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Introduction to Metropolitan Region Scheme major amendments

The Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) is responsible for keeping the
Metropolitan Region Scheme (MRS) under review and initiating changes where they are
seen as necessary.

The MRS sets out the broad pattern of land use for the whole Perth metropolitan region. The
MRS is constantly under review to best reflect regional planning and development needs.

A proposal to change land use reservations and zones in the MRS is regulated by the
Planning and Development Act 2005. That legislation provides for public submissions to be
made on proposed amendments.

For a substantial amendment, often referred to as a major amendment (made under section
41 of the Act), the WAPC considers all the submissions lodged, and publishes its
recommendations in a report on submissions. This report is presented to the Minister for
Planning and to the Governor for approval. Both Houses of Parliament must then scrutinise
the amendment before it can take legal effect.

In the process of making a substantial amendment to the MRS, information is published as a
public record under the following titles:

Amendment report

This document is available from the start of the public advertising period of the proposed
amendment. It sets out the purpose and scope of the proposal, explains why the
amendment is considered necessary, and informs people how they can comment through
the submission process.

Environmental review report

The Environmental Protection Authority must consider the environmental impact of an
amendment to the MRS before it can be advertised. Should it require formal assessment, an
environmental review is undertaken and made available for information and comment at the
same time as the amendment report.

Report on submissions

The planning rationale, determination of submissions and the recommendations of the
WAPC for final approval of the amendment, with or without modification, is documented in
this report.

Submissions
This document contains a reproduction of all written submissions received by the WAPC on
the proposed amendment.

Transcript of hearings

A person who has made a written submission may also choose to appear before a hearings
committee to express their views. The hearings proceedings may be recorded and
transcribed, and the minutes of all hearings will be published and made available.
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