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Wednesday, 30 November 2022 
                

THE SPEAKER (Mrs M.H. Roberts) took the chair at 12 noon, acknowledged country and read prayers. 

PAPERS TABLED 
Papers were tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house. 

CRIMINAL LAW (MENTAL IMPAIRMENT) BILL 2022 
Notice of Motion to Introduce 

Notice of motion given by Mr J.R. Quigley (Attorney General). 

VISITORS 
Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mrs M.H. Roberts) [12.02 pm]: I would like to welcome all the students to the visitors’ gallery 
today. Welcome to the Western Australian Parliament. 

AUSTRALIAN SURF LIFE SAVING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Statement by Minister for Tourism 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Tourism) [12.03 pm]: It is with great pleasure that I rise today to 
inform the house that the Australian Surf Life Saving Championships, known as the Aussies, are returning to WA 
next year and are now open for registration. In what is expected to be one of the biggest mass participation events 
for WA in 2023, the Aussies will be a nine-day national competition at Scarborough and Trigg Beaches from 
25 March to 2 April. The event will attract thousands of surf lifesavers from around Australia, with thousands 
more spectators visiting WA to cheer them on. 
When the Aussies were last held in WA in 2018, more than 8 500 interstate and international visitors generated 
more than $15 million in visitor spend. Australia’s 314 surf lifesaving clubs, including 31 from WA, will have 
the opportunity to compete in 480 beach and ocean events across three age group categories: youth, masters and 
open. This will include the more than 24 000 members of surf lifesaving clubs throughout WA. The more than 
80 000 followers of Surf Life Saving Australia’s Facebook page will also be able to view the action at WA’s renowned 
beaches via a live stream of the event, which will include promotion of WA in line with Tourism WA’s new global 
tourism brand, Western Australia: Walking on a Dream. 
It is terrific that this extremely popular competition on Western Australia’s sporting events calendar will be returning 
to WA in 2023. We are expecting an influx of registrations from surf lifesaving clubs from across the country. The 
Aussies will not only provide a significant influx to the local economy, but also be a wonderful opportunity for us 
to showcase one of Western Australia’s best tourism assets to participants and spectators—our world-class beaches 
and our fantastic weather—at one of the best times of the year to visit. I would particularly like to acknowledge the 
local member for Scarborough—a surf lifesaver himself—for his continued advocacy of Scarborough as an incredible 
arts, cultural, entertainment and sports precinct that attracts thousands of interstate visitors. The 2023 Australian 
Surf Life Saving Championships are not to be missed, and the WA government is proud to support this great event. 

SETONIX — PAWSEY SUPERCOMPUTING RESEARCH CENTRE 
Statement by Minister for Science 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Science) [12.05 pm]: I rise today to inform the house that 
Western Australia is officially home to one of the world’s greenest and most powerful supercomputers, with the 
Pawsey Supercomputing Research Centre’s Setonix recently named in the globally recognised Green500 and 
Top500 lists. Setonix, the scientific name for quokka, was recognised as the fourth-greenest supercomputer in the 
world thanks to its cutting-edge energy-efficient design, an innovative direct liquid cooling system and a geothermal 
cooling solution designed by CSIRO that can save up to seven million litres of water every year, in addition to the 
power of a 120-kilowatt solar panel system. 
It was also named as the most powerful public research supercomputer in the Southern Hemisphere, ranking fifteenth 
in the global Top500. At peak performance, Pawsey’s newest supercomputer will take only one second to do 
a calculation that would take a human 1.5 billion years to achieve. Where do they come up with these stats? Not 
to worry. 
The McGowan government has proudly committed $22.4 million over five years to support the operations of the 
Pawsey Supercomputing Research Centre. Pawsey is a national research infrastructure facility and key asset to WA, 
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attracting talent and investment and building the state’s reputation as a leader in world-class research. Research 
areas for the facility include climate change, health and medical, mining, resource minerals processing, agriculture 
systems and products, geosciences, renewable energy, engineering and radioastronomy. 
The latest global rankings confirm what the McGowan government has known for a long time—that the 
Pawsey Supercomputing Research Centre is a key asset to not only WA, but also the global research community. 
As one of the world’s most powerful and greenest supercomputers right here in Perth, Setonix will give Australian 
researchers the computing power and infrastructure to discover new galaxies, develop new medicines, create new 
battery technologies and better understand our universe. It will unlock the scientific knowledge needed to support 
Australia’s standing in global academia and commercial success. By continuing our investment in the Pawsey 
Supercomputing Research Centre, the WA government is helping to position the state as a national and international 
leader in high-performance computing and high-impact research for the benefit of all our research institutes and 
the WA economy. 

SPORTING CLUBS AND FACILITIES 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.08 pm]: Across the state, 
24 local sporting clubs and facilities are sharing in more than $1 million of upgrades to encourage Western Australians 
to be more active and play sport. The McGowan government recently announced the recipients of the community 
sporting and recreation facilities fund and the Club Night Lights Program. Both programs, funded through the 
Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries, are designed to increase physical activity and 
participation through good-quality, well-designed and well-utilised facilities. In the latest small grants round of 
the CSRFF, 13 clubs and local governments have received $566 668 for small projects. 
The fund is part of the McGowan government’s ongoing commitment to sustainable infrastructure. Projects 
receiving funding in this round include playing court and bowling green upgrades, change room refurbishments, 
a pump track and sports storage upgrades. Regional Western Australia was the big winner in this round, with only 
one project in the metropolitan area. The remaining 12 clubs and local governments are from across the great 
southern, midwest, Peel, Pilbara, south west and wheatbelt. 
The Club Night Lights Program gives financial assistance to community groups and local governments to develop 
sports floodlighting. Eleven clubs from around the state collectively will receive $503 154 to upgrade the floodlighting 
on their courts, fields, ovals and pitches. Of the 11 projects, four are in the metropolitan area and seven are in the regions. 
Why are these grants so important? The small grant rounds of the community sporting and recreation facilities 
fund and the CNLP continue to be hugely popular as a way for community sporting groups and local governments 
to do minor, but often much-needed, upgrades to their local sporting facilities. Supporting WA clubs to install quality 
lighting means the community can play longer into the night and field more teams. This gets more people active, 
grows club membership and offers more options to play sport. For example, clubs can grow their women’s and all 
abilities’ participation when more people can use the facilities. In the hotter parts of the state, lighting allows locals 
to play sport during the cooler parts of the day. In Western Australia, sporting facilities in good condition and with 
suitable amenities encourage more people to be involved in and play sport, which leads to healthier and more 
connected communities. When communities are physically and mentally healthier and people are better connected 
to each other, they put less strain on other government services like the health and justice systems. We know from 
experience that children and adults engaging in sport and active recreation reap plenty of benefits, so providing 
quality facilities and wider options to be active is of great benefit to our community. 

PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — SETTLEMENT 
Statement by Minister for Finance 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Finance) [12.11 pm]: I rise to inform the house that last week the state 
government and John Holland released a joint statement advising that an agreement had been reached on a mutually 
acceptable settlement from the ongoing legal proceedings relating to Perth Children’s Hospital. This settlement ends 
a lengthy legal dispute between the state government, John Holland and its parent company CIMIC Group Ltd 
over issues associated with the construction of Perth Children’s Hospital, which achieved practical completion in 
April 2017. 
I think it is fair to say that the previous Liberal government left an almighty mess for the incoming McGowan 
government with regard to Perth Children’s Hospital. The previous Liberal government commenced this project 
in 2013 and announced countless revised completion dates. The WA Labor Party was elected to government 
and finally did what the former Liberal government could not do, taking control of the project and delivering it for 
the people of Western Australia. The McGowan government has, once again, cleaned up a mess created by the 
Liberal Party in successfully negotiating this settlement with John Holland. 
As this high-profile matter has been subject to questions in this place, it is appropriate that I provide Parliament 
with further details about the settlement. Following recent mediation, the state, John Holland and CIMIC have agreed 
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on a full and final settlement of all claims, which will see John Holland pay CIMIC $340 000 and the state pay 
John Holland a sum of $38 million. A 16-week trial was scheduled to begin in late March 2023. Allowing time 
for judgement decisions and appeals on this complex matter, it is possible there would not have been a resolution 
until late 2025. The future projected direct costs of a 16-week trial and associated likely appeals were estimated at 
an additional $27 million, which the state has now avoided. Although the terms of the settlement are confidential, 
there is an exception to enable me to make this disclosure to Parliament. The state takes its responsibility to the 
confidentiality clauses seriously and has adhered to them appropriately, and, as such, no further statements on 
the settlement will be issued. The state of Western Australia is proud of Perth Children’s Hospital, which is 
a world-class facility. 

ADVOCATE FOR CHILDREN IN CARE — APPOINTMENT 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [12.13 pm]: I have the great pleasure of 
updating the house on the appointment of a new Advocate for Children in Care at the Department of Communities. 
In 2006, the Advocate for Children in Care was first appointed to focus on the interests of children and young people 
in care by advocating on their behalf, liaising with service providers, providing strategic advice and managing 
complaints. Amanda Poglits was recently appointed Advocate for Children in Care. She is the first Aboriginal person 
to be appointed to the role. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: I taught her. 
Ms S.F. McGURK: No doubt the Leader of the House was a significant influence on Amanda, or she is a survivor! 
It is one of the two! 
Amanda is a Yamatji Noongar woman born and raised in the midwest town of Three Springs. Her work in human 
services has been extensive over the last 22 years, including work in the Departments of Education and Justice. In 
her short time as the advocate, Amanda has already developed strong relationships with CREATE Foundation and 
the Commissioner for Children and Young People. Amanda has travelled to child protection districts to provide staff 
with an understanding of her role. A young person with lived experience has also joined the specialist child protection 
unit to support the advocate and provide leadership and role modelling for other children and young people in care. 
The potential to expand and drive the voice of the child has led to a 2023 program of work to continuously improve 
the way Communities works with children and young people. This will include the development of a children in 
care circle advisory group to create a space for children’s and young people’s voices to be collated and delivered 
to Communities to promote advocacy, consultation and peer support. 
The Advocate for Children in Care role is committed to reducing the over-representation of Aboriginal children in 
care, building on the success of the Earlier Intervention and Family Support Strategy, which saw the first reduction 
in the number of children in care since 1997 and, most significantly, the first reduction in the number of Aboriginal 
children in care since 1996. I am proud to be part of a government that is committed to building strong links to 
children and young people and ensuring that their voices are always heard. 

CHILDREN IN CARE — HEALTH NAVIGATOR PILOT PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [12.15 pm]: I rise to update the house on 
the progress of the health navigator pilot program. Earlier in the year, the Minister for Health and I announced 
$3.5 million for a health navigator pilot program to provide better access to medical care and developmental support 
for children in the child protection system. This pilot was based on a similar initiative in Queensland, which I was 
able to visit, whereby nurses are placed in child protection offices to improve health outcomes for children in care. 
Such was the success of the program that it has been expanded across that state. 
The two-year pilot is being trialled at two sites in WA, in Mirrabooka and the south west. Two health navigator staff 
will be employed at each site, one of whom will be an Aboriginal health professional. The south west site commenced 
operation at the beginning of this month and has already accepted almost a dozen referrals. We are seeing some great 
early results for the children in the pilot having their health needs met in a timely way. One carer said, “I’ve never 
had a child come to me in care and have their health needs met so quickly. I never want him to come out of the pilot!” 
It is expected that the Mirrabooka site will begin operation before the end of the year, once recruitment is completed. 
The pilot program is being jointly delivered by the Department of Health and the Department of Communities, with 
input from crucial stakeholders, including the Aboriginal Health Council of Western Australia, CREATE Foundation, 
the Foster Care Association WA, the Yorganop Association and young people with lived experience. We know that 
young people in the child protection system often experience significant challenges. Early diagnosis and intervention 
in their early years is crucial and that is why it is important to ensure that children in care have the right supports 
when they need them. This is a great example of how collaboration and determined effort will better meet the 
needs of children in care to give them a brighter future. 
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WA YOUTH WORK AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Youth 

MR D.J. KELLY (Bassendean — Minister for Youth) [12.17 pm]: I rise to inform the house that on Friday, 
25 November, I had the pleasure of attending the WA Youth Work Awards for 2022. These awards are held each 
year. They are an important event in the youth calendar, as we celebrate the many wonderful achievements and 
contributions of youth workers across the state. 
Youth workers are amongst the hardest working individuals and are guided by a strong determination to bring about 
positive change to disadvantaged young people in our community. The award recipients for the 2022 WA Youth 
Work Awards include: Lindsey Brookes, who was the Youth Futures emerging youth worker; Ken Burkenhagen, 
who was the MercyCare regional WA youth worker; Danielle Tilbrook, who was the Anglicare WA professional 
youth worker; and Orietta Simons, who received the Youth Affairs Council of Western Australia recognition of 
significant contribution to youth work award. I was also pleased to announce that the state government will be 
awarding Youth Work WA a grant of $65 000, which will go towards implementing its strategic plan to deliver 
and expand training services. Youth Work WA will be able to deliver training in regional areas of the state and 
coordinate youth-specific training. 
The McGowan government recognises and appreciates the value that youth workers contribute to our state, and 
it is important that we continue to raise their profile by highlighting the significance of their work. I am pleased 
to award Youth Work WA this funding to ensure the highest quality of support for young people. Congratulations 
to all the nominees and finalists and to all those who are committed to supporting the youth work sector in 
Western Australia. 

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — TEMPORARY ORDER — SITTING HOURS 
Motion 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [12.20 pm]: I move — 
That the following Temporary Order applies for 2023 — 

(1) The House will meet on Tuesdays at 1.00 pm. 
(2) If the House is required to sit beyond 7.00 pm on a Tuesday evening, such as to 

require a dinner break, the Speaker will advise the House of this before Question Time 
on that Tuesday. 

(3) Standing Orders are suspended accordingly to the extent necessary to effect these 
arrangements. 

In moving this motion, I will briefly speak to it. This year we have trialled a minor amendment to Tuesday’s sittings. 
We previously commenced business at 2.00 pm on Tuesdays, and the house was scheduled to rise around 10.00 pm. 
Subject to a committee report and conversations between the opposition, the government and the Speaker, the decision 
was made this year to trial an earlier Tuesday start of 1.00 pm, and a nominal conclusion of sitting at 7.00 pm. An 
arrangement was also made to allow for sitting beyond 7.00 pm if appropriate advice was given to the Speaker. We 
have canvassed this matter, and I understand that opposition and other members are broadly supportive of what has 
been trialled this year. To ensure that people are aware of the time at which we will commence on the first day of sitting 
next year, it is important and necessary to set in place a continuation of the arrangements we have enjoyed this year. 
It is my understanding that, statistically, under this arrangement, there have been rare occasions on which the house 
has sat beyond 7.00 pm on a Tuesday; sometimes we have continued sitting a few minutes longer, and up to an hour 
later, without a dinner break, to conclude some business. Essentially, the general view is that the arrangements are more 
family friendly, as they allow members who live in the metropolitan area to return to their families at a reasonable hour. 
If those of us who reside in the regions choose to go home, it takes us longer. For members like the member for Vasse, 
it would take a considerable length of time to get home if they were to venture back on a Tuesday! Bearing in mind 
the importance of considering regional members, of which I, of course, am one, the arrangements will be extended. 
I seek the support of the house to continue the current arrangements for sitting times into the new year. 
MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [12.23 pm]: I will make just a couple of brief comments on behalf of the opposition. We are 
certainly in agreement. The trial, which was first mooted by the Procedure and Privileges Committee and the Speaker, 
has been relatively successful. I have not heard too many complaints from anyone who wants to sit here at 10 o’clock 
on a Tuesday night. The most important thing is that, as the Leader of the House said, regional members can be given 
a few more opportunities. Certainly, from the perspective of the voting system, rather than me getting up again in a short 
time, I think it is actually very similar to the system in the British House of Commons. That has also been successful, 
other than having had a bit of a stack on one side at different times! But probably the number one point is that these 
arrangements are more family friendly. In the last Parliament, we seemed to come to a bit of a standstill on that issue. 
I think these arrangements have certainly helped in that respect, so the opposition is happy to continue with them. 
Question put and passed. 
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — TEMPORARY ORDER — DIVISIONS 
Motion 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [12.25 pm]: I move — 
That, until the end of 2023, the following Temporary Order in relation to divisions applies — 

(1) Standing Order 137 be amended in suborder (2) by deleting “will not leave the House and”. 
(2) Standing Order 139 be replaced by the following: 

Procedure for division 
139. When a division has been called for — 

(1) Strangers will withdraw from the Chamber. 
(2) The Speaker will state the question and direct members to exit the 

Chamber and re-enter through the door behind the Speaker’s Chair. 
(3) The Speaker will direct the ‘Ayes’ to pass to the right of the Chair 

and be marked off as they pass by a Clerk at the Clerks’ Table and the 
‘Noes’ to pass to the left of the Chair and be marked off as they pass 
by a Clerk at the Clerks’ Table. 

(4) The Speaker will appoint at least one Teller for each side. 
(5) The Speaker will order the division bells to be rung for two minutes. 
(6) After passing the Clerks’ Table members will either resume their seat 

or leave the Chamber. 
(7) After the two minutes have expired, voting will continue until either 

the Tellers agree and advise the Speaker that all members present have 
voted or until a period of one minute has elapsed from the last member 
to record a vote. 

(8) After counting the votes the Tellers will sign their respective list, and 
the Speaker will declare the result of the division. 

(3) Standing Orders 138, 140 and 141 in relation to divisions remain unchanged. 
(4) Standing Orders are suspended accordingly to the extent necessary to effect these 

arrangements. 
I am a reluctant supporter of this change. It was my strong view, from a heritage perspective, that the traditional 
method of voting, which is that members of the house sit in a seat, or at least have part of their posterior attached 
to a seat, should prevail, but I failed dismally and was not supported. 
Mr P. Papalia: You’re a traditionalist! 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Normally, one would resign when that happens, but I am not going to! However, I want 
to point out that when the numbers become closer, as they may, this practice may need to be reconsidered, because 
I remember very well the strategic advantage of having the doors locked in previous Parliaments, when numbers 
were tight. 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Well, possibly; I will take that as support! I can remember a number of times when the 
numbers were close, from 2008 through to 2013; I think there was a government majority of two. There is a strategic 
advantage in requiring members to enter the chamber and, when the division bells have stopped ringing, for the 
doors to be locked, because a vote can actually be won on the floor of the house. Under the current arrangement—it 
is easier because of the bigger margin in numbers—the reality is that we have more than two minutes within which 
to record the vote; that is the truth of the matter. Members are required to form a line outside the chamber and come 
in through the back. Essentially, members’ votes will be counted, even if the bells have concluded. In all seriousness, 
even though I am being defeated in a traditional heritage perspective, that is the reality. Future Parliaments may 
need to reconsider how divisions are counted. It will depend on which party is in government and which party is in 
opposition. As opposition Whip, I remember winning a vote on the floor of the house when we had fewer government 
members. A minister fervently claimed that he had not heard the bells. They were defeated on the floor for the first 
time in the millennium. 
Mr P. Papalia: The member for Southern River almost did himself an injury trying to get across the bar. 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: He was already in the house; he was trying to get out. He pole-vaulted over the bar. 
Ms S.F. McGurk: It wasn’t pretty. 



6154 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 30 November 2022] 

 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: No, it was not pretty. It was a scissor kick. He was a very tall fellow. Let us just say 
that it was lucky things were not caught in the bar, but I will not go into that! It is the last two days of Parliament. 

The reality is that this is the arrangement that the majority of members support. I want to note that a future Parliament 
may need to consider the arrangement if the numbers narrow somewhat in the future. 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [12.31 pm]: I would like to confirm that at some stage, the numbers will narrow. I take 
on board the points of the Leader of the House. I remember having an office in the back corner of the building, 
where the Nationals WA were located in the last Parliament, and having two minutes to get down here. We had 
to be on our toes. The current system obviously allows members to stack up outside the door, and timing is not 
quite as important. 

I certainly note the comments of the Leader of the House about the strategic arrangements relating to when the 
doors are locked. It is important that we keep reviewing the arrangements. Obviously, the doors were kept open 
as part of the COVID-19 arrangements. We are happy for the current arrangement to continue, but I agree with the 
Leader of the House that it will need to be reviewed not too far down the road. 

Question put and passed. 

COUNCIL MESSAGES 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [12.32 pm]: I move — 

That, for the remainder of this year, so much of the standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable 
messages from the Legislative Council to be taken into consideration on the day on which they are received. 

Very briefly, this is the normal procedure for the end of the year. It means that we can deal forthwith with any 
messages from the Legislative Council that are received during our sitting period leading up to the end of the year 
on the day on which they are received. For example, if this motion passes, it will allow us to deal with the next bill 
on the agenda—the Working with Children (Criminal Record Checking) Amendment Bill 2022, which has come 
to this house via a message from the Legislative Council. 

Question put and passed. 

BILLS 
Returned 

1. Liquor Control Amendment (Protected Entertainment Precincts) Bill 2022. 

2. Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition (Western Australia) Amendment Bill 2022. 

Bills returned from the Council without amendment. 

WORKING WITH CHILDREN (CRIMINAL RECORD CHECKING) AMENDMENT BILL 2022 
Returned 

Bill returned from the Council with amendments. 

Council’s Amendments — Consideration in Detail 

The amendments made by the Council were as follows — 

No 1 

Clause 7, page 9, lines 10 and 11 — To delete “Schedule or prescribed by the regulations); or” and insert — 

Schedule); or 

No 2 

Clause 7, page 9, line 12 — To delete “this State or”. 

No 3 

Clause 7, page 9, lines 29 and 30 — To delete “Schedule or prescribed by the regulations); or” and insert — 

Schedule); or 

No 4 

Clause 7, page 10, line 1 — To delete “this State or”. 

No 5 

Clause 44, page 75, lines 18 to 23 — To delete the lines. 
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No 6 
Clause 44, page 76, lines 3 to 5 — To delete “the person ceases to have a current assessment notice; or” 
and insert — 

that assessment notice ceases to have effect or the person applies for a further assessment notice 
under Part 2 Division 1 (whichever occurs first); or 

No 7 
Clause 44, page 76, lines 10 to 12 — To delete “the person ceases to have a current assessment notice.” 
and insert — 

that assessment notice ceases to have effect or the person applies for a further assessment notice 
under Part 2 Division 1 (whichever occurs first). 

No 8 
Clause 44, page 76, lines 20 to 22 — To delete “the person ceases to have a current assessment notice; or” 
and insert — 

that assessment notice ceases to have effect or the person applies for a further assessment notice 
under Part 2 Division 1 (whichever occurs first); or 

No 9 
Clause 44, page 76, lines 27 to 29 — To delete “the person ceases to have a current assessment notice.” 
and insert — 

that assessment notice ceases to have effect or the person applies for a further assessment notice 
under Part 2 Division 1 (whichever occurs first). 

No 10 
Clause 44, page 77, lines 13 to 15 — To delete “the person ceases to have a current assessment notice; or” 
and insert — 

that assessment notice ceases to have effect or the person applies for a further assessment notice 
under Part 2 Division 1 (whichever occurs first); or 

No 11 
Clause 44, page 77, lines 20 to 22 — To delete “the person ceases to have a current assessment notice.” 
and insert — 

that assessment notice ceases to have effect or the person applies for a further assessment notice 
under Part 2 Division 1 (whichever occurs first). 

No 12 
Clause 44, page 78, lines 5 to 7 — To delete “the person ceases to have a current assessment notice; or” 
and insert — 

that assessment notice ceases to have effect or the person applies for a further assessment notice 
under Part 2 Division 1 (whichever occurs first); or 

No 13 
Clause 44, page 78, lines 13 to 15 — To delete “the person ceases to have a current assessment notice.” 
and insert — 

that assessment notice ceases to have effect or the person applies for a further assessment notice 
under Part 2 Division 1 (whichever occurs first). 

No 14 
Clause 44, page 78, lines 29 to 31 — To delete “the person ceases to have a current assessment notice; or” 
and insert — 

that assessment notice ceases to have effect or the person applies for a further assessment notice 
under Part 2 Division 1 (whichever occurs first); or 

No 15 
Clause 44, page 79, lines 5 to 7 — To delete “the person ceases to have a current assessment notice.” 
and insert — 

that assessment notice ceases to have effect or the person applies for a further assessment notice 
under Part 2 Division 1 (whichever occurs first). 
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No 16 
Clause 44, page 79, line 8 to page 81, line 11 — To delete the lines. 

No 17 
Clause 44, page 82, lines 19 and 20 — To delete “the person ceases to have a current assessment notice; 
and” and insert — 

that assessment notice ceases to have effect or the person applies for a further assessment notice 
under Part 2 Division 1 (whichever occurs first); and 

No 18 
Clause 44, page 82, lines 30 to 32 — To delete “the person ceases to have a current assessment notice.” 
and insert — 

that assessment notice ceases to have effect or the person applies for a further assessment notice 
under Part 2 Division 1 (whichever occurs first). 

No 19 
Clause 44, page 83, after line 29 — To insert — 

(1A) Despite any other section in this Subdivision, the new classification provisions apply to 
and in relation to a person if the person is subject to a decision of the CEO to act under 
section 17(3)(d) or 17B(2)(b) made on or after commencement day. 

No 20 
Clause 44, page 83, line 31 — To delete “subsection (1),” and insert — 

subsection (1) or (1A), 
Ms S.F. McGURK — by leave: I move — 

That amendments 1 to 7 made by the Council be agreed to. 
Ms L. METTAM: I rise to support the amendments. I understand that there was much debate in the Legislative Council 
over two whole days to consider these amendments and the other amendments to this legislation. It is good that 
the state government has agreed to implement these changes, which will ensure that seven serious offenders cannot 
renew their working with children check. The bill in its original form would have put children in danger by allowing 
at least seven people to indefinitely retain the right to renew their working with children check, regardless of their 
crimes being upgraded to category 1. The bill will see many heinous crimes such as murder, carnal knowledge and 
indecent assault upgraded from category 2 to category 1. After repeated cross-examination in the other place, 
I understand that the amendments were supported by the government, which is a good thing. 
It was also revealed that an offence committed by one of these seven offenders was as recent as 2004. Other crimes 
were committed in the 1990s. The amendments will be considered in two parts. What will these amendments that 
were agreed to achieve? 
Ms S.F. McGURK: I know we talked about this before the proceedings today but I wish to clarify that the 
amendments to clause 7 simply address some Henry VIII clauses. I hope they are fairly straightforward. I will address 
some of points that the member raised when we move the amendments to clause 44, which are numerous.  
The amendments to clause 7 were in response to the 139th report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation 
and Statutes Review, which was tabled in the other place on 15 November. The report concerned four Henry VIII 
clauses in the original bill in proposed section 7; therefore, the amendments will remove from the bill at proposed 
section 7(1)(a) and (2)(a) the power to prescribe conditions for offences listed in either schedule 1 or schedule 2 of 
the act; and at proposed section 7(1)(b) and (2)(b), the power to prescribe offences under a law of Western Australia 
to be either a class 1 or a class 2 offence under the act. Just to repeat, I will address some of those issues the member 
raised when we move the amendments to clause 44. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Just to clarify, amendments 5, 6 and 7 deal with amendments to clause 44. Does the 
minister want to address those now or when dealing with amendments 8 to 20? 
Ms S.F. McGURK: I will address them when we deal with amendments 8 to 20. 

Visitors — Margaret River Senior High School 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr D.A.E. Scaife): Before we go further, I recognise the student leaders from 
Margaret River Senior High School who are in the public gallery as guests of the member for Warren–Blackwood. 

Debate Resumed 

Question put and passed; the Council’s amendments agreed to. 
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Ms S.F. McGURK — by leave: I move — 
That amendments 8 to 20 made by the Council be agreed to. 

I will read into the record an explanation of this group of amendments, most of which are amendments to clause 44 
of the bill, which provides the transitional arrangements for the bill. That is the clause we are referring to. These 
amendments are in response to the concerns with the original clause 44 that would have resulted in people with 
a current working with children card who have convictions for an offence committed when an adult, which is being 
moved into schedule 1 of the act, remaining in child-related work and subject to the former offence provisions, 
potentially in perpetuity. The bill proposes substantial changes to offence categorisation through its replacement 
of section 7 and amendments to schedules 1 and 2 of the act. As a result, the number and type of criminal offences 
that will constitute either a class 1 or class 2 offence will increase significantly. The member will be aware of that. 
The transitional arrangements originally proposed in clause 44 meant that people who have a card or a pending 
application on commencement day and are issued a card after commencement day would remain subject to the old 
offence categorisations in perpetuity, until either they were newly charged or convicted of a class 1 or class 2 offence 
on or after commencement or they failed to apply for a further card before the expiry of the current card at any 
time in the future. This approach was taken on the basis that anyone who has been issued with a working with 
children card to date received that card on the grounds that a thorough risk assessment had been completed and 
the person was found not to present an unacceptable risk of harm to children. The government carefully reconsidered 
these issues and moved an amendment to remove the in perpetuity elements from the transitional provisions. This 
will ensure that the level of protection afforded by the new offence categorisations will be implemented on 
a consistent basis going forward. These are the matters that the member referred to in her address. 
Extensive amendments to various provisions in clause 44 were required to accommodate this significant shift. 
The changes mean that any working with children card holder will remain subject to the old offence provisions 
only for the duration of their card and only if that card was current on commencement day or issued after the 
commencement day in response to an application or assessment that was pending; an application to cancel a negative 
notice that was pending on commencement day; or a review or appeal proceeding on foot on commencement day 
or commenced after commencement day if the person is otherwise covered by the transitional arrangements. Once 
the card expires or an application for a further card is made, the person will be subject to the new offence provisions. 
The removal of the in perpetuity elements of the transitional provisions means that all working with children card 
holders will be subject to the new offence categorisations after the life of their current card. If an assessment is 
commenced after commencement day for any reason, be it a new application or a reassessment due to some other 
trigger, the new offence provisions will apply to the person for the purposes of that assessment. 
Ms L. METTAM: Is the minister able to confirm whether any of the seven people who would be affected by this 
amendment had been convicted of the crime of murder? 
Ms S.F. McGURK: These matters were canvassed quite thoroughly in the other place. We were not detailing any 
further information on the nature of the offences, apart from the dates, essentially to remove the risk that those 
offenders and, therefore, their victims could be identified. It is important to point out that the changes that we are 
making will apply to not just those seven people who under the new provisions will have category 1 offences, but 
also all people whose working with children check card will expire or who commit a new offence. Everyone will 
be subject to the new provisions, not just those seven people. 
Ms L. METTAM: That is obviously a good thing. There was a significant focus on the seven because it was 
understood that the seven would have been captured. Those seven had their category upgraded from category 2 to 
category 1. It is a real positive that the state government has supported this amendment. I acknowledge the work 
undertaken in the upper house, with two days of questions on this. Is the minister able to confirm that one of the 
offences committed by one of those seven was as recent as 2004? 
Ms S.F. McGURK: Yes, it is true that one of the offences was 18 years ago. In fact, it was important to note, and 
we were at pains to point out, both in this house and in the other house, that all those people with those convictions 
had received thorough assessments by the unit at the time, and the conclusion drawn by the assessing officers, who 
are skilled in this work, was that they posed no unacceptable risk to children as a result of being issued a card. 
That assessment always takes place under the act, save when there is an automatic negative notice. The difference 
is that when we talk about those people who had category 1 offences, under the new provisions, they would be 
automatically given a negative notice and, therefore, no assessment could take place. The argument put in the other 
place, particularly, was about how those people, whose offences would normally result in an automatic negative 
notice, could actually continue to have their cards. We were persuaded by some of those arguments. In fact, it was 
the government that moved these amendments, not the least of which because the amendments had implications 
for a series of other proposed sections within the bill, so we needed to make sure it was done properly and did not 
have unintended consequences along the way.  
Ms L. METTAM: The opposition is very pleased that these amendments have been supported, on behalf of children 
and families who are the ultimate beneficiaries of this move. The bill in its original form could have put children 
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in danger. I think that what has been achieved here, with the collaboration of the opposition and government, is only 
a good thing, ensuring not only an automatic negative notice for those whose criminal history will fit into category 1, 
but also that, going forward, more robust legislation is in place. I thank the minister. 
Ms S.F. McGURK: I just have to respond to the point that the member has made that the amendments in their 
original form would have put children in danger. That is certainly not my understanding or the advice given by the 
department. Thorough assessments have taken place of those seven people who were identified. Even though they 
had prior convictions, thorough assessments were done by the working with children check unit to assess whether 
they should be given a card. The assessments had been made that they should be given a card and, in fact, the 
acknowledgement that the last conviction or charges in fact date back 18 years is an indication that, certainly, there 
are no further charges or convictions of any of those people. Be that as it may, I think we are in furious agreement 
that these amendments will be an improvement to the act. It is a complex act. We are very proud to be part of 
a government that is making improvements to our working with children check card. Many of these improvements 
are the result of recommendations of the royal commission. This system has been adopted by this Parliament over 
successive governments but, by and large, improved significantly under this government of which I am proud to 
be a member. 
Ms L. METTAM: Just to clarify, we were talking about individuals who had been convicted of crimes such as 
murder, carnal knowledge of an animal and aggravated indecent assault that would be upgraded from category 2 
to category 1. Can I confirm that? 
Ms S.F. McGURK: There is a long list of category 1 offences. These matters, which were canvassed briefly in 
this house but more thoroughly in the other place, were about the implications for people who had past convictions 
that would, under the new bill, be part of the category 1 offences and who, therefore, would have no opportunity to 
have their eligibility for cards assessed and would, in fact, be given an automatic negative notice. We were persuaded 
by some of those arguments, so we moved amendments so that when anyone’s card expires, they will be subject 
to the new laws. I think it was the case previously that if there were a further charge, that person would have been 
subject to a reassessment in any case. I think we are arguing at cross-purposes to the extent that these matters were 
canvassed thoroughly in the other place. In an abundance of caution, we have agreed to move these amendments. 
These amendments will mean that everyone will be subject to the new categorisations on expiry of their current card. 
Question put and passed; the Council’s amendments agreed to. 
The Council acquainted accordingly. 

