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THE PRESIDENT (Hon Alanna Clohesy) took the chair at 10.00 am, read prayers and acknowledged country. 
BEACH ACCESS — HOOLEY ROAD, BORANUP 

Petition 
HON DR STEVE THOMAS (South West — Leader of the Opposition) [10.03 am]: I present a petition containing 
810 signatures couched in the following terms — 

To the President and Members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament of Western Australia in 
Parliament assembled. 
We the undersigned are opposed to the vehicle access closure to Hooley Road beach access Boranup. 
We therefore ask the Legislative Council to recommend removal of the rocks blocking vehicle access to 
the said beach for fishing as a priority. 
And your petitioners as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

[See paper 225.] 
GREAT SOUTHERN MOTORPLEX 

Petition 
HON DR BRAD PETTITT (South Metropolitan) [10.04 am]: I present a petition containing 170 signatures 
couched in the following terms — 

To the President and Members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament of Western Australia in 
Parliament assembled. 
We the undersigned are opposed to the rezoning of lot 5780 Down Rd Albany for the following reasons: 

• It is located in a Priority 2 drinking water source and will significantly compromise and impact 
the future of this water source; 

• The proposed use of the land as a permanent motorsport facility is an incompatible use for the 
Priority 2 area, in accordance with Water Quality Protection Note no. 25; 

• There is a presence of a freshwater spring on the property which feeds into neighbouring properties; 
• There are threatened flora and fauna species present in the area which will be negatively impacted 

by this proposal; and 
• There are significant concerns over the noise pollution due to the close proximity to neighbouring 

landowners, including the proposed length of opening times and operations. 
We therefore ask the Legislative Council to oppose the rezoning of this land for motorsport activities and 
request alternative sites be reviewed which do not impact future Priority 2 drinking water sources and 
threatened communities. 
And your petitioners as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

[See paper 226.] 
PAPER TABLED 

A paper was tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house. 
AISHWARYA ASWATH AND COHEN FINK — CORONIAL INQUESTS 

Notice of Motion 
Hon Nick Goiran gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would move — 

That this house — 
(1) expresses its deep regret at the deaths of Aishwarya Aswath and Cohen Fink and tenders its 

profound sympathy to members of their respective families in their bereavement; 
(2) notes that section 22(1)(d) of the Coroners Act empowers the Attorney General to direct 

a coroner, who holds jurisdiction to investigate a death, to hold an inquest if the death appears 
to be a Western Australian death; 

(3) further notes that the Attorney General has declined to exercise this power of direction; and 
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(4) calls on the Attorney General to — 
(a) urgently reconsider his decision not to direct that inquests occur in these two cases; and 
(b) outline the criteria by which he determines when and for whom he will utilise this 

statutory power. 
JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION — 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY STANDING ORDERS 
Notice of Motion 

Hon Nick Goiran gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would move — 
That this house — 
(1) acknowledges the ongoing important role undertaken by the Joint Standing Committee on the 

Corruption and Crime Commission in this forty-first Parliament; 
(2) notes that the standing orders of the Legislative Assembly apply, as far as they are able, to the 

work of the committee and that — 
(a) pursuant to standing order 270, committee deliberations will be conducted in closed 

session; and 
(b) pursuant to standing order 271(2), no member of the committee nor any other person 

may publish or disclose evidence not taken in public, including documentary evidence 
received by the committee unless that evidence has been reported to the Assembly or 
that disclosure has been authorised, on motion, by the committee; 

(3) notes the comments of Mr Matthew Hughes, MLA, on 13 May 2020; 
(4) notes the content of Legislative Assembly message 9 received on 26 May 2021; and 
(5) emphasises its expectation that all members serving on any parliamentary committee in this 

forty-first Parliament will respect and adhere to the standing orders under which their committee 
is operating; and 

acquaints the Legislative Assembly accordingly. 
VISITORS — CAREY BAPTIST COLLEGE 

Statement by President 
THE PRESIDENT (Hon Alanna Clohesy) [10.09 am]: Members, before we move to non-government business, 
I would like to welcome to the Legislative Council visitors from Carey Baptist College in Harrisdale. I hope you 
enjoy your time in the Legislative Council. 

PALLIATIVE CARE 
Motion 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [10.09 am] — without notice: I move — 
That this Council — 

(a) acknowledges that this week is National Palliative Care Week and recognises the theme 
“Palliative Care It’s more than you think.”; 

(b) notes that on 19 November 2020, the Joint Select Committee on Palliative Care in 
Western Australia tabled its final report; 

(c) expresses concern that priorities continue to be misplaced as a consequence of the 
Minister for Health’s ongoing mismanagement of the health system; and 

(d) calls on the government to table forthwith its response to the joint select committee’s 
56 findings and 25 recommendations. 

Members, at the outset, I wish to acknowledge that this is, indeed, National Palliative Care Week and, in doing so, 
I would like to take the opportunity to put on the record my appreciation for the longstanding work and commitment 
of Margaret Quirk, MLA, who has for the last two Parliaments and now moving into this third Parliament agreed to 
be, with me, the co-convener of the Parliamentary Friends of Palliative Care. As I said, the honourable member from 
the other place has had a longstanding commitment to the importance of highlighting an increased awareness of 
palliative care, and I thank her for her ongoing commitment in the thirty-ninth, fortieth and this forty-first Parliament. 
President, this year’s theme for National Palliative Care Week is “Palliative care, It’s more than you think”. The 
significance is the final word “think” because the national palliative care movement is asking us to understand that it 
is more than just thinking about palliative care; it also requires some action. By way of explanation, Palliative Care 
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Australia has undertaken a community survey and here are some of the key findings that have arisen as a result 
of its survey. Seventy-six per cent of respondents are likely to ask for palliative care for themselves or someone 
close to them if they have a serious prolonged or terminal illness. However, only 39 per cent of respondents think 
that a person can first ask for palliative care when they are first diagnosed with a terminal, chronic or degenerative 
illness. Further, only 31 per cent of respondents think that general practitioners can provide palliative care. 
Seventy-eight per cent of respondents agree that people should plan for the end of their life while 88 per cent of 
respondents think that it is important to start thinking and talking about their wishes and preferences for care should 
they become seriously or terminally ill. The key findings that indicate that there needs to be action arises from the 
following thoughts: 50 per cent of respondents have done nothing about their end-of-life choices, fifty-four per cent 
of respondents believe that talking about their preferences for the end of their life with their family will upset them 
and 48 per cent of respondents find the subject of death and planning for the end of their life too difficult to talk about. 

In the fortieth Parliament, both houses agreed to the establishment of the Joint Select Committee on Palliative Care 
in Western Australia. The establishment of that committee was somewhat torturous and a review of Hansard will 
remind members of the chronology of events that led to the government’s belated establishment of that committee. 
Nevertheless, the joint committee eventually started its work. It had a truncated period in which to undertake a very 
significant task. I had the honour of being the deputy chair of that joint select committee, with the chair being  
Chris Tallentire, MLA. The final report of the Joint Select Committee on Palliative Care was tabled on 19 November 
last year. Of course, since that time—this will go to the final limb in the motion—there has been no government 
response to the 56 findings and 25 recommendations. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: You are aware there was an election and there was a caretaker period. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Minister, I am happy to take your interjection as always. Both the minister and I know that 
there was an election in the preceding period. We also both know that it has been six months since the report was 
tabled, and I would have thought that it was not that difficult for one person in government to author some form 
of response. Minister, I would like this important issue of palliative care to be dealt with today with respect because 
this is the type of matter that warrants bipartisan support. That is precisely why we have a parliamentary friendship 
group. It is precisely why Margaret Quirk, MLA, and I have undertaken this work now for three consecutive 
Parliaments. I am simply saying to the minister, since she decided to interject, that there has been ample opportunity 
for the government to provide some kind of response. No-one is suggesting that a response should have been provided 
in the caretaker period. But it is now 27 May 2021, and it is not asking too much for the government to provide 
a response to this work and the 56 findings and 25 recommendations. The Minister for Regional Development may 
well be the minister who responds to this matter in due course and she may or may not be in a position to respond 
today. If she cannot respond today, that is fine, but if she could at least give us some indication as to when a fulsome 
response will be provided by the government, that will help us take this matter forward. 

I draw to members’ attention in particular some of the findings and recommendations. Members will see that the 
third limb of the motion refers to the misplaced priorities of the current government. It is regrettable, minister, that 
since the election those misplaced priorities have been exposed to the extent that they have. I say that it is regrettable 
not because exposure is bad; it is regrettable that the misplaced priorities are occurring at all. Earlier this morning, 
I gave notice of a motion dealing with at least one of the consequences of those misplaced priorities, and we 
will consider that hopefully next week. In the meantime, the joint select committee prepared a report containing 
56 findings and 25 recommendations. 

I take members to finding 9, which states — 

The palliative care system is fragmented and its navigation is a challenge for patients. 

That is what the committee wrote in November last year. I am not aware of anything that has transpired over the 
last six months that has in any way alleviated that concern. In actual fact, as I understand it, from discussions with 
people within the sector, the situation has only become worse. If follows that given the state of crisis that the health 
system is currently in that the fragmentation of the palliative care system and its challenging navigation cannot 
possibly have improved in this current climate. Members may take some note that in finding 2, we partly find out the 
reason why the navigation system is so challenging and why the system is so fragmented in a unanimous finding 
of the committee. In passing, I note and thank Hon Kyle McGinn in particular for being a member of this committee 
and giving his full-throated support of the findings and recommendations. 

I note that the committee stated in finding 2 — 

Plans to implement the WA End-of-Life and Palliative Care Strategy 2018–2028 vary between agencies 
and range from a 10-year Implementation Plan by South Metropolitan Health Service, a 5-year plan by 
East Metropolitan Health Service, a 3-year plan by the Department of Health, a yet-to-be complete plan 
by North Metropolitan Health Service and no publicly available plan by WA Country Health Service. 

That was the situation in November last year. It is therefore no wonder that the committee found the system to be 
fragmented and that Western Australians find the navigation of that system challenging. 
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I draw to members’ attention finding 8, which states — 
a) The Electronic Palliative Care Information System (ePalCIS) is a specialised palliative care data 

collection system in use in around 19 sites in Western Australia. 
b) The rollout of ePalCIS ceased in 2017 due to budget constraints. 
c) A subsequent investigation into the current use of ePalCIS has resulted in a recommendation for its 

increased rollout and use, to enable all hospital sites to accurately record palliative care activity and 
be funded accordingly. 

This is a very important finding that was made by the joint select committee last year. It is a little disturbing that 
the rollout was stopped due to budget constraints; that was the evidence provided to the committee in 2017. Be 
that as it may, we cannot change that. But now, in 2021, surely those budget constraints no longer exist. We call 
on the government to give expedited consideration to the consequences of finding 8. 
I also want to draw to members’ attention recommendation 8, which is found at page 85 of the report — 

The Minister for Health explain why additional funding to increase the palliative care workforce was not 
allocated in the January 2020 Expenditure Review Committee submission. 

That would be an uncomfortable recommendation for the government; I understand that. But once again, I emphasise 
that this was a unanimous recommendation of the joint standing committee. There were six members of this 
committee and there can be no suggestion that it was anything other than a tripartisan committee. The members of 
the committee from this place included me as deputy chair, former Greens MLC Hon Alison Xamon and, as I have 
already acknowledged, Hon Kyle McGinn. From the other place we had Mr Shane Love, MLA; Mr Zak Kirkup, 
MLA; and Mr Chris Tallentire, MLA, the chair. The committee unanimously asked the Minister for Health to 
explain why additional funding to increase the palliative care workforce was not allocated in the January 2020 
Expenditure Review Committee submission. 
I understand that the minister has already foreshadowed that the explanation that will be provided by the government 
today will be to say, “Well, we’ve had an election campaign.” No doubt there will also be an explanation provided 
about the caretaker period and, looking into my crystal ball, I predict that the minister will make some reference 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. That certainly has been the excuse used for everything over the last 14 months. That 
is not in any way to diminish the workload that has arisen as a result of the pandemic. I continue to be surprised 
that the Commissioner of Police, in particular, is able to do his job as effectively as he has been able to, considering 
the extra workload he has had. He must have probably the most difficult job in the public service at the moment. 
Nevertheless, recent tragic events that have been highly publicised indicate what cannot happen: we cannot continue 
to have a situation in which this government uses COVID-19 as some enormous shield to deflect everything. 
A committee of the fortieth Parliament unanimously asked the Minister for Health to provide an explanation. If that 
explanation can be provided today, fantastic; that is recommendation 8. If it cannot, then at the very least, we call on 
the government to provide a time frame for when the Minister for Health will provide that explanation. 
I turn now to recommendation 9. This was one of the rare instances of a majority recommendation rather than 
a unanimous one. In this instance, four members of the committee recommended — 

… the Minister for Health prioritise additional funding to increase the palliative care workforce as noted 
in the Department of Health’s WA Health End-of-Life and Palliative Care—Current state of WA palliative 
care service provision and key findings: Working paper, June 2020, page 30.  

Again, we call on the government to provide some explanation. Does it have an appetite to prioritise the additional 
funding, as has been suggested is necessary in that working paper? Does the government have an appetite for that 
or not? One would hope that, in the intervening time, the government will move past the fact that it is just a majority 
recommendation and still provide some form of response. 
I also draw members’ attention to recommendation 14, which should particularly interest members who represent 
the North Metropolitan Region. My learned friend Hon Pierre Yang has, in recent times, vacated his position in 
the South Metropolitan Region and is now taking responsibility for the North Metropolitan Region. As the lead 
member for North Metropolitan Region, I draw recommendation 14 to his attention. It states — 

WA Health undertake an evaluation of whether the ten additional inpatient beds in the northern suburbs 
of Perth referred to in the funding announcement of 10 October 2019: 

a) will meet the unmet inpatient palliative care needs of the northern suburbs of Perth as 
identified by the Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices 

b) constitute an ‘inpatient specialist palliative care hospice’ for the purposes of recommendation 7 
of the Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices. 

For members who are not familiar with those reports or are not abreast of the situation with regard to palliative care, 
the government made a funding announcement. One thing we can say about the Minister for Health is that we can 
probably give him 10 out of 10 for announcements. He is good at announcements, but on accountability, we frankly 
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have to give him zero. The question is: what score does he get for delivery? As I say, members representing the 
North Metropolitan Region will want to know whether these 10 additional inpatient beds exist or whether this was 
just an announcement made at a convenient point in time, in October 2019. Members who were in this chamber in 
October 2019 will understand the significance of the end-of-life choices debate that happened then and the pressure 
that all members were under. Was that a convenient announcement by the Minister for Health on 10 October 2019 
about 10 additional inpatient beds in the northern suburbs or was it an authentic announcement? Has there been any 
delivery as a result of that announcement? That is the question that members for the North Metropolitan Region need 
to satisfy themselves with and, in particular, that is what we are calling on the government to provide an explanation to. 
In summary, I indicate to members that this is National Palliative Care Week and the theme is “Palliative Care 
It’s more than you think.” Hopefully, those members who have the opportunity to read this voluminous report from 
the last Parliament will have a better appreciation for just how much is involved in this area. I indicate to those 
members who have a genuine interest or a particular passion in this area of palliative care—I appreciate that new 
members in particular are going to get bombarded with requests to be involved in all kinds of areas; it is one of 
the privileges and challenges of being a member of Parliament—please do not hesitate to reach out to either me or 
Margaret Quirk, MLA, as we will be only too happy to welcome them into the parliamentary friendship group. 
HON TJORN SIBMA (North Metropolitan) [10.30 am]: I rise today to support my colleague and friend 
Hon Nick Goiran in drawing the chamber’s attention to an extremely important issue that often goes unremarked. 
I think that is to the detriment of not only this chamber, but also our community more generally speaking. I will draw 
specific attention to two of the four serials in this motion—that is, paragraphs (a) and (c). I will address paragraph (a) 
first, just to reinforce the importance of palliative care. 
In the latter part of 2019, as Hon Nick Goiran identified, individual members in this chamber were put under 
immense scrutiny and pressure with the voluntary assisted dying legislation. That was, I reinforce, a matter of 
conscience, and I am pleased to note that my colleagues, at least those in the Parliamentary Liberal Party, exercised 
their individual consciences to the absolute limit of their endeavour and capability and in a way that reflected very 
well on them individually, because they respected the views of their own moral foundation, as well as those of their 
community members. We came to different positions individually on that bill, and that is fair and appropriate, because 
people of integrity can disagree on these matters. But there was a unifying thread throughout that conversation. It 
was: what are we doing with palliative care; are we giving it the care and attention that we should or are we treating 
it as a transactional adjunct to another issue? On occasions, I felt quite similarly to Hon Nick Goiran; I thought 
that the conversation around palliative care at that time was being dealt with in a tokenistic manner. For that reason, 
prior to me coming out, as it was, with my position on that bill, I took the opportunity to speak with, and subsequently 
write to, Hon Roger Cook, the Minister for Health. I will quote an excerpt from that letter to him and his response 
to me, because it is germane absolutely to this debate. This is a letter from 8 October and I will provide this to 
Hansard afterwards. I said — 

It is an acknowledged fact that resourcing for palliative care services is presently inadequate and that 
this deficiency has developed over an extended period of time. Outside of a cadre of committed clinical 
advocates who have worked tirelessly to improve public understanding and government support, palliative 
care as a category of clinical activity has not been the beneficiary of the attention it deserves. 

I went on to say — 
Palliative care has suffered in part due to the opacity of its accounting within a clinical context. Because 
it has not been measured it hasn’t mattered. To keep governments honest in the long term we must improve 
the manner by which we identify and measure palliative care services in the WA Health budget and 
through the activities of the individual health service providers by way of their annual reports. 
As discussed, I hope to win your agreement to have Palliative Care Services as a discrete service line 
incorporated in WA Health’s Resource Agreement with Treasury for the 2020–21 Budget Year and beyond. 
This would mean identifying palliative care as a separate expense line item in the portfolio’s service 
summary statement in the budget papers, with the anticipated total and yearly expenditure over the forecast 
estimates period detailed. 

I went on to say that the minister’s response was going to have a nontrivial impact on the way that I voted on the 
Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2019, because I did not want to see palliative care generally forgotten about in the 
rush to vote in voluntary assisted dying. To the minister’s credit, he listened, I think, with a measure of genuine 
interest. He wrote back to me on 15 October and, to paraphrase, he said that he agreed that the discrete reporting 
of palliative care within the WA health budget was an important issue and that it would ensure transparency and 
accountability for the resources allocated by the state government. He went on to say — 

Further to your representations on this matter, I am pleased to confirm that I have instructed the Department 
of Health from the 2020–21 State Budget to include within the significant issues section of the WA Health 
budget statement a stand-alone table with supporting commentary illustrating the funding, expenditure 
and services for palliative care. 
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That is important because it addresses the matter of whether the 10 inpatient beds exist in the North Metropolitan 
Health Service. There was a degree of fungibility and opacity around the way that governments had traditionally 
spoken about their apparent commitment to palliative care services. We need to understand whether governments 
are fulfilling the commitments that they ostensibly give. One measure of proving that up is whether or not the 
government provides a considered response to reports, as Hon Nick Goiran has drawn attention to. It is a matter 
that is of critical importance to every individual and every strata of society and, unfortunately, it is being provided 
lip-service to. I hate to say that the government’s lack of response to this report, notwithstanding the fact that we 
have been to an election and we have been in caretaker mode, is another indication that this government is largely all 
spin and no substance. That should not be permitted to occur for the simple fact that the government is led by the 
most powerful Premier in the country, who has swiftly appointed himself to be the luckiest Treasurer in the western 
world. The government controls both houses of Parliament. Nothing stands in its way of fixing problems, so long 
as it has a genuine commitment to fix those problems. 
I am pleased to say that in the 2020–21 health budget, the minister followed through on his word. It was not 
particularly where I wanted it, but for the interested people, there is a table on page 317 of budget paper No 2. In my 
view, it is a good first step, but it is not what I want; I want to see palliative care listed as a discrete service line. 
Only then can we test whether the government is fulfilling its commitment. 
I will turn very briefly to the third limb of this motion—paragraph (c). People with even a short political memory 
will recall that Roger Cook was probably the most effective opposition health spokesperson the state has seen 
for some time. If there was a problem, the now minister was all over it. He would be a dependable feature around 
6.03 or 6.04 pm in a Sunday night bulletin, standing outside Perth Children’s Hospital, in the waiting room with some 
poor unfortunate person or at the bedside of people, looking very concerned and then lambasting the government 
for some imagined, perceived or exaggerated failure. 
Several members interjected. 
Hon TJORN SIBMA: I thought that even that gentle provocation would attract some interest! How easy it is to be 
a critic. Do members recall the sustainable health review and the 12 different line items? I do not know how many 
hundreds of thousands of dollars was committed to that exercise in 2017, 2018 and 2019. What has it delivered? 
The Labor Party went to the election with this mantra: “Keeping WA safe and strong, safe and strong”. 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon TJORN SIBMA: What an appalling exercise of the government to mislead the public of Western Australia 
about the true state of the health system. It is a shambolic mess! The Minister for Health had more than eight years 
as an opposition spokesperson to form a pretty good idea about what to do. He has been the minister for four years. 
I hate to say it, because I think he is genuinely a good person, but President and members of this chamber, he is 
hopelessly out of his depth. He is failing, day in and day out. It is not as though the Premier does not have 72 or 
73 other people to choose from to provide that portfolio. Let us get serious and let us start taking the public of 
Western Australia seriously. Please, please take this opportunity to assume the full measure of the government’s 
responsibilities and fix the health system and give palliative care the respect it deserves. 
HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan) [10.40 am]: I make a few comments about this motion, in 
particular paragraph (c). My contribution today will not be Churchillian and bring down the government—I will 
leave that until next week!—but I intend to give — 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: I am not listening to you! Nothing has changed! I will not listen to you; I will not take 
interjections from you! 
I say at the outset that I will give a couple of personal anecdotes, because what I witnessed last week was pretty 
traumatic, and it relates to what is happening in our health system. We have all heard about the ambulance ramping 
in recent months. The shadow health spokesperson was quoted in an article, which states — 

Ambulance ramping at Perth hospitals continues to worsen, with the State Opposition claiming the system 
is reaching crisis point. 
The Opposition released figures showing that ramping in May was 53 per cent worse than the same period 
last year, with the peak flu season still months away. 
It said emergency department congestion at Fiona Stanley Hospital had not been resolved, with the hospital 
recording 46 hours of ramping on Tuesday, eclipsing the previous single day record of 31 hours. 
Opposition health spokesman … said the Government should take decisive action. 
“We’re very concerned that the Government is not taking this problem seriously, or have admitted defeat … 
“What we are seeing is a crisis as month after month we have increases in our ambulance ramping right 
across metropolitan hospitals … 
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“This situation is out of control and the Minister for Health is simply missing in action, unable to respond 
to the crisis.” 

That, of course, was not the current opposition health spokesperson, Libby Mettam; that was shadow health 
spokesperson Roger Cook on Thursday, 4 June 2015. He stated also on 12 February 2017 — 

Health Department figures show ambulances were ramped outside Perth hospitals for 1,030 hours in 
January. The previous worst January was 980 hours, in 2015. 

Well, well, what a difference opposition makes. Let us look at ambulance ramping now. In January 2021, the figure 
was 4 165 hours, and the now minister was saying it was apparently 1 030 hours—it was not; it was 805. Ambulance 
ramping in February 2017 was 690 hours and in 2021 it was 3 162. We have a crisis on our hands. Make no bones 
about it. Let us not sugar-coat this. Our health system has problems. 

I witnessed that firsthand last week, and I am just going to give two examples, because this was dreadful. Last 
Thursday, 20 May, I was sitting in my electorate office having lunch with my staff. There is a road right out the 
front of my office. It is in a car park that goes from one end of Warwick Grove to the top end. I saw this old couple 
walk past my office, and as they went downhill, I saw the lady fall. They were very elderly. I jumped up and went 
out. The old man had the old lady by the hand and was trying to get her off the ground. She was screaming in pain. 
It was dreadful. I went over and asked him to stop and leave her. He could not speak English; he was Italian. The 
old lady was writhing in pain. It was heart-wrenching. I sat down with her, put my hand under her head and stroked 
her—stroked her chin, stroked her cheek and stroked her head. She was screaming. It was dreadful. This woman 
had broken either her femur or her hip; that was evident. I asked one of the other ladies who came to look to please 
go to my office and call the ambulance. She did that. Almost an hour later, the ambulance arrived. I thought at one 
stage the lady, whose name is Iris, was going to die in my arms. She kept on pointing to her chest. She was chatting. 
We developed a wonderful relationship in that hour. I kept on calming her. I kept on patting her on the cheek and 
on the shoulder. She was telling me she did not want to go down there; she did not want to die. She kept on telling 
me this. She was telling me she wanted to go back to Italy, and I was comforting her the whole time. It has dreadful. 
I kept on telling the people ringing to please hurry the ambulance up because I thought the woman was dying, 
although I did not say that so she could hear. I can go into a lot more detail, but I will not. Suffice to say it was 
extraordinarily distressing, but I am not the one who has to deal with that. Poor old Iris, who had to have been in 
her 80s, had to deal with that. I do not know what happened to Iris. She was taken to hospital. She was screaming 
all the way. She did not want me to leave. She held my hand and kept on calling out, “Peter, Peter, don’t let me go.” 
The ambulance officers came. She was screaming all the way through. She would not have a needle. I am not 
going to keep on going on about it. It was heart-wrenching. I have tried to find out where Iris is and how she is. 
We cannot find that out of course. We phoned all the hospitals, but they will not let us know. St John’s do not let 
us know anything. I understand that; do not get me wrong. That is confidential. I really, really want to know what 
happened to Iris. I hope she was not banked up in one of the hospitals for hours on end, because that woman was 
in absolute agony. 

The second incident was on Friday. My mother has her hair done at Warwick Grove shopping centre, and she comes 
and has lunch with us and I take her home. The hairdresser phoned me and said my mother was not well. To cut 
a long story short, I got there and she was not well. She is 88. She is the most magnificent woman on this earth. She 
is just a wonderful woman. She is kind, compassionate, ferociously loyal and stoic. She survived two doses of 
terminal cancer 30 years ago, had bypass surgery 11 years ago and had a hip replacement eight years ago. I knew 
she was not well. I rang my sister and said I would bring her home, because by the time I got her into the car she 
was feeling okay. But she was not well. She was still breathing very heavily. My sister took her to the doctor and 
he said to go to emergency immediately. She was taken to emergency, and they did a blood test. They put a cannula 
in so that she could have further blood tests if required. While they were waiting for the blood test, she was asked 
to sit in emergency; this is an almost 88-year-old woman. My mother sat in emergency for six hours. For six hours 
that 88-year-old woman sat in emergency waiting for someone to come and see her. My sister kept on going up to 
the staff and saying, “My mother is sitting in this chair. She has a broken hip. It is a hard chair. At least give her 
something soft to sit on.” They did not. My mother is extraordinarily resilient and put up with it to such a point, but 
by seven o’clock last Friday evening she said she could not stand it any longer. My sister spoke to one of the nurses 
and asked her to please take the cannula out because my mother wanted to go home, and she went home. Then, in 
the last two days she has developed a clot in her nose. She had the jab—I advised her to, as I had it—and now she 
is convinced she is going to have a blood clot. She will not go back to emergency, and that is the only option she 
has. She does not want to sit in an emergency room for another six hours again. 

