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Southern Ports Authority — 
Mrs L.A. Munday, Chair. 
Ms R. Saffioti, Minister for Ports. 
Mr S. Lewis, Chief Executive Officer. 
Mr S. Gavin, Chief Commercial Officer. 
Mr P. Abromeit, Senior Policy Adviser. 
Mr P. Laing, Senior Policy Adviser. 
[Witnesses introduced.] 
The CHAIR: This estimates committee will be reported by Hansard. The daily proof Hansard will be available 
online as soon as possible within two business days. Questions must relate to the operations and budget of the 
off-budget authority. The chair will allow as many questions as possible. Questions and answers should be short 
and to the point. 
A minister may agree to provide supplementary information to the committee. I will ask the minister to clearly 
indicate what information they agree to provide and will then allocate a reference number. Supplementary information 
should be provided to the principal clerk by close of business Friday, 3 June 2022. If a minister suggests that a matter 
be put on notice, members should use the online questions on notice system. 
I give the call to the member for Moore. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: I want to ask these questions on behalf of the member for Roe. I refer to page 674, budget 
paper No 2, volume 2, and the operating subsidies, Esperance port and Mineral Resources. I refer to the potential 
exploration of the subsidy and commercial arrangements for the export of iron ore by Mineral Resources through 
the port of Esperance. Can the minister confirm whether the Southern Ports Authority has investigated the potential 
for it to assume control of the ingoing ore wagon dumper rotary and belly dumping infrastructure once any 
agreements have ended? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: That is a specific question. I do not think so, but I might refer to Mr Lewis. 
Mr S. Lewis: Thank you, minister. No, not in regard to the rolling stock at this stage. Certainly, the inside-the-port 
infrastructure of car dumps, sheds et cetera revert to the port, but we have not explored the value of us owning rail 
rolling stock—if that is the question. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: What option is the government considering if iron ore exports cease, both in terms of meeting 
the costs of any future maintenance of the iron ore infrastructure and the retention of jobs at the port of Esperance 
or the associated iron ore supply chain? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: As was highlighted before, we see the role of regional ports expanding over the future, and 
Esperance is a key one. It has a lot of positive attributes, in particular the depth of the harbour. As a result, we 
are keen to work with industry to support the continued exports of iron ore through there over a very long time. 
A particular strategy is being developed. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: Is the government contemplating future financial support for the export of iron ore through the 
port of Esperance? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We are developing an iron ore strategy. What I find, in particular with the small producers as 
much as the bigger producers, is that supporting infrastructure is the primary aim. In particular, when the government 
can step in and support infrastructure costs or provide common-user infrastructure, that is normally the priority. 
But we are developing the iron ore strategy and we will be able to say more once that strategy has been developed. 
But we do see Esperance being a vital port for WA’s trading future. 
The CHAIR: That concludes the examination of the Southern Ports Authority. 

Meeting suspended from 12.00 to 1.00 pm 
 


	Southern Ports Authority —
	Meeting suspended from 12.00 to 1.00 pm


