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THE SPEAKER (Mrs M.H. Roberts) took the chair at 12 noon, acknowledged country and read prayers. 

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Presentation to Governor — Acknowledgement 

THE SPEAKER (Mrs M.H. Roberts) [12.01 pm]: I advise members that this morning, accompanied by the 
members for Geraldton, Balcatta, Roe and Cottesloe, I attended upon His Excellency the Governor and presented 
the Address-in-Reply to the former Governor’s speech in opening Parliament. His Excellency the Governor was 
pleased to reply in the following terms — 

Madam Speaker 
I thank you, and Members of the Legislative Assembly for your expressions of loyalty to Her Late Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II and for your address-in-reply to the former Governor’s speech to Parliament on the 
occasion of the opening of the first session of the Forty First Parliament. 
Yours sincerely 
His Excellency the Honourable Chris Dawson AC APM 
Governor of Western Australia 

PAPERS TABLED 
Papers were tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house. 

KIMBERLEY FLOODS — TOURISM 
Statement by Minister for Tourism 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Tourism) [12.02 pm]: I rise to inform the house of the measures 
the McGowan government is taking to support the tourism industry in the context of the recent record-breaking 
Kimberley floods. On 19 January, I travelled to Broome with the managing director of Tourism WA to attend 
round tables, meet with local tourism stakeholders and listen to the concerns of those on the ground. During this 
visit, I announced the McGowan government’s $6 million tourism flood recovery package. 
The assistance package provides for 19 000 discounted flights, in partnership with Virgin Australia, as part of the 
affordable airfares program. This means one-way fares between Perth and Broome will start from $219 and one-way 
fares between Perth and Kununurra will start from $259. The package includes a holiday voucher incentives program 
to boost bookings for tourism operators, including tours, experiences and overland operators, that will be finalised 
in the coming weeks; and a national marketing campaign to send the message that the region is open for tourism, 
as the perception the Kimberley is closed for business was a key concern highlighted by operators. The package 
is aimed at driving visitors to the Kimberley this year while supporting the local tourism sector, and local jobs, as 
it responds to the recent flooding. I urge all travellers with holidays planned for the Kimberley to keep their bookings 
or postpone them until the time is right rather than cancel, and I implore everyone to add a trip to the Kimberley 
to their travel plans for 2023 so they can explore the incredible experiences this part of our beautiful state has to offer. 
We will continue to work with the tourism industry, including the regional tourism organisation Australia’s North 
West as well as regional visitor centres and operators, to understand the area’s needs as the WA government recovery 
program picks up pace. The Kimberley is not only an iconic destination; the local tourism industry accounts for 
around 10 per cent of employment in the region and contributes over $l billion to the economy annually. It is an 
important priority for the McGowan government to continue to support the sector through this difficult time, and 
I encourage tourism operators to work with their regional tourism network as well as the Small Business Development 
Corporation to obtain any support they require. 

SCHOOLS — TEACHING STAFF 
Statement by Minister for Education 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Education) [12.05 pm]: I rise to advise the house on the McGowan 
government’s initiatives to attract and retain teachers for the 2023 school year. More than 480 000 students were 
forecast to head back to schools across WA this year. From the city to the regions, our aim is that all students 
receive a high-quality education. This would not be possible without the first-rate teachers and allied professionals 
who work in our schools. Ongoing recruitment across the summer period ensured there was a qualified teacher in 
front of every public school class. For 2023, there was a three per cent increase in the number of registered teachers 
in Western Australia since the same time last year. Day one was especially exciting for more than 400 graduates who 
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took up their first teaching jobs in public schools. This outcome was achieved through several McGowan government 
initiatives, including internal teaching pools, employment-based pathways, early engagement of pre-service teachers, 
international recruitment and additional interstate recruitment. 
We also announced a $9.8 million package of targeted initiatives to increase teacher supply for public schools and 
strengthen employment pathways for aspiring teachers. In addition, we announced $12.4 million for a new temporary 
initiative to attract and retain quality teachers to 48 of Western Australia’s remote and regional public schools that 
are harder to staff. The regional incentive framework was developed to identify schools with the greatest need for 
teachers in 2023, and a one-off payment was offered to new and existing teachers and school leaders, along with 
existing incentives and housing provided in partnership with the Department of Communities. We also announced 
a $30 million investment in additional measures to address wellbeing and workload issues. 
The McGowan government continues to investigate options to make pursuing a teaching qualification more attractive 
and we are actively focused on maintaining teacher workforce supply to meet anticipated demand statewide and 
in identified areas of need. 

LOCAL ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE SERVICES 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [12.06 pm]: I advise the house that the McGowan 
government is pleased to announce a grants program to support a key feature of the implementation of the new 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2021. Local Aboriginal cultural heritage services, or LACHS, are an integral 
part of the new act, empowering locally based Aboriginal organisations to play a key role in the identification, 
protection and management of Aboriginal cultural heritage. LACHS will be designated by the recently established 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Council. They will be the single point of contact for those seeking to engage with 
Aboriginal people on cultural heritage matters within a set geographical area of responsibility. LACHS will undertake 
a number of functions, including consultation with traditional owners and knowledge holders about the impact of 
proposed projects on Aboriginal cultural heritage and negotiation of Aboriginal cultural heritage management plans 
with proponents. Grant funding will be made available to eligible Aboriginal organisations that intend seeking 
designation as a LACH. 
The new act will come into effect on 1 July 2023, providing a modern framework for the recognition, protection, 
conservation and management of Aboriginal cultural heritage, recognising its fundamental importance to Aboriginal 
people. An initial two rounds of grants are available to help identify, operate and build the capacity of potential LACHS. 
In the first round, funding of up to $80 000 is available for eligible Aboriginal corporations to prepare a readiness 
report outlining how they will meet the LACHS requirements and identifying any additional capacity-building 
needs to support their role in implementing the new laws. Grant recipients will be able to engage professional 
services or utilise in-house expertise to assess their readiness to undertake the statutory functions of a LACH, as well 
as identify the knowledge, skills, resourcing and governance arrangements that the organisation will need to operate. 
Aboriginal organisations that are designated as a LACH by the council will be eligible to receive a further grant 
of $200 000 to assist with capacity building. That could include the appointment and/or upskilling of staff, or address 
other areas of additional support identified in the readiness report. 
Aboriginal organisations that aspire to become a LACH and take an active role in the management of their local 
cultural heritage are encouraged to contact the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage. 