I am not saying that for political purposes. Iris and Beryl are, quite frankly, coming to the end of their lives; they 
are in their 80s. But they do not deserve to be left lying on the asphalt for an hour waiting for an ambulance to rock 
up or to sit in the waiting room of an emergency section of a hospital for six hours for someone to come and have 
a look at them. They do not. They have worked damn hard all their lives; I could tell from spending an hour with 
Iris that she has. This is the human interest story that we are dealing with in Western Australia at the moment. This 
is happening every day. I will get political here. Let us not beat our chest about billion-dollar surpluses. Let’s not 
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look at the emergency section of our hospitals and say they are okay, because they are not. On behalf of Iris and 
Beryl, my darling mother, I say: can you guys please spend some money on our health system so that people do 
not have to sit on the road and on hard seats for six hours, and there will be someone to come along and show them 
a bit of compassion and say to them, “You’re just as significant as anyone else.” If we cannot deliver that sort of 
service to people in our society now, in the twenty-first century, we should hang our heads in shame. On behalf of 
Iris and Beryl, I say to the government: you guys need to do better. 
HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (South West — Minister for Regional Development) [10.50 am]: I thank 
members for their contributions. I acknowledge that it is National Palliative Care Week. It is a really important 
opportunity to think about palliative care. I was interested in Hon Nick Goiran’s comments on data that shows that 
many people do not want to plan for end of life. They or their families do not want to think about death because it 
is upsetting. I think that is probably true. I would like to think that we can start developing an ability to understand 
and embrace our mortality. The progress made in establishing the voluntary assisted dying legislation will be an 
important part of people perhaps being more prepared to come to terms with the fact that their life will end—that 
this is the way it has always been and always will be—and give more thought to and prepare for what they want 
for their own lives and family members and friends who they value. I think that goes to the heart of our acceptance 
of who we are as human beings. 
It seemed to me that Hon Tjorn Sibma, who we acknowledge was one of the few people in his party to come out 
and support the voluntary assisted dying legislation, was praising that the majority—I think about 80 per cent—of 
his party in this place did not support the legislation, and that that proved they were people of profound moral 
principle. I am not suggesting that they are not people of moral principle, but one should reflect on why it is that 
80 per cent of members of a major political party—or what was a major political party—opposed a provision that 
80 per cent of the population so deeply supported. There was profound support across the community for the 
legislation, yet 80 per cent of members of the Liberal Party in this place could not see a way clear to support that 
legislation. That little gem is an example of the disconnect between the people who represent the Liberal Party and 
the people who they represent, and might give a little clue to what happened at the last election. 
Hon Peter Collier: How dare you! 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: It is not, “How dare you!” 
Hon Peter Collier: We had that debate; you move on. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: No. I am sorry; this was actually raised by Hon Tjorn Sibma. I take this really 
seriously. I believe in democracy. I believe that we need a strong opposition. I think there are people here who 
probably are not reflecting properly on what happened to their party, and they need to. I am just, in a very helpful 
way, trying to give some guidance because new members have come in who perhaps might want to reflect on 
that history. 
Hon Peter Collier: That’s disgraceful. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: It is not disgraceful. For the new members who do not know, the member 
interjecting is the member for outrage and hurt feelings who thinks everything said by members on this side of the 
chamber is distressing and shameful. We do not take any notice of that. I think what is disgraceful and shameful 
is the way you have led your party down the gurgler! That is what is disgraceful and shameful. 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order, members! One speaker at a time, please, particularly for Hansard who likes to record 
the debate in here. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: The undertaker is there digging the grave, making it bigger and bigger. 
Hon Nick Goiran is agitated by the fact we have not yet had an official government response to the very extensive 
and lengthy Palliative care in Western Australia—Progress report. I know that Hon Nick Goiran is an absolute 
demon for the standing orders and the procedures of Parliament—some might even say he fetishises it. Therefore, 
the member would be well aware that, strictly speaking, with the proroguing of Parliament, this report lapsed. 
However, we are not being pedants and Minister Roger Cook has made it clear that he wants to take the good work 
in this report—he is not going to rely on standing orders to ignore that report—and respond to it. 
Hon Nick Goiran interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: We will be providing a response. Honestly, there are times when we can say that 
governments have taken too long, but this is absolutely not one of those times. That is the most outrageous suggestion. 
Hon Nick Goiran: Six months! 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: It is a report that came down just before Parliament broke. 
Hon Nick Goiran: You should’ve got someone to sit down and write it. 
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The PRESIDENT: Order! Interjections are interesting—to a point. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: Hon Nick Goiran said, “You should’ve got someone to sit down and write it.” 
Hon Nick Goiran: Isn’t that what is normally done? 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: No. These issues need to be considered by the minister. It is not six months. We 
had an election period. We had a period of about six months — 
Hon Nick Goiran interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order, member. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: That is truly ludicrous even by the member’s standards. It was a report that came 
down just before the Christmas period when the government was going into caretaker mode, and then reconstituted. 
Hon Nick Goiran: It was six months! 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: No-one is going to listen to that stupid criticism. What we have is a commitment 
by our very able health minister, Roger Cook, to provide a comprehensive response to the report. 
Hon Nick Goiran: When? 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: Next month. The minister, with all his many and varied responsibilities, has 
committed to give a response next month. In the meantime, he is getting on with ensuring that the projects to improve 
and increase palliative care that we committed to are actually being rolled out. I understand that over 32 new 
palliative care positions have been rolled out in the regions, including for the first time a whole series of Aboriginal 
palliative care workers in regional areas to provide a service that really takes into account some of the very different 
perspectives around life and death that are found in our Aboriginal communities. We have stood up the 20 beds 
that we committed to in the northern region. Sorry; I think it was 10 beds that we committed to. 
Hon Nick Goiran: Is it 10 or 20? 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I am just going to check the number. Whatever number was committed we went 
out to tender on them, but unfortunately none of the tenders was appropriate, so we negotiated with Joondalup Health 
Campus to have 10 beds set aside for palliative care. Those beds are operating. In the meantime, we are negotiating 
with the parties that unsuccessfully tendered to see whether they can get to a point where we believe they will 
be capable of delivering that service. Our work at the Carnarvon hospital is proceeding well and includes an 
aged-care facility with provision for palliative care within it. We understand that that will be operational, hopefully, 
by the end of this year. 
We are pleased that the Department of Health has made good headway in progressing work on the advance healthcare 
directive. One of the things that came out of all the work in the lead-up to the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2019 
was that the advance health directives were not working properly. There was no central register of them or ease of 
access to them. As part of the whole package of palliative care and helping people through the final years of their life, 
it was really important to get that new system up and running to help people have a measure of control over their 
lives. I understand that a lot of work has been done on that and we hope it will be up and running early next year. 
As we have seen in jurisdictions both in Australia and overseas that have moved to legislate for voluntary assisted 
dying, there has been an improvement and increase in expenditure on palliative care because the whole area has 
put the spotlight on the challenges of end of life and the deficiencies in the system. I must say that my experience 
with palliative care services in WA has been fantastic. I nursed my father-in-law and a very good friend through 
their deaths at home a couple of years ago, and I found that the services offered by Silver Chain were absolutely 
exceptional. We have got the fundamentals of good service. It is important for us to keep vigilant and identify where 
the gaps are and where we are not hitting the spot, and we will continue to do this. Our very excellent Minister for 
Health has committed to have the government’s response to the report available by next month, which I think is 
very speedy when we consider all of the circumstances. 
HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [11.05 am]: I rise to support the motion before the house in this 
important week, being National Palliative Care Week. When I first became a member eight years ago, I must admit 
that I did not have a great understanding of palliative care. I understood that it existed, but it was not something 
that I was really accustomed to. I had not been through end-of-life experiences like other members have talked about 
during this debate or the voluntary assisted dying debate, so it has been a bit of a learning curve for me throughout 
my term to understand the value of palliative care services in Western Australia and more broadly. 
On Tuesday this week, Hon Nick Goiran and I attended a breakfast hosted by Palliative Care Western Australia. 
I have been to the annual breakfast previously. It obviously could not be held last year, but it was held this year 
on Tuesday morning. It is never easy to get up to attend a breakfast, particularly on a parliamentary sitting Tuesday, 
knowing how manic they are, but attending this breakfast was really valuable. It was a room of mostly people 
involved in the palliative care sector, from clinicians to nurses, representatives of aged-care facilities and a whole 
range of other stakeholders. The guest speaker this year was Dr Peter Saul, who is an intensive care specialist with 
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quite a range of expertise in policy and the law around palliative care. I encourage members who are not familiar 
with the work of Palliative Care Western Australia and its annual breakfast during National Palliative Care Week 
to try, if their diary affords them the opportunity, to attend next year, because it is really quite a worthy event. 

I picked up a publication at this event called Palliative caring: Information for families and carers who are caring 
for a person with a life-limiting illness or condition. It is published by Palliative Care WA. I have been flicking through 
it during the week and am glad I still have it for today’s debate, because I think it is a really good resource that 
Palliative Care Western Australia could perhaps provide to members and their electorate offices so that we could 
help to support people who are supporting their family members through the end of life. These are often some of the 
most difficult situations. Certainly in my experience, those issues do not present at the electorate office on a regular 
basis, but when they do, they are very difficult. They are often very complex, and even more so in regional and remote 
settings, where access to medical services and health services more generally are not comparable to our regional cities 
and urban areas. I will quote from page 15 of this brochure, which is headed “What is palliative care?” One of the 
things reinforced at the breakfast on Tuesday is just how little people understand what palliative care is, and the 
misperceptions that perhaps exist around palliative care. I want to quote this briefly. The brochure states — 

Palliative care is person and family-centred care provided for a person with an active, progressive, advancing 
illness, with little or no prospect of cure, and who is expected to die. The primary goal of care is to optimise 
the quality of life that remains. 

The care offered may include: 

• Medical treatment 

• Relief of pain and other symptoms e.g. vomiting, shortness of breath 

• Access to resources such as equipment needed to aid care at home 

• Assistance for families to come together to talk about sensitive issues 

• Links to other services such as home help and financial support 

• Support for people to meet cultural obligations 

• Support for emotional, social and spiritual concerns 

• Counselling and grief support 

• Referrals to respite care services 

I think there is a general misperception—not only across patients and their families, but across clinicians and the 
healthcare sector—about what palliative care is, and that was reinforced to me on Tuesday. We need to keep talking 
about what palliative care is, what the services are, how to access them and when to access them. It is not something 
that ought to be accessed in the dying days or hours of somebody’s journey. There is certainly a lot more to be 
learnt and I think that is why the report of the Joint Select Committee on Palliative Care in Western Australia has 
been an important one. Members have spoken about the genesis of the report being the consideration of the 
Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2019 in this chamber when a commitment was made to establish such a joint select 
committee. Unfortunately, the report was tabled in November of 2020, which means that we have not had an 
appropriate opportunity to consider the report’s findings and recommendations, and it is quite a substantial report 
at 212 pages. 

One of the options that are available to the Legislative Council beyond today is to consider whether this report—
indeed, other reports may have also received inadequate consideration in the previous Parliament—ought to be 
reinstated to the notice paper. Particularly at a time when committees are only just winding back up again and 
it may be some months before we see reports of substance being reported to the Legislative Council for its 
consideration, I think this report and potentially other reports are of significant enough value that they should be 
reintroduced to the notice paper for consideration by the Legislative Council. We did that after the previous election. 
A number of committee reports were tabled late in that term and they were reinstated on the notice paper for 
consideration by the house. As the minister responding has just outlined, the government’s intention is to release 
a government response at some time next month. We will then go into the winter recess and then there will be an 
opportunity, perhaps after the winter recess, to consider the substance of not only the very good report but also the 
government’s response during the one hour that is allocated to the consideration of committee reports on Wednesdays 
of sitting weeks. 

I want to talk about the delivery of regional palliative care services. Hon Nick Goiran stepped through the number of 
commitments that were made pretty well around the voluntary assisted dying debate. I think a commitment was made 
out of the budget that year, which was whilst the Legislative Assembly was considering the Voluntary Assisted Dying 
Bill, and then I think a second commitment was made shortly after the arrival of that bill in the Legislative Council. 
Obviously, a number of questions were asked and we scrutinised palliative care in the context of voluntary assisted 
dying. At this point, I want to recognise, amongst others, the work of a former member of this place, Hon Jim Chown, 
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and particularly some of the questions that he pursued around the access to palliative care services in regional 
Western Australia. I am sure as members became more interested in this issue, particularly in the context of voluntary 
assisted dying, certainly a lot more scrutiny was paid to it. 
I found it quite interesting when I asked some questions about the government’s commitments to palliative care in 
2019. I referred to the announcements made on 9 May 2019 and 10 October 2019 in the context of the voluntary 
assisted dying debate. It was interesting that even right up until the last election, in late 2020, I asked a question 
on 13 August 2020 about the models of care. I pursued this matter because the message we were getting was that 
the models of care will change region to region and location to location. The government was very specific about 
the funding amount, the number of FTEs, the regional breakdown, but the one question it was not able to answer 
was about the models of care. Reflecting on this joint select committee report, the government made some progress 
on it, but did not address it fully. It is still an area in which we are yet to see some greater understanding of how 
increased palliative care services will be delivered in regional and remote contexts. I agree that it will change 
location to location, but it worries me that we are now in 2020 and these funding commitments were made in 2019. 
Some were end-dated 2022, 2023 and we still do not have clarity around how they will be delivered and, as we are 
approaching that time frame, the commitment that will be made by the state into the future. 
Madam Acting President, thank you for the opportunity. It is an excellent motion in National Palliative Care Week 
to recognise the importance of palliative care, and I ask members to consider whether this joint select committee 
report ought to be reinstated to the notice paper. 
HON LORNA HARPER (East Metropolitan) [11.15 am]: I am very grateful that the issue of palliative care is 
being spoken about this week. As I alluded to in my inaugural speech, I have a personal connection to palliative care 
here in Western Australia. I would like to talk to members about my friend John. John and Sarah moved here to 
Australia about nine years ago. John is the same age of me—we are 51 years of age; I am not ashamed to put that 
on the record—and they have a five-year-old and three-year-old. Last year, John developed headaches. The doctor 
thought it was high blood pressure. In January this year, he had a car accident and he was fine—everybody thought. 
But afterwards he was very sleepy, so his wife took him to Joondalup Health Campus in the North Metropolitan 
Health Service. They did an X-ray and discovered there was a mass on John’s brain. Very quickly, in the early hours 
of the morning, they sent him to Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital for treatment by the specialists there. John has 
a cancer—I will not insult anybody by trying to pronounce it—called GBM. It is one of the worst cancers you can 
get. He had a very, very large tumour removed and started undergoing radiotherapy and chemotherapy. 
At the time, John was told that if he was lucky, like 50 per cent of other sufferers, he would have 18 months. That 
is not to be. Being ill, John went back to Sir Charlies quite a few times. His wife tried to look after him at home 
but he was an ex–rugby player and built like an ex–rugby player. It was very difficult for his wife to move this 
man who was paralysed down one side of his body and could not move by himself. It was very difficult for John, 
at home, in front of his wife and children, to be a man who had trouble feeding himself and toileting and had 
accidents. The man was horrified. He felt he had lost all his dignity. The last time he went to visit the hospital for 
a check-up, they kept him in. I have heard a lot said about the North Metropolitan Health Service and palliative care, 
but I can tell members that the palliative care team at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital are sensational. There were 
no questions or comments from them about a lack of services or a lack of beds. They did not mention any of that. All 
they talked about was what they could do and what palliative care could do for John and Sarah. John spent some 
time in Sir Charlies and, again, the staff are fantastic. 
Now he is residing in Bethesda. As a public patient in a private hospital, he has a beautiful view over the Swan River. 
He makes sure he gets his bed hoisted up so that he can see that view. He is basically bed-bound. He has been out 
a couple of times but in these COVID times it is hard. He was given four weeks to live and he has passed that. His 
family managed to travel from the UK and spend their two weeks in quarantine and are now with him. They are 
here to watch their son and their brother die. His two little kids do not quite understand it. Having a conversation 
with a five-year-old about “Your dad is going to die” is probably one of the worst things I have ever seen in my 
life. The care and attention he is receiving in the North Metropolitan Health Service is sensational. There has never 
been a question about lack of funding or lack of understanding. It is amazing what is happening. 
The member referenced a survey on the Palliative Care Australia website about the percentage of people who 
understood the term “end of life”. I also read that survey because I, too, am interested. It was a survey of 1 000 people. 
I understand that it is just a snapshot. I hope that the conversations we are having today will encourage other people 
to talk about end-of-life choices. Unlike us, John is facing that choice. If—it is a very big if—he is still here on 
1 July, he will have the opportunity to make a decision about whether to end his own life. That is a choice he has 
thanks to the McGowan Labor government. It will be his choice. John, his wife Sarah, his mum June, his dad Alan 
and his sister Sue fully support that choice. John is not happy that he is sitting in a bed withering away in front of 
his two little children. 
Palliative care is more than we think. My stepfather died of mesothelioma. He was too ill to go into palliative care, 
but that was back in 2005. We have come a long way. As a result of the voluntary assisted dying debate, a lot more 
people are aware of the choices available to them at the end of life. 
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Our health service is one of the best funded in Australia. Having worked for the union, I have personal experience 
of going through the hospitals, so I have seen what is going on in those places. Whilst people are making comments, 
I encourage every member in this house to spend some time in a hospital, go into a palliative care unit, go into an 
emergency department and sit and watch and see what is happening. Then we can truly stand with personal experience 
and make comments about whether they are well run and whether the staff are supported. Let us remember when 
we are talking about this that we are talking about people we know or have known who are dying. Let us not be 
flippant and shout at each other across the house because we have a difference of opinion. This is a really truly 
sensitive and sincere subject. Palliative care is more than we think. Please remember that.  
HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [11.22 am]: Very briefly, like many of the 
motions that are moved in this place by opposition members, debate on this motion started out well, in a reasonable 
manner, but it became unreasonable and degenerated into a political pointscoring exercise as we went along. At 
no point did I hear Hon Nick Goiran acknowledge the wonderful men and women who work in the area of palliative 
care, and the families and patients who use the service. I want to acknowledge all of them today in National Palliative 
Care Week. It is a difficult area to work in. It is not an area that attracts a lot of staff. Anyone who works in that field 
is truly wonderful and needs our acknowledgement in palliative care week as much as the people they assist and 
work with every day. That also applies to all our healthcare workers right across the health system. After a year of 
the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic, it is fair to say—I do not think the staff in the health system will mind me 
saying this—that everyone is tired and fatigued. It has been a particularly difficult year for frontline healthcare 
workers. I do not think it is helpful to come into Parliament and denigrate the work that they have done over 
the last year. It has been very challenging for everyone. I thank and acknowledge every single one of them, right 
through to the administrators of the health system. Most of all, I will not have it when Hon Tjorn Sibma makes 
the claim that the Minister for Health is out of his depth. He is the best health minister that this state has seen. He 
has done an amazing job during the most adverse circumstances over the past 12 months. He has fronted the media 
day after day to keep Western Australians abreast of what is happening during the pandemic, and he has kept 
Western Australians safe. 
Funding for our health system is 18 per cent higher than the national average. We are getting great support in the 
regions from this minister and this government, with projects that have been sitting waiting for 20 years in the 
areas of health, hospital upgrades and mental health finally becoming a reality. I understand that it is difficult for 
the opposition. I understand that things go tragically wrong, as they did recently at Perth Children’s Hospital, and 
they do not go to plan. For those members who are unaware, my family has also been through an adverse outcome 
with the loss of a child. I do not think this is the forum to deal with those tragic events. Our hearts go out to the family 
of Aishwarya and everyone who has had an adverse outcome in our health system. Of course it is not perfect. Of 
course it can be made better, but it is the best in the world. During times like this, we should acknowledge those 
people who make it the best in the world. 
HON KYLE McGINN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [11.25 am]: I, too, rise today in 
the brief time that is left to put on the record my comments relating to the motion moved in the chamber. I will 
probably speak specifically to the report of the Joint Select Committee on Palliative Care in Western Australia, 
and paragraph (a) of the motion. I, too, will join Hon Darren West in giving my thanks to all healthcare workers, 
particularly those in the palliative care space, this week. I want to go one step further and give a big shout out to 
people working in the Aboriginal palliative care space. I hope members get time to read the report. I thank the 
committee staff for their assistance. It was an extensive inquiry conducted over a very short time frame. If the inquiry 
had the opportunity to go a bit longer, we would probably have seen more resounding results in the report and 
probably a bit more information around the recommendations. One of the parts of the report that is really important 
starts on page 85, which dives into palliative care for Aboriginal people. It states — 

The Committee heard evidence that Aboriginal people are generally underrepresented in the palliative 
and end-of-life care patient population, and often have difficulty accessing palliative care services. 

Another section of this report touches on telehealth, referencing the amazing step forward that we have had in 
telehealth, particularly in regional Western Australia and the Mining and Pastoral Region. It was a little like forbidden 
fruit, when no-one wanted to touch it for a while, but then we had the COVID-19 pandemic and telehealth started 
to rocket a bit more. There are some amazing telehealth set-ups right around regional WA that have taken a lot of 
pressure and stress off people who need to travel long distances to see professionals. They will play a very important 
role in delivering Aboriginal palliative care, particularly in regions such as the Kimberley. 
As we go through this report, we read instances of when the committee managed to communicate with organisations. 
As I have said before in this chamber—I believe it was during discussion on the report on elder abuse in the last 
Parliament—it was very difficult to get hold of Aboriginal health providers during the elder abuse inquiry. I think we 
had better success with this report into palliative care, with a lot of effort put in trying to get that done. Effort is needed 
in that space to ensure that we hear the Aboriginal voice into these reports and inquiries. One of the recommendations 
that is bang on, and probably one of the best in the report, states — 

Palliative care units be designed in consultation with local Aboriginal community members and elders. 
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We would think that would be very simple. That needs to be implemented to ensure that the local community is 
part of creating these systems, otherwise we come in with an outsider’s view, in an ivory tower, dictating terms on 
how a system is going to operate. That does not work. Too many times we see programs and projects implemented 
by federal, state or local governments without interaction and consultation that do not get utilised and end up being 
a waste of money. Then a new government comes in, gets rid of the program and starts another one without consultation.  
Palliative care is critical because the conversation about life and death is a big conversation and cultural understandings 
have to be taken into account. There is a bigger debate here about whether or not to die on country; indeed, in the 
goldfields, views about that are split. Last year, a high percentage of Aboriginal people preferred to pass away in 
palliative care units in Kalgoorlie rather than pass away on country. I will touch on that further when we next get 
to talk about palliative care. 
Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 

RENEWABLE HYDROGEN INDUSTRY 
Motion 

HON SHELLEY PAYNE (Agricultural) [11.30 am] — without notice: I move — 
That this house supports the McGowan government’s initiatives to create a renewable hydrogen industry 
in Western Australia. 

