
Premier of Western Australia 

Our Reference: 59-111436 

Hon Kate Doust MLC 
President of the Legislative Council 
Parliament House . 
Harvest Terrace 
PERTH WA 6000 

Dear ~ 

Thank you for your letter of 3 April 2019 regarding the Legislative Council's resolution 
on access to specialist palliative care in Western Australia (WA). 

The Joint Select Committee (JSC) on End of Life Choices' report, MY LIFE, MY 
CHOICE was tabled in Parliament on 23 August 2018 and includes 12 
recommendations that address the resolution of the Legislative Council, including: 

• Recommendation 7: Establish an inpatient specialist palliative care hospice in 
the northern suburbs of Perth. 

• Recommendation 8: Ensure community palliative care providers are 
adequately funded. 

• Recommendation 9: Independent review from a patient's perspective of the 
models of palliative care (inpatient, consultative and community). 

• Recommendation 10: Develop a process to determine unmet demand for 
palliative care and establish an ongoing process to measure delivery of 
palliative care services with the aim of making those services available to more 
Western Australians. 

• Recommendation 11 : Education services for health professionals about 
palliative care and encourage knowledge sharing by palliative care specialists 
with generalist colleagues. 

• Recommendation 13: Ensure regional palliative care providers are adequately 
funded. 

The Western Australian Government is committed to providing patient-centred, 
high-quality care at end-of-life for people and their family/carers facing life-limiting 
illness through the prevention and relief of suffering. The Government also 
acknowledges the need for our health system to continue to review, strengthen and 
adapt the way it delivers end-of-life and palliative care to provide high-quality health 
care for all Western Australians, including those who are ageing, have complex needs 
and live with chronic disease, while also meeting the increasing demand for these 
services. As such the Government has accepted all of the JSC recommendations and 
the Department of Health is progressing implementation through the WA Cancer and 
Palliative Care Network (WACPCN). 
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The WACPCN is currently working on baselining existing palliative care services in 
WA, including understanding current unmet demand as well as understanding the 
patient's perspective on palliative care. Some of the recommendations will entail new 
work for the Department of Health and all recommendations will require further work 
to validate the components and determine the feasibility, application, approach and 
implementation with key stakeholders. This will include prioritisation of relevant policy 
development, improved governance structures and addressing the clinical , funding 
and resource implications. 

The Department of Health has released the WA End-of-Life and Palliative Care 
Strategy 2018-2028 (the Strategy) which outlines the Government's strategic 
statewide policy direction and the vision , values and priorities for end-of-life and 
palliative care in WA to 2028. It provides a 10-year vision for improving the lives of all 
Western Australians through quality end-of-life and palliative care. 

To support this, the 2019-20 State Budget includes a $41 million investment for extra 
support and enhanced community-based palliative care services across the State. 
This package brings the total investment by the State Government for palliative care 
services over the next four years to $206.2 million. The new funding investment will 
go towards a multi-disciplinary model including medical, nursing, allied health and 
Aboriginal health workers. This support and services will be available seven days per 
week, supported by a central telehealth service to provide after-hours care. 

Minister Cook will be convening a Palliative Care Summit to hear from health 
professionals, consumers and stakeholders. This will explore ideas to improve and 
strengthen palliative care for all Western Australians. Details of the summit will be 
announced in due course. 

Thank you for writing to me on this important issue. 

Yours sincerely 

Mark McGowan MLA 
PREMIER 
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