KIMBERLEY FLOODS — PASTORAL RENT RELIEF 
Statement by Minister for Lands 

MR J.N. CAREY (Perth — Minister for Lands) [12.10 pm]: I rise to inform the house of the McGowan government’s 
provision of pastoral rent relief to Kimberley pastoralists affected by the recent flooding. Our government understands 
the significant impacts that these floods have had on everybody in the region, including pastoralists, and remains 
fully committed to the long-term recovery in the Kimberley. That is why, as Minister for Lands, I announced a rent 
relief package for Kimberley pastoralists following the devastation of the flooding events. 
Under section 128 of the Land Administration Act, the Minister for Lands, on recommendation of the Pastoral Lands 
Board, may allow a payment of rent for a pastoral lease to be delayed for a specified period or be reduced or waived 
entirely on application to the Pastoral Lands Board by a pastoral lessee whose lease has been adversely affected 
by drought, fires, cyclones, floods or other disasters. The Pastoral Lands Board and the state government, through 
the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage, have been engaging with pastoralists across the Kimberley in the 
wake of the recent flooding events. Upon advice from the Pastoral Lands Board, our government will waive the rental 
payment for the first half of 2023 for 92 eligible pastoralists. Eligible Kimberley pastoralists are encouraged to 
make an application to the PLB for rent relief for the first half of 2023, and can do so by emailing the board. 
This initiative is just one way that our government is supporting affected pastoralists in the Kimberley, with the 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development continuing to work with primary producers and the 
Kimberley Pilbara Cattlemen’s Association to provide support on the ground, such as delivering feed to stranded 
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livestock and addressing animal welfare concerns. Additionally—this is very important—under changes in the 
Land Administration Act amendment that is currently before Parliament, the minister will be provided with powers 
to declare zones for pastoral rent relief. This positive reform will remove the requirement for affected pastoralists 
to apply for rent relief when disasters or other circumstances affect pastoralists. Our government, through DPLH, 
the Pastoral Lands Board and other agencies will continue to engage with affected pastoralists across the region 
and provide ongoing support. 

MURUJUGA CULTURAL LANDSCAPE WORLD HERITAGE NOMINATION 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Environment) [12.13 pm]: Today, I would like to update the house 
on the Murujuga Cultural Landscape World Heritage nomination. Last week, I had the extraordinary pleasure 
of celebrating the World Heritage nomination being submitted to the UNESCO World Heritage Centre with 
Hon Tanya Plibersek, federal Minister for the Environment and Water, and the Murujuga Aboriginal Corporation 
at Murujuga. 
In Australia, we talk about having the world’s oldest continuous culture—up to 60 000 years of First Nations’ 
existence on the Australian continent. At Murujuga, it is all around. Evidence is still in place of industry, commerce, 
education, culture, law and artistic expression. There is clear evidence of food preparation and other day-to-day 
activities—signs of civilization dating back thousands of years. Of course, most strikingly, are the more than 
one million stunning petroglyphs presenting a huge and breathtaking living museum of ancient art and culture. It 
is a place worthy of acknowledgement and protection. This submission takes us a step closer to achieving that at 
the highest level and on the world stage. 
The preparation and submission of the nomination meets the 2017 election commitment of the McGowan 
government. The preparation of a World Heritage nomination is a complex and challenging task. This nomination 
has taken around four years to complete. A central theme of this nomination is the Ngarda-Ngarli philosophy, 
translated in English as, “We all come together for Country.” This has been demonstrated by those involved in the 
nomination process. It is a great example of what collaboration and cooperation can achieve between local, state and 
commonwealth governments, industry, community and, of course, the traditional owners. I especially want to thank 
the traditional owners for their invaluable contributions, passion and commitment for the nomination, and persistence 
in seeking to protect and elevate this country. This submission is significant as it is the first Aboriginal-led nomination 
for Western Australia. 
The next steps are that the World Heritage Centre will examine the nomination for compliance against the format 
prescribed in the operational guidelines. If deemed complete, the nomination will be formally accepted for assessment 
and made publicly available on the UNESCO website. The assessment process will take about 18 months and 
will consist of a desktop review and then a site visit by independent advisory bodies, which is likely to take 
place later in 2023. Based on this time frame, the earliest a decision is likely to be made by the World Heritage 
Committee is mid-2024. If successful, Murujuga would be only the second Australian World Heritage site to 
receive World Heritage status for its Aboriginal cultural importance. I hope to be able to update this place soon in 
celebration of Murujuga’s inscription on the World Heritage List. 

KIMBERLEY FLOODS — COMMUNITIES — RESPONSE 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.E. WINTON (Wanneroo — Minister for Community Services) [12.16 pm]: As members know, in late 
December, the Kimberley suffered unprecedented flooding. In fact, it was the worst flooding that our state has 
ever seen—a one-in-100-year event. I lived in the Kimberley when I taught at Fitzroy Crossing for three years, 
and thought I had experienced challenging floods, but I had never seen anything like these floods. Its impact has 
been nothing short of devastating. As people often say, crisis and hardship can bring out the best in people. The 
affected communities have shown incredible strength, resilience and determination. 
The response from service providers, volunteers, community organisations, the Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services and the Department of Communities—affectionately known on the ground as the purple shirts—has been 
incredible. These responders have worked tirelessly around the clock to provide emergency relief to flood-affected 
residents when they needed it most. When I visited the region with the Minister for Emergency Services and the 
member for Kimberley, the community was appreciative of this on-the-ground support. I want to acknowledge the 
member for Kimberley, who always provides invaluable local advice to me and all ministers and government, and 
who works tirelessly and advocates strongly for her community. I also want to thank the many local Aboriginal groups 
and organisations in Fitzroy Crossing that are on the front line, including Bunuba Dawangarri Aboriginal Corporation, 
Marra Worra Worra Aboriginal Corporation, Marninwarntikura Women’s Resource Centre, Nindilingarri Cultural 
Health Services, Leedal, Tarunda, Wangki Yupurnanupurru Radio, and all the elders and local residents who have 
done so much. 
We have a huge Communities team directly supporting the operational response and doing incredibly complex work 
following this difficult and traumatic event. An evacuation centre was stood up at the Fitzroy Crossing Recreation 
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Centre that assisted people with accommodation, food, clothing and access to support services. Local providers 
were engaged to support community needs, including supplying bedding, laundry and dryer facilities. Communities 
and DFES worked closely to ensure that supplies of fresh food and produce were available across the region. 
A disaster response hotline was set up so that community members could access information, support and advice. 
The hotline has responded to well over 1 000 phone calls. A flood help centre, established in Fitzroy Crossing at 
the Tarunda supermarket, provided in-person assistance to affected residents. Significant financial support was 
committed, including for the cost of water and power bills, and for public housing tenants as rent relief. Increased 
airfare subsidies ensured that surging demand for flights between Derby and Broome could be met. We have 
worked together with the community and across government to provide support and assistance during this disaster. 
Our priority throughout this emergency has been keeping families together and on country, or as close to country 
as possible. That will remain during the recovery.  

PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration 

Resumed from 14 February on the following question — 
That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Leader of the Opposition) [12.20 pm]: I rise to make a contribution to this discussion. 
Last year when the member for Central Wheatbelt stood up to make her address, she began by acknowledging the 
hardworking volunteers who had been supporting our communities throughout a trying bushfire season. In 2021, 
we thanked volunteers who had been helping communities across the midwest, including Kalbarri and much of 
my electorate, in the wake of tropical cyclone Seroja. I am sorry to say that I will be commencing this discussion 
in a similar vein because of the severe flooding that has occurred in the Kimberley and the need to thank volunteers 
and agencies that have worked tirelessly to assist the people affected by those floods. Regional communities endure 
more than most and this state is indebted to the volunteers who are wards of our communities in situations of disaster. 
Opposition members will do all we can to ensure that the Kimberley’s recovery is effective. 
I thank the member for Central Wheatbelt, Hon Mia Davies, for her commitment in the time in her role as the 
Leader of the Opposition. The member served as the captain of the ship for two years in very uncharted waters and 
served us very well. I thank her very much for her service and dedication. She has held many roles in her tenure, 
commencing in the Legislative Council as one of the members for the Agricultural Region before successfully 
transitioning to the Legislative Assembly in 2013 and a role as a parliamentary secretary. She was then part of the 
ministry for much of the remaining term of that government. For the last six years, she has been the Leader of the 
Nationals WA, including as the Leader of the Opposition for the last two years. I thank her for all her achievements. 
There will be many more times down the track to thank Mia for all her work, but I just want to say thank you, Mia, 
and I hope that we are able to continue with the great work she has put in place. 
If I were to characterise the government’s performance in 2022 in one word, it would be “failure”. Yesterday, the 
Premier chose to remind Western Australian families that he promised to keep them safe and strong. On that promise, 
I think he has failed. If members look beyond the front steps of Parliament, the consequences of the government’s 
failure are abundantly clear. Crime rates, especially in some regional areas, are through the roof. Our housing waitlist 
is sitting at 18 000 families. Children are going to school hungry and households are skipping meals to keep the 
lights on. Hospitality venues are operating under limited hours or closing altogether because of worker shortages. 
Regional economies are being suffocated to meet lofty promises—promises made without regard to the consequences 
to those families, businesses and crucial industries that exist and prop up the state to the benefit of every 
Western Australian. Every Western Australian benefits from regional businesses. Trees that were milled in Manjimup 
have been used as structural supports in Metronet projects. Coal mined in Collie keeps the air conditioning on in 
places such as this. Demersal fish, caught off the Western Australian coast, feed families with a fresh local product 
and provide an economic benefit. Muddled decision-making reflects a minister out of touch with the community. 
This is while the Premier has ripped away regional voices from Parliament through his so-called electoral reform. 
One thing is for sure: if you live outside Perth or work outside Perth and if you grow it, mine it, catch it or make 
it, this government is not going to be your ally. If you live outside Perth, this government has failed you. 
However, the breadth of our state’s challenges are not limited simply to regional areas. There is a failure to run 
a health system deserving of our wealthy state and a failure to address the housing crisis that continues to worsen 
every day. There is a failure to be transparent on all fronts. In 2022, the government failed to live up to its rolled-gold 
standard of transparency by incurring the highest number of qualified audit statements of any government from the 
Auditor General. From the border backflip with retrospective health advice to the Perth Mint fiasco being handballed 
to the embattled Minister for Mines and Petroleum, there has been a failure to be honest. That has emerged as 
a cornerstone. The government has failed to protect Indigenous children from domestic situations so troubling that 
they are wandering the streets at 2.00 am, too frightened to be at home. It failed to facilitate a recovery for the 
communities devastated by tropical cyclone Seroja, which I hope will at least be a lesson for things to come in the 
Kimberley as those communities seek to recover. The government failed to provide adequate support for teachers 
with crippling workloads resulting in widespread burnout and loss of some of the most experienced educators 
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we have in the state. It failed to build Metronet projects that have been touted as a legacy. These project costs 
continue to blowout into the billions and government members should ask themselves whether the priority for 
Western Australian families in 2023 is train lines or keeping on the lights at home and feeding the kids. While 
the Premier sits atop a $6 billion surplus, he raised household fees and charges with water and power going up 
2.5 per cent. Driver’s licence fees were driven up by 6.4 per cent. This was an opportunity for the Premier to cushion 
the blow of the rising costs of living, but he failed to take it. 
This year, in 2023, opposition members see that the government has an opportunity to address and rectify these 
failures. We put forward a solution to assist not-for-profit organisations to deliver the services needed to the 
community in this cost-of-living emergency. A sum of $300 million over two years would bolster the delivery of 
these crucial services. We spent last year urging the government to listen to the experts and peak bodies that were 
warning of the risk of rising fees and charges, the risk in failing to address the housing shortage and the risk in stashing 
surpluses for a rainy day while some householders are left to weather the storm. We will continue to remind the 
government of its responsibilities to look after every Western Australian. 
This year, the north of the state was hit by one of the worst flooding events on record when ex–tropical cyclone Ellie 
crossed the coast. I thank the Fire and Emergency Services Commissioner, Darren Klemm, for facilitating a visit to 
the affected area for the former Leader of the Opposition; Hon Martin Aldridge, our emergency services spokesperson; 
Hon Neil Thomson; and Dr David Honey. The recovery efforts are unprecedented in scale and complexity. It will 
be years before the Kimberley is well and truly back on its feet. What will be important for this government is how 
it responds to this disaster, learning lessons from the flawed recovery process after cyclone Seroja. The financial 
assistance delivered for the people in the midwest, although promised, was inadequate with less than 10 per cent of 
the record recovery funding package hitting the ground. Some constituents are facing a third winter without a sealed 
roof. This government has clearly failed the people impacted by Seroja. We can only hope that the government 
has learnt from those mistakes. 
As the north of our state battles against inundation, the south has battled against out-of-control fires. Tragically, 
two lives have been lost this bushfire season. In late 2022, in Goomalling, a member of the community was lost in 
a blaze sparked by a lightning strike. This year in January, a man’s life was lost after his vehicle was found in a burnt 
out fireground at Mt Gibson. Our regional communities have had to deal with the threat of fires approaching their 
doorsteps, including places such as Donnybrook–Balingup, Manjimup, Kingston, Collie, Kalgan, Manypeaks, 
Nanarup, Fitzgerald National Park, Kununoppin, Toodyay, Woodridge and Moore River. Fires have also come 
dangerously close to homes in Rockingham, Lake Coogee and Eden Hill. The most recent fires in the Shire of Gingin 
saw property lost within minutes of the fire starting. These emergencies highlight the McGowan Labor government’s 
poor preparedness of our firefighting fleet. To have multiple trucks sitting idle due to this government’s decision 
not to recall firefighters placed the community and other firefighters at risk during what was predicted to be and 
has proven to be a very dangerous fire season. 
This time of the year always brings natural disasters to the spotlight as we remain in the midst of the southern 
bushfire season and northern cyclone season. However, other emergencies require attention at all times of the year. 
In the middle of January this year, one of our rescue helicopters undertook a six-hour operation to evacuate an unwell 
passenger from a cruise ship off the midwest coast. The reason the mission took so long was that the helicopter 
had to be deployed from Perth before it was able to stop in Geraldton to be refuelled, and then fly out to the ship. For 
six years—the same length of time that the Premier has been in power—we have been calling for a rescue helicopter 
to be based in the midwest.  
We started highlighting the need for that helicopter in 2017. Coincidentally, that is the same year that the Labor 
government tried to cut funding to the life-saving service. In 2022 our calls were supported by 3 000 Western Australians 
who signed a petition by Geraldton resident and marine rescue volunteer Ian Dempsey to have a chopper stationed 
in the midwest. When we consider the fact the Premier has had three years of surpluses adding up to $13 billion, 
with another budget surplus on the way, it is astounding that a midwest rescue helicopter has not been funded. 
A helicopter based in the midwest could mean the difference between life and death. 
There is a glaring need for this state to improve our supply chain security. Before the floods in the Kimberley, 
the prime example was the Trans-Australian Railway. Before floods closed the railway, there were fires along 
Eyre Highway. The vulnerability of our supply chains and major transport links is well known, yet even with the 
funds to change this, the Labor government has failed to act. How many more natural disasters or global pandemics 
will it take for this to be addressed? 
Our ports are also vulnerable. We know that some ports have single port service providers, which produces 
vulnerability due to industrial action. At a time when the supply chains have so obviously not been up to task, the 
government is still hell-bent on delivering a $2 billion vanity project in the Armadale line. Is that truly the priority 
for transport in this state? Both the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission and the Productivity 
Commission have highlighted that industrial action by unions at Australia’s ports have exacerbated difficult trading 
positions created by COVID. When such challenges are already affecting the timely delivery of equipment or spare 
parts, that type of union activity has made a bad situation even worse. 
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What this government promises and what it delivers are very different prospects. The Premier yesterday said this 
would be a year of delivery—we hope WA is ready for yet another broken promise. The McGowan government has 
recently announced a task force to examine the Western Australian shipping industry, which is due to report to 
cabinet in March this year. That report should be made public and any recommendations to shore up a supply chain 
from that report should be expedited. I have read the discussion paper of the task force and note that it refers to 
direct shipping into regional ports, including the Pilbara. I am a strong supporter of efforts to increase direct shipping 
into those ports. It makes little sense to ship things to Fremantle and put them back on the road to send them up to 
Karratha or Port Hedland when they could be just as easily sent into those centres directly. 

