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THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) took the chair at 2.00 pm, acknowledged country and read prayers. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS — APPOINTMENTS 
Statement by Leader of the Opposition 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville — Leader of the Opposition) [2.02 pm]: I advise the house that on 
24 November 2020, I was appointed Leader of the Opposition and the member for Vasse was appointed 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. I also advise that the member for Hillarys has been appointed manager of 
opposition business and, for all our sins, the member for Carine remains the opposition Whip! 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY CHAMBER SEATING PLAN 
Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) [2.02 pm]: I advise members that I have approved an amended seating plan 
for the opposition side of the house. 

CLIMATE HEALTH WA INQUIRY — FINAL REPORT 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.03 pm]: I rise to inform the house that the McGowan 
government has released the “Climate Health WA Inquiry: Final Report” and endorsed its recommendations in 
principle. The Climate Health WA inquiry was one of the key priorities within the “Sustainable Health Review: 
Final Report to the Western Australian Government”. It is the first statutory inquiry anywhere in the world focused 
on the health impacts of climate change. 

Key findings of the inquiry include recognition that climate action is necessary for health system sustainability and 
that the benefits of change far outweigh the costs when health is factored in. The inquiry found that the WA health 
sector is close to the starting line in a race to reduce its own emissions and waste, but is keen to go further and 
faster. This report sets a blueprint for the next 10 years of the WA health system’s capability to adapt to climate 
change and better protect the health of the community, and to support health services to do more to reduce emissions 
and waste without compromising the quality of patient care. The inquiry sought information from the WA community 
and Australian and international experts to obtain the best science, data and evidence to inform the recommendations. 
The report identifies that in the past decade there has been a lack of emissions reporting, evaluated initiatives, 
research and workforce training within the health sector. 

I would like to thank Professor Tarun Weeramanthri and the inquiry team for their hard work, and especially the 
extensive consultation, and, of course, the WA community, which provided input into the inquiry. I now table 
a copy of the “Climate Health WA Inquiry: Final Report”. 

[See paper 4043.] 

MY BUSHFIRE PLAN 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Emergency Services) [2.04 pm]: I would like to take this 
opportunity to inform the house about My Bushfire Plan, the new mobile responsive website and 
Western Australian–designed app to help all Western Australians plan for bushfires. More than 90 per cent of our 
state is zoned as bushfire prone, yet only one in 10 Western Australians has a bushfire plan and only 35 per cent 
of the community think that their properties are at risk of bushfire. As a community, we have to do more to prepare 
ourselves for bushfire. The new campaign urges people to rethink their personal risk and plan what they will do if 
a bushfire strikes. 

We know that indecision can be deadly during a bushfire. The website and app are supported by a new hard-hitting 
advertising campaign that depicts real-life bushfire scenarios and the confronting circumstances that people can 
face if they are not properly prepared. The “How Fire Proof Is Your Plan?” advertising campaign is deliberately 
emotive, bringing home the reality of a person being trapped in a dangerous bushfire scenario in their property or 
car after leaving it too late to leave. We know that when members of the community prepare themselves and their 
properties for bushfire, they increase their chance of survival and reduce the demand on career and volunteer 
firefighters, who time and again put their lives on the line to protect the community. The Australian-first app and 
new website will make it easier for people to make critical decisions ahead of the bushfire season by stepping them 
through what to do if a bushfire hits their home, when to leave, what to take and where to go. It provides a single 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Test/Tables.nsf/screenLaunch
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place for people to prepare, print, share and update their bushfire plan at any time from any device. It also includes 
preparation checklists, fact sheets, links to the Emergency WA website for current bushfire information and 
seasonal bushfire preparation reminders. 

We know that there will never be enough fire trucks and water bombers for every house. It is up to all of us to plan 
what we will do in a bushfire. Creating that plan is now easier for everyone. My Bushfire Plan helps make WA a safer 
state. I urge all members in this house to encourage their communities to visit the website mybushfireplan.wa.gov.au 
or download the app and to make a plan today. It could save their lives. 

16 DAYS IN WA TO STOP VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

Statement by Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence) [2.07 pm]: I rise 
today to inform the house about 16 Days in WA to Stop Violence Against Women for 2020. Members will have 
heard me speak last month about the McGowan government’s plan for the 16 Days in WA campaign this year. As 
many people in this place already know, 16 Days is about drawing attention to the many impacts of violence and 
abuse on women. More importantly, it is about encouraging conversations and action about what we can all do to 
end violence against women. 

Since the campaign launched on 25 November, the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women, I have had the privilege of being involved in some great community events. I was joined by the members 
for Mandurah and Murray–Wellington for the opening of the state’s first therapeutic women’s refuge in Peel, 
Warlang Bidi, which in Noongar means “healthy path”. We have established two one–stop domestic and family 
violence hubs in Kalgoorlie and Mirrabooka. The first hub is called Mara Birni, which means “many hands”, and 
this represents the strong partnership approach that the lead agency, Hope Community Services, has brokered with 
local services to deliver the hub. I thank the member for the Mining and Pastoral Region for joining me at its opening. 
Yesterday, we celebrated the opening of the second hub, this time in Mirrabooka, which is known as Naala Djookan 
Healing Centre. Naala Djookan means “our sisters” in Noongar, and is very apt for the many women and their 
families who will be supported by this service. The City of Stirling, which is the lead organisation in the alliance of 
community-based services delivering the hub, is very much looking forward to continuing its work to support women 
and families impacted by family and domestic violence. The member for Mirrabooka has been a great advocate 
for her electorate and for these issues and I was pleased to be able to share in yesterday’s opening with her. 

Today is day 10 of 16 Days in WA. We have more to share with the Western Australian community before we get 
to day 16 on 10 December. The delivery of these new and important community-based services—two one-stop hubs 
and a therapeutic refuge—are testament to how seriously the McGowan government continues to take family and 
domestic violence. 

SENATE VACANCY — ELECTION OF BENJAMIN JOHN SMALL 

Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) [2.09 pm]: I wish to advise that a joint sitting of both houses was held on 
Wednesday, 25 November 2020 and that Benjamin John Small was duly elected as a senator of the commonwealth 
Parliament. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY CHAMBER — 
PHOTOGRAPHER AND TELEVISION CAMERA ACCESS 

Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) [2.09 pm]: Members, I advise that I have approved the presence of television 
cameras and photographers for the first 20 minutes of question time today to enable the press to obtain vision of 
the new opposition leadership team and of us retiring members. 

Mr M.P. Murray: That should break the camera! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston, thank goodness, with the way the camera is positioned, it will get only 
the back of your head! 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

CORONAVIRUS — JOBS 

970. Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP to the Premier: 

Why has the Premier indefinitely deferred any jobs target following the COVID-19 crisis? 

Ms J.J. Shaw interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Swan Hills, I did not realise you were the Premier. I call you to order for the first time. 
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Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Prior to answering that question, I firstly congratulate the member for Dawesville on becoming the Leader of the 
Opposition. I also congratulate the member for Vasse on becoming the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. I thank the 
members for Scarborough and Nedlands for their service as both opposition leader and deputy opposition leader. 

I also acknowledge today—I think we will do it again later—the member for Mirrabooka. I thank her for her service 
in the Parliament over the last 12 years. I also acknowledge the member for Bateman, who announced his retirement 
this week. I expect that both members will be making valedictory statements later today. 

Considering that this was a bit of an unexpected sitting, I once again thank all those members who are retiring. 
I do not know whether anyone else will put their hand up. Are there any others? There are no other takers. This is 
their last chance if they want to make a valedictory speech. 

Mr Speaker, I also acknowledge you. I think we did this before, but this is your last sitting day as Speaker of the 
Western Australian Parliament. 

Back in March and April this year, the world obviously confronted the biggest economic crisis since 1929. The 
government had to make a range of decisions and very rapidly make a range of changes in order to cope with the 
situation we confronted. The cabinet, in particular the Minister for Health and I, had to make a range of decisions 
very, very quickly. Clearly, we were being advised at a national cabinet level that the country was potentially 
facing the deaths of hundreds of thousands of people. We were also advised that it would potentially become like 
a Great Depression. Obviously, we had to deal with and basically reflect reality with some of the policies that the 
government had in place. The Premier’s priorities were aspirational targets—I think I launched them last year—
by 2023–24. We moved away from that because, as a state, we were facing this extraordinary economic cataclysm. 

The reality is that since COVID hit earlier this year, we have now recovered around 90 per cent of the jobs lost. 
We have created 63 000 more jobs than existed prior to our arrival in office. We are the only state with an economy 
that did not go into recession. The other states went into recession; Western Australia did not go into recession. 
If we look at all the figures—retail, land sales, car sales, payroll returns, housing construction and the like—
Western Australia is leading the nation. Our figures are outstanding considering what is happening around the 
world. The reason they are outstanding is that we came up with a unique Western Australian model. That model 
enabled us to keep COVID out with hard borders. We allowed our international economy to continue to flourish, 
particularly our trading economy; we did not shut it down, despite the urging of some people around the country. 
Then we ensured that we got back to a state of normalcy as quickly as possible within the hard borders. The results 
are there for all to see. Nationally, our state is doing far better than any other state.  

I add that WA is the only state that did not go into deficit. All the other states in the commonwealth went into 
deficits that are eye-watering, but not Western Australia, and we managed to launch our $5.5 billion recovery plan 
in July this year. I think Australians and Western Australians in particular understand that the situation confronting 
us was potentially cataclysmic. The reality is that considering we are now down at an unemployment rate of 
6.6 per cent and we have the highest participation rate in the country, this state is doing better than anywhere else 
in the country and potentially better than anywhere else in the world. 

CORONAVIRUS — JOBS 

971. Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Given that WA “has kept COVID out”, when will the Premier reinstate a jobs 
target and join the Liberals in ensuring that there is a clear plan for the economy following the COVID-19 crisis? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I remind the house that the only reason that we kept COVID out is the policies that we put in place, which the 
Liberal Party opposed. The Liberal Party has been disgraceful over the last 10 months. It undermined everything 
that we tried to do. The health minister and I went through sleepless nights and high stress in extreme circumstances 
fighting to keep this state safe and strong, and all the Liberal Party did was undermine us and complain the whole 
way along. All the Liberal Party did was demand that we bring down the hard border at the height of the pandemic 
and then, as we know, it went out there and backed Clive Palmer in his High Court case to bring down the borders. 
The record is there. The Liberal Party cannot run away from its record of trying to undermine everything that we 
did to keep this state safe and strong. Without a shadow cabinet, how does the Liberal Party have a target? Without 
any policies, how does the Liberal Party have a target? It does not have any policies and it does not have a shadow 
cabinet, and it is only three months until the state election. We do not have a shadow cabinet and the opposition 
admits that it has no policies. A slogan is not a policy. The opposition needs to come up with some policies. It needs 
to ensure—in fact, I do not think that it can do this because it does not have a shadow cabinet—that it tries to give 
the people of Western Australia a little confidence that it knows what it is doing. 
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CORONAVIRUS — STATE ECONOMIC RECOVERY PLAN 
972. Ms J.M. FREEMAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s effort in keeping WA safe and strong. Can the Premier update the 
house on how this government’s unprecedented $5.5 billion WA recovery plan is supporting more local jobs and 
more local business and helping to drive more economic activity across the state? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Mirrabooka for the question. Obviously, our approach to deal with the situation has been 
very bold. It has been based on keeping the virus out and WA has now gone eight months without a single community 
case, unlike every other state in Australia. We wanted to keep our key industries operating. I was insistent at the 
national cabinet level that our export industries continue to operate in a COVID-safe way and that is why we got 
all the fly in, fly out workers from the east to come here and live. Indeed, major industries are now transferring 
their workforce from the east or just employing locally, which is an enduring benefit for Western Australia out 
of what has taken place. Within our hard borders, we lifted restrictions far more quickly than any other state in 
Australia. Some states are only today talking about going to the two-square-metre rule. We have been there for 
probably six months. It is a strategy that has been vindicated by every piece of economic data. We have shown 
that a strong health response results in a good economic outcome. Indeed, we were the first state government to 
release a recovery plan back in July. We did the policy work in the midst of a pandemic and released a recovery 
plan back in mid-to-late July. That is what this government did in the height of the pandemic. Western Australia 
is the only state to not go into recession. The Western Australian economy is the only state to record growth in 
annual average terms. The Western Australian economy has grown by 4.9 per cent in the September quarter, and 
that is underpinned by an 11.7 per cent increase in household spending, which is the strongest in Australia and, 
I think, the strongest in the history of the state.  
Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Just because you are Leader of the House does not mean you can talk all the time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I must say people say to me all the time that they cannot book a restaurant and they cannot 
get somewhere to stay in regional WA. That is testament — 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Is that a good thing? I think it is a good thing. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I think it is a good thing. I think that is a very odd interjection. I actually think it is a good 
thing that local small businesses are booming. 
Ms L. Mettam: I didn’t say that. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Whatever you said.  
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, just do not say anything. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: We have worked with the commonwealth to put in place the building bonus—the first state 
in Australia. We have provided finance for the construction of new homes—that is up 144 per cent on 2019. In 
October, building approvals were up 96 per cent on the same time in 2019, the highest growth easily of all the 
states. In terms of jobs, Western Australia has the highest participation rate; it has the second lowest unemployment 
rate in the country by 0.1 of one per cent; 87 per cent of the jobs lost have been recovered; and 63 000 jobs have 
been created since we came to office. We have made a huge investment as part of our recovery plan in a whole 
range of things—TAFE capital works, schools and the like—all over Western Australia. Obviously, a range of our 
important projects are coming to fruition at exactly the right time. Regarding Metronet, today we were out at the 
Thornlie–Cockburn Link, at which nine projects are currently under construction. We have planning reforms, new 
approval pathways and less red tape. On Monday, we launched our climate policy. We also have the LNG Jobs 
Taskforce, the future battery industry strategy, the hydrogen strategy, the defence industry strategy and a range of 
other important strategies to create jobs across the state. 
What is clear is that this government is keeping our state safe and strong. In the midst of a worldwide pandemic 
that is creating havoc all over the globe, Western Australia is a beacon of people who have done the right thing in 
difficult circumstances and businesses that we have kept open in the midst of difficult circumstances around the 
country and around the world. 

AMBULANCE RAMPING 
973. Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP to the Premier: 
Mr Speaker — 
Ms S.E. Winton interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo! I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I refer to record ambulance ramping in Western Australia for the third month in a row. Why 
has this government continued to fail the people of Western Australia by not addressing one of the most fundamental 
and critically important service delivery areas for which this government is responsible? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

As I said when asked this question before, obviously our hospitals are coping with three things. Firstly, there is 
a backlog of elective surgery. We closed down elective surgery for months on end, so there is a huge backlog that 
has our hospitals performing at over 100 per cent when it comes to elective surgery. Dealing with that actually 
fills beds in the hospitals and that, obviously, puts stress on the system, if you like. Secondly, inside our emergency 
departments, there are two streams. There are people who have respiratory conditions and there are people who have 
non-respiratory conditions. That is slowing down the activity within emergency departments, and that is, of course, 
another response to COVID. We have also seen a dramatic increase in mental health presentations. I do not know 
whether that was expected, but I suspect that is also a consequence of what has gone on around the world. As 
members know, those increased mental health presentations are tying down our emergency departments. 

We have a whole range of initiatives to deal with this. Firstly, we have a huge expansion program in emergency 
departments around the state. At Joondalup Health Campus, which is having the most difficulties, this government 
is putting in place a $256 million upgrade, in conjunction with the commonwealth. That is a major expansion to 
the ED, a behavioural assessment unit to deal with drug and alcohol issues and the like, and a 30-bed acute mental 
health unit. If the member goes to Peel Health Campus—I was there on Sunday—he will see that there is 
a $10 million improvement to the ED. It was all happening when we were there. We are also investing another 
$152 million on a major upgrade to the hospital and ensuring it comes back into public control. We are providing 
the opportunity for a private hospital to be built at that site as well as part of our upgrades. Work is underway on 
a range of other hospitals, in particular Sir Charles Gairdner, which is having $19 million spent on upgrading its ED. 
It has been a difficult year. Obviously, our hospitals have also faced difficulties because of the impacts of COVID, 
some of which were unexpected. For a period, our hospitals were very quiet, but when they are very quiet, the 
backlog builds, and dealing with that has been the difficulty that our hospitals are coping with. I would like to thank 
and congratulate our health workforce for all their work during the course of this year. 

AMBULANCE RAMPING 

974. Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Can the Premier confirm that the worst ambulance ramping on record is 
symptomatic of this government’s broader failure to have a clear plan for health and hospitals in Western Australia? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

The answer is clearly no. I just explained to the Liberal Party what has happened. All this year, all we have had is 
undermining and nitpicking about everything we have had to cope with as a state. Our hospitals are another example 
of that. Members opposite undermine our efforts to try to deal with a very difficult situation that has occurred here. 
If members opposite had had their way, our emergency departments would be overflowing with COVID cases. 
We would have had the situation that exists in the eastern states if the Liberal Party had had its way. If members 
opposite look at the emergency departments in Britain or the United States, they will see exactly what would have 
happened if the Liberal Party had had its way and brought down the border at the height of the pandemic. 

THORNLIE–COCKBURN LINK 

975. Mr Y. MUBARAKAI to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s efforts to keep the Western Australian economy strong and WA workers 
safe in their jobs through its significant investment in Metronet. 

(1) Can the minister please update the house on the work underway to deliver the Thornlie–Cockburn Link, 
including the Ranford train station, and how this investment is supporting WA jobs and WA businesses? 

(2) Can the minister advise the house whether she is aware of anyone seeking to undermine this investment 
in job-creating infrastructure? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 

(1)–(2) I thank the member for Jandakot for that question and, of course, his commitment, together with that of 
the members for Southern River and Thornlie, to the Thornlie–Cockburn Link. 

We were out there today with the Premier and the relevant members looking at a significant milestone of 
the Thornlie–Cockburn Link. Currently, over 500 workers are onsite there and major work started today on 
the new Ranford Road Bridge. Like many projects, this project is giving Western Australians and 
Western Australian companies confidence. Today we met Elly, who was living and working on projects 
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over east. She has come back to WA because of Metronet. She has come back to WA to be with her family 
and to work on Metronet projects. She is studying a certificate II in rail engineering and has come back 
to WA because we have a pipeline of investments. Whichever site we go to, we see Western Australians 
working and we see those Western Australians who had left coming back to WA because of the 
infrastructure certainty we are giving them—a pipeline of work and something that we are very proud of. 

As I said, today, the Premier gave the go-ahead to start piling works at the site, with a 120-tonne piling 
rig commencing work at the Ranford Road station site. As part of those works, 156 holes, 18 metres deep, 
will be filled with concrete. 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Do not get me started on concrete. 

There will be a new eight-lane Ranford Road Bridge, with six lanes for cars and another two lanes for buses. It is 
absolutely incredible. We have also launched the infrastructure ready program, which is about giving people the 
opportunity to change careers and get into our civil construction—a massive program. 

While we are getting on with the job, what is the opposition doing? It is divided and in disarray. It is a mess, with 
no shadow cabinet, no policies and no experience. What does it have? It has a hashtag, a hat and a bus. That is what 
the opposition is presenting to the public of Western Australia. Did anyone see that media conference yesterday? 
Many members would watch Veep. We saw these two people emerge from a freshly painted bus to promise 
everything and say nothing. It was a train wreck of an announcement: “We’re going to do stuff.” What are they going 
to do? “We’re going to do stuff and it will be better than theirs.” That is the extent of their commitment. 

Point of Order 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: On relevance, the question was about Metronet. This has nothing to do with Metronet. 

The SPEAKER: There is no point of order. In future, quote the standing order; do not just say “relevance”, please. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The question referred to people trying to oppose Metronet. We know that the opposition 
opposes Metronet. What have we learnt in the 11 days since the Leader of the Opposition knew that he was going 
to become opposition leader? We know that he knows a good spray painter, but that is about it, members! The 
opposition has no policies. Members opposite had a major media conference with no policies, apart from saying, 
“We’re going to do lots of stuff and it’s going to be better than theirs.” Members will have to do better. We look 
forward to every day until election day so that we can compare the experience of this Premier, who is keeping 
WA safe and strong, with that of the divided rabble on the other side, whose focus during the first 11 days has 
been spray-painting a bus and embroidering some hats. 

ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS — REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

976. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 
I ask this question on behalf of the people of regional Western Australia. Will the Premier outline whether he and 
the Labor Party will fully commit to royalties for regions as it was intended—that is, 25 per cent of royalties 
collected by the state dedicated to a statewide regional development program? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
It is interesting because there are only 25 per cent of Nationals WA members in the chamber—and one of them is 
a ring-in. 

We said prior to the last election that we would keep royalties for regions, and that is exactly what we have done. 
Members of the Nationals ran a scare campaign prior to the last election in which they were saying that we were 
going to abolish the scheme. It turned out that they were wrong. They ran another scare campaign that we were 
going to abolish the Country Age Pension Fuel Card. Again it turned out that they were wrong. We kept the scheme. 
We are ensuring that the money is spent wisely. We have proper budget processes around it; we do not have the 
two budget processes that the Liberals and Nationals had that drove Colin Barnett nuts. We have a proper budget 
process whereby royalties for regions comes in to the Expenditure Review Committee and measures within it are 
ticked off and go through the normal cabinet process. 

Members will find that all sorts of important projects all over regional WA are being funded by this government 
through royalties for regions. Yesterday, I was in Bunbury for the opening of the Jetty Road Causeway, the wonderful 
Bunbury waterfront project. I congratulate the member for Bunbury. 

Mr R.S. Love: He’s not here. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He is no doubt down there enjoying it. 

Mr R.S. Love: He’s not here; he must be out with the Nationals. 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: We have about 85 per cent of our members here. 

I was down there yesterday for that important announcement. Yesterday, I was also in Mandurah to see the important 
upgrades to the TAFE college. Our record stands. We are strongly supportive of regional WA. We are keeping an 
important program for the people of regional WA. We are keeping the regions safe and strong. Industries all over 
the state, including the tourism, hospitality, mining and agriculture industries, are all very, very strong in the midst 
of a worldwide pandemic. That is what this government has ensured will continue to take place. 

ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS — REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

977. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Given the Premier’s stated support for the program, when may we expect an 
announcement that the $2.7 billion in cost shifts and underspend in the current state budget will be returned to the 
royalties for regions program? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
The royalties for regions program is about $1 billion a year and all of that is devoted to regional WA. It is very 
clear that in the lead-up to the next state election there will be two sets of commitments from the opposition. This 
is a very big issue, because if the opposition is elected, both sets will have to be added together. There is no 
coalition between the Liberal Party and Nationals WA. Two parties would have to form government and each 
party’s commitments would be piled on top of each other. The last time the opposition was in government, it nearly 
bankrupted Western Australia. The Liberals and Nationals could not work together. Two budget processes drove 
people mad within the former government—the Treasurers and the Premier—because of the difficulty of governing 
with that arrangement. I just say to the people of Western Australia: do not risk the Liberals and Nationals. In the 
midst of what this country and this world is going through, Western Australians cannot risk that. The opposition 
is not ready for government. It is too big a risk to the people of this state. There are many reasons the opposition 
is risky, but one of them is that two massive sets of commitments will need to be added together. We went through 
that the last time they were in office when we were not in a pandemic. They basically took the state’s debt load 
from about $5 billion to over $40 billion in the midst of a boom time. Clearly, the people of this state cannot risk 
the Liberals and Nationals, with the way that they governed last time, being put back into office at the next election. 

PEEL HEALTH CAMPUS 

978. Mrs R.M.J. CLARKE to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s efforts in keeping Western Australia safe and strong, in particular its 
significant investment in health services across the state. 

(1) Can the minister outline to the house how this government’s $152 million investment in redeveloping the 
Peel Health Campus will ensure patients across the Peel and Murray regions are put first? 

(2) Can the minister advise the house how this government’s record compares with the way the Peel Health 
Campus was treated by the previous Liberal–National government? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
(1)–(2) I was delighted to be with the member for Murray–Wellington, the member for Mandurah and the Premier 

on the weekend to announce the new $152 million upgrade to the Peel Health Campus. It was a very proud 
moment for everyone in the Peel region because, for years, they have had to deal with a hospital that was 
ignored by the other side—eight and a half years of no expenditure on the redevelopment of that hospital. 
We have to go back to the Gallop government days to see the previous serious investment in this hospital—
$3 million under that government and $10 million under the McGowan Labor government to expand the 
car park and the ED. 

Ms S.F. McGurk: How much under the Barnett government? 

Mr R.H. COOK: None, minister. No dollars at all were spent by the Barnett Liberal government during its eight and 
a half years. 

In 2019, the sustainable health review identified the Peel area as an area of extreme need, and in need of significant 
redevelopment. Since that time, the McGowan government has been working hard on putting together this 
significant development. The Peel region remains one of the fastest growing regions in Western Australia. This $152 
million redevelopment will reinvent the hospital. It will take it from a health campus to a true regional hospital serving 
the people of the Peel area. This is a win–win for the locals of Dawesville, Murray–Wellington and Mandurah—
for the entire Peel region—because this project will deliver on a key election commitment by the McGowan Labor 
team that we will, where it is possible, return privatised services into public hands. I am very proud to say that in 
August 2023, when this contract comes to its end, the public health services at Peel hospital will be brought back 
into public hands so that we can have world-class public health services for the people of Peel once and for all. More 
than that, we will continue to see private hospital services provided at that precinct by creating the opportunity to 
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have a private hospital operating on that campus, similar to the Bunbury hospital. This is a great outcome for the 
people of Peel. It will significantly enhance emergency care, mental health care, cancer care and palliative care. It 
will have 63 more public beds, which will take it up to about 220 beds in all. It will have new mental health facilities—
a new 20-bed mental health ward as well as a new 10-bed mental health observation area. There will be between 
15 and 20 palliative care beds, member for Murray–Wellington, as well as between eight and 20 chemotherapy 
chairs. In the future, we will allow all those staff who work there now to transition across to the public hospital 
team with their entitlements intact. 

Mrs R.M.J. Clarke: Who was the previous health minister? 

Mr R.H. COOK: It might surprise the member for Murray–Wellington to hear that the former member for 
Dawesville was the previous minister and not a dollar was spent on this. A question to the current member for 
Dawesville is that if we were so unfortunate as to have to endure another Liberal government, would he bring 
those services back in-house? 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: I don’t care who runs it. We’ve said that all along. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr R.H. COOK: What we have here is the usual equivocation! They have no plan for the Peel Health Campus. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Thank you, member. I want to hear this in silence. Thank you. 

Mr R.H. COOK: They have no plan for the Peel hospital. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you do not get a free go! I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr R.H. COOK: An election is in the wind. The people of Western Australia have a choice about whether we 
keep Western Australia safe and strong, and put patients first. For the people of Dawesville, Mandurah and 
Murray–Wellington, the answer is clear: only one government will invest in the future of Peel Health Campus and 
bring these services back in-house, and that is the McGowan Labor government. 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES — CHARGING POINTS 

979. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Innovation and ICT: 
Can the minister explain why there are gaping holes in the government’s proposed electric vehicle network, including 
1 600 kilometres of the Great Northern Highway, in addition to the fact that the EV network will not even link up 
with South Australia? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.J. KELLY replied: 
I want to congratulate the new Deputy Leader of the Opposition for asking the dorothy dixer about EVs that I was 
going to get asked a bit later on. 

Ms S. Winton interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I call you for the second time. 

Mr D.J. KELLY: I thank the member for Vasse very much for asking me a question about our new electric vehicle 
strategy. We are very proud of the strategy that we announced earlier this week. Electric vehicles have been around 
for a while. I remember that in the eight years of the former government, members opposite did nothing to promote 
this technology. The member probably does not know that—she probably was not paying attention—but during 
that eight and a half years, her government did nothing. We have consulted with industry on how best to kickstart 
EVs in WA. The rate of EV take-up in Western Australia is very low. There are fewer than 1 600 EVs on the road 
in Western Australia, which is less than one per cent. What can government best do to kickstart this industry? We 
have announced a $21 million strategy that includes the longest EV charging station network in Australia. People 
will be able to go from Esperance all the way to Kununurra. It will be the longest network in Australia and, arguably, 
one of the longest in the world. The member for Vasse is not happy with that. Sure, it will not go everywhere in 
Western Australia—that is for sure. But it will build the spine, the backbone, of the network, so people will have 
confidence that they can leave major towns with their electric vehicles and go throughout most parts of the state. 
Sure, there are parts of the state that they will not be able to go to, but they will be able to drive from Esperance to 
Kununurra, and they will be able to go to Kalgoorlie. 

The response from industry has been overwhelmingly positive. 

Several members interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Members on my left! 
Mr D.J. KELLY: It sees this as a major step forward. We know that once we do this, other players will come into 
the market and build out the network. We are the first state government to put significant money into an electric 
vehicle policy. It will arguably be one of the largest networks in the world and it has overwhelming endorsement 
from industry, yet the opposition is complaining about it. It is absolutely astonishing. 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES — CHARGING POINTS 
980. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Innovation and ICT: 
I have a supplementary question. Why, at the announcement, did the minister not even know how many charging 
stations the electric vehicle network has? Is it because the government — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 
Ms L. METTAM: It is a bit of a stretch. You do not know how much Metronet costs! 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Stop interjecting on me! Minister for Transport, I call you to order for the first time. 
Ms L. METTAM: Why, at the announcement, did the minister not even know how many charging stations the 
EV network has? Is it because the government has failed to do the proper work over four years, or did he just forget? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr D.J. KELLY replied: 
We have announced the biggest investment in EV charging networks in Australia. It is the biggest financial 
investment of any state. 
Ms L. Mettam: It is big, but how much? 
Mr D.J. KELLY: It is big! 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! 
Mr D.J. KELLY: The network may be big. Yes, she acknowledges that it is big! It will be one of the biggest 
networks in the world. People will be able to drive from Esperance to Kununurra. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Manager of opposition business! 
Mr D.J. KELLY: People will be able to go to Kalgoorlie. Once the spine of that network is in place and as EVs 
pick up, other places will be filled up. We said that we are going to further consult with industry about how we 
build that network, and that will impact upon exactly where the charging stations are placed, how many there will 
be, and their size—whether they are 25 kilowatts, 50 kilowatts or 350 kilowatts. 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! 
Mr D.J. KELLY: All that will be worked out because we are going to talk to industry about that. Has the member 
read the University of Western Australia report? 
Ms L. Mettam: Yes, I have; did you? 
Mr D.J. KELLY: Yes. Then the member will know that a substantial amount of work — 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! I call you to order for the first and second time. 
Mr D.J. KELLY: This is extraordinary. This was the question that I was going to get asked later. 
The SPEAKER: No, you were not. 
Mr D.J. KELLY: We are so pleased with this announcement. Industry is so pleased. Yet, once again, the opposition 
is nitpicking. We are working with the industry and it is happy. It is extraordinary. It will be one of the longest EV 
charging networks in the world, the biggest in Australia, and the opposition is not happy. 
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POLICE — MEDICALLY RETIRED OFFICERS — REDRESS SCHEME 
981. Mr S.A. MILLMAN to the Minister for Police: 
I refer to the work undertaken by the McGowan Labor government to keep Western Australia safe and strong 
through its unprecedented support for our hardworking police officers. Can the minister outline to the house what 
the McGowan Labor government’s historic police compensation scheme will mean for medically retired police 
officers across Western Australia? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for Mount Lawley for that question and for his very strong support of our police officers and, 
indeed, of all workers and their protections in the workplace. I am delighted with the commitment that the 
McGowan Labor government has made to police in this state. We have increased the size of the police budget. We 
have relegated to history the cuts that were made by the former Liberal government and we have increased the size 
of our police budget by about $750 million. This is huge; it is significant. We are committed to keeping our 
community safe. As part of that, we have to support our police to do that job to keep our communities safe. We have 
committed to an unprecedented 1 100 additional officers, with 150 of those delivered first off. The 150 officers 
we committed to only in April have already been engaged. The further 800 police officers committed to in the 
recent police budget are already programmed. The first 200 of those will be engaged in this financial year—that is, 
before 30 June this year—and 200 a year thereafter. I am also pleased that we have provided them with the protections 
that they need to do their job—personal issue stab-proof vests. 
Nothing has pleased me more than my original commitment, when we covered police officers with occupational 
health and safety legislation after years of them not having that, than to now to be able to offer compensation when 
officers leave the job. We had a three-part plan. A couple of years ago, we delivered $16 million for the police 
redress scheme that offered payments up to $150 000 to those who had been poorly treated in the past. We offered 
them that redress. In addition, last year I moved through the Parliament amendments to section 8 of the Police Act 
so that we no longer retire those police officers under the same undignified process that we retire officers who 
have a cloud of corruption hanging over them. Now, the final piece, which was universally welcomed and applauded 
at the recent police union conference, is that we will provide police compensation, and we will do it through the 
Police Act. We will provide this end-of-service payment in addition to keeping all current in-service and post-service 
entitlements. That is the key point that was never offered by any former government. Every former government 
wanted to take something away from existing police conditions; we are not doing that. We will provide for termination 
payments that will be capped, generally at around $236 000, but potentially up to $413 000; there will be a payment 
for vocational support and retraining of potentially over $16 000; we will maintain the current in-service and 
post-service entitlements for work and non–work related illness and injury; and leave payments for medical expenses 
provided to officers will not be included in the calculation for an exit payment. Officers also preserve their option 
to seek an ex gratia payment, or act of grace payment. This is an amazing step forward. It is something that police 
officers in this state have deserved. 
We ask those officers to run towards danger, to protect us, to protect the community, to turn out to road crashes, 
and to go to horrific scenes where people have been murdered and where other violent acts have occurred. We, in 
turn, need to support them. I have never been prouder of the McGowan government than when the Premier stood 
at the recent police union conference and made the commitment that if a McGowan government is re-elected early 
next year, that will be a priority for us. 

DONGARA–GERALDTON BYPASS ROUTE 
982. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the proposed Dongara–Geraldton bypass route that will directly impact houses, including some that are 
heritage listed, and properties and livelihoods in the Walkaway area, as well as the environmentally sensitive wetlands 
in the Allanooka area. Will the minister table the business case for this route and detail any alternative routes that 
Main Roads Western Australia is considering? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for Geraldton for that question. As I have outlined before, this issue has been a hard one to 
tackle over many years. The route definition work actually started under the previous government. The inland 
route was the preferred model taken to the then minister, as I understand it, in 2015–16, but nothing ever eventuated 
in respect of dealing with the public. When we won government, a key issue put to me was that certainty was 
needed. I met with representatives from the relevant council who said they wanted certainty and the route alignment 
finalised. They asked me if I could get on with doing it, and that is what we sought to do. As the member knows, 
a corridor was released—not a route alignment, but a corridor release—and that is out for public consultation. All the 
issues the member raised about the impact on homes and structures and other issues will be picked up as part of 
that consultation. I urge the Nationals WA to work with the residents to put their views across. The National Party 
can work with them, put in submissions, and use its talent and expertise to work with the residents to make sure 
that the residents’ submissions highlight their concerns. That is why we are going out to public consultation. 
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We also understood that this issue affected many people, so we have extended the public consultation to 31 March. 
There is no specific route alignment; there is a preferred corridor. As I said in a meeting in Geraldton and in television 
and radio interviews, we are now going through the process of talking to everyone to see how we can make sure 
that the alignment minimises the impact on private land ownership. 

There is another point the member needs to be aware of. Is the member’s preferred solution the Brand Highway? 
That would affect more landowners. It is always easy to say not to do this one, because it impacts so many, but 
if Brand Highway is his proposed route, it would affect more. We will have a careful, considered approach. I urge 
the Nationals WA that if they want to engage in this, they should work with the landowners and put forward 
proposals and alternatives. They should not just say no. They should put forward alternatives. We are very keen 
to sit down and talk about that. As a local representative, that is what the member should be doing. When I was 
in opposition and there were issues in my community, I worked with it to put forward its suggestions. I was not 
a lazy opposition member who just fuelled fear in the public; I worked with people to make sure that we could put 
forward good solutions. 

DONGARA–GERALDTON BYPASS ROUTE 

983. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Transport: 

I have a supplementary question. Given the significant impact this proposed bypass will have on the Walkaway 
community, will the minister commit to meeting with the impacted families ahead of the 2021 state election? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 

There will be no decision on the alignment before the consultation finishes. The consultation finishes on 31 March. 
Before any decision is made, I commit to meeting with the community. That will be after the first round of 
consultation, and before any decision is made. If the member wants to make this part of his election platform instead 
of helping and working with people, and if he wants to make them scared, he can do that, but there is an opportunity 
for the member for Geraldton to work with the community and put forward some more options and alternatives—
to actually work. If the member for Geraldton wants to tell the hundred landowners along Brand Highway what 
he would do to their land with his suggestion, he can do that, but he cannot just say that we should do this or do 
that. There is no decision. There will be a discussion and community consultation. There is a corridor. If we can 
improve things and make sure that the route alignment minimises any impact and takes into account all the concerns, 
of course we will do that. The member should stop being lazy. I have seen the comments — 

Mr I.C. Blayney: I am not lazy! 

Several members interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Work with the community, put forward some viable suggestions and we will listen to the member. 

“REPORT ON ELECTORATE ALLOWANCES AND MANAGEMENT OF ELECTORATE OFFICES” 

984. Mr M. HUGHES to the Attorney General: 

I refer to the Corruption and Crime Commission’s recent report on the misuse of electorate allowances by Liberal 
members of Parliament. Can the Attorney General outline to the house what the report revealed about the activities 
of some of the members of the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges in the Legislative Council? 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY replied: 

I thank the member for Kalamunda for the question, and it is a very important question he asks. When the 
“Report on Electorate Allowances and Management of Electorate Offices” was published by the CCC last week, 
a lot of the publicity surrounded the titillating revelations that members of the Liberal Party were using public 
funds for sex holidays in Japan and wine tours in South Australia. Although that is shameful and scandalous enough, 
beneath that, when we dig down into the report, there is corruption at the highest echelons of the Liberal Party, and 
it is absolutely shameful. 

Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cottesloe! 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: On 1 April 2019, whilst Mr Edman was under orders from the CCC not to tell anyone about 
the inquiry, he warned a number of people, including a member of the Liberal Party, Mr Brian Ellis, Mr Hallett 
and Hon Ricky Mazza, of the CCC’s inquiries and what it was inquiring into. On 16 August this year, Mr Edman 
received a text from a member of the privileges committee, not being Hon Ricky Mazza, offering support. When this 
report was handed down, the Premier was briefed, as the Leader of the Opposition was briefed, upon its contents, 
and the Corruption and Crime Commission was asked by the Premier: “Was any member of the Labor Party 
involved, because we don’t want any member of the Labor caucus involved in corrupting the inquiries into this?” 
An assurance was given that the unnamed members in this report were either Liberal Party or Shooters, Fishers 
and Farmers Party members. 
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Paragraph 437 of the report states that Mr Edman received a text message from a member of the procedure and 
privileges committee—a male person, so that excludes the President. This must be Hon Simon O’Brien. Indeed, 
in the Legislative Council on 5 September 2019, Hon Simon O’Brien said — 

I might add that I feel some empathy for anyone caught in the situation that Mr Edman and his family 
seem to be caught in at the moment. 

He was expressing support publicly in the Parliament for Mr Edman, who we know is corrupt on the findings of 
the report. Only two days before Hon Simon O’Brien telephoned support for Mr Edman, on 14 August, the procedure 
and privileges committee tabled the report. 

