
7 June 2018 

The Hon Roger Cook MLA 
Deputy Premier; 

Minister for Health; Mental Health 

The Hon Catherine King 
Shadow Minister for Health and Medicare 
5 Lydiard Street North 
BALLARAT VIC 3350 

Dear Catherine 

Magnetic Resonance Imaging Licences 

-:: . .J" 

I am writing to welcome the announcement by Federal Labor that, if elected, $80million 
will be provided to boost the number of Medicare eligible Magnetic Resonance Imaging 
(MRI) machines, and that there will be 20 new full MRI licences. 

There are several areas in Western Australia (WA) where a full MRI licence is a priority: 

• St John of God Midland Public Hospital (SJGMPH) - where only a partial licence 
is currently available; 

11 Kalgoorlie Health Campus - there is no MRI in the Goldfields region; 
11 The Pilbara or Kimberley - regional areas of WA without an MRI. 

I share your disappointment that the Federal Liberal National Government has 
approved only four new MRI licences over the past four years. I note the recent Senate 
Inquiry highlighted people in Kalgoorlie, and areas north of Geraldton, as particular 
locations where people are currently unable to access an MRI. The Inquiry revealed 
that WA has the lowest level of accessibility to full Medicare eligible MR ls of any State, 
and only the Northern Territory had lower levels of accessibility overall. 

The Inquiry also acknowledged the difficulties with partial licences which do not attract 
Medicare rebates for a large number of items and the current lack of a pathway to 
apply for a licence. For partial licence holders that have experienced sustained 
population growth, the Inquiry noted significant challenges in converting to a full 
licence. 

It is my hope that Federal Labor in awarding any new or upgraded MRI licences will 
prioritise those that are hospital based and offer bulk-billing for outpatients. Equally, 
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licences should be non-transferable and located at sites with access to a full range of 
diagnostic imaging services. 

The following areas are those where a full licence is a priority. 

St John of God Midland Public Hospital 

There is a particular area of need in Midland, where Perth Radiological Clinic (PRC) is 
contracted to provide medical imaging services to SJGMPH. PRC has an MRI unit on 
site at SJGMPH, however it only operates under a partial licence. I note it was a Rudd 
Labor Government commitment that contributed significant capital ($180 million) 
representing approximately half the cost of SJGMPH. 

There are currently no fully licenced MRls in the north eastern suburbs of Perth. 
According to the 2016 ABS census, Ellenbrook in Perth's north eastern suburbs (within 
the SJGMPH catchment area) has experienced the largest population growth in Perth, 
increasing to a population of 39,500 people. In addition to servicing patients in the 
north-eastern corridor of Perth, SJGMPH is also the catchment hospital for many 
patients in the Wheatbelt region, an area covering 155,256 Sqkm with an estimated 
resident population to reach 79,800 by 2021. A fully licenced MRI would not only 
benefit residents in the Midland area, but also the Wheatbelt. 

At SJGMPH, only public in-patients can access an MRI with no out of pocket costs. 
Private patients at Midland have to pay out of pocket costs, as do public outpatients if 
they wish to access an MRI. The Midland area is one of the lower socio economic 
areas of Perth, with many patients unable to cover the out of pocket costs. In order to 
access a free MRI public outpatients are on-referred to other hospitals outside of the 
Midland catchment. This is clearly sub-optimal when there is an MRI at the local 
hospital and wider access is restrained only because of licensing limitations. Patients 
who live in the Midland catchment are referred to Fremantle, Joondalup and Perth, all 
more than a 30-minute drive away (in excess of 25 kilometres) from Midland. 

The majority of MRls required by patients in the Midland catchment are being 
performed outside of Midland. In 2016/17 2,034 public patients had an MRI at 
SJGMPH. Over the same timeframe, I am advised that approximately 3758 MR ls were 
performed on SJGMPH catchment patients at other public hospitals in the Perth 
metropolitan area. 