The recovery effort in the Kimberley centres on transport infrastructure and crossing the Fitzroy River is a key 
part of this. In the press, the Minister for Transport says that a temporary barge system would be able to handle cattle 
trucks, but when asked in Parliament yesterday, she refused to give me any indication as to whether this will occur 
or when it will occur. Meanwhile, Kimberley pastoralists have labelled the idea a disaster. We hold out hope that 
the government will take infrastructure delivery seriously, but history does not bode well. Why is it so hard to get 
funding for these vital projects? Infrastructure Partnerships Australia’s recent budget report listed Western Australia 
as the worst in the entire nation for infrastructure spend—unsurprisingly, from a government which took six months 
to respond to the strategy, outcomes for which are likely to take another six months to be presented. 

Meanwhile, we wait for commitments to vital projects such as the Dongara–Geraldton–Northampton bypass. I would 
suggest to the Minister for Transport, if she is listening, that the Northampton section of that route is a standalone 
project that should be addressed urgently, given the increased traffic that we are seeing through that town due to 
sandmining and garnet mining starting just north of town. 

The decimation of sustainable regional industries has become a hallmark of the McGowan Labor government—
none more so than the destruction of the timber industry. There was a lack of consultation and a plan to help timber 
businesses, workers, their families and their communities following Labor’s ambush of native logging, which was 
delivered with no thought about the consequences. Western Australia had some of the most sustainable logging 
practices in the world, whereas countries like Brazil or Indonesia—from which we will eventually have to import 
native wood due to Labor’s ban—have more questionable attitudes towards sustainability. Our forests have been 
managed well for generations. To simply walk away and leave them unmanaged could be a disaster in the making. 

Like it or not, they have been logged and may well need careful management to bring them back to their natural 
equilibrium so that we can manage fire risk. We have to ask: Do these forests require thinning? Do they require 
management to bring them back to their natural state? Could a reduced milling operation have supported this while 
providing high-quality wood for furniture and other high-value uses? We will never know because this government 
chose the headline over a considered decision. Despite promising jobs until the end of 2023, we have, unsurprisingly, 
seen the Nannup and Manjimup mills close early, after Parkside Timber, which invested heavily in these mills on 
the advice of the state government, decided it could not go on. The forestry industry is already shutting down and 
the transition package for workers and communities is lacking in detail and delivery. The government’s decision 
instead was to help workers transition their lifetime of skills, careers developed over decades, to entirely different 
industries. The government’s plan to help Western Australians whose jobs were ripped out from underneath them 
was to uproot their workplace. 