Point of Order 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: The Attorney General is making unsubstantiated allegations against a member of the 
other place. Unless there is substantiation, he does not have the availability to refute that. I seek your advice as to 
whether he is able to do that. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! That is a point of order. Attorney General, under standing order 92, you have to be 
very careful when making accusations about the other house, as long as you have facts to back it up. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I thank you for your advice and I will be careful. 
Just two days before the text message went from the member of the privileges committee, not being Hon Ricky Mazza 
and not being a female, therefore being a member of the Liberal Party, just two days before that, the procedure and 
privileges committee tabled their fifty-fifth report banning Darren Foster from handing over the former Liberals 
emails to the CCC. We can all recall what Mr Edman said should happen to that computer and those emails, because 
in the previous report, Mr Edman said that the best thing that could happen to that computer is that it should be 
thrown in the river. At the moment, it is locked in the safe of the Parliament in the upper house. 
Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cottesloe, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: The whole procedure of the committee has been corrupted by someone within that committee 
ringing up a former Liberal colleague who was a target of the CCC to offer support for them whilst they were 
sitting on that privileges committee. It is not good enough for the new Leader of the Opposition to go out and say, 
“We will not tolerate corruption at any level in the Liberal Party. We will not tolerate corruption at any level.” It 
is up to the new Leader of the Opposition now to go out and ask Mr O’Brien whether it was he who sent this text 
or voicemail message to Mr Edman, and, if it is, he should ask Mr O’Brien to resign from the privileges committee 
and the Liberal Party should throw him out of the Liberal Party room before Christmas. Otherwise, there is no room 
for the new leader of the Liberal Party to say, “We are against corruption at all levels.” You will go into this election 
with a stinking mess hanging around your neck like a dead albatross if you do not deal with this corruption at this 
stage. This state cannot afford to return to a party that tolerates this sort of corruption and this sort of cover-up, 
Leader of the Opposition. 

COMMUNITY SAFETY FORUM — BROOME 
985. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Premier: 
I refer — 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Water! 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: I refer to the out-of-control crime in Broome, which has reached the point that the 
local community was forced to organise a community rally. Why is the Premier and his ministers ignoring the 
people of Broome by refusing to attend this crime rally that is being held next week? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I became aware of this issue very recently. The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs will be attending the meeting, as 
indeed will the local MP and at least one assistant commissioner of police. 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: Darryl Gaunt. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Assistant Commissioner Darryl Gaunt will also attend. 
It is the case that we are investing a great deal of effort and money in a range of initiatives across the Kimberley 
in order to deal with and assist youth. We have to provide opportunities for young people to do things that are 
constructive. We have to provide opportunities for young people to go on the right pathway. There are $6.2 million 
worth of initiatives in the Kimberley juvenile justice strategy, including night patrols, a youth engagement program 
and an integrated learning program. A total of $150 000 has been granted to Agunya Ltd to implement the Broome 
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Purpose for Life program. As you know, Mr Speaker, we have invested hugely in schooling, in TAFE and in 
additional opportunities for residential living for students across the Kimberley to provide young people with those 
pathways and new ways forward in self-improvement. 
On top of that, of course, the state government has announced and funded, over this term and the next, 1 100 additional 
police officers. A great many of those will go to regional Western Australia. They will be involved in, as regional 
police officers are, not only law enforcement, but also working with young people. I was in Newman recently, 
where police officers were playing football with youths in order to engage them and ensure that police work with 
young people. 
All those initiatives are out there. We are doing all those things. They are all very constructive. If people go to 
Broome in the Kimberley, they will find that no government ever has put as much effort into these sorts of social 
initiatives and this sort of infrastructure to create jobs—Aboriginal employment programs, Aboriginal business 
programs and public sector employment of Aboriginal people—all the things that will improve the lives, outcomes 
and opportunities of people all over the Kimberley, in particular Aboriginal people. 

COMMUNITY SAFETY FORUM — BROOME 
986. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Given that the Premier and his ministers seem to be able to fly to Broome all the 
time for good news announcements, why did it take such significant negative media attention before any minister 
finally relented and accepted the invitation to attend this meeting organised for next week? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Once again, from this MP, we get a ridiculous and pathetic supplementary question. 
I will tell members where I have been recently. I went to Hillarys — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Hillarys! You cannot have it both ways. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I announced the new primary school there in Hillarys, with our outstanding candidate 
Caitlin Collins—an educator committed to young people throughout Western Australia. I am sure that she will 
do a great job in that electorate if she is elected. I tell you what: she will be a much nicer person than the member 
for Hillarys! 
The SPEAKER: That is the end of question time. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 
Seniors — Assaults Against — Police Resources — Personal Explanation 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [3.08 pm]: I rise to make a personal explanation under standing 
order 148. 
On Tuesday, 8 September 2020, during a debate in this chamber on the topic of police numbers, I referred to an 
article published in The West Australian of 4 September 2020, which carried the headline “Violent thugs free to 
roam”. The article was about suspended sentences handed down to two men—Ebraheem Mohommed Assaad and 
Ibraheem Saleh—for assaulting a man in Northbridge in July 2017. The article was accompanied by a photograph 
of Ebraheem Mohommed Assaad gesturing with his middle finger upon leaving court. During the course of the 
debate, I mistakenly described Ibraheem Saleh as having “flipped the finger”, when I should have referred to 
Ebraheem Mohommed Assaad. I hereby correct the record. Both offenders are no longer “free to roam” after the 
Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions appealed their suspended sentences, resulting in the Court of Appeal 
imposing a significant jail term on each man.  

ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS — MIDWEST AND GERALDTON 
Question on Notice 6174 — Answer Advice 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [3.09 pm]: I rise under standing order 80(2) to ask the Premier when I may 
expect to receive an answer to question on notice 6174, which was due on 21 June 2020. 
MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Premier) [3.10 pm]: On behalf of the Premier, I will chase that up. I will 
find out where it is and get it to the member as soon as possible. 

CHICKEN PROCESSING — ODOUR EMISSIONS — OSBORNE PARK 
Petition 

MR D.R. MICHAEL (Balcatta) [3.10 pm]: I have a petition that has been certified as conforming with the 
standing orders of the Legislative Assembly. It has 226 signatures and is couched in the following terms — 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of 
Western Australia in Parliament assembled. 



8408 [ASSEMBLY — Friday, 4 December 2020] 

 

We, the undersigned, say: 

• That regular offensive and nauseating odour emissions stemming from Ingham’s Enterprises 
Pty Ltd at 9 Baden Street in Osborne Park and Steggles Factory Outlet Ltd at 124 Howe Street 
in Osborne Park continue to cause a major nuisance to local residents in Osborne Park and 
Joondanna who are unable to keep windows open or spend time in their backyards; and 

• That this issue has continued unabated for many years without significant action by the 
owners of the facility nor relevant Government Departments; 

Now we ask the Legislative Assembly: 
To consider a resolution to this issue by — 

• Immediately having relevant Government Departments investigating this property and 
non-compliance with current licence conditions; 

• Ensuring any licence renewals have wide public consultation and strict conditions imposed 
to prevent odour emissions in the future; and 

• Encouraging the landowners to move to a more appropriate location, closer to their other 
operations and away from residential properties. 

[See petition 208.] 
FISH KILLS — JURIEN BAY MARINA 

Petition 
MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Nationals WA) [3.11 pm]: I have a petition signed by 
140 petitioners. It has been certified by the clerks as conforming to the standing orders and is couched in the 
following terms — 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of 
Western Australia in Parliament assembled. 
We, the undersigned, say toxic water quality in the Jurien Bay Marina has resulted in repeated fish 
kills since 1996, due to the buildup of decomposing sea grasses causing anoxic conditions. Monitoring 
of the marina area has indicated that a sea groyne is needed to remedy this problem. Now we ask the 
Legislative Assembly to call on the Government of Western Australia and the Minister for Transport to 
immediately take action and consider an engineering solution to prevent further fish kills. 

[See petition 209.] 
BILLS 
Assent 

Messages from the Governor received and read notifying assent to the following bills — 
1. COVID-19 Response Legislation Amendment (Extension of Expiring Provisions) Bill 2020. 
2. Environmental Protection Amendment Bill 2020. 
3. Environmental Protection Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2020. 
4. Appropriation (Recurrent 2020–21) Bill 2020. 
5. Appropriation (Capital 2020–21) Bill 2020. 
6. Mutual Recognition (Western Australia) Bill 2020. 

PAPERS TABLED 
Papers were tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house.  
“REPORT ON ELECTORATE ALLOWANCES AND MANAGEMENT OF ELECTORATE OFFICES” 

Correction — Statement by Speaker 
THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): I have received a letter dated 3 December 2020 from the Acting Commissioner 
of the Corruption and Crime Commission, requesting that an erratum be added to the commission’s “Report on 
electorate allowances and management of electorate offices”, which was tabled on 26 November 2020. The erratum 
corrects an error in the type of communication reported at paragraph 437 of the report, and also corrects the date 
of the communication in the supporting footnote. 
Under the provisions of standing order 156, I authorise the necessary corrections to be attached as an erratum to 
the tabled paper. 
[See paper 4044.] 
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“DEPARTMENT OF THE PREMIER AND CABINET ANNUAL REPORT 2019–20” 
Correction — Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): I have received a letter from the Premier requesting that an erratum be added 
to the “Department of the Premier and Cabinet Annual Report 2019–20”, which was tabled on 24 September 2020. 
The erratum addresses errors on pages 54 and 55 of the report relating to expenditure totals for market research. 
Under the provisions of standing order 156, I authorise the necessary corrections to be attached as an erratum to 
the tabled paper. 
[See paper 4045.] 

McGOWAN GOVERNMENT — JOB CREATION 
Removal of Order — Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): I inform members that in accordance with standing order 144A, the private 
members’ business order of the day 1, which appeared on the last notice paper as “Job Creating Projects”, has not 
been debated for more than 12 calendar months and has been removed from the notice paper. 

2021 STATE ELECTION 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) informed the Assembly that he was in receipt within the prescribed time of 
a letter from the Leader of the Opposition seeking to debate a matter of public interest. 
[In compliance with standing orders, at least five members rose in their places.] 
The SPEAKER: Members were a bit slow in the back line there! 
MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [3.18 pm]: Mr Speaker — 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Water, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I move — 

That this house notes the clear choice at the upcoming state election between a safer, smarter today for 
a better, brighter tomorrow under the Liberals as opposed to Labor’s cynical business-as-usual politics. 

Yesterday, the Liberal Party was pleased to announce an exciting new target for job creation in Western Australia, 
at a time when our state needs it most. We know that our state is the powerhouse of the national economy. The 
people of Western Australia deserve a bold and exciting vision for new local jobs, for small businesses, and for 
strong economic growth. Today we have found from the Premier and the government that only the Liberal Party 
is looking forward to the future. Clearly, the Labor Party will return to business as usual and will talk about the past 
so long as it is politically expeditious for it to do so. Only the Liberal Party will deliver a plan for an even stronger 
and brighter future for Western Australia. 
We know that the Labor Party has no plan for economic reform. That was evident a couple of days ago when the 
national accounts figures were released. They showed that Western Australia had the slowest gain of every state 
in the country, except for Victoria, which was in lockdown. We know that the Labor Party has no plan beyond the 
pandemic. The Labor Party continues to talk about what has happened with COVID-19 because it is the only thing 
it can turn to as a result of its four-year legacy in government. Things were terrible in Western Australia before 
COVID-19. 
Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: They were, absolutely, member for Kingsley. In the suburban shopping centres in the 
member’s district, before COVID-19 hit, shops were putting up “For Lease” signs because of the very dire situation 
in our state. Right across our suburban shopping centres, up and down the city malls and up and down Beaufort Street 
in the districts of the member for Perth and the member for Mount Lawley, “For Lease” signs were going up and 
the small businesses in those streets were suffering. We know that shops were closing in the Kalamunda village 
shopping centre in Haynes Street where that terrible member fails to represent his community. We know that the 
city centre of Joondalup was losing the vibrancy that once made it the great city of the north. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Before COVID-19, crime and out-of-control violence in Mandurah was wreaking havoc 
across our community. Then COVID-19 came along, and that is the only thing that this government can point to 
that it has managed to handle. Indeed, we in the Liberal Party recognise the state government’s effort, together 
with that of the national cabinet, in responding to COVID-19. Of course, the Liberal Party backs the Chief Health 
Officer’s advice. Of course, Liberal Party members want to make sure they look after all Western Australians so 
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that they can help keep them safe from COVID-19 in their communities and in their jobs. That is the key difference. 
When it comes to keeping people safe in their jobs, this Labor government has no plan beyond COVID-19. We 
know it has no plan because when it released its “Our Priorities: Sharing Prosperity” document, it made quite a big 
announcement that it had a jobs target. We have since found that the Labor Party’s plan for jobs is best described 
as “deferred indefinitely”. That is exactly what it reads now. As of yesterday, the government’s “Our Priorities: 
Sharing Prosperity” jobs target is now “deferred indefinitely”. That only seeks to reinforce the view in the community 
that this government has no plan beyond the pandemic. It has no capacity to accept that things are wrong in our state, 
which deserves a vision and a plan to help ensure that we address the concerns in the community. We know that 
right across metropolitan Perth and right across regional Western Australia, things are not going well out there. 
We heard today that in Broome, for example, it took an immense amount of media pressure before this government 
decided to do anything about it. It seems that when there is so much media pressure, the government gets around 
to trying to do something. However, it fails time and again to respond actively and give some comfort and certainty 
to the people of Western Australia. What does it do? It continues to talk about the past, with no eye to the future 
whatsoever. This government fails to accept that the people of Western Australia deserve a plan for the future. It 
has no plan. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Our plan is very clear, member for Bassendean. We will create 200 000 new jobs for the 
people of Western Australia as part of an ambitious target to make sure we return our economy to a point at which 
it is stronger than it ever was before. It is important that we try to provide certainty, direction and hope to the 
people of Western Australia instead of a government that leaves them with nothing but despair through a lack of 
vision right across our state. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: This government is found wanting when it comes to communities right across Western Australia. 
Ms J.J. Shaw interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Member for Swan Hills, we were in Ellenbrook a couple of days ago with our candidates, 
talking to small business owners, and we know absolutely that they are suffering in the state of Western Australia, 
yet this government has refused to ensure there is any safety net with the $10 000 small business grant that was 
offered up and that we see across other states and territories. 
Ms J.J. Shaw: You should be embarrassed! 
The SPEAKER: So should you, member for Swan Hills. Be quiet, please. I call you to order for the first time. We 
have a defibrillator in the chamber, because you are getting very excited, Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: We know that communities like that in the member for Swan Hills’ district are hurting, yet 
she stands shoulder to shoulder with this government in complete ignorance of what is happening in her community. 
Ms J.J. Shaw interjected. 
The SPEAKER: You were on two and that makes it three and I am on my feet. I will give you the benefit of the 
doubt, because I called you for only the first time before. Any more behaviour like that and you will be going 
home early. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Of course, we know that the member for Swan Hills is desperately trying to get onto the 
front bench. 
The SPEAKER: Through the Chair, please. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: We know that the member for Swan Hills is desperate to get onto the front bench and that 
she will continue to walk side by side — 
The SPEAKER: Through the Chair! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: — with a government that continues to ignore this community. 
The SPEAKER: You might think it is funny, Leader of the Opposition, but if you want to keep baiting members, 
I will let the interjections come and you can talk over the top of them. You have been here only for a while, but 
you should know better than that. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I cannot help it if, during the last 98 days of this government, some members opposite get 
excited at the prospect of becoming a minister one day. The reality is that as long as members of the government 
backbench continue to walk side by side with this cabinet, which ignores their communities, they will suffer in 
98 days’ time. That will be because there will be a clear contrast at the upcoming state election between this government 
and a party that has a plan for our economy and recognises that things could be better in our state and that there 
should be a hope, a vision and an aspiration for the people of Western Australia. They deserve certainty. They deserve 
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to be kept safe from skyrocketing crime rates in our regional centres, which we know were at record rates before 
COVID-19 came along. We know that they deserve a plan to respond to ambulance ramping in our community. 
We have the worst record for ambulance ramping ever seen and this government continues to fail to recognise that 
there is even a problem. The Premier gives many different excuses for what is occurring in our hospitals, when in 
reality it is a failure by this government to ensure that there is funding to open up every bed in every ward in every 
hospital in our state. That is exactly the problem that is confronting our health system in Western Australia. This 
government has no plan. This government has no vision. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Water, you will have a chance to talk later. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: This government continues to talk about what has happened historically, with no vision for 
the future, member for Bassendean. The member is part of the failure in cabinet because he did not try to ensure 
that this government looks to the future. He talks about the past. When he releases policies, they are half-baked. 
When asked, he cannot even answer basic questions about the provision of electric vehicle recharging stations. 
Once again, it is ridiculous that this government continues to release half-baked policies and to rush announcements 
such as that about the Peel Health Campus upgrades. It knows that there is a sentiment in the community that 
people want to see hope, aspiration and a plan for the future, but this government fails to deliver. This government 
has once again failed the people of Western Australia, and the contrast could not be clearer at the next state election. 
The Liberal Party will have a plan and the Labor Party will return to business as usual. Labor will continue to fail 
the people of Western Australia. It will be the Liberals that offer the people of Western Australia hope, aspiration 
and a plan for the future, because the people of WA, who have done the heavy lifting during the COVID pandemic, 
deserve no less. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr D.J. Kelly: You need to outline at least one new policy, and there wasn’t one in the whole lot. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Water, I will outline a policy. That is your second call to order. 
MS L. METTAM (Vasse — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.28 pm]: I rise in support of this worthy motion 
that has been put forward by the Leader of the Opposition and to highlight the cynical business-as-usual politics 
that we have seen from the McGowan Labor government, and I do so with a particular focus on regional WA. It 
has been highlighted that we certainly support the Chief Health Officer’s advice on COVID-19, given that it is his 
advice that has kept WA safe. It is important to remember some of the decisions that the McGowan government 
made in relation to regional WA before COVID-19 and when this government first came into office. In the name 
of so-called budget repair, the McGowan Labor government made a decision to make cruel cuts to regional education. 
That cruel decision meant the closure of Schools of the Air, Moora Residential College and 16 school camp sites, 
and 18 schools had funding for their gifted and talented programs cut by 25 per cent. It was only because of the 
federal government’s investment in Moora Residential College, as well as a significant and overwhelming campaign 
by the people of Western Australia, that those decisions were overturned. It was only because of the shame that was 
exposed by the people of Western Australia that those decisions were overturned. Fortunately, there was a rethink. 
Ms S. Winton interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I call you to order for the third time. 
Ms L. METTAM: More recently, we have seen this lack of support for regional education in relation to Derby District 
High School. It took a community campaign to see a $900 000 investment in that important district high school. 
That high school had significant asbestos issues. A broad community campaign is not the way to see important 
state government investment. The WA Liberals will be a government for all of Western Australia. We understand 
that supporting regional education and ensuring students do not have to leave their regional communities to be 
properly educated is a real priority. We will not just respond to bad media publicity in making important investments 
in regional education; we will also deliver lower taxes. 
Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister, I call you to order for the first time. 
Ms L. METTAM: The WA Liberals will also deliver — 
Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister, I call you to order for the second time. 
Ms L. METTAM: We support — 
The SPEAKER: Minister, I know you want to go home early but you’re not! I call you to order for the third time. 
Ms L. METTAM: We made Collie a SuperTown. 
Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Talk through the Chair; not to the other side. You are getting bad habits from your leader. 

Ms L. METTAM: There was also a $50 million investment in Coalfields Highway under a Liberal government. 
What did you do? 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Mick! 

Ms L. METTAM: Important transport infrastructure has been delivered under a federal Liberal government. 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

The SPEAKER: It is your last warning. I think the cup of tea is on now. Go out and have one, and then come back! 

Ms L. METTAM: The WA Liberals also support lower taxes. The McGowan Labor government — 

Mr S.A. Millman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: And one for you too, Mount Lawley. 

Mr S.A. Millman: Thank you. I’m a late starter! 

Mr P.A. Katsambanis: Here come the bullies! 

The SPEAKER: Don’t you talk on that side. I got bullied for years. 

Ms L. METTAM: The McGowan Labor government has certainly talked up the iron ore industry. It is an industry 
that we well and truly support. It is important to recognise that the iron ore sector has supported this state with 
$6 billion of investment in this term of government, but what about marginal mining industries? This Labor 
government has also been responsible for trying to tax the gold industry sector not once, but twice, through an 
increase to gold royalties; an impact that, according to the Chamber of Minerals and Energy, would have resulted 
in the loss of about 3 000 jobs. It was great to be in Kalgoorlie recently with the member for Kalgoorlie to visit 
the Super Pit. After 31 years, it is fantastic to see that the Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines Super Pit is now 
100 per cent Australian owned. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: Under us. 

Ms L. METTAM: It is thanks to the support of the Liberals and the Nationals, who blocked the legislation proposed 
by the WA Labor government. This government has been obsessed with taxing the Western Australian people. 