The licence limitations at Midland have had flow-on impacts beyond patients being out 
of pocket, or being forced to travel further from home. It has resulted in many 
misdirected referrals from GPs and Specialists for MRls to Midland that have to be 
referred elsewhere. 
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The State and Federal Government have both contributed in excess of $20 million each 
towards the new $49million Curtin University Medical School at Midland. A fully 
licenced MRI at Midland will further enhance the education and training opportunities 
for medical students. The medical school is expected to be fully operational by 2019; it 
would be ideal if the licencing issue at Midland were able to be resolved before the 

opening of the new Medical school. 

In addition to the privately operated public hospital at Midland, St John of God has also 
purchased land on the old Midland workshop site to build a new private hospital. 

Without doubt, a fully licenced MRI at SJGMPH is key to ensuring the Midland region 
has a full suite of diagnostic imaging services available locally. I also believe the full 
licence should be conditional, expressly tied to Midland Hospital to ensure it cannot be 
transferred or on-sold. 

If there is an opportunity to replace the partial licence at SJGMPH with a full licence, I 
would welcome the opportunity to consider whether the existing partial licence could be 
re-allocated to another area of need within the WA public hospital system. 

Kalgoorlie Health Campus 

Kalgoorlie with a population of 30,059, is the only regional centre in WA with a 
population of over 30,000 without an MRI. The McGowan Government has committed 
to purchase and install an MRI at the Kalgoorlie Health Campus (KHC) for which a full 
licence Is essential. 

There is a dearth of Medicare eligible MRI machines in regional WA Out of a total of 32 
MRls Statewide, there are only three located in regional WA (Geraldton, population 
38,634 [privately operated], Albany, population 33,145 and Sunbury, population of 
71,090). 

Under the current guidelines for the Patient Assisted Travel Scheme (PATS), patients 
are only eligible for air-travel where the distance is greater than 16 hours by road 
(unless the air-travel is for cancer treatment). This means patients in much of the 
Goldfields, and indeed the Pilbara region, are generally travelling significant distances 
by road to access MRI services in Perth. 

It is a 15-hour drive from Karratha to Perth, and approximately a 6.5-hour drive from 
Kalgoorlie to Perth. The distances involved mean patients generally need to stay two 
nights in Perth (the night of arriving, and the night after their scan). The PATS daily 
accommodation allowance is $60 per night, whereas the average cost of hotel 
accommodation in Perth is $165, resulting in patients travelling to Perth being 
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substantially out-of-pocket. If MRls were available locally it would reduce both the 
impost of traveling and the financial burden experienced by these patients. Patients 
who travel also have the additional stress of arranging time off work and managing 
family responsibilities such as the care of children and other loved ones. The 
importance of receiving care close to family and friends cannot be under-estimated, 
and is particularly important in instances where an MRI might result in a life changing 
diagnosis such as confirming stroke, spinal cord injury or cancer. 

There is strong community support for an MRI machine at KHC as evidenced by a 
recent petition tabled in the WA State Parliament with over 1,688 signatures. It is 
equally an issue that attracts cross party support in the State. 

Planning for the MRI proposed is well-advanced. The WA Country Health Service 
(WACHS) have identified an area adjacent to the medical imaging department at KHC 
where a MRI machine could be installed. WACHS are currently undertaking a 
Feasibility Study that will inform a future Business Case for the purchasing, installation 
and recurrent costs of operating a MRI at KHC. This includes scoping out the project in 
more detail, including demand modelling and cost requirement. 

The recent State Budget has approved funding for a new 64 slice CT scanner at KHC 
to replace the existing 16 slice scanner. Should a full MRI licence be secured this 
would complement the existing range of diagnostic imaging services which also 
includes ultrasound and x-ray. 

Pi Ibara and Kimberley 

The numbers of Pilbara and Kimberley patients accessing PATS in order to have MRI 
scans performed in Perth are significant. Across the Kimberley and Pilbara over the 
2015/16 financial year, 856 patients were transferred to Perth through PATS on 931 
separate occasions for MRI scans. These regional demand figures for MRI scans are 
likely understated, given patients with private health insurance potentially travelling to 
Perth to access private providers. 