I appreciate the opportunity to move this motion. For the benefit of some of the new members who have not had 
a chance to investigate what the hydrogen industry is, I will give a brief overview. The hydrogen industry is about 
using hydrogen for energy. A lot of members might not know that all the fuel and fossil fuels that we use now—
diesel, petrol for our cars and natural gas—is all hydrogen, but the problem is that the hydrogen is bonded with carbon, 
so when we burn those fuels in our cars and houses, we end up with carbon emissions, which we know is not good 
for the environment. The hydrogen industry is a cleaner industry. Water, which is readily available and a stable 
substance, is split in a process called electrolysis to get the hydrogen out of it. It is a clean industry with no emissions 
and so it is better for the environment. 
The main thing about hydrogen is that we can store it and use it for energy. The hydrogen industry is an emerging 
industry; there is still work to do to make it more efficient, cost-effective and safe. Members might hear people 
talk about the renewable hydrogen industry, which is when we use renewable energy for the hydrogen industry. 
Solar energy or wind farms are used to create the electricity that we need to create hydrogen from the water. This 
whole process is clean from production all the way through the chain. It is a clean industry, and that is important 
for our environment. Today, most hydrogen is made from natural gas, which creates emissions, so this will make it 
cleaner and, as I said, better for the environment. What can we do with this hydrogen? We can put it in our natural 
gas pipelines to make our natural gas and the gas that we burn more efficient, and we can store it and export it. We 
have a huge natural gas export industry at the moment and it is something that we can do. 
In 2019, the government released its WA Renewable Hydrogen Strategy, which contains certain goals. The 
government has brought forward those goals because, globally, the industry is moving ahead quite quickly. We 
want to make sure that we can build our export of hydrogen to the same levels that our natural gas exports are at 
today to make sure that we can start to put hydrogen into our natural gas pipelines because that will make the gas 
that we burn in our houses and everything better for the environment. Also, we want to use it in our mine haulage 
vehicles. We have a huge mining industry and that is another of the goals in the strategy. The final goal is to make 
sure that we use some of this hydrogen for transportation in vehicles in regional Western Australia. 
As I said, these goals have been brought forward because of advances in the industry. We have invested more than 
$35 million towards developing this industry in Western Australia. There is a huge potential for this industry in 
Western Australia. We are lucky that we are not a country such as Singapore that has no land. We have a huge 
amount of land on which we can create renewable energy from wind and solar. We already have a big natural gas 
export industry so we can use all our knowledge about that industry to try to develop an export industry for hydrogen. 
Currently, global demand for hydrogen is more than 70 million tonnes a year and it is estimated that our hydrogen 
exports could reach more than two billion tonnes by 2030 and 5.7 billion tonnes by 2040. Here in Western Australia 
we are involved in a number of exciting hydrogen projects. The first one, which members have probably heard 
about, involves the Oakajee deep water port—it is one of the Western Australian government’s projects—which 
is 23 kilometres north of Geraldton. It is also the site of a strategic industrial area that has a lot of potential. That 
area is recognised for its world-class wind and solar energy potential and it has the capacity to support an extensive 
renewable energy hub. Recent investigations have shown that it has a lot of potential for solar and wind generation. 
Some members might recall that last year in September, the government called for expressions of interest for the 
creation of a renewable hydrogen production and export industry in this strategic industrial area. Sixty-five expressions 
of interest were received, some of them from around the world, and they are currently being reviewed. 
The second exciting project, which got underway this month with construction starting, is the first community 
hydrogen power plant in Denham in the Gascoyne. In a first for Australia, it will have a renewable hydrogen-powered 
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remote microgrid. It is an exciting project. We were also fortunate this month to receive a funding boost of more 
than $70 million from the federal government’s Australian Renewable Energy Agency. That funding round funded 
only three projects and two of them are in Western Australia, which just shows our potential for a hydrogen industry 
in Western Australia. The first project, which is up in the Pilbara, is the $42.5 million Yuri Green Ammonia project 
comprising a 10-megawatt electrolyser to produce renewable hydrogen energy, to which this government allocated 
$2 million earlier this year. The Australian Renewable Energy Agency also allocated $28.7 million for the 10-megawatt 
electrolyser at Clean Energy Innovation Park, which is run by ATCO Australia and located in the midwest at 
Warradarge wind farm. It will produce renewable hydrogen for gas blending and will go into the natural gas pipelines. 
The government helped to kickstart that project last year with a feasibility study into the Clean Energy Innovation 
Park. Those two projects receiving federal funding aligns with our government’s hydrogen strategy with regard to 
developing a hydrogen industry for both export and our local gas network. It is really important that we invest in 
a hydrogen industry to first of all reduce our impacts on the environment and also to support these emerging technical 
industries and stay competitive in the global market. There is a huge opportunity in WA for a renewable hydrogen 
industry, but it will not happen without significant investment and lead times. I commend Hon Alannah MacTiernan, 
the Minister for Hydrogen Industry, for her work in driving this new industry in Western Australia and also the 
government’s commitment to the technical advancement of our state. 
HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [11.38 am]: I rise today in support of the motion moved by 
Hon Shelley Payne. No-one in this place should be surprised that I support this motion wholeheartedly. The 
McGowan government has been pushing hard in the renewable and alternative energy space since the day it was 
elected in 2017 and, as Hon Shelley Payne mentioned, in 2019 it launched the WA Renewable Hydrogen Strategy. 
There are many reasons to support this government’s initiatives to create a renewable hydrogen industry in 
Western Australia. The first and most obvious one is quite simply that it is the right thing to do. It is the right thing 
to do for our future, it is the right thing to do for our children’s future, and it is the right thing to do for the planet. 
It is true that these statements could be made about a great many policy directions, some of which are difficult and 
costly to implement, but the beauty of this initiative—and the second of the three reasons I want to put forward—
is the net economic benefit to Western Australia that will be realised through the creation of a renewable hydrogen 
industry in this state. That is the second reason—the simple economic export argument. The third reason is that it 
is an opportunity to become a world leader in hydrogen and hydrogen technology. 
Hon Shelley Payne has already outlined why Western Australia is best placed geographically, and has the climatic 
conditions required, for hydrogen production. Western Australia also has a natural advantage over many other places 
in the developed world. I will not rehash that for honourable members. I want to go back and explore the reasons in 
a bit more detail, starting with the initial reason, which is that it is the right thing to do. I am sure—or, I hope—that 
no-one in this chamber will need convincing of this, but I will say it anyway: as the world moves at an ever-increasing 
pace towards the realisation that the continued use of fossil fuels is not just a thing of the past, but is actually 
harmful to the planet, new technologies are increasingly being seen as the only way forward. That is not just here, 
but across the whole world. Hydrogen technology, supported by renewable energy at the front end, represents a clean 
energy source for the future of not only our state and our country but also the entire globe. 
The second reason is the economic argument. For more than 50 years Western Australia has been at the forefront 
of the export of resources and minerals around the world. As Hon Alannah MacTiernan pointed out in December 
last year, if we get this right—I think Hon Shelley Payne alluded to this—Australia’s hydrogen export industry 
could be worth $2.2 billion by 2030, and a little under $6 billion by 2040. To put that into perspective, our 2015 
wool exports came to just over $3 billion, and wheat just under $5 billion, so the hydrogen export market would 
be a not-insignificant market for this country. 
As a student of history, what excites me most about the possible creation of a hydrogen industry in Western Australia 
is comparing it with where the wind turbine industry was some 40 years ago. This is the third, and what I believe 
is the most compelling, reason: to push, and push very hard, right now in the hydrogen space. It is an opportunity 
to become the world leader in this industry. 
A world first was achieved on 15 September 2019, and I am pretty confident that not many members in this place 
will be aware of what I am referring to. It was the first time ever that a nation’s wind turbine energy production 
exceeded its electricity requirement over a 24-hour period. Some members may have guessed that this happened in 
the small Scandinavian country of Denmark. Honourable members may ask why I am talking about wind turbines in 
a country on the other side of the world when we are speaking to a motion on hydrogen energy in Western Australia. 
If members will bear with me, I will get to my point, but I first need to take members on a brief tour of the history 
of the Danish wind turbine industry. These are just the basic details; I do not profess to be an expert on the subject. 
It certainly would not be my chosen category on Hard Quiz! 
In the early 1970s, the wind turbine industry was much like the hydrogen industry is today—a fledgling industry. 
The Danes embraced this new industry and the Danish government invested a whole lot of money into research into 
wind turbines and wind turbine technology. That is not the real story, though. It is what is happening now, all these 
years later. The Danish energy company Ørsted—formerly DONG energy, the largest energy company in Denmark—
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is now building a one-gigawatt windfarm in the North Sea, which will link directly into the UK energy market to 
help provide it with energy. At the same time, it is building a second one-gigawatt windfarm in Massachusetts to 
link into its power network. I remind honourable members that one gigawatt is about the total we get from all our 
windfarms across Western Australia. 
The critical part of this is the fact that this Danish company is building two massive windfarms now on two different 
continents, and it is using Danish technology, Danish-produced wind turbines, Danish know-how, and components 
manufactured in Denmark. Why is this relevant to today’s hydrogen debate? The important thing in my synopsis of 
wind power in Denmark is not the percentage of power produced by wind turbines, although that is impressive; it is 
said that anyone standing anywhere in the approximately 43 000 square kilometres of Denmark can see two things: 
the Danish Flag—the Dannebrog—and an energy-producing windmill. The important lesson to draw from the Danes 
taking the lead in wind power nearly 50 years ago is that it now leads the world in this technology, including the 
manufacture of the towers, the turbines and the blades. This is what we should be doing right now. This is where 
hydrogen technology is at—where wind technology was at 50 years ago. People talk often about the Norwegian 
sovereign fund, and this is the Danish equivalent, albeit that it is tied up in an industry rather than in a royalty program. 
The time for hydrogen is now. If we can not only create but also be at the forefront of global hydrogen technology, 
we will be exporting hydrogen knowledge and know-how for generations to come. This is not something we can 
put a price on at this stage, and one would be foolish to try to do so. But it is undeniable that if we become the world 
leaders in hydrogen technology, this benefit to future generations of Western Australians will be many, many times 
more than the already not-insignificant benefit of simple hydrogen processing and export. 
This is the key lesson learnt from the Danish experience with wind technology: go hard early. Become a world leader 
in the technology and the benefits that flow from that for future generations will be extraordinary. By capitalising 
on our geographic and natural advantages, Western Australia can establish itself as a global leader. In decades to 
come we can be at the very forefront of hydrogen technology and we can be the knowledge and know-how base 
for the entire world. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan is an outstanding minister. She has achieved more in her time as minister than many 
others put together. I am confident this will happen and that, under her stewardship, we will become a world leader 
in hydrogen technology. This will only add to the minister’s legacy. 
HON JACKIE JARVIS (South West) [11.48 am]: I rise to support the motion moved by Hon Shelley Payne. 
I would like to go back a little in history and reflect on the work of astronomer Cecilia Payne-Gaposchkin. She was 
born in the same English county I was born in, Buckinghamshire, in 1900—so just a couple of years before me! As 
an astronomer, Cecilia came up with the thesis that identified hydrogen as one of the most common elements in the 
universe, and that stars were composed of it. At the time—the 1920s, at Harvard—a lot of the blokes there did not 
quite believe her, and I think it took her some time to convince them that she should be awarded her PhD. 
She obviously paid a lot more attention to chemistry in school than I did! The only other thing I have in common 
with Cecilia is that I am also the mother of three children. Fortunately, one of my children studied much harder 
at school than I ever did, and in February I was very proud to watch her graduate from Curtin University with 
a first-class honours degree in electrical engineering. My daughter Caitlin did her thesis at the end of that degree 
on the use of hydrogen power in the Western Australian context and specifically in the context of delivering electricity 
to regional communities. I called her, as the family brains trust on hydrogen, and said, “Give me a bit of a dummies 
guide; dumb it down for mummy. I want to understand hydrogen.” She talked about hydrogen as this amazing 
element that can be produced from water, and when used as a carrier for electricity or any energy, it returns pure 
clean water as a by-product. She also told me that it was first used to power vehicles in the late 1950s, so I asked 
why it had taken us so long. The issue is that we can use any energy source to create hydrogen, but it certainly defeats 
the purpose if we use coal-fired electricity to create hydrogen. She said that the game changer in WA is, of course, 
the use of solar to create hydrogen. She explained to me that WA is perfectly well set up to lead the world in hydrogen. 
She talked to me about the fact that we can use PVs—apparently, that is what the cool kids call solar panels. Brad 
is laughing because he knows! Because we obviously have an abundance of sun here, we are perfectly set up. 
I echo Hon Dan Caddy’s words. We have this huge opportunity to take this industry to the next level and WA is 
in the perfect position. She also explained to me that the other thing that makes WA so great to develop this energy 
is that we already export gas. We are experts at it. We are experts at using our available resources and selling them 
to the world, whether that is agricultural exports, which I thank the honourable member for mentioning, or, obviously, 
mining exports. 
I think that creating this fabulous new renewable energy source in hydrogen will be excellent. I am absolutely 
supportive of creating the environment for a fledgling renewable hydrogen industry in this state. I am also incredibly 
excited about the opportunity to support a green manufacturing industry. As my daughter Caitlin explained to me, 
hydrogen provides the opportunity to create an energy source that is used in very high heat manufacturing—I do 
not think that is the right term; perhaps Hon Shelley Payne, as an engineer, would be able to correct me on that. 
Because we can use hydrogen in manufacturing, it is perfect for manufacturing steel products and other industrial 
products that we want to build in Western Australia as we move to create more manufacturing jobs in our state. 
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I am incredibly supportive of this motion and I am supportive of the work done by Hon Alannah MacTiernan in 
leading the charge in the renewable hydrogen industry in Western Australia both for power generation and to 
support advanced manufacturing. 
HON DR STEVE THOMAS (South West — Leader of the Opposition) [11.52 am]: I always sit here and wait 
for the minister to speak in response, but I am sure that we will talk across the chamber if required. I thank the member 
for the opportunity to discuss the potential of the hydrogen industry. For those members who are new to the chamber, 
we have had some excellent debates in this place on energy policy over the past four years. They missed the 
opportunity to hear the Minister for Regional Development, Hon Alannah MacTiernan; the Minister for Mental 
Health, who was the Minister for Environment at the time, Hon Stephen Dawson; and one of our departed members—
I do not know whether Hon Robin Chapple is still officially honourable or simply mister. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: He is still honourable. 
Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: He is still honourable; we will not put that to a vote today! 
There were some excellent debates in this chamber about the future of renewable energy. If the new members had 
heard those debates, they would have heard members from all sides of the chamber talk about the potential and 
how Western Australia might plug in. It is absolutely the case that we have a range of potential options for energy 
in the future. 
I acknowledge that the Minister for Regional Development has made herself the champion of the hydrogen 
industry in, to some degree, the same way as Hon Bill Johnston has taken up the cudgels on behalf of lithium and 
the battery industry. Some good work has been done in those areas. A couple of years ago, this minister and 
I attended the opening of the ATCO clean energy hub, so we both have a fairly long history of supporting the 
potential of both this energy and other renewable energies. 
Hydrogen is a fairly simple chemical. It is basically a proton with an electron floating around it somewhere. It is 
not complicated and the chemistry around this process of developing hydrogen as a tool is not complex. It can be 
pulled out of water or the atmosphere; it is a fairly simple process. The key to all these industries is, of course, that 
over time it has to be turned into an economic proposition, and hydrogen will one day reach that point. That point 
for both the solar industry and, as somebody mentioned, the wind generation industry was some years ago. I think 
we were talking about wind turbines 40 years ago, although I suspect it might have been a bit more recent than 
that. Hydrogen will catch up. There are some good reports to suggest that hydrogen will catch up at a reasonable 
rate of knots. I have seen studies that suggest that it may become more competitive in the second half of this 
decade—2025 or 2026 and maybe through to 2030. 
The tricky part with hydrogen at this point is with the efficiency and the losses that occur between the point of generation 
and the point of usage. It has not caught up with the general electricity sector and it certainly cannot compete with things 
like lithium batteries. That is not to say that lithium batteries will be the be all and end all, because I suspect that lithium 
batteries will be replaced by other rare-earth batteries. In particular, the prospect of vanadium looks quite exciting. 
Probably the biggest advantage of that will be in the re-use sector, because lithium batteries will deplete relatively 
quickly, whereas vanadium will have a very long term recharge capacity. There is a simple solution to the efficiency 
aspect of that energy at this point. If we look at a production insertion into a renewable battery and then its final usage, 
the efficiency rate for that electricity is now sitting in the 90 per cent–plus range, and that makes it a pretty efficient 
system. That is why the use of electric vehicles is increasing at a higher rate at this point than is the use of hydrogen 
vehicles. It is all about the efficiency of the generation and ultimate use of that energy. Best indications at this point are 
that hydrogen production, particularly for transport, has an efficiency rate of somewhere between 30 and 40 per cent in 
comparison. It has always been the case for those who have been heavily involved in the industry that hydrogen started 
out as a highly prospective heating energy fuel source. If it can be stored and shipped easily and then used, because that 
energy is used fairly quickly, there are not too many steps and processes to get it from the point of production to transport 
and then to final use. That is the advantage that the electric car industry has at the moment. Hydrogen will have to 
catch up, particularly in transport energy over time, and that is going to take a little bit of work. I would say that in 
terms of prospectivity for transport energy in a bulk way, we probably still have a little way to go. 
In my research, I have noted that the International Energy Agency has counted the number of hydrogen refuelling 
stations around the world. It is starting, but it is starting at a fairly low rate. Six countries in the world have more 
than 10 hydrogen refuelling stations. The greatest number was found in Japan, which has 134, and Germany has 90 
and the United States has 46. It is still very much a fledgling industry at this point. That is not to say that it does not 
have enormous opportunity. It is the case that this energy may well prove itself to be one of the most efficient. The 
trick that we will have to face, and the threat that a hydrogen industry in Western Australia might have to deal with, 
is with the simple nature of its production. It is a very simple process. We will have to be careful. If we can produce 
in Western Australia a relatively cheap product, we will then have to transport it effectively to overseas markets, 
and I know that is what the Minister for Regional Development is focused on throughout the midwest. 
I note that the Liberal Party took some strides in this direction during the election campaign. All parties are looking 
at this process. The hard part, if it is economically realistic to derive hydrogen in the midwest, will be to then 
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transport and deliver it to countries where the demand is. Bear in mind that Western Australia is a low energy user 
by world comparisons. The peak demand on the south west interconnected system when I first got involved in 
politics was about 4 500 megawatts. It is now about 3 500 megawatts, as industry stagnates and we become far 
more efficient with other things, so we are not a big energy user. If this is going to proceed, we will have to generate 
this in a way that has economic value, and the hard bit, we will find, is that if it is economic to do it here, it may 
well be more economic, because of the simplicity of the chemical nature of the process, to do it at the border of 
the recipient country. If we can do it here on renewable energy — 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: I do not have time for injections, minister. If it can be done at a point out of Australia, 
it is potentially more cost-effective, because we lose the transport cost and, I guess, the environmental impact 
of the transport if it is done at the recipient country. Western Australia and Australia will have to be incredibly 
cost-competitive to be in the marketplace. That is not to say we should not pursue it. We are a believer in pursuing. 
We have supported the Minister for Regional Development and her push for hydrogen. Like I say, I have been to 
events with the minister where we have both been supportive of this industry, and we think it has enormous potential, 
but it has to be economically viable, and that is where we have to get to over time. 
Members need to remember that governments do not have the greatest history of picking winners and losers in 
projects or their economic viability. New members should ask members who have been around a while about this 
thing called the petrochemical plant in Western Australia, how the then Labor government proceeded with it and 
how much money the Western Australian purse lost from that process. That is not to say that this will happen 
again; it just means we have to be a little cautious to make sure that all the prospects are examined, including 
economic viability, because we cannot afford for the Labor Party to throw away billions of dollars in the process. 
It will be a very careful examination of the best prospects going forward. The most important role for government 
and the chamber is to support the development of the sector, and to get out of the way in terms of regulation and 
allow the sector to be developed. Government is generally far better at getting in the way of new industries through 
overregulation, with red tape causing the problem. We are better at that than at promoting these industries, and 
that will be the major role of the government if hydrogen is to develop to its full potential here. 
HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (South West — Minister for Hydrogen Industry) [12.03 pm]: I thank Hon 
Shelley Payne for moving this motion, and I thank all my speakers on this side for their contributions. I particularly 
thank Hon Jackie Jarvis for telling me about Cecilia Payne, as I had never heard about her. It just so happens, and 
maybe it is not a coincidence, that Cecilia is my patron saint, so there we go! 
I will just direct my comments to those made by Hon Dr Steve Thomas. It is interesting that Hon Dr Steve Thomas 
equates turning up at an event with showing that we are equally involved and engaged in the highest industry. 
I just point out that with that proposal we had given $1 million of funding to that refuelling project. Although 
I understand there is a sort of support for the hydrogen industry from the Leader of the Opposition, his comments 
are really fundamentally wrong and in fact show a profound lack of understanding of his own party’s history in 
this area. I want to make this comment. When we came into government in 2017, the cupboard was bare of any 
development of this fledging industry. There was no knowledge of it; it was not even on the radar of the Barnett 
government. Along with dismantling all of the infrastructure surrounding mitigation of climate change and moving 
back from positive policies on energy, the Barnett government had certainly let the whole hydrogen story go by. 
When we got into government, we had to pedal very, very fast to get up to speed with where many other states 
were going so that we in Western Australia were not left behind. 
I ask the Leader of the Opposition to understand this: the whole development of the natural gas industry in 
Western Australia would not have happened at the time it did—it probably would have taken a decade more—unless 
Sir Charles Court had known that the government had to get in there and support that industry and that it had to give 
a take-or-pay contract to get that thing off the ground. Likewise, think of the chance on the Ord River. The Leader of 
the Opposition should also support the work that was done by governments of both persuasions to make sure we got 
that Kwinana refinery in the 1950s or the work that was done and the fights that were had with the eastern states to 
allow us to override the major funders of the eastern states Liberal Party, BHP, to allow Western Australia to develop 
its iron ore industry. We need the same today. It is not a case of the member saying that government just has to get 
out of the way. That is absolute rubbish. Nothing would happen.  
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: Instead of the Leader of the Opposition making silly, ill-conceived announcements 
about something of which he knows nothing, he should get out there and talk to the industry. What is it telling us? 
It needs government to be in there as partners; it needs government to be in there driving things. The Leader of the 
Opposition is right that the industry is not fully commercial yet. In the same way that we have seen so many 
technologies emerge after support from governments because they could see the potential, this applies here. A lot 
of work is needed. 



850 [COUNCIL — Thursday, 27 May 2021] 

 

Can I tell members why this work is needed? Members, in particular Hon Dan Caddy and Hon Shelley Payne, 
talked about the need for us to decarbonise our economy. We have to do it. Even if the opposition over there does 
not care about the future of the planet and thinks this is all this Greta Thunberg stuff and it is not real, it should 
just focus on our exports and our markets. Focus on what we export. We export iron ore, wheat and wool, and, 
hopefully, one day we will export cotton. All of the customers of these products are asking what the carbon footprint 
is. People are being called to account. Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd is racing off now to work out how it can 
account for the carbon footprint in its wheat, barley and oats. It is asking what its story and what its accounting 
mechanism will be. It is asking how it can show that it is dealing with this. Likewise, the same applies to iron ore 
and all of those products—all the stuff we export. We are being called to account. This is being taken out of our 
hands. “ScoMo” and all of the other coal lovers and climate change deniers in the Liberal Party can perceive that the 
markets have made their decision. They are going up. There are the financiers. There was a conference in Sydney 
yesterday with all these finance institutions talking about the regulatory environment in which they operate. They 
have to account for their exposure to carbon and carbon liability.  
Whether members like it or not, this is happening. If we just sit back and get out of the way, as the Leader of the 
Opposition wants us to, what will happen? All the other states would get this new industry and we would be sitting 
back and doing nothing, as we did under the Barnett government because it refused to invest in renewable energy. 
Synergy used to have to buy renewable energy certificates from South Australia because the former government 
would not do it in Western Australia. What a great model—just get out of the way, and go and have a sleep! That 
is not how things work in the modern world. We will lose great opportunities. 
Hon Dr Steve Thomas interjected. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: Honestly, I do not mind interjections, but the member does not know anything 
in this area. Seriously, the member does not, and I do! 
The German government alone has committed €11 billion into this space, and €2 billion of that commitment will 
be for international investment. Those guidelines will be released next week, asking companies where they can 
produce renewal energy—hydrogen—that can be used in its systems. If we are not in there actively engaging with 
our industry, and making sure that we have land tenure available and a regulatory framework that will help us to 
navigate the 240 pieces of legislation that we need to get through, we will not have a chance. It will go elsewhere. 
I can tell members that we are not going to leave it to the other states to take advantage of this; we are going out there 
fighting for the industry and the downstream processing opportunities. We are doing a $1 million study at the 
moment on the potential of a green steel industry driven off the back of hydrogen power. We are looking at how 
we can participate. We have a $10 million program to get into the production of wind turbines and want to engage 
deeply in how we can get electrolysers here. If are going to operate at such a massive scale, potentially by 2040, 
generating 200 gigawatts of power to fuel renewable hydrogen, we want to be in there creating, with a manufacturing 
sector to support that industry, not just digging up and shipping out resources. So, member, it is not a matter of 
sitting back and getting out of the way; it is about being in there and working in close collaboration and partnership, 
as Liberal governments of long ago used to understand. 
HON KYLE McGINN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.12 pm]: What a speech! That 
is absolutely what we are after to get this industry off the ground; unlike the eight years when the other side did 
absolutely nothing. 
Hon Dr Steve Thomas interjected. 
Hon KYLE McGINN: If we want to hear about PFAS for three years, we will go to Hon Dr Steve Thomas—don’t 
worry about that! But when we want to talk about hydrogen, we will go to Hon Alannah MacTiernan. 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, members! We have a time-limited debate, and there is probably time for 
only a couple more speakers. I am struggling to hear Hon Kyle McGinn and I assume Hansard, who is closer to 
the honourable member, is finding it even more difficult. 
Hon KYLE McGINN: I will try to lower my voice a bit, Mr Deputy President. But it is quite easy to get passionate 
listening to Hon Alannah MacTiernan talk about hydrogen. She is spearheading this industry for the state and 
making sure that we get new initiatives off the ground and that renewables are front and centre. In the last government 
there was plenty of negativity in this chamber about renewables, particularly coming from members opposite. 
They were totally anti anything renewable. But when it came to the election, all of a sudden they started to say that 
hydrogen was potentially something they wanted to look at. The honourable minister has put so much work into 
that space. 
I could go through the projects other members have already mentioned, but I want to focus on two projects. The 
first is in the Ord. A past member spoke a lot about whether we would be doing anything in that space. We have 
the Ord hydrogen project. A feasibility study was done in 2020 and the project is going forward. It is a massive 
opportunity for local employment. It is a huge opportunity for us to utilise a natural resource to create the energy 
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we need. I personally believe we should use that energy in the local area where it is created. A couple of weeks ago, 
the minister and I visited a great project in Denham. We turned the sod on a $9.3 million project that could see the 
whole of Denham operating on hydrogen. That is phenomenal. This is an opportunity for an entire town, which is 
a tourist town, to operate with renewable energy. That could potentially offset one million litres of diesel. That is 
unbelievable. Denham is a small town; we could move on to a bigger project. I am really excited about the potential 
of doing this in Exmouth. I think there is a great opportunity for the government to focus on Exmouth running 
on hydrogen. Imagine what we could sell to the world. We are already selling one of the most pristine tourist 
destinations in the world. We may have the ability to sell it as a completely green area run on renewable energy. 
That would create opportunities for tourism operators to run their operations on green energy. All of a sudden, we 
would be selling a huge environmental tourism package. I do not think we would find anywhere in the world that 
could be sold as a package such as that. We have the reefs, Turquoise Bay, the Oyster Stacks, and whale sharks, 
but we could move towards selling that as a package that nowhere else in the world has. I know that the people in 
Exmouth are excited about it. They tend to be a bit green, Hon Dr Brad Pettitt. People are definitely excited about 
renewable energy in that space. 

The people of Denham welcomed this project with open arms. The minister and I were up there and saw the sod 
turning. As soon as we left, construction started; they were that excited to get going. We toured the power plant and 
saw the plans in place for this project, which will produce energy for 100 households. To me, that is exciting. When 
we talk about hydrogen, we can also talk about desalination plants, which are also needed in areas such as Exmouth, 
where water is a bit of an issue as well. There are some synergies we will be able to expand, not just hydrogen, 
for other needs the community requires. It will be exciting to see how the Denham project goes. If we can get it 
off the ground, we are looking to see installed a 704-kilowatt solar farm, a 348-kilowatt hydrogen electrolyser and 
a 100-kilowatt fuel cell in Denham. That will enable excess renewable energy to be used to produce renewable 
hydrogen, which will be stored on a site and used to power homes as required. It is an amazing outcome. 

Who was talking about hydrogen four years ago? The only person I heard talking about hydrogen in this chamber 
was Hon Alannah MacTiernan. We now have a portfolio focused on hydrogen to ensure we move into the future and 
do not go back to the Draconian past of coal, which we are seeing happen on the east coast from a federal government 
that is constantly talking down and getting rid of renewable energy projects. I remember, I think it was Joe Hockey—
he has almost been rubbed out of political history—saying how insulting it was to see the eyesore of windfarms as 
he drove into Canberra. What a disgrace! To think that he was a leader in a space in which we needed to see energy 
transition into renewables. Not to mention Tony Abbott—I could go all day about his view on renewable energy! 
But let us just thank everyone that he is no longer in politics. I think Joe Hockey disappeared into America and 
joined up with Trump. To be honest, that is where those views belong, not in Australia where we are trying to be 
progressive and bring in renewable energy initiatives. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon KYLE McGINN: It was quite hilarious to me that because he thought windfarms were an eyesore, we should 
not have renewable energy. 

Hon Samantha Rowe interjected. 

Hon KYLE McGINN: I am not listening to the garbage over there, Hon Samantha Rowe. It sounds like Joe Hockey 
and Tony Abbott have been reborn!  

I will come back to the motion before things get out of hand. 

Hon Dr Steve Thomas interjected. 

Hon KYLE McGINN: Would you like an onion to bite into, Hon Dr Steve Thomas, or are you all right? 

Hon Dr Steve Thomas: No; you missed it. 

Hon KYLE McGINN: He is all good? If he wants me to continue, I will continue. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon KYLE McGINN: Have a listen to this! 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Kyle McGinn, I invite you to address the chair on the subject of hydrogen, 
and I ask other members to cease their interjections. 

Hon KYLE McGINN: Thank you, Mr Deputy President. It does get a little too exciting sometimes when we hear 
the other side whinge and despair. 

I will get back to the projects. As I said before, there is a $9.3 million project in Denham. What a great start that 
is for a town like Denham to move into the future and be able to produce hydrogen, produce its own energy, get 
rid of some diesel and make it an all-round better place to visit. I always spruik the Mining and Pastoral electorate 
because it is one of the most beautiful places in the world, but Denham and Shark Bay are phenomenal; they are 
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second to nowhere else in the world. If we can get them into the space of renewable energy, hydrogen and being 
known around the world as environmentally friendly tourism locations, I think we will have an opportunity to get 
even more tourism there once we get past the current pandemic. I really do think we will have something that neither 
the east coast nor anywhere else in the world has. It will be great for the environment and for small businesses in 
my electorate. It is a great thing for the state government to be leading. The state government should be the one saying 
that this is where we are heading. We are not going back to the past. We are not going to walk into the chamber with 
a piece of coal and a high-vis jacket; we are going to go out there and find new energies — 
Several members interjected. 
Hon KYLE McGINN: They did not like that one, did they? But that is okay; we will just get rid of Collie instead 
and make hydrogen everything! Was that the policy? I cannot remember. It did not last very long anyway! 
I thank Hon Shelley Payne for bringing the motion to the chamber. I appreciate it. I know she is a big advocate in 
the environmental space. It is good to see that renewables are on her radar. I look forward to hearing her talk about 
that in the future. I once again thank Hon Alannah MacTiernan for fighting for Western Australians for innovation 
in hydrogen energy. 
HON PIERRE YANG (North Metropolitan) [12.21 pm]: I begin by thanking Hon Shelley Payne for moving 
this motion. It is a very well thought out motion and her contribution was really magnificent. 
Mr Deputy President, before I launch into the substantive part of my contribution, I want to congratulate you on being 
elected as the new Deputy President of the Legislative Council. I saw you in your role as Acting President during the 
last term of Parliament and you truly were a great candidate for this position. I would like to congratulate you. I also 
would like to congratulate Hon Alanna Clohesy for being elected the new President of the Legislative Council. 
I was only too happy to see her take the seat. My warmest congratulations go also to the President. 
When I was listening to the debate earlier this morning, I was actually getting worried because no-one was seeking 
the call from the opposition bench. I was worried that the Liberal–National coalition might not have any idea about, 
or policy on, the very important issue of hydrogen. I did some research and found that the member for Cottesloe, 
David Honey, MLA, is the shadow Minister for Hydrogen Industry. I am very pleased that the LNP does at least 
have a person from its frontbench looking after this portfolio. Whether any policy ideas come from the person in 
that portfolio remains to be seen, but I am glad that the opposition at least has someone in that role. I was also very 
pleased to see the right honourable gentleman Hon Dr Steve Thomas stand up and put forward his views. I may 
not necessarily agree with many of the things he said, but that is okay. 
We can look at the new members on this side of the house. Hon Shelley Payne moved the motion, Hon Dan Caddy 
and Hon Jackie Jarvis responded to it and put forward their views, and Hon Lorna Harper made a contribution 
during non-government business today. We can see the enthusiasm and energy coming from these new members! 
I am very pleased to see that, and I thank those members for making a contribution only a day or two after their first 
speeches. Congratulations, new members. 
Hydrogen is the ultimate clean energy, as we know. We heard from Hon Shelley Payne, who educated the house 
on the scientific backing for this new energy. When we separate hydrogen from water, oxygen is produced. Oxygen 
is not carbon; it does not cause global warming or have a greenhouse effect. Obviously, to achieve that, energy is 
needed to process the water. However, here in Western Australia we have endless sunshine and endless wind, so we 
can use renewable energy to help separate hydrogen from water and produce oxygen, which causes no detriment 
to the environment. 
President, now that you are in the chair, I wish to reiterate my congratulations to you for being elected President 
of the Legislative Council. 
The Labor Party promised back in 2016 that, in government, it would diversify the economy of Western Australia. 
As soon as we were elected in 2017, we embarked on that journey. The minister, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, 
launched the Western Australian renewable hydrogen strategy in 2019. The government has worked tirelessly to 
diversify our economy to make sure the state captures the wave of new hydrogen and solar energy that this world will 
see, and all this will create endless jobs for Western Australians. This government has been working tirelessly on 
these projects.  
The backbone of our economy is the mining and resources sector, but we will also have diversified industries 
that will provide support for our economy. That means that when a particular sector of the resources industry goes 
through a flat time after a boom, we will have other areas in other parts of the state that can provide more jobs for 
Western Australians so that we do not see the huge increase in the unemployment rate that we saw during the 
twilight years of the Barnett government. There were 100 000 Western Australians who did not have a job back in 
2016–17. It is important that, as a state, we look at different areas to support industry and provide policy support 
so that the private sector can invest with certainty. In turn, we will have more jobs and more employment for the 
state of Western Australia, because Western Australians deserve that. 
Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from 26 May on the following motion moved by Hon Pierre Yang — 
That the following address be presented to His Excellency the Honourable Kim Beazley, Companion of 
the Order of Australia, Governor in and over the state of Western Australia and its dependencies in the 
Commonwealth of Australia — 

May it please Your Excellency: We, the members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament 
of Western Australia in Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our most gracious 
sovereign and thank Your Excellency for the speech you have been pleased to deliver to Parliament. 