Let us take Nannup for example. More than 100 people lost their jobs when the mill, which had operated for more 
than 100 years, was shut down. It was one of the biggest employers in town, competing against only agriculture 
and wine. Unlike the transition packages offered to Collie, there is no support available to encourage other industries 
to grow in Nannup. When faced with this, the Premier said the nearby lithium mine was looking for workers. He 
has the audacity to tell someone who has made a career working in timber for more than 40 years to jump into an 
entirely new industry. It is probably not an easy undertaking for them. Despite what the Premier thinks, the skills 
are not translatable. Some skills could have continued to be used in management of the forests. Labor failed to consult 
industry before making the rash, unscientific decision to ban logging and now has no serious transition plan in place 
to support local jobs in the south west. Those communities will be looking to the new Minister for Forestry, but, 
unfortunately, I expect they will receive the same treatment—neglectful ignorance of an industry cut off at the knees. 

The McGowan government continues to back away from throwing its support behind our state’s $136 million live 
export sheep industry. Despite repeated calls from the opposition to support this critical industry, the Premier’s 
noncommittal responses to the live export industry only cause further uncertainty to businesses directly involved 
in this sector. It is not just shipping lines, but farmers, producers, truck drivers, vets and shearers and all the supporting 
industries, largely regionally based, are treading water in these uncertain times. The Premier needs to come clean 
on why his government’s $2 million study into the future port for live export seems to have sunk without a trace. 
Is this because in his heart he does not expect it will need a new port as he quietly waits for the Albanese government 
to kill off the industry? If Australia creates a gap in the live export market, it will be filled by other exporters who 
do not operate with the same, world-leading animal welfare practices. By continuing the live sheep trade here in WA, 
we can ensure better welfare outcomes worldwide. Our shadow Minister for Agriculture and Food, Hon Colin 
de Grussa, MLC, will continue to champion this industry. 
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The government’s failure to consult industry does not stop with live exports. The Premier and his government showed 
that when the Minister for Fisheries announced a nine-month ban on the fishing of demersal species like snapper 
and dhufish, a decision that was made without adequate consultation with the professional industry or the recreational 
sector. The opposition threw its support behind the sector and presented a petition in the Legislative Council that 
garnered over 18 000 signatures, rejecting the government’s plans to keep fishers off the water for nine months of 
the year. The pressure mounted by the sector and the opposition saw the minister backflip and reel the ban back in 
to six months after a lack of genuine consultation and good faith negotiation. In the end, the outcome was still seen 
as a poor result by the sector. 
As the threat of foot-and-mouth disease wrought havoc on the industry in neighbouring Indonesia, the opposition 
called for the government to take seriously the concerns of farmers who felt threatened by a potential foot-and-mouth 
outbreak in Western Australia. Instead of treating those concerns with the level of caution they required, the former 
agriculture minister downplayed those fears and made misguided jokes or comments in the media about foot-and-mouth 
disease making milk and meat cheaper. As the person in charge of Western Australia’s $11 billion industry, I hope 
the Premier’s new minister will work on winning back the trust of the sector and refocus the department’s efforts 
away from the pet projects of the former minister.  
It is clear that the federal Labor government has its sights set on Western Australia. As we inch towards the next 
federal election, we will begin to see the relationship between the Premier and the Prime Minister being tested. 
The Premier will need to step up and stand up against Premiers from the eastern states who have more relevance 
to the Prime Minister and more influence over him as he will seek to discuss our share of the GST into the future. 
That is a fight that the Nationals WA know well. We took that fight to the federal Parliament way back in 2010, when 
the then member for O’Connor, Tony Crook, stood against virtually the entirety of the House of Representatives 
and called for a fair share of Western Australia’s GST. We know that major projects in Western Australia will 
come under significant threat if the Albanese government allows the plans of Tanya Plibersek, the Minister for the 
Environment and Water, to go ahead for a federal Environmental Protection Authority. Will that provide genuine 
climate protection and genuine climate action? I do not know, but I guarantee members that it will affect and impact 
the development of our state. 
The government’s shaky support of live export will be challenged, and the minister responsible for holding off 
that threat is now a first-term member. She will have the opportunity to prove herself in this space and I hope that 
she does, because the industry needs that support. 
Our energy network continues to be a low priority for this government. Some parts of the state, many of them in 
my electorate of Moore, have such regular interruption in their connection that it has been normalised by those 
opposite, with one member of the Legislative Council telling business owners to buy a generator if they want to 
de-risk their power supply. The member may have forgotten that it is the government’s role to supply the network. 
This lapsed understanding is not surprising from a team led by a Premier who attempted to cut the community 
resource network because people have mobile phones these days. As evidenced on Western Power’s website, the 
number of interruptions to the electricity network in the Shire of Northampton on average per customer had risen 
from nine in 2020–21 to 21 in 2021–22, with an average time without power of 65 hours and 36 minutes per customer. 
For the Shire of Irwin, it had risen from seven to 16 outages, with an average time without power of 63 hours and 
38 minutes in 2021–22. I can tell members that the experience this summer has been even more woeful. My office 
is in the town of Dongara, and the community in that town has experienced a summer of woe. Residents are fed 
up to the back teeth with the excuses and promises of improvement, and a minister who believes that if someone 
lives in the midwest, they choose to have unreliable power. Those residents want action. Our energy network is 
deficient, and this minister has failed to address very real concerns for safety and the barriers that are stopping 
further development. 
Crime continues to be a problem and a challenge for this government and swift action needs to be taken right across 
the state. The government can no longer be in denial about the part it needs to play in ensuring that towns in 
Western Australia are safe for residents and visitors. I fully support calls for action from the member for North West 
Central. I expect she will have much more to say about this in her contribution later today. 
I move on to what must be considered the biggest failure of the McGowan Labor government—a failure that will 
truly be the legacy of this Premier and the two health ministers he has had since 2017, who have both failed to 
look after such a vital sector. Our health system in WA is all but broken. Our nurses and doctors are broken after 
six years of feeling undervalued and being under-resourced and underpaid, yet this Premier sits there with $13 billion 
in surplus over three years and does nothing to even put a bandaid over the broken health system. It is not surprising 
to hear that there is an overwhelming number of nursing roles available in Western Australia. There are 73 vacancies 
advertised for nurses and midwives in regional Western Australia, and 31 in the Kimberley. Although the staff 
shortages are immense in the entirety of our state, they are more acute in regional areas, where access to suitable 
health care is limited by distance and service availability. 
To sound like a broken record, the ambulance ramping record keeps getting broken under this government. I am 
sure that my colleague the Leader of the Liberal Party will have much more to say on the state of the health system 
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during her contribution, but it is significant to note that in 2022, ambulances were stuck on ramps in Western Australia 
for more than 60 000 hours—the highest annual figure ever recorded—all because this government has failed to 
provide enough beds to ensure that the system works. 
Perhaps if the health minister looked to improving regional hospitals in Geraldton, Mullewa, Margaret River, 
Laverton and Meekatharra, just to name a few that need desperate upgrades, there would be fewer regional 
Western Australians trying to access complex care such as surgery or oncology services in Perth, increasing pressure 
on our health systems. Our shadow minister for regional health, Hon Martin Aldridge, has consistently raised the 
delay to upgrading the Geraldton Health Campus, only for the minister to reveal last week that that project is still 
only at the expression of interest stage. It is simply not good enough. The project was meant to be finished in 
2024–25, but midwest locals now say that it will not be completed until at least mid-2026 due to those delays.  
Now, to add salt to the wound, we have the situation at Mullewa Hospital, which has deteriorated since it was set 
to be replaced six years ago and is well and truly past the point of not meeting today’s standards. Despite being 
a budget item for the entirety of the McGowan government term, there has been no progress on replacing it. I note 
that last week the minister announced that there will be no commencement of the replacement of Mullewa Hospital 
until after the Geraldton hospital is complete. It is a disgrace that Mullewa has to wait for that length of time to 