In May 2017, Global Diagnostics Australia (GOA) began operating a mobile unlicenced 
MRI unit (owned by Integral Diagnostics), initially positioned in South Hedland with the 
capacity to move the machine to both Karratha (in the Pilbara) and Broome (in the 
Kimberley). In September 2017 GOA cease operating this MRI unit, largely due to the 
lack of a Medicare licence for the machine. The lack of a licence made the machine 
unviable as most patients were being charged the full cost of the scans, and meant it 
was cheaper for WACHS to send patients to Perth for scans rather than pick up the full 
cost of the scans. 
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Karratha has a population of 21,473 (ABS, 2016). While lower in population than either 
Midland or Kalgoorlie, it has local support for an MRI from both the MP for the Pilbara, 
Kevin Michel MLA, and the private sector. The new Karratha Health Campus (the 
Campus) due to open later this year does not have an MRI. I understand a private 
provider is keen to build and run a comprehensive private medical imaging centre 
adjacent to the Campus. While it Is my strong preference that where possible new or 
additional MRI facilities be located in a public hospital, a privately operated MRI is still 
preferable than none at all. 

Once again, I welcome the news a Shorten Labor Government will approve 20 new 
MRI licences and hope that you will give due consideration to the locations of greatest 
need in WA. 

Yours sincerely 

THE HON ROGER COOK MLA 
DEPUTY PREMIER 
MINISTER FOR HEALTH; MENTAL HEAL TH 
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Our ref: 60-09611/2 

Bill Shorten MP 
Leader of the Opposition 
PO Box 6022 
House of Representatives 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

Dear Bill 

The Hon Roger Cook MLA 
Deputy Premier 

Minister for Health; Mental Health 

I am writing to welcome the recent announcements by Federal Labor that if elected it will provide $80million 

to boost the number of medicare eligible Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) machines (MRI) and provide 

20 new full licences. 

I have recently written to Federal Labor's Shadow Minister for Health, Catherine King, expressing my 

priorities for MRI licences in Western Australia (see copy enclosed). 

In particular I welcome the further news from Catherine King on 12 June 2017, that Federal Labor if elected 

will approve an MRI licence application for Kalgoorlie. 

In addition to the Goldfields region, there other locations in WA with pressing MRI issues are as follows: 

• St John of God Midland Public Hospital - there is currently only a partial licence. This MRI in addition to 

servicing the Midland hospital catchment is the closest MRI for patients in the Wheatbelt region of WA. 

• The Pilbara and Kimberley - both regional areas of WA without an MRI. 

Once again, I welcome the news that if elected a Shorten Labor Government will approve 20 new MRI 
licences, and particularly the good news for Kalgoorlie. 

Yours sin ely 

HO~OG~~;:LA 
DEPUTY P,~~R . 
MINISTER FOR HEALTH; MENTAL HEAL TH 

ATT: Copy of letter to Catherine King 

'1 4 JUN 2018 
13th Floor, Dumas House, 2 Havelock Street, WEST PERTH WA 6005 
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The Hon Roger Cook MLA 
Deputy Premier; 

Minister for Health; Mental Health 

Min ref: 60-09611 

The Hon Greg Hunt MP 
Minister for Health 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 

Dea~~ 0/ e~ 1 

Magnetic Resonance Imaging Licences 

I am writing regarding the low number of Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) licence 
applications approved by the Federal Government in recent years. 

In particular, I would like to bring to your attention those areas of Western Australia 
(WA) where the absence of a full MRI licence is of particular concern: 

• St John of God Midland Public Hospital - there is currently only a partial licence; 
• Kalgoorlie Health Campus - there is no MRI in the Goldfields region; 
• The Pi Ibara and Kimberley - regional areas of WA without an MRI. 

Further details are included at Attachment A. 