ROAD TRAFFIC (VEHICLES) AMENDMENT (OFFENSIVE ADVERTISING) BILL 2022 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 24 November. 
MR H.T. JONES (Darling Range) [12.55 pm]: I rise to make a brief contribution to the Road Traffic (Vehicles) 
Amendment (Offensive Advertising) Bill 2022. Like other speakers, I mention that it will implement necessary 
legislative measures to protect against offensive advertising on vehicles in Western Australia. The focus is to address 
offensive advertising on vehicles that put at risk vulnerable social groups such as minority groups, young people 
and victims of domestic violence. Advertising on vehicles is visible to all road users, and unlike other forms of 
advertising, we cannot switch it off or unsubscribe. If people would rather not be exposed to it, they cannot stop 
it, rather like political signage on vehicles, which is very effective. The overwhelming majority of advertising on 
vehicles is perfectly acceptable and a legitimate means to advertise a business. There has, however, been some 
longstanding community concern about sexually explicit, misogynistic or otherwise offensive advertising that has 
appeared on some vehicles. One example is Wicked Campers, which displayed advertising featuring spray-painted 
bright designs, often containing derogatory or offensive pop culture references. Of course, its customer focus was 
on young travellers and backpackers, mostly from overseas. Those people are social media influencers; therefore, 
they project what could be considered our own values across the world to other people. Of course, that was very 
effective in quickly raising the notoriety of Wicked Campers and was likely a boost to its business. I am happy 
to say that it has toned it down and its references to pop culture and television now seem to be from shows like 
Breaking Bad and the completely inoffensive Scooby-Doo. 
The top two countries that provide short-term visitors to Australia are New Zealand and the United Kingdom, who 
share our community values, but the third-largest number of short-term visitors, for less than 12 months, is from 
Singapore. Singapore is famously conservative in its values, with a ban on chewing gum and other quite strict laws 
on litter, graffiti, jaywalking, spitting, expelling mucus from the nose and urinating anywhere but in a toilet. We 
can imagine that the Wicked Campers slogans would be considered quite offensive to people in Singapore and I doubt 
that Wicked Campers would have got away with it over there. We receive many visitors from other conservative 
countries and those people could be dissuaded from visiting or possibly choosing an educational institution here 
based upon their perception of what Australian society accepts. I have travelled extensively in South-East Asia and 
our near neighbours are very conservative. Despite the tourist hotspots in some areas, people there are easily offended 
and would think twice about coming to Australia. 
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On the topic of community acceptance, I want to touch on the 2021 election campaign. The battle for Darling Range 
involved some low-level interference on election signage. My signs were vandalised and drawn on. I have quite 
a large canvas for people to draw hair, hats or horns on my head. 
Mr M.J. Folkard: That is a compliment! 
Mr H.T. JONES: I know! With the absence of a hairstyle, they give me one.  
I did have people attack some of my signage. Alyssa Hayden, the Liberal Party candidate and former member for 
Darling Range, out-spent my campaign on signage. She, too, had some low-level interference with her signage. She 
also had her signage magnified to fit on a semitrailer that she had hired and had placed on Thomas Road in Byford, 
which is a very high exposure road. I learnt during pre-poll that her signage had received a disgusting sexist attack 
overnight. Everyone who drove past could see that she had been attacked in such a horrible way. Her husband, Terry, 
had to go and clean it up the next morning, which is something that he should not have had to endure. I was totally 
appalled by that graffiti, and, as her opponent in the election, I feared that I would somehow be implicated in that 
attack. I am comfortable, to an extent, of clearing myself from political attack. But I am not comfortable with the fact 
that it was an awful example of the pervasive misogyny that sometimes rears its head, particularly when women 
seek leadership or are otherwise in the public eye. 
I try to promote the achievements of women—but not my election adversaries. Earlier this month, I was happy to 
host a women in leadership event at Byford Secondary College. At that event, the Minister for Women’s Interests, 
Hon Simone McGurk, MLA, summarised the Women’s report card, which details the achievements and some of the 
challenges that remain for women in Western Australia. The second speaker at the event was l7-year-old Ellie Birch, 
who spoke about role models for young women. She takes her examples from a whole range of men and women 
of all ages, and picks the best from everyone whom she observes. 
The third speaker was Rosie Paine, deputy principal of Sheoak Grove Primary School in Baldivis. She is also an 
Aboriginal artist of growing renown. Her artwork is featured on Department of Education publications and structures. 
Rosie grew up in remote Western Australia and faced the challenges associated with generational poverty and lack 
of education. She was the second person in her family to complete year 12. Rosie is one of the change-makers in 
her mob, providing an example to others of what can be achieved and raising the next generation, who will grow up 
without some of the deprivations of the past. Rosie’s son Samuel was one of the Follow the Dream students who 
visited Parliament House last week. He is a very bright young man with a very bright future. One thing that Rosie 
said in her speech is that we all need to find a supportive mob in what we are doing—someone who will take us 
along and promote us rather than tear us down. 
I was recently at Byford Secondary College to celebrate the opening of its six seasons garden. The garden features 
artistic interpretations of the seasons, a walkway, native flowers and bush tucker plants, and a yarning circle. It 
was made possible by a $20 000 contribution that I made as an election commitment, and also the contribution of 
others, particularly the grounds people, who did a lot of the work. 
I have spoken previously about the work of Byford Secondary College in supporting Aboriginal students through 
tutoring and celebration of culture. I have also spoken about the passion of its staff, including Michelle Barrett, who 
was recognised as the Western Australian Education Assistant of the Year in 2021. Michelle is joined by former student 
Mitch Merritt, who is also providing a strong mentoring role and was here at Parliament House last week as well. 
I also recently visited Beenyup Primary School for the opening of its yarning circle. I was pleasantly surprised 
with that school’s integration of Aboriginal language into the curriculum. The positive engagement and advocacy of 
Aboriginal culture and language will pay dividends in the student generation. When I was at school 40 years ago, 
or more, I do not recall anything similar; it was just depictions of Aboriginal people on the Swan River. 
I also want to mention Byford man Wayne Ryder, who won the Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Student of the Year Award in Adelaide recently. That was a fantastic effort. Wayne is a man who has overcome 
some rough times in his life to become a respected leader in his field. I hope that this award will give him a platform 
from which to shout and advocate for his causes. 
It is also important to acknowledge the efforts of the Department of Justice to rehabilitate the prisoner population. 
We must acknowledge the work that is done by the people in Justice and Corrections. That work and effort is not 
diminished by the challenges faced and the incidents that we hear of. They do great work, and there are many success 
stories. I congratulate the Department of Justice on winning both gold and bronze at the 2022 Australian Training 
Awards. The department’s prisoner traineeship program, Raising the Bar Behind Bars, won gold in the apprenticeships 
employer award category. The program has supported more than 4 775 prisoners in the apprenticeships or traineeships 
scheme and has a completion rate of 70 per cent. The department’s Making Tracks program, which opens training 
pathways for prisoners to help them prepare to enter or re-enter the workplace, won bronze. 
After 30 years in the Navy, I am acutely aware of the importance of morale on a team or workforce—without 
morale, we cannot achieve anything. This is why I have attempted to support and lift the public reputation of the 
Shire of Serpentine–Jarrahdale. I am particularly cognisant of the great people who work in that organisation. They 
receive constant criticism, and they are a political football. I publicly support the work that they do, and if I think 
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that something needs to be addressed, I will talk to the CEO or the shire president to find a solution that will 
improve the lives of people in the shire. I was very glad to see that youth development worker Samantha Wenban 
from the Shire of Serpentine–Jarrahdale recently made the finals of the WA Youth Work Awards. The Minister for 
Youth mentioned those awards earlier. To be a finalist is a wonderful achievement and it bodes well for the youth 
of Serpentine–Jarrahdale. 
I also want to mention that I recently joined the Minister for Corrective Services on a visit to Karnet Prison Farm 
in Serpentine to celebrate 11 detained Aboriginal men who have graduated with a certificate II in civil construction 
through the Carey Bindjareb project. “Carey” refers to Carey Training, which is part of Carey Group Holdings, 
Australia’s leading First Nation commercial enterprise, and “Bindjareb” refers to the fact that Karnet is on 
Bindjareb Boodja. Carey Group Holdings was founded by Daniel Tucker, the managing director, who was present 
at the event, along with the CEO, Moses Panashe, and the general manager of training, Raphael Poole. There have 
been 90 graduates since the program started in 2019, of which two-thirds are in mining-related employment. That 
was my first visit to an adult correctional facility. Like anyone else who has not previously been to such an institution, 
for my preparation I had to rely on television and movies, but I was quickly made to feel comfortable. It had a large 
canteen area, and was not unlike a Defence establishment. Some of the graduates were big intimidating-looking 
fellas, but they were all terrified of public speaking. Public speaking is actually a great leveller. 
Aboriginal elder Uncle John Alexander had asked me earlier in the proceedings whether I would lead the Yokai. 
I had no idea what the Yokai was. It is spelt Y-O-K-A-I. I thought I would be polite and said yes. It is essentially 
a call to arms, or a celebration. I would not scream out the word “Yokai” in the chamber! It was quite moving. There 
were about 70 people there, and everyone joined in. 
I want to mention a previous graduate of the program named John. He was featured on the Channel 7 News story 
about the event. He was very nervous and did not want to talk publicly. He is now a fly-in fly-out sparky. When he 
was asked what job he does, he did not say, “I work FIFO and I’m a sparky.” He said that his job is being a father. 
That is his role. That is what makes him proud. That is what makes him a man in his family. 
I am very glad to see these programs delivering real change, particularly to Aboriginal people who have found 
themselves in prison. This made me ponder my own life. I was born in Wales back in the day. We will not mention 
the World Cup or the rugby at the moment. I came to Perth when I was 11 years old, in 1978. I was teased a little bit 
for my accent, but it was not significant. I was essentially integrated into society seamlessly and had every opportunity 
to do what I wanted, and some opportunities that I did not take. However, I often think about an 11-year-old 
Aboriginal boy who was born here, one of many generations who have lived on this land, who faced discrimination 
and untold roadblocks. It makes me think how lucky I am that I came to a new country and was accepted, but it also 
made me realise that Aboriginal people did not enjoy the same level of acceptance then and they still do not today. 
They face constant racism and discrimination. 
In closing, I did a quick tour around my electorate to show that respect for each other and ourselves goes a long 
way to improving our collective morale. Although not all disrespect leads to violence, all violence starts with 
disrespect. This bill seeks to eliminate disrespect. In the case of Wicked Campers, I think it has got the message. 
I commend the bill to the house. 
MS H.M. BEAZLEY (Victoria Park) [1.10 pm]: I rise to speak on the Road Traffic (Vehicles) Amendment 
(Offensive Advertising) Bill 2022. This bill will implement the necessary legislative measures to protect against 
offensive advertising on vehicles in our state. It seeks to address the issue of offensive advertising on vehicles, 
the type of advertising that puts at risk vulnerable social groups such as minority groups, young people, victims of 
domestic violence and women. Women are neither a minority nor inherently vulnerable—quite the opposite—but 
we are a group that has been targeted by such offensive advertising due to the fact that some companies believe that 
misogyny sells. I guess it is the vehicle version of clickbait. It is totally unacceptable. This legislation acknowledges 
that and deals with it. 
Advertising on vehicles is visible to all road users. Unlike other forms of advertising, people cannot switch it off, turn 
the page, unsubscribe to avoid it or, if people are like me, they would rather their children were not exposed to it. As 
someone who worked in senior positions in marketing and advertising for many years, as well as half a dozen years 
of owning my own business, I can attest to how effective vehicle advertising is. When I had my business, it was 
nine months from when I launched to when I could afford to put advertising on my car. I saw a noticeable uptick 
in my business once I did that. I plastered my vehicle with advertising and it was out on the streets of Perth every 
day. After 18 months in business, I surveyed my clients to find out how they found out about me. Word of mouth 
and vehicle advertising were the top two. A surprising advertising fact that many people do not know, but which 
I certainly took advantage of in my time in the industry, is that 40 per cent of consumer purchasing decisions are 
made on the commute home from work. Companies know this and are willing to pay the price to be seen on the 
drive home. Car ads are important to business owners because on a single day that advert can generate as many as 
70 000 impressions. This makes it a lucrative business for advertisers and it is why those in our community who 
decide to make their cars available to advertisers to use as mobile billboards can make around $500 a month. It is 
not a bad side hustle, to be honest, as long as the advertising meets community expectations. 
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Through these transit adverts, as they are often known, companies can reach hundreds of thousands, if not millions, 
of prospective customers on our WA roads every week. It is a highly cost effective way of disseminating a brand 
message to a mass audience. The overwhelming majority of advertising on vehicles is perfectly acceptable and is 
a legitimate means to promote a business. There has, however, been longstanding community concern about sexually 
explicit, misogynistic or otherwise offensive advertising that has appeared on some vehicles. It has been highly 
unfortunate, to say the least, that brands like Wicked Campers have used their vehicles to disseminate an incredibly 
offensive brand message. Wicked Campers has used its vehicles to display slogans that are highly derogatory and 
offensive to any reasonable person. Being a vehicle, they are not limited to a particular location or audience. These 
vans are, and have been, on the roads across the length and breadth of our state. 
Until this bill, there has not been any legislation or regulation in WA that requires an advertiser, vehicle owner or 
vehicle licence holder to remove advertising that is deemed offensive from a vehicle. The Road Traffic (Vehicles) 
Amendment (Offensive Advertising) Bill recognises our community’s concern about offensive advertising on 
vehicles. Failure to implement these legislative measures in WA may result in a vehicle that has had its registration 
cancelled due to offensive advertising in another state or territory being moved and licensed in WA. I certainly do 
not want WA to be the dumping ground for vehicles displaying offensive slogans. This bill has been developed 
and based on the Queensland model, which has proven to be effective in addressing offensive advertising on 
vehicles. Doing so also means there will be a nationally harmonised approach to this issue. Offensive advertising 
is pretty obvious to any reasonable person. It includes advertising that uses obscene language that is degrading, 
that deals inappropriately with sex or violence or, importantly, that discriminates against or vilifies any section of 
our community. An important distinction needs to be made between advertising and an individual’s right to freedom 
of expression. The government does not seek to erode an individual’s right to express themselves freely. The powers 
introduced by this bill will be limited only to vehicles displaying advertising that is deemed offensive. 
The bill contains amendments to the Road Traffic (Vehicles) Act 2012, providing the CEO of the Department of 
Transport the power to issue a licence warning notice and cancel, suspend or refuse to grant or transfer a vehicle 
licence. If the CEO receives written notification from Ad Standards that the advertising displayed on a vehicle 
breaches the Australian Association of National Advertisers Code of Ethics and the responsible person for the 
vehicle has failed to rectify the advertisement in the prescribed time, which is 14 days from the date, the CEO will 
issue a warning notice. 
It should be noted that Ad Standards’ process, together with the new process contained in this bill, will ensure 
multiple opportunities for offensive advertisements to be removed from vehicles. In other words, advertisers will 
be given ample opportunity to do the right thing. Although we do not see as much offensive advertising on vehicles 
on our roads as we used to, it still exists and the fact that it is not currently regulated means that offensive advertising 
on vehicles remains entirely possible. 
Between 2008 and 2012, what is now known as the Australian Association of National Advertisers received 
numerous complaints about vehicles displaying offensive advertising. In 2014, an online petition opposing allegedly 
sexist and misogynistic slogans was published and protests about this issue occurred in the Australian Senate. 
Following that, in 2019 at a meeting of the Transport and Infrastructure Council, all Australian transport ministers, 
including Western Australia’s, committed to a national approach to dealing with offensive advertising on vehicles 
and the introduction of regulatory measures or other policy instruments to address offensive advertising on vehicles 
based on the Queensland model. This bill is the result of that agreement and does as agreed. 
I mentioned the online petition of 2014. That petition centred on Wicked Campers. I would like to revisit this 
petition as it was the impetus for the discussion and agreement at the 2019 TIC meeting, and therefore this bill. 
The contents of this petition articulate why such legislation and regulation is needed. The 2014 change.org petition 
garnered over 125 000 signatures nationwide and was titled “Eliminate misogynistic and degrading slogans and 
imagery.” I seek forgiveness in advance, as quoting from this petition will mean the use of very unparliamentary 
language. The petition’s owner, Paula Orbea, stated in the introduction of her petition that her then 11-year-old 
daughter had just seen a Wicked Camper emblazoned with the slogan “In every Princess there’s a little slut who 
wants to try it just once”. Ms Orbea stated—I completely understand—that her daughter was upset by this because 
she felt, as a girl, that the slogan was referring to her, and it made her fear being perceived that way. To be honest, 
Ms Orbea was very controlled in her commentary. I am not sure I would have been. This slogan is the definition 
of misogyny, and it made me rile. Ms Orbea listed other slogans featured on Wicked Camper vehicles that make 
their way into every corner of WA and Australia. It is abhorrent for me to say these out loud, but it is important to 
understand the necessity of this bill, so here goes: “A wife: an attachment you screw on the bed to get the housework 
done.” “A blow job is a great last-minute gift.” “Fat girls are harder to kidnap.” “I wouldn’t trust anything that 
bleeds for five days and doesn’t die!” An exclamation point is included at the end of the last one, just to drive that 
message home. It is not just misogyny that has had a run by Wicked Campers, but also racism with slogans like, 
“Save a whale—Harpoon a Jap”. That is more than I can stomach, so that is where I will leave those quotes. 
I am sure all members in this and the other place would agree that these slogans are offensive and do not generally 
belong in our community conversation, let alone emblazoned on vehicles on our roads. As I said, vehicle advertising 
cannot be tuned out, it cannot be turned off and people cannot avert their eyes from it. I am pleased that my children 
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have seen very little of this advertising as it has been depleting over the last few years, right when my children gained 
the ability to read. Such offensive and verbally violent slogans are complete anathema to kids like mine who 
are taught love, equality and inclusivity at home, at school and at their sporting clubs. I have two boys and I work 
hard to instil in them knowledge of the equality of women, that there is no such thing as a superior sex and that we 
are all capable of skill and expertise regardless of gender. To be faced with such offensive advertising like that by 
Wicked Campers sends a message that is the polar opposite of the values that we are trying to encourage in the next 
generation, and is incredibly damaging to the foundation of our community and its inclusive spirit. 

We are moving forward as a community. Our expectations are changing. I am proud of how we grow and progress 
as a society. It almost goes without saying that this legislation will not impact on the overwhelming majority of 
vehicle advertising. It is targeted at only the worst examples that have no place whatsoever on our roads. I am pleased 
that our government is using the levers at its disposal to stamp out such obvious forms of offensive advertising that 
hurt so many and do nothing to strengthen either our community of people or our business community. I am pleased 
to commend the Road Traffic (Vehicles) Amendment (Offensive Advertising) Bill 2022 to the house. 

MS C.M. ROWE (Belmont) [1.21 pm]: I am really pleased to speak on the Road Traffic (Vehicles) Amendment 
(Offensive Advertising) Bill 2022. I would like to begin by passing on my sincere thanks to the Minister for 
Transport for bringing this really important bill to the house. As many members have mentioned, this bill will deal 
with misogyny in a really impactful way. It is fantastic that the Minister for Transport is using her portfolio to 
bring about something that signifies how we, as a government, deal with this type of discrimination. 

I was recently confronted by one of these stickers on a car. It was 7.30 in the morning and I was going to the public 
swimming pool with my two daughters who are aged seven and 10. I will not read word for word the sticker that 
I saw on the car, but members will probably understand where it is going. It said, “Petrol grunt gets the”—the last 
word started with a “c”. When I saw that sticker, I felt enraged at the prospect of having to explain what it meant 
to my two little daughters. I am totally relieved that they did not actually see it, but I photographed it because 
I knew that this bill was coming on for debate and it gave me a real fire in the belly to speak on it. 

This is quite a simple bill. For many people, it would seem to deal with a niche issue. I am not going to quote the 
advertising on Wicked Campers because, quite frankly, everything that that company does is utterly disgusting and 
pathetic. The member for Victoria Park made some excellent comments about Wicked Campers, but just hearing 
those quotes has given me a bit of a rage blackout on the company, so I will leave it there. 

The advertising that this bill will deal with seeks to degrade and denigrate already marginalised groups in our community, 
and groups that are not marginalised—women. We make up over 50 per cent of the population, but somehow we 
never seem to be treated with equality in this community. As the member for Victoria Park just mentioned, this 
advertising includes racist slogans and awful language that targets the most vulnerable in our community, such as 
people of different races and ethnic backgrounds and also those from our LGBTIQ+ community. It is important to 
keep that in mind. 

The bill is designed to prohibit these offensive advertisements. It is not designed to take away people’s licences or 
vehicles. The bill’s design and intent is very simple: to stop people from putting these offensive advertisements on 
their vehicles. As other members have already mentioned, when a person drives along a road in a public environment, 
they cannot turn off the advertising content and they cannot look away because they are trying to keep their vehicle 
on the road—there is no capacity to self-censor what they see. That is why this bill is incredibly important. 

In the eight years since a major petition was put to federal Parliament, all other jurisdictions across Australia 
have implemented similar restrictions because of the large amount of community disquiet around such offensive 
advertisements. All other jurisdictions have since dealt with misogynistic, sexually explicit and violent advertisements. 

I am not going to touch on Wicked Campers; I think the company is disgusting. But as an aside, when I saw that 
advertisement on a car at the Belmont Oasis Leisure Centre, I was really galvanised to talk on this bill because of 
the context in which we live from a societal point of view. What we are presently dealing with may seem like a small 
issue, but in the context of the very sobering research around inequality that still exists, it really paints a picture that 
necessitates such a bill. I will quickly reference the Respect@Work: National inquiry into sexual harassment in 
Australian workplaces report that came out in 2020 — 

The 2018 National Survey provides a clear picture of the pervasiveness of sexual harassment in Australia 
workplaces. The results indicate that 33% of people who had been in the workforce in the previous 
five years said they had experienced workplace sexual harassment. 

It is not just a handful of people who have experienced this type of thing. The report further states — 

Through the Inquiry, the Commission heard about the way in which power disparities in society, as 
well as in the workplace, enabled sexual harassment. Overwhelmingly, the Commission heard that gender 
inequality was the key power disparity that drives sexual harassment. Gender inequality relates to the 
unequal distribution of power, resources and opportunity between men and women in society, due to 
prevailing societal norms and structures. 
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Moving on from that report, research indicates overwhelmingly that those who experience sexual harassment in 
the workplace are women. But if we drill down further into the research contained within this report, it shows that 
when other intersectionalities are at play amongst these women—such as being younger, being from the LGBTIQ 
community, being an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander, having a disability, being a migrant or coming from 
a culturally and linguistically diverse background—they are even more at risk. This points to the fact that those 
who are most vulnerable are disproportionately targeted in the workplace. 
It is important to note that sexual harassment has an enormous impact on a person’s outlook. The report states — 

The Inquiry found that as well as having a devastating and profound impact on individuals, workplace 
sexual harassment also undermines workplace productivity … 

That is a no-brainer; it would be a pretty awful work culture if sexual harassment was going on. This report is an 
incredibly sobering read. We really have so much work to do in this space, but I would like to touch on younger 
people and how they are impacted in terms of gender inequality. What do they think about gender equality? This is 
even more sobering and makes for really angry reading. An article in The West Australian of 8 September states — 

Being sexually harassed by men is among the biggest worries of today’s teenage schoolgirls with an 
11-year-old girl telling a study she feared “being” raped when she walked past an older man. 
… 
Almost 500 written responses — 

That was in response to the report I quoted from before — 
described how girls felt unsafe around boys and men, attributed mainly to sexualised staring, sexual 
harassment, and the fear of sexual assault. 

These are children. These are not adults; these are children in a school setting. The article continues — 
Some female respondents reported having a general fear of men and sexual assault. 

To be clear, these were not children who had experienced trauma or sexual assault. These are just children across 
the board. The report also states — 

Behaviour by men, such as leering in public, created everyday anxiety in girls. 
I quote directly from a girl who was 11 years old — 

“When I walk past a older man having to fear if I will get raped or kidnapped—because this is what our 
world has come to today,” … 

This is an 11-year-old girl! The article goes on — 
A 15-year-old agreed that older men made her uncomfortable. 
“When I’m at the shops or running by myself there’s usually always a man just staring at me or looking 
me up and down. It makes me feel very unsafe and uncomfortable,” she said. 
Some of the girls reported that the male students sexually harassed or assaulted them. 

One girl said — 
“I have been touched inappropriately by older students,” … 

She was 13. It goes on — 
A 16-year-old who was indecent assaulted said she was disappointed her school didn’t remove her alleged 
perpetrator from their grounds, despite him being charged and arrested. 

I have a report here called Girls’ wellbeing: Insights from the 2021 Speaking Out Survey. It is not just about how 
sexualised they are; it speaks to these advertisements that we are trying to ban. They not only are sexually explicit, 
but also clearly objectify girls and women. There is a quote here from a 12-year-old. She says — 

I am teased a lot about my appearance and my body weight. I feel very insecure about how I look and 
I always try and cover my body so I’m not judged. 

These are the fears and the thoughts of children. They are already worried about how they are looked at by the 
world because there is so much content in the modern context on social media and the like. The children are already 
inundated with sexualised images; add these horrendous advertisements on top of it and we make them feel like 
they are nothing but objects. 
Testimonials in the report state — 

… the boys are disrespectful to all the girls and treat the girls like property Cat call the girls Extremely 
disrespectful to the girls And the male teachers … do nothing. 
… 
I have been touched inappropriately by older students … 
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This is also from a 13-year-old girl. I can go on, but I think I have made the point that it is quite plain that we are 
failing our children. This report is very recent. I have just seen another quote here that I will read out because 
I think this really drives it home — 

Adults can be creepy sometimes, and please don’t give us weird looks on public transport. 

This is from a 16-year-old girl. A 13-year-old girl said — 

I feel unsafe] when I’m alone in shops or car parks and there are old men catcalling to staring at me, when 
I’m alone in public in general. 

This is the atmosphere that our young people are growing up in. We can overlay that with some of the things 
that are going on in the school context. I refer to a situation from early this year when seven teenage boys aged 
between 14 and 17 allegedly groped and indecently assaulted up to 30 girls at a school-organised social event. It 
was a combined school social catch-up. These 30 girls went off to some social event—maybe it was a disco; it does 
not say what it was in this article. The boys just received a caution; I find that disappointing. This is the environment 
that we are dealing with at the moment. A culture that is very prevalent amongst many parts of our community is 
that young boys and men do not understand consent and respectful relationships as a whole. 

I will quote from an article from The Sydney Morning Herald entitled, “Entitlement to women’s bodies is an 
‘unnamed presence’ in sexual assault cases”. Katrina Marson is a lawyer who has quite a lot of expert understanding 
around consent because of her work. The article quotes her — 

The invisible power that “wraps itself around [some young men] and drives them, though they may not 
even know it”, is the sense of entitlement to women’s bodies that they feel. 

“It’s all the expectations that person [the perpetrator] had; their beliefs, what they were taught and understood 
about what they were entitled to in that moment when they ended up visiting sexual violence upon 
someone else.” 

The article goes on about the fact that there is a sense of sexual entitlement that is really pervasive amongst young 
men in our community. That is something that I want to acknowledge. I put on the record that we have the very 
first Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence, Minister McGurk. She has done a great deal of work 
to rectify this through the expansion of the respectful relationships program in our school settings. I think that will 
go a long way to bringing about attitudinal changes within our community. It is absolutely necessary. 

It is not just the sexual harassment of young girls in the school setting that is problematic. On 3 November, it was 
reported that teachers are now being affected by sexual harassment by students. Young men and boys are especially 
targeting female teachers. This would be incredibly confronting, especially for a younger cohort of teachers who 
may be just out of university. The article states— 

“It can be offensive comments, and in some instances, it can be threatening comments, like: ‘I’m going 
to rape you, Miss,” … 

That is what one teacher said. As I said, that is from an article from The West Australian of 3 November of this 
year. The teacher goes on to say — 

… few women wore a skirt to work because if they leaned over a desk, a pupil would be behind them 
making sexual gestures. 

I think this further illustrates the context that we are dealing with, particularly with the sense of entitlement among 
younger men and boys. Even a school classroom is not a safe place for women, even when the woman is the teacher. 

I will make a quick reference to some of the facts. The 16 Days in WA campaign is ongoing at the moment and 
it is worth acknowledging that, tragically, we still have so much work to do to stamp out domestic violence in 
our community. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms C.M. ROWE: We know that one in two women have experienced sexual harassment since the age of 15. Last 
year, there were 3 048 victims of sexual assault in WA—in just one year alone. In terms of domestic violence 
cases, we know that every week a woman dies at the hands of an intimate partner in Australia. This is all related; if 
we accept that it is okay to degrade and objectify women and allow misogynistic advertisements, that sets the tone 
for everything else about how women are treated in our community. 

I will leave my comments there and finish off by saying, once again, that I would like to thank the Minister for 
Transport for bringing this important bill to the house because it just sets the tone: we are not going to look away 
from this type of behaviour. We are not going to remain silent on it. I am incredibly grateful as a woman, as a mum 
of two daughters, and, more importantly, as someone who stands here as a Labor member of Parliament. It makes 
me incredibly proud that we are saying we do not condone any sort of objectification of women. I will end on my 
favourite feminist quote: “If you’re not angry, you’re not paying attention”. 