HON KLARA ANDRIC (South Metropolitan) [12.31 pm]: Thank you, President. May I congratulate you on 
your election as President of the Legislative Council. During your inaugural speech to this house in 2013, you 
spoke of the values of honesty, integrity and fairness and how they guide you and define you. As someone who 
has looked up to you as a role model for many years, I have no doubt that your leadership of this house will be 
defined by those same values. 
May I begin by saying ngala kaaditj Noongar moort keyan kaadak nidja boodja. Please excuse my pronunciation. 
I want to begin my address by acknowledging the first and continuing custodians of this land on which we meet, the 
Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation, and pay my respects to elders, past, present and emerging. I also acknowledge 
the first Aboriginal person to be elected to this house, member for Mining and Pastoral Region, Hon Rosie Sahanna. 
It is an historic occasion and it fills me with pride to be alongside you in this place. 
I would like to congratulate Premier Mark McGowan on his re-election. His determination during the election and 
his excellent leadership led our party to a truly historic victory. I would also like to congratulate my colleagues in 
both houses—those re-elected and newly elected members of Parliament alike. Firstly, let me begin by thanking 
the people of the South Metropolitan Region. I am incredibly honoured to have been elected to represent them in 
this place. I am proud to stand in this chamber today as the first Serbian-born person elected to the Parliament of 
Western Australia and the first Serbian-born woman to be elected to a Parliament in Australia. My journey to this 
place began in 1986 when two brave migrants took a leap of faith and began their voyage to Perth, Western Australia. 
With nothing more than two suitcases and a dream of a better life, they embarked on a journey to the other side of 
the world in search of opportunities and a brighter future for their children. My parents, Klara and István Marton, 
who are here today, could never have imagined that one day I would have the opportunity to be elected by the 
people of Western Australia as a member of the Legislative Council. I am incredibly honoured to be standing here 
as a proud representative of a party with a strong tradition of supporting the most vulnerable in our community 
and making dreams, like this one here today, a reality for working-class families just like mine. 
I was born in Novi Sad, Serbia, in 1981, a city located in the autonomous region of Vojvodina in what was then 
known as Yugoslavia. When I am asked the question of my heritage, I often explain the place of my birth because 
the reality is there is no single existing nation-state that can explain the complexity of my origins. Born to 
Hungarian parents who themselves were born in Novi Sad, Serbia, a city located on the banks of the Danube River 
overlooking the Fruška Gora mountain, Novi Sad is renowned for the celebration and unification of its people’s 
cultural and religious difference. Named the European Capital of Culture in 2021, the city epitomises the very 
essence of multiculturalism and inclusion. In the words of the late singer and writer Ðorde Balaševic, Novi Sad is 
a city where you hear six different churches ring in unison, where you celebrate two Christmases, two Easters, 
Name Day, Saints Day; where you walk along Jevrejska, past the Novi Sad Synagogue and hear the acoustics of 
a classical concert being played by international artists; where you attend the three-day long celebrations of Romani 
neighbours; and where you live on streets named after poets, streets that are patrolled at night by grandmothers 
walking arm in arm, admiring the neighbourhood roses and gossiping in three different languages, understanding 
one another completely. 
Novi Sad is named the city of love and tolerance and Novosadjani, as we often like to call ourselves, are resilient 
people. Despite heartbreak and loss from the devastating wars in the Balkans, our humour, sense of kindness and 
humanity never wavered. Indeed, Novi Sad was, and remains, a proudly multicultural city where differences are 
celebrated, hatred is shunned and standing up against injustice is second nature. I hope to carry those enduring traits 
with me during my time in this place. Like many before us, my parents joined the wave of economic migrants from 
former Yugoslavia and made their way to Australia. I still vividly recall the night we embarked on our voyage. 
The tears and sadness on my grandmother’s face remain etched in my memory to this day. Little did I know how 
far Australia was and the impact that distance and not seeing my family would have on me, but my parents made 
those sacrifices for my future and to them I am eternally grateful. 
In some parts of the world, including the Balkans, where I come from, politics does not always serve its true and 
intended purpose. Indeed, sometimes it is politics that causes destruction and the devastation of its people. Seeing the 
impacts war has on civilians was made very clear to me at a very young age particularly, when I visited Serbia, then 
Yugoslavia, in 1993, 1996, 1998 and 1999, just prior to the devastating NATO bombings. In 1993, as a 12-year-old 
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from Australia, the stark contrast of the two worlds I belong to was ever present. Former Yugoslavia was in disarray. 
The war was impacting everyone on all sides. Even though Novi Sad was relatively safe, we could feel the tension 
erupting around us. It was during this time Novi Sad became a safe haven for civilians desperately fleeing war 
zones from across the Balkans and searching for safety. 
As a child, I watched the desperation on the faces of refugees who fled from the destruction from other regions of 
former Yugoslavia and witnessed people from my city, once a magical city, begging for food and basic needs. I stand 
here today and consider myself one of the lucky ones—lucky because I was fortunate enough to have the security 
and safety of Australia to go back to. This was not easy for my family, who watched the years of devastation in 
my home land unfold from the safety of our lounge room, not knowing whether our family would be safe. It was 
during this time that I realised more than ever the importance of good government—governments who work in the 
interest of their people to protect them and to properly fulfil their obligations. As a child, I was encouraged to 
speak out against injustices and inequality, to be part of a conversation, to think critically of the politics of the time 
and how it could be improved. My parents always talked about the effects of politics on everyday people and 
encouraged us to stand up for what we believe in. The principles of social justice, equality, education, an accessible 
healthcare system and a fair go are the values that my parents taught me and the values that led me to join the 
Labor Party. In our household, politics was discussed at the kitchen table, in front of the TV, at family dinners and 
even when guests came over. That old saying “never discuss religion and politics” had never been uttered in our 
household. Mum encouraged my younger sister, Rebeka Marton, and I to have our own voice and our own views 
on every issue imaginable, though perhaps in hindsight and now with two girls of my own, I suspect this was not 
appreciated as much when our voices and arguments were in fierce disagreement with hers. 
SBS nightly news was our bible, second to Sundays watching SBS football with my father. Football was and still 
is my father’s language. The soundtrack of my youth was none other than the dulcet tones of Mr Football himself, 
the late Les Murray and the late Johnny Warren. 
Growing up, I was a little different from the other kids at school. English was my third language after Hungarian 
and Serbian. We spoke our languages in the home. We listened to music from the old country, cooked traditional 
foods in our kitchen—a place where nobody ever left hungry—and added an ethnic element to nearly every Australian 
tradition we were introduced to. For my family, this was our way of staying connected to our culture, our heritage 
and our identity. My family and I made Perth our new home. It was not difficult to fall in love with this beautiful 
state and its people. The climate, laid-back lifestyle, beautiful beaches, incredible nature and friendly people made 
settling here much easier than we anticipated. Perth is my home. It is where I have chosen to raise my family. I am 
fortunate that the city of my birthplace and the city I now call home share in common with each other the beauty 
that is multiculturalism. Both Perth and Novi Sad have taught me that multiculturalism works, that it should be 
protected, that the onus is on every one of us to call out injustice, to reflect on our own internalised prejudices and 
to welcome all those who come to our shores, either by boat or by plane, some by choice and some because they have 
no other. What is clear is that no migrant embarks on such an uncertain journey to reach our shores without making 
incredible sacrifices. 
My story is not unique and it is certainly not a unique story in this house or in our community. I am proud that in 
this Parliament in particular this story is shared by so many members who have come from all walks of life and made 
this beautiful city of ours in this beautiful state our home. Now more than ever, Parliament reflects the diversity 
of our community, its richness in culture, lived experience and the collective aspiration to commit to something 
bigger than our individual selves, to leave a legacy that changes the lives of those around us. Indeed, although my 
story in this country began some time ago, it has not been one shared unanimously in our community. For those who 
came to Australia when migration first began, or more recently, this accommodation was not always felt. Some did 
not feel like they belonged. There are some, perhaps even in this chamber, who, no matter how long they have been 
here, how pure their Australian accent or their place of birth on their passport, faced racism, both overt and covert, 
hidden or rationalised, with an explanation that our society is too willing to accept. It is incumbent upon us to change 
this. Painfully, kindness is most absent towards our First Nations people, whose land we have the privilege to walk 
on, whose voices have been missing in our conversations about the future of this state for so long. We are still trying 
to play catch-up, despite being their guests in this beautiful country. We must not ignore the past trauma and dislocation 
that First Nations people experienced. We need to do better in recognising the ongoing effects of this trauma. 
This week marks National Reconciliation Week. This year’s theme, “More than a word. Reconciliation takes action” 
urges the movement towards braver and more impactful change. We all have a responsibility, individually and 
collectively, to ensure our path to reconciliation is more than just hollow words. Many from my community settled 
in the South Metropolitan Region long before my family’s arrival, in areas such as Spearwood. Spearwood is the 
kind of place I have always felt right at home—seeing tomatoes growing on nature strips, lion statues on balustrade 
balconies, the never-ending procession of arches, columns and marble on brick veneer homes, the kind of homes 
that it is safe to say Jim’s Mowing has never stepped foot on! More precisely, these are homes that encompass 
concrete as far as the eye can see. After all, Australia would not have the love affair with concrete it has now were 
it not for us migrants. What is clear is that here in Australia, migrants and migrant communities have had a lasting 
impact and helped shape our community into the diverse place it is today. 
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More than one-third of Western Australia’s population was born overseas. For many migrants in the South Metropolitan 
Region, their first glimpse of Australia was from the shores just off the Fremantle Passenger Terminal, where 
hundreds of thousands of migrants disembarked and began their new life in the 1960s and 70s following the 
post-World War II migration. This is a story that is shared by many living in the south west corridor. Almost 20 years 
ago, I decided to build my first home and raise my family in the southern suburb of Atwell. This was a time when 
traffic lights were still positioned on the Kwinana Freeway, new estates were yet to be developed before the major 
infrastructure projects at Cockburn Gateway Shopping City, before the delivery from the previous Labor government 
of the Perth–Mandurah rail line—thank you, Minister MacTiernan—and certainly long before the arrival of the 
very contentious Cockburn station “tower of faces”. 

As some members are aware, the 2021 state election was not my first rodeo in running for Parliament. In 2013, 
I gave it my first go and ran for the seat of Jandakot, when we campaigned heavily for the needs of the people in 
our community. Crucial to those needs was infrastructure, which had been neglected by the then Liberal–National 
government. The new establishment in the east of the south metropolitan electorate appealed to young working 
families who were moving into the area because it offered more affordable housing for first home buyers. However, 
the Barnett government made it clear that it had no plans to support this expanding population and no plans to make 
sure that councils in these areas could deal with the increase in volume and pressure points of physically having 
more people move into the south metropolitan corridor, whether it is roads, infrastructure, building new schools, 
ensuring planning laws are sustainable for the future or that local emergency services are funded to deliver services 
that are needed. That is what good governments do—they prepare the state for the future. 

Since 2017, our pocket of the world has changed dramatically with the election of the McGowan government, which 
is delivering on its commitment to ensure infrastructure and community services continue to keep pace by delivering 
on commitments such as widening the freeway, building the Armadale Road to North Lake Road bridge, developing 
the Armadale Road dual carriageway and creating the first east west metropolitan link from Cockburn Central to 
Thornlie. These projects, like Metronet, make the lives of Western Australians easier each day whilst creating 
more jobs for our community. Of course, none of this would have been possible without the tireless campaigning 
of local members of Parliament advocating for their community. I want to personally give my thanks to the former 
member for Cockburn, Mr Fran Logan; the member for Jandakot, Yaz Mubarakai; the member for Southern River, 
Terry Healy; and the member for South Metropolitan Region, Hon Sue Ellery, who have tirelessly advocated for 
our region. I also want to thank Minister Rita Saffioti, who had the grit and determination to fix and deliver what 
her predecessors could not fathom.  

Local issues have always been important to me, and that is why, in 2012, I became involved in the campaign to 
protect Beeliar wetlands. This area of Western Australia has been used by traditional owners for thousands of years 
and holds great social, biological and cultural value to the area and its people. Bibra Lake is one of the most important 
recreational sites in the South Metropolitan Region, with some of the most biodiverse areas in our state. I am 
pleased to see the McGowan Labor government reintroduce important legislation to rezone the wetlands as parks 
and recreation reserves. This important legislation will permanently safeguard the area from future development and 
preserve the wetlands for generations to come. 

It was during this time living in the south west corridor that I became active in the labour movement. After completing 
my Bachelor of Arts in history and politics at Edith Cowan University and working six years in retail at Myer Morley 
and Myer Garden City, I went in search of an opportunity to get actively involved. As a proud member of the 
Labor Party, but with not much to go on, I decided to cold call a number on a fridge magnet, calling the office of 
none other than Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich. To my surprise, I was advised that there was in fact an internship called 
the Labour Movement Work Experience Program run by Senator Chris Evans and that I should apply. To my 
disappointment, I was then advised that registrations had closed only days before my call. I thanked Ljil’s office for 
their help and then thought, “You know what; I’m going to try to apply anyway” and so I did. I picked up the phone 
and called the office of Senator Chris Evans. I do not recall exactly what I said, but I do know that my pleading 
worked. A young man, Hayden Falconer, told me over the phone to bring in my resume. Well, thanks to him, I made 
it through. I can honestly say that the work experience program was life-changing. 

To people like Chris Evans, Hayden, the late Tony Cooke, who interviewed me, and everyone who has supported 
and continues to support the internship within the movement, I say thank you! You make it possible for us ordinary 
working people to have a chance to be a part of this movement and one day sit in this house. 

As a result of the Labour Movement Work Experience Program, I went on to work for various state and federal 
members of Parliament, beginning with my first political job in 2008 with then Premier Alan Carpenter. The year 
2008 may feel like a lifetime ago, but those years were some of the most important for me personally. It was during 
those early years when I was raising my firstborn and struggling to keep up with the demands of a toddler, household 
and life in general that I began working for a member of this house. That member taught me that sometimes it is 
okay not to be okay, that it is normal not to have it all together and not to be too harsh on yourself. Thankfully, that 
person is still here in this chamber. I am honoured to be a member in the upper house and sit alongside someone 
I consider to be one of my mentors, Hon Sue Ellery. Thank you, Sue. 
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The 2013 election is not one I often look back on. Those of us who worked on the campaign still bear the scars. 
However, those campaigns are what made us tough! Lessons were learnt during those years, including lessons on 
how to get up, dust ourselves off, keep going and never give up! 
Another movement that never gives up, and that I had the privilege to work for, is the union movement. I want 
to thank the United Workers Union and UnionsWA for the incredible opportunity to be part of the trade union 
movement. I am proud to call myself a trade unionist and I am privileged to have worked alongside people who 
have spent their whole lives advocating for workers, ever evolving, even as the definition of workplaces continues 
to change, as does the face of trade unionism. To my comrades in the union movement who have been some of 
my greatest mentors, Carolyn Smith, Dom Rose, Steve McCartney and Pearl Lim, thank you for your support. 
Keep fighting the good fight. 
More recently, I had the opportunity to be part of a close-knit, high-functioning team at WA Labor that ensured that 
the party did something that the Liberals have forgotten to do in the last couple of years—that is, talk to people. I am 
proud to be part of a Labor team that speaks to everyone in the community, no matter their position or background. 
Our commitment—Mark McGowan’s commitment—to listen to the whole community has made this government 
an inclusive, thoughtful and, if you will forgive the immodesty, popular government, one that I now feel a deep 
sense of honour to be a part of. 
The South Metropolitan Region is a vibrant and distinctive part of our state showcasing the best the west has to 
offer and even includes our very own WA icon Tony Galati. Whether you are spending the day on Rottnest Island, 
enjoying a long mac on the cafe strip in Fremantle, strolling along the Swan River in South Perth, having a swim 
at South Beach or Coogee Beach, watching the planes fly over Jandakot Airport, enjoying a play at Bibra Lake 
Regional Playground, picnicking along the wetlands, testing your fear limits at Adventure World or simply enjoying 
local fish and chips on the foreshore of Rockingham, the South Metropolitan Region truly is the best place to live. 
I feel this is my time to give back to this great state that has afforded me so many opportunities. During my time 
in public office, I will endeavour to work hard to make the interests of the people in this region my priority and be 
a strong voice for them in the Western Australian Parliament. I promise to stand up for our community and continue 
the great work led by the McGowan Labor government. 
I want all women in our community to look at this chamber and see themselves represented. Our almost equal 
caucus of female members is a step in the right direction, and I am proud to see these changes led by a government 
that genuinely believes in its importance and understands that equal representation can transform society and 
politics itself. After all, this is not a women’s issue. Including women in politics and addressing gender inequality 
makes for better societies and better governments. Our community, our economy and our democracy benefit from 
us working together to close the gender pay gap. 
President, we have achieved so much over the last 100 years since WA’s very own Edith Cowan took her first steps 
in Parliament, but our work here is not yet done. Although women make up 50 per cent of our population, they are 
still under-represented in many areas of leadership, including politics, board roles and senior executive positions. 
The truth is they are often under-represented in places, such as where I stand today, because we have not adapted our 
workplaces to encourage women to take that leap. I hope to see continued policies that improve this issue of women’s 
participation in our workforce. I am proud of the McGowan government’s track record in this space, with 
initiatives and programs such as OnBoardWA and the Aboriginal ranger program, which employs over 300 people, 
53 per cent of whom are women, and policies that support training and apprenticeships for women in male-dominated 
industries, such as shipbuilding at Austal’s Henderson facility in the south metro electorate and the McGowan 
government’s commitment to a statewide STEM strategy, encouraging STEM education for women and girls. 
The historic 2021 election result is something I am certain will remain in the hearts and minds of all party faithful. 
It could not have been achieved without the dedicated and hardworking team at WA Labor. I want to acknowledge 
state secretary, Tim Picton, and assistant state secretary, Ellie Whiteaker, for their captainship of the 2021 state 
election and support of me during not only the campaign, but also my time at WA Labor. I would also like to 
acknowledge the previous state secretaries I worked with during my time at the Labor Business Roundtable: both 
Matt Dixon, and the person who had faith in me and my abilities when he offered me the position back in 2017, 
the federal member for Perth, Patrick Gorman. 
Now to the engine of WA Labor, my colleagues at party office, who deserve so much credit for their endless 
commitment to our party, I am honoured to have worked alongside you all; it has been a ride! I would like to make 
special mention of a few colleagues I have worked very closely with over the last four years and more recently: 
Julie Bogle, David Cann, Jessee Desmond and Danijela Pusaric. There are so many people I have had the privilege 
to work with during my 13 years in the Labor movement. I would like to acknowledge those I often reach out to 
for advice, guidance, direction and support. They have been instrumental to me on my journey. I refer to people like 
Mark Reed, who is always there to tell me like it is and remind me not to be too harsh on myself and to keep striving. 
Thank you for your continuing wisdom after all these years. I also refer to the member for Jandakot, Yaz Mubarakai; 
the member for Scarborough, Stuart Aubrey; long-time friend Olivia Crowley; and former WA Labor assistant 
state secretary Lenda Oshalem.  
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank our Premier, Hon Mark McGowan. I met the Premier at the very start 
of my journey, and it is an absolute honour that I stand here today as a member of the McGowan Labor government 
team. I want to thank him for always supporting me and for his friendship over the years. 
Thank you to the Serbian communities of Western Australia for supporting me and my nomination to run for 
Parliament. To the women in my personal life who are here today, some of whom I have known for over 30 years—
they are truly amazing women!—thank you for your friendship and support. I would like to acknowledge my 
extended family here in Perth. Some of them are here today, though my family members in Melbourne and many 
who are far away in Serbia will always be in my heart. Vukašin Andrić, thank you for being a great dad to our 
beautiful girls. My parents, Klara and István Marton, your support means the world to me; thank you for everything. 
I could not have done this without you! My little sister, Rebeka Marton, is here today. Having a younger sister is 
like having a best friend you cannot get rid of, especially when they follow you into politics! But having a little 
sister means that whatever you do, they will still be there. No matter the problem, you will never have to solve it 
alone. Rebeka, thank you for always supporting me. I hope one day you follow me again but this time into one of 
these chambers. To my beautiful and strong daughters, Andjela and Aleksandra, you are both the light of my life, 
my strength and my world. I am so lucky to be your mother. Thank you for cheering me on, for understanding me 
and for supporting me. I hope you know that I do this for the both of you and I hope I make you both proud. 
As I mentioned, English is not my first language, so I would like to say a few words in the order of the languages 
I was taught. 
Nagyon szépen köszönöm, kezdődjön a munka 
Hvala puno svima, neka posao započne. 
Thank you very much; let the work begin! 
[Applause.] 
The PRESIDENT: Thank you, and congratulations, honourable member. I wish you all the very best during your 
term in this chamber. 