I note the recent Senate Inquiry highlighted Kalgoorlie, and areas north of Geraldton, 
as specific locations where people are currently unable to access an MRI. The 
Inquiry also acknowledged the difficulties with partial licences not attracting Medicare 
rebates for many items and the current lack of a pathway to apply for a licence. For 
partial licence holders that have experienced sustained population growth, the 
Inquiry noted significant challenges in converting to a full licence. 

I also note the recent announcement of the Federal Labor Party which, if elected, 
have committed to approving 20 new MRI licences nationally, including a specific 
commitment to a full MRI licence at the Kalgoorlie Health Campus. 

The State Government welcomes this commitment and I hope you will favourably 
consider the Federal Government's position and address access to full MRI licences 
nationally, and in particular address the priorities areas for WA. 
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I look forward to your response. 

~<y~ 
HON RO~~?OOK MLA 
DEPUTY PREMIER 
MINISTER FOR HEAL TH; MENTAL HEAL TH 

ATT: Attachment A 

1 4 JUN 2018 
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Attachment A 

St John of God Midland Public Hospital 

Perth Radiological Clinic (PRC) is contracted to provide medical imaging services to 

St John of God Midland Public Hospital (SJGMPH). PRC has an MRI unit on site at 

SJGMPH, but it only has a partial licence. There are currently no fully licenced MRls 

in the north eastern suburbs of Perth, and it is an area which has experienced strong 

population growth. In addition to servicing patients in the north-eastern corridor of 

Perth, SJGMPH is also the catchment hospital for many patients in the Wheatbelt 

region. 

At SJGMPH, only public in-patients can access an MRI with no out of pocket costs. 

Private patients at Midland have to pay out of pocket costs, as do public outpatients 

if they wish to access an MRI. In order to access a free MRI public outpatients are 

on-referred to other hospitals, outside of the Midland catchment. Most MR ls 

required by patients in the Mi~land catchment are being performed outside of 

Midland. This is clearly sub-optimal when there is ari MRI at the local hospital and 

wider access is restrained due to licensing limitations. 

The Midland area has potential to become a medical hub and has had significant co

investment from the State and Commonwealth in recent years. The Federal 

Government contributed $180 million towards the cost of SJGMPH. The State and 

Federal Governments have both contributed in excess of $20 million each towards 

the Curtin University Medical School at Midland. Furthermore, the privately operated 

public hospital at Midland, St John of God has also purchased land on the old 

Midland workshop site to build a new private hospital. 

A fully licenced MRI at SJGMPH is important to ensuring the Midland region has a 

full suite of diagnostic imaging services available locally. The full licence should be 

expressly tied to Midland Hospital so that in the event the contracted provider for 

diagnostic imaging for SJGMPH changes at all in the future, the licence remains at 

Midland. 

Kalgoorlie Health Campus 

Kalgoorlie with a population of 30,059 is the only major regional centre in WA with a 

population of over 30,000 without an MRI. The State Government has committed to 

purchase and install an MRI at the Kalgoorlie Health Campus (KHC). I am flagging 

that this will require a future licence from the Federal Government. 

Patients in the Goldfields travel large distances by road to access MRI services in 

Perth. It is a 6.5-hour drive from Kalgoorlie to Perth, meaning patients often need to 

stay one or two nights in Perth, resulting in significant out of pocket travel and 

accommodation costs. Locally available MRls would reduce both the impost of 

traveling and the financial burden experienced by these patients. Patients who travel 

also have the additional stress of arranging time off work and managing family 
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responsibilities such as the care of children, etc. The value of receiving care close to 

family and friends cannot be under-estimated, especially where an MRI might result 

in a life changing diagnosis. 

There is strong community support for an MRI machine at KHC and planning for the 

MRI proposed is well-advanced. Should a full MRI licence be secured this would 

complement the existing range of diagnostic imaging services at KHC. 