 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 30 November 2022] 6165 

 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [1.41 pm] — in reply: I thank members for their 
contributions to the second reading debate on the Road Traffic (Vehicles) Amendment (Offensive Advertising) 
Bill 2022. I also thank the opposition for its support of the bill. I would like to respond to some of the matters 
raised by the opposition’s lead speaker, the member for Moore. On the topic of whether the bill will be referred to 
the Legislative Council’s Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, I can advise it will 
not be. Although the bill gives rise to a national approach to dealing with offensive advertising on vehicles, it will 
not introduce a uniform scheme or uniform laws throughout the commonwealth. All other jurisdictions have now 
introduced legislative or policy measures to address offensive advertising on vehicles. Each has taken a different 
approach to reform, having regard to their own legislative frameworks. This bill will provide for unique changes 
to Western Australia’s legislation so that Western Australia may address offensive advertising on vehicles in a way 
that is consistent with the national approach. 
I would also like to respond to some of the comments made by the member for Moore in his summary of the 
Department of Transport’s process of dealing with offensive advertising. It is correct that when Ad Standards receives 
a complaint or referral, Ad Standards will advise the Department of Transport that a complaint has been made 
about a particular vehicle. Ad Standards will engage with the advertiser and will not know details of the vehicle 
licence holder. When notified of a complaint, the Department of Transport will check whether the advertiser is the 
vehicle licence holder; however, it will not disclose any information to Ad Standards as there is no legislative 
authority to share such information. If the Department of Transport finds that the vehicle licence holder is not the 
advertiser, it will notify the licence holder that a complaint has been made about their vehicle, for their awareness 
and so they can take action to remedy the issue to avoid possible cancellation of the vehicle licence. 
If the Ad Standards Community Panel determines that the advertisement is offensive, it will write to the advertiser 
requesting removal of the offensive elements from the advertisement and provide sufficient time for the advertiser 
to do so—approximately 25 days. If the advertiser fails to remove the offensive elements within the required time, 
Ad Standards will notify the Department of Transport, which in turn will notify the vehicle licence holder of the 
intent to cancel their vehicle licence if the offensive advertisement is not removed within 28 days. If the offensive 
advertisement is not removed within 28 days, DOT will notify the licence holder that their vehicle licence will be 
cancelled on a specified date. 
The member for Moore knows there are not many vehicles of concern in Western Australia and that this is a good 
thing. The point of this bill is to stamp out this behaviour for good and deal with any vehicles in the future that 
display offensive advertising. The government is concerned that the failure to participate in this national approach 
may result in Western Australia becoming the jurisdiction of choice for licensing vehicles displaying offensive 
advertising. That concern only highlights the importance of not delaying this legislation, and the government is 
committed to this national approach. It is important to note, too, that in the past, these vehicles were primarily used 
by backpackers. Of course, over the past three years, there have not been many backpackers, but we are seeing 
more coming into the state, so we do not want to allow these vehicles to be on our roads. 
The member for Moore also mentioned the size of the advertisements in his contribution to the second reading 
debate. I can advise the bill does not consider the size of an advertisement and will consider only whether it is an 
advertisement. That is because only advertisements that can be considered by Ad Standards will be captured by this 
bill, regardless of the size. The Australian Association of National Advertisers Code of Ethics, which Ad Standards 
assesses an advertisement against, defines “advertising” as — 

(a). any advertising, marketing communication or material which is published or broadcast using any 
Medium or any activity which is undertaken by, or on behalf of an advertiser or marketer, 

• over which the advertiser or marketer has a reasonable degree of control, and 
• that draws the attention of the public in a manner calculated to promote or oppose directly or 

indirectly a product, service, person, organisation or line of conduct … 
I mentioned this whole definition to illustrate what ads Ad Standards will consider and note that the definition of 
“advertising” captures all advertising mediums. However, this bill will address only advertising on a vehicle. 
On the topic of bumper stickers and what constitutes an advertisement, I can advise that this bill was not intended 
to capture bumper stickers. As described a moment ago in the definition of “advertising” used by Ad Standards, 
the advertising must be something over which the advertiser or marketer has a reasonable degree of control. Once 
distributed, bumper stickers are no longer in control of the advertiser. Although it is possible that Ad Standards 
may consider a bumper sticker as an advertisement, if an advertising bumper sticker were found to breach the code, 
Ad Standards would seek to stop production and distribution of the bumper sticker, rather than deal with the vehicles. 
The ACT is the only jurisdiction that is not using the Ad Standards process by making its own consideration of 
whether an advertisement is offensive. The ACT will consider an advertisement that is greater than 297 millimetres 
by 105 millimetres, which will not include standard bumper stickers, which are smaller. 
I thank everyone for their contributions to this debate. There have been significant contributions by many people 
in this chamber. I am very proud to have introduced this legislation in conjunction with the Minister for Women’s 
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Interests. I think we have all heard the stories. We have all been in situations in which our daughter or son or friends 
or family friends see some of the disgraceful comments on these vehicles. I never quite understood why a company 
would do it. It is just awful. I am not sure what clientele it was trying to attract. It was just completely awful and 
disgusting. I want to make sure that we never see those types of vehicles on our streets again. 
I commend this bill to the house. 
Question put and passed. 
Bill read a second time. 
[Leave denied to proceed forthwith to third reading.] 

Consideration in Detail 
Clause 1: Short title — 
Ms L. METTAM: As I understand it, WA is one of the last jurisdictions—maybe the last—to commit to the national 
advertising standards. Have any other jurisdictions run into issues in implementing the legislation’s intent? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: There have been no problems with the introduction of this sort of legislation. There have been 
nine cancellations in other states. 
Ms L. METTAM: I understand this bill is most like the legislation that has been introduced in Queensland. Can 
the minister confirm that there have been no significant issues in Queensland? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes, it is most like the one in Queensland; and, yes, no other significant issues have been 
raised in that jurisdiction. 
Ms L. METTAM: Just to clarify, is this uniform legislation; and, if not, what is the justification for it not being uniform? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: No, it is not uniform legislation. In my second reading reply I outlined that it is a national 
approach but every state has used, in a sense, a different way of banning these vehicles. We have been pretty 
consistent, apart from the ACT, which has been a bit different in deciding who is the adjudicator of the offensive 
advertising. It is a national approach but every state has brought in its own legislation.  
Ms L. METTAM: Further to questions asked in the other place, how many pieces of correspondence has the 
minister received on this legislation, and which groups wrote to her? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I do not have that information with me. I remember receiving some correspondence and 
complaints about the nature of the vehicles. When we made the announcement that we would ban this type of 
advertising, I got some letters that welcomed the initiative. Sorry, I do not have all the correspondence I have received 
on this in front of me. I remember it being raised and discussed at some national infrastructure and transport ministers’ 
meetings between jurisdictions. It was something that everyone very much agreed to do. I think it was just a matter 
of timing and making sure we could all get our legislation drafted and put in place. 
Ms L. METTAM: Is the minister able to identify which of the groups that contacted her on this legislation were 
supportive or not? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I do not remember seeing any correspondence from people who did not support it. As I recall, 
a lot of the correspondence was from individual members of the public, frankly. I think some organisations 
corresponded, but I do not recall. Basically, every bit of correspondence or view that I have seen on this has 
been very supportive of the legislation. 
Clause put and passed. 
Clause 2: Commencement — 
Ms L. METTAM: What will determine when the bulk of the bill will be ready to be proclaimed, and what other 
steps are required for this to be done? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: As soon as the bill goes through the other place, all of our systems will be ready to go. I have 
been advised that no regulations will need to be drafted. As soon as the bill receives royal assent and is proclaimed, 
it will be ready to go. 
Clause put and passed. 
Clause 3 put and passed. 
Clause 4: Section 3 amended — 
Ms L. METTAM: Why was “licence warning notice” not fully defined in clause 4? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Because that definition is included in clause 9 under proposed division 2. A number of definitions 
will be inserted under proposed division 2, “Offensive advertisements on vehicles”. 
Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 5 and 6 put and passed. 
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Clause 7: Section 5 amended — 
Ms L. METTAM: When will the regulations for the CEO to grant, renew, transfer or vary a licence be updated? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: They do not need to be updated. They are already in place. 
Ms L. METTAM: I understand that on page 6, the explanatory memorandum states — 

It is intended that the CEO will have the flexibility to be satisfied that offensive advertising has been 
removed from a vehicle. This could be achieved by a visual check at the time a vehicle is inspected prior to 
the grant of a licence … or alternatively by providing a means for an applicant to declare that the offensive 
advertisement has been removed from the vehicle, along with providing supporting photographic evidence. 

Page 2 of the explanatory memorandum gives further detail. Why does this clause refer only to the removal of 
advertising and not the removal or modification of an advertisement? I can go into the explanatory memorandum. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It means the same thing. 
Clause put and passed. 
Clause 8: Section 9 amended — 
Ms L. METTAM: Can the minister outline some of the circumstances that might lead to the suspension of 
a licence rather than a cancellation? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It is intended that most circumstances will lead to cancellations. This will just give an opportunity 
and create some flexibility to allow for suspension. In contemplating an example, it could be for a logistical reason; 
for example, a car might be in regional WA and there might not be sufficient time for it to be inspected or to have 
the advertising removed, so the licence might be suspended rather than cancelled. That is just an example. It is mainly 
just to give the CEO some flexibility in enforcing the act. 
Clause put and passed. 
Clause 9: Part 2 Division 2 inserted — 
Ms L. METTAM: I just want to clarify whether aligning with Ad Standards will capture small items such as 
bumper stickers. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I explained that in my response to the second reading debate. Size does not matter, but the 
type of sign — 
A member interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I know! I cannot believe I just said that. 
Mr M. McGowan: What did you say? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Do not worry about it. It would have to be an advertisement and not just a normal bumper sticker. 
Ms L. METTAM: The bill does not define “offensive” but instead allows the advertising code and Ad Standards’ 
judgement to be the determining factor. Can the minister clarify that and the reason that is the case? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We do not try to define “offensive” because the key decision-maker will be the Ad Standards 
board. We are giving it the power to define what is offensive. It will not be up to the CEO to make those decisions; 
it will be up to the CEO to cancel or suspend a licence. 
Ms L. METTAM: This section does not explain what constitutes advertising. Can the minister explain what is 
considered to be advertising for the purposes of this bill? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I read it out in my response today. I outlined the clause that defines advertising. I can read it 
again or the member can just refer to the Hansard. 
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 6175.] 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
BANKSIA HILL DETENTION CENTRE — PREMIER’S MEETING — 

PROFESSOR FIONA STANLEY’S COMMENTS 
800. Ms M.J. DAVIES to the Premier: 
I refer to the Minister for Corrective Services’ answer to my question yesterday in question time when he said 
he was taking legal advice on how to respond to comments by Professor Fiona Stanley and the clearly different 
recollections of the Premier, the minister and other participants at the meeting. Can the Premier explain why the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People said that the Premier had taken 21 pages of notes during the meeting 
but he advised in an answer to the Legislative Council that no transcript, minutes or audio of the meeting were taken? 
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Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
What I said was entirely true. Can the Leader of the Opposition tell the difference between the answer to the 
question in the upper house and what I said yesterday? I took 23 pages of notes. They were not minutes, it was not 
a transcript and it was not audio. I answered the question from the upper house truthfully. I do not know what else 
the Leader of the Opposition is after. 
I want to repeat two things that I said yesterday. Firstly, the column that I saw in The West Australian yesterday 
by Professor Stanley said that the minister was advocating against Aboriginal people getting employed. That is 
totally untrue. The minister advocated for Aboriginal people being employed, particularly at Banksia Hill. That is 
what he said in the meeting. He was absolutely clear on that point. Secondly, the only person who said there needed 
to be a further inquiry was Daniel Morrison. At least four or five other invitees said they did not want any further 
inquiries. One of those who said they did not want a further inquiry was Professor Fiona Stanley. She said she did 
not want a further inquiry. That is what she said at the meeting. Everyone heard it. It was written clearly in my 
notes of the meeting. I do not understand why people are now saying something completely contrary publicly to 
what they said in the meeting. 

BANKSIA HILL DETENTION CENTRE — PREMIER’S MEETING — 
PROFESSOR FIONA STANLEY’S COMMENTS 

801. Ms M.J. DAVIES to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Is it normal practice for the Premier’s office to hold summits or meetings without 
taking formal minutes; and will he table his 21 pages of notes to resolve the issues that have arisen over the last 
couple of days? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I do not know about the Leader of the Opposition but on a daily basis I would have maybe six separate meetings. 
On a daily basis, I would attend one or two functions, quite often have a press conference and attend numerous 
other things. There are not necessarily audio recordings or minutes taken of the meetings I have. I constantly 
have meetings; that is the nature of government. The only person I am aware of who recorded their meetings was 
Richard Nixon, and we all know what happened there. 
I really do not know what the Leader of the Opposition is trying to get to. If the central point here is who said what 
at the meeting, I advised her before that Professor Stanley said she did not want a royal commission or further 
inquiries. She said she knows what needs to be done. That is what she said. The minister said he wants to employ 
more Aboriginal people in corrective services, particularly at Banksia Hill. Obviously, a range of recruitment issues 
are going on at the moment. He said that and he also said he wanted to employ people from the African community. 
He said that as well. The Leader of the Opposition would have to ask Professor Stanley why she is saying things 
publicly now that are totally contrary to what she said in the meeting. 

Visitors — Mary’s Mount Primary School and Princess Jasmine, Princess Zhuri and Charlie Clarke 
The SPEAKER: On behalf of the member for Kalamunda, I would like to acknowledge and welcome the year 6 
leadership team and their principal from Mary’s Mount Primary School, Gooseberry Hill, to Parliament today and 
to my gallery. 
Also, on behalf of the member for Murray–Wellington, I would like to welcome to the gallery guests of the member 
for Murray–Wellington, who have some interesting names: Princess Jasmine and Princess Zhuri from Harvey, 
who have just arrived from the Philippines. 
I would also like to acknowledge, very importantly, Mr Charlie Clarke. 

STATE FINANCES 
802. Mr D.R. MICHAEL to the Treasurer: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to strong financial management and repairing the budget 
mess left by the previous Liberal–National government. Can the Premier update the house on how the credit rating 
agencies have responded to the hard work of this government to restore the state’s finances and outline how these 
sustained efforts have put WA in a strong position heading into a period of global economic uncertainty? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 
Yesterday we saw Moody’s hand down a credit rating upgrade for Western Australia. This is on top of the credit rating 
upgrade provided by Standard and Poor’s back in June for the state’s finances. When we came to office, of course, the 
previous government had had multiple credit rating downgrades, the state was in recession and there was a 6.5 per cent 
unemployment rate. Obviously, we have turned all that around. In Moody’s assessment yesterday, it said — 

“The State recorded excellent revenue growth and improving revenue diversity through the successful 
management of the pandemic combined with sustained spending discipline.” 
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Moody’s acknowledged that we had put in the hard yards to repair the state’s finances, as we said we would before 
we came to office. In its assessment, it said that it reflects Western Australia’s significant financial strengths, 
stemming from sustained fiscal discipline and budget repair, which commenced in 2018, leaving the state well 
positioned for the future. It went on to say that weakening global conditions are expected next year. As I have said 
repeatedly, some parts of the world are already in recession. This will mean that many governments will have 
difficulty meeting their debt obligations, with interest rates increasing. By having Western Australia in a strong 
financial position, we are better placed to ride out the storm that is coming next year. That is what I continually 
say. That is the benefit of six years of good management of the state’s finances and the state’s economy. 
Moody’s also went on to note—I think this is an important point as well—that we have affordable housing compared 
with New South Wales and Victoria. If people want to come somewhere that is affordable, with less expensive 
mortgages, the place to move to is Western Australia. 

DOMESTIC GAS SUPPLY — SANTOS SHUTDOWN 
803. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Premier: 
I refer to the Minister for Energy’s statement yesterday that Santos’s natural gas production shutdown is not expected 
to have an impact on power supply to the south west interconnected system or gas supply to homes and businesses, 
yet this morning news broke about the Yara ammonia plant in the Pilbara shutting down due to the lack of gas supply 
from Santos because of the gas leak. Does the Premier support his minister’s claim yesterday that there will be no 
impact on homes and businesses from Santos’s natural gas shutdown, given that negative ramifications for businesses 
have manifested within 24 hours? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Just to put a little bit of context around this, there is an offshore platform called the John Brookes platform, which 
is in commonwealth waters. It has had some sort of a leak. That obviously requires repairs by Santos. That platform 
supplies gas to Varanus Island, which then feeds into the Dampier to Bunbury natural gas pipeline. Obviously, 
a loss of supply there is something that we have to take account of in terms of electricity production. Contrary to 
the Varanus Island explosion back in 2008, there is now much more diversity of supply of energy, particularly into 
the south west interconnected system. I think that is the point that the minister was making. There are outages in 
the system every day. Birds sit on powerlines and cars hit power poles. There was a bushfire down my way this 
morning. It may well have impacted the powerlines. If we cannot get in to repair them, there are outages. That happens 
every single day. Sensible people understand that. There is never a 100 per cent guarantee that incidents will not 
occur that impact supply, but we are doing our best to manage a difficult situation. We have diversity of supply. 
We are confident we can manage it. But over the Christmas period, for a range of reasons, particularly the heat 
and all the various things that can occur that impact the electricity network, there are often outages. It has always 
been that way and I suspect it always will be. 

DOMESTIC GAS SUPPLY — SANTOS SHUTDOWN 
804. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Does the rapid impact of this gas production shutdown highlight the tightness of 
WA’s domestic natural gas supply, which will confound power supply reliability when the government shuts down 
coal-fired power stations in Western Australia by 2030? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I am at a bit of a loss here. You and your former leader Zak Kirkup were out there standing up and saying you 
were going to shut it down in three years from now! That is what you were doing. I remember watching it. Zak 
and the member for Cottesloe were out there calling for it all to be closed. Had you been elected in that election, 
we would be only two years away from the closure. That was your policy. Now you come in saying something totally 
contrary and you think no-one notices. The thing about you is that people do notice, and that is probably why they 
do not cover anything you say! 
We will carefully manage, over the course of the rest of this decade, how the system evolves. Obviously in 
Western Australia, we will continue to use gas. We will phase out coal for a range of reasons. Essentially, the 
way that renewables come onto the grid each and every day is inconsistent with coal-fired power. The fact is that 
coal-fired power is not meant to ramp up and down each and every day, so the coal-fired power stations are not 
working in the way they were traditionally meant to. There are other alternatives; renewables are coming on at 
a massive rate each and every day. We will continue to have a gas supply that provides the balance in our system. 

Visitors — Bassendean Primary School Parents and Citizens Association 
The SPEAKER: On behalf of the member for Bassendean, I would like to welcome to the Legislative Assembly 
today members of the Bassendean Primary School Parents and Citizens Association. 
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HEALTH — INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS 
805. Ms L. DALTON to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s record investment in Western Australia’s public health system. Can 
the minister update the house on the delivery of key infrastructure projects across the health system and outline 
how they will continue to maintain WA’s world-class health service? 
Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
I thank the honourable member for her question and I am very pleased that we are able today to announce that 
expressions of interest for the redevelopment of Geraldton Health Campus are now open. 
WA Health has, if not the biggest and most extensive infrastructure portfolio of government, certainly one of the 
most extensive, and we care for 2.6 million residents over 800 sites in the state. Some of those sites are very 
small and others are very large. They range from community clinics through to the large tertiary hospitals. It is an 
extensive infrastructure portfolio. This government is committed to ensuring the best possible quality health care 
and infrastructure for all of Western Australia. We have committed $1.6 billion to health infrastructure alone over 
the coming four years, with 119 projects that will use or have utilised that funding. 
Today, we have reached another milestone in the infrastructure program with our announcement that expressions 
of interest for the next stage of the Geraldton Health Campus development have now been released on Tenders WA. 
That is a $122.7 million redevelopment that will deliver more beds, more treatment spaces, an expanded emergency 
department, a short-stay unit, and an integrated mental health service, which is incredible for the region, including 
an inpatient unit that will be co-located with community treatment and expanded critical care services. I know this 
has been a passion project for the member for Geraldton and I thank her for her consistent advocacy for this project. 
It will make a big difference to the whole of the midwest. It includes 400 additional car bays that were put in place 
in the first stage of enabling works and the reconfiguration of the main entrance to the emergency department. We 
know that the midwest currently does not have any inpatient mental health facilities, so this will be a really significant 
development that will be co-located with those community-based services. It is the single biggest redevelopment 
of and investment in Geraldton Health Campus since it was first developed by the Gallop government in the 2000s. 
We are very proud of this government to be supporting that development. 
Our other significant infrastructure developments include Joondalup Health Campus stage 2, with a budget allocation 
of $256 million, which will see the construction of over 100 mental health unit beds, 112 public beds, a cardiac 
catheterisation lab and central plant upgrade. This achieved contract execution in January 2021 and has already 
successfully completed the expansion of the emergency department up there in the northern suburbs. 
The Bunbury Hospital redevelopment is another project and is close to the member for Bunbury’s heart, with a budget 
allocation of $200 million aiming to address projected demand increases across the entire south west. It will include 
maternity, birthing and neonates, as well as important mental health services. Early works, which also included 
the new car park, include offsite accommodation for ambulatory care and hospital in the home, and procurement 
of necessary ICU equipment. 
We have also seen a large number of projects completed recently, including the Osborne Park Hospital expansion; 
the Royal Perth Hospital mental health observation area; the RPH helipad; the Carnarvon aged and palliative 
care facility; upgrades to the Dongara aged-care facility; and the 430-bed modular wards at the Osborne Park, 
Rockingham, Bentley and Bunbury hospital sites. That construction was fast-tracked to ensure that all four wards 
were operational within 12 months of project conception, which is an incredible time frame. Congratulations to 
everyone involved. We have also put significant funding of $1.8 billion towards the women’s and newborns’ 
hospital, and concept design is underway. 
There is no doubt that COVID-19 has impacted on the construction industry, but this government is absolutely 
committed to doing everything we can to continue to deliver important health upgrades across our state. 

PEEL HEALTH CAMPUS 
806. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the minister’s update in this house yesterday about the delayed time line for the transition of Peel Health Campus 
from Ramsay Health Care back into public hands. What is this delay and variation in contract costing taxpayers? 
Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
The transition back into public hands will continue within the current funding envelope. The contract that is being 
continued with Ramsay is the exact same contract; we have not renegotiated any parameters. 

PEEL HEALTH CAMPUS 
807. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Health: 
I have a supplementary question. Can the minister just confirm that there is no additional cost for the renegotiation 
of that contract? 
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Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
The funding envelope is just over $19 million. We are committed to getting it done within that funding envelope. 

POLICE — REFORM 
808. Mr Y. MUBARAKAI to the Minister for Police: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s unprecedented support for WA’s police officers and its commitment 
to keeping our community safe. 
(1) Can the minister update the house on the measures and reforms this government has delivered this year 

to support our police force? 
(2) Can the minister outline to the house how these reforms have strengthened community safety and assisted 

our police in protecting the community? 
Mr P. PAPALIA replied: 
I thank the member for his question and for his support of the police, including coming along with me recently to 
Cockburn Police Station to greet those officers who police his patch. 
(1)–(2) It has been a big year in continuing to provide support to the Western Australia Police Force, the likes of 

which have not been seen—ever. Probably the most significant contribution I would like to reflect upon 
is the fact that earlier in the year, we delivered something that no other government has delivered for 
police—something that police have wanted probably since the inception of the WA Police Force—and 
that was compensation for police. I remember how significant it was, Speaker, when you first invited the 
Medically Retired Western Australian Police Officers Association to the Western Australian Labor Party 
state conference before we entered government. It had had no joy anywhere in seeking support for its 
advocacy for some recognition and better treatment until that time. You took them to the Labor Party 
state conference and a motion was passed on the floor of the Labor Party state conference supporting 
compensation for police. This government then delivered that in recent times. It is something quite 
extraordinary. I am regularly signing off on recognition of police officers who, sadly, through the consequences 
of things they have been exposed to in their careers, have been injured and are getting compensation or 
applying for compensation through that scheme. It is wonderful to see. 
We have also been continuing to support police conducting operations by providing them with necessary 
resources. Operation Regional Shield continues to be funded. It enables the Commissioner of Police to 
deploy police capability, individuals and assets anywhere in the regions, as required to address acute policing 
challenges. That continues and will continue as necessary to address issues around, particularly, juvenile 
offending in the regions that police confront. We continue to upgrade and equip our police force with the 
best equipment in the world. During Madam Speaker’s recent term as Minister for Police, she delivered 
things such as body armour for all our police officers and body-worn cameras, which is a significant change 
that enables them to refute and dismiss many malicious complaints about police and enables us to assist 
in operations and training of police officers. The OneForce mobile phones have been an extraordinary 
addition, but this year we have enhanced that service through the introduction of CarPlay, which enables the 
OneForce mobile phone feature to be matched directly by individual’s voices to every police vehicle they 
hop into, so that they can access data as they are approaching an incident and get situational awareness, 
the likes of which has never been delivered. That is an extraordinary step in improving their capabilities and 
safety. We have given commitments this year to upgrading our BearCat armoured vehicles, buying new jet 
boats for the water police and rigid-hull inflatable upgrades for our tactical response group, and, of course, 
committed funding for two new helicopters, which will be a significant advancement in their capabilities. 
The other pretty significant thing we did was appoint a new Commissioner of Police, Col Blanch, APM, 
a wonderful new leader of the Western Australia Police Force. He is doing a great job and it is fantastic 
to have witnessed him taking office. The final thing I would observe is that we have committed to growing 
the police force by 950 above attrition. We continue to recruit and fund the Western Australia Police Force 
to get those additional numbers that we aspire to recruit. I can tell members that to date, some 1 127 people 
have been inducted into the WA Police Force under that program and the growth continues. Tomorrow 
evening, I will be attending yet another graduation; I do it almost monthly. This time silver and bronze 
squads will be graduating and another 43 officers will join the force. We also have in the wings some 
600 or so applications from the United Kingdom, Ireland and New Zealand. We will continue to support 
the Western Australia Police Force in growing to achieve that objective. 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
809. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for International Education: 
I refer to the recent report from international education specialists IDP Education, which shows that WA has fallen 
behind South Australia in international student numbers, making us the worst-performing mainland state. 
(1) How does the minister intend to re-engage prospective students and students lost to other states? 



6172 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 30 November 2022] 

 

(2) Do we have adequate accommodation for us to return to being a top-tier state? 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 
(1)–(2) As the member is well aware, international student numbers in Australia were impacted dramatically by 

the COVID situation, but I want to assure the member that Western Australia is actively working to not 
only turn around numbers, but also increase them dramatically. Our numbers are trending very well. I ask 
the member to talk to some of our university vice-chancellors about the numbers enrolled for semester 1 
of 2023. They are remarkable. The challenge that does face us, of course, is accommodation. As the member 
is well aware, accommodation is an issue for many states and territories given the current circumstances 
around rental affordability. In terms of accommodation we are working very, very hard with the existing 
accommodation providers at our universities, for example, by making sure that every available bed is 
there. There is also, of course, the homestay scheme, which matches international students with those people 
who seek to host international students. It is continually being enhanced and encouraged. Indeed, I would 
encourage Western Australians who have room in their homes and who might entertain hosting an 
international student to consider it. It is a very worthwhile experience for hosts. They are making available 
a tremendous opportunity for an international student. 
In terms of investment, I am surprised that the member has not acknowledged this government’s investment 
into international education in the last budget. Over $41 million has been invested in international 
education, focusing on a whole range of incentives, including bursaries of $5 000 for individual international 
students and some bursary opportunities that we want to expand into the regions. Bursaries have been 
made available and have been taken up by several thousand international students. Secondly, in order to 
ensure that we support international students returning to Western Australia, as part of the $41 million 
we had a scheme that focused on assisting them with accommodation and also with their transition back 
into university. Indeed, the universities had access to funds to assist them in supporting students as they 
reengaged and re-entered Western Australia and commenced their studies in our institutions. 
In the areas of vocational education, we continue to work on making sure that courses are available and 
open to international students, because many of the students who are entertaining a career in vocational 
training also ultimately seek permanent residency in Western Australia and, of course, then contribute to 
the skills demand that we have. 
We are working particularly hard. I have to tell the member that he may be quoting from one particular 
columnist, but we are regularly receiving from the eastern states reports from their sectors about what is 
happening in Western Australia and that we are moving ahead of other states and territories in terms of 
what is a very competitive aspect. 
The Deputy Premier and I went across to India with a record number of delegates from the business, 
international education and creative sectors, promoting Western Australia. We will continue to do that. 
I know the Deputy Premier was in Indonesia only recently and continues to ensure that markets for 
international students and emerging markets will continue to be worked upon, because we are focused on 
making sure that international education becomes a key part of our economic narrative and that the benefits 
and the experiences that those international students have whilst living and studying in Western Australia 
are quality ones, because they are the great voices for our state in their home countries for promoting 
why Western Australia is in fact so important and such a wonderful place to study, to learn and to live. 
The comments from that particular columnist are noted, but I have to tell the member that we are very 
competitive and will continue to build our student numbers. I encourage the member to speak to our 
vice-chancellors about the demand for courses for next year. It is remarkable, it is tremendous and it is 
growing, and I will keep working hard to make sure it does.  

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
810. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for International Education: 
I have a supplementary question. 
Can the minister enlighten me how the $5 000 bursary for up to 200 students in the regions will help if we cannot 
provide them somewhere to live? 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 
That is quite interesting. I remember when the member brought forward a motion in private members’ business, 
I think about two months after I became the first Minister for International Education for the state, condemning us 
for not making any achievements in education. Let us be very clear: the government has made a very significant 
budget allocation. It is a record amount of money that is focused on ensuring that we create a pipeline of international 
students now and into the future that will be delivered through a range of measures, including bursaries. If the 
member does not want international students in the regions, I do not know why, because I do.  
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We have a range of bursaries that we are seeking to use to create opportunities in places like Geraldton, Broome, the 
south west and other regional centres. We will work with the local communities on accommodation options, including 
homestay. I keep highlighting that to the member.  
Rather than being negative and trying to bring down the sector, I encourage the member to go out and advocate in 
his community and his regions for people to open up their homes to international students through the homestay 
scheme. Those things will only benefit his community because a lot of national students come to WA to not only 
learn, but also take up jobs in the hospitality industry, and even in the farming and agriculture sectors. Do not be 
so negative. Why does the member keep promoting Western Australia negatively? Come in here and be positive. 
Use the last two days of Parliament to shout out loudly that Western Australia is the best place for an international 
student to come to. That is why they are coming in large and growing numbers, and will keep doing it. They 
certainly will not want to listen to the member. 

ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE — PERTH 
811. Ms L.L. BAKER to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the McGowan government’s unprecedented investment in transport infrastructure that is creating local jobs 
and supporting local businesses. Can the minister update the house on the delivery of the government’s investment, 
particularly in metropolitan roads, and specifically the Tonkin Highway gap project, and how that is supporting jobs, 
businesses, the economy, and what it means for the communities that rely on the infrastructure? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for Maylands for that question. 
What a year it has been for delivering infrastructure and roads across WA. Yesterday we highlighted regional 
Western Australia and all the road improvements happening in regional WA. Today it is metropolitan Perth’s turn. 
I will highlight some of the significant progress we have made. I do not have favourite projects, but the Tonkin Gap 
project is up there. It is a magnificent project that is enabling the Morley–Ellenbrook line and dealing with the pinch 
point—the congestion—that has occurred around Bayswater, particularly over recent years. We have seen lengthy 
delays at those pinch points and now we are removing them. The work that we delivered this year includes building 
a new bridge over the Swan River and new bridges over Guildford Road and Railway Parade. We have widened 
the highway to three lanes and built the new Broun Avenue Bridge that will support the new Morley station 
and, of course, the new bus interchange. That work is well underway. Next year, we will finish that project and all 
those lanes will be operating. We have seen the Kwinana Freeway transformation and now we are working on the 
Mitchell Freeway. The freeway is being extended, member for Butler, from Hester Avenue to Romeo Road. We 
are transforming the north. 
Mr J.R. Quigley: Building the north! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We are building the north, sorry. We are widening the freeway between Hodges Drive and 
Hepburn Avenue and bringing in smart freeway technology across the river from Kwinana to the Mitchell Freeway 
to address some of the congestion. We are building the Stephenson Avenue project. The member for Balcatta 
advocated for that project for many years. The members for Scarborough and Churchlands are also very passionate 
about the Stephenson Avenue project and what it will deliver across that area. We have delivered and completed the 
High Street and Stirling Highway project. Member for Victoria Park, the Leach Highway and Welshpool Road project 
is very much nearing completion. Again, that has taken away the most congested intersection in the metropolitan 
area. Other projects, member for Warnbro, include the Ennis Avenue and Royal Palm Drive project in Warnbro. 
Other major upgrades include, member for Balcatta, the Wanneroo Road and Morley Drive project. A lot of work 
has been completed across the metropolitan area, and there is a lot more to come, with new interchanges along 
Reid Highway at Altone Road and Drumpellier Drive. We are starting works along the Anketell corridor and 
delivering massive improvements on Thomas Road already. We will continue to improve Thomas Road. Although 
it is not technically in the metropolitan area, but just outside the metropolitan area into Mandurah, we have opened 
up expressions of interest for the new Mandurah estuary bridge. This is an exciting time. Last year, we delivered 
$3.2 billion worth of record road infrastructure, which is exactly what we said we would deliver. Next year we 
will continue to deliver massive road improvements, but 2022 has been a record year of delivery. 

FIONA STANLEY HOSPITAL — CLADDING — FIRE RISK 
812. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Health: 
Following a question asked in the other place last week that the government declined to answer, I refer the minister 
to the significant concerns regarding flammable cladding on public and private buildings in Western Australia that 
came to light following the tragic Grenfell Tower fire in London in 2017. 
(1) Can the minister confirm whether dangerous cladding at Fiona Stanley Hospital has been replaced? 
(2) If not, why not, given it has been five years since the Grenfell Tower tragedy and 14 months since the 

minister’s predecessor told this house that the situation was under control and was being worked through 
as a matter of course? 
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Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
(1)–(2) First of all, I want to correct the member for Vasse. I did not refuse to answer the question. The member 

was asked to put the question on notice so that we could get accurate information from the health service 
provider. That is a very reasonable request. 