get a health service that has been funded in the budget now for six years. Meekatharra’s 65-year-old hospital 
has been the subject of an election commitment by the McGowan government, yet still Meekatharra waits for 
a fit-for-purpose facility. 
The impact of poor investment in health services goes beyond infrastructure. Allied health and mental health services 
have been grossly neglected under this government, especially in regional areas. The matter of mental health support 
in regional communities must be given priority. Suicide is the leading cause of death for people aged 15 to 44 years. 
I note that the government has moved towards mental health checks for firearm owners. When I heard that, 
I commented that that is fine, but I am not sure where in regional WA they are going to find someone qualified to 
give an assessment of someone’s mental health state, because they do not exist at the moment. There are no people 
out there providing mental health services in much of regional WA, and I believe that is something that needs to 
be addressed. Perhaps the minister’s move may finally expose — 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: If the minister will listen to me, I am actually not criticising him. I am saying that I think his 
move may well expose the dearth of services that actually exist for mental health in regional Western Australia, 
and I hope that leads to a good outcome. Thirty per cent of Indigenous Western Australians report having a mental 
health condition. Their suicide rate is three times the national average. New parents, seniors and Indigenous 
Western Australians have all been identified by the WA Country Health Service as vulnerable groups in our 
regions. It is time for this recognition to translate into work and action. Our state’s health system is in dire straits. 
It is broken, depleted and exhausted. That is why the opposition has been calling for a royal commission into the 
health system. We need real solutions because what has been provided so far is clearly not working. 
I refer to schools. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition, the member for Roe, yesterday made some outstanding 
points in his contribution about the failures of this government over six years to invest in the health and wellbeing 
of our state’s education system. It is a telltale sign of a failing education minister that the State School Teachers’ 
Union of WA has commissioned an independent review into WA’s education system, led by former Labor Premier 
Hon Carmen Lawrence. I am sure that not many in the sector will be surprised that this review will find severe 
teacher shortages, excessive workloads, violence in schools and a lack of substantive principals and education 
assistants, just to name a few issues. All those issues are tenfold in regional communities. If towns cannot even 
house education staff, what hope do they have of attracting staff? If towns are relying on the flying squad to provide 
teaching services or on students coming out of their courses to fill in positions, what hope is there of a decent 
education for children in those towns? When the new minister was asked about the drop in the number of schools 
that are offering ATAR courses, he simply threw the responsibility back onto principals. It seems he is happy to 
follow the former minister’s approach of making principals responsible for these failings rather than the department. 
The issue has been rearing its head for years and it needs to be addressed. There should be equality of opportunity 
for children across the state. A child in Marble Bar should be entitled to a decent education, just as is a child living 
in Maylands, Morley or anywhere else in the metropolitan area. Unfortunately, Labor’s track record on regional 
education is not good. We need only look at some of the first moves it tried to make as soon as it took government 
in 2017, including shutting the Schools of the Air, closing Moora Residential College and other matters, to see the 
true nature of its agenda for regional education. 
Our state is in the grips of a severe housing shortage, preventing many regional communities from accessing 
workers as there is nowhere for them to live. There is no social housing available in many communities. In many 
communities, there are no rentals at all. The waitlist has blown out across the state to more than 18 000 and these 
families are being forced to remain on the waitlist for years, with no private alternative as the rental market is the 
tightest we have seen for at least a decade. The McGowan Labor government has continually over-promised and 
underdelivered on fixing the homeless problem in Western Australia. First it failed to deliver the Common Ground 
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project. Then it took well over a year to fill Boorloo Bidee Mia with 61 occupants, despite a promised capacity 
of 100. What is the government’s solution? Its solution is 90 houses and a spot purchase program. Spot purchasing 
does little, because of course it does not increase housing stock at all. The government needs to think outside the box 
to fix the housing problem. Perhaps it should consider incentives for developers to transform some older unlettable 
and vacant C and D–grade buildings into residential developments that can be leased out to provide more affordable 
accommodation for people wanting to live near the city. The failure to deliver on adding housing stock to the market 
prior to this term has only increased pressure on contractors to build as the crisis worsens. These building contracts 
are folding because of worker shortages, material supply issues and costs. Ninety-four builders have folded, yet 
there has been no action from the government. The government should be embarrassed. 
The housing crisis is impacting every sector of our state, but one of those most impacted is our tourism industry. 
Tourism has been plagued by a lack of workforce accommodation. Tourism is reliant on workers to support that 
industry. The sector has been battling to recover from COVID, and for this sector to flourish, it has to have staff 
and the staff have to live somewhere. It seems pretty basic. When we look at places like Exmouth, we see that it 
is indeed something that has not been addressed. We know there will be a spectacle to behold in Exmouth very soon, 
as it will be set upon the world stage with the upcoming solar eclipse, which I believe will attract tens of thousands 
of people to the member for North West Central’s electorate. She has kindly invited me to Exmouth to look at it. 
I do not know whether any accommodation has been sought yet, apart from a tent, but we are still working on that 
particular matter. We know that the pressures on that community will be great and I hope that adequate measures 
have been put in place to ensure that it can cope with the population swelling to something like eight times its 
usual population. We know that the impact will be felt by communities from Kununurra all the way to Geraldton 
as travellers try to make their way across the state. The tourism industry in the Kimberley is front of mind, as 
operators continue to recover from the one-in-100-year floods that have hit the Kimberley in the last year. What 
I have learnt from our spokesperson on tourism, the member for North West Central, is that that will have a significant 
impact on many communities to the south of the Kimberley because the traditional pattern of movement is for 
people to come into the state via the north, travel down the coast and continue their travels further to the south. 
That flow will be interrupted somewhat by the situation in the Kimberley, so it may be operators not just in the 
Kimberley but elsewhere who will be affected by those floods. The need to get the roads up and running as quickly 
as possible is certainly there. 
In my local area, the community of Lancelin is very concerned at the moment about the future of its tourism industry. 
The Lancelin sand dunes are an iconic attraction, with thousands of adventure enthusiasts travelling to the region 
pretty well every weekend to four-wheel drive and sand board over those sandy dunes. At some point in the future, 
those dunes are set to be carted away as lime sand, which is a valuable resource for farmers to balance the pH levels 
of soil that has been treated with fertiliser. Given the sensitivity of this issue, I believe the Minister for Mines and 
Petroleum and the Minister for Tourism should visit Lancelin to discuss the future of Lancelin directly with the 
community. There is a great deal of concern within the community. I attended a meeting there at the end of January. 
I would say that at least 200 people were in attendance and they directly expressed their concern about the future 
of tourism and the environment in the Lancelin area. I caution to say that the Minister for Mines and Petroleum 
needs to be involved because we need to have access to lime sand into the future. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: I have no power to change anything there, so what would I say if I went? 
Mr R.S. LOVE: The minister could go along and have a listen. 
Mr P.J. Rundle: Show an interest. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: Show an interest at least. It would be nice if the minister could show an interest. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: Okay; I can show an interest, but what action are you asking me to take? 
Mr R.S. LOVE: I would like the minister to have a look at the situation so that he can go back and brief his department. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister! 
Mr W.J. Johnston: I just want to understand this from you: I go there, I look at it and then what do I do? What will 
change for the people of Lancelin after I have looked at the problem? Tell me what will change. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: If the minister had looked at the wheatbelt lime sand strategy that we developed before his 
government came to office, he would probably find those answers. I suggest he grab that and have a look at it. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: Sorry; I still don’t understand. What action are you asking me to take? 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister! 
Mr R.S. LOVE: I am asking you to visit the community and have a talk to those in the local lime sand industry. 