Pilbara and Kimberley 

There are currently no licenced MRI machines in the Pilbara or Kimberley region of 

Western Australia. In May 2017, Global Diagnostics Australia (GOA) began 

operating a mobile unlicenced MRI unit (owned by Integral Diagnostics), initially 

positioned in South Hedland (in the Pilbara) with the capacity to move the machine 

as required to both Karratha (in the Pilbara) and Broome (in the Kimberley). In 

September 2017 GOA ceased operating this MRI, largely due to the lack of a 

licence. 

There is local support for an MRI in the Pilbara. While lower in population than either 

Midland or Kalgoorlie. It is understood that a private provider interested and run a 

comprehensive private medical imaging centre adjacent to the Campus. While it is 

preferable where possible new or additional MRI facilities should be located in a 

public hospital, it is noted that these are regions with no local access to MRls public, 

or private. 
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7 June 2018 

The Hon Roger Cook MLA 
Deputy Premier; 

Minister for Health; Mental Health 

The Hon Catherine King 
Shadow Minister for Health and Medicare 
5 Lydiard Street North 
BALLARAT VIC 3350 

Dear Catherine 

Magnetic Resonance Imaging Licences 

I am writing to welcome the announcement by Federal Labor that, if elected, $80million 
will be provided to boost the number of Medicare eligible Magnetic Resonance Imaging 
(MRI) machines, and that there will be 20 new full MRI licences. 

There are several areas in Western Australia (WA) where a full MRI licence is a priority: 

• St John of God Midland Public Hospital (SJGMPH) - where only a partial licence 
is currently available; 

• Kalgoorlie Health Campus - there is no MRI in the Goldfields region; 
• The Pilbara or Kimberley - regional areas of WA without an MRI. 

I share your disappointment that the Federal Liberal National Government has 
approved only four new MRI licences over the past four years. I note the recent Senate 
Inquiry highlighted people in Kalgoorlie, and areas north of Geraldton, as particular 
locations where people are currently unable to access an MRI. The Inquiry revealed 
that WA has the lowest level of accessibility to full Medicare eligible MRls of any State, 
and only the Northern Territory had lower levels of accessibility overall. 

The Inquiry also acknowledged the difficulties with partial licences which do not attract 
Medicare rebates for a large number of items and the current lack of a pathway to 
apply for a licence. For partial licence holders that have experienced sustained 
population growth, the Inquiry noted significant challenges in converting to a full 
licence. 

It is my hope that Federal Labor in awarding any new or upgraded MRI licences will 
prioritise those that are hospital based and offer bulk-billing for outpatients. Equally, 
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licences should be non-transferable and located at sites with access to a full range of 

diagnostic imaging services. 

The following areas are those where a full licence is a priority. 

St John of God Midland Public Hospital 

There is a particular area of need in Midland, where Perth Radiological Clinic (PRC) is 
contracted to provide medical imaging services to SJGMPH. PRC has an MRI unit on 
site at SJGMPH, however it only operates under a partial licence. I note it was a Rudd 
Labor Government commitment that contributed significant capital ($180 million) 

representing approximately half the cost of SJGMPH. 

There are currently no fully licenced MRls in the north eastern suburbs of Perth. 
According to the 2016 ABS census, Ellenbrook in Perth's north eastern suburbs (within 
the SJGMPH catchment area) has experienced the largest population growth in Perth, 
increasing to a population of 39,500 people. In addition to servicing patients in the 
north-eastern corridor of Perth, SJGMPH is also the catchment hospital for many 
patients in the Wheatbelt region, an area covering 155,256 Sqkm with an estimated 
resident population to reach 79,800 by 2021. A fully licenced MRI would not only 
benefit residents in the Midland area, but also the Wheatbelt. 

At SJGMPH, only public in-patients can access an MRI with no out of pocket costs. 
Private patients at Midland have to pay out of pocket costs, as do public outpatients if 
they wish to access an MRI. The Midland area is one of the lower socio economic 
areas of Perth, with many patients unable to cover the out of pocket costs. In order to 
access a free MRI public outpatients are on-referred to other hospitals outside of the 
Midland catchment. This is clearly sub-optimal when there is an MRI at the local 
hospital and wider access is restrained only because of licensing limitations. Patients 
who live in the Midland catchment are referred to Fremantle, Joondalup and Perth, all 
more than a 30-minute drive away (in excess of 25 kilometres) from Midland. 