Sitting suspended from 1.03 to 2.00 pm 
HON DR BRIAN WALKER (East Metropolitan) [2.02 pm]: President, my sincere congratulations on your 
appointment to the chair. My sincere congratulations also to all who enter this Parliament for the first time. May 
we all contribute to the body of work before us. 
I take special note of the wise words of His Excellency Hon Kim Beazley earlier this week when he swore in the new 
members of the Legislative Council of this forty-first Parliament, and particularly his earlier comments on areas 
of health and wellness, and other matters reflecting on the democratic rights of Western Australians and questions of 
electoral reform. These issues are dear to my heart. I also make mention of the excellent inaugural speeches made 
prior to my first speech, which I was forced to extensively rewrite at short notice in response to the uniformly high 
standard displayed by my honourable colleagues. Members, I stand in awe of you all. Some among you may question 
why a medical practitioner represents a platform of cannabis law reform. A recent newspaper article described us as 
arguably the most controversial and unusual MPs to sit in the WA Parliament, but we appear decidedly normal, do 
we not? According to the research staff in the Parliamentary Library—an excellent library—I am the first medical 
practitioner to be called to the Legislative Council since Hon James Hislop, who was elected in 1941. We celebrate 
the eightieth anniversary of his election this year, alongside the fiftieth anniversary of his retirement from the 
chamber in 1971. This year also marks the fiftieth anniversary of my cohort’s graduation from Scotch College in 
this fair city in 1971. That being said, you may have heard from my lilting tones that I am not entirely born and bred 
in Australia. From across this chamber you have heard the dulcet tones of Scotland, some of which had to be translated 
for the benefit of my colleague. “Wha’s like us? Gey few, and they’re a’ deid” was a fine example, and I will add 
to that the famous saying from Scotland, this time in the language of Scotland, Gaelic. My apologies to Hansard! 
The words are “céad mìle fáilte”, which translates as “A hundred thousand welcomes”. Truly, I can say that this 
traditional welcome has been expressed in the warmth and friendship shown to us in these early days. Indeed, I am 
sure I speak for all here when I say that I have felt welcomed into this august body. 
My first language was not English. I spoke Bahasa Melayu, Bahasa kebangsaan di Malaysia, and by the age of four 
I spoke a mix of Bahasa and English without realising they were two different languages. How did that occur? My 
father flew as a fighter pilot with the Royal Air Force in Burma. My mother served in the Navy at Scapa Flow during 
the Second World War. The losses they experienced surely guided their sense of adventure, and, as survivors, they 
knew that every breath drawn was to be thankful for life. I owe them everything. The war formed them but it also 
marked them. They were veterans who knew the fleeting nature of life and so they lived every day that was given 
to them. 
After being demobbed in 1946, my father wondered what to do with the rest of his life. He knew how to fly planes 
and kill people but he had only a high school education, so he did what any sensible Scot would do on returning 
from a tropical climate to the cold of Scotland and looked for a job in more tropical climes. He settled in Malaya, 
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as it was then, to work as a plantation assistant manager, being shot at by the terrorists who were keen to follow in 
the footsteps of Chairman Mao. Indeed, he was shot, his side being ripped apart by a shotgun blast, but at least he 
survived; his manager the previous week did not. I have vivid memories of him being brought back by Gurkha troops, 
blood all over the bed, a very worried mother trying to keep her cool, while I, as the older brother, simply marvelled 
at the sight. If that was not bad enough, my mother informed me that when he was discharged from hospital in 
Singapore some weeks later, he failed to return at the appointed time. The return road was, of course, a target for the 
terrorists, and he could have been waylaid at any moment—such was our life back then. He did rock up after midnight 
rather the worse for wear after carousing in the RAF mess. I understand that a wife in that state of anger can be 
more fearsome than any terrorist threat! He certainly did not repeat that action, at least as far as I know. 
Our family was sent to Perth in 1965 for schooling and as a place of retirement. As I said, Scottish weather is not 
the most conducive, which may account for the rather fierce nature of our reputation, and my parents had made 
the decision to better their lives by settling in Australia. If the truth be told, I became Australian in a short time, 
absorbed into the realities of Perth in the 1960s. How our city has changed since then! I grew from childhood into 
the cusp of adulthood in Perth, and it was here that I realised my future path in life. 
You may well note that much of my attitude is that of a healer. I have known I was a healer since the age of 13. My 
parents are no longer with us to see what has become of their son, but they approved of my resolution, even if my 
attitude to schoolwork was lacking in endeavour, as I spent much of my time as a surf lifesaver at City Beach. The 
naivety of youth also led me to plan by the age of 15 to volunteer for Vietnam. My parents found that choice less 
appealing, so they returned to their homeland, causing us, the children, yet again to emigrate, leaving behind a major 
part of our lives, good friends—Tom Giles, I am looking at you—and a love of this great country. 
My life until then had been one of relative affluence in Malaysia, but also near poverty once here. My father had 
been forced to leave Malaysia after the race riots with a fraction of his pension at a time when Harold Wilson in 
London had devalued the pound. We have experienced the effects of political decisions heavily impacting on our 
lives, taking us into near ruin. As you can imagine, this facet of life coloured my opinion of politics and politicians 
to a large degree. On returning to Scotland, my father found himself uneducated in anything beyond flying planes 
and killing people, tropical plantation management and selling real estate in Australia. He started out again from 
the beginning and took a job that would normally have been occupied by a youth fresh from school. Both my 
parents worked hard, but we experienced significant deprivation. As ever, love and harmony overcame difficulties. 
Then my dearly loved father died. He had barely reached the age of 50. My mother became a single mum, supporting 
three children on an income half that of a man doing the same job. In applying for a grant to supplement my university 
education, bureaucratic red tape required me to declare my dead father’s last year of income, forcing me to rely on 
his future income for the entire length of my education—six years. Short of the funds, as many students are, I turned 
to the Army for the steady income derived as a part-time soldier while studying. I served as a Territorial Army soldier, 
a signaller and a bagpiper, ready at any moment to drop my studies and head for the front should war break out, as 
we feared would happen at any moment in those strange days of east–west divide. 
I was speaking to a real veteran about the benefits of cannabis and other currently illegal drugs in managing the 
scourge of post-traumatic stress disorder. He looked at me on hearing my story and laid on me the title of veteran as 
well. He said that anyone who has pulled on a uniform and stood ready to serve is, he assured me, a veteran. I do 
not deserve that title; I have not a medal to my name, but I am honoured to be seen in the same company of those 
men and women who have served. 
So, I continued the family taste for adventure and on qualifying, I did what any sensible young man does. I emigrated 
again—to Germany this time. What followed was periods of work as a doctor in Germany, the Soviet Union and 
Scotland. Standing at Callanish on the west coast of the Isle of Lewis in August, the rain coming down parallel to 
the ground, 12 degrees Centigrade, once again forced me to question what I was doing. So once again adventure 
beckoned, leading me finally to spend 12 years in Hong Kong and China, from where my long-suffering wife told 
me it was time to settle down. I came home. 
I have spoken with the language and accents of Australia, Scotland, Germany and Russia before resuming the 
tones of Scotland. I have experienced different politics in all those countries. It is my experience that one can only 
truly understand a country once one lives there and speaks the language. At that level of experience, you begin to 
understand the culture—I mean truly experience the culture. You can read about Nazi Germany and study all you 
want, but when you sing in a choir shoulder to shoulder with soldiers who served with the Waffen SS or Wehrmacht, 
and hear their stories told in the same tones as my family related to me how they in turn flew over Berlin to bomb 
it, or strafed Japanese positions near Mandalay, and you see the different bricks of the church that was bombed 
killing relatives of your current patients, then you begin to experience life as a native of the country. You connect. 
The songs take on a new meaning. The foods become meaningful. The rituals required to fit into normal life become 
a part of your identity. 
When you see me greet you with a hand on my heart, that is from Malaysia. On toasting you over a glass of schnapps, 
I stand and greet you in the German way. My language choices reflect an Asian heritage. I am a third-culture child. 
The key to culture is language. 
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I have worked in the Kimberley and the Pilbara. I attended the needs of First Peoples in Noonkanbah, a place revered 
as one of the first places where real and successful protests led to the return of power and sovereignty to a people all 
too recently treated as slaves. I could see that reflected in the old Museum of WA. I have seen the destruction of 
the Martu people who were permitted to move closer in from the desert, supported by a neighbouring tribal group 
that saw the need to open boundaries to support a tribe in need. But they have suffered loss, as has every group. 
In common with all of my travels in such areas I see the loss of language. Once you lose language, you lose connection 
to culture. Once you lose connection to culture, you wander the lands lost, disconnected. You become a ghost in 
your own home. You no longer belong. The loss is irrevocable. 
When we repeat the welcome words of acknowledgement in this place, I feel the good intent, but I see no connection 
to language or culture, and I welcome every move to regain that connection. The best example I see, a living example, 
is how the Jewish people have reconnected with Hebrew and made a dead language live again, in a modern context. 
I see the same effort in Scotland, where Gaelic-medium education is helping Scots reconnect with a language that 
was physically beaten out of them in the schoolyards up to the 1960s in an effort to destroy the Highland culture, 
to make the natives look and sound like the conquerors. Let us not repeat that here in this glorious land. 
Here at home I have worked in Derby, Broome, Fitzroy Crossing, Halls Creek and Newman, with spells in Tasmania 
and Queensland, and a considerable time in the Wheatbelt at Kununoppin—the centre of civilisation—caring for the 
residents from Beacon, Bencubbin, Mukinbudin, Kununoppin, Trayning and Nungarin, looking after the hospital 
and four general practitioner clinics where once the famous Dr John Radunovich practised for 51 years. You can 
see his life featured in our new WA Museum Boola Bardip. He and I shared a distaste for the medical bureaucracy 
enshrined in the WA Country Health Service. We described WACHS by quite different epithets, but more of that 
I am sure in future sessions. 
I have experienced the heights of privilege and the depths of despair. I reflect on the great tragedies that have shaped 
my life. The death of my father when I was just 17 caused me to question why, to look for the meaning of life. The 
passing of my little brother, now three years ago, focused my anger at a health system that had simply failed to provide 
good medical service. The tragedies I experience every day in clinical life cause me to seek solutions, rather than 
just making medical diagnoses alone. They lead also to the bigger questions of how we, as a nation, can address 
the causes of suffering and distress. I have come to believe, especially considering more recent tragedies, that the 
issues are those attributable to systemic failure. This is something that every one of us who work at the coalface 
of health and wellness can readily attest to. These are big questions, but for many here in this chamber the focus 
on this medical practitioner is surely about his belief in the place of cannabis in society. Members have heard me 
speak of my life, which is surely not one of normal experience. By definition I am abnormal. But can a doctor be 
so abnormal that he favours cannabis as a medicine, as a social and socially approved drug? Has anyone previously 
in this house used that word so often? Cannabis? Now you know a little about me, and still you must surely be 
wondering why someone such as I have been associated with cannabis. That is a reasonable question. The answer 
pertains very much to the electorate to which I have been elected—East Metropolitan Region. 
I have sat in my clinics in Serpentine and elsewhere and listened to many patients detailing their pains and concerns. 
Many I can deal with, even if that means accompanying them through inevitable suffering to the doors of death. 
Of course, there is much joy in medicine—the laughter of someone who is relieved of symptoms or who has survived 
against the odds. But I have also sat and held the hands of those dying in their wrecked cars. I have cut down the 
lifeless body of someone who found life too much to bear and comforted the relatives who found their loved one 
hanging behind the cupboard door. I have stood in helpless anguish at the bedside of an infant now cold and blue 
and heard the howl of a mother in deepest agony. I have held the fading body of a car crash victim as life inexorably 
ebbed away. 
Indeed, I have also survived being held hostage with a knife at my neck for what was only 30 minutes but felt a tad 
longer. All of those emotions I have experienced. The emotion that haunts me to this day, however, is the sense of 
futility and despair when I am confronted with the impossibility of managing, relieving, removing or in any way 
improving the situation of those who are in helpless distress due, not to their disease, but to the psychosocial 
depravity of a system that refuses effective input for these people. I have sat in that room, unsupported, neglected 
by the bodies that purport to care for my interests, unsupported by a system that exposes my patients to horrors of 
deprivation—disrespected, disenfranchised, unsupported, unrelieved, unacknowledged, suffering physically or 
mentally destroyed. 
Where you might see statistics, I see a face; I see the faces of the family. We have heard of the reassuring statistics 
of improvements in the mental health system. I tell you, as one of those who stood on that front line, and still does 
stand there, that the mental health services are grossly inadequate in every way. I do not say this to cause scandal 
or to complain. I merely tell you what actually is happening, every day, in our communities. Those statistics that 
you see, I see as faces. 
Take, for example, the statistic of our veterans of the armed forces, one of whom commits suicide every two weeks. 
Such a veteran honoured me by calling me a veteran based on my seven years of Territorial Army service. They 
did not send me into harm’s way as we sent them, to withstand the bullets and bombs of an enemy, to show courage 
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in the face of death, and to return broken in mind and body to a society which reveres them once a year for half 
a day, and then proceeds to neglect them on a daily basis. I am here for them, and if I am angry on their behalf, 
I make no apology for that anger. 
What of those who are self-medicating their ills and woes caused by domestic violence?  
To whom do we refer for real help? When we look to find accommodation for those cast out into the cold, tired 
and hungry, is there much of a solution? Tell it to the doctors who sit in their rooms prescribing benzodiazepines 
for anxiety, antidepressants for their distress, other soporifics to send them to sleep in their distress, antipsychotics 
to manage the consequences of years of stress and distress. I am here for them, and I make no apologies for offering 
an alternative pathway. 
Does anyone here consider the mental health services adequate in our state? Referring to psychiatric centres that 
are too busy to accept patients, being seen in emergency departments where doctors are flooded out by a tsunami of 
human distress, including those who seek some measure of relief with alcohol, methamphetamine, opiates, opioids. 
Self-harm events, lifestyle associated heart attacks and strokes—we have a sickness industry, not a health industry. 
We are treating the results, not the causes, and it is costing us billions of dollars, and untold lives of misery, pain, 
destruction, turmoil and increasingly a destruction of the very fabric of society. I am here for them, and I make no 
apology for raising their plight here in this place. 
When I prescribe cannabis, I know firstly that this is perhaps the safest drug in my pharmacopoeia. Even with the 
THC component, swallowing a whole bottle in one go will give you an expensive sleep. Swallowing a whole packet 
of paracetamol will kill you. But we sell paracetamol in the supermarket and look at cannabis with suspicion and fear.  
When I prescribe cannabis for insomnia or anxiety, I see a substance that can substantially improve anxiety and 
insomnia with none of the possible adverse side effects of the usual drugs. 
When I prescribe cannabis for pain, I see a substance that is both highly effective for most people but also 
substantially safer than the heroin derivatives that are often issued without much thought or care. Opiates and opioids 
are responsible for major issues, including deaths due to misadventure and simply the result of the pharmacology 
of heroin. And yet no-one bothers me when I prescribe a heroin-based drug, but I have to jump through hoops to 
prescribe cannabis. 
Cannabis is a healthy, healing herb that must be used with respect but which is also much safer than many, if not 
all, of the currently used medications, and I find that situation simply intolerable in the face of a failing health 
service, mounting psychosocial damage, the criminalisation of a large subsection of the population with all the 
social and financial costs that are involved. 
My parents instilled in me a sense of respect for all peoples and all nations. That equity, freedom, and fairness 
is something that we desperately need in these times. They instilled in me a sense of the need to care for 
one’s neighbours, as if they were my brothers and sisters, mothers and fathers, sons, and daughters. They taught 
me that we are all in fact one family. It is in this spirit that I have developed my passion for wellness. That passion 
has led me here. 
Here I am. I stand before you, an Australian and third culture child, proud to be a citizen of this world—here to 
serve. Serve my electorate of East Metropolitan Region, the people of Western Australia, my family. I stand for 
wellness: physical, mental, financial and social wellness. 
We leave the causes of immense psychosocial distress and disease untouched, yet deliver to those who can afford it 
drugs that exacerbate the issues. I can prescribe benzodiazepines, antidepressants, opiates, opioids, anti-inflammatories, 
analgesics, all of which contribute to an enormous toll of medically exacerbated deaths as well as the consequences 
of simply putting a small plaster on a huge symptom. We criminalise cannabis, that safest of all of my prescriptions, 
making it both hard to access and expensive to consume. We readily prescribe heroin and its derivatives, but we 
reject cannabis. In the USA there are over 112 000 annual deaths due to the medications we correctly prescribe. 
Not one of those deaths is caused by cannabis, and yet we vilify it. Does anyone here doubt that a case needs to be 
made for wellness that includes that healthy, healing herb? 
That is why I am here: to stand up for the people not only of my own electorate in East Metropolitan, but for all 
Western Australians, indeed for all Australians. To demand that we address cause, not just effect. To demand more 
efficient use of our limited funds to achieve better outcomes with less cost. To demand that we, as a Parliament, 
become better informed. To hold the system accountable for what passes for normal. To change that normal into 
a healthy normal. To take seriously the scourges of our society, the domestic violence, the social violence, the loss of 
a sense of individual responsibility for health and wellness, to scrutinise our laws with a view to enhancing the rights 
and responsibilities of free people in a free country. To make Australia a leading light for a world in need of solutions. 
In closing now, thanks are due. I would not be standing here today were it not for the efforts of Leo Treasure, his 
father Brett Treasure, the executive of the Legalise Cannabis WA Party, and every party member who worked 
tirelessly on small commons for the good of the party. An especial tribute goes to Karl Reinmuth, who worked 
without pause to ensure that every voter in the East Metropolitan electorate knew of our platform. 
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Thank you to the electors of the East Metropolitan Region, who placed their trust in this simple doctor to make 
a change for the better, and whom I will not disappoint. And to my patients in Serpentine, whom I still serve when 
duties in Parliament permit, my sincere thanks. You have less of me at the sharp end of medical services, but I serve 
you still. Will Safar, the patient and exceptionally skilled pharmacist whom I am proud to call my friend, your support 
has meant so much to me. Remember always that I am here for you, too. 
And finally, and most importantly, my thanks to my lovely wife, Jessica, and to my two beautiful boys, James and 
Andrew. Everything I have done, I do for you. You are my world, my treasure and my life. I know you are proud 
of what I have done, but I am immensely proud of you all, Jessica, for being my compass in life, my support, 
and my best and surest critic, whether in sartorial issues or in matters of life and love. My sons, currently also at 
Scotch College, I am always there for you, and I will always love you more than life itself. Make the best of your 
lives and live your highest and best, not what I deem suitable. But if you decide to follow in my political footsteps, 
I will also not be disappointed. 
Now I promised Hon Pierre Yang that I would speak for no more than 20 minutes, and I dare not take more time. 
My promise to you all is that I will serve you faithfully. I greet you well and thank you. 
[Applause.] 
The PRESIDENT: Thank you, congratulations honourable member. I wish you well in your endeavours in this 
place. Members, if you will just give us one moment for the changing of the guard in the President’s gallery. 
HON STEPHEN PRATT (South Metropolitan) [2.28 pm]: May I begin by acknowledging the Whadjuk Noongar 
people, the traditional custodians of the land on which we meet today, and pay my respect to the elders, past, 
present and emerging. I extend that respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples here today. I am proud 
to be a part of this Legislative Council that has already created an important moment in history with the election 
of Hon Rosie Sahanna, and I look forward to working closely with her into the future. I have also learnt today that 
we have the first Serbian-born person elected to the WA Parliament. Congratulations, Hon Klara Andric. 
I congratulate you, President, on your election to the position of President of the Legislative Council. I know that 
you will fulfil the role with the respect, dignity and authority that it requires. I feel incredibly lucky to have worked 
closely with you over the past four years in the Minister for Health’s and the Minister for Mental Health’s office. 
Although you take on this new and exciting role, I know that you will continue to have a focus on mental health 
along with the alcohol and other drugs sector. 
Let me say at the outset that I know I am fortunate to be here. In saying that, I also have no intention of just making 
up the numbers. I am here to work hard for the people of the South Metropolitan Region and the people of 
Western Australia. This is my time to step up and make my voice heard as I forge my own path. For any political 
party to have their fourth candidate elected under our voting system is a rare feat, so I acknowledge the special 
circumstances of the 2021 state election that produced such a remarkable win by WA Labor, a win so resounding 
that for the first time in the history of our great state Labor has a majority in this house. Of course, that was all 
predicated on the back of the hard work of our Premier, Mark McGowan, and an outstanding Deputy Premier in 
Roger Cook. It should never be forgotten that in a moment of crisis in WA’s history, as the devastating pandemic 
hit our shores, these two leaders stood up, took responsibility and kept us all safe. It was this response that has 
allowed the economy and jobs to grow. Today, I am proud to be part of the McGowan government. 
At 36 years of age, happily married with two young daughters—four-year-old Imogen, who is at kindergarten, and 
two-year-old Phoebe, who is still at home—I probably have an ideal profile to represent the South Metropolitan 
Region. One-third of the region are married couples with children, the median age is 35 and one in four has 
a substantial house mortgage—almost a mirror image of my current circumstances. I understand the economic 
household factors that affect most people in the region because they affect my family as well. We are all well aware 
of the education needs, the health aspirations, the need to have adequate public transport, the cost of living and the 
effect fees and charges have on the weekly budget. 
President, I would like to take the opportunity to acknowledge the number of newly elected members from a diverse 
range of backgrounds on both sides of the chamber. To think that 100 years ago Edith Cowan had to endure heckling 
as she delivered her inaugural speech is unfathomable to me. Almost achieving gender equity in the Parliament of 
Western Australia is worth recognising and I look forward to seeing this continued into the future. On that note, 
I make special mention of Hon Sue Ellery on being elected again to the position of Leader of the Government in the 
Legislative Council and to the other Labor candidates elected in the South Metropolitan Region, Hon Kate Doust, 
who has served this chamber well as President for the past four years, and Hon Klara Andric, who I know will 
make a significant contribution in years to come. 
While referencing the accomplished women in this chamber I would like to acknowledge my wife, Elena, who is 
sitting in the President’s gallery today. A wife, mother, friend and colleague, she wears multiple hats at multiple 
times. She currently juggles looking after our two young daughters with part-time work as a media coordinator 
for the South Metropolitan Health Service, which includes Fiona Stanley Hospital, Fremantle Hospital and 
Rockingham General Hospital. Supported by her mass communication degree from Murdoch University, Elena’s 
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professional career spans 16 years, starting as a trainee journalist at Network 10 where she spent several years in 
the Perth broadcast media industry before making the move to corporate communications in the public service. 
She has spent much of her time in the health sector where she initially worked for the Child and Adolescent Health 
Service at Princess Margaret Hospital for Children. She then went on to spend several years at the Department of 
Fire and Emergency Services and the Department of Lands before making her return to WA Health. Elena is 
constantly striving to tell people stories and genuinely make a difference. With her commitment and tenacity, she 
is an incredible role model to our daughters. 
Politics has been a big part of my life thanks to both my parents, Baden and Cheryl. Growing up, our family 
spent some time living in Bunbury. My parents would put me in the pram and walk the streets as they letterboxed 
Labor Party material on Bunbury 2000, a multimillion-dollar Labor policy that transformed that city. My father 
worked for three Western Australian Premiers—Brian Burke, Peter Dowding and Carmen Lawrence—and was 
the manager of policy in the Department of the Premier and Cabinet when Carmen Lawrence was Premier. As 
a journalist, he was head of bureau for the Perth Daily News in Canberra and chief of staff for The Sunday Independent. 
He also served two terms as a councillor for the City of Fremantle in the city ward, hence my involvement from 
a young age in both local and state politics. My father will turn 79 in August and is currently in his fourth year 
studying at the University of Notre Dame. Mum worked briefly in journalism as well, after completing an arts 
degree at the University of Western Australia, beginning with a cadetship at The Sunday Independent, which is where 
my parents met. She also spent some time at The Mandurah Advertiser. My mother has had a varied career, initially 
working in special education then turning to school chaplaincy prior to the completion of a masters in counselling. 
She also worked part time as a research officer for Jim McGinty, a former member for Fremantle. It was an 
unpredictable transition from electorate office to St Patrick’s homeless centre, where mum worked as a frontline 
emergency relief officer charged with the task of finding shelter for homeless people as well as overseeing crisis 
accommodation for homeless men. Over the last 12 years she has focused on addiction and trauma counselling at 
Fresh Start Recovery Programme, as well as building up her own private practice specialising in the treatment of 
trauma and post-traumatic stress disorder. 
A central figure in my life growing up was my granddad, Frank Everett. Following the untimely death of his mother 
in the Channel Islands, Frank became an orphan, leaving behind three brothers, a sister and his father, who he never 
saw again. He spent five years at Fairbridge Farm School in Pinjarra where he learnt the importance and value of 
a hard day’s work. He led an itinerant life travelling the length and breadth of the state working on cattle stations. He 
later became a prospector in WA, working for major mining companies. I spent many hours with him listening to stories 
of the outback. He lived with us for the final 10 years of his life, along with his partner, Joy Johnson, affectionately 
known as Nanna Joy. When we talked, his mantra was to always have a job. My grandmother Florence Brayley lived 
in Saharanpur and Lahore—now Pakistan—for much of her early life before making the journey to Fremantle on 
board the former HMAS Manoora, arriving on Indian Independence Day. The voyage, from all accounts, was an 
incredibly challenging one, leaving behind lifelong friends and a beloved country in the grip of religious and political 
turmoil. Sadly, I never had the opportunity to meet Florence or my father’s parents, Cliff and Doris. 
Believing in Labor values and voting for Labor runs deep in my family, including my in-laws, Robyn and Gary Kane. 
As students at the University of Western Australia at a time of the Vietnam War, they marched against Australia’s 
involvement and the practice of conscription, and were advocates for a free tertiary education and universal health 
care. They also handed out how-to-vote cards in Kim Beazley Snr’s electorate for the 1972 federal election, which 
saw Australia pull out of Vietnam and the introduction of the tertiary education assistance scheme and Medicare. 
Following her passion for public education and inspired by her father Donald Kay, who taught at Como Senior High 
School for many years, Robyn became a secondary schoolteacher of English and literature. Her first appointment 
was to Rockingham Senior High School, followed two years later with a transfer to Lynwood Senior High School. 
On her return from maternity leave, she taught at Hollywood Senior High School until its closure. She was a member 
of the inaugural staff at Shenton College until her retirement in 2016, with her teaching career spanning 40 years 
across the public education system.  
Reflecting on my family, I look back fondly at my childhood growing up in Fremantle with my parents and my brother, 
Clifton, and my older half-sisters Nicole and Suravi. My early education began at the North Fremantle Primary 
School, where former Labor Premier the late John Tonkin taught. In my youth, I wanted to be an AFL footballer. 
When the Fremantle Football Club was established, I regularly attended Dockers training sessions at Fremantle 
Oval, collecting footballs and running water. I joined the mighty North Fremantle Football Club as a teenager, 
where I played 85 games. I really did not have a choice; my dad is a double life member of the club and a life member 
of the Perth Football League. However, a broken leg, followed by a broken arm and a collapsed lung made me 
think I should get into something easier, such as politics. One of my cherished childhood memories was when our 
family bought a campervan and set off on a journey travelling around Australia. As a nine-year-old, crossing the 
Nullarbor and seeing parts of the country and wildlife that a person rarely gets to see was an incredible experience. 
It gave me a greater understanding of how vast many parts of Australia are, especially Western Australia. It was 
also great to spend quality time with my brother Clifton and to grow up with him leading the way at school and in 
sport, along with, of course, testing the waters with our parents.  
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As I grew older, my parents insisted that Clifton and I go to a school with more formal Christian teachings. 
Consequently, I enjoyed eight years at Christian Brothers College in Fremantle, where I made lifelong friends. 
I appreciate the lessons that were learnt in my time as a student there, values that I have carried with me ever since. 
The school motto, “Palma Virtuti”, which translates to “goodness is its own reward”, has stuck with me to this day 
and driven my passion for community service. As deputy head boy in my final year, I assumed responsibilities 
that prepared me for life ahead. 

After graduating from high school, we went on a family holiday to Europe. Unfortunately, two days into the trip, 
I found myself in hospital with a collapsed lung. I received the best of care in hospital in France, where I celebrated 
my eighteenth birthday, and then later, when my lung collapsed again, I required surgery at a hospital in Germany. 
It was a memorable trip but not for the reasons we had hoped. Nevertheless, it was enough to convince me that 
I wanted to see more of the world once I was given a clean bill of health. 

Having a strong connection to Fremantle, it was an easy decision to continue my education at the University of 
Notre Dame Australia. In 2007, I graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in both politics and journalism. Deciding what 
to study at university was not the easiest choice as I was not sure what career I wanted to pursue. Naturally, wanting 
to follow in my parents’ footsteps had some influence over the path I chose. With that in mind, my high school 
friend Kieran Cranny and I did what all young energetic university students do; we joined our local Labor branch. 
In 2007, the Coolbellup branch recruited two new members. It was the beginning of an enduring partnership with 
the party that would become central to my professional journey. 

After graduating from university, I took a year off to travel overseas, which was an unforgettable experience for all 
the right reasons. I volunteered, worked and was a spectator at major world sporting events—the Rugby World Cup 
in France, the world short-course swimming championships in Manchester and, finally, the Summer Olympics in 
Beijing. My tasks may have been minor, such as controlling the movement of photographers on the pool deck, but 
for a sports fanatic, it was centimetre perfect. I truly cherish my memories of Germany, where I spent the majority of 
my time overseas, and the friends that I made while living there. However, all holidays must come to an end, and that 
is when reality set in. Not only did I not have a job, I could not find one. That dreadful feeling that a person gets in 
the pit of their stomach when they have little money in their pocket has stayed with me. That is why I am so supportive 
of the McGowan government’s plan for jobs. We must find work, smart work, for our future generations, and I will 
take great interest in the various jobs and skills centres across the South Metropolitan Region. 

While contemplating my future as a 24-year-old, it became clear in my mind that I wanted to get involved in politics, 
and it was not long after this that the Carpenter government called an early election. I made sure that I was at the 
campaign launch, and it was at that event that I was introduced to Roger Cook. For the past 13 years, I have had the 
privilege of working every day with the Deputy Premier, Roger Cook, initially in his role as the member for Kwinana, 
and for the past four years as his senior adviser while he has been Deputy Premier and Minister for Health; Mental 
Health. Some of that role has been performed in the Parliament, liaising with Labor members and members from 
the other side. I have learnt a great deal through assisting people across the state who have raised issues with their 
local members of Parliament, and certainly one of the most demanding experiences has been assisting with the 
huge amount of COVID-19 related queries. I enjoy dealing with the policy areas of mental health, men’s health and 
organ donation, all areas that I wish to continue working in if given the opportunity. It was a privilege to be involved 
with significant pieces of legislation such as the Public Health Amendment (Immunisation Requirements for Enrolment) 
Bill 2019 and the Western Australian Future Fund Amendment (Future Health Research and Innovation Fund) Bill 2019 
as they traversed both houses of Parliament. 

The past four years working in the areas of health and mental health have highlighted some of the great work being 
done every day that often goes unrecognised. I now have a greater appreciation for organisations such as Rare Voices 
Australia, and its deputy chair, Kane Blackman, which advocates on behalf of families and individuals with rare 
diseases. I am also excited about what the future holds for innovation and medical research. A number of organisations 
are doing amazing things right here in Western Australia, such as the Centre for Entrepreneurial Research and 
Innovation, the vision of Charlie Bass—I thank him for welcoming me and providing a tour of the organisation—
the Telethon Kids Institute; and Curve Tomorrow. The Women and Infants Research Foundation has been a great 
support to friends close to me who tragically suffered a preterm loss, and it is an organisation that I look forward 
to working with, given that Elena and I experienced our own heartbreaking early pregnancy loss on our journey to 
starting a family. Now it is my time to continue assisting these worthy organisations in my own capacity as 
a member of Parliament. 

It was truly a daunting experience to be in the Minister for Health’s office when we started hearing news of a disease 
spreading from country to country; COVID-19 was headed our way. One of the more humbling moments from 
that time was the overwhelming number of offers of support from different sectors of our community. Suddenly, 
a large part of my role was to look through hundreds of pieces of correspondence from people offering items such as 
parts for respirators, personal protective equipment and hand sanitiser. It showed that we really do live in a great part 
of the world and in a community in which people are willing to put up their hand and help. I feel very fortunate to 
have been able to witness firsthand our political, health and police leaders working together to keep Western Australia 
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safe as the disease caused devastation around the world. I look forward to playing a role in support of different 
industries that have been impacted by COVID-19 as we learn to live with the disease and move into a phase of 
new normality, including the events and entertainment industry and local manufacturing. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the minister, his wife, Carly Lane; and all members of his ministerial 
office, including Julie Armstrong, Michael Beach, Marion Buchanan, Neil Fergus, Gino Marinucci and Ruth O’Toole; 
as well as former colleagues Tony Clark, Emma Collyer and Stephanie Enkel for their friendship and assistance. 
Those four years went by in a flash. They started with the issues related to lead being found in the water at the new 
Perth Children’s Hospital, followed by a large focus on the voluntary assisted dying legislation that was eventually 
passed by the Parliament, and then dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic. A health minister’s office has a frenetic 
workload. Everyone works long hours and the success of the minister in one of government’s hardest portfolios is 
testament to the fact that his staff must play an important role. 
It was also a privilege to be Roger Cook’s campaign manager in the 2013 and 2017 state elections, campaigns that 
saw him increase his vote each time. Most recently, I was his campaign director for the 2021 election. Following 
the first three years in Roger Cook’s electorate office, I decided to throw my own hat into the ring in the local 
government election. I served the Cockburn community for two terms as a councillor for the central ward; I was 
elected in 2011 and re-elected in 2015. The City of Cockburn is a wonderful place and many people have worked 
hard to make it a great community. I particularly thank the past and present members of both the Bibra Lake Residents 
Association and the Coolbellup Community Association, including Greg Patterson, Jane Burnett, Katie Attwell 
and Pip Brennan, for their work. Like many of them, I was right at the forefront of the campaign to save the Beeliar 
wetlands. Apart from the environmental impact of bulldozing a road through wetlands, there was the important 
question of the impact on Aboriginal cultural heritage. I am pleased that the McGowan government will include 
the wetlands in an A-class conservation reserve for the use of future generations. 
It was an honour to represent the local community for eight years on Cockburn council and to promote the interests 
of ratepayers, residents and small business. I learnt a lot from the Aboriginal Reference Group and from being chair 
of the grants and donations committee. Given the number of hours we allocated to the planning of the Aquatic and 
Recreation Centre in Cockburn Central, both here and interstate, it is refreshing to see the thousands of people 
now using that facility. It was also a highlight to work closely with the Fremantle Football Club and I hope, along 
with many other devoted fans, that it can achieve premiership success in the near future. The people of Cockburn 
have a special place in my heart, and I will continue to do all that I can to assist them in the future. 
On that note, I thank Cockburn Mayor Logan Howlett and his wife, Pat, for their kindness, advice and friendship 
over those eight years. Of special importance was also the help I received from Councillor Philip Eva and his wife, 
Michele. Another Cockburn councillor who assisted me was the member for Jandakot, Yaz Mubarakai, who became 
a close friend and I congratulate him on being appointed parliamentary secretary to Minister Tony Buti. It is 
a pleasure to again be working together for our local communities. I extend my appreciation to the staff at the City of 
Cockburn for their assistance. I also acknowledge Stephen Cain, Stuart Downing, Don Green, Daniel Arndt and 
fellow councillors Kevin Allen, Bart Houwen, Lara Kirkwood, Val Oliver, the late Steve Portelli, Carol Reeve-Fowkes, 
Tony Romano, Michael Separovich, Chantelle Stone, Lee-Anne Smith, Chamonix Terblanche and Lyndsey Wetton. 
Although we did not always see eye to eye, it was clear that everyone around the table was passionate and committed 
to the community they represented. My time on the council at the City of Cockburn showed me that local government 
most definitely plays a much bigger role than just rates, roads and rubbish; it builds communities, provides avenues 
for social inclusion for all members of society and the expectations of residents continue to grow daily. The City of 
Cockburn does a lot of these things very well. 
My electorate office will be in Canning Bridge in a building occupied by the previous Liberal member for 
South Metropolitan Region, Hon Simon O’Brien. I have big shoes to fill. He served in the Legislative Council for 
just shy of a quarter of a century, was Deputy President, a former government minister, and Chair of Committees. 
I recognise the contribution that he has made during his time in this place. 
The South Metropolitan Region is dynamic and diverse. It is a huge area, covering the 15 lower house electorates 
of Baldivis, Bateman, Bicton, Cannington, Cockburn, Fremantle, Jandakot, Kwinana, Riverton, Rockingham, 
Southern River, South Perth, Victoria Park, Warnbro and Willagee. All those seats are now held by Labor members 
of Parliament. I look forward to working with these members, the host of unions, local governments, small business 
groups, sporting and social clubs and key organisations such as the South West Group, a voluntary regional 
organisation that comprises six local government authorities across the South Metropolitan Region. More than a third 
of people living in the South Metropolitan Region today were born overseas, with the biggest increase coming from 
India, China, the Philippines and New Zealand. Of course, I am familiar with big parts of the region after growing up 
and studying in Fremantle, working in Kwinana, living and raising my family in Coolbellup, and working as an 
elected member for eight years across Cockburn. I look forward to getting out and about to meet more local people. 
I now take the opportunity to thank the many people who have worked behind the scenes in assisting me to enter 
Parliament. To Tim Picton, the hardworking state secretary of WA Labor, Ellie Whiteaker, the assistant state 
secretary, and all the team at WA Labor, thank you for your immediate and ongoing advice. I also thank the union 
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movement generally, but specifically the hardworking people at the Community and Public Sector Union–Civil 
Service Association of WA and the administration of the United Workers’ Union, its president Carolyn Smith and 
national political coordinator Dominic Rose. 
Now to my family. I would not be standing here today if it were not for my pillars of strength—my parents, Baden 
and Cheryl. They continue to be my biggest supporters and without their love and generosity, my path to politics 
would not have been possible. To my wife, Elena, thank you. Your support gives me the confidence to be here today 
and I know that with you by my side, I will be able to serve the people in my electorate with the energy and enthusiasm 
it requires. Your constant encouragement, guidance and belief allows me to take on this new role. 
To our two girls, Imogen and Phoebe, who I had hoped would sit quietly in the President’s gallery, perhaps one day 
when you are older, you will come across this speech and, if you read through far enough, you will come to this part. 
I want you both to know that I love you very much and that the important work we do here is an attempt to make 
Western Australia a better place for you to grow up in. It should provide you with every opportunity to live a happy 
and healthy life, with world-class education and health services, job opportunities and a natural environment that 
ensures that this state continues to be a great place to, one day, raise a family of your own. 
I would also like to extend my gratitude to my mother-in-law, Robyn, her mother, Beryl Kay, who celebrates her 
ninety-second birthday this coming Monday, and my brother-in-law Alexander Kane for their ongoing guidance, 
support, friendship and, of course, endless hours of babysitting. 
A range of individuals have gone above and beyond the call of duty to assist me, such as Kwinana Labor stalwart 
Vic Smith, who is always there to help. I thank my nephew Joshua Cunniffe for his ongoing advice and sense of 
humour, along with Nicole, David and the whole Cunniffe family. I thank my cousin Nathan Buzza, someone 
I admired growing up, and his wife, Trudi, for always being so generous and welcoming. 
Then there is my former housemate Chris Patroni. He not only is a valued friend, but also volunteered to assist me 
in the early hours of the morning on election day. I also acknowledge Peter Connolly and Daniel Turco for their 
constant support and entertaining banter and my other friends who have taken the time to be here to support me today. 
Our friendship group has expanded over the years since high school to include wives and now many children, and 
it is special to watch as our families spend time together. 
In addition, I thank Lyn Sherwood for her professional advice. I appreciated the regular check-ins from former 
Mayor of Fremantle Peter Tagliaferri, along with Zoey McMillan, Boba Goricanec, Richard Storey and the entire 
Kwinana team. I thank the former and current federal representatives in my electorate, which include Gary Gray, 
Matthew Keogh, Madeleine King, Melissa Parke and Josh Wilson. I was fortunate to assist on some of their election 
campaigns in previous years and look forward to working with them for many years to come. Thank you to 
Tony Piccolo in South Australia, who I was able to assist on a successful election campaign in 2010 and has stayed 
in contact ever since. 
Finally, I thank Roger Cook for giving a young person a chance back in 2008. It is fortuitous that after all this time 
we will continue, as colleagues, working for the betterment of Western Australia. I am glad to be given the opportunity 
to do the same and I am looking forward to working with my new staff, Matthew Clarke, William Mathers and 
Julie Valentine. In a way, the past 13 years working with Roger could be deemed an apprenticeship. It has taught 
me the importance of hard work and the significant outcomes that can be achieved. From today, that apprenticeship 
is over. I am ready to take this next step, to be there for everyone living in the South Metropolitan Region and 
across Western Australia. Thank you.  
[Applause.] 
The PRESIDENT: Thank you and congratulations, honourable member. Thank you for your contribution. Your 
speech was well worth listening to, up to the point of your choice of football team! 
Members, we are considering the Address-in-Reply. This is the honourable member’s inaugural speech. I give the 
call to Hon Steve Martin. 
HON STEVE MARTIN (Agricultural) [3.02 pm]: Thank you, President. May I congratulate you on your election 
to the role and also congratulate Hon Martin Aldridge on his election as Deputy President and Chair of Committees. 
I wish you both the very best in your new positions. 
I begin by acknowledging the traditional owners of this land, the Whadjuk people. I pay my respects to elders past, 
present and emerging. 
I would like to thank the former President, Hon Kate Doust, for her advice and wisdom during the induction for new 
members. I also thank the Clerk and his team for the support and assistance I have received since being elected. 
You have made the somewhat daunting prospect of taking my place in the Western Australian Parliament as smooth 
as possible. I am humbled and honoured to have been elected by the voters of the Agricultural Region. 
It is the custom in inaugural speeches to outline something of our background. For my introduction today, I would 
like to borrow the title of Albert Facey’s book A Fortunate Life. Those of you who have read this inspiring tale will 



866 [COUNCIL — Thursday, 27 May 2021] 