The WA Liberals also support local policing. In my area, the electorate of Vasse, we have seen the number of 
youth crime intervention officers in the south west region dwindle from four officers to just one officer. There is 
one youth crime intervention officer, who is stretched throughout the whole region. In 2017, there were 24 officers 
and there are 24 officers now. It is a shame on this government that it took a report in The West Australian to 
highlight crime concerns in Broome. Harold Tracey, the president of the Shire of Broome, highlighted that the 
only time the McGowan government gives any attention to that area is when it is trying to promote its own tourism 
policies as opposed to addressing the real concerns around crime in the area. 

The McGowan government has quite clearly dropped the ball in the agriculture area. Three hundred workers falls 
well short of the 7 000 workers required to really support that industry. The big concern is the impact that will 
have on fresh food prices in the lead-up to Christmas. 

The WA Liberals also support lower pressure on household fees and charges. We support regional WA and our 
farmers as well. Other members would like to speak, so I will leave my comments there. 

MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [3.36 pm]: I rise to speak on this motion today. As I have often said, it does 
not pleasure me to get up and speak on these motions. I want the same type of government that every Western Australian 
wants—that is, a good government that looks after the interests of the people of Western Australia. Instead, we 
have to suffer through an extraordinarily cynical government that just does its typical business-as-usual politics and 
smirks arrogantly as it does it. We saw another demonstration of that in question time today. We asked the Premier 
about out-of-control crime in Broome and why no ministers had accepted the invitation of the Broome community 
and the Shire of Broome to go to Broome and speak at a community safety and crime forum that was being organised 
by the shire. No minister had accepted that invitation. It was causing significant negative media attention for the 
government, so the Premier quietly told us in question time that the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs would go. Okay. 
That is great. 

Mr R.H. Cook: That’s a bad thing? 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: That is great, but two days ago, no minister had accepted the invitation to go. When 
we challenged the Premier on why it took such negative media attention to get there, he pivoted to, of all things, 
Hillarys Primary School. That is the cynicism and business-as-usual politics we are talking about. I have spoken 
about Hillarys Primary School in this place at least 15 times. It is probably about 20 times now. 
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The SPEAKER: Member, are we not talking about something different from this? 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: It is cynical business-as-usual politics. 

The SPEAKER: You were just saying that the Premier brought it up, but you brought it up yourself. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: I did not bring it here today, Mr Speaker. I did not even raise it. The Premier raised it. 

The SPEAKER: You just did! 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: Okay. It is because it is an example of cynical business-as-usual politics. I have raised 
it about 20 times in this place now and I have written to the minister. I have had significant attention placed on it. 
It took a ceiling collapse to get attention and even then it was not included in the budget. However, one day, the 
Premier decided to find the road to Hillarys. I must have bored him witless by raising it again and again in this 
place. He finally found the road to Hillarys, but he did not offer a financial commitment in the budget. He took the 
local candidate there. He threw away all convention for education ministers. He has been an education minister, 
so he knows that if a government announcement is going to be made, the local member is invited. All education 
ministers do that as a matter of course. But it was not a government announcement; it was a political promise about 
the future. When challenged by the media about where it was in the budget, the government said it would put it 
somewhere in the midyear review. It is just a cynical response to negative media. 

The Minister for Police came in here today and talked about an extraordinarily worthy thing: police compensation. 
There is a bipartisan commitment to police compensation, but the same Minister for Police, who I believe has the 
right intentions and interests at heart, made exactly the same promise that she made last week at the police union 
conference that she made in the lead-up to the last election when she was shadow Minister for Police. No legislation 
has been tabled and, again, there has been no provision for it in the budget released a month and a half ago. This 
is a recycling of a promise made four years ago. Unfortunately, that is cynical, but it follows other cynical 
announcements made again and again in the police portfolio. We saw the need for a new police station at 
Fremantle. Again, it took the firebombing of police cars, which cannot be parked securely in Fremantle but are 
parked on the street, and the negative media attention on that for the government to eventually announce that it 
will build a police station. We have not seen it yet, but hopefully we will see it sooner rather than later. It is needed. 

Look at the operation conducted last summer in Northbridge and the CBD; it will be repeated again today. After 
significant media attention about there not being enough police in Northbridge and the Perth CBD, particularly on 
weekends, this government, which had not put enough police out on the street to cope with rising crime and 
violence in Northbridge and Perth CBD, announced a policy to give more overtime to police—to ask overworked 
police officers to work even harder. That is what it does. It did that and that will be done again. But it was an 
admission that the government had not put enough police on the beat when it should have. It has taken until just 
before the next election for the government to finally announce the appointment of 800 new police officers—
during COVID it announced the appointment of another 150 officers. That is very welcomed by the community, 
but it should have been done in 2017. If the Premier had done it in 2017, he would not have to play catch-up now, 
the community would not have to suffer and police officers, who are overworked and overstretched, would not be 
asked to do more and more overtime until they snap, break and leave the force, leaving the government with the 
same problem it had when it started. 

It is not good enough. It is cynical and the public of Western Australia deserves better. It deserves the safety that 
no politician can really give us, but the Chief Health Officer, following advice, can. The public also deserves 
a better and brighter tomorrow, not a cynical tomorrow that will be based on what media opportunities the Premier 
and his ministers can get. It will be based on what the public actually needs at the time that it needs it, not at the 
time that it is causing the government a problem in the media. The sooner that the Liberal Party is returned to 
government and can offer that better and brighter tomorrow to people, and we can throw away the cynical politics 
of the past, the better our community, all Western Australians, are going to be. 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [3.42 pm]: The McGowan Labor government has turned its back on the community 
services sector like no other government has in the history of this state. I am going to put a couple of examples on 
the table. On the evening of Thursday, 26 November, the peak body representing homeless and vulnerable people 
in WA, Shelter WA, celebrated 40 years in existence. Hundreds of people were there, including people from the 
Western Australian Council of Social Service, Anglicare, the WA Alliance to End Homelessness and all the member 
organisations, to acknowledge 40 years of hard work by Shelter WA. I was at that event, but not one member of 
the Labor Party showed up. The Minister for Housing and the Minister for Community Services were not there. 
They could not even send a backbencher. That is the disdain that this government has for Shelter WA, which was 
acknowledging 40 years of working with the most vulnerable people in Western Australia: the homeless, domestic 
violence victims and people with mental health issues. The Labor Party could not show up to even show a bit of 
respect to all the community services organisations. 

On 25 November, there was a rally at the front of Parliament House. Dozens of people came from tent city in 
East Perth. It was the first time in the history of this Parliament that a rally has been held by homeless people saying, 
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“We need help. Can you give us a home? Can you give us any support?” Guess what? No-one from the Labor Party 
could be bothered to come out to meet those people at the steps of Parliament House to give them any level of 
hope or support. 
When there was a vigil for the unfortunate suicide of Annaliesse Ugle in tragic circumstances—even today I talk 
to advocates working with the family who say that the family is still being ignored by the government and has not 
been given housing—we listened to the stories, but, again, no-one from the Labor Party came out to face the crowd 
that was there. The Liberals were all there on every occasion. We have always been out there to support the most 
vulnerable people in Western Australia, unlike the Labor Party, which talks about these things but does nothing 
about them. 
In December 2019, the community services sector was running a campaign against this government because the 
government had ignored the most vulnerable people in Western Australia and it ignored the community services 
sector, and it continues to do nothing. All we have had from this government since it was elected are promises to do 
things but it has not delivered on anything. It has not delivered on the Housing First initiative or the Common Ground 
facilities or dealt with the tent cities that are growing at an alarming rate. I have no doubt that between now and the 
March election more tent cities will pop up and that just as with the tent cities that have popped up in Rockingham 
and East Perth, the Labor Party will not show up to any other tent city that pops up with vulnerable people. Members 
of the Labor Party will not meet and talk to those people. I know that no-one from the Labor Party has been to 
East Perth to talk to the vulnerable people there to see what help they need. It is absolutely appalling. I cannot 
believe the way the government has turned its back on the most vulnerable people in Western Australia and on the 
community services sector; government members should be ashamed of themselves. 
MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Nationals WA) [3.46 pm]: I want to talk very briefly on this 
matter of public interest that has been put forward by the Leader of the Opposition. I note that the motion does not 
actually refer anywhere to the Nationals WA. I point out and remind the house and the people of Western Australia 
that it is the regions of this state that generate the wealth of the state and it is the Nationals that have the wellbeing 
and the advancement of the people in the regions at the very forefront. Although I may agree with some parts of 
the motion, I point out that there is a slight deficiency with it because it does not refer to the most vital element in 
the representation of regional Western Australia, that being the Nationals. 
Today in question time I asked the Premier whether he would commit to returning $2.7 billion that we have seen 
siphoned out of the royalties for regions program over the forward estimates. In spite of the rhetoric that we heard 
about the government’s support for the royalties for regions program, we know that the Premier did not commit to 
restoring that funding to the royalties for regions program. Instead, that funding is going to providing for the 
everyday, though vital, expenditure such as the country water subsidy, providing teacher assistants and running 
national parks et cetera. These are important things, but they are not what royalties for regions was put in place 
for. Because of those substitutions and the ability to allow the money to flow back into Treasury’s coffers when it 
hits a cap, the government is directing $2.7 billion of what should be spent under the royalties for regions program 
to consolidated revenue to pay for programs, as we know, in the metropolitan area, which, of course, is the focus 
of the government at the moment. 
I remind everybody in the house of section 4 of the Royalties for Regions Act 2009, which defines the object of 
the act — 

… to promote and facilitate economic, business and social development in regional Western Australia 
through the operation of the Fund. 

The royalties for regions program was developed by the National Party. The people in the regions of 
Western Australia know that safeguarding that program is at the very core of the National Party. We want both 
city-based parties to outline their commitment to royalties for regions. Will they in fact return the $2.7 billion that 
has been siphoned off over the forward estimates to the program to enable the further development of regional 
Western Australia? Will they focus on a regional development program that is non-negotiable for us in forming 
government with anybody? It is fundamental to the Nationals that the restoration of royalties for regions takes place 
and that the full 25 per cent of the program be reinvested back into the regions for the benefit of the regions so that 
Western Australians throughout the state can continue to enjoy hope for the future and have a program for their 
development, just like people in the Metronet area are getting in Perth.  
MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [3.50 pm]: The government will not support the motion, but 
I just want to be clear about a range of things. When the Labor government came to office we had an important 
program of initiatives to put in place, and that is what we have done. One of the first things we had to do was to 
get the state’s finances back on a level playing field and get ourselves back into a surplus position. We delivered 
the first surplus in years in 2018. It obviously took an enormous effort to get the state back into that position of 
once again being in surplus, but by doing so, we created an environment in which we could respond to the crisis 
that befell the state earlier this year. Had we not done that—had we not taken the steps that we took to get the state 
back into a good financial position—we would not have been able to respond to that crisis in the way that we did. 
Getting the state back into that position was a very important part of our first three years in office. 
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We did a whole range of other things that I want to take the house through, because it is important that people 
understand that the government has undertaken numerous initiatives, in a financially responsible way, to ensure 
that Western Australia is well set up for the future. I worked with Senator Cormann and Prime Minister Turnbull to 
secure the GST deal for Western Australia. It had been talked about for 20 years, and we secured that arrangement. 
Now, the Liberal government in New South Wales is trying to unwind it. The most powerful division of the 
Liberal Party is trying to unwind that deal! The GST deal was very important for the future of our state. It only 
ever gets us back 70¢ or 75¢ of every dollar we put in, but it is still far better than the arrangement put in place 
between the federal and state Liberal governments back in 1999. 

We are delivering our Metronet program. I was with Minister Saffioti this morning at one of the important projects, 
the Thornlie–Cockburn Link. There is massive construction underway, and we are fixing a whole bunch of the 
road bottlenecks through that area. Yesterday, I was in the south west, in Bunbury, for a huge, important Bunbury 
waterfront project, again with the Minister for Transport. We are delivering infrastructure in the city and in the 
regions and creating jobs. 

We said we would bring rail manufacturing back to Western Australia and we have. Go to Midland, there it is—
rail manufacturing. It is back in Western Australia. It was opposed by the Liberal Party, and no doubt that will get 
some reference in coming months. That was an important initiative of this government. 

We put $934 million into social and affordable housing. We cut TAFE fees for 180 courses, provided 15 free short 
courses and announced a major investment program to do up TAFEs around the state. We have undertaken historic 
economic and planning reform—the biggest liquor licensing reforms for 14 years, environmental process reforms, 
strata reforms, on-demand transport reforms and energy reforms. We cut payroll tax. There has been an unprecedented 
investment to secure defence work for our state. 

We secured the biggest federal investment in regional roads in history. We know that people are objecting to those 
projects. The Nationals WA are objecting to our efforts to improve regional roads all over Western Australia. 
Again, in Bunbury, there is the Bunbury Outer Ring Road. There is the Albany ring-road. There are the works 
to South Coast Highway and the Karratha–Tom Price road. They are all regional road safety initiatives that we 
took to the commonwealth and got funded—we got commonwealth money. We took commonwealth money 
that was going to be spent in the city and we spent it in the regions. We think that should happen in the future 
as well. 

As I said, there are major investments in the defence industry. This industry was ignored by past governments in 
Western Australia for years. There has been major investment in defence. We now have a defence industry minister 
and Defence West. These are the initiatives we are taking to get work into Western Australia, including on the 
Collins-class submarines.  

In the public sector, we have established the conversion to permanency program so that, each year, people who 
are on contracts can convert to permanency and be given the opportunity of secure work. We have also brought 
a range of services back in-house. We have established drug rehabilitation prisons. That has never been done 
before anywhere in Australia. We have done it. We established Infrastructure WA, invested in Trade WA and 
convened the LNG jobs task force. We brought construction of the Matagarup Bridge back from Malaysia—it 
is a shining example of Western Australian ingenuity. We secured the Perth City deal. Out of that, we are going 
to see some major investment in educational and other infrastructure around the city that will create a huge number 
of jobs.  

We have overhauled government procurement so that we maximise Western Australian jobs out of government 
contracts. We are delivering over 1 100 new police officers for Western Australia. That is the biggest injection of 
new police officers in the history of the state. We kept royalties for regions, despite the continuing complaints by 
the National Party. There is ongoing planning for Westport. We stopped the Roe 8 project and ensured that the 
commonwealth money that was going into that project went to other projects around the city. People can drive 
around the city and see those projects everywhere—in Forrestfield and Wanneroo and also in the regions. All of 
the money that was going to be spent in the city will be spent on regional projects as well. 

We think that making regional roads safer is one of the most important things we can do to save lives in regional WA. 
Bussell Highway is being dualled under this government. That has been talked about forever; we are getting on 
and doing it. People will not know that their lives were saved by that initiative, but it will save lives. The future 
health research and innovation fund is a magnificent program and we will create more medical research jobs in 
Western Australia through that initiative. This government has reduced the number of government departments by 
40 per cent and reduced the size of the senior executive service. We introduced and stuck to a wages policy. As 
hard as that is, it has allowed our state to get back onto a proper, positive financial footing. We actually brought in 
legislation that froze the wages of politicians, judges and senior public servants for four years in order to set an 
example. We have reduced privatisation in prisons, hospitals and essential services. We have introduced the container 
deposit scheme, which is operating as we speak. That is an enormously successful program that will reduce waste 
across the state. We have banned single-use plastic bags and delivered a new museum. 
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When it comes to legislation, the model for our voluntary assisted dying laws is the best in Australia. I note that 
other states are now looking at the Western Australian model. It is a better model than the Victorian model. Against 
all sorts of opposition, we brought it in. I know there were people here on all sides who did not like that bill, but 
we passed important legislation that will come into effect next year and provide relief for people in their last months 
of life who are dying in pain. We removed the statute of limitations for child sexual abuse and brought in industrial 
manslaughter and no body, no parole laws. We increased sentences for meth traffickers. We expunged historical 
homosexual convictions. We introduced revenge porn laws, reformed dangerous sex offender laws and terrorism 
legislation, and worked with the commonwealth to ensure that we gave police the appropriate powers there. We 
provided medical retirement for police officers and have made the largest reforms to family and domestic violence 
legislation in history, amongst other things. 
In the last two weeks, ministers have been working. We have actually been governing. I just looked through my 
diary for the last two weeks, because we do so much that it is hard to remember everything. In the last two weeks, 
I announced a new primary school in Hillarys, which will be funded in the midyear review. The money will be 
there in the midyear review for a new primary school in Hillarys. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr S.J. Price): Member for Hillarys! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am so pleased that Caitlin Collins worked so hard for that commitment. I announced a model 
for police workers’ compensation at the Western Australian Police Union conference. We came up with a model 
that was agreed to by the police union. People can say, “That was easy”, but it was not an easy thing to achieve. Not 
only was it agreed to, but also all the police officers at the conference stood up and clapped when we announced the 
model. For the first time ever, our police will have police workers’ comp. These are just the public announcements 
I have made in the last two weeks. Ministers have done a whole range of other things as well. We announced 
the police workers’ compensation scheme and the Hillarys Primary School. We started work on the bridge over 
Ranford Road as part of the Thornlie–Cockburn Link, we opened Jetty Road at the Bunbury outer harbour and 
announced further plans for that area, and we passed wheel-clamping legislation, which will commence on 
14 December. We also announced natural resource management grants for the midwest.  
I had a great time up in the midwest with Lara Dalton. What a great candidate she is. We announced our climate 
policy on Monday, maligned by the Liberal Party, but we all know that the Liberal Party does not think that climate 
change is real. We announced a climate policy that is practical, sensible and achievable. It will do a range of things 
to reduce emissions and assist people to do their bit. On the weekend, we announced a new Peel Health Campus 
in Mandurah. We announced new medium-density laws as part of the Byford rail extension. The Minister for 
Transport and I were down there announcing road initiatives and the new rail line into Byford, which was again 
opposed by the local member for Darling Range.  
We will continue to fund Operation Heat Shield by expanding overtime for police officers, which, in my experience, 
is welcomed by police officers. As we know, this initiative works over the hot summer months, when there is more 
activity. The Minister for Lands and I, the member for Burns Beach and the member for Kingsley, I think, were in 
Ocean Reef announcing that work will start on the Ocean Reef marina. It is a massive job-generating project in 
Ocean Reef. It encountered a great deal of opposition, but it is a great project that will create an enormous number 
of jobs and bring activity, life and vitality to the northern suburbs. 
I opened the new Museum a couple of weekends ago. I want to congratulate the Minister for Culture and the Arts 
for all his work. I remember the meetings we had early on in government about settling on the design and funding 
the project, which we did. We delivered it over the last three years. I think it is the most magnificent public building 
in Australia. It is open for all Western Australians, all Australians and all international tourists to visit and enjoy. 
On top of that, we announced major upgrades to TAFEs, including yesterday’s announcement of a beauty 
therapy course in Mandurah. The member for Mandurah was there being pampered. He was being taken care of. 
He was in his element. He was loving it. He is looking much more youthful now! He was having an in-depth 
discussion about nasal and ear hair with the ladies there, and he came out looking great. It was terrific. We announced 
$15 million worth of improvements in hospitality, cookery, beauty therapy, hairdressing and the like at the Mandurah 
TAFE campus. 
In the meantime, over the last two weeks, the Minister for Health and I announced the implementation of QR codes 
and contact registers and how they will work and be rolled out. We also announced details of the new controlled 
border, amongst numerous other things relating to the COVID pandemic. 
In the meantime, the Liberal Party announced a slogan, and that was it. There was no detail and no policies. The 
Liberal Party does not have detail, policies or a shadow cabinet. We are three months out from an election. I have said 
what I have been doing over the last two weeks. On the other hand, the Liberal Party announced a one-phrase slogan 
with no policies underneath it, no-one has been appointed to important positions and it has lost important members 
of its shadow cabinet. Clearly, this government will keep Western Australia safe and strong. The Liberal Party is 
risky, inexperienced and not ready for government.  
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MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [4.04 pm]: It is really hard to know where to start, is it 
not, members? I will quote my dear friend the former member for Bunbury, who said in this place, “Dear, oh dear, 
oh dear.” Just when we thought it could not get worse, here we are today! All I can say, members, is that in hindsight, 
the members for Scarborough and Nedlands were not too bad. It is really hard to explain today’s performance by the 
Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. The opposition’s slogan is a cryptic crossword. 
Does anyone actually understand what the slogan means? I am not good at cryptic crosswords, but can anyone explain 
to me what it means? During their half-hour contribution, the Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader of 
the Opposition kept saying that they are looking to the future, but yet again I did not hear them mention any policies. 
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition talked about 2017. The Leader of the Opposition said that the Liberal Party 
is looking to the future, but all he did was talk about the past. My view is this: if people want the leadership, they 
have to prepare for it. My 10-year-old daughter was going for the position of student rep councillor. She wanted 
the job. I said, “You have to prepare for it, Grace. Preparation is everything. If you want it, you’ve got to prepare. 
You’ve got to know why you want it.” She prepared, she got it and she executed.  
Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes, now she is running the school! She did very well this morning, but I will not harp on that.  
The member for Dawesville wanted the job of Leader of the Opposition. It has been 11 days—it is probably more 
like 14 or 15 days—since the member for Dawesville was told by the powerbrokers that he had the job. We know 
that the two powerbrokers in the upper house make the decisions in the Liberal Party. The member for Dawesville 
knew for 12 or 14 days and what has he got? He has got a bus, a hashtag and a hat! That is all he has, yet he wants 
to talk about cynical politics. I watch Veep. Sometimes it is cringe-worthy and makes me feel uncomfortable, but 
I watch it anyway. That is how I felt when I was coming back from Bunbury after making yet another significant 
regional announcement. I watched a bit of the press conference. It was cringe-worthy, but I wanted to watch it. 
I saw what a train wreck you guys are. They rocked up to a shopping centre and said, “We’re going to create 
200 000 jobs.” What is the opposition going to do? It has its slogan of economically diversified infrastructure. I do 
not know what that is.  
I look forward to the Liberal Party’s policy on economically diversified infrastructure because I am not really quite 
sure what that is. The Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition stood there and said that 
they were going to create 200 000 jobs. I heard some of the questions they were asked, such as “What are you 
going to do?” They replied, “We’re going to do stuff but it’s going to be better than them.” The Liberal Party is 
going to spend more, tax less and charge less while running surpluses! It is pretending to be all things to all people. 
It will say anything and do anything. The shallowness is there to see. Members opposite may come into this 
chamber and call us arrogant, but I am glad they have a bus to carry the egos of the Leader of the Opposition and 
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. The arrogance that they are trying to sell to the Western Australian public is 
breathtaking. They rocked up to a shopping centre and said, “We’re going to deliver 200 000 jobs. We can’t tell 
you where or how, but we know we will be better than them.” They said they are looking to the future but all they 
have done today is talk about the past. They said that the government does not have a plan. We have got a plan 
and the plan is working.  
As for their comments about the economy—you have got to be kidding me! I think they are living in a parallel 
universe. Retail is going strong and today’s numbers support that. Retail spending is up 15.7 per cent compared 
with 2019 and spending is up 4.7 per cent since March. In our hospitality sector, a record $321.8 million was spent 
in Western Australian cafes and restaurants in October. Has anyone here tried to book accommodation for the next 
eight or nine months? It is very, very difficult. The whole idea that somehow everyone is upset with this government 
is completely false. It was clear in question time today that the same person who was doing parliamentary strategy 
before today was doing it today, because the questions were just as pathetic. 
I want to quickly highlight some of the exciting things that this government is doing. Our plans are there to see, 
whether it is in renewables or whether it is in manufacturing. Railcar manufacturing has come into Western Australia. 
That is an industry—a hi-tech industry, actually—that the opposition said was from a bygone era. We have a plan 
to do more in WA in defence, shipbuilding and tourism. 
Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cottesloe! You have not made a contribution today except to interject. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I am glad the member for Cottesloe spoke up. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It was something about an ad in the paper. 
I want to talk about planning reform. The opposition says it is going to do economic reform, but it cannot tell us what. 
When the opposition talks economic reform, it talks privatisation and outsourcing. That is all it does. The Opposition 
has never done anything else. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 
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Ms R. SAFFIOTI: What sort of economic reform is the member talking about? 

Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Opposition would have to say a lot. It does not know what economic reform it is going to 
do. When the opposition talks economic reform, it talks privatisation and outsourcing. That is all it does. When 
we talk economic reform, we talk about things like planning reform. I go to the member for Cottesloe. He opposed 
it. He called it corrupt. That is what he did. 

Mr M. McGowan: He then turns up at major projects. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: That is right! 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Treasurer! 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: My apologies. 

The SPEAKER: Are you in your seat? I cannot tell. I can hear your voice from that seat. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: He is there drinking the champagne and eating the canapés. That is what the member for Cottesloe 
does. He is out in the local papers, calling me whatever — 

Dr D.J. Honey: I have always supported One Subiaco. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I really hope the member for Cottesloe becomes shadow Treasurer; I really do. I have my 
money on him to be shadow Treasurer. 

I know that my good friend the Minister for Health wants to contribute. I have not even outlined Metronet and all 
the other projects. The Forrestfield–Airport Link is near completion. The Thornlie–Cockburn Link is a project that 
the Opposition talked about. Remember what the former member for Southern River said? He said, “We can’t 
deliver that now, because my seat’s too safe.” Remember the Yanchep rail line? According to the Liberal Party, 
no-one lives in Yanchep. That is why it opposed it. The Byford rail is underway. The Liberal Party said, “It’s too 
hard. We can’t deliver it.” The member for Darling Range campaigned against the Byford rail. Honestly, our dreams 
do come true, members, when the member for Darling Range campaigns against the Byford rail. She wants it not 
to happen. 

We are delivering the Denny Avenue project. The level crossing removal through Victoria Park is opposed by the 
opposition. Opposition members were out there, with a couple of the opponents, saying it is a terrible project. The 
new Mandurah rail station is underway. The Morley–Ellenbrook line is underway. The Liberal Party lied to the 
community of Ellenbrook about that project. I am sure that when the Leader of the Opposition was out there with 
the candidate for Swan Hills, my good friend Rod Henderson, the public was swarming to him! I think he has lost 
18 elections. Is that right, member for Midland? Of course, his new-found friend, the candidate for Wanneroo, will 
be up there too! 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It is very true that it will be a better, brighter tomorrow. 

Ms S.E. Winton interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, you are on three. Treasurer, you are not in your seat. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I thought it could not get worse. It has. We look forward to the Liberal Party’s privatisation 
plan. We look forward to the Liberal–National Party divide and the financial mess that the Liberal–National Party 
will deliver. The fact is that under Labor, the budget is in the black. Our economy is growing strongly. The Premier 
and the Minister for Health have managed the pandemic in such a way that our government has kept WA safe 
and strong. 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [4.14 pm]: We have been criticised today for being cynics 
and being cynical. Cynicism is the expectation that a party can get into government simply by having a slogan and 
no policies. It is the expectation that members of a party can so vastly underestimate the intelligence of the 
electorate that—looking as lost as they did at yesterday’s press conference in the middle of a shopping centre—
they believe they can slip into government, unnoticed, without a policy. To suggest that the process of fixing the 
state’s finances, standing up the economy, protecting Western Australians during a global pandemic and now seeing 
the economy respond and come back more strongly than before is simply a business-as-usual approach to government 
is, quite frankly, pathetic. The verbal diarrhoea that comes from those opposite simply repeats a catchphrase time 
and again in the vain hope that somehow it will become true, but it is not. 

The fact is that the people of Western Australia are now enjoying a level of prosperity because we kept them safe 
during the global pandemic. Now more than ever before the people of Western Australia understand that they are 
on team WA. It is why the Premier and I are constantly approached by people in the community who say, “Don’t tear 
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down the borders; we’re doing so well as a state, let’s keep it up.” The fact is that not everyone is on team WA because 
someone is on team Palmer, and it is those opposite. We will continue to remind the people of Western Australia 
what members opposite did at our time of greatest crisis. When we needed everyone to be united and when we 
needed everyone to get behind the community effort to keep us safe, someone, starting with Christian Porter, backed 
up by those opposite, was trying tear down our borders and undermine the very thing that makes us so successful 
to date. The Leader of the Opposition will be reminded about that time and again because that is his record. He 
cannot escape that, but what is even more appalling is that he is trying to not only escape his past but also elude 
his future; that is, he is not coming to this place with a single idea about where he will take this state. He described 
us as having business-as-usual government. If cynical business-as-usual government is about an extra 1 100 police 
officers; revolutionising our schools around STEM; the biggest transformation of our public transport system this 
state has ever seen; the city deal that will transform our cityscape; the major redevelopment of hospitals in Bunbury, 
Joondalup and Peel; a digital revolution of our healthcare system; a defence industry strategy for creating jobs 
within Western Australia; bringing back rail manufacturing jobs into WA; a bright future around electric vehicles 
and the Kwinana big battery; and a massive spend on social housing, I will take it any day. I think that is what the 
Leader of the Opposition will find the people of Western Australia will say to him. They will remember that members 
opposite tried to tear down our borders. They will remember what they did with Clive Palmer; they backed him 
all the way to the Federal and High Courts. They will remember how members opposite tried to sneakily get into 
government without a single policy. That is cynicism and that is an insult to the people of Western Australia. 
We are stopping privatisation and we are reversing privatisation wherever we can do so. We are creating jobs. We 
are providing opportunity. That is the hope that the opposition can only aspire to and that is the hope and positivity 
that the people of Western Australia are feeding on now because we are keeping them safe and we will keep this 
state strong, and that can only be done by the McGowan Labor government. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken with the following result — 

Ayes (9) 

Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Mr D.C. Nalder  
Dr D.J. Honey Mr W.R. Marmion Mr K.M. O’Donnell  
Mr P.A. Katsambanis Ms L. Mettam Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller)  

 

Noes (31) 

Dr A.D. Buti Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr R.H. Cook Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr S.A. Millman Ms C.M. Rowe Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr Y. Mubarakai Ms R. Saffioti Ms S.E. Winton 
Mr M. Hughes Mrs L.M. O’Malley Ms A. Sanderson Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Ms J.J. Shaw Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Mr D.J. Kelly Mr S.J. Price Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski  

            
Pairs 

Mr P.J. Rundle Ms J. Farrer 
Mr V.A. Catania Mr K.J.J. Michel 
Mr D.T. Redman Mr D.T. Punch 
Ms M.J. Davies Ms E.L. Hamilton 
Mr J.E. McGrath Ms L.L. Baker 
Mrs A.K. Hayden Mr M.P. Murray 

Question thus negatived. 

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — VALEDICTORY SPEECHES 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [4.23 pm] — without notice: I move — 
That so much of the standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the member for Mirrabooka 
and the member for Bateman to make valedictory speeches forthwith of not more than 30 minutes each. 

MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [4.23 pm]: On behalf of the opposition, I rise to support this motion and 
obviously wish both retiring members all the very best in the future. 
The SPEAKER: Members, as this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will need the support 
of an absolute majority in order to succeed. If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be required to divide the Assembly. 
Question put and passed with an absolute majority.  
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VALEDICTORY SPEECHES 

Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [4.26 pm]: I really appreciate the opportunity to give my valedictory speech. 
Given my late decision to not recontest, and after a bit of pressure from some of my colleagues, I feel very 
appreciative that they made me stand here today to say goodbye to you all. I recognise the traditional owners of 
the land on which we meet, the Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation, and their elders past and present. It is with 
a great sense of pride that during the 12 years I have sat in this place, the First Nation people have been recognised 
in the WA Constitution. That is something that we have done while I have been here. Recognition of the First Nation 
people now leads the opening of the house each day. I congratulate the Speaker for that legacy. That is a great 
legacy to be leaving this place with. 

In government, Labor has delivered many landmark native title settlements and land use agreements. There is so 
much further to go in reconciling our past, and truth-telling. I thank the Noongar and other Aboriginal people in 
Mirrabooka, particularly elders such as Doolan Leisha Eatts and Walter Eatts, for working with me in our area to 
make grassroots changes to honour the history of our country. It has been an honour and a privilege to represent 
the rich and diverse electorate of Mirrabooka. I was lucky enough to follow in the footsteps of the late John Kobelke, 
and of Margaret Quirk. Along with many other members of Parliament, they have provided great support and 
inspired me in how I undertook the most privileged job in my life. 

The Mirrabooka electorate reflects the multi-faith and varied national and cultural heritage that has always made 
up the story of settlement in Australia. Australia reflects our globalised world, interconnected through not just 
technology, but also people. Globalisation cannot be just about trade. The diaspora in Australia want an effective 
avenue to contribute to Australia’s foreign and other policies, particularly when there are injustices and conflict in 
their country of origin. For example, the Indian community, particularly the Sikh community I have worked with, 
want to be able to voice their concerns about the impact of recent legislative changes on Indian farmers. They are 
concerned that given 86 per cent of India’s farmland is held by small landholders who own less than two hectares, 
the protections of their standard of living are at risk and will be subject to predatory corporatisation with the 
removal of the minimum price. We all know that we like to set a minimum wage. We all think that that is an 
important thing and we need to uphold that throughout the world. With this in mind, I commend the tenth report 
of the Economics and Industry Standing Committee titled “Turning to India: Investing in our Future”, and 
recommendation 6, which includes active engagement of the Indian diaspora. I urge a future state government to 
adopt its recommendation for not only the Indian but also other communities. 

With some 52 per cent of people in Australia born overseas and 60 per cent speaking a language other than English in 
their home, Mirrabooka constituents paint a picture of modern Australia. Based on the ABC’s 2019 “Australia Talks 
Survey”, the key element of being Australian was in respecting institutions and laws. It is clear to me that people 
who were either born in Australia or came here as migrants—be it skilled, students or seeking refuge—want the 
right to belong and to be treated equally by the laws and those government institutions that uphold them. In sharing 
democratic beliefs, respecting rights and liberties, and upholding and obeying laws—the pledge made at citizenship—
all Australians seek a life of dignity and pride and one without prejudice based on race and religion. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has certainly reinforced the catchphrase “We’re all in this together”, which is similar to 
the saying “A fair go for all”. But for that to be a reality, it needs to be reflected in our institutions and in our 
leadership with support and commitment. In particular, it needs to be reflected in our equal opportunity legislation. 
The 1984 legislation no longer reflects what is needed to ensure our community responds to discrimination, in 
particular racism and intolerance. 

On a positive note, the multicultural framework introduced this year and based on the multicultural charter is 
a document that I am proud to have worked on with the multicultural advisory group. Of particular note is the great 
work of Said Padshah; Maria Osman; Iqbal Samnakay; Zang Ye, or Edward; and Helen Maddocks. Although 
COVID-19 has delayed some of this great work, I urge all government departments to embrace this framework as 
a guide to the innovation that diversity will bring to our institutions. That success is the experience of Kaleidoscope, 
the workplace program for newcomers, in which both participants and employers have had great experiences. It is 
another great initiative I was honoured to be part of. I thank the City of Stirling for its innovation. 

I truly want to thank all the people of the electorate of Mirrabooka—those who live there, those who work there, 
and those who have lived there—who have all embraced the spirit of the place in their hearts, including myself. 
I sing the praises of an area steeped in culture and celebration, from Harmony to Eid, Songkran, Tet, NAIDOC, 
and the Karen and Chin New Year. I used to say that my new year started in September with Persian New Year 
and finished with Songkran with the Thais in April. It is great to have New Year’s resolutions when they are for 
only six months! 

It was with pride that I saw the Koondoola Community Centre built to cater for the large and cohesive Vietnamese 
seniors group, and the opening of the Westnam United Soccer Club, where the love of soccer sees all the different 
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communities in the area play alongside each other. There are so many landmarks to mark my 12 years: the Reid Highway 
bridge; the Princess Road Park upgrade; the development of the land around Mirrabooka, including Mia Vista 
Nursing Home; and the establishment of the Wadjak Northside Aboriginal Resource Centre. 

But those are the built forms, which do not demonstrate the pride in the area—a pride that is strongly defended. When, 
some seven or eight years ago, the front page of the daily news screamed about the fear of young African–Australian 
men, the community stood strongly against the stereotypes that misrepresented the good work of so many young 
Australians. Indeed, the defence went so far as to take the matters to the Australian Press Council and seek 
redress to highlight the leadership of young African–Australians. Those Australians with African heritage, such as 
Ayor Makur Chuot, who is the number 3 Labor candidate in the North Metropolitan Region, demonstrate the strength 
of the community to rise above the prejudice and adversity that unfairly confronts them. I look forward to seeing 
her in the other house following the next election. 
One of the biggest issues that confronts the Mirrabooka community is employment opportunities. From the high 
of 25 per cent unemployment that we saw under the Barnett government, the residents of Mirrabooka have seen 
a decline, in March 2020, to 19.1 per cent. Given the circumstances, it is comforting, but it is not enough. The federal 
government’s changes to JobKeeper and JobSeeker will have a detrimental impact on the community in Mirrabooka. 
I urge the WA government to continue to lobby for unemployment benefits that reflect the cost of living of people 
of Western Australia. 
Through COVID, we have learnt that decisiveness is valued by the community and expected of our leaders. We 
politicians have appreciated the respect of our communities and worked with them to ensure that both their physical 
and mental health needs have been met. Through my 12 years, but particularly in this year, it has been an honour 
to work with the local councils in my area and their staff at the Cities of Stirling and Wanneroo. I particular want 
to thank the local councillors I worked with, David Boothman, Keith Sergeant, Hugh Nguyen, Domenic Zappa, 
Vinh Nguyen and Brett Treby, both the mayors and other mayors, and the past councillors, including Anh Truong. 

There is never one reason to make a decision to leave your job, but even though I may change my title, I will not 
change the thing that drives me and makes me passionate about seeing a more inclusive, fair and equitable Australia. 
As the saying goes, meaning and hope are as important to human beings as bones. This role, representing the people 
in our Mirrabooka community, has given me that and more. In the Parliament, the opportunity to be on parliamentary 
committees and, in particular, to be the Chairperson of the Education and Health Standing Committee, has been 
a highlight. I have achieved many things in this place, both in opposition and in government. I got to work in the 
second chamber on pivotal health legislation on which we now rely, and changes in vocational education training 
in schools that came from an inquiry that I chaired. I am proud that this government delivered on the fly in, fly out 
worker report I worked on and established an occupational health and safety code of practice for mentally healthy 
workplaces with a view to preventing self-harm and suicide. I was privileged to work alongside the member for 
Kimberley as we investigated the tragedy of Aboriginal youth suicides to produce the recommendations in the 
“Learnings from the Message Stick” report. I welcome the federal and state governments’ Closing the Gap 
commitments to build a community-controlled sector, which is critical to developing appropriate and effective 
services. It is important to have those community sectors and community organisations deliver on the ground to 
people in need. 
I am very passionate about the report “The Food Fix” and the need to address the epidemic in our community that 
is type 2 diabetes. It is a disease that costs people their lives, and costs some 10 per cent, and increasing, of the 
health budget. This is a disease that can be put into remission. The health authorities’ lack of action is questionable. 
We should give people the hope they need, work with primary providers and meet the challenge with proactive and 
resourced responses, such as those in the recommendations of the report. I urge the government to do this. Thanks 
to all the committee staff who worked with me over the years, not forgetting my three years on the Joint Standing 
Committee on Delegated Legislation and our good work on fees and charges, and Australian Standards.  

To the state Parliamentary Labor Party staff, members of Parliament and electorate office staff in other members’ 
offices, all of whom I have worked with over my 12 years here, thank you. To the ministerial staff, who, in both 
Liberal and Labor governments, have been respectful and helpful, and the many public servants I have worked with, 
thank you for your dedication and commitment to our WA community. To all the staff of Parliament, both on the 
frontline and in human resources and information technology, including in the Department of the Premier and 
Cabinet, thank you. Please accept my thanks. You have always been respectful and helpful, despite my naughtiness 
at times—I can be a bit naughty at times! Your willingness to stop and share your personal stories with me has 
made my time in this building rich and fun. Thanks to those who are endlessly patient, like reception; those who 
listened and corrected my speeches, like Hansard; and the clerks and chamber staff who let me challenge them 
when I was in the chair. It was always fun to grab out the green book and question what I was being told. I thank 
the Parliamentary Library staff for their acceptance of my continual requests for articles and books, the catering 
staff for the tolerance of my eating habits, and to those who run the Parliament. I get that it is difficult, and your 
concern for staff and safety is a core commitment. I acknowledge and thank you. But it is a house of the people, 
the common house, and those people include parliamentarians. The building should be a welcoming place. During 
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the 12 years I have been here, I fear that that has been undermined by other priorities that are maybe no less worthy, 
but without the commitment to a core value of making us, MPs, feel as though we fully belong. I commend the 
decision to have a family room, but it needs to be more than a room. It has to be inclusive, accepting and tolerant 
of inconvenience, and most of all give a sense of belonging.  