Ms R. Saffioti: Entirely reasonable. 
Ms A. SANDERSON: It was an entirely reasonable request. The money for the removal of the flammable cladding 
from Fiona Stanley Hospital has been provided to the South Metropolitan Health Service to begin those works. 
I cannot tell the member the exact status of those works because it is an operational matter, which is why I asked 
the member’s colleague in the other place to put it on notice. 

FIONA STANLEY HOSPITAL — CLADDING — FIRE RISK 
813. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Health: 
I have a supplementary question. Given the significance of this issue, what confidence can the public have that these 
works will be enough to prevent a tragedy such as Grenfell, should a fire occur? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, please! 
Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
That is such a silly supplementary question. It is continued scaremongering. There are two strategies—scaremongering 
and mistruths. I will not even dignify it with an answer. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRY PARTICIPATION STRATEGY 
814. Dr J. KRISHNAN to the Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to supporting local, small and medium–sized businesses 
and its efforts in creating more local job opportunities through the Western Australian Jobs Act. Can the minister 
update the house on this government’s landmark WA industry participation strategy and outline how it is driving 
the diversification and growth of the Western Australian economy? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I thank the member for the question. In particular, I want to acknowledge the values that he shares with the Labor 
McGowan government, which is that we do not have a more important core value than delivering high-quality, 
safe and sustainable jobs for the workers of Western Australia. That is why when the government came to power in 
2017, we implemented the Western Australian Jobs Act to ensure that state government procurement and purchasing 
policies actually support local industry and local jobs. Members may recall that when we came to power in 2017, 
unemployment was around 6.5 per cent, and today we know that it is around 3.6 per cent. We have one of the best 
job markets in the world and we are really pleased with that, but there is more work to be done. 
The Western Australian Jobs Act was designed to create as many local jobs and apprenticeships as possible amongst 
businesses bidding for WA government contracts, as well as ensuring that local small businesses participate as 
suppliers or subcontractors. That is why we launched the Western Australian industry participation strategy in 
2018 as a requirement of the act and a keystone component of our commitment to WA jobs. The strategy focuses 
on ensuring that local small and medium–sized enterprises, which make up around 97 per cent of WA businesses, 
benefit from an even greater share of the $32 billion worth of procurement that is undertaken by the state 
government each year. 
As a state, we have a lot of reasons to be proud of the work that has been done under the Western Australian 
Jobs Act. Since 2018, it is estimated that the WA jobs act, the WA industry participation strategy and associated 
activities have supported the creation of more than 64 000 jobs and 4 500 apprenticeships and traineeships across 
Western Australia. This is a Labor government in action. In 2021 alone, during an extremely difficult period, more 
than 11 000 WA jobs were supported, including over 3 000 in our regions, with a 94.3 per cent local sourcing 
rate being achieved. This is in addition to the 982 apprenticeships, 290 of which were across regional WA for the 
same period. In 2021, we also launched three rounds of the local capability fund. These funds are available to 
small businesses to provide them with the skills to compete more effectively for state government contracts. That 
resulted in over $2 million in funding being provided to 62 Western Australian companies, further enhancing the 
competitiveness of our local SMEs. Earlier this year, we also updated the WA Buy Local policy to provide increased 
prominence for local businesses that employ people with disability and focus on regional WA. 
As we all know, our economic landscape, both domestically and internationally, has changed significantly since 
2018. That is why, as a result of these changing trends and new developments, many of which will have an impact 
on procurement and local jobs generation, particularly around the resilience of our local supply chains, we are 
conducting a review of the WA jobs act because we want to ensure that the legislation remains an important part 
of job creation in Western Australia. We will continue to utilise the procurement as a driving force for economic 
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diversification in our transition to a decarbonised low-emission economy. As the Minister for State Development, 
Jobs and Trade, I look forward to the outcome of that review and we look forward to more great results from the 
WA jobs act creating more Western Australian jobs from local Western Australian businesses. 
The SPEAKER: The member for North West Central with the last question. 

MATERNITY SERVICES — CARNARVON 
815. Ms M. BEARD to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the temporary reduction of birthing services at Carnarvon hospital that commenced on 21 February 2022 
and is ongoing. Can the minister confirm that the suspension of services is temporary and advise what the time line 
is for a return to normal operations so that mothers in the Gascoyne can safely deliver their babies in a local hospital? 
Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
I can confirm that it is a temporary suspension of those services. We are still providing antenatal services out of 
Carnarvon hospital so that women can attend their pre-birth and post-birth appointments locally. There is a great 
challenge with providing for onsite birthing services in some regional communities. One of the perverse outcomes 
of introducing a group midwifery practice is that it actually reduces the number of births that a general practitioner 
obstetrician is able to attend and, therefore, makes it harder to attract a GP obstetrician and vice versa. It is a very 
challenging act. We are working intensively with the WA Country Health Service to work through what a sustainable 
model looks like to allow women to birth locally. I am a huge advocate and supporter of women being able to 
birth in the manner that they choose, in a safe way and locally. We are certainly working to do that. It is a great 
inconvenience and a challenge for women to travel to Geraldton or Perth for their birth, and WACHS is certainly 
doing everything it can to make sure that they have all their expenses, above and beyond the patient assisted travel 
scheme payment, reimbursed. I reiterate again that this is a temporary scale down and we are working with WACHS 
to ensure that we can scale up again. 

MATERNITY SERVICES — CARNARVON 
816. Ms M. BEARD to the Minister for Health: 
I have a supplementary question. Can the minister confirm whether it is preferred that these mothers in Carnarvon 
travel to Geraldton or to Perth, or is it either of those two locations? 
Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
It is up to the mother. I would expect those preferences to be supported, certainly by the WA Country Health Service. 
If that is not the case, I am happy to work with the member. If the member knows women who have been asked to 
go to a certain place, I am more than happy to work with WACHS. I would expect that in those circumstances, 
those women would be given a choice. 
The SPEAKER: Members, that concludes question time. 

WATER — SEWERAGE 
WATER — RIGHTS IN WATER AND IRRIGATION ACT 

Questions on Notice 561 and 562 — Answer Advice 
MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [2.45 pm]: On behalf of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I rise under standing 
order 80(2) to ask about the outstanding answers to questions on notice 561 and 562, which were asked of the 
Minister for Water. Those answers were due on 18 November. When will they be provided? 
MR D.J. KELLY (Bassendean — Minister for Water) [2.46 pm]: I will look into that. I know that I have some 
on my desk at the moment, but I will look it up. 

STATE DEVELOPMENT — INVESTMENT ATTRACTION AND NEW INDUSTRIES FUND 
Question on Notice 595 — Answer Advice 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [2.46 pm]: On behalf of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I rise under standing 
order 80(2) to seek an answer to question on notice 595, which was asked of the Deputy Premier. 
MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade) [2.46 pm]: I think that we 
wanted to submit that answer today, but it will certainly be submitted by tomorrow. 

ROAD TRAFFIC (VEHICLES) AMENDMENT (OFFENSIVE ADVERTISING) BILL 2022 
Consideration in Detail 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
Clause 9: Part 2 Division 2 inserted — 
Debate was interrupted after the clause had been partly considered. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I am just the late reserve coming in here, but I have been following this debate. 
Ms R. Saffioti: I’m sure you have. 
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Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I have been listening to a variety of speeches and so forth, but it actually interests me well and 
truly. I have a few late questions to wrap up things. Are political advertisements subject to this legislation? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Political and election advertising are outside the charter of the Ad Standards Community Panel, 
so the answer is no. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Regardless of whether it is a bumper sticker, a sticker on the back window or whatever, we 
have had discussions in this place about political advertising. Is the minister saying that that will definitely fall 
outside this legislation? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I clarify that political and election advertising falls outside the charter of the Ad Standards 
Community Panel. If something is politically unsavoury, like Nationals WA ads, for example, it would not be 
considered by the Ad Standards panel. I just want to clarify. Let us say the National Party had some offensive 
advertising. Would those ads — 
Mr P.J. Rundle: It certainly wouldn’t fit into that category! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: If the advertising were offensive, Ad Standards would consider it on a case-by-case basis, but 
it would have to pretty offensive. I know that the National Party sometimes goes to those places, but if it was just 
unsavoury, false or misleading, it would not be considered and would not be banned. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Obviously, I think most of the National Party advertising is of a very high quality, so I think 
I will move on to another question. Do all other jurisdictions with similar legislation take the same approach? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes, all states do. The Australian Capital Territory, being a territory, does not; it takes a different 
approach. The CEO of the ACT department of transport makes decisions about what is offensive or not. We are 
relying on the Ad Standards panel. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Why does the bill not allow for a successor organisation to Ad Standards? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Clause 9 of the bill seeks to insert proposed part 2, division 2, which contains a new definition. 
The definition under proposed section 19A(1) states — 

advertising code means — 
(a) the Australian Association of National Advertisers Code of Ethics, published by the Australian 

Association of National Advertisers … or 
(b) another document prescribed by the regulations for the purposes of this definition to be an 

advertising code. 
For example, if that organisation folded, we would be able to prescribe, by way of regulation, another code under 
which we could judge these advertisements. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: How many WA residents are on the Ad Standards Community Panel? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: There are two. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: What is the total number of people on the panel? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: There are 23. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Could the minister just step me through the process of how a person is able to lodge a complaint? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: A person can go to the Australian Association of National Advertisers website and lodge 
a photograph of the vehicle together with its licence number. The person can lodge that through that website and 
Ad Standards will then take that as a formal complaint. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I refer to Ad Standards’ interaction with the Department of Transport. Will regulations come 
into place following the passage of the bill? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: No. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I am just about ready to wrap up. Given that the Ad Standards Community Panel meets only 
twice a month, any modifications may take some time to consider. Why was 14 days seen to be an adequate minimum 
length of time for the notice? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The 14 days will start at the end of Ad Standards’ consideration. Once Ad Standards has 
determined that there is a breach of the code, that clock will start. 
Clause put and passed. 
Title put and passed. 
[Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading.] 

Third Reading 
Bill read a third time, on motion by Ms R. Saffioti (Minister for Transport), and transmitted to the Council. 
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ANIMAL WELFARE AND TRESPASS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2021 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 29 November. 
MR S.J. PRICE (Forrestfield — Deputy Speaker) [2.56 pm]: It gives me great pleasure to contribute to this debate. 
As we have heard from previous speakers, this bill had been previously introduced to the house. Unfortunately, it 
did not reach conclusion in the other place.  
It was interesting to listen to some of the contributions yesterday on this legislation, especially that of the member 
for Roe. He gave his support for, but continued his opposition to, the bill. It was interesting to listen to his reasons. 
If we read the Animal Welfare and Trespass Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 and look at what it addresses, we 
see that it is perfect. It is a very well-balanced piece of legislation that tries to provide a sensible response to this 
issue. The bill is fairly targeted at addressing the behaviour that sparked the genesis of this legislation—that is, the 
illegal behaviour of activists who trespass onto property and even steal animals from farms. No-one condones illegal 
activity; however, in saying that, we need to provide the opportunity and avenue for people to be able to protest. 
We have to be careful how we balance that. 
This legislation will introduce a new offence of aggravated trespass, but it will not change the general trespass 
legislation, which I think is really important. I will explain why it is important to keep this balance. We have to 
have balance in everything. It cannot all be one way. Some producers have opposed some of the other amendments 
contained in this bill, such as the provision for designated inspectors. If someone has nothing to hide, they should not 
fear someone coming to have a look at what they are doing. That is really the genesis of this legislation.  
Historically, we have seen that some people who have not been happy with something or have witnessed an animal 
welfare issue that they could not stand have felt that they have needed to somehow shed light on those activities and 
have been driven to undertake activities that could be considered illegal. However, the end result was an improvement 
in the circumstances that led them to undertake the activities they did. That is my point about maintaining balance. 
To try to explain that a little better, I have a few examples of when this has occurred and what the outcome has been.  
For my first one, I refer to a documentary that was on Four Corners back in 2011. It contained horrific footage 
from inside an Indonesian abattoir where exported Australian cattle were processed. The Four Corners documentary 
resulted from an investigation that it undertook that involved capturing video footage of some of the practices in 
another country. It led to people in Australia reacting to the inhumane treatment and slaughter of these animals. 
We know what the end result of that was. My good friend, the minister at the time, Hon Joe Ludwig, put an end to 
the export of live cattle to Indonesia for a period. That response caused further reactions within the industry. 
Mr P.J. Rundle: That is an understatement. 
Mr S.J. PRICE: Yes, I know. There is a fairly large legal suit as a result of it as well. Joe’s reaction may have 
been a bit of an overreaction but there was a real issue with the way these animals were being processed over there. 
The covertly captured footage and the documentary shone some light on the issue and enabled some improvements 
to be made. There have been some improvements to the way these animals are processed in other parts of the country. 
We need the balance. We cannot have it all one way and say we cannot allow people to protest and to be activists 
to stop them doing these things. That is probably one of the more recent examples of this. 
I was reading from an ABC online media release dated 30 May 2011. I will move to another recent example. The 
article I will cite next refers to a 60 Minutes episode that showed disturbing video from a live sheep export vessel. 
This is from 9 April 2018. As we know, once again footage was captured on one of the large sheep export ships 
coming out of Australia. The article states — 

On board, the sheep were stacked 10 storeys high and forced to stay standing for three weeks—that’s if 
they survived the trip. 
After three weeks, the ship reached blast-furnace conditions of summer in the Persian Gulf. 
On one voyage, ship records confirm more than 880 sheep died in one day from heat stress. That’s one death 
every two minutes. 
The next day, 517 died. 

When we read about the ship that was involved in this case, we learn that for the boss, Graham Daws from 
Emanuel Exports, this was not a huge concern until it was pointed out. For example, the industry inducted Mr Daws 
into the LiveCorp Hall of Fame in 2017. As a result of someone capturing this footage covertly on the vessel, 
the footage was then aired, the public was made aware of what was going on and there was a subsequent reaction 
to that.  
The restriction of live sheep being exported during a particular hot summer period in the Northern Hemisphere 
has resulted in those conditions being avoided for the sheep. However, there is still a lot of evidence around that 
highlights that the conditions—the penning, the stocking, the feeding, the ability for the animal to undertake normal 
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activity—can have a horrific impact on an animal. I should have got the details of this, but there have been studies 
on the number of breaths that a sheep takes when it is under heat stress. There have been studies on sheep on live 
export ships, and the display of distress is absolutely incredible. It is taking hundreds of breaths per minute as 
a result of — 
Ms C.M. Rowe: I think it is over 160. 
Mr S.J. PRICE: It is 160. I thank the member for Belmont. I make no bones about it. I do not support live 
sheep export. 
Mr P.J. Rundle: You do not agree with the Premier who said now that the changes have been made, he thinks 
that live export is a viable industry since the various companies have adapted to make those changes? 
Mr S.J. PRICE: Member for Roe, as I just said, I do not support the live sheep export trade and I commend the 
federal government and the federal Minister for Agriculture, Hon Murray Watt, for what they intend to do and how 
they intend to phase out the industry. Once again, the industry has not had enough light shone on it. As a result of 
some footage coming to light, people have become more aware of the conditions that these animals have to suffer 
for them to get to their end destination. There are alternatives. We can process onshore. We do not have to live export. 
We can create an industry here, which would replace some of the displacement as a result of shutting the industry 
down. It would be a more profitable and a more humane way of treating these animals.  
Even more recently, another example of covert footage being taken that has resulted in significant changes was 
once again in a Four Corners report. I am reading once again from the ABC news, dated 17 October 2019, on the 
widespread slaughter of racehorses for pet food and human consumption at abattoirs and knackeries in New South 
Wales and Queensland. We all remember this footage of these horses—ex-racehorses, ex-pets—going to these 
knackeries and the way they were treated. It was just horrific for anyone who saw it, and I am sure a lot of people 
saw the number of horses that went through these knackeries. I will come back to the term they use—“wastage”. 
Wastage is such a horrible term. I will read briefly from this news article. It says — 

Australian horse racing is a big business that requires big breeding. 
Last financial year the industry produced 14,000 foals. 

That was the 2018–19 financial year. It continues — 
Each year around 8,500 horses are retired from the track. 
According to the racing industry less than 1 per cent are ending up at a knackery … 

But Professor McGreevy says — 
“The industry tells us that 0.4 per cent of horses leaving the racing industry are ending up in a knackery 
or an abattoir, which I think equates to 34 horses per year,” … 
“That’s what the industry is assuring us of.” 
But those assurances are unreliable. 
“The figures don’t add up,” … 
“If my concerns are substantiated, then we’re talking about a large number of horses that are meeting 
a very grisly end.” 
He said the number of horses disappearing each year could be in the thousands. 
“In the order of at least 4,000 horses,” he said. 

As a result of this horrific practice of disposing of racehorses, particularly through a knackery, there were changes 
to the way they were dealt with. Here in Western Australia we introduced the Off the Track program for our retired 
racehorses. That has since seen an Off the Track passport developed and established. Off the Track has gone through 
and identified close to 3 000 racing horses in WA that have actually retired recently and can still be identified. 
Significantly more of those animals have retired but Off the Track is only able to trace what it can. Those that retire 
now have the option to go to Off the Track and they get to live a much more wholesome and fulsome life undertaking 
another more pleasurable activity, whether that be riding or dressage or something like that. Once again, if it had 
not been for someone going into someone’s property, taking footage and making it public, none of this would have 
happened. It comes back to the balance; people still need to be able to protest and undertake activities, and do that 
without too much fear of significant prosecution. 
I have left the best one, in my view—not the best one, the worst one—until last. This is going back to 2016. This 
is one of the most significant examples of undercover surveillance on a particular industry and it had a significant 
outcome. I refer to the live baiting scandal in New South Wales. I will read from ABC news article, “How the 
live-baiting scandal led to the downfall of greyhound racing in NSW”, of 7 July 2016. It states — 

The program, which aired in February 2015, revealed shocking footage of live piglets, possums and 
rabbits being used to “blood” greyhounds during secret race training sessions. 
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As a result of this particular program, given the way the animals were trained and the way in which they were 
disposed, the industry was to be shut down by the government; it just could not believe it. 

Another article titled “Greyhound racing: Piglets, possums and rabbits used as live bait in secret training sessions, 
Four Corners reveals” states — 

Australia’s greyhound racing industry is in turmoil after a Four Corners report revealed conclusive 
evidence of live baiting during secret training sessions. 

… 

One clip from the footage, secretly filmed at training tracks in Queensland and Victoria, showed dogs 
being allowed to attack a writhing possum suspended from a lure. 

Another clip showed a possum flung around a track 26 times at high speed. When the lure stopped 56 minutes 
later, the possum had been snapped in half and was only attached to the lure by its spinal cord. 

These horrendous practices went on until this was exposed. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr S.J. PRICE: The exposure of these particular practices led to the Special Commission of Inquiry into the 
Greyhound Racing Industry in New South Wales. I will quickly touch on the inquiry. It produced three volumes 
of material and there were 767 pages of information, plus a fourth volume that contained appendices. I will read 
from the preface of the report — 

This Report is the result of an extensive inquiry into the greyhound racing industry in New South Wales 
held under the Special Commissions of Inquiry Act 1983 (NSW). The Inquiry was set up by the New South 
Wales government in February 2015. It followed the exposure by the Australian Broadcasting Corporation’s 
Four Corners program of the horrific practice of live animals being used to train greyhounds and the 
resignation of the then members of the Board of Greyhound Racing New South Wales … and its Chief 
Executive Officer. 

The live baiting was just the tip of the problem. The first chapter “Overview of the Special Commission of Inquiry” 
refers to wastage. I mentioned this before. Wastage refers to the non-productive animals that are involved in the 
industry. The report states that in New South Wales — 

The normal life expectancy of a greyhound is between 12 and 15 years. Over the last 12 years, 97,783 dogs 
were whelped in NSW. Currently, there are about 6,809 registered greyhounds. A greyhound is eligible 
to be registered when it is 12 months old. Absent death through misadventure or illness, the average life 
expectancy of a greyhound indicates that another 90,974 greyhounds should still be alive. 

It goes on — 

… of the 97,783 greyhounds that were bred in New South Wales in the last 12 years, the evidence suggests 
that somewhere between 48,891 and 68,448 dogs were killed because they were considered too slow to 
pay their way or were unsuitable for racing. 

These people say they love their dogs, but this is how they treat them. This is how people treat their animals when 
they say they love them. It is a result of people undertaking the activities that we are trying to stop that these things 
come to light and changes are made to improve the circumstances and the welfare of the animals. 

It is interesting that the special report goes on to talk about social licence. I know the member for Cockburn touched 
on social licence. Social licence is a difficult thing to define because it has a moving definition. It is interesting 
that one of the definitions of social licence in the report refers to a definition made by the CSIRO. It states — 

… a “social licence to operate” refers to the “ongoing acceptance or approval from the local community 
and other stakeholders” involved in an industry, project or operation. It is “intangible and unwritten” and 
can therefore be distinguished from a statutory licence. 

Social licence is very important. I will stick to the greyhound industry at the moment—it is not an industry, so 
I will say greyhound racing. It goes on — 

Rather than a simple binary framework in which a social licence either exists or is absent, Parsons, Lacey 
and Moffat have described a social licence as something that exists on a continuum. They suggested that 
a social licence involves expectations, which may shift over time. In this way, it is possible to conceive 
of a social licence that may be firmly established at one point in time, but may lose legitimacy as community 
standards develop. This version of the social licence applies comfortably to the greyhound racing industry. 
Because of an increased social focus on animal welfare and the giving of a higher priority to animal rights 
than was the case in earlier times, the legitimacy of the greyhound racing industry throughout the world 
and the strength of its social licence to operate has been declining for several decades. In many jurisdictions, 
legislatures have withdrawn the social licences of their commercial greyhound industries. 
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That social licence has led to the decline of greyhound racing around the world. According to the most recent 
documentary I have seen relating to greyhound racing around the world entitled Run to Death: The Rise and Fall 
of Greyhound Racing by Ryuji Chua, only 115 legal greyhound racetracks are left in the world. 
Ms L.L. Baker: How many have we got? 
Mr S.J. PRICE: Unfortunately, 64 of them are in Australia. The home of greyhound racing is the United States 
of America, where it was first started. It has only three tracks left, with one of them shutting at the end of this year—
so only two tracks will remain in the USA. Greyhound racing is old, archaic, inhumane and unsustainable. It has 
lost its social licence. Part of that social licence is integrity and why people do not actually trust the people who tell 
us what is going on in that industry. One of those aspects that I wish to talk about is animal welfare and the injury 
rate of greyhound racing in Western Australia. According to Racing and Wagering Western Australia’s 2022 annual 
report, 2.95 per cent of all racing dogs received an injury in the 2021–22 financial year. We could take that on face 
value. This is a conversation that I have had with numerous people who question why injuries are not reported. 
We would think that 2.95 per cent is not much. A total of 1 630 unique dogs raced during 2021–22. That does not 
mean that 2.95 per cent of those 1 630 dogs were injured. That 2.95 per cent refers to the number of starters, so there 
were 29 000 starters—that is, dogs in a race times the number of races. There were 911 injuries in 2021–22. Those 
911 injuries of the 29 000 starters gives us that 2.95 per cent. If we make the assumption that every injury referred 
to one dog, 911 dogs out of 1 630 dogs were injured in that year, which is 56 per cent of them. Why does Racing and 
Wagering WA not just say that? I know that some dogs received multiple injuries, so the number of dogs injured 
could well be closer to 50 per cent, but why try to make it look better than it is? That is why people do not trust 
what is going on. That is why greyhound racing is losing its social licence. 
People are concerned about a number of issues relating to greyhounds. The breeding of puppies is one such issue. 
We have a whole-of-life tracking system here in WA. Once a greyhound is registered to race at around 16 weeks, 
it is tracked for its whole life, which is a very good thing because previously the dogs were considered wastage and 
they would have been destroyed. The problem with greyhounds is that they are a very unique animal. Greyhound 
puppies are not covered by the Animal Welfare Act or “stop puppy farming” legislation; they are covered by 
regulations of racing by RWWA. One cannot own a greyhound puppy as a pet, breed a greyhound unless it is bred 
for racing or breed a greyhound unless they are registered with RWWA to breed greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are beautiful dogs that are tracked in this horrendous world. All these people who are hell-bent on making 
as much money as they can through the exploitation of these animals are the only ones who can breed them. There 
is no limit on how many they can breed and they do not have to register them until they are 16 weeks old, once they 
have been vaccinated, which is required under the rules. Who knows how many puppies are being bred. I do not 
know. I do not know whether there is a register. One way this could be fixed is by having a bond. One of the issues 
with the dogs is that once they finish racing, they are given to agencies to be rehomed. The person who adopts one of 
these dogs has to carry on the financial burden of making sure these dogs are looked after by vets as best they can. 
That becomes quite expensive. The majority of their injuries are the result of racing injuries. A simple thing to do 
would be to have a bond for each puppy. If someone breeds a puppy, they should pay a $5 000 bond, which could 
go into an account and follow that dog for life once it retires. It is not too hard. 
Another outcome of the commission of inquiry in New South Wales was the establishment of an independent welfare 
and integrity commission in both Queensland and New South Wales. WA could do the same. How can RWWA 
be in charge of breeding, training, racing and integrity—one government trading enterprise looking after all of its 
own requirements? We could limit the number of puppies and the number of races. Members may or may not know 
that greyhound racing in WA goes on seven days a week. We do not need that many races. 
These are the reasons this legislation is a good balance between ensuring there is protection for farmers and protection 
for activists who need to undertake their activities to continue to expose some of the horrendous practices that go 
on. The big issue when it comes to animals and profit is greed. Whenever there is an opportunity to exploit an animal 
to make money, people take advantage of that. It is an unfortunate fact. The more we can shine a light on it, the 
better it will be in achieving positive outcomes for the animals and animal welfare. We will also see better outcomes 
for the farmers and the producers because they will not have to deal with those who are not doing the right thing. 
A lot of them do the right thing, and unfortunately a lot of them do not. If they cleaned up their act, we would not 
have to put up with these sorts of issues. I commend the bill to the house. 
MRS L.M. O’MALLEY (Bicton) [3.26 pm]: The Animal Welfare and Trespass Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 
is about one thing—protection. This bill is about the protection of people and their livelihoods and of animals involved 
in that occupation. It contains two key elements that aim to achieve this dual protection through amendments to 
the Restraining Orders Act to deter trespass, thereby protecting our agricultural sector and, in particular, regional 
farming families, and the Animal Welfare Act to introduce a targeted animal welfare inspection regime to ensure 
protection of animals involved in “intensive production”. I will expand on the definition of “intensive production” 
later as this is an important point that requires further examination. 
Opposition members would have us believe that there is a conspiracy behind why these two seemingly at odds issues 
are being dealt with in this one bill. There is no conspiracy; the reality is that bringing these two equally important 
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elements together in this one bill is a responsible, considered and holistic best-practice approach by the McGowan 
Labor government. I am incredibly proud to be a member of a government that takes this approach to policy and 
legislative reform. 
This bill balances two complex issues that are intrinsically linked and responds to several high-profile incidents 
of animal activism–related trespass on agricultural properties in recent years and introduces a proactive modern 
compliance and inspection regime in respect of key aspects of animal-source food production. Taken together, these 
reforms address the difficult question of how best to encourage transparency in, and extend protections to, commercial 
animal food production and animal lovers who do not want to see animals being mistreated. However, we equally 
do not support the activity of those who trespass on agricultural land, causing distress to animals, farmers and their 
families, as well as negatively impacting on biosecurity. 
The raising of animals for food production is an important activity, as is the right to protest. The Animal Welfare and 
Trespass Legislation Amendment Bill contains important legislative changes for when these two activities interact, 
and will deter the negative, damaging, dangerous and inhumane practices that, sadly, are associated with both. 
Previous members who have spoken have given many examples of these, so I do not feel it necessary to add more. 
I would, however, like to acknowledge the importance of putting them on the record and thank those who have shared 
testimonials, which may be confronting to hear but are vital for an informed debate. In particular, I acknowledge 
the member for Maylands’ contribution and thank her for her passion, eloquence and enduring commitment to 
animal welfare. On the other side of the chamber, but not as far away as he may think, sits the member for Roe, 
who displays equal commitment to the farming communities that he represents in this house. I recognise from his 
contributions where our views align, as well as where they differ. I believe that the Animal Welfare and Trespass 
Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 can achieve some reconciliation of divergent views in this place and in our 
communities, both country and city. It will do this by, when it is required, significantly improving practices relating 
to the raising of animals for food production while also protecting those who raise the animals. 
I will take a look at the detail of the bill, including the definition of “intensive production”, the types of animal 
food production businesses, inspection powers and the limits to those powers. A closer examination of these points 
will provide a greater understanding of the benefits of bringing the two elements of trespass and animal welfare 
together in this bill. 
I will begin with the trespass and restraining order amendment, which reflects the risks associated with trespass 
onto farming properties and other places housing live animals. Trespass also causes undue stress to farmers, farm 
workers and their families. The McGowan Labor government recognises the seriousness of and risks inherent in 
this offending and has responded in this bill by seeking to introduce a new aggravated trespass offence into the 
Criminal Code. In doing so, it is important to make clear that the new offence is not aimed at generally stifling protest 
and activism. The new offence is carefully targeted at trespass that has an adverse effect on animal-source food 
production and people engaged in it. As a result, the new offence can be committed only by a person who trespasses 
on an animal-source food production place without lawful excuse in circumstances of aggravation. Put simply, the 
term animal-source food production place covers farms, dairy farms and egg farms, when those places are operated 
for commercial food production, as well as abattoirs and knackeries. The circumstances of aggravation are that the 
person interferes with or intends to interfere with production, or assaults, intimidates or harasses a person in the 
context of their engagement in that production. Those circumstances extend to family members of people engaged 
in animal-source food production, recognising that many farming properties are also family homes. 
The aggravated trespass offence will apply to a property subject to inspection under the animal welfare amendments 
in the bill; however, it is important to note that the protections afforded by the aggravated trespass offence extend 
beyond that narrow class to cover commercial farms as well. The penalty for the new aggravated trespass offence is 
double that for trespass, meaning those who are convicted will face a potential penalty of imprisonment for two years, 
a fine of $24 000 or both. A minimum penalty has also been established. If imprisonment is not imposed, the court 
must impose a community order with a supervision requirement, including that the offender must not enter an 
animal-source food production place, together with a community service requirement and a fine of $2 400. This is 
in recognition of the fact that some animal activists have found themselves able to seek crowdfunding to assist in 
paying off court-ordered fines. A community order cannot be crowdfunded away. 
Although I will not give more examples of extensive trespassing and the impacts that has had on both animals and 
people, I will speak to this point in the bill. I have a well-known and high-profile activist who lives in my community. 
I will not say her name because she actually seeks attention, so I will not give her the benefit of that by adding her 
name to Hansard in my contribution. However, let us reflect on some of the activities that this individual undertakes, 
which I would like to think is for the higher purpose of drawing attention to matters related to animal welfare, but 
I feel that there is a strong element of attention seeking around this individual as well. There was an incident in 
a local business in Bicton. The business, a veterinary clinic, had only recently established itself. It did so just prior 
to the COVID pandemic. The owners had barely established their business when COVID hit, so they were in really 
difficult times. I know the individuals well and I know the commitment that they have to animal welfare through 
their practice and in their personal beliefs; in fact, the whole purpose of their business is to protect animals, so they 
would never put any animals at risk. They happened to put one of their, let us say, little feathered friends who was 
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in the clinic to be monitored just outside the front of the clinic for a brief time. This individual walked past and 
started having herself filmed berating the business owners for animal cruelty because they had this bird in a cage 
outside the vet’s practice, and proceeded to talk about how this animal was being enslaved in its cage. It was a budgie 
and had lived its entire life in the cage and we can only imagine what would happen if the budgie were released. 
It probably would not last very long with the other birds in the area. The video was uploaded and members can 
imagine the damage that caused that particular business. Needless to say, they sought legal advice and assistance 
for that matter. 

It goes to highlight how, I suppose, a higher belief in something can be turned around to be so incredibly damaging 
to others that the need for this type of legislation is paramount. It is also well known that some of these activists 
are repeat offenders with established patterns of behaviour. To deter this, the bill provides that a person who commits 
another offence while subject to a community order or who breaches a condition of that order may be resentenced 
for the original offence. This will enable an escalation of the court-ordered penalties to the maximum of two years’ 
imprisonment and a $24 000 fine. The bill will also extend the grounds on which a restraining order can be granted 
to include instances in which the respondent, the person subject to the order, is likely to commit the specific 
aggravated trespass offences. This will give farmers an extra layer of protection. 