 

know that Albert is probably the most famous former resident of my home town of Wickepin. In fact, the Facey 
homestead was purchased by the Wickepin council more than 20 years ago and relocated from his farm into the 
centre of town, in the main street, where it is a significant attraction for passing travellers. The council also adopted 
the title of Albert’s life story as its motto, “Wickepin: A Fortunate Place”. 
I grew up on the family farm east of Wickepin, which is at the top of the great southern or at the bottom of the 
wheatbelt, depending on your point of view. My brother, Ken, and sister, Tessa, and I were raised in Wickepin by 
my parents, Pat and Syd. Mum and dad worked hard on the farm and provided us with a loving home. I was fortunate 
enough to have a typical country upbringing—plenty of wide open space, freedom to roam the farm, unlocked 
doors, school, sport, helping out on the farm, relatives everywhere, and a sense of being a part of a small, close-knit 
community where I knew almost everybody and everybody knew me and my family. We grew up with pet lambs and 
plenty of calves, sheepdogs, fresh eggs from the chook house and plenty of lamb chops. My early memories include 
sitting on the back of the combine seeder, dangling our feet over the harrow, climbing precariously higher on the back 
of the truck as the hay bales were stacked up by dad, mum milking the cows, feeding oats to the sheep from the back 
of a ute and, of course, spending hours in the shearing shed getting in the way of the shearers and playing in the wool. 
My grandparents lived through the Great Depression and my parents were children during the Second World War. 
They met the challenges thrown up by those two events and, like Albert, they considered themselves extremely 
fortunate to live in the Wickepin district. My mum, who passed away a few years ago, was born and raised on a farm 
at Harrismith, a neighbouring district. I have many fond memories of visiting the Astbury farm and our grandparents 
when we were children. 
Dad grew up on the Martin farm on the Ten Mile Road. Dad’s parents went through some difficult early years 
before the farm flourished during the 1950s and 1960s. Mum and dad started farming on their own in their early 20s. 
The farm and family workload for them must have been enormous, but Ken, Tessa and I were constantly driven 
by our parents all over WA for sport, music, social occasions and then boarding school in the city. We were raised 
in a loving and supportive environment. Our parents never pushed us or offered too much advice. We are fortunate 
that they provided a fine example of how to treat others and live our lives.  
I attended the Wickepin Primary School, followed by boarding school in Perth, and after a couple of years on the 
farm working with dad, I returned to study in Perth. After a year and a half of perhaps not my finest efforts at 
a journalism degree at the WA Institute of Technology, I successfully applied for a job at the Merredin Telegraph 
newspaper. The fine print on the job application, which I did not read, was that the Telegraph was a brand new 
masthead starting up against the long-established The Merredin Mercury, and at 21 years of age, I was the editor 
and only staff member in the newsroom. 
The Telegraph was to be a very short-lived venture, but I loved it. It gave me a taste for journalism and the invaluable 
experience of needing to be self-motivated and, most important of all, I met my wife, Debbie, while living in Merredin. 
In a few short years I moved to The Western Farmer in Perth and then to a position with Australian Associated 
Press in Melbourne and overseas. My last job in the media was at The Sunday Times back here in Perth.  
I was very fortunate during my career in journalism to interview politicians and sports stars, cover world title fights 
and football finals and other finals from the Wimbledon tennis final to Girl Guide Biscuit Week in Merredin. 
Journalism is a great opportunity to see people up close in their finest moments and darkest hours. It lends into the 
best and worst that people can be. It is a little like politics—the best journalism is local. 
After a decade in journalism, Deb and I looked to Wickepin as the perfect location to raise a family, and life back on 
the farm beckoned. My family were very generous in taking me back into the business, and we have been farming 
as a family partnership ever since. 
My dad turns 84 in a few weeks. He has been a farmer for over 70 years and I am very grateful to have had the 
opportunity of working with him for almost 30 years. I have certainly benefited from his experience and wisdom. He 
cannot be with us here today because he attended the swearing in on Monday and wanted to get home. I am certain 
he will be out checking on the sheep and admiring our emerging crops.  
My mum was the most genuinely compassionate person I have known in my life. Mum’s first thoughts were always 
for others. Even when she was unwell towards the end of her life—she suffered from a brain tumour and got very 
frail—she was always thinking of others. She would come to the tennis club on a Sunday night and make sure that 
the kids had an ice-cream or packet of chips. That was just my mum. Mum and dad were a great team on the farm 
and she was the reliable anchor in the lives of her children and grandchildren. 
Soon after returning to the farm, Deb and I were lucky enough to welcome our two wonderful sons, Darcy and 
Nicholas, into our family. My wife, Deb, is what farmers call a townie. She is from the country but lived in town, so 
she had some moments adjusting to life on the farm. Deb dealt with fires. Our neighbour almost burnt us out and 
while the flames got to within a couple of hundred metres of our house, she stood on the verandah holding onto our 
six-week-old. She dealt with snakes—lots and lots of snakes—in the laundry, on the verandah, and even a friendly 
carpet snake tapping on our son’s bedroom window in the middle of the night. She even dealt with the sheep yards, 
and any farmer will tell you that if a marriage or partnership can survive time spent working with stubborn livestock, 
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it can survive anything. My wife is also a wonderful educator and has worked in a number of small schools in the 
great southern as a teacher and a principal. I share her belief that giving Western Australian children the best possible 
education is vital. Parents and communities know this instinctively. Early in the twentieth century, schools popped 
up all over country WA as towns and settlements emerged. Within 15 kilometres of our farm there are monuments 
to six small schools, since closed, which parents would have pushed to have open so that their children could get 
the best start in life. 
In fact, Deb is not the only teacher to play an important role in my life. My grandmother, Ethel Sibbald, was the 
first teacher at the Lake Varley school in 1930. There is a famous story in our family, which my mother relayed to 
me, that Ethel lived with a local farming family near the school when she arrived. Such was the value and importance 
of having a teacher in the community that Ethel was afforded the honour of the first use of the hot bathwater on 
bath night; kids were next, then mum and then dad. 
Farming has certainly been kind to our family and I would like to tell you of just a few of the significant changes 
in the agricultural sector during the past 30 years. The culmination of some of these changes can be seen in last 
year’s grain harvest. In an outstanding result, WA grain farmers in 2020 produced almost 17 million tonnes grown 
on very little rain. WA growers then marketed that harvest to a wide range of grain traders from around the globe. 
This result would have been unthinkable even 25 years ago. WA growers have rapidly taken up changes in seeding 
technology and practices that make the best possible use of every drop of moisture that falls from the sky. Many 
of those changes such as no-till farming were developed in WA. The other major change in recent decades has 
been the introduction of competition into the market for our grain. For decades, Western Australian growers suffered 
under a single-desk system designed to protect eastern states growers, whereby the Australian Wheat Board was 
the only buyer of our wheat. This over-regulation distorted the wheat market in all sorts of way. I think I can tell 
this story; I am fairly certain the statute of limitations has expired. Many decades ago, my grandfather and father 
smuggled bags of wheat on the back of a truck surrounded by other produce—probably oats—to sell to a produce 
merchant in the city. They were not trafficking dangerous contraband; they were smuggling wheat—the stuff you 
make flour from or feed your chooks with. Thanks to the brave and visionary campaign run by Western Australians 
such as Leon Bradley, Gary McGill, Rick Wilson and others, we now have an open market and competition for 
our wheat and we are better able to take advantage of world wheat markets. 
Certainly, much has changed in farming, but much remains the same. Although today’s farmers might operate 
a satellite-guided tractor, trade futures on the Chicago Board of Trade or use a drone to monitor their stock, they 
still lie awake at night waiting for the sound of rain on the roof, they still race outside very early on a spring morning 
to see whether they have dodged a frost, and they still anxiously watch the horizon for smoke during harvest, just 
like my grandparents did. I will always have great empathy for people who make their living on the land, relying 
on Mother Nature. 
As a number of speakers have done this week, I would like to mention my time in local government. Our family 
has a very proud history of service to the Shire of Wickepin community, with my grandfather, father and three uncles 
all serving as councillors. It is a very small town. I have been fortunate enough to spend 20 years on the Wickepin 
council—10 as the shire president. From my experience, service is the keyword with local government councillors, 
especially in smaller regional shires. Local government certainly has its critics, but the councillors I have got to know 
are community-minded individuals who give their time and efforts in the best interests of their community. Our critics 
often say that local governments should stick to roads, rates and rubbish. I actually agree with Hon Peter Foster 
who spoke yesterday: local councillors do so much more. 
Even in our shire, which is one of the smaller ones, we provide sportsgrounds, a swimming pool, community 
buildings, aged-care housing and a library, and we certainly respond quickly and directly to community needs because 
we are the sector closest to the people. I certainly learnt many valuable lessons in local government. Freeman of the 
Shire of Wickepin Murray Lang, who cannot be here today—he is unwell—would always strongly argue his case, 
sometimes very strongly, but Murray always respected the person putting the opposing view and he always acted 
with the best interests of the broader Wickepin community in mind. I hope to follow his example in this place. 
I also learnt to be careful in spending other people’s money. Raising rates has an added impact when nearly everybody 
you meet in the main street, at the golf club or at the P&C meeting is a ratepayer, and they know who you are. You 
cannot be anonymous in a small town. The other thing I learnt in local government is that it is important on arriving 
in this place to take our time and learn the ropes, but do not wait too long. As the Leader of the House mentioned in an 
article recently, she has just served 20 years in this place and it has flown by. My advice would be to get involved early. 
I would like to tell members a bit about the region I represent—the Agricultural Region. It covers the area between 
Esperance and Northampton, most of the wheatbelt and a good portion of the great southern. We are blessed with 
many spectacular natural assets, from the orcas in the Bremer Canyon off the south coast through our productive 
agricultural land all the way up to the Coral Coast in the midwest. Some of the important industries in the region 
include agriculture, horticulture, fishing, mining, energy and tourism. There is also a growing manufacturing and 
industrial sector spread across the region. The region also contains two significant ports in Geraldton and Esperance, 
which are vital to shipping the state’s produce to the rest of the world. The spectacular natural sights on offer and 
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clean environment also make the Agricultural Region home to some of the state’s most amazing tourist destinations, 
such as the Pinnacles, Wave Rock, the Fitzgerald River National Park, the Coral Coast and the spectacular beaches 
on the south coast around Esperance. It is no exaggeration to say that the Agricultural Region has it all. 
Of course, our most important asset is our people, and we are a very diverse bunch. For example, Katanning is 
regional Western Australia’s most diverse community with over 40 nationalities making up this multicultural success 
story. The Katanning community celebrates this achievement by hosting an annual multicultural festival, which is 
a highlight of the calendar in the great southern. I also acknowledge the traditional owners of the land in the 
Agricultural Region and the ancient connection they have to that land. It is extremely important to both acknowledge 
and promote the long history of Aboriginal people in this state. I want to highlight the very positive contribution 
Aboriginal people make to our community. 
I spoke earlier about acknowledging Aboriginal leaders and I would like to do so by highlighting several 
individuals now. The federal Liberal member for Hasluck, Hon Ken Wyatt, who spent his early years in Corrigin, 
and I am claiming him, is an inspiring Australian leader. Ken is the first Indigenous Australian to be elected to the 
House of Representatives, serve as a government minister and be appointed to cabinet, and he now serves as the 
Minister for Indigenous Australians in the Morrison government. Ken continues to address the historical disadvantage 
of Aboriginal Australians and seek better outcomes for our nation’s original inhabitants. 
A childhood hero of mine, Stephen Michael, a Kojonup local and South Fremantle football great from the 1970s 
and 80s, has lent his name to the Stephen Michael Foundation. Under Stephen’s guidance and direction, the foundation 
supports disengaged and at-risk youth in the community. Universally respected, Stephen and the foundation he 
leads are a beacon of hope in our region. 
Another project and individual that I have come across during my time as a board member of the Regional Development 
Australia Wheatbelt committee is the Noongar Enterprise Development Support program run by Robert Miles in 
Ballardong country. The program is designed to encourage and support social enterprise and small Aboriginal 
businesses. Robert’s great work as a facilitator in his community is designed to reduce the gap in Aboriginal 
employment, economic development and social participation. Hopefully, his work will inspire local Aboriginal 
people and organisations to develop their own businesses. I am also delighted to mention Hon Rosie Sahanna. I am 
embarrassed to say that I did not know that she was the first Aboriginal person to serve in this Council. She should 
be very proud of that achievement. 
I turn to the election result. I would like to congratulate Premier Mark McGowan and the Labor Party on their 
comprehensive victory in the March election. I congratulate all the candidates who ran in the election, whether 
from political parties or as independents, for contributing to our democratic process. If you lost, I have been where 
you are; this is my—well, I do not know how many times I have run! We often take for granted the minor miracle 
that we perform in this state every four years. We hold a peaceful and well-organised election that all citizens can 
take part in freely, followed by a peaceful change of government, or, in this case, the status quo. In many parts of 
the globe, elections are either not held or are a trigger for conflict. We indeed live in a fortunate place. 
It is particularly exciting to be a part of the largest intake, I believe, in history of new members in the Council. 
I am certain the Clerk has received a large number of emails and calls from anxious first-time members; I know 
I am guilty of that! I look forward to seeing how the members of the rookie class of 2021 develop. I am sure we 
are all aware of the significant responsibility we have taken on. The gravity of that task was brought home to me 
recently when Hon Simon O’Brien, who recently gave his farewell speech in this place, was speaking to a group 
of Liberals, including myself. As some members would know, Simon never misses an opportunity to use six words 
when three will do, but on this occasion he was blunt, straight to the point and obviously passionate about his topic. 
Simon spoke strongly about the importance of the Parliament—not this building, but the institution of Parliament. 
Parliament protects the weak and vulnerable from the strong and powerful. The Western Australian Governor, 
Hon Kim Beazley, reminded us earlier this week when we were sworn in that we as members of Parliament are 
fighting on the front line of democracy. As such, we have a duty to strongly defend the Parliament and the protection 
it offers our citizens, including the protection of parliamentary privilege. To fail to do so would weaken our great 
traditions of parliamentary democracy.  
I make this speech in unusual circumstances. The voting system that delivered me to the Parliament and the 
existence of the region that I represent are under real threat. There has been plenty of discussion about the fairness 
of the voting system in Western Australia’s upper house. Of course, fairness can be interpreted in many ways. I do 
not wish to spend too much time today talking about how many members of Parliament will be elected at the next 
election and where they will be from. The outcomes of the Labor Party review will take care of that. What I do 
want to talk about are the people and voters of regional Western Australia. One thing is certain: under the system 
we have today, and under any future system devised by the Labor Party, regional voters will be represented by 
a minority of MPs in the WA Parliament. We are now and we will be in the future. Despite this, the review currently 
taking place will likely recommend that regional voters are over-represented.  
If we ask the voters in Lake Grace, Wagin or Corrigin, who pay out of their shire rates to have the basic medical 
services of a general practitioner in their town, whether they are over-represented in Parliament, I know what the 
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answer will be. If we ask the residents of the Shire of Kent, who were denied permission to develop just a few 
housing blocks in the town of Pingrup because the Water Authority could not guarantee enough water in the pipe 
whether they are over-represented, I know what the answer will be. If we ask regional Western Australians more 
broadly, who still battle for adequate mobile phone and internet coverage and pay too much for it compared with the 
metropolitan area, whether they are over-represented in the WA Parliament, I am absolutely certain I know what 
their answer will be. And regional road users—regional families who travel on country roads—who know that of 
the 155 fatalities that occurred on WA’s roads in 2020, nearly two-thirds occurred in regional WA, ask them how 
they feel about being over-represented in the WA Parliament. The answer from all regional Western Australians 
to those questions will be a resounding “no”. I will do my best during my time in this place to represent those 
people and fight to provide a strong regional Liberal voice on these and others issues during my time. I will conclude 
on that. Critics of our system of voting point to a member being elected with fewer than 100 votes at the recent 
election. This anomaly caused by group voting tickets could easily have been fixed during the last term of Parliament 
and can be now without reducing the number of regional voices in Parliament. 
I would like to quickly tell the house a few things I would like to achieve during my time here. Providing a strong 
regional perspective will certainly be one of my aims as a member of this place. I am sure it will not come as 
a surprise to members to hear from a Liberal member of Parliament that reducing taxes and regulation is one of 
my ambitions. Wherever we sensibly can, government should reduce the burden on wage earners and private 
businesses. We find ourselves at a point in our economic cycle at which a financially strong state such as WA must 
take some of the responsibility for easing that burden while we can. Australia’s economy, and particularly WA’s 
economy, has performed remarkably well by world standards during the COVID-19 pandemic. The fear of double 
digit unemployment and large numbers of businesses failing has proved to be unwarranted. However, think back 
to those early days last year when the news bulletins carried the scenes of long lines of anxious Australians outside 
Centrelink offices. Our federal government acted quickly and threw a rapid and massive injection of cash into the 
economy with JobKeeper, JobSeeker and other assistance packages to individuals, and businesses managed to see 
off the worst of the dire predictions. We have quickly forgotten the uncertainty faced by families and businesses 
during the early months of the pandemic.  
During the state campaign I met the owner of an Albany car dealership. She related the story of her business and 
the awful task she faced having to tell her 80 staff there was no more work. With the survival of her business in 
doubt she had no choice but to shut the doors. The announcement of the Morrison government’s JobKeeper program 
enabled her to keep her staff employed and prevented those 80 employees joining the Centrelink queues. The story 
of that business was obviously replicated all over the country. However, and it is a very big however, this lifesaving 
resuscitation of our economy has meant the federal government debt has grown by hundreds of billions of dollars. 
Even the prospect of a trillion dollars of debt is not necessarily a problem, at least not in the short term.  
However, it does reduce the ability of government to deal with future shocks—future shocks such as lower 
commodity prices, unemployment or a rising Australian dollar, or the big one, rising interest rates. At our current 
record low interest rates, Treasurers all over the world can sleep easily. At a more normal six or seven per cent, 
they will be having some sleepless nights and at a not unprecedented 10 or 12 per cent, they will be raising taxes and 
selling off the farm. That is my point about what we should be doing in WA right now. We are in a sound economic 
position and need to make our private businesses as competitive as possible. Liberals always talk about cutting 
taxes; it is in our DNA. What we do not do often enough is explain why those aims are important. I want to tell 
members about an example that has come to my attention. 
Over 20 years ago, I met Alf Baker, a small business man looking to develop a kaolin deposit in the Wickepin 
shire. Kaolin is the white clay you see in dams all over the wheatbelt. There is a particularly fine deposit in the 
east of the Wickepin shire, which is used for fibreglass, paper, paint and other products. Alf has spent the best part 
of 20 years attempting to get this project off the ground. He has spent millions and millions of his own money 
along the journey buying the land, proving up the deposit, finding investors, designing and building the processing 
plant, securing overseas markets for the kaolin, seeking planning approvals, building approvals and mining approvals 
and still with no return in sight—not a dollar in 20 long years. Finally, the hard work and the expense is paying off. 
Investors have been found, the markets have been secured and the plant is being built. Every box has been ticked and 
this will result in dozens of jobs in the Wickepin district—certainly the biggest single influx of people into our small 
community in decades. The hard work of Alf and his team will also result in valuable export income for the state and 
a sustainable industry that will last for generations. The people he employs will strengthen the Wickepin community. 
They will send their kids to the local school; they will shop at the local store; they will bolster the numbers at various 
sporting clubs; or they might volunteer to drive the local ambulance or join a local fire brigade. 
What is Alf’s reward from the WA government for all that work? The honour and privilege of receiving a bill for 
payroll tax. Now, we know the impact that taxation can have on an activity or industry. When governments want 
to persuade people to smoke less or to stop smoking, one of the measures they take is to increase taxes on cigarettes. 
When the debate is held around reducing the amount of sugary drinks that people consume, the first response we 
hear from public health campaigners is, “Put a tax on sugar; it will drive down consumption.” Yet what do we do 
to small businesses like Alf’s? We tax jobs. Should we be really surprised that it is a disincentive to employ more 
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people? Small business is hard and it is risky. Let us encourage the tens of thousands of Western Australian small 
businesses to grow and employ more people. Let us encourage people to start a small business and invest in WA’s 
future, and let us do it before the economic cycle turns and we are not in as strong a position to do something. 
If I can achieve anything in this place it will be to argue and to lobby that the burden of payroll tax is reduced. I promised 
my father, who I said is not here and who is a fan of Winston Churchill, that I would get a Winston Churchill quote 
into my speech. Given the scale of the task I have just set myself to abolish payroll tax, I will go with one of my 
favourites from Churchill: “I am an optimist. It does not seem much use being anything else.” I believe the best 
politicians are optimistic people. In this fortunate state, we have much to be optimistic about. 
I would like to close by thanking some people who are very important to me. Again, to the people of the Agricultural 
Region, I will strive to represent all of you to the best of my abilities. To the Liberal Party, I was not elected because 
of my winning personality or the fact that I am a household name in the agricultural region; I am here because I was 
preselected by the Liberal Party. That is an honour and a responsibility that I take very seriously. The Liberal Party 
is a volunteer political organisation and I will do my very best to live up to the party’s expectations and ideals. 
The Liberal Party believes in limited government, individual rights and the freedom to choose. I share those beliefs. 
To the dozens of branch presidents, hundreds of branch members, divisional presidents and party leadership, 
including state president Fay Duda and former state director Sam Calabrese, I thank you for your support and look 
forward to working hard on your behalf in the WA Parliament.  
I would like to thank for their support and encouragement my good friend the federal member for O’Connor, 
Rick Wilson, who helped start me on this journey more than a decade ago, and Senator Slade Brockman. Lex Hardy 
and Bruce Eyres—Lex is in the gallery this afternoon—have been wonderful supporters of mine from the beginning. 
Their dedication to the Liberal Party over many decades has been an inspiration to me.  
Thank you to the various members of the O’Connor division family that I have grown to know and respect over 
the years: Alana Lacey, Dom Della Vedova, Tom and Victoria Brown, Ron Vagg, Jennifer Obourne, Owen Hall, 
Brian Mayfield and Murray Nixon in particular.  
A very, very big thankyou to our Liberal candidates who ran in lower house seats in the Agricultural Region—it 
was a tough election: Darren Slyns, Rob Dines, Rob Forster and David Dwyer. I know how hard you worked, how 
many tyres you wore out, and the personal sacrifices you and your families made throughout the recent campaign, 
and I will always be grateful.  
Our upper house team of Kathryn Jackson, Hon Jim Chown, Maria Girak and Brett Jackson: thank you for your 
efforts. I want to acknowledge the contribution that my predecessor, Hon Jim Chown, made to WA Parliament, 
the Agricultural Region and the Liberal Party.  
To my loyal bunch of Liberal supporters in Wickepin, thank you: Tom Sands, John Brown, Dave Astbury and 
Linley Rose. Thank you for your help over many years. To my Liberal colleagues, who have welcomed me to this 
place: thank you. 
Finally, and most importantly, my family. Mum and dad: you gave me such a wonderful start in life and I will be 
forever grateful for your love and support. My sister Tess is also here today. Tess has helped out at polling booths 
for years and gently reminds me of what our mum would think if I got too far ahead of myself.  
To Ken and Lee: you have kept the farm going when I have been away, and I have been away a lot. Thank you for 
doing more than your share. Your support, encouragement, and regular supply of morning teas have been greatly 
appreciated. I could not have made it here without you. Ken, I will miss our early-morning post-mortems on the 
fortunes of our beloved Dockers—which, after a bad game, can last well into the week!  
To my sons, Darcy and Nicholas: I am so proud of the young men you have become. You keep me grounded and 
provide me with a politics-free zone. I love you both very much and I am very proud to be your father. To Deb: 
thank you for everything. Anything I achieve in this place will be because of you. Thank you. 
[Applause.] 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Colin de Grussa.  

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE COMMISSION AMENDMENT BILL 2021 
Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Hon Alannah MacTiernan (Minister for Agriculture and Food), and read a first time. 
Second Reading 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (South West — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [3.35 pm]: I move — 
That the bill be now read a second time. 

Thirty-one years ago, the Horticultural Produce Commission Act 1988 established the commission as a statutory 
authority with the primary function of establishing producers’ committees. This act was amended to become the 
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Agricultural Produce Commission Act in 2000. The amendments now proposed will modernise the act, improving 
service and responsiveness to agricultural industries that already use, and those that might in future use, the act. 
The amendments emerged from a comprehensive review of the act in 2006. 
The 11 existing APC committees, covering 13 horticultural and prescribed industries, use the act to provide various 
services. Some provide all the services available under the act and others undertake only specific functions. The 
commission supports the committees and is responsible for determining, on the recommendation of the producers’ 
committees, the charges for the services provided by the committees. These charges are payable by producers and 
are used to support services that are desirable to support the relevant industry. Over the years, producers’ committees 
for agricultural produce such as pork, pome and bananas have provided services as varied as conducting research into 
maximising the performance of pigs after weaning, contributing to the commercialisation of the Bravo-branded 
apple and paying compensation to Carnarvon banana growers after cyclone Olwyn. These achievements evidence 
the value of the act to producers and their industries, the government and the greater agricultural industry. The act 
has allowed and encouraged producers to undertake candid and objective assessments of their industries and to put 
in place strategies that allow them to work together in a leadership capacity for individual and greater industry 
good. This has fostered grower and industry responsibility and accountability, whilst aiding government by reducing 
the impost on government funding. 
Most of the proposed amendments are of an administrative and operational nature. Key amendments of this nature 
include compliance and enforcement provisions, including powers to direct a person to provide information or 
records, powers to investigate, and a penalty for providing false and misleading information. This is to ensure 
that producers are complying with the act and that all funds collected are used as intended, which is to support 
industry. The bill will amend section 11 to allow non-producers to be appointed to committees. This will give the 
commission the option to have a producers’ committee comprising a blend of producer and non-producer members, 
subject to producers always being in the majority. Voting rights on committees will be restricted to producer 
members only. The bill will provide a more defined process for a committee’s functions to include responsibility 
for additional produce, including power for the commission to have weighted voting at a poll for the establishment 
of a committee. Weighted voting, determined according to the proportion of produce produced by a producer, would 
be utilised only if there were sufficient industry data available to the commission for it to make the determination 
in the best interests of the relevant agricultural industry. It will allow flexibility on the number of members on 
the commission. 
These amendments will assist the commission and the producers’ committees to operate efficiently and effectively 
and to achieve improved outcomes for producers. One amendment proposed in the 2019 bill was the removal of the 
exclusion of the broadacre cropping and grazing industries. This would have allowed those industries to be prescribed 
as agricultural industries under the act and to be able, should they choose, to take advantage of the opportunities it 
offers. However, an industry body representing some pastoralists strongly opposed being given the opportunity to 
be included in a prescribed agricultural industry in the future, and I had undertaken to exclude the pastoral sector 
from the bill. As such, the bill now provides an exclusion for an industry that concerns livestock enterprises conducted 
on pastoral land.  
For a committee to be established, the act requires a poll of producers in the industry to determine whether producers 
are in favour of the proposal. Before the poll can be conducted, the commission must advertise the intention to 
conduct the poll and invite submissions from affected producers. The commission, with 30 years of experience in 
forming and supporting producers’ committees, has learnt that the vital component of a successful producers’ 
committee is the involvement of, and support from, the producers who will be the beneficiaries of the services that 
the committee provides. The commission does not move to conduct a poll unless there has been extensive consultation 
with the members of the industry concerned. As an example, the discussion between the wine industry and the 
commission covered a span of nearly 10 years. 
Another important amendment is the capacity for the regulations to provide for the circumstances in which a charge 
for services may be waived, refunded or reduced. This, in effect, is an opt-out clause, providing the ability for 
regulations to be made on the process for producers to opt out or have their charges refunded or reduced. Producers’ 
committees will be able to be tailor-made to the different requirements of different producers and categories of 
producers as the number of industries that choose to take advantage of the act increases. The proposed amendments 
will improve the act for producers currently using it and make the opportunities it provides available to producers 
in the broadacre cropping and grazing industries. 
Pursuant to standing order 126(1), I advise that this bill is not a uniform legislation bill. It does not ratify or give 
effect to an intergovernmental or multilateral agreement to which the government of the state is a party; nor does this 
bill, by reason of its subject matter, introduce a uniform scheme or uniform laws throughout the commonwealth. 
I commend the bill to the house and table the explanatory memorandum. 
[See paper 227.] 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4110227c3bb4ae4bc1715fa2482586e3001298fc/$file/tp-227.pdf
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON DELEGATED LEGISLATION 
Assembly's Message 

The Legislative Assembly acquaints the Legislative Council that it has agreed to the following resolution — 
(1) That — 

(a) the terms contained in Legislative Council message 1 for the establishment of the 
Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation be agreed to; and 

(b) the members for South Perth, Scarborough, Churchlands and Nedlands be appointed as 
members of the committee. 

(2) That the Legislative Council be acquainted accordingly. 
Motion 

On motion without notice by Hon Sue Ellery (Leader of the House), resolved — 
That the following members be appointed to the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation: 
Hon Lorna Harper, Hon James Hayward, Hon Stephen Pratt and Hon Martin Pritchard; and that the 
Legislative Assembly be acquainted accordingly.  