Regarding Parliament, when anyone questions the value of targets for women in Parliament, they will have to question 
the value of my contribution, as I am proudly the result of many women and supportive men ensuring that women 
like me stand in this place. One of them is in the gallery today, Helen Creed. I came to this place as a result of the 
Labor Party’s commitment to affirmative action. As I have demonstrated here and in the electorate, I have merit. 
Some bloke with greater capacity was not overlooked because the party gave me, as a woman, preference through 
targets. If you are a woman who wants to follow your passion and seek to change the delivery of services into the 
community or introduce new innovations, my standing here tells you that you can too—well, you can if you are 
a member of the Labor Party. Bateman will be interesting! To take on this job, you need support from your 
colleagues, volunteers and community, but most importantly from your family and friends. To the freedom girls, 
the EMILY’s List crew, the yoga mob, the neighbours and all my volunteers and supporters—too many to name 
individually—thank you all. Thanks to the community whom I represented and the non-government organisations. 
They are all fantastic people to work for.  

Thanks to my family—now I am going to cry. It has been a hard year, but we have loved and supported each other 
through it. To Jodie, Nathan, Tracy and Ken, you are amazing; I love and cherish you all. To my mum, throughout 
my 12 years here you have taught me resilience and reliability with a strength of character that has served us so 
well in this tough year. You have also taught me that I have to deal with my anxiety, which is a very good lesson 
to learn. I could not imagine running for re-election without my biggest supporter and also my greatest critic, my 
dad; so now I guess I will not have to. To my lovely radical son who runs a close second in the questioning-my-belief 
stakes. He keeps me questioning and his arguments are pretty convincing. Can I just tell you that the women’s 
revolution of the 70s produced me, so I am so looking forward to what the social revolution of this time, of this 
age, produces as the leadership of the future. I can imagine that that future will not be captured by the laissez faire 
capitalism of privatisation and small government that I was taught at uni, but it will embrace the health and wellbeing 
of its citizens. I am heartened that my belief—that the wealth of a nation is built on the public ownership of its 
facilities, the delivery of universal health and education, the importance of stimulating the economy for employment, 
and a compassionate welfare system—has borne fruit in this time of pandemic, and that is something that we 
should all be committed to. I trust that a future Labor government will continue to ensure that the wealth that is 
quarried from the Western Australian earth will profit all Western Australians, not just a few, and that the community 
of WA will continue to receive a commensurate amount of the wealth from the resources extracted, and that 
Aboriginal heritage and culture will continue to be preserved. 

This health crisis is only a precursor to the urgent need to address climate change. I came into this place calling for 
a carbon price. That has been such a vexed issue, but we need to resolve it. I welcomed the government’s recently 
released climate change policy and its commitment to net zero emissions by 2050. I am sure that this commitment 
will have a plan and goals to meet that target and ensure that we deliver on this urgent issue. I welcome the health 
commitments released today and commend the Minister for Health and Tarun Weeramanthri for their great work 
on the impact of climate change on the health of our community. Tarun Weeramanthri came to our culturally and 
linguistically diverse community to ask for input around that. We received a great contribution from him and he 
is a great asset to our community. 

Back to my thankyous. To my best friend in Parliament, Roger Cook. Your emotional intelligence makes you an 
exceptional human being and just a joy to be around. I can go dancing now without worrying, but you will have 
to wait until you give your valedictory speech before you can join me on the dancefloor in a nightclub. To my 
other parliamentary colleagues, I will miss you all. My first caucus meeting in this place was as the president of 
caucus. I sat before you as the president of caucus before I had even sat in caucus! You have all shown me—mostly 
all!—such respect and regard. You have also shown me why being in the Labor caucus is the greatest honour 
a political tragic like me could have. To the Premier, Mark McGowan, it has been an honour and a privilege to be 
part of your team. You never failed to acknowledge me in any setting—a simple, “Hi, Janine”, whether you were 
rushing into a meeting or in deep concern, is a great testament to your unpretentiousness and your capacity to be 
a leader and to be one of us. Also, thanks for letting me burst into your office at any time, especially when Julia 
Gillard was visiting so that I could say hello! That was exciting. 

To my union friends, particularly Carolyn Smith and all the others, thank you for always keeping it real, appreciating 
my work and listening to my concerns. To my staff, particularly Sue and Donata, who actually managed to stay 
with me through a campaign and beyond—thanks! To Razia, thanks for coming back to save the day. To all the 
others in my staff who have contributed, it has been a real honour to work with you and I thank you for putting up 
with my bluntness, at times, and sometimes offhanded comments. 

To all the Nollamara branch members and volunteers, especially Amy, Robert, Eric, Harry, Kayande, Rafal, Hiba, 
Nick, Senada and anyone I have forgotten—because you always do—and to all the booth captains and the workers, 
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thanks for the support. The job cannot be done without you and you have all been fantastic. To Danny, thanks for 
your wisdom and guidance. To Shani, thank you for your support over these last several months. To my friend 
Elizabeth, thank you for being with me on an enormously long journey since university. 
To my partner, John, I am not sure whether the last 12 years have been hard on us or kind to us, but we have loved 
each other through it and prevailed. I cherish your support and thank you for your no-nonsense guidance. You are 
kind, patient and loving. I love you and Thomas very much. 
I could keep going, but it is Friday afternoon! I want to say in conclusion that I came into this place saying that 
I am a feminist. That did not mean that I was up for a fight or that I just wanted to change the use of language—
although I did win on taking the “man” out of “chairman” in estimates. Every time someone printed a copy, that 
used to be me who scrubbed out “man”. But saying that I am a feminist did not mean that, and I did not come here 
to do those things, although those little things matter because, frankly, they are like fingernails scraping down 
a blackboard when you are a feminist. It meant I wanted to see change to make women’s lives better and to deliver 
equality. I wanted to see women represented in this Parliament. I have really cherished this Parliament since 2017, 
with all the women colleagues I have had. The change I work for is, like that delivered by Edith Cowan, one of 
significance. Next year will be 100 years since she was elected to this place and the first time a woman was elected 
to any commonwealth Parliament. This should be honoured by ensuring that next year we have the first woman 
Speaker of the WA Legislative Assembly. That the person who sits in the chair at the centre of the chamber should 
be a woman in the same house that catcalled and jeered 100 years ago when the first woman stood to speak seems 
to me a historical opportunity. Further, women have done it tough over the COVID pandemic, and early childhood 
education and occupational opportunities need to be the focus of the coming government—a focus that a commitment 
to a women’s budget will deliver. 
It has been an honour and a privilege to be here. I could go on and on and talk about the many memories I have of 
this place. Now that I have spoken, I can keep going! I got really good at being able to speak at the drop of a hat. 
When I told the Whip I was leaving, he asked who he was going to get to stand up when he needed someone to speak. 
When I first came to this house, I hated public speaking. I used to get up and be really nervous and very reticent. 
I felt like you had to know so much to be here. 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
Ms J.M. FREEMAN: Yes, that is right! 
I never wanted to let the people of Mirrabooka down by what I said or end up on the front page of the newspaper 
for having said something. I want to say things that can be a bit off the cuff sometimes and a bit cheeky! People 
have always listened to me and given me respect, although a few times maybe not. I can remember one instance when 
I felt like I was disrespected in this chamber. When I stand with a lot of women next to me in this house, it makes 
me feel like this place is a place for me and it makes me feel like it is easier to speak. 
It can be a really odd chamber—standing across from each other. It is very adversarial. I do not think it needs to 
be like that. I have talked about the second chamber we had for the health legislation, which was back there in the 
committee room, and how it was such a different experience as a member of Parliament and how we were able to 
get really into detail and speak directly to advisers in a manner that delivered a better piece of legislation than the 
one that had come to this Parliament. We were in opposition doing that. At the time, the minister himself said that 
as he gave a speech for the third reading of the bill. Reform is needed in this place to make it more welcoming and 
inclusive. It probably needs to be more multicultural. How we bring in people from a diverse set of backgrounds 
is a challenge for the Labor Party. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 
Ms J.M. FREEMAN: Yes, okay! There are people who can do that on this side as well, member for Hillarys. 
It has been an honour and a privilege, and I have really cherished it. I look forward to what happens after 13 March. 
I look forward to another WA Labor government. I believe Labor has done such a good job that it should be returned 
to government. I am looking forward to Meredith Hammat being the member for Mirrabooka, although she has to 
still go through the Labor Party processes! She has my support, just in case anyone wants to know! I thank you all 
for having me in this Parliament. 
[Applause.]  

Member for Bateman 
MR D.C. NALDER (Bateman) [4.50 pm]: Firstly, I would like to thank my colleagues for allowing me the 
opportunity to make a valedictory speech. I would like to open by saying that I have developed a great appreciation 
of, and respect for, the importance of Parliament. The most rewarding aspect is the opportunity to make a difference 
in people’s lives. The opportunity to walk in dad’s and grandad’s footsteps has been a privilege, but the challenge 
to deliver meaningful outcomes can be extremely frustrating at times, as all of us know. To serve as a minister of 
the Crown is something that I will never forget, and making the decision to move on in my family’s best interest 
has caused me to reflect on some of the highs and lows over my journey. 
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As a minister of the Crown, I have had the opportunity to influence and be involved in so many wonderful projects 
for Western Australia, such as completing the gateway and opening at the Tonkin Highway upgrade with the 
Prime Minister; planning, coordinating, contracting and starting the Forrestfield–Airport Link; and redesigning, 
contracting and commencing NorthLink WA. There are some stories behind some of these things that I find 
interesting that have probably never been told. I will just share a small anecdote with people here. When the design 
was first put in front of me, it was actually a dual freeway through to Ellenbrook and then a single lane with traffic 
lights all the way through to the Brand Highway. I sat and looked at it and thought that surely this design would 
fail the moment heavy trucks started to move through the route. The designers said, “Yes, it will.” I said that we 
have to work out how to do it properly. It was interesting. We broke the project into three components instead of two, 
we went out to tender and did all this work, and we managed to dual the road and have overpasses all the way to 
connect it. It was only after that point, when I was thinking that I was doing a fantastic job, that I discovered that 
that had been Main Roads’ original plan. My previous boss had decided it was too big and cut it back. Unbeknownst 
to me, as a new minister, I was going against my boss’s wishes and redesigning to what I thought was the proper 
way to do it. I am glad that I got that through and Colin never stopped me on the way through; I was really pleased 
about that. 
I oversaw the development of the bus underground. Again, the departments we worked with were really proactive. 
We identified inefficiencies and built into the design the second entrance off Wellington Street. We included a design 
to put in the Charles Street bus bridge, because there were going to be a thousand buses a day heading north off 
Wellington Street into Northbridge. We could reduce the travel time of those thousand buses a day by six to 
seven minutes during peak time by spending another $30 million to build that bus bridge. 
We extended the Joondalup rail through to Butler and the Mitchell Freeway to Hester. There were a large number 
of projects in the Department of Transport in my time as minister and it was a real privilege to undertake them. 
But there was one piece of work that I initiated, and in some ways I regret that it has become a little bit lost. One of 
the problems we have is that members go from election to election and often, irrespective of what side they sit on, 
they have their favourite projects. For me, the problem was that there had not been long-term transport planning in 
Parliament for decades; really, the Stephenson plan from the 1950s and 1960s was the last time that Western Australia 
undertook long-term transport planning. Given that the Perth and Peel planning document had just been completed, 
I requested that the Department of Transport undertake the equivalent Perth and Peel transport plan, but I asked it 
not to base it on a time period. We know that population growth ebbs and flows, and I would rather do it based on 
the population than a set time. We talked about it being towards 3.5 million people and beyond. It was work that 
I instructed the department to undertake without the Liberal Party’s involvement; I will admit that I did interfere 
with two little things in there, but I will come back to that. The whole point of this was that I really wanted some 
document that provided a road map. It involved the department, academics, the universities and industry preparing 
a transport plan for the long term for Western Australia as it continues to grow. I was really pleased with what we 
achieved. I have shared this before. I added two aspects to the transport plan, but I thought I had to take the politics 
out. Firstly, the line that went up Tonkin Highway did not cut into Ellenbrook; it kept going up and then swung back 
around onto the Joondalup line. I felt that, politically, I needed to make sure I had that connection, otherwise it would 
be a bit like Rockingham or Mandurah where the train line does not quite get into those centres. I wanted to make sure 
it connected. Secondly, as a city that I think will grow towards to a population of three, four and five million people, 
every city in the world that operates efficiently and effectively from a transport plan has greater connectivity with 
rapid transport solutions. I felt that it needed to have an underground rail loop for a population that is moving to 
3.5 million and beyond. They were the two areas in which I had some say. 
In working through all this, I wanted to do more. When I took new initiatives to the former Premier, he regularly 
used to say that I was already doing too much. My message to all ministers is that they do not have a long time. Work 
smart and go hard. I say that to everybody in this place. It is amazing; when we are in the middle of it, it feels like 
it is going to be forever. The time has gone so quickly. I encourage ministers to grab opportunities, go hard and do 
what they can for Western Australia while they have that opportunity. 
I dealt with or worked on a few projects, some of which I would like to share because people may not be aware of 
them. Inheriting the construction work at Elizabeth Quay, I looked at it from a transport perspective. I was of the 
view that we had to connect Riverside Drive underneath the development. Earlier estimates made by Troy Buswell 
suggested that it might cost towards $300 million. I wanted to look at it. I had formal quotes developed and took 
three options to the former Premier. The first was a full freeway connection to Riverside Drive, so traffic did not 
end up on Mounts Bay Road or the Esplanade, resulting in traffic jam snarl-ups and people trying to move through 
that area. I proposed that stoplights be installed at either end. We would just put the infrastructure in, so the walls and 
the diaphragm could be dug out later. It would cost $150 million for the full freeway, $90 million if stoplights were 
installed and $26 million if the infrastructure was put in for a future government to undertake it. I recommended 
that we put the infrastructure in. It would only cost an extra $26 million. Unfortunately, it was not approved. It is 
something that I felt should have been done that has not been done. 
Other things were brought to me by industry. I thought one of them sounded fantastic. We looked at value capture. 
The government has explored value capture and struggled with it. Industry brought a proposal to us to consider. It 
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involved dropping Stirling Highway, the railway line and Curtin Avenue between Cottesloe and north Fremantle 
for the air rights to be able to develop above that. I looked at what was proposed. I thought it was fantastic. Again, 
Colin kept saying, “Dean, you’re doing too much.” 
A proposal was brought to me to consider residential development over the freeway and the railway line at 
Canning Bridge. That would have quietened down the whole precinct. I thought that was a fantastic initiative. 
Unfortunately, again, when I said to the developer that I wanted the southbound entry off Manning Road and a bus 
interchange, I was hoping to get some state infrastructure done at the same time, but, alas, I was doing too much. 
The Roe 9 tunnel was an interesting piece of work. I inherited the upgrading of High Street and the consideration 
of Roe 8. I said to Mathias Cormann at the time that Stock Road would then be a problem. That is when the whole 
freight link design came in. I was never comfortable with it because it would impact commercial businesses. It 
would take out D’Orsogna, Koala Self Storage and the brewery; there would be massive impacts for those guys. 
It would also impact the cemetery and certain residents. I felt that we should be able to do something smarter and 
better. I asked the Department of Transport to undertake a series of work. It spent 12 months on this. It looked at 
22 options to create a better solution. The Department of Transport’s recommendation was a tunnel option. I was 
quite cynical about tunnelling at this point. I was getting a bit of criticism about doing a railway line tunnel for the 
Forrestfield–Airport line. It was fascinating because we thought that it would cost an additional $700 million but save 
$400 million in property acquisition costs. When we went to the federal government, we looked at the benefit–cost 
ratio. We believed that it was a similar benefit cost because it was a shorter distance to Fremantle port. I went to 
the federal government and it supported it. The tender for doing the tunnel for Roe 9 came in cheaper than what it 
would cost to upgrade High Street and Stock Road, which shocked me. Similarly, when we went to tender on the 
Forrestfield–Airport line, we allowed a $2 billion budget. The tender came in at under $1 billion. We did some 
improvements that spent a bit more to allow for some project management and a few other costs, but there was 
still a massive saving. It was cheaper than taking the rail line down Roe Highway and through Horrie Miller Drive. 
All of a sudden, I saw the potential of using technology to go under the city more cheaply than we could above, 
and a lot of that was because of property acquisitions or the relocation of services. I see that as an opportunity for 
future governments to explore so that there is less interruption for a local community by creating throughput in 
our communities.  
Sometimes it can be the little things. I keep saying the member for Thornlie, but it is the member for Gosnells, is 
it not? A couple of years ago, the member for Gosnells and I were trying to inspire each other to work a bit harder 
on our fitness. In 2018, the two of us completed more than 20 000 kilometres on our pushbikes. It nearly killed me 
but I really thank him for that. We have Strava on our bikes. Heading northbound on Roe Highway, there is a cycle 
bridge over Welshpool Road. It is the “Dean Nalder” bridge. I am not sure who set that up on Strava. I am not sure 
whether it was the member for Gosnells but I felt very privileged! There is a story behind that. When we started 
the freight link, people might have thought that the freight link was killed off, but part of the freight link was upgrading 
Roe Highway from Tonkin Highway to Welshpool Road, and that included an additional three kilometres of 
cyclepaths. This is an example of people not being recognised or rewarded. I was given the credit for making sure 
that it connected but what happened—I will not mention their name for their sake—is a junior in the department 
rang me on the quiet and said, “Have you had a look at the design for freight link?” I said, “What do you mean?” 
He said that I should look at the cyclepath. I asked him what he meant and he said, “It stops at Welshpool Road.” 
I feigned as though I had no idea about this when I asked to see the designs to check them. I said, “Where’s the 
cyclepath?” I was told that it stops. We had 24 kilometres of freeway-grade cyclepaths all around the airport and 
Tonkin Highway and everything else, but there was a section of 50 metres where cyclists would have to stop at 
a set of lights. They said, “This will cost $4 million. You can’t do it because we haven’t got the budget.” I said, 
“Let me tell you, politically, I’m going to get more grief over this 50 metres than I’ll get benefit over the other 
24 kilometres!” They agreed and found a way, hence the cycle bridge. I get credit for it but the reality is that someone 
quietly let me know about the problem. These things can happen to members on both sides when they are undertaking 
work. They might not see the gaps until it is too late and then they are left with something that has not been done 
properly. I am really thankful for being told about the gap and I have since thanked the person privately. We share 
a birthday—not too far apart—so we wish each other a happy birthday every year.  
There are things such as the Charles Street bridge, which saved 1 000 buses travel time of four or five minutes 
off-peak and six or seven minutes in peak time. It is quite a big saving when each day, 1 000 buses are saving four to 
seven minutes in travel time. That is quite a big saving for the bus fleet at a cost of $33 million.  
There were challenges in my time as a minister. I was stuck in the middle of Uber entering Perth. What a nightmare! 
It was fascinating to listen to 6PR yesterday morning—or the day before—when someone rang in and said, “Dean Nalder 
destroyed the taxi industry.” Millsy said, “Well, some people suggest that he revolutionised it.” The reality is that 
Uber happened all around me and I was stuck in the middle of it. It was a challenging time. I was of the opinion that 
the taxi industry needed reform. I did not believe the service offering was satisfactory. I did not believe that enough 
of the revenue that was generated in the industry was flowing through to the drivers and operators of the vehicles. 
I was quite happy to try to reform the industry. However, Uber then came in and smashed the place, and that made 
it very difficult. 
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We were fortunate in Western Australia, because the largest owner of taxi plates was the state government. A lot 
of people did not realise that. The Western Australian government owned close to 50 per cent of the taxi plates. 
Therefore, the biggest loser in the taxi industry was actually the people of Western Australia. However, the people 
of Western Australia wanted to see this level of change. That allowed us to pull some of the leased plates off the 
market and ensure that although the number of taxi fares was dropping, there was a competitive marketplace for 
the existing taxi service. 