The other element of the Animal Welfare and Trespass Legislation Amendment Bill deals with amendments to 
the Animal Welfare Act. The bill introduces the concept of designated inspectors into the Animal Welfare Act. 
A designated inspector must be a member of the staff of the administering agency, the Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development, and will be appointed by the CEO of that agency. It is really important to 
highlight that paragraph just to ensure that members understand that not just anybody can come onto a farmer’s 
property and claim a right to access their animals on the farm or to have access to the business itself. That is a really 
important protective mechanism. Quite frankly, if farmers are undertaking appropriate animal welfare practices, 
they would not be concerned about that at all. There is a little bit of conflating done in this house around that to 
make it sound like those going about the business of farming will potentially be under interrogation at some point 
following the passage of this bill, which, of course, is completely unfounded and untrue. Designated inspectors 
will have particular functions in the context of their responsibility to ensure the welfare, safety and health of animals 
under part 3 of the Animal Welfare Act. Those functions include the monitoring of compliance with part 3 of the 
act, with directions given by inspectors and with court orders in relation to particular kinds of activities, facilities 
and production methods.  

Limiting the powers of entry with reference to intensive production places will ensure that the activities carried 
out at abattoirs, knackeries and the like, which generally take place behind closed doors, can be effectively monitored. 
Again, that is a very important part of the second reading speech. The animal welfare amendments are complemented 
by, and will work with, the bill’s introduction into the Criminal Code of a new offence of aggravated trespass. This 
is being progressed as part of this bill in recognition of the fact that if trespass of this nature is to be deterred, the 
government needs to be able to demonstrate that appropriate measures are in place to monitor industry compliance 
with Western Australia’s animal welfare laws. 

I want to put on the record some points about intensive production. I thought I had it in my notes but I cannot see 
it. I am talking about animals that are raised using commercial practices. In other words, they are not raised on 
a family farm or place of residence for the purpose of farm production. The introduction of the narrowly focused 
inspection powers in this bill is not intended to be, and should not be considered as, a replacement for the much 
broader considerations and recommendations made by the independent panel that reviewed the Animal Welfare 
Act 2002. The panel notes in its report, which was released on 2 June 2021, that inspectors have limited powers to 
monitor compliance with the act, and recommended strengthened powers. 

The bill proposes an integrated response to the interconnected issues of farm trespass and animal welfare by deterring 
the illegal and damaging “monitoring” practices employed by some activists, while simultaneously strengthening 
the capacity of regulatory agencies to undertake lawful monitoring activities. To separate these measures would 
be to deconstruct what is a coherent and cohesive bill that responds to a complex and multifaceted issue that can 
also be highly emotive and polarising and has significant public interest. 

In recognition of this, I would like to conclude with some reflections on why I believe the unified approach taken 
in this bill is the best way forward to achieve greater protection of people and their livelihoods and the animals 
involved in that occupation. I do this under the theme “animal welfare is farm business”. I also do it with some 
personal insight as a family-run business owner and as someone who is proudly country born and raised, having 
spent my first 23 years in the lovely little town of Korumburra, which is nestled within the beautiful rolling green 
foothills of the Strzelecki ranges in South Gippsland, Victoria. Korumburra has a population of around 4 000, with 
dairy farming and related businesses its primary industry. I know firsthand that for farmers, the welfare of the 
animals on their farm is a top priority—their lives and livelihoods, and the very survival of their wider communities, 
depend upon it. I know that I join many members in this Parliament who are grateful to have spent their formative 
years in regional and remote places and acknowledge the benefit of personal experience that this brings, particularly 
in relation to bills like the one before us today. 
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I would like to finish my contribution with an extract from an article on the University of Queensland website. 
The article was originally published in the journal Agriculture. It is titled, “Costs and Benefits of Improving Farm 
Animal Welfare”, and it makes particular reference to social licence. The article states, under the heading “The Cost 
of Doing Nothing” — 

When it comes to addressing farm animal welfare, possibly the easiest option is to do nothing at all, but 
there may be a cost associated with doing nothing. This cost comes in the form of a risk. Public concern 
about farm animal welfare has been researched over a considerable period, and there is some evidence to 
indicate that public concern is growing. The risk to those with farm animals under their care is that if they 
do not adequately address the public’s concerns about the welfare of the animals, their right to own and use 
the animals for their commercial purposes may come into question. 
This “… latitude that society allows to its citizens to exploit resources for their private purposes” is what 
Martin, Shepheard, and Williams (2011, p. 4) refer to as social licence. 

[Member’s time extended.] 
Mrs L.M. O’MALLEY: The article continues— 

Social licence is granted when industries behave in a manner that is consistent, not just with their legal 
obligations, but also with community expectations. Animal welfare issues, together with issues relating 
to climate change, water scarcity, and declining biodiversity, have all been recognised as potential threats 
to a farmer’s social licence to operate, but some argue that animal welfare has recently become the most 
crucial consideration underpinning social licence for Australian animal use industries. 

The article continues, under the heading “Costs of Improving Farm Animal Welfare” — 
Many people assume that if there is a risk to social licence, those with farm animals under their care should 
undertake any necessary changes to their businesses to improve the welfare of the animals. There are 
costs associated with these changes, however. Some of the costs are one-time costs associated with changing 
infrastructure and switching practices, some are ongoing operational costs, and some are costs to which 
all businesses in an industry must contribute indirectly. All of these costs are likely important factors in 
the decision about which improvements should be made. 

The article continues, under the heading “Benefits to the Business” — 
The most readily assessed benefits of improving farm animal welfare are the benefits to the business, which 
take the form of tangible gains in productivity or of competitive advantage and market premiums. It is 
often taken for granted that improving farm animal welfare will improve productivity of the animals. There 
are numerous examples in the literature of positive correlations between farm animal welfare and various 
measures of productivity (e.g., weight gain and reproduction). 

The article continues, under the heading “Benefits to Society” — 
In areas of farm animal welfare that are of ethical concern to the community, there may be societal benefits 
to improving farm animal welfare, even when there is no clear benefit to businesses. For instance, improving 
the welfare of farm animals may result in social benefits, such as creating jobs and sustaining industries in 
rural areas. Certain individuals may benefit psychologically from more positive interactions with animals. 
For example, interviews of several hundred stockpeople in the pig and dairy industries in Australia revealed 
that the majority of stockpeople (86% and 76% of pig and dairy stockpeople, respectively) enjoyed working 
with the animals under their care. Therefore, there may be societal benefits associated with improving the 
quality of human–animal interactions and with the knowledge that the farm animals in one’s society are 
being treated well. 

The Animal Welfare and Trespass Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 will protect farmers and farm animals. It will 
be good for people and it will be good for the planet, and I commend it to the house. 
MS J.J. SHAW (Swan Hills — Parliamentary Secretary) [3.47 pm]: Deputy Speaker—sorry, Acting Speaker! 
It has been a long week. Members can tell it is our last week in Parliament for this year. 
I rise to make a brief contribution to the debate on the Animal Welfare and Trespass Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2021. I actually made a contribution a couple of years ago when this bill first came on for debate. Animal welfare 
is pretty close to my heart. It is something I am passionate about. Animal welfare issues come up quite often in my 
electorate. People often think I am the member for Ellenbrook, but I am not. My electorate takes in about half of 
Ellenbrook, and about 1 500 square kilometres of other communities, many of which are involved in farming. Even 
in Ellenbrook, there are many avid animal lovers. When I doorknock, it is always lovely to see the number of dogs 
that greet me, although some people have set their dogs on me—that has not happened recently, but it certainly has 
happened. Nonetheless, a lot of people care about animal welfare, and I am among them. 
I must say, as I freely admitted in my contribution a couple of years ago, that I am a meat eater, but I care deeply 
about animal welfare. It is also important to put on the record that much as I am a meat eater, which sometimes causes 
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me a bit of angst, I suppose, I also firmly hold the belief, as the member for Maylands also spoke about, that animals 
are sentient beings, and we are responsible for their existence. When we farm sheep, chickens, cows, horses, pigs 
or goats, or whatever, the reason they have come into the world is because of a conscious decision that we have 
made. Kangaroos, wallabies, possums and quokkas occur naturally. Farm animals exist because of the choices that 
we have made as a society around eating meat. If we make the decision to bring these beings into existence, we 
have a very important responsibility to ensure that their welfare is always front of mind because, but for us, they 
would not suffer; but for us, they would not exist. 
I also acknowledge the importance of the farming sector. There are a number of farmers in my electorate and 
agriculture is our second-largest industry, behind the resources and energy sector. It is a very important industry 
and farmers have rights that deserve to be protected. I think that the vast majority of meat-producing farmers 
care deeply about animal welfare. I listened to the member for Bicton’s contribution about the care taken and the 
relationships that a lot of meat producers have with the animals in their charge. Certainly, the ones I have had the 
privilege to speak to really do care about the creatures that they produce. This legislation seeks to strike a balance 
between those people who care about animal welfare and those who produce meat. I think they are two sides of 
the same coin, which I discussed a couple of years ago. 
Fundamentally, I do not think we can divorce the consumption of meat from the circumstances in which that meat 
is produced and the implications for the animals that we purposefully bring into existence in order to exercise our 
choice to consume meat. This legislation will protect farmers and their legitimate business operations and those 
who do the right thing and adopt ethical animal welfare practices in the production of meat. It will simultaneously 
address the concerns that so many people in the Western Australian community have regarding animal welfare. 
As has been discussed by other members, this legislation came into being in the last term of Parliament following 
a spate of incidents in which people undertook extreme and, I think, sometimes inappropriate activities to protest 
meat production. Particularly, there were a couple of incidents that occurred on farms. Insofar as this legislation 
will operate to try to strike a balance, the first thing it will do to address the actions of extreme protesters will 
be to amend the Criminal Code and the Restraining Orders Act to deter people from trespassing on land used for 
animal-source food production. It will increase the current maximum penalties of 12 months’ imprisonment and 
a fine of $12 000. It will also amend the Criminal Code to create circumstances of aggravation when the conduct 
occurs on an animal-source food production place. It will be a “circumstance of aggravation” if someone interferes 
with, or intends to interfere with, animal-source food production or they assault, intimidate or harass, or intend to 
assault, intimidate or harass, a person in the context of their engagement in an animal-source food process or a family 
member of that person. That is appropriate. 
It is important to appreciate that this legislation is not about stopping people from protesting. It is absolutely legitimate 
to protest and I think it is very important to protest. People can protest; they just will not be able to do it on land 
used for the production of meat or undertake inappropriate activities like trespass. Under this legislation, the proposed 
maximum penalties for doing that will be doubled to two years’ imprisonment and a fine of $24 000. There will also 
be community service orders, which, as the member for Bicton also pointed out, are designed to prevent people 
from being able to crowdsource funding. There will be consequences beyond financial impacts for those types of 
activities. The second thing the bill will do to protect food producers is it will strengthen the restraining order 
provisions. As is well known, the bill followed a series of media reports that detailed the appalling treatment of 
animals at meat production facilities, in addition to some inappropriate activities that were carried out. In balancing 
those interests, the bill will increase the emphasis on animal welfare. Part of the reason that animal activists commit 
extreme acts is that there have been some flagrant animal welfare abuses on some premises. I know that many 
Western Australians were absolutely horrified to see the 7.30 report in October 2019 that documented the absolutely 
appalling mistreatment of horses in eastern states knackeries and abattoirs. As a horse lover myself, I was absolutely 
appalled. Many of my constituents—many are engaged with horses—were horrified and sought assurance that we 
had a proper inspection regime in place. I would argue that, before this bill, we probably did not have the most 
robust scheme, but I think this bill intends to address that. 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development investigators will now have powers of entry and 
inspection to investigate animal cruelty. At the moment, inspectors call ahead to say they are going to pop in and 
inspect a facility. They must also have some sort of suspicion that some sort of animal welfare offence is being 
committed. It does not take a genius to work out what someone would then do; they would get on and probably 
fix up things that were happening on their property and—what do you know?—when the DPIRD inspector comes 
around, everything is fine. I think it is very important that inspectors are able to go onto premises without having 
to overcome that hurdle of needing some sort of suspicion that an offence has been, or is likely to be, committed. 
It will be more effective if inspections can happen at any time and without notice so that meat industry participants 
are always on notice that they need to ensure their animal welfare practices are topnotch. The meat producers I have 
spoken to who do adopt ethical animal treatment practices have no qualms about this legislation. They say, “We do 
the right thing and we’re very happy for inspectors to come onto our properties to see that we uphold appropriate 
levels of animal husbandry and animal welfare standards.” I think that putting these inspection provisions in place 
will meet community expectations about the ability to maintain animal welfare compliance. 
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Other members have spoken about having a social licence to operate. One of the biggest threats to the meat production 
industry is resisting steps to provide comfort that animals are being appropriately treated. It gives oxygen to 
extremists. It sends the wrong signals. The public will be assuaged if the many producers I have spoken to about this 
say, “Yes, absolutely. We want to do the right thing!”, clearly demonstrate that they are taking appropriate steps 
to enhance animal welfare and are open to scrutiny. If producers say, “Actually we do not want these provisions; go 
away. We don’t want people coming and having a look at the way we treat our animals”, it will really send the wrong 
signal and undermine the public’s confidence in the legitimacy of the meat production industry. Resistance to these 
animal welfare provisions in the long term will undermine the producers’ own cause. I want to reiterate what I have 
heard other members say about the importance of being transparent. 
As part of the consultation on the original bill, I spoke to meat producers. Linley Valley Pork is located in my 
electorate, and it is a big employer. I went right the way through the process at Linley Valley Pork, from the receipt 
of the pigs through to the dispatch of meat products at the end of the process. I found it particularly confronting, 
but one thing that came home to me very strongly, which I noted when I made my earlier contribution, was that 
the folk there genuinely are very concerned about the welfare of the animals that come to them and the welfare of 
the animals prior to them getting to the facility. Badly treated animals do not produce the best quality meat and 
Linley Valley Pork understands that. It has the ability to track provenance, and if animals have been poorly treated, 
they can tell. It is very important to them. It has a whole free-range pork thing going on there and the people care 
very deeply. When I spoke to them, they said, “We have no qualms about this legislation because we do the right 
thing.” I think it is very important to acknowledge that. 
This legislation is about respect and responsibility. It is about respecting people’s choices but understanding that 
we have a responsibility to protect animals, protect farmers and address people’s concerns about animal welfare 
issues. I think this legislation does that. 
I want to close by saying in my capacity as the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for State Development, 
Jobs and Trade that I think fostering a humane, high-quality meat-producing industry is a very good thing for 
Western Australia. It is about economic diversification.  
I think there is a growing need for chilled meat in our immediate neighbourhood. We did a parliamentary inquiry 
that referred at length to WA being the gourmet deli of Asia, not just a food bowl. I strongly support efforts to 
concentrate our meat industry on the production of chilled meat for exports, processed here in WA where we can 
ensure the ethical treatment of animals, generate onshore jobs for WA workers and contribute to the diversification 
of our economy. 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

COST OF LIVING 
Motion 

MS M.J. DAVIES (Central Wheatbelt — Leader of the Opposition) [4.00 pm]: I move — 
That this house condemns the McGowan Labor government’s failure to address the rising crises across 
multiple portfolios, including the failure to respond to the pressures impacting Western Australian 
households, despite sitting on a massive $6 billion surplus. 

I note that this is the last private members’ business motion that the opposition will debate for the 2022 parliamentary 
year. It is with regret that the opposition cannot in good conscience applaud or even commend the performance of 
the McGowan Labor government over the past 12 months. As we said in question time today, this week is always 
an opportunity for ministers, the opposition and other members of Parliament to reflect on the year that was. We 
have seen a number of ministers jump up and answer Dorothy Dixers about what they see as their achievements. 
If people read only their side of the contribution without delving into some of the challenges that we know about 
and continue to raise in Parliament, and also have conversations about with various organisations and representatives 
in our community, they would think that everything was going swimmingly. However, I am disappointed to say—
we have raised it on more than one occasion—that this government is failing on the bare basics. When it comes to 
health, housing, education and relieving the cost-of-living pressures that so many in our communities are facing, 
this government is failing. 
This government is sitting on a $6 billion surplus. It is also becoming increasingly arrogant in the way that it dismisses 
people and organisations and ideas that have not originated from the government, and the Premier in particular. If 
an organisation finds itself on the opposite side of the ledger and it is not doing one of those projects that government 
members love to talk about, it will be in the wilderness. In the case of the discussion we have been having in question 
time over the past two weeks about the very esteemed and respected Professor Fiona Stanley, she has been diminished 
and sidelined and her integrity has been attacked by no less than the Premier.  
That, to me, is a sign of an arrogant Premier who has started to disconnect from the community and also the values 
that I assume a Labor government would purport to bring to government. Rather than use the massive majority 
that was gifted by the Western Australian people at the election in 2021, this government has not shown restraint 
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in exercising the power it has. There was no better example of that than at the beginning of last year when we saw 
the decision to introduce the electoral reform legislation to rip regional representation from the state’s Parliament. 
The first act of this government in its second term was to diminish regional representation in the state’s Parliament. 
Dr D.J. Honey: Shame! 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: It is a shame, Leader of the Liberal Party. It was done under the guise of an expert task force 
that was whipped up in no time at all and had a very short time frame for submissions. The legislation appeared 
and was debated and passed, and everyone patted themselves on the back, while a broad majority of the community 
was left to wonder how we got to this point, given that the Premier had said again and again that he would not 
contemplate introducing legislation of that nature. It was a disgrace. That legislation will fundamentally change 
the way that people living in regional Western Australia are represented in this Parliament after the next state election. 
It will diminish their voice. It will make it easier for the government to ignore the plight of those communities that 
are out of sight and, therefore, out of mind.  
It is a scary prospect for those of us who represent and work and live in those communities. It is concerning because, 
as we have seen, this Labor government has become more and more adept at ignoring inconvenient truths and 
ignoring the issues that are being raised that do not fit with its agenda and instead making big, flashy announcements. 
Not one regional member of the Labor Party spoke on behalf of their community about what the government was 
doing to electoral representation. They missed that opportunity. When we go to the next election and we remind 
everybody that Labor members have changed the way that their voice will be heard in Parliament, I think those 
regional members will be regretful. It will be to their own detriment and to the detriment of the communities that 
they represent. 
When we get to 2025, some serious thought will have to be given to how we make sure that we do not lose the value 
of the Legislative Council, because it does add value. It is not supposed to be a rubber stamp for the Legislative Assembly 
and the executive government. That is not the purpose of the Legislative Council. It should provide a different lens 
for consideration of legislation. I reiterate my disappointment. We hoped dearly that the government started in a way 
that it would not continue with and that the election result would be the high-water mark for, I would think, a century. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: At least those on this side of the Parliament would hope so, Minister for Water. Unfortunately, 
the way that the government has made decisions across every portfolio and applied itself with arrogance using its 
numbers has resulted in poor outcomes, and I will get to those as I go through my contribution. 
For the second year in a row, the government has also presided over a massive budget surplus of $6 billion. It is an 
extraordinary amount for the Treasurer to have in his back pocket. Make no mistake, this government is flush with 
cash. Government members will say that it was prudent financial management. We will say that it was extraordinary 
returns from the mining industry, a GST deal that has fundamentally underscored our ability to get a fair return from 
the commonwealth and significant tax collections over the last two years that have bolstered the bottom line. The 
government is sitting on a massive surplus. Surely that would mean that within each portfolio, the systems would 
be humming and infrastructure would be where it needs to be and we would not be facing some of the challenges 
that we see written about in the paper and hear talked about on the radio and raised by the opposition in Parliament 
every day. We would expect that, with a $6 billion surplus, the wheels of government would be turning and that 
the challenges would be being addressed. I can only imagine what we would have given to have a $6 billion surplus 
when we were in government and we were facing an extraordinary number of people coming across the border to 
assist with the enormous boom in the mining sector from 2006 to 2009. What would we have given for that? 
Mr P.J. Rundle: Too busy building all those hospitals. 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: We did; we built hospitals. 
As I travel throughout the state, this budget surplus is one of the things that people raise with me on a regular basis. 
People from households that have had to tighten the purse strings, struggling to pay the bills and the car registration 
and put food on the table, cannot understand why more levers are not being pulled by the government to assist 
them. As our government has become more and more wealthy, a portion of the population has become less and 
less wealthy. That is extraordinary in a state like Western Australia, with our abundance of natural resources and our 
amazing quality of life. Under this government, more and more people are struggling simply to keep a roof over 
their head and pay their bills. 
Dr D.J. Honey: The government is too busy squirrelling it away in special purpose accounts in readiness for the 
next election. 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: That is exactly right. 
Mr D.J. Kelly: Which special purpose accounts are you talking about? 
Dr D.J. Honey: You’ve got about 20 of them. 
Mr D.J. Kelly: Yes. Which ones? 
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr D.A.E. Scaife): The Leader of the Opposition has the call, not the member for 
Cottesloe or the Minister for Water. 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: The Leader of the Liberal Party makes a good point. In budget estimates we explored the 
numerous special purpose accounts that exist and the challenge of determining where the money is flowing and what 
the government is using it for. The government is trying to make it look like it has less of a surplus. It is embarrassing 
for ministers and members of the government to front up to people in their communities who cannot afford to 
put fuel in the car and keep a roof over their heads while the government has a $6 billion surplus—likely greater 
than that. 

Members opposite do not need to take our word for it; we would not expect them to. They just need to look to 
the reports of the Western Australian Council of Social Service, Foodbank and Anglicare or talk to grassroots 
organisations such as the Albany Community Foundation. That foundation has created a rent assistance fund to 
support people to stay in their houses so that we do not have more and more people jumping across to the social 
housing list. We know that list has blown out extraordinarily. Local organisations that work in the service sector, 
as part of the Albany Community Foundation, have come together in a first to create a fund to support people. 
They are seeing more and more people coming through the doors of their organisations, struggling to make ends 
meet. It is an alarming trend. I met with people from that foundation in Albany the other day, when I was down there 
for the show and various other events, and they were genuinely concerned. Those cost-of-living pressures are resulting 
in more and more households having to choose between paying rent and putting food on the table. 

We talk about the cost of fuel and the challenges that people face. I have no doubt that the government will say, 
“Look at what we have done in creating new zones for public transport and free travel. That is reducing the pressure.” 
That is right, but, in the same breath, I would invite whoever responds to this motion to address the fact that we have 
not seen a corresponding increase in the Country Age Pension Fuel Card for people on fixed incomes in regional 
communities, where there is limited or no public transport. Neither has there been an increase in the patient assisted 
travel scheme. That has needed to be addressed for some time and yet for six years the government has refused to 
do so. They are things that this government has at its fingertips. Those changes could be implemented right now to 
make life easier for people who are struggling with the cost of living. 

I met with WACOSS the other day for a briefing on what it was asking for in next year’s state budget. In its report, 
WACOSS noted that the Salvation Army had reported a 90 per cent increase in requests for assistance to pay car 
registration, and I understand that both UnitingCare and Anglicare have seen a commensurate increase in the number 
of people coming through their doors. The opposition is regularly told by those opposite that we cannot contribute 
solutions to some of these challenges. As part of our response to the budget this year, we asked the government to 
freeze fees and charges within its remit—not forever, but to allow people to catch up—yet the Treasurer and his 
ministers were tone deaf to those requests. The cost of car registration and drivers’ licences continues to go up. Power 
and water bills continue to go up. The government has fees and charges at its fingertips and it refuses to relieve that 
pressure, even for a short period. The opposition will continue to say that, with a $6 billion surplus, the government 
can afford to give households a chance to catch up. 

I note WACOSS also asked for a rental relief payment. In the context of the Minister for Housing being unable to 
deliver the houses he continually promises, I think keeping people in the houses they have would be a sensible 
solution in the short term. As an opposition, the Liberal and National Parties have not yet considered the proposal, 
but we will go through what WACOSS has asked for and the other pre-budget submissions. I do not think it is an 
unreasonable ask to keep as many people as possible in the houses that they have to prevent them from landing on 
the social housing list or becoming homeless. As we know from the statistics, the Minister for Housing is not able 
to deliver on his commitments. These crises are becoming everyday business-as-usual occurrences for a government 
with $6 billion in its back pocket. The Premier, as Treasurer, could provide this relief through the midyear review 
process, and it would be a very welcome announcement for the people who are facing a pretty bleak Christmas 
and holiday period, trying to keep food on the table. We are not holding our breath, though. I think the Treasurer 
is more likely to take his lead from the Grinch and continue to hoard the $6 billion surplus while too many 
Western Australians suffer. 

Reflecting on the issues we have raised in questions, matters of public interest and private members’ business 
motions over the course of the year, I want to briefly touch on some of the key areas that we have covered. The 
shadow portfolio ministers will go into greater detail. Without doubt one of those areas is the health portfolio, and 
I commend the shadow Minister for Health for her efforts. It has been a rich vein for the opposition to mine, because 
there are so many challenges in our health system. We hit record ambulance ramping at the beginning of November, 
which is an outrageous statistic for such a wealthy state. It is a problem of the government’s own making because 
it failed to invest when it came to government; in fact, it pulled back on operational funding. As a consequence, 
and compounded by the COVID pandemic, we are now seeing the need for an enormous amount of catch-up. It is 
seriously concerning that we have seen service reductions in hospitals, particularly in regional Western Australia. 
We have unprecedented levels of ambulance ramping in the metropolitan area and service reductions in hospitals 
across regional Western Australia. 
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Member for Agricultural Region and now shadow minister for regional health, Hon Martin Aldridge, asked 
a question in the Legislative Council the other day about the reduction in operating hours at Wyndham Hospital 
since October 2021 and the closure of maternity services, as the member for North West Central and the member for 
Vasse have raised on a number of occasions. That prompted him to ask whether there had been any other facilities 
at which services had ceased or been suspended. Disappointingly, there had been a number of them. They had been 
suspended in Carnarvon, and the minister, in response to the question by the member for North West Central today, 
was unable to provide a time line for when those services would return. In Narrogin, there had been short periods of 
reduced services in non-emergency birthing, limited because of GPs being on leave. That happened for approximately 
eight days in November and has now returned to normal. At Bridgetown and Warren Hospitals, there were short 
periods of reduced birthing services due to a limited number of GPs and GPs being on leave. That was for 
approximately 16 days in total, non-continuous, between July and June, and those services have now returned. 
Unfortunately, the services have not been returned in Wyndham. If there is an emergency after hours, there is an 
on-call facility, but no-one at the hospital. People have to call someone and they have to get there to pick them up. 
Wyndham is without 24/7 emergency care for people who walk through the doors of the hospital. No time line was 
provided on whether that would return to normal at any point. 
They are just a few of the examples in regional Western Australia that the opposition finds seriously concerning. This 
is much like the issue the member for Vasse raised in relation to Margaret River Hospital. Despite the WA Country 
Health Service identifying it as a priority hospital that needs investment, we are still waiting for an investment 
decision by this government. It needs mental health services, upgrades to the emergency department, additional GPs 
and air-conditioning upgrades, but none of that has been done, despite the department recommending that that was 
a priority. That is unacceptable. I listened to the Minister for Health’s answer in question time today about all these 
projects, but there is no glory in that. There are some serious challenges, not the least of which is the ongoing dispute 
with nurses and midwives that has spiralled out of control. No doubt that is in part the result of this government 
taking so long to come to the party with an appropriate offer. All I can say is that our nurses and midwives deserve 
better pay and better conditions. That is quite simple, and it is the view of the broader public as well. It is remarkable 
that in a state flush with funds, the government has been so miserly as it negotiates with that sector; it needs to do 
better. Ministers and members of the government stand in this place week after week, lauding frontline workers, 
as we all should, but it is entirely hypocritical when they are dragged along to then provide a fair offer for pay and 
conditions out of their $6 billion surplus. It is unconscionable to stand and talk about the commitment of these 
workers, but then not be prepared to put an offer on the table that would recognise that work. 
Regardless of COVID-19, the warning flags were up and waving in advance of the pandemic. Ambulance ramping 
was already on the rise, and that was the canary in the coalmine. When we add the Auditor General chiming in 
with concerns around key issues in the portfolio, including the report that was handed down in November on the 
management of long-stay patients in public hospitals, there are serious issues for the Minister for Health to attend to. 
I turn to the housing crisis. Housing has not improved over the past year. There has been announcement after 
announcement by the minister, but very little hitting the ground. As we have said before in this house, we have 
a Minister for Housing with no houses. That housing shortage is putting enormous pressure on not only the social 
housing sector and the community housing sector, but also businesses that seek to attract and retain staff. The 
shadow Minister for International Education today raised concerns about how Western Australia will attract back 
international students and retain them in Western Australia when housing shortages are impacting our ability to 
do that. We have raised concerns around the status of nurses’ accommodation. I was pleased the Minister for Health 
conceded that the state of nurses’ accommodation in regional Western Australia was not up to scratch. We look 
forward to her rectifying that situation and hope that investment is forthcoming because that is having an impact 
on the ability to attract and retain nurses in regional areas. 
Dr D.J. Honey: And their safety. 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: Without a doubt, Leader of the Liberal Party—and their safety. I have reflected in this house 
previously about nurses who have heeded the call from government and returned from retirement and gone bush 
because they have operated out there before and they were happy to do it, but they have been attacked and felt so 
unsafe in their accommodation and in the hospital that they will not return. That is unacceptable. 
Questions from the member for Moore in late October this year show that very little progress has been made in 
building or purchasing stock for social housing. Let us not forget that this government sold 1 300 social houses when 
it came to government. According to the answer that was provided by the minister on 27 October—I will be the 
member for Central Wheatbelt first—just four houses have been built in the wheatbelt and four from the on-the-spot 
purchase market. That is a total of eight in the entire wheatbelt region. In the goldfields, just two houses were built 
and two purchased. In the great southern, just two houses were built and 23 were purchased. Only five were built 
in the East Kimberley and eight in the West Kimberley. When it comes to the social housing economic recovery 
package new build grants and funding allocated to the community housing sector, I could not even find the wheatbelt 
on the list. There are big gaps in what is being delivered and what is being talked about by this minister. As the 
Leader of the Opposition, I am appalled by the lack of progress the government has made on dealing with the social 
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housing backlog. As the member for Central Wheatbelt, I ask simply why the wheatbelt does not deserve investment 
and why there is a black hole for community housing and building new houses because there is certainly a demand 
there. The minister needs to come clean on why he is failing to reduce the wait time for public housing, because 
there is clearly a difference between what he is promising and what is being delivered. 

I return to what the Western Australian Council of Social Service is putting forward as part of its pre-budget 
submission for the upcoming state budget to reduce rental stress and to keep people off the social housing list. 
That is a very important point to consider, whether it is Government Regional Officers’ Housing, social housing, 
community housing or transitional housing. Another matter that was raised with me when I was in Albany—I am 
interested to know whether the minister can confirm this—is that transitional housing was available in Albany for 
prisoners who were coming out of prison and transitioning back into the community. That housing was pulled 
back into the social housing pool and it is now very challenging for those prisoners who are transitioning back into 
the community to find accommodation. I thought that one of the elements to success was that once they leave prison, 
they need at least a roof over their heads to ensure that they can start contributing to society again. It is robbing 
Peter to pay Paul. I do not understand. Perhaps the minister can clarify whether that intel is correct because it was 
raised by a number of people in the sector who deal with those individuals trying to successfully transition back 
into the community. It is an enormous mess in that portfolio. 

I have spoken before about our record when we were in government and that we had a significant investment into 
GROH when we first came to government in 2008–09. That is because very limited work had been done on upgrading 
properties for police and teachers across the regions. When I travel around my electorate, and also across the state, 
I ask councils whether they are in a position to partner with government to deliver some of the houses that they 
desperately need because that is the model the government has continued with. It will not build the houses itself; 
it prefers someone else to do it. A lot of local governments, particularly the smaller ones, cannot do this because 
it impacts their ratios. They get adverse reports because the balance is not right for the rates they take in. Although 
they know that it is critical to be able to attract a principal or a policeman to their community, they also do not 
have the funds at their disposal to do that any longer, even with a contract with the government. There is a need to 
relook at how that is done from a state government perspective to ensure that the government is building appropriate 
GRO housing and is not reliant on local governments or the private sector. It is certainly a challenge and one that 
I see reflected across my electorate, but more broadly than that when I travel in regional Western Australia. 

