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CULTURE AND THE ARTS — INTERLIBRARY LOAN SERVICE
4071.

Mr A. Krsticevic to the Minister for Culture and the Arts:

Members of the public have been advised to ask libraries to buy items no longer available through the Inter Library
Loan Service, so I ask:
(a)

what will be the cost of this supply method over the next 12 months;

(b)

who will fund the purchase of this top-up stock;

(c)

who will fund the upgrade and upkeep of libraries to accommodate the extra stock:
(i)

what is the cost to accommodate the extra stock in individual libraries;

(d)

who owns the extra stock; and

(e)

what strategies are in place to ensure individual libraries aren’t left with an overload of unused stock?

Mr D.A. Templeman replied:
(a)

The cost will be dependent upon the number of items purchased.

(b)

The State Government provides funding to the State Library of Western Australia for the purchase of
library materials for the State’s public library network. Many public libraries also receive funding from
their local government to purchase library materials for their local collections.

(c)

Public libraries are responsible for the development and maintenance of their collections to ensure they
are relevant and of interest to their local community.
(i)

Nil.

(d)

Items purchased to satisfy a request for a member will become the property of the local government that
purchases the item. For small regional libraries whose stock is managed by the State Library, items
purchased to satisfy requests will become part of the State-wide public library collection owned by the
State Government.

(e)

Public libraries are responsible for the management of their collections to meet the needs and reflect the
interests of their communities.
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