Another challenge was inheriting the deferral of the Metro Area Express light rail. Another challenge was obviously 
Roe 8. I will share with members that I was sitting in my office as Minister for Transport, and I got a phone call 
from Premier Barnett’s office: “Dean, the Premier wants to see you down at Roe 8 now for a doorstop with the press.” 
I said, “But all the protesters are there”, and he said, “Yes, that’s what Colin wants to do. He wants to go down there”. 
I thought: strewth! We went down to Roe 8, and we walked right through the middle of the protesters. The dignitary 
protection unit guys were surrounding us. I was standing behind the Premier, looking supportive, but ready to run. 
It was funny. Colin was trying to do a bit of a doorstop with all the cameras, and the protesters were shouting and 
screaming. I was thinking, “What am I doing?” The protesters were whacking me on the head with flagpoles, and 
the DPU officers were threatening to arrest them. Colin thought that was fantastic, but I was thinking it was crazy. 
It was an interesting experience and certainly a challenge. 

I have never agreed with and do not support tolls. We are lucky that we do not have toll roads in Western Australia. 
I was trying to work out how we could rapidly advance freight movements throughout the metropolitan area by 
having a freight charge. I will come back to what I mean by a freight charge. I went to Singapore and talked to the 
guys about how we could do that. I wanted to find a way in which we could share the productivity gains. I thought 
that if the industry could pocket more than 50 per cent of the increased profit as a result of new infrastructure, and if 
we could get the cost of that infrastructure to below 50 per cent, we could rapidly advance a freight network around 
the metropolitan area. One of the promises that I made to the industry at the time was that if it did not agree, 
I would not proceed with it. That is what I was starting to explore.  

However, sometimes what we are trying to explore gets lost in the politics, and that is what happened. The industry 
still wants to use the freeway for nothing. However, the reality is that only bits and pieces will be done over a very 
long period of time. For me, it was about trying to find ways in which we could rapidly advance and improve the 
underlying profit to industry. The cost of freight ultimately flows through to the cost of goods and products on the 
shelves in the marketplace. They are things that I have not been able to achieve. 

In thinking about what I would like to say tonight, I did not want to look just at what has happened in the past; 
I wanted to look forward to what I observe state governments are doing and what I think about that. I look at state 
governments on the following lines—economically, socially, environmentally and administratively. They are 
the major strategic elements. As the shadow Treasurer, I have been focused on the economic drivers and the 
administration of the state government. From an economic perspective, Western Australia must attract industry 
and ensure that Western Australian businesses can compete effectively both nationally and internationally. The 
state government plays a critical role. It must ensure that energy is not only cheap, but also reliable and sustainable. 
It must create a competitive tax regime. I have some concerns about payroll tax and stamp duty. We cannot solve 
these things overnight. We cannot walk away from these things immediately. However, we should start to plan to 
ensure that we can deliver the most efficient and effective regime for industry and business so that they can employ 
people and can compete effectively with businesses around Australia and the rest of the world. 

Most people will say that payroll tax is an insidious tax, but over the forward estimates, it will generate over 
$3.5 billion to $4 billion. We cannot turn it off, but there are things that we can start to do. It is fascinating to look 
at payroll tax; roughly 16 000 employers pay payroll tax and roughly two-thirds of them are small to medium 
enterprises that employ roughly 10 to 100 employees. In Western Australia employers pay the highest payroll tax 
of any state in Australia. We sit there thinking: “We’ve had the GST fixed. An extra $1.547 billion has come into 
Western Australia, so we should be looking at ways to utilise that to ensure that businesses in Western Australia are 
competitive.” We can do things that narrow in on that focus. I can say that less than five or six per cent of the revenue 
will mean that two-thirds of businesses paying payroll tax pay the cheapest payroll tax in Australia. They are the 
sorts of things that I believe are incumbent on us to work through. 

I talked about cheap energy and a competitive tax regime. We must always strive for a streamlined regulatory 
environment. We need readily available access to land, and in Western Australia we are lucky in that we have plenty 
of land available. This needs to be a medium to long-term focus for not just us but also our kids and our grandkids. 
It is something I believe we have to do. 

Administratively, in coming to Parliament and being in government with my background in banking and finance, 
I was and I remain shocked at the lack of focus on expense management. With wages roughly at 43 per cent of 
expenses, I am staggered that there is not regular monthly reporting on FTE actual versus budget and on headcount 
actual versus budget. In 2016, I wrote to the Premier and we ended up in a two-hour discussion. As I have said, 
I think, privately to a few members around the chamber, my view—I shared it with the Premier at the time—is that 
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the strategy of the Office of Shared Services, which we know lost over $600 million by the time it was wound up, 
was correct. The strategy is not what failed; it failed in its implementation. The proponents did not understand the 
changed management required and they tried to swallow the whole elephant in one bite. We need to continue to look 
at this. The state government, the largest industry in Western Australia, employs, we believe, around 150 000 people, 
with a forecast expenditure across the total state government of around $72 billion this year. I cannot believe that 
we rely so heavily on Treasury to do the economic modelling, forecasting and setting of the budgets, which is 
looking out the windscreen, when we do not have good visibility of what we are spending as we go through. I have 
never seen that in a business before. 

I feel that the state government does not have enough of a business focus on what it is spending to ensure that 
it delivers the most efficient and effective level of services for Western Australia. If we could find savings of 
10 per cent, the difference a government could make to the lives of Western Australians socially, environmentally 
or even economically would be massive. It is something that I took up with the Premier back in 2016. In my view, 
the answer to this, and where industry has gone, is that multinationals and multidiscipline industries have a global 
chief finance officer. My view is to keep Treasury looking out the windscreen, but the Department of Finance has 
to have a greater role looking at the rear view at monthly expenditure. 

We should establish a global CFO, which is exactly what was done in my time at ANZ Bank. Every CFO in every 
business unit in ANZ had dual reporting. I ran a division for ANZ and I had my own CFO, but 50 per cent went 
through to the global CFO and they controlled all the financial reporting. That enabled us to standardise the 
financial reporting. I agree with the principle of wanting to reduce the number of departments, which the government 
has done, but the problem is that 135 agencies sit beneath them, all with different systems that do not talk to each 
other. The difficulty of everything underneath is still there. For me, if we start to create a focus on expense management, 
we can standardise the financial reporting, and when we standardise the financial reporting, we can start to get 
relevant reports that tell us where things are going. 

One of the things in industry is to tackle discretionary expenditure. It is very difficult to look at that in government; 
there is no readily available report. I will share with members a story from 2014. I was Minister for Finance for 
only six months, but I decided to look at the ICT spend of government. I asked the staff at the Department of Finance 
what we were spending and they told me that they had no idea. I asked them for a report and they said that they 
could not provide one as they had no way to look at it. I said that I did not find that acceptable. I ended up getting 
PricewaterhouseCoopers to do an audit of what the state government was spending on ICT, and the report that 
came back said that it could not identify exactly what the state government was spending on ICT, but it estimated 
that it was somewhere between $1.6 billion and $2.4 billion a year. I said to the department that it was not the quantum 
that frightened me; it was the variance, as we did not know whether or not we were spending $800 million a year. 
These are my concerns with the way that we look at this. From an administration perspective, I believe there are 
more steps that the state needs to take—they are essentially the same as those that the Office of Shared Services 
took—but they are baby steps to ensure that we can achieve it. It has to be done by multiple governments over 
a long period. This is a journey that needs to be taken by both sides of politics. 

There are a number of things that I have witnessed in Parliament as a member and as a minister, but I implore all 
members of Parliament to remember the importance of Parliament and the role it plays in our freedoms and our 
lifestyle. It is critical that the sanctity of Parliament and our judicial processes are retained. No individual or 
organisation can be a higher authority than this Parliament. I plead with people to bear that in mind as we go 
forward. It is incumbent on all of us to ensure that we protect the democracy and the freedoms that we have in 
Western Australia. 

There are some people I must thank for their support, including my family and my friends. There are too many to 
name, but some people have been critical at different times and have helped me get through the system; otherwise, 
I would not be here. Coming in as a member of Parliament and not being a long-term player of the game, I found 
that there were certain routes to be sorted out within factions that I had no idea about. I thank Peter Shack, 
Raymond Pecotic and John Hassen. My preselection was a fascinating experience; between 30 and 40 legal 
challenges under the Liberal Party constitution were made against me. Senator Dean Smith played a role in helping 
me become a member of Parliament during my preselection. I also thank the staff from my ministerial office, the 
departmental office and then my electorate office who have assisted me. My three electorate office staff, Denise, 
Caroline and Felicity, have been absolutely outstanding. They have cracked the whip at me, particularly in the last 
couple of years, to sign things and to get out and about. They have done a fantastic job to ensure that I remained 
a good local member, and I thank them from the bottom of my heart. 

In closing, I reflect on the words of Roosevelt in “The Man in the Arena”. I would always prefer to be known as 
the man who failed trying than as the man who failed to try. I like my basketball and Michael Jordan, so I say that 
I have failed over and over again and that is why I succeed. In the end, as Kenny Rogers said, you have to know 
when to walk away. 

[Applause.] 
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BILLS 
Returned 

1. Appropriation (Recurrent 2020–21) Bill 2020. 

2. Appropriation (Capital 2020–21) Bill 2020. 

3. Mutual Recognition (Western Australia) Bill 2020. 

4. Criminal Law Amendment (Uncertain Dates) Bill 2019. 

Bills returned from the Council without amendment. 

SWAN VALLEY PLANNING BILL 2020 
Returned 

Bill returned from the Council with amendments. 

Council’s Amendments — Consideration in Detail 

The amendments made by the Council were as follows — 

No 1 

Clause 2, page 3, after line 7 — To insert — 

(3)  However, if no day is fixed under subsection (1)(e) before the end of the period of 10 years 
beginning on assent day, this Act is repealed on the day after that period ends. 

No 2 

Clause 3, page 5, after line 4 — To insert — 

Swan Valley Statutory Planning Committee means the committee established under section 33(1); 

No 3 

Clause 28, page 21, after line 15 — To insert — 

(3A) A person who is a member of the Swan Valley Statutory Planning Committee cannot be 
appointed under subsection (2). 

No 4 

Clause 33, page 24, after line 29 — To insert — 

(4)  A person who is a member of the Swan Valley Strategic Leadership Group cannot be 
appointed under subsection (2)(b), (c) or (d). 

No 5 

New Clause 41A, page 30, after line 17 — To insert — 

41A. Review of Act 
(1) The Minister must review the operation and effectiveness of this Act, and prepare a report 

based on the review — 

(a) as soon as practicable after the 5th anniversary of the day on which this section comes 
into operation; and 

(b) after that, at intervals of not more than 5 years. 

(2) The review must address the following — 

(a) the effectiveness of — 

(i) the operations of the Swan Valley Strategic Leadership Group and the Swan Valley 
Statutory Planning Committee; and 

(ii) the Swan Valley Planning Scheme; 

(b) the need for the continuation of — 

(i) the functions of the Swan Valley Strategic Leadership Group and the Swan Valley 
Statutory Planning Committee; and 

(ii) the Swan Valley Planning Scheme; 

(c) any other matters that appear to the Minister to be relevant to the operation and 
effectiveness of this Act. 
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(3) The Minister must cause the report to be laid before each House of Parliament as soon as 
practicable after it is prepared, but not later than 12 months after the 5th anniversary or the 
expiry of the period of 5 years, as the case may be. 

(4) If, in the Minister’s opinion, a House of Parliament will not sit during the period of 21 days 
after finalisation of the report, the Minister must send the report to the Clerk of the House. 

(5) When the report is sent to the Clerk of a House it is taken to have been laid before the House. 
(6) The laying of the report that is taken to have occurred under subsection (5) must be recorded 

in the Minutes, or Votes and Proceedings, of the House on the first sitting day of the House 
after the Clerk receives the report. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI — by leave: I move — 
That the amendments made by the Council be agreed to. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: On behalf of the opposition, I indicate our support for these amendments. 
Question put and passed; the Council’s amendments agreed to. 
The Council acquainted accordingly. 

BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION AMENDMENT 
(CHANGE OF NAME) BILL 2018 

Returned 
Bill returned from the Council with amendments. 

Council’s Amendments — Consideration in Detail 
The amendments made by the Council were as follows — 
No 1 

Clause 2, page 2, lines 6 to 7 — To delete the lines and substitute — 
(a) sections 1 to 3 — on the day on which this Act receives the Royal Assent (assent day); 

No 2 
Clause 2, page 2, after line 9 — To insert — 

(2) However — 
(a) if no day is fixed under subsection (1)(b) before the end of the period of 10 years beginning 

on assent day, this Act is repealed on the day after that period ends; or 
(b) if paragraph (a) does not apply, and a provision of this Act does not come into operation 

before the end of the period of 10 years beginning on assent day, that provision is repealed 
on the day after that period ends. 

No 3 
Clause 4, page 2, lines 22 to 24 — To delete the lines. 

No 4 
Clause 4, page 2, after line 28 — To insert — 

high risk serious offender means a person subject to — 
(a) a supervision order as defined in the High Risk Serious Offenders Act 2020 section 27(1); 

or 
(b) an order under the High Risk Serious Offenders Act 2020 section 58; 

No 5 
Clause 4, page 3, line 11 — To delete “dangerous sexual” and substitute — 

high risk serious 
No 6 

Clause 13, page 11, line 10 — To delete “dangerous sexual” and substitute — 
high risk serious 

No 7 
Clause 13, page 11, line 21 — To delete “dangerous sexual” and substitute — 

high risk serious 



8430 [ASSEMBLY — Friday, 4 December 2020] 

 

No 8 

Clause 13, page 11, lines 23 and 24 — To delete “Dangerous Sexual Offenders Act 2006 Part 2 Division 1; 
or” and substitute — 

High Risk Serious Offenders Act 2020 Part 4 Division 2; or 

No 9 

Clause 13, page 14, lines 13 and 14 — To delete “Dangerous Sexual Offenders Act 2006;” and substitute — 

High Risk Serious Offenders Act 2020; 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY — by leave: I move — 

That the amendments made by the Council be agreed to. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: As the lead speaker for the opposition, I indicate we support these amendments. This 
completes a very full circle for both me and the Attorney General; Minister for Commerce in working mostly together, 
on almost all bills, to get to what are we now—70-something bills? 

Mr J.R. Quigley: Fifty-nine. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: It is 59 bills through this Parliament in just under the four years that the Parliament 
has been sitting. It has been an interesting journey. I want to also thank the Attorney General; Minister for Commerce 
for his forbearance in getting there. 

Question put and passed; the Council’s amendments agreed to. 
The Council acquainted accordingly. 

NATIONAL DISABILITY INSURANCE SCHEME (WORKER SCREENING) BILL 2020 
Returned 

Bill returned from the Council with amendments. 

Council’s Amendments — Consideration in Detail 

The amendments made by the Council were as follows — 

No 1 

Clause 2, page 2, line 8 — To insert after “Assent” — 

(assent day) 

No 2 

Clause 2, page 2, after line 10 — To insert — 

(2) However — 

(a) if no day is fixed under subsection (1)(b) before the end of the period of 10 years beginning 
on assent day, this Act is repealed on the day after that period ends; or 

(b) if paragraph (a) does not apply, and a provision of this Act does not come into operation 
before the end of the period of 10 years beginning on assent day, that provision is repealed 
on the day after that period ends. 

No 3 

Clause 39, page 46, lines 29 and 30 — To delete “Dangerous Sexual Offenders Act 2006,” and substitute — 

High Risk Serious Offenders Act 2020, 

No 4 

Clause 89, page 80, line 22 — To delete “Dangerous Sexual Offenders Act 2006,” and substitute — 

High Risk Serious Offenders Act 2020, 

Mr R.R. WHITBY — by leave: I move — 

That amendments 1 to 4 be agreed to. 

These are largely technical and procedural amendments. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: On behalf of the opposition, I indicate that we support the amendments. 

Question put and passed; the Council’s amendments agreed to. 

The Council acquainted accordingly. 
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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
Special 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [5.25 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That the house at its rising adjourn until a date and time to be fixed by the Speaker. 

I will simply conclude; the fortieth Parliament now comes to an end. This is our final sitting day for the fortieth 
Parliament. I wish all members, staff and their families a very merry Christmas, a safe Christmas, and a prosperous, 
healthy and successful 2021. As Leader of the House, I thank them all for their support. 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 5.25 pm 
__________ 
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Questions and answers are as supplied to Hansard. 

POLICE — OFFICERS 

6413. Mr P.A. Katsambanis to the Minister for Police; Road Safety: 
I refer to the Western Australian Police Force, and ask: 

(a) How many assaults on police officers have there been in 2020 (to date); 

(b) For the years 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020 (to date) what was the average number of sick days 
for police officers; 

(c) For the years 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020 (to date) how many chaplains did the 
Western Australian Police Force have; and 

(d) How many police officers have exited the force in the years 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020 
(to date)? 

Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
The Western Australian Police Force advise: 

(a) There is no excuse for assaulting our police officers who do a dangerous and difficult job and deserve our 
respect and support. 725 offences have occurred between 1 January 2020 and 11 September 2020. 

(b) 

Year Sick leave days per FTE 

2015 11.1 

2016 11.83 

2017 12.32 

2018 12.31 

2019 12.49 

2020 9.31 

(c) Number of Chaplains: 

Year Number 

2015 2 

2016 2 

2017 2 

2018 3 

2019 3 

2020 3 

(d) Number of Police Officers who left the WA Police Force: 

Year Number 

2015 191 

2016 152 

2017 143 

2018 262 

2019 108 

2020 (to 31/08/20) 98 

The 2018 figure reflects the voluntary targeted severance program, with officers who left under this program 
replaced. 
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POLICE — MENTAL HEALTH CO-RESPONSE SERVICE 
6439. Mr P.A. Katsambanis to the Minister for Police; Road Safety: 
How many mental health co-response service contacts were there for each month of: 
(a) 2020; 
(b) 2019; and 
(c) 2017? 
Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
The Western Australia Police Force advise: 
(a) 2020: January 2111; February 2123; March 1911; April 1977; May 1935; June 1878; July 2123; August 1688; 

September 1677 and October 1439. 
(b) 2019: January 2127; February 2056; March 2422; April 2169; May 2234; June 1910; July 2174; August 2140; 

September 2002; October 2232; November 2324 and December 2150. 
(c) 2017: January 1434; February 1506; March 1615; April 1525; May 1442; June 1471; July 1453; August 1513; 

September 1435; October 1586; November 1634 and December 1557. 
FIREARMS — LICENSING 

6445. Mr P.A. Katsambanis to the Minister for Police; Road Safety: 
I refer to firearm licensing and ask: 
(a) how many firearms in Western Australia were licensed in 2018, 2019 and year to date 2020; and 
(b) how many people were licensed for more then one firearm in 2018, 2019 and year to date 2020? 
Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
The Western Australia Police Force advise: 
(a) In 2018, 13514; in 2019, 13779; and in 2020 to 14 October, 12228. 
(b) In 2018, 2505; in 2019, 2592; and in 2020 to 14 October, 2411. 

CRIME STATISTICS — SHOPLIFTING 
6446. Mr P.A. Katsambanis to the Minister for Police; Road Safety: 
I refer to the crime of shoplifting as per the Criminal Code and ask: 
(a) how many people were charged with shoplifting in 2019; 
(b) how many people were charged with shoplifting year to date 2020; and 
(c) how many Criminal Code Infringement Notices (CCINs) were issued for stealing in 2019 and 2020? 
Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
The Western Australia Police Force advise: 
(a) 2687. 
(b) 1871 to 5 October 2020. 
(c) In 2019, 1,965; and in 2020 to 13 October, 1,178. 
Statistics are provisional and subject to revision. Criminal Code Act 1913 (WA) section 371 defines the offence of 
stealing and section 378 defines the penalties for stealing. No section of the Criminal Code specifies shoplifting 
as a separate offence. A count of unique persons processed by police for shoplifting offences with a processed 
offender outcome of ‘arrest’ or ‘summonsed’ has been provided.  