The majority of MRls required by patients in the Midland catchment are being 
performed outside of Midland. In 2016/17 2,034 public patients had an MRI at 
SJGMPH. Over the same timeframe, I am advised that approximately 3758 MR ls were 
performed on SJGMPH catchment patients at other public hospitals in the Perth 
metropolitan area. 

The licence limitations at Midland have had flow-on impacts beyond patients being out 
of pocket, or being forced to travel further from home. It has resulted in many 
misdirected referrals from GPs and Specialists for MRls to Midland that have to be 
referred elsewhere. 
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The State and Federal Government have both contributed in excess of $20 million each 
towards the new $49million Curtin University Medical School at Midland. A fully 
licenced MRI at Midland will further enhance the education and training opportunities 
for medical students. The medical school is expected to be fully operational by 2019; it 
would be ideal if the licencing issue at Midland were able to be resolved before the 
opening of the new Medical school. 

In addition to the privately operated public hospital at Midland, St John of God has also 
purchased land on the old Midland workshop site to build a new private hospital. 

Without doubt, a fully licenced MRI at SJGMPH is key to ensuring the Midland region 
has a full suite of diagnostic imaging services available locally. I also believe the full 
licence should be conditional, expressly tied to Midland Hospital to ensure it cannot be 
transferred or on-sold. 

If there is an opportunity to replace the partial licence at SJGMPH with a full licence, I 
would welcome the opportunity to consider whether the existing partial licence could be 
re-allocated to another area of need within the WA public hospital system. 

Kalgoorlie Health Campus 

Kalgoorlie with a population of 30,059, is the only regional centre in WA with a 
population of over 30,000 without an MRI. The McGowan Government has committed 
to purchase and install an MRI at the Kalgoorlie Health Campus (KHC) for which a full 
licence is essential. 

There is a dearth of Medicare eligible MRI machines in regional WA Out of a total of 32 
MRls Statewide, there are only three located in regional WA (Geraldton, population 
38,634 [privately operated], Albany, population 33,145 and Sunbury, population of 
71,090). 

Under the current guidelines for the Patient Assisted Travel Scheme (PATS), patients 
are only eligible for air-travel where the distance is greater than 16 hours by road 
(unless the air-travel is for cancer treatment). This means patients in much of the 
Goldfields, and indeed the Pilbara region, are generally travelling significant distances 
by road to access MRI services in Perth. 

It is a 15-hour drive from Karratha to Perth, and approximately a 6.5-hour drive from 
Kalgoorlie to Perth. The distances involved mean patients generally need to stay two 
nights in Perth (the night of arriving, and the night after their scan). The PATS daily 
accommodation allowance is $60 per night, whereas the average cost of hotel 
accommodation in Perth is $165, resulting in patients travelling to Perth being 
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substantially out-of-pocket. If MRls were available locally it would reduce both the 
impost of traveling and the financial burden experienced by these patients. Patients 
who travel also have the additional stress of arranging time off work and managing 
family responsibilities such as the care of children and other loved ones. The 
importance of receiving care close to family and friends cannot be under-estimated, 
and is particularly important in instances where an MRI might result in a life changing 
diagnosis such as confirming stroke, spinal cord injury or cancer. 

There is strong community support for an MRI machine at KHC as evidenced by a 
recent petition tabled in the WA State Parliament with over 1,688 signatures. It is 
equally an issue that attracts cross party support in the State. 

Planning for the MRI proposed is well-advanced. The WA Country Health Service 
(WACHS) have identified an area adjacent to the medical imaging department at KHC 
where a MRI machine could be installed. WACHS are currently undertaking a 
Feasibility Study that will inform a future Business Case for the purchasing, installation 
and recurrent costs of operating a MRI at KHC. This includes scoping out the project in 
more detail, including demand modelling and cost requirement. 