It was interesting that for all the government’s fanfare around infrastructure investment—we heard a little bit of it 
today during question time—a roundtable discussion was held. Representatives of regional chambers of commerce, 
the Property Council of Australia, the Civil Contractors Federation WA and the Western Roads Federation talked about 
supply chain infrastructure pressure points. Quite a comprehensive report was published in Business News Western 
Australia of 29 November. In particular, I draw members’ attention to the comments from the Civil Contractors 
Federation WA. This is the second conversation I have had about this issue in the last two weeks. From the federation’s 
perspective, the problem this year is that contractors working on suburban land developments are struggling to get 
their hands on enough limestone blocks to keep up with demand. That is a very specific problem. When we were 
in government, access to limestone for sustainable development was part of the strategic assessment of the Perth 
and Peel regions, or SAPPR, as it was known, to make sure planning was aligned with environmental offsets and 
agencies. If new water pipelines needed to be put in, it was all done together to limit pipeline corridors and things 
like that. It was to ensure that all the assessments were done. As Minister for Water; Forestry, there was a particularly 
contentious pinch point with the pine plantations. The pine plantations were impacting the water and we had 
environmental issues around Carnaby’s black-cockatoos. All these issues were put into the mix instead of doing 
things piecemeal across the Perth and Peel regions with the intent of taking a more strategic approach. 

I have not seen hide nor hair of that process continuing under this government. In fact, I think it has been abandoned. 
It was raised with me in the context of a different conversation, but it was supported by at least the private sector 
because it had clarity around where offsets would occur. For instance, the Civil Contractors Federation would say 
the issue with limestone is a challenge to delivering infrastructure. 

Kitty Prodonovich, who would be very familiar to everyone, is the CEO of the Regional Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry of WA. She commented — 

“The cost of doing business is escalating, it’s up there with lack of housing and lack of people as issues 
in the regions,” … 

Another concern was inconsistent power supply. 

That is something we have raised on numerous occasions in this Parliament. The article continues — 

“There are massive power issues particularly in the Wheatbelt,” Ms Prodonovich said. 

The article goes on to talk about something that I am very interested in. This government came to power and created 
a conglomeration of portfolios in megadepartments with the promise that there would be better decision-making and 
alignment between portfolios that need to work together. Ms Prodonovich observed at this meeting that she had 
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encountered a lack of coordination within government agencies. For instance, there have been times when she had 
received multiple emails from people within one department seeking her input on policy issues. Kwinana Industries 
Council director Chris Oughton said — 

… the view from industry is that the relevant departments with a management function over the industrial 
area are not working well together,” … 
“They are not integrated, not holistic enough, and the infighting between the departments is confounding 
issue resolution. 

That sentiment is repeated throughout this article. The question is whether the creation of these departments that 
caused so much disruption at the beginning of the McGowan government’s term is really delivering better and more 
streamlined processes when it comes to the delivery of infrastructure, industrial estates, planning and environmental 
offsets. Certainly, a number of issues are canvassed in this article on the round table held the other day. 
Industrial land has become another infrastructure pressure point for WA. Although the focus is on a number of 
industrial estates, particularly around Collie, there is a diminishing amount of industrial land in Perth and we have 
low vacancy rates for industrial land across the metropolitan area. A number of industrial estates in regional communities 
still do not have basic infrastructure, which does not make it attractive for industry to invest. It is very difficult to get 
across the hurdles to business investment. Whether it is residential or business development in industrial estates or 
our town sites, this government could do better on headworks. That issue gets raised with me on a regular basis. 
Again, the opposition has put forward a headworks fund, which both Labor and Liberal–National governments in the 
past have supported. It would certainly assist in deconstraining land, providing opportunities outside the metropolitan 
area and encouraging business to invest in industrial estates currently sitting idle. There is opportunity there for this 
government with its significant surplus to invest. Property Council Australia WA CEO Sandra Brewer raised this 
issue. She called for assistance on headworks. I point to the fact that the opposition has been calling for that since the 
budget this year, at least. We think it is a very sensible way to deconstrain land and support industry. 
Before I wrap up, I want to very briefly talk about royalties for regions. The substitutions that have occurred mean 
that the program is in a diminished form compared with what it was. There is not a day when I am travelling throughout 
regional Western Australia that people who are visiting the regions or have been part of that transformation do not 
tell me that they lament the fact there is no way to access that funding under the McGowan Labor government to 
drive development and support committees in regional Western Australia. It has simply disappeared. But for a very 
small number of discretionary funds, it is wholly allocated and there is no real decision-making at a local level. 
When there are initiatives that could assist communities dealing with some of the challenges that we see across the 
regions, people have no capacity to access government to have those conversations. It is very disappointing that 
this government continues to keep the banner up but for all intents and purposes has removed royalties for regions 
funding and what it could achieve for our regional communities. 
The last issue I want to touch on before I pass on to my colleagues to go through their portfolios in detail is youth 
justice. This portfolio is one of the most vexing things we have seen the government deal with over the course of 
the last 12 months. The way that the Premier has responded to the issues with Banksia Hill Detention Centre and the 
dysfunction, crime and antisocial behaviours in our communities has reached new levels of arrogance. He believes 
that he knows better than experts, professionals and people with lived experience. He is playing on the fears of the 
broader community, enforcing stereotypes of juvenile offenders and ignoring community leaders. It seems like 
there has been a shift in the way that each side of politics talks about this issue at the moment. I imagine some very 
uncomfortable conversations are happening in the Labor Party behind the scenes. All I want to say is that I am not 
deaf to the challenges faced by our community and the people who have been victims of these crimes. When people 
raise this issue with me and say that I sound like I am apologising for wanting there to be no consequences for these 
young people, I tell them the system is not working and all we are doing is teaching them how to be better little 
criminals and then letting them loose back in our communities so they can do it all over again, and they could not 
possibly endorse that. At no point in time has the opposition said that there should not be consequences for people’s 
actions, some of which are serious. But the way this Premier has handled this issue has been appalling, as was his 
attack on Professor Fiona Stanley and those who were invited at the very last minute to attend a summit that he clearly 
had no intention of paying any heed to. There were no minutes, no listening and no record—and now it is a war of 
words. There is an inconvenience to the truths that Fiona Stanley and the others who attended the meeting are 
saying that do not align with the government’s priorities. Frankly, the government does not want its priorities to 
be derailed by having to deal with such complex issues. It is not good enough. The Premier does not want to derail 
the good news juggernaut that he and his team of hundreds of media operators behind the scenes keep churning out 
every day by having to deal with a very complex issue. 
I understand that it is easier to say, “If you do a bad thing, you get locked up”, but I have stood in this chamber 
and listened to people on the other side of the house talk about how we need nuance, compassion and understanding. 
There could be a little bit more of that coming from the Premier on this issue. You can be tough on crime, but in 
the end, you are not tough if it just generates a revolving door for our juvenile detention centre. That does not solve 
the problem. Offenders become better equipped at offending, and that does not keep the community safe. 
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The failure of the government to invest in support for child protection and the Department of Communities so that 
they offer a contemporary and timely service means that too many kids fall through the cracks. I was appalled 
when the Minister for Community Services told the member for North West Central not to worry because people can 
call the after-hours hotline when kids are out of control. Once again, the police are the people of last resort who 
have to pick these kids up off the streets. People can call the hotline! That is just not good enough. It is a disgrace that 
the Minister for Police is not advocating for his ministerial colleagues to lift their game so police officers are not 
left to deal with this problem. It is an intolerable situation. The Minister for Police continues to say that there is no 
crime problem in Carnarvon. That flies in the face of what that community is living through at this time, as well 
as those in communities in Newman, Fitzroy Crossing and Halls Creek. These are complex issues—we understand 
that—but there is an arrogance in the way the Premier chooses to ignore people with that lived experience and 
leaders in those communities who are asking for assistance to provide solutions. 
On that matter, when the summit was being talked about, the newly installed police commissioner was reported as 
saying that he was looking forward to sharing exactly what his police officers had to deal with out on the streets—
the dysfunction and criminal behaviour of young people running through our streets. We will never know exactly 
what he said because in the Premier’s office, they do not take minutes in meetings. That became apparent today in 
question time. We will never know what the police commissioner said in that meeting because there is no formal 
record. To me, that was an extraordinary statement. The Premier knew the summit would be reported on and followed 
with keen interest, yet no-one took a formal or official record of that meeting. How that played out over the following 
days is beyond a disgrace. It is not a surprise, because the Premier’s arrogance has reached an all-time high. 
I will leave it to individual portfolio holders to go through in more detail some of the issues that we see on which 
the government could improve or do better. I put it in the context of the fact that we have $6 billion in the bank. The 
government has an enormous majority in this Parliament. The government has many backbench foot soldiers who 
can reach out into the community, so it should have no excuse for not gauging public sentiment and the challenges 
in multiple portfolios. It seems that the government is at loggerheads with too many really critical parts of our 
public service and our community. It is at loggerheads with the nurses and midwives, and at loggerheads with 
police. I suspect the Premier cannot wait for the summer break when the government can refresh that portfolio and 
put a new face on it, but you can’t put lipstick on a pig, so it will not change because the Premier will still be there 
and that arrogance is seeping through the entire cabinet. That failure to invest in basic services and infrastructure 
in the early days of the Premier’s government is creating a rod for his back now, and there does not seem to be 
a plan in any aspect to deal with that. 
In opposition, we have worked to highlight the areas in which we think the government can do better. We do this 
under extraordinary circumstances. We are not asking for sympathy, but midway through this term of government, 
it is time to reflect on what this government could be doing better, and there is no shortage of issues that we have 
raised over the last 12 months. 
DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe — Leader of the Liberal Party) [4.44 pm]: I rise to enthusiastically join the debate 
commenced by the Leader of the Opposition. In the same spirit that the Leader of the Opposition started her 
debate, it would be good if I were struggling to find material to use to suggest that this government could do better. 
Unfortunately, I am overwhelmed by material on the many failures of this government. Despite its ascendant majority 
and its enormous surplus, it is failing on so many fronts. Here it is; it should be a mature government six years into 
its term. In fact, it is flailing around like a government that has just come into power and not dealing with issues 
adequately. It is mismanagement across a number of areas. It is mismanagement of key portfolio areas, as was 
outlined by the Leader of the Opposition. It is not adequately progressing state development. It has an ideological 
agenda that undermines good government decisions and is making questionable decisions that do not serve the 
public interest. Perhaps this is the hallmark of this government above everything else. It is not even called a Labor 
government anymore, members might note. It is not the McGowan Labor government; it is the McGowan government. 
We have a personality cult, which apparently is the government these days, based purely on the Premier, who does 
not believe in Labor anymore. Clearly, other members opposite also do not, although I am sure some good ones do. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister for Water, order! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: We have a personality cult based on the Premier—the McGowan government. The hallmark 
of the McGowan government is an utter and total lack of transparency. I say quite confidently that this is the least 
transparent government in the history of the state of Western Australia, and we have had some dodgy Labor 
governments in the past. This government’s lack of transparency is absolutely profound. 
If we go to the management of the key functions in the state, first and foremost is keeping people safe in health. 
I will not go through the health failures because the shadow Minister for Health will do that very adequately. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister for Water, that is quite enough! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. 
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Minister for Water, I had the courtesy to not interject, and I will not interject on the minister if he actually rises, 
and I would appreciate the same from him because we have so much to get through. 
The member for Vasse, the shadow Minister for Health, will cover health in some detail. This government was handed 
a health system with the capacity to deal with the health needs of this state, but we have seen a massive decline in 
the quality of health services in the state. This is no more exemplified than by the fivefold increase effectively in 
bed-blocking, which causes ambulance ramping outside our hospitals. What an absolute disgrace! I will not dwell 
on that. 
Let us go to energy—one of my favourite topics. What a debacle! We see more puffing of the chest than in most 
places, but what an absolute debacle this government is causing in that space. The government talks about 
managing an energy transition, but it is managing chaos. The Shepherd review encapsulated this. I will not go 
through yesterday’s debate in detail, but I will comment on it. A quote from the Shepherd report about reviewing 
the data of outages states — 

This data shows over a four-year period a ‘materially’ worsening customer outage experience trend in 
CBD and rural areas, with flat performance in urban areas. 

That was the summary of the review that the minister initiated himself because we consistently see a range of 
problems in this area. 
I want to talk about the debate we had yesterday; I want to put on record how disappointed I was with the contribution 
of the member for Swan Hills. We are all used to the minister claiming to be a victim and telling everyone how 
clever he is, how hard he works and how no-one works as hard as him, but it is the same broken record. I suspect the 
Leader of the Opposition and I have probably heard it in this chamber for a decade or more; nevertheless, we all 
know the minister is very clever and how hard he works and how no-one lives up to his standard! 
Ms M.J. Davies: Sarcasm doesn’t work in Hansard. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Yes. These are just the sanctimonious, gratuitous indulgences of the minister in his reply. 
I worked with the member for Swan Hills on the Economics and Industry Standing Committee and I hold the ability 
of the member in some high regard. When I saw the announcement about Fiona Hick becoming the new CEO of 
Fortescue Metals Group, I thought that she was in that same league of capability and capacity, but instead, her 
contribution was reduced to repeating gratuitous criticisms and insults from other people, rather than actually using 
her intellect and ability to respond meaningfully to the issues that were raised. 
Ms J.J. Shaw interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Acting Speaker, I have a lot of material to get through. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Swan Hills! You have had your say. Leader of the Liberal Party. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: That is a big disappointment. 
What a debacle we have in energy in this state! What are we facing? We face a coal shortage for our power stations 
in Collie. In fact, three power plants have had to be switched off for an extended period of time to buy stocks. We 
also have the ludicrous situation of exporting coal jobs from Collie to the eastern states. We will have 100 000 tonne 
of coal shipped into this state from Newcastle. Who knows how long that will go on? I think my repute is likely 
the case: it will cost $400 a tonne. Again, the minister will not be transparent about the impact that will have or 
who will pay for it. The government has made no mention of that. The minister says it is complex because of the 
calorific value and the ash content—rubbish! I have been a manager responsible for a power station. 
Ms J.J. Shaw: You wouldn’t know it! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Member for Swan Hills, as I said, you are wasted in this place. Maybe you should try somewhere else. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: We do not need it! Leader of the Liberal Party. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much, Acting Speaker. What an absolute farce! Despite a likely reserve of 
somewhere around two billion tonnes of coal and 300 million tonnes or so of provable, mineable reserves in that 
place, we have to import coal from the eastern states. 
Furthermore, this government is looking at the coal closure in 2030. It can dwell on the policy that our party had 
going into the last election, but the Labor Party is now in government and it has made this decision. I do my homework 
on these things. People who actually use the gas have done an analysis of the government’s policy. It shows 
consistently that if we rely on gas to provide the confirming capacity on days when there is no wind and the 
coal-fired power station is not operating, the demand for gas will be something like 300 terajoules above the capacity 
the current Dampier to Bunbury natural gas pipeline can handle. There has been no announcement from this 
government around what it is doing and how it is working with the owners of that to get more looping in that network 
to get that down. That could be up to a 300-terajoule gap! 
Ms J.J. Shaw interjected. 
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Dr D.J. HONEY: The member for Swan Hills can go away and do her own modelling in her own time. 
Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 
Ms L. METTAM: Point of order! 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr D.A.E. Scaife): Member for Swan Hills, if you carry on like this, I will start 
calling you to order. Leader of the Liberal Party. 

Debate Resumed 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much, Acting Speaker. If the government provides the confirming capacity 
with an average of 150 terajoules of gas across those days when there is no wind and those coal-fired power stations 
are closed, there will be an enormous shortfall in the gas supply. I will be absolutely delighted for the member for 
Swan Hills, who I assume is here as the proxy for the Minister for Energy, to provide some answers on that. We 
can see the fragility of this system. Yesterday, the Minister for Energy came into this place and, when I asked him 
a question about the Santos plant and the reduction in output from Santos through Varanus Island, he said that there 
will be no impact on customers or business. The very next day, our largest ammonia manufacturing plant in the state, 
the Yara plant on the Burrup Peninsula shut down because it did not have enough gas from Santos. A major industrial 
facility shut down because it did not have sufficient gas. That is the fragility of our gas network and that is the 
fragility of the ability — 
Ms J.J. Shaw interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Swan Hills, I call you to order for the first time. I have been pretty lenient 
with you, given that I think that the Leader of the Liberal Party has invited some interjections from you, but I make 
myself clear. You spoke while I was speaking last and while I was taking a point of order; it is not acceptable. 
I call you to order for the first time. Leader of the Liberal Party. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much, Acting Speaker. That demonstrates the fragility of our system. We 
have constraints on capacity and gas users in the state of Western Australia are extremely concerned about the 
government’s ability to get gas down that pipeline when it is relying on that to provide the backup when there is 
no wind and we have no coal-fired power stations. 
I will not go through it all but let us look at transport under this government. We are six years in and the only thing 
that has been delivered as part of the famed Metronet project is a project that was started by the previous Liberal 
government—the Forrestfield–Airport link. Otherwise, there have been lots of announcements. If announcements 
could move people around, we would have no problems. There are lots of hard hats and fluoro vests, but we have 
a government that is simply not delivering those projects in anywhere near the time or on the schedule that it should. 
The government is competing for labour with the private sector. I think the Leader of the Opposition alluded to this; 
the government is out there competing with the private sector so that, at a time when the private sector is struggling 
for labour, the government can come in and make more announcements about infrastructure projects to compete 
with it. It is one of the reasons we cannot get houses built on time. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: It is all right. Take a seat, Leader of the Liberal Party. Member for Burns Beach and 
Minister for Water, I do not need you to make up for the member for Swan Hills. If you can, just keep it down. 
Leader of the Liberal Party. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much, Acting Speaker. 
The government is competing. On top of the projects that it cannot deliver because it is years behind and tens—in 
fact, hundreds—of millions of dollars over budget, as was revealed by the Auditor General in her review of the top 
projects, the government has announced even more projects. It now has the Midland line closure, which has already 
been pushed back. We know it will be pushed back again. It will be gold for the next election because that whole 
corridor will be in chaos during the next state election because the government will push it back. The government 
has added another project on top of it and is competing for labour with the private sector even more; that is one of 
the primary reasons we do not have sufficient labour in those other areas. 
Planning in this state is absolute chaos. I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the good job she did of highlighting 
the issues. We have a planning minister who has utterly abandoned an audit planning framework in this state. I will 
have a chance to go through that in more detail tomorrow morning in my grievance to the minister on this subject. 
We have a process that is utterly idiosyncratic. Singular decisions are made without any reference to ordered planning. 
The recent debacle with the Charles Street decision exemplifies that more than anything else. The planning system 
is designed to ingratiate the government with developers who want to develop whatever they want whenever they 
want, and is utterly abandoning local communities. 
The Leader of the Opposition has taken us through the issue of housing and homelessness. The government’s response 
to that issue has been a massive disappointment. This government has still not replaced the 1 300 social houses that 
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it sold when it first came into office. I will be fascinated to hear whether any government members can confound 
me on that. There have been about 20 different announcements about the government’s Common Ground project, 
yet that project is no closer to completion today than it was six years ago. 
I now turn to the fascinating area of law and order. I want to cover this in a bit of detail. The Minister for Police 
comes into this chamber and says, “Everything’s fine. Everything’s great. I’m going to lots of police graduations.” 
I can tell members that he must be going to quite a few resignation parties as well. There has been a record number 
of resignations from the Western Australia Police Force under this minister and this government. Despite the 
record number of graduations, the number of police officers has started to go down. 
Several members interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: I am not seeking interjections from this crowd, thank you very much, Deputy Speaker. 
Mr M.J. Folkard interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much, Leader of the Liberal Party. Member for Burns Beach, thank you. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: That is what we are seeing under this police minister. I want to go through some facts. Members 
on that side do not like facts. 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M.J. Folkard interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Burns Beach, I call you for the first time. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: As I said, members opposite do not care about facts, but I will go through a few. 
The number of non-family-related assaults has gone up in some regional suburbs. I am sure that the excellent new 
member for North West Central will cover these issues in good detail when she has the chance to do so. In Carnarvon, 
the number of non-family-related assaults has gone up by 80 per cent in the last 12 months. Despite that, the Minister 
for Police has come into this place and told us that the crime rate is improving. In the overall midwest and Gascoyne 
region, the number of non-family-related assaults has gone up by 28 per cent in the last 12 months. The number of 
burglaries has also gone up by the same amount. The number of cars stolen has increased by over 50 per cent because 
of the horrendous TikTok craze of young people stealing cars and putting up the footage. A crime crisis is occurring 
in the majority of the regional centres located north of Geraldton. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Dr D.J. HONEY: It has been revealed by my colleague Hon Peter Collier, the shadow Minister for Police in the 
other place, that this year there have been more than 400 resignations from the police force. This was two months 
ago, so we will find out the real number soon. The attrition rate is almost double the rate in 2021 and almost treble 
the attrition rate in 2020. 
Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Deputy Speaker, there is a constant stream of interjections on the Leader of the Liberal Party. 
It is making it very difficult. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Roe. I shall not uphold that point of order, but, members, can 
you keep it down so that the member can be heard and Hansard can correctly record what is being said. 

Debate Resumed 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much, Deputy Speaker. 
As I have said, the resignation rate is almost treble the rate of previous years. The number of senior officers who 
are leaving is even more concerning. In 2019, only one officer who had served for less than a year resigned. In 2022, 
that number had increased to 29. In 2019, the number of officers with six to 10 years’ service who resigned was 24. 
In 2022, that number had increased to 103. In 2019, the number of officers with 10 years’ service or more who 
resigned was 37. This year, that number has increased to 111. That is the record of this government. The Minister 
for Police can talk about the number of graduations that he has gone to. I admire those young people who want to 
go into the police force, but it is clear from the number of resignations that there is a culture problem. Everyone would 
know that those young officers will struggle to have the impact that they could have when senior officers are leaving 
the force. As at 30 June this year, there were 7 007 sworn officers. That is up only 80 from the previous year. By 
20 September, that number had dropped by nearly 100 to 6 911. So much for the much vaunted increase in the number 
of police officers. The government is now repeating history by trying to get recruits from overseas. We have 
heard about how many people have applied. I will be fascinated to hear how many of those will get here, and how 
many of them will be able to find somewhere to live. At best, we will probably end up with a break-even situation. 
The challenge with the new protected entertainment precincts legislation that has gone through the other place 
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and will become law is that no police officers have been allocated to enforce that legislation. I hope the Minister 
for Police will spend his time wisely by working out how to deal with that issue, and also with the other criminal 
issues in this state. 
One of the things we know about this police minister is that he loves being in a photo with guns. I have discussed 
this with the Speaker already. Here is a pretty important press release with a photo of the minister showing the Premier 
what a gun looks like. Here is another photo of the police minister with a gun. Here is another photo of the police 
minister showing us how a gel blaster can look like a gun. If we reported the number of times the Minister for Police 
has said the words “guns” and “bikies” in this place, it would dominate a large percentage of the contributions that 
he has made in this place. Make no mistake: although law and order is important, and dealing with bikies and making 
sure that we do not have gun crime in this place is important, the reality is that in the great majority of this state we 
are not seeing the impact on law and order that we should be seeing. The incidence of violent crime—the most serious 
crime in this state—has gone up by around 20 per cent under this minister. That is the record of this government. 
Members opposite do not like numbers. They can have all the happy shots that they want with guns and all the 
salacious headlines that they want around bikies and the like, and that may be important, but that is not dealing with 
the crime issues that the state of Western Australia is facing. 
I turn now to state development. The Leader of the Opposition touched on this. The government is completely failing 
to grasp the new hydrogen economy that we should be well down the path of embarking upon. What has happened 
in this state? The single largest hydrogen investor in Australia, Fortescue Future Industries, has gone anywhere 
but Western Australia. That is because that company cannot get an adequate amount of industrial land from this 
government. I want to reinforce the point made by the Leader of the Opposition that the failure of this government 
to provide adequate industrial land is the single largest handbrake on the future development of those industries in 
this state. I drove past the Oakajee estate a few weeks ago. I think the driveway has been graded. Some pollies must 
have driven up there for another announcement and they could not get their four-wheel drives up the driveway. The 
grading of the driveway is all there is. I have heard a lot of announcements about the much vaunted hydrogen precinct. 
Recently, I was talking to a proponent from one of the companies that had put in an expression of interest, and 
when I asked him whether he was thinking of doing anything at Oakajee, he said not really, because there is nothing 
there. There is no infrastructure, no power connection into the south west interconnected system, no gas, no water 
and no communications, and the company cannot afford it. It wants to get its foot on the ground, but the reality is that 
until the government makes meaningful investment in that estate, nothing is going to happen there. The government 
is creeping towards it. It was so concerned about trying to score a point over our energy policy in the last election 
that it is desperate not to build the 330-kilovolt line that would connect Three Springs back into the south west 
interconnected system. In fact, that is one of the critical enablers that will have to go ahead before that estate will 
be developed. The member for Swan Hills can roll her head back all she likes, but that is the reality. Here we are, 
six years into the term of this government, and all the government has managed to do is a partial grading of the 
driveway. This government is failing on industrial development. 
The critical shortage of industrial land on the Kwinana–Rockingham industrial strip is another major handbrake. 
That is the area where most people want to build their facilities because the workforce and the infrastructure is there, 
yet the government has not freed up more land. There is an ideal opportunity to repurpose land in Latitude 32 for 
that purpose. Fortescue Future Industries and others cannot develop in this state. There are some developments 
planned. There is talk of a hydrogen hub and the like, but that is still some way off. We are missing the boat on the 
largescale development of hydrogen. We should be leading the world; instead, we are the laggard of Australia. That 
is the fault of this government. 
We have seen appalling decisions made by this government. It shut down the forestry industry—6 000 jobs in 
a critical area of the south west — 
Mr D.J. Kelly: Six thousand jobs! Where did you get that figure from? 
Dr D.J. HONEY: There were 6 000 jobs that were dependent on forestry. 
Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Once again, I cannot hear the Leader of the Liberal Party. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Roe. Members, please do not interject. 

Debate Resumed 
Dr D.J. HONEY: For purely ideological reasons, a ludicrous proposition was put forward in this chamber that 
this decision was somehow about dealing with climate change, when anyone who looks at the science knows that 
a well-managed forest industry is the best way to get active carbon sequestration through a forest. 
Ms C.M. Rowe: Oh, my God! Where are you getting this information? 
Dr D.J. HONEY: The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s fourth assessment report—go and read it! 
I have given the member the reference; she should go and read it and then we can talk about it. 
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The government has shut down the forest industry and attacked fishers in this state. Where has that bold initiative 
around managing the fisheries disappeared to? It disappeared in a puff of smoke once the fishers got active in that 
area. The government has followed through with a heap of other restrictions. 
The government has made questionable decisions that do not serve the public interest. We have seen a good range 
of those, none more so than the Midland Landgate sale, which I will be able to highlight only briefly. What an absolute 
disgrace that was! What an absolute embezzlement of public money in a completely incompetent sale. Let us hope 
the sale of that property was just incompetence. As each piece of information on that deal comes out, it looks worse 
for this government. The government should hang its head in shame about that. It is something that I will not forget. 
I will get every agency that I can to pursue that deal, because it was an utter waste of public money. It is unfortunate 
that I do not have time to go through all the detail of that. There was also the ridiculous decision to move the 
agriculture department out of its offices and to rent offices when it had a perfectly good building and perfectly good 
land. Goodness knows why that decision was made. 
We do not see transparency and accountability from this government. I will say again and again that the ultimate 
failure of this government will be that it has been the least transparent government in the history of Western Australia. 
My freedom of information requests typically come back almost as a black page. 
MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [5.13 pm]: I also look forward to contributing today on the motion from the Leader of 
the Opposition that condemns the McGowan Labor government for failing to address crises across multiple portfolios. 
That is what I would like to concentrate on today. The two portfolios that I will concentrate on are agriculture and 
education. I want to look at it in the context of the way in which this government operates. The cartoon in today’s 
The West Australian shows one minister saying — 

Moodys says… “The state recorded excellent revenue growth and improved revenue diversity through 
successful management of the pandemic, combined with sustained spending discipline … 

Then the other minister says, “What does that mean?” The Premier, who is leaning back in his chair, then says — 
It means … we dug up half of WA and nobody got a pay rise! 

That describes what is going on in this state. It describes the way that people are starting to feel about some of the 
measures this government is taking. The Leader of the Opposition summed it up very well. Of course, the Leader of 
the Liberal Party also covered some elements. 
I would like to focus on the agriculture portfolio, which is very close to my heart, as is education, for which I am 
the shadow minister. I am quite disturbed by some developments in the education portfolio. I go back to the first 
function that I went to when I was elected in 2017, which was held just north of Kojonup. To her credit, the Minister 
for Agriculture and Food; Regional Development acknowledged me as a new member. The meeting was about 
land conservation and it had got together quite a few of the people around Kojonup, but the minister proceeded to 
talk about the blue on green wars! I do not know whether that was to educate me about what goes on, but agriculture 
seemed to disappear off the map for quite a bit of her address and the focus was on the blue on green wars—Liberal 
versus Nationals. I think the people in the room were left scratching their heads. 
Dr D.J. Honey: Did she talk about cow horns and manure? 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: She did not, but we were there to talk about agriculture. That was my introduction — 
Mr D.J. Kelly: Was she explaining the budget cuts to the ag department by the previous government? 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: No, she did not focus on anything of that nature; it was the blue on green wars, minister. 
Many people in the agriculture industry rejoiced when it was announced in November that the Minister for 
Agriculture and Food was finally hanging up her boots. I will say that many people had a sense of optimism in 
2017, having looked at her past performance as Minister for Transport and her role in the Mandurah rail line. They 
were optimistic that she would show the same tenacity in the agriculture industry. After five years of failing to 
support one of the most valuable industries in WA, the minister has let down almost every branch of agriculture 
and failed to deliver key projects to build the industry and provide the direction it rightly deserves. The one comment 
I would make for the next minister, whomever that might be, is that they should focus on mainstream agriculture. 
It is an $11 billion industry. The new minister should focus on mainstream agriculture; that is the advice I would 
give any new minister coming in. We have over 20 million tonnes of grain coming in this harvest. We still have 
13 million sheep in Western Australia and we need to make sure that we focus on keeping the sheep flock numbers 
right up there. The minister has had 26 years of parliamentary service and 13 years in the ministries of three Labor 
governments, and is the longest serving female minister in WA’s history, so I want to congratulate her on a long 
and remarkable career. However, I think it is time for a change. 
I guess the worry for me is who will come next. Who will be the next agriculture minister, or will it be an agriculture 
and regional development minister? The Leader of the Opposition spoke about this. We have mega-departments 
that have evolved in this term of government and they are not working. I will talk about that a little bit more shortly. 
I want to focus on some of the failures we have seen in agriculture in this term of government and over the last 
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five years. In the Premier’s media release on 7 November, the minister was showered with praise and tributes. The 
rest of Western Australia has been wondering how a minister so disconnected from her portfolio was allowed to 
remain in it for so long. A statement in the media from the agriculture minister in July 2022 does not shy away 
from self-promotion. It reads — 

“I will be proud that we have rebuilt the R&D capability in the department, that we’ve invested in 
biosecurity, that we have put in place programs that support those farmers that really want to do progressive 
things around climate change, to really deal with these headwinds that agriculture will face into the future. 

We need not look far to see the commentary from the agricultural sector that highlights the many failures of the term. 
I want to give members a sense of what people in the ag industry feel like. Some of the quotes that have come 
through from Farm Weekly include — 

Unfortunately, the first three years of this effort have been blurred in bringing together three completely 
different departments under the one single agency. Not only did it lead to a very unhappy department 
according to an internal union poll, but farmers, fishers and country people had no idea what the new 
department was focused on, or what, if anything it was capable of focusing on. 

Further — 
The agricultural sector in particular has been confused and frustrated and questioned if agriculture exists 
in its own right any more within this mega department, or is it so irrelevant that it is just a bit player 
supporting new niche products like hemp and pseudo sciences like regen agriculture. 

Further — 
Farmers have questioned where the big wins for grains and livestock are. Notably the previous government 
invested over $300m into the Seizing the Opportunity programs. 
… But so far we have seen no evidence that the ALP is interested in supporting agriculture or regional 
development in any big way. 

Those three paragraphs give a sample of the way people in the ag industry are feeling. Then we had the minister’s 
efforts on biosecurity and the comments she reportedly made to a journalist around the impact of foot-and-mouth 
disease. She said it would be “costly and unfortunate” but would “not see all of the cattle industry decimated” and 
that she “would not say it would be catastrophic”. She reportedly said that if the disease landed in Western Australia, 
it might make domestic milk and meat cheaper. Of course, that led to our two peak farming bodies in 
Western Australia, the Pastoralists and Graziers Association and WAFarmers, calling for her resignation. In 
July 2022, Tony Seabrook was quoted as saying — 

“She hasn’t had the confidence of the sector for a long time, and this is largely due to the fact she’s brought 
all her own views and opinions to the job” … 
But he said there was no other MP in the McGowan government that he could see filling the agriculture 
portfolio. 