COVID-19 RESPONSE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT 
(EXTENSION OF EXPIRING PROVISIONS) BILL 2021 

Committee 
Resumed from 26 May. The Chair of Committees (Hon Martin Aldridge) in the chair; Hon Sue Ellery (Leader of 
the House) in charge of the bill. 
Clause 3: Act amended — 
Progress was reported after the clause had been partly considered. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: When we were last considering this matter yesterday, the minister indicated that she would 
be happy to take on notice a number of things to discuss with her colleagues. Is there an update to the chamber on 
any of those matters? 
Hon SUE ELLERY: I am advised that all of the matters I requested be brought to the relevant ministers’ attention 
have been brought to their attention. We are working on some of that material. I am sorry that I do not have anything 
to give the member today, but we are proceeding with it. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: For example, one of the things the minister was going to revert to the chamber on was 
who is a current member of the State Disaster Council. I understand that the chair of the State Disaster Council 
is the Premier, the deputy chair is the Minister for Emergency Services and the State Emergency Coordinator 
is also a member. Then there are the members appointed by the chair, who is the Premier. Is that information 
readily available? 
Hon SUE ELLERY: I am sorry; I do not have a list to give to the member. I think I can go around the room in 
my head and give it. The members are the Premier; the Deputy Premier, who is obviously also the Minister for Health; 
the Attorney General; me; the Minister for Community Services; the Minister for Emergency Services; the Minister 
for Transport; the Minister for Police; the Chief Health Officer; and, obviously, the State Emergency Coordinator. 
I will not randomly try to go through the directors general and the respective officers who support those relevant 
ministers, because I will leave somebody out. I give the undertaking that I will provide the member with that list, 
but I do not have it. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: There was also the matter of complaints and whether any of them have been sustained. 
Has that also been taken on notice and drawn to the relevant ministers’ attention? 
Hon Sue Ellery: Yes.  
Hon NICK GOIRAN: I thank the minister. I think we established yesterday that all of those matters fall under 
the police portfolio, so they have been drawn to the attention of the Minister for Police. Where is the information 
coming from about who is currently a member of the State Disaster Council? 
Hon SUE ELLERY: I will ask the Minister for Police to provide that list as well. It is not hard to get; I just do 
not have it here. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Just on that, I understand that the State Disaster Council was established because of the 
emergency management legislation. 
Hon Sue Ellery: I can get it from numerous sources; I just do not have it here. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: The reason I am asking is because the minister did not have it yesterday. Today we still do 
not have it. Of all of the pieces of information, it would have been the easiest to obtain, and it is peculiar that it has 
not been able to be obtained since we last sat, but that is where it is at. I just do not want the wrong person to be asked. 
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It seems to me that the Minister for Emergency Services might be the person the minister gets this information from. 
The reason I ask is that earlier the minister indicated that all information had gone to the relevant ministers. This 
information has to go to a minister. I do not think it should be the police minister, but it has gone to somebody. 
Hon Sue Ellery: Police advisers are sitting here, so we will get the honourable member the list. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: They are the initial conduit, and from there it will go to the different channels and funnels, okay. 
Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 4 to 9 put and passed. 
Title put and passed.  

Report 
Bill reported, without amendment, and the report adopted. 

Third Reading 
Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Sue Ellery (Leader of the House), and returned to the Assembly. 

SUPPLY BILL 2021 
Receipt and First Reading 

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Mental Health), read 
a first time. 

Second Reading 
HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mental Health) [3.53 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 
This bill seeks supply and appropriation from the consolidated account for recurrent and capital purposes during 
the 2021–22 financial year of $15 108 098 500. Each year through the budget process Parliament grants authority 
to agencies to spend public funds for the coming financial year through the passing of appropriation bills. In 
addition, the Financial Management Act 2006 provides two months of automatic supply to the end of August. This 
would usually provide sufficient time for the appropriations bills for a May budget to be passed by the Parliament, 
ensuring uninterrupted supply of consolidated account funding for the new financial year. However, due to the timing 
of the state election in March 2021, the 2021–22 budget has been deferred to September to provide the government 
with sufficient time to undertake a comprehensive budget process. As a result, the period of automatic supply 
under the FMA will not provide sufficient time for appropriation bills for the 2021–22 budget to be introduced and 
passed by Parliament by the end of August when automatic supply will expire. In this regard, it is anticipated that 
the 2021–22 budget will not complete its passage through the Parliament until late 2021. Therefore, a supply bill 
is required to ensure that government services can continue until such time as the 2021–22 appropriation bills are 
passed by the Parliament. This includes the uninterrupted provision of crucial public services such as health care, 
public education and policing. 
The $15.11 billion provided for in the Supply Bill 2021 is based on 50 per cent of the appropriations approved by 
Parliament for the 2020–21 financial year, which includes funding for recurrent and capital services, and central 
funding approved by other statutes. This is the same approach adopted following the 2017 state election and the 
deferred 2020–21 state budget, delivered in October 2020. The bill prescribes a general monetary limit on the 
drawings against the consolidated account. By so doing, it overcomes the problems that otherwise could arise by 
prescribing monetary limits in respect of individual appropriations as usually detailed in the estimates of expenditure. 
Pursuant to standing order 126(1), I advise that this bill is not a uniform legislation bill. It does not ratify or give 
effect to an intergovernmental or multilateral agreement to which the government of the state is a party; nor does this 
bill, by reason of its subject matter, introduce a uniform scheme or uniform laws throughout the commonwealth. 
I commend the bill to the house and table the explanatory memorandum. 
[See paper 228.] 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting on the following motion moved by Hon Pierre Yang — 
That the following address be presented to His Excellency the Honourable Kim Beazley, Companion of 
the Order of Australia, Governor in and over the state of Western Australia and its dependencies in the 
Commonwealth of Australia — 

May it please Your Excellency: We, the members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament 
of Western Australia in Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our most gracious 
sovereign and thank Your Excellency for the speech you have been pleased to deliver to Parliament. 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4110228cb83dcfcd037b1557482586e300129900/$file/tp-228.pdf
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HON DR SALLY TALBOT (South West) [3.56 pm]: It is a good job that I have a whole four years to pay off 
my debt to my colleague Hon Peter Foster for having now not just thrown me in the deep end, but probably having 
climbed onto the high diving board and thrown me in the deep end! I was particularly anxious to be ready to take 
the call the instant we moved back to the Address-in-Reply debate, and I did not want to be trapped in the chair when 
that happened, so thank you, Hon Peter Foster. You see, it is not as bad as you thought it would be! 

In my remarks the other day, which I had to cut short, I had expressed my appreciation and anticipation of a good 
four years of working with my fellow members in the south west, including not just my two colleagues from the 
Australian Labor Party, but my colleagues from other parties. 

There is one other new member whom I want to acknowledge, and I say this in the context of the Address-in-Reply 
debate, because the important thing that the Governor has done for us is lay out the agenda for the next four years. 
I know that a lot of teamwork will go on in this place, both in this chamber and through our work on committees, 
which will see that come to fruition. I want to make special mention of one other person. That is Hon Dr Brad Pettitt, 
who is an old colleague of mine from Murdoch University days. We have a long association going back probably 
more years than we want to count. I know that Hon Dr Brad Pettitt has a very fine academic pedigree. I have never 
been shy to say that I think there is a very important role to be played by people who take a genuine interest in 
theory as well as in practice. To combine the two in somewhat of a unique art. I think that what challenges people 
like me and Hon Dr Brad Pettitt when we come into this place is to show how indeed we can combine theory and 
practice to very positive ends. I look forward very much to seeing his contribution to this forty-first Parliament 
and wish him very well in his endeavours in this place. I am looking forward to his inaugural speech, which I believe 
is scheduled for next Tuesday. 

In looking at the beginning of the forty-first Parliament, it would be remiss of me not to comment specifically on 
the part that was played over the last 20 years by Hon Mick Murray, the former member for Collie–Preston, to get 
us to where we are today. Members will know that I have worked very closely with Mick for more than 20 years 
because, of course, he won the seat of Collie in 2001 by 34 votes. Our new members in the other place may like 
to take notice of this, because I think our most marginal seat is held by 600 votes. Hon Mick Murray won the seat 
of Collie in 2001 by 34 votes. That was indeed such a nailbiter that the honourable member missed his first caucus 
meeting because we did not think he would be a member of Parliament! Did he ever let us forget that? No, indeed 
he did not. I think he even referred in his valedictory speech to the fact that he missed out on the plum jobs because 
he was not there. When you win a seat by 34 votes, what do you have to lose? Hon Mick Murray from day one held 
us all to account—all of us. At that stage, I was a party office official in the Australian Labor Party and I felt the 
heat that came from Mick’s oratory in both this place and the electorate over those first four years. He went on to 
have a stellar finish to his parliamentary career when he became the Minister for Sport and Recreation. 

Let us go back to 2001 and think specifically about the Collie area that has now become the seat of Collie–Preston. 
Members who take an interest in these things would know that the Shire of Collie is about only 20 per cent of the 
seat of Collie–Preston. Over the years, there have been a lot of boundary changes there. I know that members on 
both sides of the chamber—I should say members of both major parties in the chamber; I know we have many of 
our members on the other side, so I have to be careful about how I refer to the other side of the chamber—will know 
that under a slightly different set of circumstances, the year 2001 might have seen the end of the town of Collie. 
In those days, particularly in the 1990s, Collie was the centre of what was rapidly becoming an old industry. I am not 
being fanciful here. We can see plenty of examples in other parts of Australia where communities have effectively 
been abandoned. Services have walked away, investment has walked away and governments and other sectors of 
the community who had their hands on the levers of power, I say based on the clear evidence of the last 20 years, 
could and should step up to the plate when communities have to make that massive adjustment to their local 
economies. In other parts of Australia, that has not happened and towns have quite simply died. 

If members are interested in pursuing this and want to know what to look for, just look at some of the rust belt 
states in the USA where we see those really horrific images of whole towns simply abandoned and streets where 
the only thing we can see is “for sale” and foreclosure signs. That is the fate that may well have befallen the town 
of Collie before Hon Mick Murray finally won after two previous attempts at the seat. Third time lucky and they 
got Hon Mick Murray as their local member. Mick was truly a Collie local and from day one he never let us forget 
that the Collie community consists of real people who have expectations that are just as important as the expectations 
of people who live in other parts of the state. Those expectations are not complex or unusual, but they are the 
expectations that people can get a decent job close to home, that they can access to good schools for their children 
and that they can avail themselves of medical treatment without travelling hundreds of kilometres, and that services 
are available for adults and children that do not involve people having to take a day off work to access services in 
the capital, and that children can grow up, leave school and hope to remain living in the area. Of course, it is the 
beginning of the end of a community when there are no opportunities in that community for young people once 
they leave compulsory education. 

Mick set about that with a vengeance. I can tell members that, having worked with him for close to 30 years before 
he retired on the election day this year, I learnt a lot about Mick in the final weeks of the fortieth Parliament when 
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I hosted a number of events for people to come and pay tribute and respect and to say goodbye to Mick at the end 
of his parliamentary career. I heard a lot of stories, some that would be entirely inappropriate to share in this chamber, 
and I got a great insight into how Hon “Tuck” Waldron put together very coherent questions about the diversification 
of the Collie economy between 2001 and 2005. Apparently he and Mick were in offices that were next door to each 
other and they used to keep each other entertained on those long winter nights when they were stuck in Parliament. 
I gather “Tuck” Waldron became something of an authority on what needed to be done in Collie. I have to say that 
that particular event was also attended by Hon Eric Ripper, who looked at me and said, “I always had my suspicions.” 
But that is Mick. Mick would use any vehicle possible, any available path, to get his point across. He did not let go 
until the day he retired. As somebody who has their office located within shouting distance of Mick’s home, I can tell 
members that he has not stopped now either. I think that the whole community of the south west owes a great debt to 
Hon Mick Murray and that it will continue to honour that debt for a number of years to come. 
Another person I want to pay tribute to is Peter Watson, who retired from the seat of Albany. I am talking about 
seats in the south west because that is obviously where I have spent the last 16 years as an upper house member. 
I knew Peter as the postman from Denmark, where I live. When Peter stepped up in 2001 to run for the seat of 
Albany, nobody expected him to have a long parliamentary career, yet that is exactly what he went on to have. 
I want to say one particular thing about Peter, and it might not be the way that he would define his successes or 
high points of his 20 years in Parliament. There is one particular thing that stands out for me and I would like to 
think that I have been able to carry on a bit of this work—but I will come to that in a moment. It is a good example 
for new members in both the other place and the Legislative Council to know how Peter Watson acted when 
a constituent walked into his electorate office in Albany and spoke to him about his experience of child sexual 
abuse at the St Andrew’s Hostel in Katanning. His account of the abuse moved Peter to such an extent that Peter 
came straight to Perth to talk to people who were in a position to act on the information that Peter was now privy 
to. A constituent rang Peter’s office and made an appointment to talk about something that was important to them. 
We never know who will walk in our door. As a result of that initial contact and the conversation in that electorate 
office, we set up the Blaxell inquiry, which had all the powers of a royal commission, to inquire into the goings 
on at St Andrews Hostel. As a result, the state was put in a very strong position to begin the response to the 
recommendations of the national Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. That 
work started in 2017 after the royal commission reported. Since then, it has largely been carried by the Minister 
for Child Protection; Community Services, Hon Simone McGurk. She has a very onerous task in front of her. 
I remark particularly on the genesis of that issue—that it arose from a constituent appointment in an electorate 
office—because it shows how important it is to listen to people who come and talk to us. Remember, they all have 
their stories to tell. Remember what we can do with the power that we have in this place. It is often observed by 
people that parliamentarians have far less power than the public imputes to them. Remember that story about what 
happened in Peter Watson’s office. Think of it in terms of the way we can empower a person by enabling them to tell 
us their story. What transpired from that visit was not just the Blaxell inquiry, but one of Blaxell’s recommendations 
was that we should begin to teach protective behaviours in every Western Australian school. That is now the case. 
Protective behaviours is now on the curriculum. It is taught in different ways. Schools still have discretion about 
the way they roll out part of the curriculum but it is now compulsory that children are taught about some of the 
key measures, not that we would talk to a child in these terms but there are things that a child can do to make sure 
they are safe. There is a better way of putting that: there are things that children can do to make sure that the adults 
around them are able to protect them. 
The Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People, which I chaired in the last 
Parliament, took the Blaxell inquiry and wrote two reports—one in the previous Parliament, the thirty-ninth Parliament, 
when I was simply a member of that committee under the chairmanship of Lisa Baker, the member for Maylands, 
in the other place, and then we continued that inquiry when I took over the chair in the fortieth Parliament. We should 
remember that when we have afternoons talking to constituents. Some people will come into our offices and feel 
better for having talked to us. For others, it will be the start of something that grows in a very significant program that 
is rolled out by the state and makes a very important difference to the lives of every child in Western Australia. 
Having paid tribute to two of my colleagues who have now retired, I want to acknowledge the people on whose 
shoulders the implementation of the measures outlined in the Governor’s address will now lie. Of course, members 
will not be surprised to hear that I will start with Jodie Hanns, who has taken over from Mick Murray. We have 
talked about the big shoes on a number of different occasions. I presented the new member for Collie–Preston with 
Alston’s cartoon, which he drew on the day Mick announced his retirement. The entire picture is filled with two shoes 
and then there is a very tiny drawing of Jodie Hanns standing in the corner. The shoes are labelled “Mick Murray” 
and the cartoon is captioned “Big shoes to fill”. She now has that on her office wall. She is more than up to the task. 
She is one of the most impressive candidates that I have ever worked with. She is a truly fine human being. She 
has a terrific background that has prepared her for the work that now lies ahead of her. I hope that she will have at 
least 20 years in front of her. She will probably be slightly horrified to hear me say this, but I reckon she has a good 
30 or 40 years in her. She will make an enormous contribution that I am certain will be felt across the length and 
breadth of this state during her career. She was the deputy principal at Collie Senior High School. That in itself 
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eminently qualifies her for the position. She has also been running vocational education and training programs for 
about 16 years, which means that she can talk with real knowledge, insight and understanding about the core part 
of the program that the Governor outlined when he opened this Parliament, which is the creation of local jobs. It 
is about bringing together a whole lot of different ideas that we in the labour movement have been talking about 
for decades. It is about creating local jobs. We cannot create local jobs without creating genuine local training 
opportunities. That is part of what I am talking about with the diversification of the economies in some of the small 
towns in the south west. It is not good enough simply to go to the mining sector and say that it has to provide more 
traineeships and apprenticeships. It has to talk about the range of jobs and training opportunities that real people 
demand for their young people. 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

Sitting suspended from 4.16 to 4.30 pm 
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

GST DISTRIBUTION 
168. Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS to the minister representing the Treasurer: 
I refer to the GST received by the state of Western Australia and the floor instigated by the Morrison government. 
(1) What indication or evidence has the government received that the commonwealth government is considering 

altering the GST agreement struck with this state to implement the current floor in GST payments? 
(2) Has the government received any correspondence from the commonwealth government in regard to its 

position on the current GST floor agreement? 
(3) If yes to (2), will the Treasurer please table that correspondence? 
(4) What evidence does the Treasurer have that the commonwealth has any intention of changing the GST 

agreement? 
(5) Will the Treasurer please table that evidence? 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for some notice of the question. 
(1) The commonwealth has been under sustained pressure from other states and territories to undo the GST 

reforms. For example, in recent months the South Australian and Victorian Treasurers have raised their 
concerns about the GST reforms. 

(2) The Prime Minister and federal Treasurer have provided only verbal assurances of their intention to not 
unwind the GST reforms. The state government would welcome the honourable member’s support in 
seeking formal assurance from his commonwealth counterparts. 

(3)–(5) See the answers to (1) and (2). 
GST DISTRIBUTION — IRON ORE PRICE 

IRON ORE ROYALTY REVENUE 
169. Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS to the minister representing the Treasurer: 
I refer to the 2018–19 to 2020–21 boom in iron ore royalties. 
(1) What is the current spot price of iron ore as measured by Treasury? 
(2) Does the Treasurer receive a nightly update on the iron ore price from Treasury to help him sleep, as the 

previous Treasurer publicly acknowledged? 
(3) What is the total government royalty revenue to date for the 2020–21 financial year? 
(4) Is an iron ore spot price above $US150 a tonne for the rest of 2021 highly unrealistic? 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 
Again, I thank the Leader of the Opposition for some notice of the question. 
(1) The current spot price is $US191.30. 
(2) The Treasurer receives an overnight update of the iron ore spot price. 
(3) As stated in the answer to Legislative Council question without notice 2 on 29 April 2021, iron ore royalty 

income totalled $5.129 billion to 31 December 2020, as shown in the latest December quarterly report. 
The actual for 2020–21 will be published in the Annual report on state finances in September 2021. 

(4) As stated in the answer to Legislative Council question without notice 2 on 29 April 2021, annual average 
prices are shown in the Annual report on state finances, which is published each financial year. Iron ore 
prices are highly volatile. Given this inherent volatility, the McGowan Labor government’s budgets are 
based on a prudent iron ore methodology. 
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CHILD AND ADOLESCENT HEALTH SERVICE — AISHWARYA ASWATH 
170. Hon COLIN de GRUSSA to the minister representing the Minister for Health: 
I refer to question without notice 132 asked in this place on 25 May 2021. 
(1) Will the minister table all presentations, reports, data and correspondence regarding concerns and issues 

raised by the emergency department of Perth Children’s Hospital to the executive of the Child and 
Adolescent Health Service for the period 1 October 2020 inclusive to 30 April 2021 inclusive, including 
but not limited to the information identified in the SAC 1 clinical incident investigation report into the 
contributing factors and root causes into Aishwarya Aswath’s death? 

(2) If not, why not? 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 
I thank the Deputy Leader of the Opposition for some notice of the question. 
(1) No. 
(2) An independent inquiry will be conducted into the Child and Adolescent Health Service in respect of 

all the functions and operations of Perth Children’s Hospital concerning the care of Aishwarya Aswath. 
As part of the terms of reference, the inquiry will investigate the roles and responsibilities of clinicians, 
management and the executive at PCH and their escalation of issues to the Child and Adolescent Health 
Service board. 

CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT BILL 2021 
171. Hon TJORN SIBMA to the minister representing the Minister for Environment: 
I refer to the explanatory memorandum for the Conservation and Land Management Amendment Bill 2021, which 
identifies that the proposed amendments will, among other things, provide for the laudable aim of “greater recognition 
of the rights of Aboriginal people by broadening the purpose of marine parks to include the protection and 
conservation of the value of marine parks to the culture and heritage of Aboriginal people”. 
(1) Does the continuation of lawful commercial and recreational activities prevent or impede the protection 

of Aboriginal culture and heritage in marine parks, marine management areas and/or marine nature reserves? 
(2) If yes, can the minister provide specific examples? 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 
I am earning my money this afternoon! I provide the following answer on behalf of the Minister for Environment. 
(1)–(2) Such matters would be considered on a case-by-case basis through the preparation or revision of the 

management plan for the respective marine reserve under the Conservation and Land Management Act 1984. 
CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION — PROSECUTIONS REVIEW 

172. Hon NICK GOIRAN to the parliamentary secretary representing the Attorney General:  
I refer to the answer to question without notice 973, answered on 5 September 2019 in the fortieth Parliament, in 
which the Attorney General informed the house of his commitment to table a review into the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the commencement and conduct of prosecutions arising from Corruption and Crime Commission 
investigations by 20 September 2019. 
(1) On what date was the review report completed? 
(2) On what date was the report tabled? 
Hon MATTHEW SWINBOURN replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of the question. I provide the following answer on behalf of the Attorney General. 
(1) It was completed in May 2020. 
(2) Not applicable. 
Hon Nick Goiran interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Hon Donna Faragher has the call. 

EDUCATION — ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE 
173. Hon DONNA FARAGHER to the Minister for Education and Training: 
Thank you, President. I refer to the new $1.2 million program to be trialled at two Perth schools to support children 
and families who speak English as an additional language before they start school. 
(1) Has the trial commenced; and, if so, what is its total duration? 
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(2) Can the minister provide more information about the program, including a breakdown of how the 
$1.2 million is to be spent? 

(3) Will an evaluation of the program be conducted at the completion of the trial? 
Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 
(1) The trial will commence in semester 2 of 2021 and will continue until the end of 2024. 
(2) The program will be trialled at Bentley and Maylands Peninsula Primary Schools. It is designed to help 

the children of families from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds to successfully transition 
to school. The breakdown of how the $1.2 million is to be spent is $904 000 on salaries for early childhood 
trained teachers and ethnic assistants; $243 500 on school start-up and program delivery; $53 000 on project 
support and start-up; and $1 500 on staff training and development. 

(3) Yes. 
POLICE — MENTAL HEALTH CO-RESPONSE PROGRAM 

174. Hon PETER COLLIER to the minister representing the Minister for Police: 
(1) Will the minister confirm that the mental health co-response unit consists of four teams of nine police 

officers as well as authorised mental health practitioners sourced from local health providers? 
(2) If no to (1), will the minister provide the exact composition of the mental health co-response unit? 
(3) Have any officers been moved from any of the four teams over the past 12 months? 
(4) If yes to (3), which of the four teams, and how many officers have been removed? 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. The following information has been provided to 
me by the Minister for Police. 
The McGowan government is recruiting 950 additional police officers, or 15 per cent more officers—the largest 
single increase in police numbers in Western Australia’s history. The McGowan government has also committed 
to boosting funding by an estimated $20.2 million for the mental health co-response program, to expand the program 
to Bunbury and Geraldton and to provide more mental health teams in the metropolitan area. 
(1)–(2) The Western Australia Police Force advise yes; the authorised mental health practitioners are provided 

by the Department of Health. 
(3)–(4) Deployment decisions are made by the Commissioner of Police. The WA Police Force advise that in 

the last 12 months during the state of emergency, several officers have been temporarily deployed to 
Operation Tide in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and to the Perth watch house. Further, to 
accommodate the temporary deployments, some staff from the Cannington team have also been temporarily 
redeployed to other teams without affecting the response in Cannington. The WA Police Force is on track 
to boost mental health co-response in the metropolitan and regional areas. 

EMERGENCY SERVICES — TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 
175. Hon WILSON TUCKER to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Emergency Services: 
I refer the minister to an article published in today’s edition of the Countryman, which reports on the traffic 
management and operation of roadblocks during the Wooroloo bushfires in February this year. I note the article 
paraphrases one resident as describing the roadblock experience as more stressful than the fire. Given the January 
report of the special inquiry into the January 2016 Waroona fire explicitly recommended a review of the policy 
for traffic management at emergency incidents to reflect national best practice, can the minister provide an update 
on the status of this much-needed review? 
Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of the question. 
A working group was convened on 2 September 2016 to consider recommendation 14 of the report of the special 
inquiry into the January 2016 Waroona fire to review the policy for traffic management at emergency incidents. The 
working group revisited the policy and guidelines in view of the Ferguson findings. The group concluded that the 
existing policy did not require amendment, but did identify the need to improve implementation and communication 
of the processes, including the newly developed Department of Fire and Emergency Services restricted access permit 
system. The working group oversaw the development of an aide memoire for use by personnel at vehicle checkpoints; 
a checklist describing the establishment and operation of the traffic management planning function for use by the 
incident management team; and implementation of the Department of Fire and Emergency Services restricted access 
permit system, including education and information for the community and first responders. 
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INDUSTRIAL HEMP 
176. Hon SOPHIA MOERMOND to the Minister for Regional Development: 
I refer the minister to the regional dryland crop agronomy seed culture trials and harvest survey overseen by 
HempGro and financed by government funding in the financial year 2018–19. 
(1) Does the government intend to release the findings of the trials and/or survey, or does it have a timetable 

for the release of that information by any third parties? 
(2) Were any similar trials or studies undertaken or completed since 2018 and 2019; and, if so, what plans, 

if any, are there to release that information? 
(3) Are there any plans to continue such research into the future, and is the minister able to share those plans 

with the house? 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of the question. 
(1)–(3) Member, on Tuesday I did provide information about the trials that we are currently doing, so the answer 

to that part of the question, obviously, is yes, as per the answer we provided then. In relation to the particular 
studies done under the auspices of HempGro, I am advised that information on all available results to date 
in this research area have been given in numerous forums, including open forums of growers in April 2021 
and an emerging industries food conference in Darwin in May 2021. Interviews were given on regional 
ABC and results were presented on all hemp trials at a conference in Fremantle in February 2021—although 
it says “2020”—and at a symposium in March 2021.  
Both events in Fremantle received media coverage. Member, I do think this sort of information should be 
placed on the website so that it is properly available, so I have today asked the Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development to make sure that it collates these reports and the material is available 
on the website. Obviously, the 2021 work I referred to yesterday is still underway, but we certainly will 
be presenting that at the March 2022 third biennial Australian Industrial Hemp Conference. 

CRIMINAL PROPERTY CONFISCATION ACT — REVIEW 
177. Hon Dr BRIAN WALKER to the parliamentary secretary representing the Attorney General: 
I refer the Attorney General to the review of the Criminal Property Confiscation Act, undertaken by Hon Wayne 
Martin, which concluded two years ago almost to the day, and was tabled, without comment, in the other place in 
December 2019. Acknowledging the many other legislative reforms currently in the pipeline, I nonetheless ask: 
what timetable, if any, is the Attorney General working to in terms of a formal response to the review, either in whole 
or in part, and when might we reasonably expect to see something tabled here or in the other place? 
Hon MATTHEW SWINBOURN replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of the question. The following answer is provided on behalf of the Attorney General. 
As the member rightly points out, the government has a considerable legislative agenda. Additionally, for much of 
last year, significant resources in the Department of Justice were redirected to the COVID-19 pandemic response. 
The Martin review made more than 60 recommendations canvassing both legislative and administrative matters, 
with the primary recommendation being that the government give consideration to repealing and replacing the act 
in its entirety. The recommendations in the Martin review remain under detailed consideration by the government, 
noting that the criminal property confiscation scheme is complex and any reform, should it be pursued, would be 
a large body of work. 

NORTHLINK WA — VEHICLE DAMAGE AND NOISE MONITORING 
178. Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the extension of Tonkin Highway referred to as the NorthLink WA project. 
(1) Since the project was opened to traffic, how many claims for compensation has Main Roads or its contractors 

received relating to damage caused by loose surface material? 
(2) How many claims have been settled and what is the total value of compensation payments to date? 
(3) How many noise complaints have been received to date? 
(4) Have the results of the noise monitoring survey undertaken at the end of August 2020 been publicly 

released as the minister committed to in answer to Legislative Council question without notice 1211? 
(5) If yes to (4), can the minister please table the report; and, if not, why not? 
Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 
(1) There have been 1 724 claims for compensation. 
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(2) There have been 1 457 claims resolved and 964 claims paid, totalling $947 261. 
(3) There have been 43 complaints received to date. 
(4)–(5) Results of the noise monitoring survey have been provided to the residents who lodged noise complaints. 

This answer says that we will table the report tomorrow. The question was lodged on 25 May. 
Hon Martin Aldridge interjected. 
Hon SUE ELLERY: That is what this answer says, so are we all good then? 
Hon Martin Aldridge: We are on the same page. 
Hon SUE ELLERY: Okay. Thanks, President. 

HOUSING — RENTAL ACCOMMODATION — PUBLIC RENTAL PROPERTIES 
179. Hon JAMES HAYWARD to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Housing: 
I refer to the end of the rental moratorium on 28 March. 
(1) How many eviction notices from public housing have there been? 
(2) Further to (1), how many people or families have been evicted into homelessness from public housing? 
(3) Is the minister aware that a family with five children is one of 159 families in the Magistrates Court over 

the last two days facing tenancy hearings and evictions; and, how many homes has the government spot 
purchased in advance of the moratorium lifting? 

(4) Is the minister aware the “by name” homelessness count for Perth, Fremantle and surrounds increased by 
58 per cent since November 2020? 

(5) Can the minister name any programs currently in place to directly increase the supply of affordable rental 
properties? 

Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 
(1)–(2) Since 28 March 2021, there have been zero evictions from public housing. 
(3)–(4) Matters regarding the Magistrates Court and the project should be referred to the Attorney General and 

the Minister for Community Services respectively. 
(5) The McGowan government is investing nearly $1 billion in social and affordable housing programs and 

homelessness support services programs, including the social housing economic recovery package and 
the housing and homelessness investment package. In partnership with the commonwealth government, the 
WA government is continuing to increase affordable rental supply through the national rental affordability 
scheme, which stimulates new privately owned construction to be delivered for affordable rental purposes. 
Under the scheme, owners receive incentives to rent their property to eligible low-to-moderate-income 
households for at least 20 per cent below market rate. Tax incentives from the commonwealth and financial 
incentives from the state are provided in arrears for 10 years. The McGowan government’s $20 000 
building bonus grant is playing a critical role in the significant increase in new home building approvals 
in WA, with over 24 000 applications received as at 20 May 2021. In the 12 months to March, there have 
been 23 100 new homes approved for construction, the largest growth on record. As new homes come 
online, supply side pressures will begin to ease with more properties in the rental market. 

SCHOOLS — ABORIGINAL STUDENTS — ATTENDANCE 
180. Hon NEIL THOMSON to the Minister for Education and Training: 
I refer to verbal reports by local leaders and schoolteachers that school attendance among Aboriginal children has 
dropped significantly since the onset of the COVID crisis. Concerns exist that this trend will exacerbate future 
disadvantage. 
(1) Is the minister aware of the reports of reduced school attendance? 
(2) What is the average attendance rate for students in each year cohort, K–12, in the following locations in 

the years 2016, 2019, 2020 and 2021 — 
(a) Halls Creek; 
(b) Fitzroy Crossing; 
(c) Wyndham; 
(d) Derby; and 
(e) Kununurra? 
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Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1) Yes. 