The recent State Budget has approved funding for a new 64 slice CT scanner at KHC 
to replace the existing 16 slice scanner. Should a full MRI licence be secured this 
would complement the existing range of diagnostic imaging services which also 
includes ultrasound and x-ray. 

Pilbara and Kimberley 

The numbers of Pilbara and Kimberley patients accessing PATS in order to have MRI 
scans performed in Perth are significant. Across the Kimberley and Pilbara over the 
2015/16 financial year, 856 patients were transferred to Perth through PATS on 931 
separate occasions for MRI scans. These regional demand figures for MRI scans are 
likely understated, given patients with private health insurance potentially travelling to 
Perth to access private providers. 

In May 2017, Global Diagnostics Australia (GOA) began operating a mobile unlicenced 
MRI unit (owned by Integral Diagnostics), initially positioned in South Hedland with the 
capacity to move the machine to both Karratha (in the Pilbara) and Broome (in the 
Kimberley). In September 2017 GOA cease operating this MRI unit, largely due to the 
lack of a Medicare licence for the machine. The lack of a licence made the machine 
unviable as most patients were being charged the full cost of the scans, and meant it 
was cheaper for WACHS to send patients to Perth for scans rather than pick up the full 
cost of the scans. 
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Karratha has a population of 21,473 (ABS, 2016). While lower in population than either 
Midland or Kalgoorlie, it has local support for an MRI from both the MP for the Pilbara, 
Kevin Michel MLA, and the private sector. The new Karratha Health Campus (the 
Campus) due to open later this year does not have an MRI. I understand a private 
provider is keen to build and run a comprehensive private medical imaging centre 
adjacent to the Campus. While it is my strong preference that where possible new or 
additional MRI facilities be located in a public hospital, a privately operated MRI is still 
preferable than none at all. 

Once again, I welcome the news a Shorten Labor Government will approve 20 new 
MRI licences and hope that you will give due consideration to the locations of greatest 
need in WA 

Yours sincerely 

c;, 
7 

THE HON ROGER COOK MLA 
DEPUTY PREMIER 
MINISTER FOR HEAL TH; MENTAL HEALTH 
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Our Ref: 60-10218 

Senator Peter Georgiou 
Senator for Western Australia 
PO Box6 
WEST PERTH WA 6872 

Dear Senator 

The Hon Roger Cook MLA 
Deputy Premier 

Minister for Health; Mental Health 

Thank you for emailed letter dated 11 July 2018 regarding the State Government election commitment to 
install a Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) scanner at the Kalgoorlie Health Campus. 

I welcome One Nation's endorsement of Labor's election commitment for an MRI contained in 'WA Labor's 
Plan for the Goldfields'. The State Government Budget Papers released on 7 September 2017 endorse the 
McGowan Government's commitment to this important project. 

The WA Country Health Service (WACHS) has received the feasibility study that scopes out the project in 
more detail, including options analysis, demand modelling, and capital cost requirements. The final costs 
will not be known until completion of the Business Case; however, early indications are that it is likely to 
exceed the originally anticipated costs due to the capital works required and recurrent costs (dependent on 
the service delivery model) being further refined. 

I wrote to both the Federal Health Minister, and the Federal Shadow Health Minister impressing upon them 
the importance of securing an MRI licence for Kalgoorlie. I'm heartened by the subsequent 
announcements by both the Federal Health Minister and the Federal Shadow Health Minister indicating that 
the granting of an MRI licence for Kalgoorlie is a priority are welcomed. An application for an MRI license 
will be progressed once the procurement process commences. 

My office will keep you and other local Members of Parliament updated on progress in relation to the 
important commitment to install an MRI scanner, as well as other health service commitments for the 
Kalgoorlie region. 