That is a concern for the agriculture industry in general. In November 2022, Trevor Whittington said — 
One hopes that the next Minister won’t set themselves up to fail like this one, by promising to fix the 
old Ag department’s budgetary problems, or career off on a solo mission to regenerate the state’s soils 
(while ignoring salt), or throwing money at farmers to convince them to sign up to carbon farming when 
it is uneconomic to do so. 

These are feelings out there in the ag sector. I want to quote Trevor Whittington further because he has done a lot 
of research into some of the claims by this government about increasing investment in the agricultural department 
and putting on more FTEs, saying “Look at all the good work we’ve done!” He has looked at some of the figures 
that paint the true picture. I quote — 

Post the 2017 election win, the first budget of the McGowan government was 2017–18 which had DPIRD 
allocated $186m for the Delivery of Services. 
If we look at the most recent budget which goes out to 2025–26, the last year of forward estimates, the 
Delivery of Services is set to grow by $3m to $189m which in real terms after 8 years of inflation adds 
up to a cut of around 20%. 
… departmental staff numbers have been cut … 
Total cost of services over the 8 years fell from the budgeted $528m … to $513m in 2021–22 and then 
falling off the cliff to just $396m in 2025–26 … 

That is an example of smoke and mirrors sometimes when it comes to this government about all the fantastic 
spending it is doing on FTEs and the agriculture department in general. The Leader of the Opposition spoke about 
royalties for regions, and I will go on to that in a second. 
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I found quite disturbing an article from John Hassell, president of WAFarmers, titled “Overdue Correspondence.” 
He said — 

MINISTER before you go any chance you could answer this letter from February, if nothing else it will 
help clarify questions around DPIRD’s funding … 

He goes on to talk about a variation of points, including how they are happy to correct anything that has been put 
in there, which the minister may disagree with or come up with better figures to dispute. He continues — 

In relation to the recent article “The Sinking Ship—HMAS DPIRD” I stand by the premise that since the 
Machinery of Government changes, the Department has suffered a loss of senior management who had 
both agricultural science qualifications and experience in broadacre agriculture. 
This, combined with the loss of all the Royalties for Regions funding that underwrote many research and 
development projects, plus budgetary cuts, has left the Department both demoralised and unable to deliver 
core services. See the Auditor General’s Report … 

That is what I am trying to get to because, basically $800 million a year of royalties for regions funding has been 
ripped out of the department, which included around $50 million a year in projects supporting agriculture research 
and another $50 million supporting things like mobile towers. The minister has overseen serious cuts. When we look 
at regional development, under the previous government, we had nine quality regional development commissions. 
The Leader of the Opposition is well and truly aware of this. As the Leader of the Opposition spoke about earlier, 
it was about local decision-making. Local boards of the development commissions made local decisions about 
their areas and they knew what was needed. We had $1 billion a year in royalties for regions, which put out quality 
projects and added to the amenity and liveability in the regions. I am looking at somewhere like Esperance: 
$22 million was allocated to the Esperance foreshore, $10 million to Esperance Primary School, $14 million for 
the residential college and $20 million for Esperance Hospital. All those amounts were quality spends from royalties 
for regions funding. Now what do we have? We have Water Corporation subsidies and the running of the orange 
school bus service. That is what this government has done to royalties for regions. 
I do not know whether we will have a combined agriculture and regional development minister or whether the 
member for Bunbury, with his history as a former CEO of the South West Development Commission, will be the 
new Minister for Regional Development. Maybe he will take on that portfolio and someone with a background 
and experience in the agriculture industry will be the new ag minister. I certainly look forward to seeing what the 
Premier comes up with in his reshuffle. 
I want to run through a few quick points about the education and training scenario. The most disturbing thing to me 
is the way that the minister has taken this command-and-control attitude. The minister has said that she will not run 
at the next election. The minister has readily admitted that she is in the departure lounge. We have unrest out there 
in the State School Teachers’ Union of WA about teacher shortages. Many teachers, principals and deputy principals 
are telling me that they are not being supported. As I said, the control-and-command attitude is quite upsetting to 
many in the world of education. The Premier’s cabinet reshuffle will be an ideal opportunity for him to have another 
look at this area. I hope the minister’s union affiliation will not keep her there as the minister for the next two years. 
We want someone who will regenerate the education system.  
I only have to go back to December 2017, when the minister announced $64 million in cuts to education funding 
and she threatened to axe the Schools of the Air, shut down school camps, close the residential colleges in Moora and 
Northam, remove funding from the Landsdale school, close Tuart College, double the VacSwim fees, cut funding 
for gifted and talented students, move Perth Modern School to a high-rise building and, to top it off, cut funding for 
the boarding away from home allowance, which was probably the biggest insult to the families and students out there. 
I know that the member for North West Central is very familiar with the Schools of the Air. I think that, in some 
ways, that was probably the finest hour of the previous member for North West Central, who led the campaign to 
ensure that the people of Western Australia understood how important the Schools of the Air were. To top it off, the 
government proposed to cut 170 jobs, including 70 teaching positions. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: How ironic is it that the government is now crying out for teachers and wondering how it 
can get a teacher in front of every class? The campaign by the former member for North West Central brought the 
Schools of the Air to light. All members of the National and Liberal Parties went out there and put their best foot 
forward, and we saw the backflip from the Premier and the minister. That is probably what set the minister off on 
the wrong pathway. 
There is a lack of support for our principals, deputy principals and staff. Twenty-five per cent of graduate teachers 
leave within five years. We are seeing climbing violence statistics. In 2021, 1 400 incidents against a school principal 
or deputy were reported and there were 1 060 incidents against staff involving a weapon or a physical object, which 
was up from 661 in 2017. Speaking of violence, last week I spoke about the threats of physical violence against 
our teachers in Fitzroy Crossing and Halls Creek in the north of the state. No wonder our teachers are leaving. 
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They are not being protected properly. I think the Leader of the Liberal Party spoke about the situation with police. 
They are trying; I will give them that, and we recognise that. But this government needs to look at housing, security 
and many other issues to retain our teachers. 
I want to quote a couple of paragraphs from a speech by Pat Byrne from the State School Teachers’ Union of WA. 
She said — 

What we do know is that politics will ensure that the minister will be able to truthfully say there is a teacher 
in front of every class in February next year—schools and colleges. We of course know that that will be 
achieved by some classes being cut; teachers teaching out of area; teachers losing internal relief; and 
a greater reliance on remote and online learning programs. 
… 
At this very moment we have a Western Australian Labor government with the largest majority in WA’s 
history … coupled with its strongest ever economic balance sheet actually shrinking the percentage of 
funding public schools get and leaving them short of the minimum school resource standard. 

That was the president of the State School Teachers’ Union, which is affiliated with the Labor government, coming 
out with the truth. That is what we are worried about. I think our education minister needs to take heed of that. The 
country teaching incentives program that was announced the other day is a start. I congratulate the minister for that. 
We are getting feedback about the people who will get the incentive for going out to the regions and remote areas, 
but there is no clarity about the teachers, principals and deputies who are there at the moment. We need some answers 
about that point. It is just about impossible to find anything on the Department of Education website. 
Finally, I want to back up the comments of the Leader of the Opposition about the arrogance of the Premier. What 
we have seen develop over the last few days with Professor Fiona Stanley has been quite upsetting to many people 
in Western Australia. We saw the article in yesterday’s newspaper and we read about the disappointment she felt 
after meeting with the Premier. We have seen the Premier’s arrogance come through in his attitude in question 
time over the last couple of days. He needs to go home over Christmas and reflect on changing his arrogant attitude 
and have a bit of a think about humility. He needs to think about the definition of humility. He needs to think about 
coming back into Parliament in the new year with some humility, because the people of Western Australia are 
starting to wake up. The people of Western Australia certainly understand that he has no humility whatsoever. 
I look forward to the reshuffle. I look forward to a new ag minister and a new regional development minister. 
I certainly look forward to someone like the member for Swan Hills, who understands the energy portfolio, coming 
in as the new Minister for Energy and making some real change for the better. I look forward to a good reshuffle 
and a good refreshment, with some quality ministers coming in. 
MS M. BEARD (North West Central) [5.38 pm]: I rise to support the motion. I clearly will be speaking from 
a regional perspective. I have been in this house for only a short time, but I have lived in the regions for a very 
long time, so I have lived experience of some of the challenges and issues that we are facing and I have a lot of 
understanding of the frustrations coming out of the regions. Some of the things that are very important to the people 
who live north of Perth are not being actioned. 
Regional development surely relies on the retention of regional populations, and many deficits and shortfalls are 
putting roadblocks and barriers in place. A lot of these towns are emptying out. Why would people live there? The 
costs are going up and people cannot get a house. In many towns, crime is driving people out. People cannot see 
a pathway forward. The regions have a lot to offer. I think we all know that the regions provide a large amount of 
economic support for the rest of the state, through mining, tourism and agriculture. Those industries and businesses 
are enormously important to our state, and the people who live in these regions need support and for those places 
to be vibrant and liveable. 
As I have said before in my very few addresses, people in the regions do not expect underground railways or massive 
stadiums like Optus Stadium or anything like that, but they do expect basic services and facilities so they have 
a reason to stay there. Perth is a long way from anywhere in the north. I understand the difficulty of people getting 
their head around what it is like to live in a small town, compared with a suburb of Perth. Five thousand people is 
a big town; that is not even as big as a suburb. It is hard to get that across. Some of the frustration in the north is most 
definitely about appearing to not be heard. That is coming through loud and strong for me. 
Without the ongoing development of key infrastructure and services in the regions—as I say, it is not just about 
having an Optus Stadium—there will be a decline across the regions, and these towns are needed to support the things 
that are coming. The tourism that is being promoted is probably not being supported right now with the infrastructure 
that is needed.  
An example is the hospitals. Meekatharra Hospital and Tom Price Hospital are still in the pipeline. They support 
really rich regions, with a lot of people travelling through those towns. I was at Paraburdoo Hospital the other 
day, and there was scaffolding in the hallway. That hospital is a conduit; anyone who needs to fly out with the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service has to go through that hospital. 
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Keeping the infrastructure alive and as it should be is really important to those areas, as are the maternity services. 
They are critical for retaining families and people in these towns. I was pleased today when the minister responded 
to my question by saying that all people who travel to have a baby will have their costs covered. A girl told me 
recently that five weeks away cost her $9 000 in accommodation, at $250 a night. That is a lot of money, and not 
many people can afford that kind of cost. That was a pleasing thing to hear from the minister today, as was the fact 
that people will be able to access Perth or Geraldton. Some people have family in Perth or they can compromise and 
stay with someone. If they are not remunerated in any way through the patient assisted travel scheme, it becomes 
extremely difficult, and people make life-changing decisions, such as leaving town, for these kinds of reasons. 
On the patient assisted travel scheme, I have heard people in this place saying, “You didn’t do this”, and, “We did 
that.” Whatever that might look like, the reality now is that where we are today is a lot different from where we were 
two, four or five years ago. I pay $2.85 a litre for fuel in Tom Price. The Country Age Pension Fuel Card is not 
keeping up with the cost. Seniors are having to cancel medical trips to Perth because they cannot afford them. They 
are putting off surgery and whatever else they can. It is the same with the $100 a night accommodation allowance. 
I have been travelling down here, and it is pretty hard to find somewhere to stay for $100 a night. On a pension, it is 
extremely difficult. People are telling me that it is an exceptionally tough ask for them to travel under their own steam. 
This touches on the topic of women in the regions, which is no different from women anywhere, but that is my 
shadow portfolio. Access to breast screening is crucially important. It crops up all the time. Yalgoo, for example, 
has been told that it is too small to receive the breast-screening bus. A lot of people and places out there, including 
a lot of Indigenous communities, really need it. Unless there is a bus, people will not go, and that is concerning. 
I hope that when the breast-screening agreement comes up next time, the smaller towns that have been missing 
out will also be included. 
Stopping domestic violence is at the top of my agenda. In a lot of towns, women’s refuges are full. Transitional 
housing is needed to transition women out of refuges, where they can stay for a maximum of three months. That 
was the case for the one I last spoke to. After that, there is nowhere for them to go; there is no other housing. Some 
form of transitional housing is needed to get them out of the women’s refuge and to give them the confidence to 
go back into the community. 
Coupled with that are mental health concerns. Poor mental health is becoming a massive issue. We are seeing it 
increasingly throughout towns, especially with the crime in the north west. Victims of crime really need mental health 
care. I had a flood of text messages last week from a person I was extremely worried about. In the middle of the 
night, he sent me a text message saying, “Please! This can’t go on. I can’t deal with this anymore. I have just had 
my front window smashed again.” He is old and lives on his own. That just does not happen in the suburbs. It does 
happen down here, but not on the scale that it is happening in the north. That is a real concern for victims of crime 
and needs addressing. 
Another issue that crops up regularly throughout the regions is specialist services. Perth is 1 000 kilometres from 
Carnarvon, 1 500 kilometres from Exmouth and so on further north. The lack of regular specialist services has been 
a bugbear for a lot of people. The need for renal dialysis is increasing, and the number of people waiting for it is 
high. Many people are living in Perth, away from their families, waiting for a chair. A person said to me last week, 
“I’ve got to wait for someone to die before I can have a chair in my own town.” That is causing a lot of angst within 
the regions, and I understand it is the same across Western Australia. 
Another problem is general staff shortages across the regions. Obviously, that is the same across the state; it is across 
the world at the moment, I guess. Really remote places rely on limited staffing. The member for Roe raised the 
incentives for teachers to travel. I spoke with someone from Cue. Members of the Cue community are concerned 
about their teachers not getting the same incentives as the surrounding towns. There is nowhere nearby they can 
source teachers from. If the priority is to go to neighbouring towns, Cue will end up with no teachers. These are 
some of the things that are causing issues for people in the smaller and really isolated towns. 
A lot of the issues the regions face are interrelated. The need for robust health services flows on throughout the 
regions. It needs to stay at the forefront. Cyclone Seroja highlighted the need for these services. It could have been 
disastrous in terms of people losing their lives. Nearly two years on, Kalbarri is still suffering a large amount of 
destruction. The infrastructure deficits are huge. It is going to take a long time to rebuild; we all know that. The 
assistance took a very long time to arrive, and, as I understand, only a small amount of money has been acquitted 
so far, which is disappointing. 
I will come back to infrastructure. The solar eclipse is looming, and I know a lot of people in the north are nervous. 
The focus has very much been on Exmouth, but a lot of the surrounding towns are fully booked. People are really 
concerned about how the towns are going to hold up. They are more than happy to welcome everyone into the town, 
but a lot of the infrastructure really struggled during the Wander out Yonder campaign, and there are definitely 
areas that need to be fixed. I urge the government to consider taking this opportunity to help, through small business 
grants, those not-for-profit organisations and clubs. A lot of clubs could do with a barbecue or an upgrade to their 
ablution block. The bowling club, or whatever it might be, could see potentially thousands of people descend on it 
and rely on it for food and events in the area. It will leave a legacy for those towns, which is something they rely on. 
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The limited workers’ accommodation, which has been an ongoing saga and has not moved quickly, is another issue 
that towns are struggling with. I am sure that those in Exmouth will not mind me saying that when I went through 
there, every second or third house in one street had one or two caravans. A tent was pitched in a lady’s undercroft 
and she said, “Don’t mind that; that’s my son’s bedroom.” He had a brand new tent and a brand new mattress. He 
is a fly-in fly-out worker and he had lost his rental to Airbnb or to someone who had taken it back. She said that 
was the issue people face when they try to staff their businesses. The lack of accommodation will be enormously 
exacerbated with the solar eclipse in 2023. A lot of people throughout the region will reap big rewards for their homes 
during that time, which is great on one hand, but it will create a lot of issues on the other. That highlights the need to 
keep up and keep the infrastructure improvements happening continually because without them, once the foot goes 
on the hose, it is very difficult to build back up. Royalties for regions, which the Leader of the Opposition touched 
on, made a significant difference to our lives in the north, but that was just the start. There is a long way to go. 
I turn now to my biggest bugbear, crime, which I have left until last. At the outset I would like to say that I would 
like people to acknowledge that crime now is not like it has ever been. I returned to the north west 20 years ago 
after having been born there and I have never, ever seen it this bad. I have never seen it like this. It is absolutely 
terrible. It is upsetting to come in here and feel as though I am being batted away and to be told, “No, it’s okay. 
You’re bagging out the police.” I am not bagging out the police. I speak to the police every day. There are very 
competent and great serving police. They are struggling. They are frustrated as well. From where I stand, in no 
way will this ever be anything against the police; they are amazing. What they are struggling with is the gravity of 
this. A lot of the towns, including Meekatharra, are in the same situation. Someone told me that during the election 
they were stuck in the Mt Magnet hall because kids were smashing rocks through the back window and they could 
not get out. This is not normal; it should not happen. The same thing is happening in the schools. Local kids are going 
to school and they are going into lockdown. They are not kids who come from dysfunctional homes. It is not helping 
to retain people in our regions and it is getting to crisis point. We had a 12-year-old write to the Premier in desperation 
a year ago. She told her mother, “He won’t write back to me”, and she told her to give it a go. She received a vanilla 
message back from someone else. I hope that highlights to members that this is the level we have got to. 
This week alone a teacher in my region had his car stolen and trashed. He is an amazing teacher. He is involved in 
the community and he plays football there, but he will be leaving. The kids that he has looked after took his car. 
The supermarkets have been going crazy. A security guard is in hospital because a 12-year-old child assaulted him. 
Someone had a spear go through their front door just after they had been standing there. It is believed it was projected 
by a spear gun. It was a security door, mind you. Thankfully he moved. This week another person was taken to 
hospital because he was assaulted by an intruder. He was very, very lucky. 
I put on the record, yet again, that there will be a tragedy and we need to do something. My point here is that I fully 
understand the situation at Banksia Hill Detention Centre, but I would like people to understand that it is not mutually 
exclusive, because at the back end of that is what is happening on our streets up north. That is actually what is happening. 
I will bore members with another story. I crossed the road the other day and I heard a noise that sounded like 
a gunshot. I went out the front of our pub and walked across the road to find 10 to 13 kids running away. They had 
punched a massive hole in the window. The alarm went off and I rang the lady who owns the store. She was beside 
herself because it is the third or fourth store it has happened to. The kid was about 10 years old. He was surrounded 
by a group of about 12. None of those kids are the ones who were seen. The Minister for Police said that I needed 
to report it as an incident. I mentioned that to the police and their comment was, “No, Mem, we’re not going to 
take that because we will take an incident report only if it is a crime.” I do not believe the statistics of what is really 
happening on the ground are coming through. There is no-one out and about. This was one o’clock in the morning 
and I spent two hours consoling people in the main street. A confrontation could have happened because there 
were cars of people and yelling—all sorts of things happening. Fortunately, it was fine, but my point is that we need 
someone to understand this. 
I have raised safeSPACE previously. It was mentioned yesterday that money was put into the police and community 
youth centre. My understanding from people ringing me is that it is closed and no programs are happening at the 
moment through the PCYC. We have a massive problem on the streets and it seems that the facility is not being 
fully utilised for whatever reason; I am not sure what that is. The police officers who come at 2.00 am and 3.00 am—
whenever we call them in the morning—say that they need somewhere to take those kids. Those 13 kids who were 
running around cannot be taken home. The police have taken them home. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms M. BEARD: This is why I stand up and say that we need safeSPACE. Geraldton is very lucky. As the minister 
explained to me, it has safeSPACE there. It is 500 kilometres away. That is of no help to us. I urge the government 
to please take heed of this. The Premier referred to the chat fest and the conversations. I do not see it as a chat fest; 
I see it as an essential. I would love to be in that conversation because I believe there are people on the ground who 
can bring a lot to what is happening. People do not call a hotline; and, if they do, it is not being utilised. I followed 
up on that when the minister said to let him know if it was not being used. The feedback I have had is that the hotline 
is not being used. They get no response from it—nothing actually happens. 
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I emphasise that the crime needs urgent attention. The fear for those who live in Carnarvon is that Banksia Hill often 
releases a lot of those children back out around Christmas time. It happens every year. Incidents occur over Christmas 
because more kids are around and they come back for the holidays. It gets out of control. There is a group on the 
street right now. If the numbers drop in Banksia Hill, that is fantastic. We do not want the numbers to go back up 
again because these kids-in-waiting who are swirling around will be the next generation who go through the doors 
of Banksia Hill. We need to find a way for that not to happen. It must be a collaborative effort. I know there are 
police and there are communities, but in this instance I do not think they are mutually exclusive. I think they need 
each other. It has got to desperation point and my biggest fear is that there will be a tragedy. We had two near 
tragedies this week. If it is going to happen, it will be when there are more people in town at Christmas time, when 
all sorts of things are going on. I do not know how many more times I can say this. It is paramount. Leaders in the 
community are frustrated. They need help. They are asking for help. It seems from where they are sitting that their 
calls for help are being ignored. There is a disconnect between the reality of what should be happening and what 
is happening. People on the ground say that the 24/7 hotline is not happening.  

There needs to be a conversation. If that is not going to happen, I hope that we are here after Christmas without 
a tragedy having occurred. It is getting very close and I think we need to find a way forward. One of my criticisms 
is that for the past two years our community has been feeding through information that has been brought to the 
house and we have not seen any change. There has been no change at all. I understand that programs are in place, 
such as Target 120. They are not making a difference. My main criticism is that we need something to happen and 
we need it to happen quickly, whatever that might be. That has not occurred and people feel as though they have 
been ignored for a very long time. 

MR D.J. KELLY (Bassendean — Minister for Water) [5.59 pm]: I rise to respond to the motion. The Leader of 
the Opposition couched this debate as an opportunity to reflect on 2022. She went on to raise a number of issues. 
I want to remind the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the Liberal Party of a few things. When I think 
about 2022, I remember the continual hysteria from the Nationals WA and the Liberal Party about the government’s 
management of the pandemic. We had all that stuff with Clive Palmer. The opposition supported him rather than 
the government through the years of the pandemic. We made a decision to open the border, but because Omicron 
was going crazy on the east coast, we deferred the opening until March 2022.  

The opposition had not learnt its lesson. Rather than listening to the science and responding in a respectful way, 
it went absolutely crazy and accused the government and the Premier of breaking a promise because we said 
we were going to open the border but we did not. Again, members opposite said we had broken the trust and spirit 
of Western Australians. Ultimately, in February the decision was made to open the border when our vaccination 
rates were higher. Look at the performance of the state since then. We have done so much better throughout 2022, 
both economically and socially, and our hospital system has responded because of decisions we made around the 
pandemic. In my view, that was the defining moment of 2022. 

The opposition was absolutely slaughtered in the 2021 election because of its mismanagement of COVID and its 
support for Clive Palmer. Then 2022 came around, and despite being reduced to a rump, when the crunch time came 
to make important decisions in the best interests of the state, the opposition was back to being critical of whatever 
the government was doing around the pandemic. Instead of coming on board and making decisions in the best interests 
of the state, again, the opposition was critical. Opposition members really have not learnt a thing. 

The opposition raised some issues today. The trouble with opposition members, whether they are from the 
National Party or the Liberal Party, is that we really cannot rely on anything that they say in here. We cannot 
take anything on face value. That is because they do not do the work or get their facts right and they make things 
up as they go. I am glad the Leader of the Liberal Party is back in the chamber. He said in his contribution that the 
government has stopped the logging industry and lost 6 000 jobs in the south west. He said it was a terrible decision. 
It is nothing like 6 000 jobs affected, member. That figure of 6 000 jobs comes from a report by the Forest Industries 
Federation (WA) Inc, the employer association, when it assessed jobs in the whole forestry industry—that is, 
native forestry, plantations and sandalwood. The same report identifies that native forestry is less than 10 per cent 
of the industry. We estimate the number of jobs directly impacted by the decision to end native logging is about 
500 or 600. FIFWA’s own report identifies the number of jobs in native forestry. 

The Leader of the Liberal Party came in here all excited and said, “What a terrible decision—6 000 jobs!” He is either 
deliberately misleading the house and the public because he has read and understood the report or he just does not 
understand it. That is completely incompetent. Whatever the answer, the member for Cottesloe should apologise to 
the house for making such a ridiculous assertion today. It is why he probably will not be Leader of the Liberal Party 
for much longer. It all depends on when the member for Vasse gets the ticker to take over. She does not want to 
do it now because it is a long time until the election and she will have to do some work. Ideally, she would like to 
somehow fall into it a bit closer to the election when things get better. What the Leader of the Liberal Party said 
about native forestry typifies that he just does not do the work. I asked the Leader of the Opposition whether she 
would reverse the decision at the next election. She said that she would make the opposition’s position clear before 
the election. Members opposite have had a long time to think; they have been out dog whistling on this issue. I think 



 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 30 November 2022] 6203 

 

it is time that the opposition—the National and Liberal Parties—made a clear statement. Is the opposition going 
to reverse the decision and restart native logging if it wins at the next election? If the opposition is not prepared to 
make that decision, it is trying to cause mayhem rather than doing anything serious for those industries. 
The Leader of the Opposition raised a couple of other issues. With the member for Cottesloe nodding, she talked 
about the amount of money that is hidden away in special purpose accounts in the budget and how they are somehow 
a secret and hard to understand. I will give two examples. There is a special purpose account for the next desalination 
plant that we said we will build at Alkimos. There is $1.4 billion in a special purpose account for the third desal 
plant. It is in the budget. We said that we will build it. It is not hard to read the budget. That is one special purpose 
account. It is not hard to find and nothing has been hidden. 
The member for Cottesloe is very interested in forestry. There is $350 million to expand the softwood plantation 
estate. We are doing that because the previous government never did. Under the previous government, there were 
years when no pines were planted—none whatsoever. The only explanation for that I have heard in this house was 
from the former member for North West Central. He said, “We were hoping to get some pines from New South 
Wales.” Talk about outsourcing forestry jobs to New South Wales! It was ridiculous. We have a special purpose 
account of $350 million in the budget to expand the softwood estate. It is in the budget. It is good policy. It is 
not difficult. 
The member for Roe had a good old go at the Minister for Agriculture and Food. It was a bit of a general slap around 
because she does not do what he wants her to do. The member for Roe referred to the blue–green wars. When we 
came into government, the Department of Agriculture and Food was a shambles. The previous government had 
taken an enormous amount of money from the department. There was a Liberal Minister for Agriculture and Food. 
The coalition would not give the ag portfolio to the Nationals because not even the Libs trusted the Nationals with 
agriculture. Instead, there was a National Party member as Minister for Regional Development. The Nationals had 
the royalties for regions money. The two ministers never talked to each other and there was a parallel budget process. 
That is what the blue–green wars were about. Agriculture was the worst because the previous government took 
money out of the ag department. Brendon Grylls had a slush fund to use for royalties for regions. The ministers never 
talked to or trusted each other, and the outcomes for regional WA were appalling. People used to talk about the 
department of agriculture facing a fiscal cliff because of what the former government had done to it. The current 
minister fought hard to get that money back into the agriculture department. The opposition gives her no credit for 
that and does not recognise the shambles the portfolio was in when we came to government. Just remember that! 
The member for Cottesloe said we spent too much money on infrastructure. On the one hand, we are not building 
enough social housing—sorry, you do not want it in your electorate. I understand that. But we should be spending 
more money on social housing and we should be spending more money on infrastructure. 
Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms R.S. Stephens): Member for Cottesloe! 
Mr D.J. KELLY: The member for Cottesloe listed a number of regional hospitals that we should be spending 
money on and all these other things that we should be spending money on, but then he said we were spending too 
much money on infrastructure and competing with the private sector. At least in the one speech get your lines 
consistent! If you are going to argue one thing in one speech and then a week later argue something else in another 
speech, you might get away with it, but when you argue two diametrically opposed points in the same speech, it is 
blatantly obvious. 
Ms J.J. Shaw: Donald Trump does that! 
Mr D.J. KELLY: Yes, there is a lot of Trumpians on the other side. 
Members opposite raised a lot of rambling issues. The Leader of the Opposition, in a rather fleeting way, complained 
about our refusal to deal with cost-of-living issues in a number of portfolios. I just want to remind the Leader of 
the Opposition how the former Liberal–National government dealt with household pressures when she was in 
government. In the water portfolio, which she should be well aware of because she was the minister for a considerable 
period, the Liberal–National government was cutting off the water of 2 500 families—each year—that were 
struggling to pay their water bills. That was 2 500 households in the last full year of the Barnett government, which 
was about 50 a week. Every working day, Monday to Friday, the Leader of the Opposition would get up in the 
morning as Minister for Water and by the time she went to bed another 10 families had had their water reduced to 
a trickle because they could not pay their bills. As Minister for Water, the current Leader of the Opposition put up 
water bills every year the Liberal–National government was in government by greater than the rate of inflation. It 
was not that she did not understand what that was doing to households because I used to raise it in the house. I used 
to sit on that side and every day I would raise it when she was sitting over here. Every day, she would get up in the 
morning and by the time she went to bed as Minister for Water another 10 households had had their water reduced 
to a trickle because they could not pay their bills. 
When I became minister, one of the first things I said to the Water Corporation was that it had to deal with this 
issue in a different way. I told people at the Water Corporation to go out, be proactive, talk to those families who 
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are struggling and find out what they could do. That is what they did. They interviewed people who were struggling 
with their bills and they found out what their issues were. They found out that people often got an unexpectedly 
large bill that would throw them behind and they never caught up. 
The Water Corporation put in place a number of programs. One of them is Medical Assist, which I think is just 
brilliant. They found that people doing home dialysis, who were saving the taxpayer money because they were not 
doing dialysis in a hospital but were doing it at home, were getting a massive water bill. We introduced a program 
so that people doing home dialysis get 180 000 litres of free water. They can do their dialysis at home and save 
taxpayers’ money by not taking up a spot in hospital, but they do not have to worry about their water bill. There 
are over 100 patients now doing that. We have now extended that to families who have someone in the household 
who is incontinent. If a family has a kid with some sort of medical issue or intellectual disability that makes them 
incontinent, families end up using their washing machine all day. Now, they can also qualify for Medical Assist. 
We have Start Over. If someone has one unusually high bill and they have gone back to paying their regular bills 
but they cannot get over that one large bill, we have a scheme whereby if they pay their bills for the next two years, 
we will write off that debt. In the last year before COVID hit, the number of people who had their water reduced to 
a trickle because they could not pay their bills was fewer than 800. There were 2 500 under the former government’s 
watch; on ours it was fewer than 800. During the COVID pandemic, we stopped all that enforcement-type behaviour, 
but now that COVID has passed and we have gone back to dealing with those people who have fallen behind, we 
have not gone back to the way it was done under the previous government’s watch. In fact, we are well under those 
numbers, with 500 in the last full year. That is just one example. On this side, we reduced the number of people in 
hardship by taking a compassionate approach to people who are struggling to pay their water bills; on the other 
side, members opposite were harsh and punitive. No matter how many times I raised it, the then minister, the 
current Leader of the Opposition, did nothing about it. All it took when we came to government was to say to the 
Water Corporation that this is a problem and unacceptable; come up with a way to deal with it. I did not tell people 
at the Water Corporation how to fix it, but by talking to the customers who were in hardship, they were able to 
come up with some solutions. 
I will just raise one more issue because some of my other colleagues want to contribute. I think the member for 
Swan Hills may be interested in talking to the member for Cottesloe about the energy portfolio. One of the other 
things that we have done is put out the message about being waterwise at home—save water, save money on your 
water bill. That was started by a Labor government and has gone on now for almost 20 years. One of the problems 
is that the government’s own housing is not waterwise. New government housing gets you beaut waterwise fixtures, 
but there is a whole legacy of government housing that is not waterwise, so those people living in them have high 
bills because of high water use. I talked to the Minister for Housing and we have worked out a program whereby 
the Water Corporation and the Department of Communities is in the process over the next five years of retrofitting 
10 000 legacy government housing units—the ones that have the oldest fixtures and tenants that have the highest 
bills. When the Leader of the Opposition and the Liberal Party were in government, they did nothing about that. 
They left the tenants in social housing, the people who are most disadvantaged and on the lowest incomes, with 
the highest water bills and the worst fixtures because they were not prepared to spend the money. I think they 
probably knew about the problems. The fact is that as a government, we have worked on that and the Minister for 
Housing and the Minister for Water got together and we now have a program over the next five years to deal with 
this issue. 
I cannot resist raising one more issue. Members opposite talked a bit about the regions. I have not heard anyone in 
the last two hours talk about remote Aboriginal communities. Some of the most disadvantaged Western Australians 
are certainly in the regions across Western Australia. It is an inequity that in the water space, non-Aboriginal 
communities in regional WA almost exclusively have their water provided by the Water Corporation, so they 
get the same quality of water as people in metropolitan WA. People who are in a remote Aboriginal community 
have their water provided through the Department of Communities. I am not criticising that department’s efforts, 
but it is not its main game. This government has made a decision that it is going to change that. In the last budget, 
the government committed $350 million to regularise the supply of water and, incidentally, power and improve 
housing for Aboriginal Western Australians who live in those remote communities. I am really proud that we have 
taken that decision. I know that the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the Liberal Party, despite all that 
interest they showed in disadvantaged Western Australians in their speeches, are now too self-absorbed to listen 
to the response. 
As I said, I am really proud that this government is taking on that difficult issue. It is complicated. There has to be 
a lot of consultation. COVID has made that consultation difficult. That issue has also been made difficult because 
the federal Liberal–National government pulled out all its funding to remote Aboriginal communities and said, 
“We’re out of here. We’re leaving it to the states.” After eight years of the former coalition government ignoring 
this issue, the federal Liberal–National government pulled out the funding. Therefore, not only did we have to make 
up that funding, we had to make the decision to regularise the delivery of water in those remote communities. Despite 
all those difficulties, we are going to do it, and I am immensely proud of that. I will leave it to my colleagues to 
raise some other issues. 
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MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [6.20 pm]: I want to make a contribution to 
this—I was going to say debate, but the topics that have been covered by the opposition have ranged far and wide. 
I will go back to the motion before the house — 

That this house condemns the McGowan Labor government’s failure to address the rising crises across 
multiple portfolios, including the failure to respond to the pressures impacting Western Australian 
households, despite sitting on a massive $6 billion surplus. 