(2) In 2020, the Kimberley region received additional funding to support the re-engagement of students. 
Attendance data for 2021 is not provided, as the semester has not been completed. The Department of 
Education’s data verification processes are not commenced until term 3. Attendance data for 2016 to 2020 
is provided for semester 1 each year, in accordance with the national standards for student attendance data 
reporting. The data in 2019 was affected by an early and particularly severe flu season. The data in 2020 
was severely affected by COVID-19, particularly in weeks 7 to 10 of term 1. Two datasets are provided 
for 2020: actual, which includes all weeks of semester 1, and adjusted, which excludes weeks 7 to 10 of 
term 1. By way of background, there has been an agreement at a national level about how we will record 
our data and there has been some debate. I am quite happy for all of Western Australia’s data to be out there, 
because WA has been one of the best in Australia during the pandemic. There is a debate nationally about 
what the data that is made public looks like. As the information is provided in tabular form, I seek leave 
to have it incorporated into Hansard.  

[Leave granted for the following material to be incorporated.] 

Halls Creek District High School 

Year Level 2016 2019 2020 (actual) 2020 (adjusted) 

K 52.7 76.4 52.9 59.2 

P 64.3 56.8 60.4 67.0 

1 75.3 57.3 54.4 59.2 

2 70.1 61.5 53.5 59.2 

3 64.2 63.6 54.3 59.6 

4 70.5 64.8 53.1 57.1 

5 65.7 60.2 53.0 57.3 

6 59.6 63.2 59.2 63.5 

7 58.2 50.9 42.7 45.8 

8 48.9 55.4 37.8 42.3 

9 41.6 38.0 33.0 34.6 

10 28.5 38.8 19.7 21.8 

11 40.5 39.8 25.5 28.3 

12 40.5 41.5 29.1 32.7 

Fitzroy Valley District High School 

Year Level 2016 2019 2020 (actual) 2020 (adjusted) 
K 75.7 78.3 56.3 63.2 
P 72.5 63.7 59.1 67.1 
1 60.7 67.2 50.6 57.2 
2 73.4 76.5 56.3 63.3 
3 74.1 72.6 62.6 68.9 
4 68.8 66.6 59.1 67.7 
5 72.1 62.3 56.3 62.3 
6 62.5 56.9 56.5 62.2 
7 61.2 55.4 47.8 55.6 
8 58.8 41.6 34.9 41.9 
9 47.0 39.3 32.1 37.5 
10 38.7 28.0 29.1 34.1 
11 54.5 33.3 24.1 29.1 
12 54.5 24.6 24.9 31.4 
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Wyndham District High School 

Year Level 2016 2019 2020 (actual) 2020 (adjusted) 
K 66.4 55.6 43.6 46.9 
P 70.1 70.8 57.2 67.3 
1 74.1 73.7 82.2 83.9 
2 80.9 81.3 70.3 73.9 
3 83.1 79.2 76.9 84.2 
4 76.6 81.2 76.2 80.0 
5 88.4 89.6 78.8 82.5 
6 70.3 86.2 81.9 87.9 
7 82.7 80.4 70.8 77.0 
8 80.2 75.6 65.6 68.9 
9 74.1 56.2 65.0 70.6 
10 51.3 32.3 46.7 50.1 
11 64.6 43.5 31.1 31.8 
12 87.9 29.4 45.9 48.2 
Derby District High School 

Year Level 2016 2019 2020 (actual) 2020 (adjusted) 
K 72.2 71.5 60.1 65.4 
P 64.8 70.0 62.1 66.8 
1 70.6 70.8 60.1 65.7 
2 70.3 63.4 63.5 68.8 
3 74.9 72.4 55.2 62.0 
4 66.7 70.7 64.3 70.5 
5 72.2 74.2 57.6 62.6 
6 75.7 74.2 62.5 68.4 
7 70.5 64.4 58.5 64.1 
8 64.5 68.3 53.3 59.1 
9 60.4 56.1 57.6 63.2 
10 48.0 55.8 43.3 47.9 
11 50.3 40.7 45.5 50.3 
12 62.0 34.8 55.2 59.1 
East Kimberley College 

Year Level 2016 2019 2020 (actual) 2020 (adjusted) 
K 82.7 84.4 72.8 78.4 
P 86.3 77.1 74.6 81.0 
1 76.6 85.0 66.9 72.1 
2 81.8 86.2 74.8 80.4 
3 83.3 87.9 74.6 80.1 
4 82.5 76.4 72.4 77.6 
5 81.9 84.8 69.9 75.4 
6 80.3 82.6 72.1 77.5 
7 73.0 77.7 75.7 81.6 
8 65.8 71.5 66.8 73.0 
9 52.5 75.7 61.0 67.4 
10 71.3 58.9 61.6 66.6 
11 60.8 76.5 60.7 64.6 
12 80.3 75.5 69.8 75.2 
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ELECTORAL REFORM — LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
181. Hon STEVE MARTIN to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Electoral Affairs: 
I refer to a response given yesterday by the parliamentary secretary on behalf of the Minister for Electoral Affairs to 
Hon Tjorn Sibma regarding electoral reform of the upper house, in which reference was made to widely expressed 
community concern. 
(1) Can the minister advise what consultation process was used to gauge the widespread community concern 

at the election result? 
(2) Over what time period did the consultation process take place? 
(3) Was the consultation undertaken in regional WA, and what percentage of the population in regional WA 

was concerned? 
Hon MATTHEW SWINBOURN replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of the question. I provide the following response on behalf of the Minister for 
Electoral Affairs. 
(1)–(3) The March 2021 general election prompted widespread media coverage of the anomalous results in the 

Legislative Council. The government established the Ministerial Expert Committee on Electoral Reform to 
review the electoral system for the Legislative Council and provide recommendations. The committee is 
undertaking wide consultation with the Western Australian community. It has asked interested members of 
the public and organisations to make submissions on its terms of reference, and there has been considerable 
interest from the public regarding the review. The committee has received over 50 submissions, which it is 
currently considering. Submissions are open to the public until Tuesday, 8 June 2021. Information, terms of 
reference and public submissions can be found on the committee website at waelectoralreform.wa.gov.au.  

FORRESTFIELD–AIRPORT LINK — SOIL CONTAMINATION 
182. Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to question without notice 1083 asked on 14 October 2020 on the PFAS contaminated spoil extracted during 
tunnelling for the Forrestfield–Airport Link project. 
Several members interjected. 
Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: They are very keen today. 
The PRESIDENT: Are you finished now, honourable members! 
Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: Does the Leader of the House need me to start again or can I just continue? 
Hon Sue Ellery: It’s your time, so it’s entirely up to you. 
Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: I think she has it. 
(1) Has any of the 600 000 cubic metres of spoil stockpiled at 777 Abernethy Road, Forrestfield, now been 

re-used; and, if so, where? 
(2) Has any of the 110 000 cubic metres of spoil stockpiled at Perth Airport now been re-used; and, if so, where? 
(3) Has the estimated 160 000 cubic metres been used on the FAL project as predicted and from what storage 

source was this derived? 
(4) How long can the government store this spoil on temporary storage sites before it is considered a waste? 
(5) Would the same time frame apply to spoil accumulated by a private sector business? 
Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. One of the joys now of representing the Minister 
for Transport is that I get to answer the PFAS questions, so I am delighted to answer my first one! 
(1)–(2) No. 
(3) Yes, at Abernethy Road. 
(4) The material is not considered waste. 
(5) Not applicable. 

STATE BARRIER FENCE — ESPERANCE EXTENSION 
183. Hon COLIN de GRUSSA to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 
I refer to the Esperance extension of the state barrier fence. 
(1) Since the completion of the initial 63 kilometres of fence in April 2020, have any additional sections of 

the fence been constructed? 
(2) If no to (1), what has been the cause of the delay? 
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(3) Have any materials for the construction of the remaining sections of the fence been procured; and, if so, 
how are they stored? 

(4) Can the minister commit to a definitive time line within which the remainder of the fence will be completed; 
and, if not, why not? 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question. I think he probably knows the answer because he has been following the issue 
for some time. 
(1)–(4) Our inability to start the remainder of the project is because we are still undertaking the Indigenous land 

use agreement negotiations, and I can understand that they are taking a long time. There has been some 
impact from COVID in that some of the group meetings had to be cancelled. We certainly have looked at 
other ways that we might be able to do this. I presume that the member has been contacted by the farmers 
on whose property the fencing is stored. There is a view that 70 per cent of the remainder is on freehold 
property, so we should be able to get on with it. My understanding is that only around 25 per cent of the 
remainder is on freehold property and it is very interspersed. 
I have certainly had a letter from Mr Neil Wandel about whether we can look at having some arrangements 
whereby those little bits that are there can be done separately while we are trying to resolve the native title 
issues for the other areas. The advice from the department initially was that that would be too expensive, 
but if we can negotiate something, we are happy to do it. 
On the idea that somehow or other there is a problem with this fencing being out in the weather, it is outside. 
Certainly, the member can assure Mr Wandel that this is designed to be out in the weather. It is our intention 
that it will be out in the weather for many, many decades. It is galvanised and certainly from the pictures 
I have seen, it looks quite bright and shiny, so I am not quite sure what the cause of concern is. It has taken 
much longer — 

Hon Colin de Grussa: Will you table it? 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I am quite happy to table the photograph of Mr Wandel, who would like to get 
into Hansard! 
[See paper 229.] 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I understand the frustration. Certainly, the ILUA negotiations are taking a long 
time. The department is very focused on trying to bring those to a resolution, but there are processes that are outside 
of our control. 

WASTE LEVY — ADMINISTRATION 
184. Hon TJORN SIBMA to the minister representing the Minister for Environment: 
I refer to the answer the minister provided me on 25 May concerning the origin of information that was provided in 
an answer to an earlier question about data relating to the diversion of construction and demolition, or C&D, waste. 
(1) Does the minister’s answer imply that official statistics derive from self-reporting of the operators themselves? 
(2) If yes, what specific process does the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation currently 

undertake to validate the integrity of this self-reported information? 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied:  
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. The following answer is provided on behalf of the 
Minister for Environment. 
(1) Recyclers are required to report waste and recycling data annually under regulation 18C of the 

Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Regulations 2008. Regulation 18D requires information to be 
calculated or estimated in accordance with gazetted procedures approved by the chief executive officer. 
In relation to the waste levy, licensees must make a record under regulation 17 of the Waste Avoidance and 
Resource Recovery Regulations, and, under regulation 18, use these records to make a return in the approved 
form setting out details of the waste received, and lodge this return with the chief executive officer. 

(2) An audit program is undertaken each year to verify the integrity of the data reported for a sample of returns. 
In addition, validation is undertaken for each return. Returns are compared against data reported in the 
previous year. Returns are also checked against data reported under licence conditions. 

PUBLIC HOUSING — WAITING LIST 
Questions without Notice 130 and 139 — Answer Advice 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [5.01 pm]: On behalf of the Minister for 
Housing, I would like to provide an answer to Hon Colin de Grussa’s question without notice 130 and 
Hon Steve Martin’s question without notice 139 asked on 25 May. 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4110229c2f8244af0cf1e63c482586e300129905/$file/tp-229.jpg
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I seek leave to have them incorporated into Hansard. 
[Leave granted for the following material to be incorporated.] 

Question without notice 130 — 
(1)–(2) Prior to coming to government in March 2017, as at January 2017 the average  wait list times for public housing waiting list was 

148 weeks and there were 17,732 applications on the waiting list. 

As at 30 April 2021, the average wait time for the public housing waiting list reduced to 100 weeks, there were 16,660 applications 
on the waiting list. A breakdown of the regional waiting list is attached. 

Region Wait Turn 
North Metropolitan 5,521 
South Metropolitan 3,169 
East Metropolitan 2,654 
Great Southern 539 
Southwest 1,201 
Goldfields 451 
Midwest/ Gascoyne 924 
Pilbara 730 
West Kimberley 758 
Wheatbelt 333 
East Kimberley 380 
Total 16,660 
The number of wait turn applicants as at 30 April 2021. 

Metropolitan 
Preference Zones 

Wait Turn 

North Central 1,117 
North City  990 
North East Metro 1,331 
North West Metro 1,022 
Northern Districts 1,061 
Fremantle  1,352 
Kwinana 963 
Peel  854 
Armadale 1,007 
Cannington 1,276 
Victoria Park 371 

(3) There are numerous reasons that may result in applicants remaining on the public housing wait list for an extended period and this 
is dependent on the individual circumstances of the client. 

 This may include that they currently have secured a private lease and they do not wish to exit, however they remain eligible for 
public housing assistance and wish to retain their application on the waiting list. 

The longest existing wait turn applicant has been on the waiting list for 16.7 years, however, this is a significant outlier and not reflective 
of the wait list as a whole. Without going into the personal details of the applicant, they are currently in a stable housing arrangement. 

(4) (a)–(b) The Social Housing Economic Recovery Package (SHERP) was announced in June 2020 and as at 30 April 2021 has 
awarded $41,241,000 and is estimated to be have generated approximately $85 million in additional economic activity. 
There has been significant planning work undertaken since late last year to facilitate delivery of the SHERP. The first 
two homes under this package are due to be delivered by the end July 2021. 

Question without notice 139 — 
(1)–(4) Prior to coming to government in March 2017, as at January 2017 the average wait list times for public housing waiting list was 

148 weeks and there were 17,732 applications on the waiting list. 

 As at 30 April 2021, the average wait time for the public housing waiting list reduced to 100 weeks, there were 16,660 applications 
on the waiting list. A breakdown of the regional waiting list is attached. 

The McGowan Government is investing nearly $1 billion into new public housing stock, refurbishment of existing stock, and 
homeless support services programs including the Social Housing Economic Recovery Package and the Housing and Homelessness 
Investment Package. 
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Region Wait List 
Great Southern 539 
Southwest 1,201 
Goldfields 451 
Midwest/ Gascoyne 924 
Pilbara 730 
West Kimberley 758 
Wheatbelt 333 
East Kimberley 380 
As at 30 April 2021. 

 

ST JOHN OF GOD MIDLAND PUBLIC HOSPITAL — BUDGET 
Question without Notice 133 — Answer Advice 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mental Health) [5.02 pm]: I would like to 
provide an answer to Hon Donna Faragher’s question without notice 133, asked on 25 May 2021. 
I seek leave to have the response incorporated into Hansard. 
[Leave granted for the following material to be incorporated.] 
I thank the Honourable Member for some notice of the question. 

(1) The base Hospital budget for 2021/22 has not been reduced. 
(2) (a) 33,566 

(b) 33,319 
(c) 32,820 
(d) 26,247 (July 2020 to March 2021) 

 

ST JOHN OF GOD MIDLAND PUBLIC HOSPITAL — BUDGET 
Question without Notice 155 — Answer Advice 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mental Health) [5.02 pm]: I would like to 
provide an answer to Hon Dr Brian Walker’s question without notice 155, which was asked on 26 May 2021. 
I seek leave to have the response incorporated into Hansard. 
[Leave granted for the following material to be incorporated.] 
I thank the Honourable Member for some notice of the question. 

(1) No. 
(2)–(3) Not applicable. 
 

CORONAVIRUS — VACCINATION RATE 
Question without Notice 154 — Answer Advice 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mental Health) [5.02 pm]: I would like to 
provide an answer to Hon Wilson Tucker’s question without notice 154, which was asked on 26 May 2021. 
I seek leave to have the response incorporated into Hansard. 
[Leave granted for the following material to be incorporated.] 
I thank the Honourable Member for some notice of the question. 

The current total number of COVID-19 vaccinations administered as at 11am on 26 May 2021, based on the region in which the provisioning 
vaccination clinic is located, is as follows: 

(1) The North Metropolitan Region, 95,225 
(2) The South Metropolitan Region, 30,616 
(3) The East Metropolitan Region, 10,131 
(4) The Mining and Pastoral Region, 7,542 
(5) The Agricultural Region, 4,093 and 
(6) The South West Region 8,837 
The current rate of vaccination for those aged 16 and over can’t be broken down by these regions as ABS Statistical Areas are used to determine 
population vaccination rates. 
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LAND TAX ASSISTANCE PACKAGE 
Question without Notice 149 — Answer Advice 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mental Health) [5.03 pm]: I would like to 
provide an answer to Hon Colin de Grussa’s question without notice 149, which was asked on 26 May 2021. 

I seek leave to have the response incorporated into Hansard. 

[Leave granted for the following material to be incorporated.] 
Department of Treasury advise: 
(1) 633 applications have been submitted for approval since the scheme started. 
(2) We are unable to provide an accurate value of total applications received from landlords, as the values of ineligible applications 

have not been validated. 
(3) 502 grant payments have been made. 
(4) The total value of those grant payments to successful applicants as at 1 April 2021 (the scheme closed on 28 March 2021) is 

$2,730,844.65 (including GST). 
(5) Two rounds of payments have been made. The average payment for the two rounds combined was $5,439.93 (including GST). The 

method used to calculate the value of the grants was the same for both rounds. 
 

CORONAVIRUS — HOTEL QUARANTINE 
Question without Notice 156 — Supplementary Information 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mental Health) [5.03 pm]: With respect to 
part (4) of Hon Martin Aldridge’s question without notice 156, which was asked yesterday, I have sought clarification 
and can inform the honourable member that invoices are generally issued after 60 days. However, some invoices 
are provided in less than 60 days when passengers request priority or company invoices. The effort to provide 
a breakdown of the number by time period would need to be undertaken by a manual process and is not an effective 
use of WA Health resources. 

PINDAN GROUP — HOME INDEMNITY INSURANCE 
Question without Notice 128 — Correction of Answer 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (South West — Minister for Regional Development) [5.03 pm]: I would 
like to provide a correction to the answer given to Hon Dr Steve Thomas’s question without notice 128 in Hansard 
asked on 25 May 2021. I would like to correct my response to part (3) of the question. The amount paid is $71 468. 
The incorrect figure of $501 779 was provided to the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety via 
QBE. I apologise to the house for the error.  

LOTTERYWEST GRANTS — CHURCHES 
Question without Notice 163 — Answer Advice 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan) [5.04 pm]: I rise in regard to a question I asked yesterday. There 
was an incorrect reference to a question to the Premier, which the Leader of the House was going to follow up. 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [5.05 pm]: If I may, I think it was just the 
two different numbers I used: one was the Legislative Council question number and the other was the number in 
Hansard. Behind the chair, I will tell the member which one is wrong, but it was just the different numbers used 
in the Legislative Council and Hansard. As I recall, in answering the question the way answers are provided refers 
to the Hansard number, but I will clarify that behind the chair. 

CORONAVIRUS — VACCINATION 
Statement 

HON MARTIN PRITCHARD (North Metropolitan) [5.05 pm]: I will be quite brief. Can I say that it has been 
a good week and I have enjoyed many of the speeches. 

I am not always very complimentary of the media. Often I believe it tries to create news rather than report it, but 
there was an article in The West Australian on Friday, 21 May, that caught my eye and I thought was so on point 
that I wanted to read some small snippets of it. It is by a columnist for News Corp, David Penberthy, and the article 
is headed “Why you should get the jab”. I would like to report at this stage that I have had my first jab and I am 
looking forward to the second. I will quote the article. It says — 

Here’s a question. Of all the influenza vaccines, which one is your favourite? Maybe you’re a fan of 
the two made by the Sanofi-Aventis pharmaceutical company, Vaxigrip Tetra and FluQuadri. If it’s 
Vaxigrip Tetra you like, you might be just as happy taking the same version of that vaccine made by 
GlaxoSmithKline. 
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Or you might prefer the three vaccines made by the Seqirus company—Fluad Quad, Afluria Quad and 
Flucelvax Quad. Or maybe you’re a Mylan Health enthusiast and have their Influvac Tetra injected each 
year ahead of winter. 
… 
My strong hunch is that you—like me … had no idea that in Australia there are seven TGA-approved flu 
vaccines made by four companies, the comparative benefits and pitfalls of which are a blissful mystery 
to us non-scientific types. 
Australians—especially older Australians—are overwhelmingly happy to take a flu vaccine and would 
never even think about ranking them by their promised benefits or purported pitfalls. We just trust the 
science and appreciate the advantages of having our shots. 
… 
We don’t think twice about any of this. We enthusiastically roll up to the local GP, chemist or workplace 
vaccination clinic and have any old vaccine jabbed into our arm, safe in the knowledge that it’s better than 
coming down with a cold. 
This is not the case with the coronavirus vaccines. Suddenly everyone is an immunologist. Walk into any 
front bar in the land and there’s a couple of blokes in high-vis debating the physiological merits of Pfizer 
over AstraZeneca.  
… 
The article quoted doctors reporting a significant proportion of older people who are so concerned by the 
fear of blood clots with AstraZeneca that they were holding off in the hope of receiving a different vaccine. 
… 
Please, read the stats, and trust the science. The most recent and authoritative research was done by 
Oxford University in March, showing recipients of AstraZeneca have a five per million chance of developing 
blood clots compared with four per million for Pfizer and Moderna. 

I believe that of those, one in four would die from the blood clot. The article continues — 
Not only is AZ staggeringly safe, Pfizer and Moderna are safer by such a tiny margin that I wonder why 
anyone would bother waiting. 

They are all much safer than walking across a busy road. I want to highlight that there would be much more risk 
in changing a light bulb in our own homes or crossing a busy road. We seem to be subject to our success at abolishing 
COVID-19 in this state and around the country for the most part. That success has led to what is, in my view, a lot 
of misinformation that has heightened people’s fear about taking the vaccine. I encourage my constituents to roll up 
their sleeve and get vaccinated. We are now at a point at which the more we try to explain it, the more people become 
worried about it. Even my own mother was waiting for and hoping to get the Pfizer vaccine later in the year until 
I told her that the difference is between five per million as opposed to four per million. There is a ridiculously small 
chance of something going wrong. If something does go wrong, there is also a much smaller chance of a person 
dying. I encourage people in my constituency to roll up their sleeve and get the jab. Let us look after everybody, 
particularly our children. 

CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION — PROSECUTIONS REVIEW 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [5.11 pm]: The Corruption and Crime Commission in Western Australia 
is a body that has extraordinary powers. When it was established it was given extraordinary powers by the two chambers 
of Parliament for the purpose of overseeing the police in Western Australia, in particular. It has a role to oversee 
all the public sector but particularly police misconduct. It is no trivial matter to talk about the extraordinary powers 
available to the Corruption and Crime Commission. 
The contemptuous attitude of a series of McGowan government ministers during parliamentary question time 
seems to know no bounds. Hansard of 17 March 2016 records — 

Accurate and timely information to Parliament and its transparent dissemination is essential. Secrecy, 
obfuscation, avoidance and inaccuracy, whether deliberate or not, and dishonesty, are in fact the enemies 
of our parliamentary democracy. 

Those are the words of Hon Sue Ellery on 17 March 2016. On 5 September 2019, I asked the Leader of the House, 
who at the time was representing the Attorney General—the same Attorney General we have today—about a report 
that arose from the work of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission. I asked — 

I refer to the report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, tabled on 
17 November 2016 — 



 [COUNCIL — Thursday, 27 May 2021] 889 

 

That is several months after the words I referred to uttered by the Leader of the House — 

which recommended that the Attorney General undertake a review into the efficiency and effectiveness 
of the commencement and conduct of prosecutions arising from Corruption and Crime Commission 
investigations and to table a report on that review within 12 months of the tabling of the Corruption and 
Crime Commission’s annual report for 2016–17. 

In other words, the report was due in around September 2018. I asked that question in September 2019. The 
response from the Leader of the House, Hon Sue Ellery, on behalf of the Attorney General, was — 

Due to the prorogation of the thirty-ninth Parliament in January 2017, the previous Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission did not have the opportunity to receive a response 
to this recommendation. 

That was a similar kind of vibe to the one that we got from the Minister for Regional Development earlier today — 
Accordingly, an identical recommendation was included in the second report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, tabled on 14 September 2017. Subsequent to the 
tabling of that report, the Attorney General, with the agreement of the joint standing committee, committed 
to tabling the review within 12 months of the tabling of the CCC’s annual report for 2017–18. The CCC’s 
annual report for 2017–18 was tabled on 20 September 2018. The review commenced in December 2018. 

Even with the delay by the Attorney General, Hon John Quigley, under this new timetable that he created, the report 
was due to be tabled by 20 September 2019. Here we are in May 2021. I have just asked the Attorney General today, 
and his hardworking, and I suspect soon to be long-suffering, parliamentary secretary has quite accurately reported 
to Parliament today that the review was only completed in May 2020. That was a year ago. Where is the report? Has 
it been tabled? It is nowhere to be seen. In fact, the contemptuous attitude of the Attorney General is to simply say, 
“Not applicable”. Those were the words; that is his signature on 27 May 2021: “Not applicable”. His commitment to 
the Parliament is “Not applicable”. This was due in 2019, and here we are in 2021, and we see the Attorney General’s 
arrogant attitude to the Parliament. 

Where is the Leader of the House, who said in 2016, “Accurate and timely information to Parliament and its 
transparent dissemination is essential”? In 2016, the Leader of the House was very quick to be critical of anyone 
in government and their responses to questions, and referred, in fact, to “enemies of our parliamentary democracy”. 
The government now has a plethora of members. All I can ask for at this time is that surely one of them can 
knock on the Attorney General’s door and say, “For goodness sake. You said you were going to do something in 
September 2019. You gave a commitment to the Parliament. You made the Leader of the House utter those words 
in this place.” In effect, it has now become her commitment. Provide the document. Provide the report. It is already 
a disgrace that it was finished only in May 2020, almost two years later. 

That aside, we now know that the report exists. There can be no suggestion that the report has been not completed 
and does not exist. I know that the McGowan government has an obsession with secrecy. It hates transparency. 
That is despite the fact that the now Premier in the lead-up to the 2017 election promised gold-standard transparency, 
yet again today, here we are, exhibit A, we ask for something, and we are told, “Not applicable”. The gold-standard 
transparency that the Premier promised has been absolutely not applicable. It has been missing for four years. We are 
now moving into our fifth year. We are yet to see anything that barely resembles the idea of gold-standard transparency. 

I hope, President, that when we return on Tuesday of next week, one of these ministers will get up during brief 
ministerial statements and provide an explanation for this. I would expect that the Attorney General will ensure 
that an apology is given to this chamber. A document that he committed to table in 2019 was not only not tabled 
in 2019 but not even finished in 2019. It was finished in May 2020. It was still not tabled last year. Do us all 
a favour and do not tell us that the excuse is COVID-19. This report was due well before anyone knew anything 
about COVID-19. There is no reason why this document could not be tabled. Rather than the Attorney General’s 
contemptuous attitude today when the question was asked, it would have been very easy for him to instruct his 
hardworking and soon to be long-suffering parliamentary secretary to table that today in response to the question. 
No, the arrogant attitude of the Attorney General is, “No way. Not on your life. Not on your nelly. I’m not going 
to provide any information. Even if Premier Mark McGowan, my friend the member for Rockingham, tells me 
I need to adhere to a gold standard of transparency, I, the Attorney General of Western Australia, will do the exact 
opposite. I certainly am not going to listen to any principle that has been outlined by Hon Sue Ellery on 
17 March 2016.” That seems to be the attitude of the current Attorney General of Western Australia. It is not good 
enough. I call on those ministers opposite and those senior members opposite who have been here long enough to 
know it is unacceptable. They would be the first to lose their mind if they were in opposition and this was happening. 
They would lose it if it were late for a week. We are talking about a period that is approaching two years, and the 
Attorney General has been unable to do this. 

This is no trivial matter. This is about the Corruption and Crime Commission. There was a fiasco under the tenure 
of the now former commissioner, Mr McKechnie, and the Supreme Court found that actually the CCC did not 
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have the power to charge and prosecute. That is what led to this report by the joint standing committee. A new 
structure has been put in place. A review of this matter was to be undertaken but now we do not know what the 
answer is with respect to the review because the government continues to hide the report. I hope that next week 
one of the ministers or indeed the parliamentary secretary will table the report so that we can all be better informed 
on whether there has been success as part of the new regime. The Corruption and Crime Commission can no longer 
prosecute charges in any jurisdiction in Western Australia other than contempt proceedings, so somebody else has 
to do it. My recollection is that the State Solicitor’s Office is doing it for the commission. Is that working? Have 
further problems emerged? 
I note that earlier this week, two honourable members of this place were appointed to the Joint Standing Committee 
on the Corruption and Crime Commission. I hope they take up this matter, because there is absolutely no point in 
us ensuring that these reports by parliamentary committees get tabled if the arrogant government takes no notice 
of them. The Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission would be well placed to follow up 
this recommendation and the response, albeit belated—almost two years late, I might add—from the government. 

CEO SLEEPOUT 
Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (North Metropolitan) [5.22 pm]: Every night 116 000 Australians sleep rough across the 
country. That is 116 000 men, women and children. As winter approaches, their experience will get even harder. I am 
sure members will remember that a few days ago it was only six degrees at night. Homelessness is a community 
and human rights issue, and it takes the whole community to work together to address it. I wish to advise the house 
that I will be participating in the CEO Sleepout again this year—this is my fifth year—which is organised by the 
St Vincent de Paul Society. I ask members to donate to this great cause so that the St Vincent de Paul Society can 
continue to provide people who are experiencing homelessness with services relating to education, accommodation, 
food, counselling, employment and other programs. President, I would like to thank the members who have already 
donated. Thank you for your contribution and support. I would also like to thank members, both past and present, 
for their contributions to this cause. It will be on 24 June this year. I believe that is the last sitting day for this financial 
year. Members finishing on that day will return to their homes. I want you to know that your donation will be put 
to good use to support those who need it very much, and I will be working with a number of my colleagues from 
this place as part of the CEO Sleepout that night.  

House adjourned at 5.24 pm 
__________ 
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