If you require further information in relation to this matter, I encourage you to contact Ms Geraldine Ennis, 
Regional Director WACHS - Goldfields, on 9080 5710. 

HON RO R COOK MLA 
DEPUT- PREMIER 
MINISTER FOR HEALTH; MENTAL HEALTH 
13 SEP 2018 
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The Hon Roger Cook MLA 
Deputy Premier 
Minister for Health 
Minister for Mental Health 
13th Floor, Dumas House 
2 Havelock Street 
WESTPERTH WA 6005 

The Hon Greg Hunt MP 
Minister for Health 

,, ') l~~•·r ftfl/,13 
l u I"'! {.,tJ 

OFFICE OF THE \\11!\\ll!~TER 

Ref No: MC18-014709 

1 5 OCT 2018 

I refi to your letter of 14 une 2018 concerning Medicare eligibility for magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI) equipment in Western Australia. I regret the delay in responding. 

Specifically, you sought eligibility for a proposed new MRI machine at Kalgoorlie Health 
Campus and for the existing partially eligible machine at the St John of God Hospital in 
Midland to be upgraded to full eligibility. I acknowledge your commitment in March this 
year to allocate $3 million towards the purchase of MRI equipment for Kalgoorlie. 

As you will be aware, on 22 June 2018, I announced that the Australian Government will 
allocate Medicare eligibility to the proposed MRI unit at Kalgoorlie. In addition, the Prime 
Minister announced on 23 September that St John of God Hospital Midland's partial 
Medicare eligibility will be upgraded to full. This new Medicare support will ensure patients 
at both sites get the most appropriate treatment and the amount of time patients have to spend 
travelling to get a scan will be cut down, particularly for Kalgoorlie patients. 

For St John of God Hospital Midland, full eligibility is expected to be available from 
1 November 2018 and officers from my Department are in contact with the diagnostic 
imaging provider at the hospital to make the appropriate arrangements for this to occur. 

In relation to Kalgoorlie, there are a number of steps that need to happen in order for 
eligibility to be conferred on the machine, including the site at which the machine is to be 
located being accredited to deliver MRI services under the Diagnostic Imaging Accreditation 
Scheme, and that the practice provides a comprehensive range of diagnostic imaging services, 
including X-ray, ultrasound and computed tomography. To this end, around three months 
before the machine is due to commence operation, it would be appreciated if your 
Department or the Kalgoorlie Health Campus could contact my Department via 
MRI@health.gov.au to commence the eligibility process. 

Thank ycm for Writing on this matter. 

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Telephone (02) 6277 7220 
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I refer o your letter of 2 ctober 2018 concerning Medicare eligibility for magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI) units at St John of God Hospital Midland and Kalgoorlie Health 
Campus. 

As you are aware, on 23 September 2018 the Liberal National Government announced the 
expansion of patient access to Medicare eligible MRI services. In addition to the commitment 
to providing Medicare eligibility for an initial 10 MRI units, an eligibility for a further 
20 MRI units will be assessed through an Invitation to Apply process. The 20 units comprise 
a mix of fully eligible units and upgrades of existing partial units, in both metropolitan and 
regional areas. 

I can confi11n that the initial commitment for 10 MRI units includes an upgrade from partial 
to full Medicare eligibility for the MRI unit at St John of God Hospital Midland, and full 
Medicare eligibility for Kalgoorlie Health Campus. I am pleased to hear there has been some 
advancement regarding the business case to install an MRI unit at Kalgoorlie. I would 
appreciate if you could let me know once the MRI unit is close to being operational, so that 
at1'angements to allocate Medicare eligibility can commence. 

I can also confam that, under the 2018 MRI expansion, a condition of entering into a Deed to 
enable Medicare eligibility for a specified MRI unit is the requirement for organisations to 
agree to retain the Medicare eligibility for the MRI unit at the specified location for a 
minimum period of three years from the execution of the Deed. 

Thank you for writing on this matter. 

Parliament House, Canben-a ACT 2600 Telephone (02) 6277 7220 