Point of Order 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I would like to hear the contribution continue. The minister is making a substantial number 
of interruptions. 
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr D.A.E. Scaife): There is no point of order. Yes, the minister is making a substantial 
number of interjections, but they are being invited and engaged with by the Leader of the Opposition. I ask both 
parties to allow the debate to continue, with the Leader of the Opposition having the call. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr R.S. LOVE: There needs to be a resolution that benefits all the stakeholders in Lancelin so that there is a future 
for the community and a lime sand source for farmers into the future. 

I turn to the year ahead for the opposition. This year, people can expect to see a team focused on holding this 
government to account for the basics. While the government continues to ignore the cost-of-living crisis, spending its 
time on international apology tours to make up for lost opportunities while the border was shut, we will be discussing 
problems closer to home. We know that the Reserve Bank has now lifted interest rates nine times in a row, which 
is putting incredible stress on householders across the state. There have been the sharpest increases in mortgage 
repayments on record, with repayments on a $500 000 mortgage now increasing by $923 a month, or almost 
$11 000 a year. Mortgage repayments are now 41 per cent higher than they were in April last year.  

A Roy Morgan nationwide report showed an estimated 1.1 million mortgage holders were at risk of mortgage 
stress in the three months to December 2022. For the first time in this cycle of interest rate increases, the proportion 
of mortgage holders now considered at risk is above the long-term average stretching as far back as 2007. Many 
householders have recently stepped, or are about to step, into a world of financial pain as they leave those lower 
fixed interest rate arrangements and are hit with much higher rates. Surely, amid such financial stress and uncertainty, 
now is the time to take action to ensure that Western Australian households are prepared to meet the oncoming 
crisis. Any further increase to fees and charges imposed on households by this government would be an indictment 
of our state. 

We must not forget that while this government gives with one hand, it takes with the other. Providing a one-off 
electricity credit while raising the overall costs to households was not helpful for those households at all. Families 
are taking up buy now, pay later options to afford school necessities. The Foodbank hunger report 2022 found that 
more than 200 000 Western Australian households are forced to skip meals or go without food because they do not 
have enough money. Each week, more than 20 000 Western Australian children go to school hungry because they do 
not have breakfast. More than 116 000 children in Western Australia are living in severely food insecure households 
in a state that has recorded $13 billion in budget surpluses over three years.  

Nobody should go hungry in Australia, let alone in its wealthiest state. In a state that feeds more than 50 other 
countries through grain exports alone, no family should be skipping meals to keep the lights on. It does not add 
up. The number of Western Australians living in poverty is 12.8 per cent, which is up from just 8.7 per cent in 2014, 
while 59 per cent of people who utilise Foodbank have a job. This is a cost-of-living emergency. Households that 
have never engaged with support services have become reliant on them. How, in a state so rich as Western Australia, 
has this come to be? 

Beyond our continued pressure on the government to address the cost-of-living emergency, the opposition will 
focus on the forgotten communities. The Kimberley deserves the best possible chance at recovery from devastating 
floods. Communities right across the north of Western Australia deserve localised and targeted measures to address 
rampant crime. The children in those communities deserve a chance at life unhindered by disadvantage, which has 
worsened under this government. 