POLICE — BREATH TESTS 
6448. Mr P.A. Katsambanis to the Minister for Police; Road Safety: 
I refer to drink driving breath tests and ask: 
(a) how many breath tests have been conducted to date in 2020; and 
(b) how many people were automatically disqualified for drink driving year to date 2020? 
Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
The Western Australian Police Force advise: 
(a) 970 011 to 19 October 2020. 
(b) 5,303 to 19 October 2020. 
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POLICE — GRADUATES 
6449. Mr P.A. Katsambanis to the Minister for Police; Road Safety: 
I refer to new Police graduates and ask: 
(a) how many new graduates were there in 2019; and 
(b) how many new graduates have there been to date in 2020? 
Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
The Western Australian Police Force advise as of 9 October 2020: 
(a) 191 
(b) 349 as of 5 November, with more recruit schools to graduate this year.  

POLICE — SENIORS — ASSAULTS AGAINST 
6450. Mr P.A. Katsambanis to the Minister for Police; Road Safety: 
I refer to statistics on assaults against seniors, and ask: 
(a) how many cases of assaults against seniors have been recorded to date in 2020; and 
(b) what was the breakdown of these statistics between metropolitan Perth and regional Western Australia? 
Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
The Western Australia Police Force advise: 
(a) 610. 
(b) 472 in the Metropolitan Region and 138 in Regional WA. 
Notes: 
(1) Statistics are provisional and subject to revision.  
(2) Year to date figures as at 15 October 2020.  

POLICE — OFFICERS 
6451. Mr P.A. Katsambanis to the Minister for Police; Road Safety: 
I refer to Police numbers in Western Australia and ask: 
(a) what is the actual number of Police Officers; 
(b) what is the authorised/approved strength of Police Officers; and 
(c) what is the current actual and authorised strength of each policing district? 
Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
The Western Australia Police Force advise: 
(a) 6 719 
(b) 6 540 
(c) In October 2020:  

Authorised strength: 
Armadale District 268.75 
Cannington District 262.00 
Fremantle District 266.65 
Joondalup District 273.00 
Mandurah District 287.00 
Midland District 269.00 
Mirrabooka District 264.00 
Perth District 290.00 
State Operations 166.00 
Goldfields–Esperance District 233.00 
Great Southern District 193.00 
Kimberley District 219.00 
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Mid-West Gascoyne District 248.00 

Pilbara District 221.00 

South West District 272.00 

Wheatbelt District 162.00 

Actual strength 

Armadale District 265.49 

Cannington District 259.46 

Fremantle District 262.45 

Joondalup District 276.69 

Mandurah District 281.00 

Midland District 268.28 

Mirrabooka District 254.81 

Perth District 311.31 

State Operations 156.18 

Goldfields–Esperance District 204.77 

Great Southern District 185.19 

Kimberley District 207.86 

Mid-West Gascoyne District 228.97 

Pilbara District 209.81 

South West District 257.95 

Wheatbelt District 153.38 

Police Officer is Recruit to Commander. FTE are deployed by the Commissioner of Police to address areas 
of greatest operational need. To enable this, vacancies are carefully managed across the Western Australia 
Police Force. Between March and May 2020, Police placed a moratorium on transfers as part of an initial 
in response to the pandemic. Since June, positions are being filled and transfers issued routinely. 

INNOVATION AND ICT — NEW INDUSTRIES FUND 

6456. Mr W.R. Marmion to the Minister for Water; Forestry; Innovation and ICT; Science; Youth: 
I refer to the Minister’s answer to Question On Notice 6247 and ask for each of the funds allocated to the category 
of “Unsolicited Bids” for each of the financial years 2017/18, 2018/19 and 2019/20: 

(a) provide the name of the company or individual that received funding; 

(b) the amount of funding received; 

(c) name of the project being funded; 

(d) a description of the project; 

(e) reason for allocation of the funds; and 

(f) the outcome to the State from the expenditure? 

Mr D.J. Kelly replied:  
(a)–(f) [See tabled paper no 4041.] 

INNOVATION AND ICT — NEW INDUSTRIES FUND 

6457. Mr W.R. Marmion to the Minister for Water; Forestry; Innovation and ICT; Science; Youth: 
I refer to Question on Notice 6247 and the funding provided by the New Industries Fund to Innovation Hubs for 
the three financial years 2017/18, 2018/19 and 2019/20, and ask: 

(a) for each of the financial years, what amount of funding went to regional innovation hubs and what amount 
went to metropolitan hubs; 

(b) which innovation hubs received funding in each of the financial years and how much; 

(c) what was the selection criteria for funding to be allocated to each of the Innovation Hubs; 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Test/Tables.nsf/screenLaunch
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(d) what performance obligations were each Innovation Hub required to meet to receive funding; and 

(e) were these performance obligations monitored and assessed by the State and if so, did the Minister receive 
a report by the Department advising him of the outcomes of each funding allocation: 

(i) if the Minister did receive such a report will the Minister release it to Parliament; and 

(ii) if the Minister did not receive a report can the Minister advise if the funding for each Innovation 
Hub achieved the objective being sought and that their obligations were met? 

Mr D.J. Kelly replied:  
(a) Questions relating to regional innovation initiatives delivered through the Regional New Industries Fund 

should be directed to the Minister for Regional Development. 

Funded by New Industries Fund  2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 

Innovation Hubs – metropolitan $700,000 $1,030,000 $1,230,000 

(b) 

Funded by New Industries Fund 
(metropolitan)) 

2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 

WA AustCyber Innovation Hub (WAACIH) $200,000 $200,000 $300,000 

WA Data Science Innovation Hub (WADSIH) $200,000 $200,000 $300,000 

MTPConnect WA Life Sciences Innovation Hub 
(WALSIH) 

$300,000 $300,000 $300,000 

WA Automation and Robotics Hub 
(Note: allocated for the hub and aligned space 
industries activities) 

  $330,000 $330,000 

(c) Selection criteria are as follows: 

The metropolitan innovation hubs underpin the State economy and were selected on the basis of their 
sector’s critical mass, competitive advantage, ability to leverage Australian Government and other partner 
funding, opportunities for growth and potential to create jobs, and ability to identify and support emerging 
technologies to diversify the economy. 

These innovation hubs also deliver programs, projects and other initiatives across the State’s regions. 

(d) Performance obligations as follows: 

As described in the formal agreement the State has with each established metropolitan hub’s lead university 
and/or industry growth centre. 

(e) The metropolitan innovation hubs’ performance obligations are monitored and assessed by the Department 
of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation and reports are provided to me on a regular basis. 

(i) [See tabled paper no 4042.] The reports have been redacted to remove the names of persons and 
companies and other Commercial in Confidence information. 

(ii) Not applicable, 

WATER CORPORATION — UTILITY BILLS — HILLARYS 

6461. Mr P.A. Katsambanis to the Minister for Water; Forestry; Innovation and ICT; Science; Youth: 
I refer the Minister to Water Corporation utility bills in the Hillarys electorate and I ask: 

(a) in 2019 how many people received an overdue notice; 

(b) in year to date 2020 how many people received an overdue notice; 

(c) in 2019 how many people accessed the Water Corporation financial hardship program; 

(d) in year to date 2020 how many people accessed the Water Corporation financial hardship program; and 

(e) in 2019 or year to date 2020 were any Water Corporation residential accounts terminated for non-payment 
of their bill? 

Mr D.J. Kelly replied:  
(a) 5347 which is a significant reduction from the 9443 overdue notices issued by the Water Corporation to 

households in the Hillarys electorate in 2016. 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Test/Tables.nsf/screenLaunch
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(b) 5306 

(c) 17 

(d) 19 

(e) Nil 

GOVERNMENT REGIONAL OFFICERS’ HOUSING 

6466. Mr P.A. Katsambanis to the Minister for Police; Road Safety: 
I refer to Government Regional Officer Housing (GROH) and ask: 

(a) how many Police Officers currently occupy GROH property; 

(b) how many Police Officers occupy a GROH property north of the 26th parallel; 

(c) how many Police Officers occupy a GROH property south of the 26th parallel; 

(d) for the years 2018, 2019 and year to date 2020 how many maintenance requests (all categories) were 
submitted for GROH properties occupied by Police Officers; 

(e) for the years 2018, 2019 and year to date 2020 how many ‘after hours emergencies’ requests were submitted 
for GROH properties occupied by Police Officers; 

(f) for the years 2018, 2019 and year to date 2020 how many ‘urgent’ requests were submitted for GROH 
properties occupied by Police Officers; 

(g) in 2020 how many ‘routine’ category maintenance requests were submitted for GROH properties occupied 
by Police Officers; 

(h) in 2020 have all ‘routine’ category maintenance requests been completed within 28 days; and 

(i) if no for (h) on how many occasions were ‘routine’ category maintenance requests submitted more then 
once for the same request? 

Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 

I refer the Member to Legislative Council answer 6465. 

METRONET — TRAIN FREQUENCY 

6474. Mr W.R. Marmion to the Minister for Transport; Planning: 
(1) Can the Minister confirm that there are currently 6 train movements each hour on each of the two rail 

lines linking Perth and Claremont station during the morning and afternoon peak periods? 

(2) If not what is the maximum frequency of train movements per hour between these stations on weekdays? 

(3) What will be the peak frequency of train movements per hour between Bayswater and Forrestfield once 
this new line is fully operational and what date is this likely to be? 

(4) What further rail movements on the Perth to Claremont line will result from the additional rail movements 
on the new Bayswater to Forrestfield line? 

(5) What will be the peak frequency of train movements per hour between Bayswater and Ellenbrook once 
this new line is fully operational and what date is this likely to be? 

(6) What further rail movements on the Perth to Claremont line will result from the additional rail movements 
on the new Bayswater to Ellenbrook line? 

(7) What will be the frequency of trains per hour on each of the rail lines between Perth and Claremont Stations 
when both the Airport and Ellenbrook rail lines are in full operation? 

(8) What additional rail infrastructure will be built on the rail corridor between Perth and Claremont stations 
to cater for additional rail movements when both the Airport and Ellenbrook rail lines are in full operation? 

(9) What is the estimated cost of this rail infrastructure and will this cost be attributed to either of the Ellenbrook 
or Airport line construction costs? 

Ms R. Saffioti replied: 

(1) Yes. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3)–(7) The operational planning for the network following the commencement of Airport and Ellenbrook Line 
services is currently being finalised. 
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(8)–(9) There will be two additional sidings at Claremont to accommodate Airport Line train services and 
signalling upgrades to accommodate the increased frequency for Airport and Ellenbrook Line trains. The 
sidings at Claremont are part of current works that are underway which include platform modifications, 
localised signalling, and control system changes. The additional signalling upgrades between Bayswater 
and Daglish will be dependent on the final detailed design from the Morley Ellenbrook Project. 

WATER CORPORATION — STAFF 

6499. Dr D.J. Honey to the Minister for Water: 
I refer to the Water Corporation, and ask: 

(a) Has there been an increase in full-time equivalent staff for the 5 years from 2016 to 2020; and 
(b) If so: 

(i) What has been the increase each year; 
(ii) What has been the increase in each salary level; and 

(iii) What has been the increase in each department and/or functional service area? 

Mr D.J. Kelly replied:  
(a) Yes. 
(b) (i) 

Year Increase 

2016 to Feb 2017 71 

March 2017 to June 2017 18 

2017 to 2018 –13 

2018 to 2019 70 

2019 to 2020 598* 

*2020 saw a large increase in staff, as Perth Regional Alliance and Aroona employees became 
in-house Water Corporation employees. 

(ii) Increase by Pay level: 

Pay Group 2017 2018 2019 2020 

February 
2017 

June 
2017 

Apprentices* 8 1 5 1 2 

Graduate 10 0 4 6 12 

Groundwater Operations –4 2 1 1 –2 

Salary Levels 1–4 –23 –12 –7 7 119 

Salary Levels 5–6 87 16 –5 49 208 

Salary Level 7 and above** –18 100 –9 32 25 

Executives** 10 –84 –5 –19 9 

Trades 3 2 –3 –3 117 

Wages Levels 1–4 –2 1 2 10 105 

Wages Levels 5–6 2 –5 5 –9 4 

Wages Levels 7 and above –3 –4 1 –3 –5 

Wastewater Operations 2 0 –2 –2 4 

Grand Total 72 17 –13 70 598 

*In February 2017, the use of Group Training Organisations was reduced, and apprentices were 
transitioned to Water Corporation employment. 
**In July 2017, 82 employees who were previously on the Executive Pay scale were moved onto 
the Salaried payroll (Salary Level 7) as part of the renegotiation of the last Enterprise Agreement. 
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(iii) Increase by Group 

Group 2017 2018 2019 2020 
February 
2017 

June 
2017 

Assets Planning & Delivery 
Group 

40 4 –36 55 –2 

CEO (Management Level) –6 5 1 –1 –2 
Customer & Community 
Group 

23 3 –9 20 12 

Executive Office (Section) 0 0 0 0 4 
Finance Group –1 1 –138 0 17 
Information & Technology 
Group 

0 0 147 51 –23 

Operations Group 14 8 3 –74 654 
People & Safety Group –7 –4 37 17 –149* 
Strategic Performance Group 9 0 –18 2 87 
Grand Total* 72 17 –13 70 598 
*With the exception of Perth Regional Alliance and Aroona staff coming in-house, the majority of 
changes to FTE numbers within the groups is due to movement changes of sections from one group 
to another. For example, a restructure on 1 July 2019 saw sections of the People and Safety group 
being moved into Operations and Assets Planning & Delivery. There was no reduction in actual 
safety and wellbeing team members, there was actually an increase. 

These figures are based on financial years as per the Water Corporation Annual Report. 
WATER CORPORATION — MAJOR PROJECTS 

6502. Dr D.J. Honey to the Minister for Water: 
I refer to the Water Corporation, and ask: 
(a) Can the Minister please provide a breakdown of the capital expense by major project for the 5 years from 

2016 to 2020 and for the Forward Estimates? 
Mr D.J. Kelly replied:  
2016 to 2020 Major Projects  

  2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 
Project 
Number 

Description $000 $000 $000 $000 $000 

C-S02357 Woodman Pt WWTP Upgrade to 180 MLD 1,555 20,253 67,431 40,887 7,510 
C-W02788 Perth GWR Stage 2 Plant 0 10,353 46,649 51,290 6,790 
C-W02790 IWSS Neerabup GW Scheme Expansion 0 3,639 12,781 28,215 45,583 
C-W00854 IWSS Perth GWR Stage 1 50,952 4,211 1,765 527 177 
C-W03428 Perth GWR Stage 2 Recharge Bores 0 4,703 21,961 23,358 4,936 
C-S01768 Subiaco WWTP – Upgrade to 67 ML/d 6,789 29,888 7,020 561 176 
C-W02840 Stirling Dam Pump Station & Pipeline 580 16,747 12,979 1,257 1,189 
C-W03504 PSDP Expansion Land Purchase 0 95 32,279 0 0 
C-W00179 Ellenbrook 80 ML Tank 4,783 12,139 10,947 925 8 
C-W03429 Perth GWR Stge 2 Recharge Pipeline 0 2,224 3,911 15,682 6,853 
C-W01564 Cunderdin 75ML Storage Tank Facility 1,415 17,562 653 751   
C-W03245 Carnarvon Bore Main Replace 0 12,079 6,761 560 1 
C-W02785 Mundaring Weir Outlet Wks Upgrade Stg 2 576 5,112 12,514 978 13 
C-S02354 Albany Timewell Rd WWTP Improvements 726 3,781 10,801 1,552 2,236 
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C-S01153 Margaret River WWTP Upgrade to 3000 kL/d 94 671 283 11,667 5,682 
C-W03388 DN600 Yule Collector Main Renewal 2km 435 14,346 2,802 1 0 
C-W03462 Metro CI Retic Renewals 16/17 West 0 3,347 13,650 311 26 
C-I00031 Kununurra DD Abutment Repairs 0 2,050 442 2,885 11,284 
C-W03507 Metro LoS Water Retic Renewal FY20 0 0 0 16 16,169 
C-W03506 Metro Water Main Renewals 18/19 0 0 28 12,386 3,617 
C-W02504 MC Baandee CH194.5 to 204.4 Replacement 0 12,995 2,763 1 0 

2021 to 2024 Major Projects 
Individual projects within the capital program over the forward estimates period are indications only and are subject 
to change. 

WATER CORPORATION — 2020 ANNUAL REPORT 
6509. Dr D.J. Honey to the Minister for Water: 
I refer to page 15 of the 2020 Water Corporation Annual Report, which shows a 2019–20 interim dividend of 
$613 million compared to page 222 of the same report, which shows a proposed final dividend of $642 million, 
and ask: 
(a) Can the Minister please provide an explanation for this increase; and 
(b) Provide the accounting and/or dividend reporting standards by which this proposed, and therefore accrued 

dividend of $642 million, is not being declared in the 2019–20 financial statements? 
Mr D.J. Kelly replied:  
There is no page 222 in Water Corporation’s Annual Report, the response below assumes you are referring to 
page 22. 
(a) The premise of the question is incorrect as there is no increase. The $613 million on page 15 reflects the 

interim payment, while $642 million on page 22 reflects the total dividend payment for the 2019–20 
financial year.  

(b) As the resolution to recommend the final dividend was only made by the Board of Directors after 30 June 2020, 
the Water Corporation did not recognise the dividend as a liability at the end of the reporting period.  
Section 79 of the Water Corporations Act 1995 states that the Minister may with the concurrence of the 
Treasurer, accept the recommendation or after consultation with the Board, direct that the amount of the 
final dividend be some other amount.  
The Water Corporation has not at this stage requested the Minister’s concurrence for the dividend, which 
is required to be paid on or before 31 December 2020. 

WATER CORPORATION — PIPELINE REPAIR 
6512. Dr D.J. Honey to the Minister for Water: 
(1) Can the Minister please provide the length of pipeline from Dumbleyung to Lake Grace and when this 

pipeline is due for replacement? 
(2) Can the Minister please provide an annual breakdown for the 5 year period from 2016 to 2020 for the 

following: 
(a) The number of times this pipeline been patched and/or repaired; and 
(b) The cost of these patches and/or repairs? 

Mr D.J. Kelly replied:  
(1) There is no pipeline from Dumbleyung to Lake Grace. 
(2) (a)–(b) Not applicable. 

WATER CORPORATION — PIPELINE LEAKAGE 
6513. Dr D.J. Honey to the Minister for Water: 
I refer to Water Corporation pipelines, and ask: 
(a) Can the Minister please provide an annual breakdown for the 5 year period from 2016 to 2020, for the 

following: 
(i) Leakage from Water Corporation pipelines in the South West Integrated System; and 
(ii) The cost for attending to and repairing these leakages? 
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Mr D.J. Kelly replied:  
(a) (i)–(ii) There is no water network called or referred to, as the South West Integrated System. In the 

south west of Western Australia the major water schemes includes: Integrated Water Supply 
Scheme; Great Southern Towns Water Supply Scheme; Lower Great Southern Regional Water 
Supply Scheme; and the Warren–Blackwood Regional Water Supply Scheme.  

If the Member has a question regarding one of these schemes, I would invite him to be more specific. 

DUST MANAGEMENT — BUYBACK SCHEME — PORT HEDLAND 

6514. Mr D.T. Redman to the minister representing the Minister for Regional Development; Agriculture 
and Food; Ports; Minister Assisting the Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade: 

I refer to the Port Hedland ‘West End’ buy back scheme, and ask: 

(a) Is it the intention for the Minister to release the report completed by independent consultant Ross Love: 

(i) If not, why not; and 

(ii) If yes, when; 

(b) Can the Minister confirm the Love report was to confirm a basis for valuations to fairly identify price 
setting for the voluntary buy back scheme: 

(i) If yes, does the Minister consider publicly releasing this report to be consistent with an open and 
transparent approach to price setting for a buy bask scheme that is likely to significantly impact 
those who have chosen to invest in this area; and 

(ii) If no, what is the basis for commissioning the Love report; and 

(c) Is the Minister currently aware of any legal action being taken against the state in respect to the process 
for securing a fair valuation for a voluntary buy back scheme: 

(i) If yes, without disclosing the litigant, what is the nature of the claim? 

Mr M. McGowan replied:  
(a) No, as Mr Love’s report was prepared for Cabinet consideration. 

(b) The State Government appointed Ross Love to lead consultation and advise broadly on terms for the 
proposed industry funded voluntary buy-back scheme in the West End of Port Hedland. The methodology 
for price setting that has been adopted is that proposed in Mr Love’s report. 

(c) We are unaware of any legal action that has been commenced. It should be understood that this is 
a voluntary scheme and there is no obligation to sell at the offered price.  

__________ 
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