Two years ago Juukan Gorge became a name known around Australia. Blasting by Rio Tinto
made the Puutu Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura lands shake and destroyed ancient cultural
heritage sites. The reverberations were felt acrass the country with a collective sense of
outrage and despair over our failed and deficient systems, corporations and institutions.

Rio Tinto declared that this destruction was at odds with the company’s values and there was
a subsequent exit of senior people — including then CEC Jean-Sébastien jacques. This list
included Chris Salisbury, the Chief Executive of Rio Tinto’s Iron Ore operations at the time.
Following the blasting, it was reported that, he had told staff that he regretted that people
had been upset by the destruction, but he failed to apologise for the loss of ancient cultural
heritage.

Sadly, the collective sense of loss and failure felt over the destruction at Juukan Gorge has
not led to better heritage protection laws and it has not stopped the people involved from
working in the mining industry. Qur deep concern is that the true lessons of Juukan have not
been learnt and are set to happen again.

We are Upurli Upurli and Spinifex women and we are writing because we face the
unprecedented threat of uranium mining at Mulga Rock, east of Kalgoorlie. This push to open
WA's first uranium mine is being driven by a mining company called Deep Yellow that is led
by Chris Salisbury and former Paladin Energy CEQ John Borshoff. '

We have been saying no to uranium mining at Mulga Rock for a fong time. Despite Vimy
saying, they will have dust controf in place and it will be at a minimum, we are concerned as
the dust will fall onto the plants - the food source for animals such as the kangaroo, who
digest that food, which in turn impacts First Nation People who eat Kangaroo. This raises
serious health concerns for our people.

The desecration of our sandhifl Country impacts the Sanchili Dunnart, which is formaily listed
as endangered - its home and habitat are already under pressure from the planned mine, and
this would only get worse.

There are no government processes that give our group any say in what happens in our
Country. This Country is part of our past, present and future,

Our families on the Spinifex side were refugees who fled or were forced from Maralinga
during the British atomic weapons tests. Our people made their home at Cundelee, just fifty
kilometres from the proposed mine. They practiced Law and Culture and looked after that
Country, and we continue to do that today. We don’t want uranium mining on our country
because we are out on that Country camping and moving around doing our social, cultural
and religious practices.

it's not just the Board level connection to the Juukan Gorge destruction that has us worried.
John Borshoff the CEO of Deep Yellow and former CEQ of Paladin, he was involved with
Paladin up until 2015.

There have been so many media reports about Paladin that make us really worried.



There was news about a spill from the mine and then later there were reports of fish kills in
the nearby Lake. Environment groups have been worried about the water Paladin was
allowed to release from the site the community and environment groups are worried that
has been contaminating the water.

Between 2009 and 2013 there were reports about workers dying, getting sick, going on strike
over pay and work conditions. There were local reports from Namibia, Malawi and Australian
media outlets.

After Fukushima the drop in uranium price meant companies like Paladin weren’t profitable.
They put mines in to Care and Maintenance and sold off assets. Mr Borshoff stepped down
from Paladin when the company had $480 million worth of debt and shortly after went into
administration,

The ability to walk away from a troubled company and start with a new comgany and new
deposits is shocking to us.

Our culture is built on respect for the past and responsibility for the future. We do not have
confidence in others who seek to operate on our country but who do not share or show
these values,

For the Puutu Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura who have had their story stolen and destroyed
there is no justice. Far the families in Malawi who have suffered loss from Paladin’s
Kayelekera mine there is no justice. Now these miners are knocking on our door and we
want to keep it closed against the continuing pain and shame of Juukan Gorge our voices
need to be heard.

We say no to uranium mining at Mulga Rock.
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