The motion is about stress on community organisations and Western Australian families, and the cost of living. 
We heard input on some of those issues, but we also heard about industrial land supply, gas supplies — 
Mr D.J. Kelly: Limestone blocks. 
Ms S.F. McGURK: Yes, we also heard about that. 
We also heard at length about agriculture from the member for Roe, about the Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development, and, finally, about the solar eclipse. That debate ranged far and wide. I can only imagine 
that is because the opposition ran out of things to say. Its criticism of this government on this issue did not have 
a lot of substance. 
One of the reasons that members of the opposition struggle on this point is that this government’s strength is 
underpinned by its economic performance. I am very proud of the social policies and initiatives that we have put 
in place since we have come to government. We have tackled some very entrenched and what have been described 
by others as “wicked’ social problems, particularly in reforming some of the difficult social policy areas that 
confront vulnerable communities in not just Western Australia but also the rest of the country. We are tackling 
those issues, and I will speak to those in particular. We are also making sure that the economy is healthy and that 
people can find jobs so that we are able to provide government funding for those reforms. Underpinning that is 
a healthy economy. In fact, some would say that our economy is in rude health. We understand that there is another 
side to that coin—that at times a healthy labour market will create skill shortages, and that is causing pressure 
across the continuum. We are working hard to address that. Not only is this government characterised by economic 
management, and the results speak for themselves, but also that has given us the capacity to deal with some difficult 
social issues. I believe that the community sector in particular recognises that we are a competent government, and 
a government with heart and a commitment, and that we are providing not just a sugar hit or quick fix to complex 
issues but are challenging all of us—government services, the community sector and the community itself—to 
step up on some of these difficult social issues that confront any modern democratic system around not only 
Australia but the world. 
There are many indicators of this government’s economic performance. This state has had the strongest recovery 
in jobs of all the states, 10.5 per cent higher than pre-COVID levels. The figures from the ratings agencies speak 
for themselves about this government’s amazing economic performance. Deloitte Access Economics said in the 
executive summary of its July 2022 Comparative analysis of cost of living report — 

As a share of median income, mortgage repayments on the median house in Perth … and median 
unit … were lower than all other capitals. 

It said also — 
While Perth’s cost of living is considerably lower on average, its median household weekly income … 
was second only to Sydney … but higher than Melbourne … and Brisbane … 

It said also — 
Analysis of housing costs for the four regional cities found that Bunbury was the most affordable in 
terms of median prices and median rents for both houses and units. 

I could refer also to a 5 September report from Moody’s Investors Service. The Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
of Western Australia, which is not always keen to give bouquets to a Labor government, said in its biannual report 
on the Western Australian economy in September that the Western Australian economy has emerged from 
COVID-19 the envy of the world. 
The ANZ Stateometer quarterly report of August 2022 states — 

WA’s economic performance accelerated in Q2, driven mostly by the trade component. 
The S&P Global WA credit rating report in June also acknowledged the economic performance of the 
Western Australian Labor government. That is significant. It is also in sharp contrast with the economic performance 
of the former Liberal–National government. Despite a boom and significant investment, particularly in the oil and 
gas sector, it managed to not only blow those opportunities but also take the government, which at that stage had 
a budget surplus, into deficit, something the then Premier said he would never do, but of course he did, and racked 
up tens of millions of dollars of debt. The record of the former government’s woeful economic management speaks 
for itself. 
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Underpinning our work has been our good economic management. That has meant that we have been able to deliver 
important inputs to the community sector. A good example is how we have been nimble in adjusting our indexation 
to the non-government community services sector. That can be contrasted with the Barnett government’s cost-saving 
decision to change the indexation methodology for that sector. That decision went only one way—namely away 
from the community sector. In contrast, in 2019 when we were in government, we changed the indexation calculation 
and were able to provide an additional $30 million for that sector. This year, the sector asked us to change the formula 
again, and the Treasurer agreed to an uplift in the indexation from 2.55 per cent to 3.53 per cent. That will deliver 
an increase of $41.8 million over the next four years. I note that according to the Western Australia Council of Social 
Service, that is the impact of a lack of indexation on contracts dating back to 2014–15. Although that particular 
increase that I referred to is for only one year, it will stay in contracts going forward. 
We have also made increases to accommodate the 2012 equal remuneration order. Those uplifts have been in the 
order of $82 million over five years. That is a significant investment that we have made to the community services 
sector. In 2021–22, we gave an additional boost of $14.5 million to a slice of those community organisations that 
were not eligible for previous uplifts under that order. We are listening to the calls for adjustments to the indexation 
calculation. We are delivering more money and, as I said before, we are adjusting the weighting of that indexation. 
The Minister for Water, who spoke prior to me, spoke very convincingly on the attention to detail he has provided 
in his portfolio and the sort of work that can be done in the area of water supply. Of course, every household relies 
on water supply and people are conscious of the cost of water when they need to pay their bill. We are not only 
providing some relief in the hardship utility grant scheme by making sure it has been reinstated, which we have 
done as a government, but also properly understanding where hardship comes from and adjusting and tweaking 
the policy responses as a result. We heard some very good examples of that from the Minister for Water. In 2020, 
one of the things we did as a government was to give a $600 cost-of-living rebate to all households as an electricity 
credit. The Leader of the Opposition called that a pre-election bribe. That is just one example of opposition 
members not being able to help themselves. They cannot bring themselves to say, “Yes, that is a good initiative. We 
understand that the budget is in good health and we will acknowledge that to households.” When we do it, it is called 
a pre-election bribe. We spent $1.9 billion over the previous three years to keep household fees and charges low 
and provide relief through the pandemic. There are lots of examples of when we have done that. I talked about the 
HUGS payments but there are also the guidelines so that we can adjust the payments and make sure we are providing 
relief to those people who really need it. 
The most telling example, which both sides of politics are aware of, was the opposition—then the Liberal–National 
government—cutting financial counselling. That spoke volumes to the WA community, particularly those doing 
it tough, on what your side thinks about making sure assistance is provided not only when people need it, but also 
to build their capacity to deal with hardship when it comes up again in the future. In cutting financial counselling, 
I remember at the time the then minister’s understanding of the work done by financial counsellors was so 
rudimentary as to be almost non-existent. There were howls of disbelief not only from the community sector but also 
the WA community. That was backtracked a little but, as a government, we were able to reinstate and now extend 
financial counselling services in Western Australia, so much so that I believe I have made lifelong friends in that 
sector! I was not able to go to their awards this year because I was down with COVID, but I know they do fantastic 
work and all credit to them, and strength to their arm. 
We have done things like listen to people in the sector when they said they wanted longer contracts so they could 
provide security of employment for people working in the sector. Often people are not working in that sector 
because of the wages, although, of course, we do try to give them fair wages. It is a value proposition. They are 
committed to the work but they need security of funding and security of employment for people working in that 
sector. Before the 2017 election, I held round tables with the sector and asked them what they wanted. It was chief 
amongst what they asked for and we have now been able to deliver it. New contracts have been delivered and, 
where we can roll over to five-year contracts, we are doing that throughout the whole of the public sector in relation 
to community services. We now have a whole of public sector commissioning strategy for the community services 
sector. That has been really welcomed. It is a much more sophisticated strategy, not just paper or words.  
The sector, the Western Australian Council of Social Service and their peak bodies that meet—I also meet with 
them—have acknowledged this is done jointly and they appreciate that. I look forward to working with WACOSS 
and the other peak bodies that represent the community sector to make sure it is implemented. We are doing the 
hard work across different portfolios and different agencies to implement the commissioning strategy. I know we 
are doing that within my portfolio, whether it is in out-of-home care commissioning or family and domestic violence 
prevention and we have prioritised child sexual abuse therapy contracts. I know that the Minister for Housing; 
Homelessness is doing it for homelessness contracts. 
This is the hard work that has not been done for a long time. It was certainly never touched for eight and a half years 
under the previous government, looking at contracts as a whole and saying, “Are these fit for purpose in the 
twenty-first century?” It is not about only money. It is about understanding the contracts themselves and doing the 
work that they need to do with the best evidence for this challenging work. Perhaps it will be about the money attached 
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to those contracts, but that is only part of the picture. We all have to work together as a commissioning agency 
or commissioning government—organisations that are commissioning that work—and the sectors themselves to 
look at what is best practice in any of those areas. I think we will see better services as a result. This is the sort of 
work we never saw in eight and a half years under the previous government; in fact, we still hear nothing of it 
from opposition members. They have no idea of the hard work that needs to occur. We do not have all the answers 
but I believe that, together with the community services sector and researchers, and drawing on evidence and good 
practice, we can be greater than the sum of our parts in coming together and delivering in some very challenging 
areas of social policy and social services. I am very conscious of that in child protection, for example. This is the 
sort of work we are doing to really make sure within the districts that work within the Department of Communities 
there are good professional frameworks, practice, supervision and support for the difficult and challenging work 
they do and that they do very well. We are also working very closely with our community sector organisations to 
make sure we are delivering on keeping children safe and supporting families of origin—biological families—if 
at all possible to keep children safe with those families. If the children need to be removed while the families work 
on the issues they have, they are removed for the shortest period and are reunited as quickly as possible. That work 
is done with those families. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms S.F. McGURK: If children are removed for a longer period of time, we support the carers and cultural plans 
for those children. We also support the team who work around those children—their carers and extended family—
to make sure we get the best outcomes. As a result of doing that work, we have seen significant improvements. For 
instance, we know that Closing the Gap—one of the new targets—is for a reduction of the number of Aboriginal 
children in care. We have seen a reduction of Aboriginal children in care of around 3.3 per cent and a 6.6 per cent 
reduction of non-Aboriginal children in care over the last 12 months. This is the second year in a row in which we 
have seen a reduction. What I am most proud of is the work being done in early intervention and some of the contracts 
we have given to Aboriginal community–controlled organisations. We have seen some really fantastic results. 

When the member for North West Central talks about these difficult problems in her community, I do not believe 
I have ever said anything in this place or publicly that would give cause to say I am disregarding the community’s 
concern about antisocial or criminal behaviour—in her community or any other. I understand that there are issues. 
I am focused on looking at practical solutions to what are difficult problems. Working with the families that are 
having these issues and making sure that children can be supported by these families is one of the ways that we 
will get real, generational results that will be good for everybody. That is what Target 120 does; it works with the 
family, not just with the young people, so there is a multiplier effect. I agree that in the scheme of things, the numbers 
are not huge, but we need to look at the evidence of what will create real results so that we can start to turn off the 
supply tap, if you like, to Banksia Hill Detention Centre, which I think we would all be interested in doing, while 
at the same time we reduce offending. We do not want to just turn the tap off of the kids going to Banksia Hill; we 
want to stop them offending. We want to stop the antisocial behaviour. We want them to go to school. We want 
to see them in safe housing. We want to reduce the underlying issues going on at home. That is the sort of early 
intervention work that is happening in child protection.  
I do not say that we have a silver bullet or a solution for every family, but I think that some of that work is very 
good. We should acknowledge that the child protection workers in our state and our community partners are doing 
good work, and we should be encouraged by that. Is there more to do? Yes, most certainly there is, but I am 
encouraged by the results of some of the child protection early intervention work through Target 120. It is supporting 
families that need good partners to work with them so that we can reduce the rate of domestic violence, increase 
the attendance of children at school and make sure that young children—babies, toddlers and the like—are given 
all their health checks and are brought up in a happy and healthy environment and that they thrive. That is what we 
all want. This is the sort of work that the government is doing that I am proud of. 

Domestic violence is another example of an area that is receiving reform, attention, resources and effort from 
our government, yet we saw nothing of this in eight and a half years. It is not as though people were not aware that 
domestic violence was an issue in our community at that time. In fact, in 2015, when the opposition was in 
government, Rosie Batty was made Australian of the Year. Big national conversations were being had, but when 
the opposition was in government, there was radio silence. Absolutely nothing was being done at a government or 
systemic level to address these issues. 
A good example of where we have provided attention to detail and are doing the hard work is the announcement 
just this week of $11 million for more resources for the joint response teams whereby police work with Department 
of Communities staff. They were called child protection staff, but those positions will now be called family safety 
officers. We will recruit some staff who are skilled in domestic violence issues, not that they have not been up 
until now, but we are looking to tweak some of the skill sets in those response teams, as well as add capacity. Once 
those positions are rolled out in full, there will be 34 more people across the state who will be able to triage the 
incident reports that come via the police, work with the community sector organisations and provide practical 
support for domestic violence victims. Of course, domestic violence not only is terrible for the victims, in particular 
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women and children, and the broader family and community, but also has knock-on effects such as antisocial 
behaviour by kids who experience violence at home. It has child protection implications. There can be housing 
destabilisation and financial abuse can happen. As a government, we want to address domestic violence properly. 
We want to hold the perpetrators to account and address some of their behaviour, and provide some healing, 
understanding and support for victim survivors, and perhaps break what can often be a revolving door with either 
the same partner or different partners and prevent the story repeating over generations. There are many examples 
of how we are working to do that. In fact, with the announcement of the $11 million in funding this week, we have 
brought new spending for our domestic violence effort to $160 million. We have increased recurrent spending 
alone from $49 million to $89 million. That is a significant increase in effort to tackle domestic violence. 

These are just some examples. I could talk about Home Stretch WA, which is a fantastic initiative that our government 
is very proud of. It is not only in dollar terms. We are proud because it is embedding a systemic change to the way 
we view the support for some of our most vulnerable young people—that is, those in the out-of-home care system. 
I am really proud that we did not just say, “We’ll implement Home Stretch and here are some dollars” and walk away. 
We took the time to trial a pilot and to work with young people with lived experience, Anglicare and the other 
community sector organisations that are involved. From talking to my counterparts in other states, I think we have 
one of the best systems in Australia as a result. We have a really good system that provides not only financial support 
to young people until they are 21 years of age in the form of foster care subsidies or home subsidies, but also mentors 
and Invest in Me funding. 

I have talked about Target 120, but only in passing. It is another initiative that I am very proud of. 

I will finish up by saying that we understand that there are people in need. We are not blind to that. We have been 
a good government, but we have not been that good over one and a half terms that we have dissolved all poverty 
and undone generational disadvantage. We have not been that good! We understand that there are still some very 
challenging problems in our community, but we are a responsible government. We are providing good economic 
management, which not only provides jobs for young people in Western Australia, but also gives us the means to 
provide immediate relief and tackle the reform of some of society’s most complex problems. I believe we will be 
able to make some real difference for some of the most vulnerable Western Australians into the future. 

MS J.J. SHAW (Swan Hills — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.47 pm]: In the short amount of time that we have left 
this evening, I would like to make a contribution to this debate. As has already been pointed out by both the Minister 
for Community Services and the Minister for Water, very few members of the opposition actually debated the motion 
that they put up. That is true to form. It is interesting, because yesterday when I made a speech, I opened by saying 
that it felt like groundhog day. When I was preparing for today’s debate, it again felt like groundhog day. On 19 May 
this year, pretty much the same motion was brought on and pretty much the same aimless, targetless, meaningless 
quality of debate was offered by those opposite. Again, they did not debate the motion in front of them. Last night, 
I said to the Leader of the Liberal Party, “Go back into your burrow, wait your six weeks, get some new material and 
bring something fresh and original, and perhaps factual, relevant and of interest to the people of Western Australia, 
back into the chamber.” When I saw the motion come on today, I could not believe it. 

I could go over some of the points that the Leader of the Liberal Party made that again revealed a lack of understanding 
of how energy markets and systems work. I am getting bored with it; goodness knows how they feel about it across 
the other side of the chamber. What I will do is talk about the Liberal Party’s record on cost of living when it was 
in government and then this government’s record of cost of living, particularly with respect to energy. I think it is 
important to get some of these things on the record. 

Firstly, under the Liberal–National government, electricity prices rose by 90 per cent. They rose by 8.4 per cent 
every year. Water prices went up by 66 per cent when the Leader of the Opposition was the Minister for Water. 
The forward estimates that the Liberals had provided accounted for seven per cent year-on-year increases in power, 
six per cent increases in water, and net debt was on the way to $44 billion. What a record—they should be so proud 
of that! 

When we came into government, and particularly very recently, we have provided an inordinate amount of support 
for the cost of living. We truly understand that there are cost-of-living pressures out there and we have done our 
level best to address those. We froze fees and charges in 2020–21 and we capped public transport fares at two zones. 
In parts of the world like mine in Ellenbrook, that really does move the dial. We capped airfares for regional 
communities, we provided free rapid antigen tests during the COVID-19 pandemic and, in the 2022–23 budget, 
we kept fees and charges below the rate of inflation. The government approved increases to residential and small 
business electricity tariffs below the forecast consumer price index in 2022–23 as a measure to help customers 
manage those cost-of-living pressures. 

We need to contrast that with what is going on on the east coast. In 2022–23, electricity prices for households in 
Brisbane will go up by 11.3 per cent; in Sydney, by 8.5 per cent; in Adelaide, by 7.2 per cent; but in Perth, as I say, 
they will go up by only 2.5 per cent. In fact, in October 2022, the commonwealth budget forecast that retail electricity 
prices will increase by an average of 20 per cent nationally in late 2022 and a further 30 per cent in 2023–24, with 
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a total of 56 per cent over the period. The forecast is that retail gas prices are also set to increase by 20 per cent on 
the east coast, with a 44 per cent increase over the next 18 months. We are not impacted by these significant increases. 
As I say, we have capped electricity tariff increases to CPI. We are not part of the national electricity market—
thank goodness we are not. We develop an electricity pricing outlook, we set electricity tariffs, and we have made 
policy decisions that are specifically designed to address these cost-of-living pressures. Our government’s uniform 
tariff policy ensures that households and small businesses pay the same amount no matter where they are in the state, 
and we will always have a mind to cost-of-living pressures when we set our policies on electricity tariffs. 
The Ministers for Community Services and Water both discussed the household electricity credit rebates, with 
rebates of $600 in 2020 and $400 in 2022. Again, those were specifically designed to address cost-of-living pressures. 
There was also the WA small business and charity electricity tariff offset—a one-off offset of $2 500 provided 
for groups that are on community service and charitable accommodation electricity tariffs. That was another 
means by which we assisted many of the community services operators that the Minister for Community Services 
talked about. 
I think it is important to talk about the hardship utility grant scheme, because that is a very direct way that we can 
assist people who are encountering cost-of-living pressures. We have both increased the funding and extended the 
reduction in eligibility for the HUG scheme to 1 February 2023. People can now apply for the grant at 90 days rather 
than the previous 180 days. That extension gives more time for families doing it hard to access support and ensure 
that HUGS assistance is made available and targeted to those most in need. 
We also developed a case management process in Synergy, so we are walking alongside those experiencing hardship 
instead of just disconnecting people. I thought that the Minister for Community Services’ point about the withdrawal 
of financial advice and supports was very well made. As she said, it is so important to not just provide relief, but 
also build capability so that people are more resilient and more capable of weathering difficult economic storms. 
The Synergy case management process was so successful that it is now business as usual for Synergy and has 
scaled up. Since the pilot was launched in July 2020, hundreds of customers have graduated, clearing millions of 
dollars of debt. They are now in a better position to manage their energy bills going forward. In the unfortunate 
circumstance in which HUGS is not able to operate and people do end up being disconnected, it is important to 
appreciate that under the previous government, between the financial years 2011–12 and 2016–17, the number of 
Synergy residential customers who had their power disconnected increased by 82 per cent. It is rank hypocrisy for 
members opposite to come into this place and say that they care about cost-of-living pressures when they thought 
nothing of restricting people’s access to water, as the Minister for Water pointed out, and when they so readily 
disconnected thousands of people. In their last months in government, 5 235 disconnections occurred, 7 032 people 
were referred to debt collectors and 83 839 customers requested an extended time to pay. This was all going on 
at a time when the Liberal–National government cut funding to financial counsellors, slashed the funding to 
HUGS, increased power bills by 90 per cent and increased household bills by $2 100. I say shame on the former 
Liberal–National government. 
Under this government, disconnections have dropped from 5 235 to 726, debt collection references have dropped 
from 5 858 to 3 417, and requests for an extension of time to pay have dropped from 88 577 to 66 495. That is 
a remarkable achievement. It just goes to show what happens when we have a government that actually cares for people, 
acknowledges that there are people in need who deserve access to essential services and will act through the various 
levers that we have—be it through water or electricity tariffs—to meaningfully address cost-of-living pressures. 
I thought it was great to listen to the Minister for Water speak about the various initiatives around social housing. 
There are some really interesting things going on in the energy portfolio that are also specifically engaging with 
social housing. In fact, when we did the Economics and Industry Standing Committee report, we dedicated a whole 
chapter to energy poverty. We specifically said that without even touching welfare payments, we can have a marked 
impact on people’s quality of living purely by reducing their costs associated with basic utilities. This government 
has committed to install $6 million worth of solar panels at 500 social housing properties as part of the WA recovery 
plan’s $66.3 million renewable energy technologies package. That is really going to move the dial for people living 
in social housing. The first 10 properties in Clarkson, Gosnells, Balga, Ellenbrook—close to my heart—Rockingham 
and Girrawheen that had rooftop solar systems installed in December 2020 reported savings in the first six months 
of up to $200. That really moves the dial for vulnerable households. Synergy now continues to roll out these systems 
across the south west interconnected system. 
I refer to the household energy efficiency scheme. By the way, that was again cancelled under the Liberal–National 
government. That was yet another way that members opposite could have helped people, but they just ripped the 
rug out from under them. We have announced a $13 million program to improve energy efficiency for households 
facing hardship. They will get an energy efficiency assessment and tailored education to improve their consumption 
behaviours, and select households may even receive appliance upgrades. That is a significant way of helping people 
to address cost-of-living pressures. It is disgraceful that the Liberal Party and the Nationals WA withdrew that 
program. I think it needs to be put on the record that that is the way they tend to deal with cost-of-living pressures. 
They make it even harder. I cannot understand why. 
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Some other really interesting things are being done to lower costs. I think the community battery trial is quite 
interesting. It allows households when they are not at home to inject electricity into a community battery and 
withdraw it, thereby offsetting some of their electricity consumption from the grid. The trials associated with that—
again, one was done in Ellenbrook—have shown that households have been able to reduce their electricity costs. 
More broadly, there are system-wide benefits. Energy efficiency programs lower the costs of energy for everyone. 
That is very important. Consumers’ voices are now being heard. We have a consumer advocacy process—a resource 
that is situated within the policy arm of the state government that looks at consumer issues. That, again, was 
completely overlooked by the Liberal–National government. 
As I say, when members opposite were in government, electricity prices rose by 90 per cent and water prices went 
up by 66 per cent. The Liberal–National government’s forward estimates showed even more price increases. Why 
did the former Liberal–National government want to increase power prices? It wanted to increase prices because 
it wanted to privatise Western Power; we all know that. 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

AUDITOR GENERAL AMENDMENT BILL 2022 
Assent 

Message from the Governor received and read notifying assent to the bill. 
House adjourned at 7.00 pm 

__________ 
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Questions and answers are as supplied to Hansard. 

SOCIAL HOUSING 
601. Mr R.S. Love to the Minister for Housing; Lands; Homelessness; Local Government: 
I refer to the State Government’s commitment of $2.1 billion towards social housing and ask how many properties 
to date have been delivered by region and metropolitan district? Please breakdown by new builds, refurbishments, 
and purchases? 
Mr J.N. Carey replied: 
The McGowan Government is committed to increasing social housing supply and has invested a record $2.4 billion over 
four years to improve the quality and accessibility of social housing and homelessness services in Western Australia.  
From 1 July 2021 to 30 September 2022, a total of 743 new social housing dwellings have been delivered, with 
more than 900 homes currently under contract to be built or purchased. Additionally, the SHERP Grants program 
has seen funding to community housing organisations to deliver over 320 new social homes. 
And, since 1 July 2020 to 30 September 2022, over 19,000 work orders have been completed across the State, with 
homes having undergone maintenance and refurbishment works to ensure they stay in the system for years to 
come. On top of this, significant refurbishments have been carried out on 521 properties through the SHERP and 
HHIP programs. 
Table. 1 New Builds Completed and Spot Purchases (1 July 2021 to 30 September 2022)  

Region New Builds Completed Spot Purchases 
North Metro 172 147 
South Metro 61 65 
East Metro 68 59 
Great Southern 2 23 
Southwest 13 21 
Goldfields 2 2 
Midwest/Gascoyne 8 21 
Pilbara 18 23 
West Kimberley 8 0 
Wheatbelt 4 4 
East Kimberley 5 17 
Total 361 382 

Table 2. SHERP Grant New Builds – Funding allocated to deliver homes via the community housing sector 

Region SHERP New Build Grants 
North Metro 42 
South Metro 142 
East Metro 16 
Southwest 114 
Midwest/Gascoyne 17 

Table 3. Work Orders completed (1 July 2020 – 30 September 2022)  

Row Labels Total Work Order Count Total Cost of Works 
East Kimberley 24,041 $                    23,734,583 
East Metro 87,468 $                    52,196,977 
Goldfields 26,013 $                    37,111,589 
Great Southern 17,443 $                    12,626,873 
Midwest/Gascoyne 30,985 $                    33,103,463 
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North Metro 125,517 $                    60,700,957 

Pilbara 34,725 $                    36,901,218 

South Metro 66,715 $                    37,823,417 

Southwest 28,909 $                    21,335,344 

West Kimberley 36,490 $                    41,529,979 

Wheatbelt 15,653 $                    14,960,470 

Grand Total 493,959 $                  372,024,870 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT — OFF-ROAD VEHICLE AREAS — SHIRE OF GINGIN 

605. Mr R.S. Love to the Minister for Local Government: 
I refer to the Lancelin Off-road Vehicle Area (ORVA) administered by the Shire of Gingin, subject to a mining 
lease for the extraction of limesand and ask: 
(a) Given that mining of limesand in the area is imminent, when will the Shire of Gingin cease to administer 

the Lancelin ORVA; 
(b) Who takes responsibility for the increased safety risk of those using the ORVA as sand mining commences; 

and 
(c) How will the Gingin Shire’s responsibility for administering this ORVA be rescinded? 

Mr J.N. Carey replied: 
(a)–(c) Mining leases have co-existed with the ORVA since 1986. The Department of Mines, Industry Regulation 

and Safety has advised it has not issued any approvals to mine within the boundaries of the Lancelin ORVA. 
TOURISM — OFF-ROAD VEHICLE AREAS — SHIRE OF GINGIN 

606. Mr R.S. Love to the Minister for Tourism: 
I refer to the Lancelin Off-road Vehicle Area (ORVA) administered by the Shire of Gingin, subject to a mining 
lease for the extraction of limesand and ask: 
(a) Is the Minister aware of the numbers of persons visiting the ORVA in Lancelin; 
(b) Is the Minister aware that the area is to be desanded; 
(c) Will the Minister work with the Lancelin community in the provision of an alternative ORVA site for 

recreational use; and 
(d) Will the Minister for Tourism consider compensation for Lancelin-based tourism operators and businesses 

when the ORVA is closed for recreational use? 

Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Council Question on Notice 607. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT — OFF-ROAD VEHICLE AREAS — SHIRE OF GINGIN 

607. Mr R.S. Love to the Minister for Local Government: 
I refer to the Lancelin Off-road Vehicle Area (ORVA) administered by the Shire of Gingin, subject to a mining 
lease for the extraction of limesand and ask : 
(a) Is the Minister aware of the numbers of persons visiting the ORVA in Lancelin; 
(b) Is the Minister aware that the area is to be desanded; 
(c) Will the Minister work with the Lancelin community in the provision of an alternative ORVA site for 

recreational use; and 
(d) Will the Minister for Local Government consider compensation for Lancelin-based tourism operators and 

businesses when the ORVA is closed for recreational use? 

Mr J.N. Carey replied: 
(a) Information on the visitation of the ORVA is a matter for the Shire. 
(b) Mining leases have co-existed with the ORVA since 1986. The Department of Mines, Industry Regulation 

and Safety has advised it has not issued any approvals to mine within the boundaries of the Lancelin ORVA. 
(c)–(d) N/A 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT — OFF-ROAD VEHICLE AREAS 
608. Mr R.S. Love to the Minister for Local Government: 
I refer to the Lancelin Off Road Vehicle Area (ORVA) and ask: 
(a) When will safety measures be implemented at Off Road Vehicle Areas to separate novice and experienced 

riders; 
(b) separate sand boarders from vehicles; 
(c) establish one way traffic flow at sites; and 
(d) limit speed at ORVA sites? 
Mr J.N. Carey replied: 
(a)–(d) The Control of Vehicles (Off-Road Areas) Act 1978 establishes that local governments, including the 

Shire of Gingin (the Shire), are generally responsible for the administration and enforcement of ORV areas 
in Western Australia. 
The Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries (DLGSC) understands that the Shire 
has implemented risk mitigation measures, such as delineating the ORVA boundaries, installing signage, 
providing regular patrols and having multiple entry points. 
Funding is available through the ORV Account, including for safety upgrades at ORVA’s which the Shire 
has previously accessed. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT — OFF-ROAD VEHICLE AREAS 
609. Mr R.S. Love to the Minister for Local Government: 
The Shire of Gingin has proactively worked to “administer” the Control of Vehicles (Off-Road Areas) Act 1978 
for decades yet other Local Governments who have ORVA’s in their Local Government areas do nothing: 
(a) How is this equitable and why should the Shire of Gingin continue to “Administer” this site on behalf of 

the State? 
Mr J.N. Carey replied: 
(a) The Control of Vehicles (Off-Road Areas) Act 1978 establishes that local governments, including the 

Shire of Gingin (the Shire), are generally responsible for the administration and enforcement of ORV 
areas in Western Australia. 
The Shire has accessed funding from the ORV Account and it remains available to support the Shire. 
The ORVA provide significant economic benefits to the Shire and local businesses through tourism and 
other activities. 

SOUTH WEST NATIVE TITLE SETTLEMENT — LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 
610. Mr R.S. Love to the Minister for Lands: 
I refer to land assembly for the South West Native Title Settlement and ask: 
(a) Is there a register of all land being considered; 
(b) If yes, is the register available for Local Governments to access; 
(c) Can the minister provide the consultation processes with Local Governments; and 
(d) What information regarding future use of the land is provided to Local Governments? 
Mr J.N. Carey replied: 
(a)–(b) The State Government works in partnership with the representatives of the Noongar people to select land 

that should be prioritised for inclusion in the Noongar Land Estate (NLE). All parcels of unallocated Crown 
land and unmanaged reserves within the boundaries of the six Indigenous Land Use Agreements (ILUAs) 
that comprise the South West Native Title Settlement are potentially eligible for inclusion in the NLE. 

(c)–(d) Reflective of the Aboriginal people’s right to self-determination, the NLE will provide the Noongar people 
with a significant asset to be developed in line with Noongar cultural, social and economic aspirations, 
for the benefit of generations to come. 
Local governments are consulted in accordance with the relevant clauses of the Noongar Land Base Strategy 
as part of the ILUAs, and consistent with the Land Administration Act 1997. As the NLE will be managed 
and developed in line with the relevant State and local government statutory and policy framework, local 
governments retain the standard decision-making powers at the point of land development. 

__________ 
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