australian program Key points of difference 
Respectful Relationships Respectful Relationships Victorian program was externally developed 

Teaching Support Program and provided to schools 

WA program is being developed in 
partnership with WA public schools 

.espectful Relationships Western Australian is primarily Victorian curriculum includes 8 topics in 
Victoria is a full a teacher training program to every year level: 
curriculum program with provide teachers with • Emotional literacy 
detailed content across knowledge, skills and • Personal strengths 
all year groups. understandings to support • Positive coping 

delivery of the mandated WA • Problem solving 
Curriculum • Stress management 

• Help seeking 

• Gender and identity 

• Positive gender relations 

The WA program supports schools to deliver 
elements of the WA Curriculum Health and 
Physical Education syllabus that relate to 
respectful relationships in the context of 
family and domestic violence. 

·escriptive lesson plans Not constructed around WA train-the-trainer model is for upskilling 
provided prescribed content or detailed selected teachers and leaders, and schools 

lesson plans. may choose to use teaching and learning 
resources provided. 

The concept of gender The focus is on family and Gender identity is a topic that is covered in 
identity and associated domestic violence every year level in the Victorian program, 
issues are very whereas in WA this is not covered in the 
prominent in the program curriculum until Year 9. 

Broader range of topics Restricted to K-10 Health Students begin developing an understanding 
in the program, many are content, not all years will have of gender identity from Pre-primary in the 
introduced at earlier year the same degree of emphasis Victorian program. This is not covered 
levels than related depending on content - while explicitly until Year 9 in Western Australia. 
content in the WA respectful relationships is in 
Curriculum every year, not all are Investigating the representation of gender 

immediately relevant to family roles in the media is in Year 3-4 in Victoria, 
and domestic violence. and in Year 10 in Western Australia 