The city of Albany deserves the oncology unit that it was promised if it returned a Labor member. Manjimup deserves 
an explanation for the government’s decision to rip its central economic driver from the core of its community. The 
decision to shut down the native forestry industry was backed by a survey completed by people with no connection 
to the industry, region or the consequences. That local community deserves better. 

Regional Western Australia—indeed, all Western Australia—deserves a proper explanation for the Premier’s 
determination to strip away Parliament’s regional representation. This government claims to champion diversity, but 
not diversity of opinion. It should not matter where a person is born, where they start a business or whether they 
choose to be a teacher or a nurse. Whether a person lives in Mullewa or Mandurah, their opportunities and outcomes 
should be equal. 

Although the government continues to run its agenda to diminish the strength and vibrancy of our regional 
communities, at every opportunity those communities band together in the face of adversity. As an example, the 
community resource centre in Mullewa in my electorate has been running the local visitor centre for nearly 
12 years without any government funding. Dedicated staff run the cafe and sell local souvenirs to promote our 
wonderful region. Some 150 people go through its doors each day to learn about the wildflowers and our natural 
attractions thanks to the determination of the CRC team. 

When our regional communities were told that hundreds of Afghan refugees, who were fleeing domestic 
atrocities, were due to land in Australia, they put up their hand to help. The Shire of Plantagenet, which was 
already home to a number of refugees who have now been part of the community for some 20 years, was the first 
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to say that it would welcome the displaced families with open arms—even with scarce accommodation, the shire 
said that it would find a solution to house these families to ensure that they had a home and could become part of 
the community. 
While rates of family and domestic violence continue to increase across the state, some communities are taking 
a stand and trying to find solutions. Finlayson House women’s refuge in Kalgoorlie was presented with a cheque 
for more than $20 000 following a fundraiser by local dance group Heart of Gold Dance Company. These funds 
have been earmarked for a project to build six apartments for women and children seeking help. The remaining 
funds have been stumped up by local mining companies. 
In the recovery efforts across the Kimberley, local Indigenous-led organisations have come together to ensure the 
timely distribution of food and other essentials, while also raising $600 000 in donations. They saw an immediate 
need for on-the-ground coordination and support and stepped in. They are also working to find secure housing for 
those displaced by the waters—no small task amid a housing shortage. 
These are the stories that drive our team. Even in the face of adversity, regional people and regional communities 
find ways to support those around them. While this government continues down the path of diminishing those 
communities, we will find ways to bolster them. We will ensure that the challenges they grapple with every day 
cannot be ignored by this government. 
The work of the opposition is to push for change, challenge decisions and hold the government to account. That is its 
job. It is also its job to be pragmatic and put forward solutions. We might be a small team, but we are big enough to 
hold the government to account. No matter where people live—from Derby to Denmark, Coolgardie to Cannington—
this opposition will make their voices heard. I remind those opposite of the old adage that oppositions do not win 
elections; rather, governments lose them. As this government continues to break the trust of Western Australian 
families, regional communities, business owners, nurses and teachers, its arrogance will come back to bite. 

Amendment to Question 
Mr R.S. LOVE: With that, I therefore move to amend the question before the house. I move — 

That the following words be added after “noted” — 
and that this house notes the McGowan Labor government has abandoned its responsibility to all 
Western Australians and is too arrogant to see how failing to address the cost-of-living emergency 
is hurting Western Australian families 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [1.04 pm]: Sometimes I find the 
Leader of the Opposition’s contributions interesting; unfortunately, this was not one of those occasions. The 
Leader of the Opposition likes to quote Infrastructure Partnerships Australia. He says, “Look at how bad you are 
because Infrastructure Partnerships Australia says you’re bad.” He has done that on a number of occasions. People 
should know what Infrastructure Partnerships Australia is before they take notice of what he says. I will go through 
a selection of Infrastructure Partnerships Australia board members. 
Louise Adams is from Aurecon, a construction business, and Marika Calfas—I apologise if I have mispronounced 
her name—is from NSW Ports. NSW Ports privatised Port Botany and introduced a system that meant that when 
the Port of Newcastle was later privatised, container trade could not occur at Newcastle port without money being 
paid to the owners of Port Botany. It eliminated competition to maximise the price it received for the asset. It was 
not interested in the consumers of New South Wales. It pushed up the costs to New South Wales consumers by 
privatising the port. That is the plan that we defeated at the 2017 election. If there were a Liberal–National government 
in Western Australia now, port privatisation would be back on the road. Other board members include Rob Ward, 
who is from a Japanese bank, and Scott Charlton, who is from Transurban. The Liberal and National Parties introduced 
legislation to this Parliament—it passed through this chamber but was not pursued in the other chamber—to 
introduce road tolls in Western Australia. No wonder Transurban supports the Leader of the Opposition and not the 
Labor Party; toll roads in Western Australia will come about only if people vote for the opposition. Bede Noonan 
is from Acciona, which is a big construction company, and Joanne Spillane is from Macquarie Capital, one of the 
world’s largest privatisation experts.  
No wonder Infrastructure Partnerships Australia board members criticise us. They are owners of various infrastructure 
vehicles and have toll roads all around the world. Rodney Wallis is from the National Australia Bank and 
Shannon Cotter is from EY, a consulting firm that makes money through privatisations. This is a good one and, again, 
I hope I pronounce the name right. Kate Perumal is from White and Case—the member for Cockburn is a lawyer—
but she is not just from White and Case, which is an international global law firm of a high profile and great repute. 
Rather, she is from a specific part of White and Case—its global disputes practice. One of the things that happens 
with privatisations is that it is all about the contract, and the privatisation experts on the private side always know 
more and they come back and dispute the terms of the contract. 
The New South Wales government pays consumers in New South Wales to reimburse them for road tolls. The 
road tolls go up every year above inflation and now the New South Wales government, having crowed about how 
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much money it received after selling its road system, has to take money out of the budget and pass it back to consumers 
because of the privatisation fetish of the Liberal and National Parties. No wonder the Leader of the Opposition 
always quotes the privatisation agenda of Infrastructure Partnerships Australia. It criticises the Western Australian 
government because it will not privatise.  

That is true; we will not privatise, and we wear the criticism of Infrastructure Partnerships Australia as a badge of 
honour because it shows that we are putting the interests of all Western Australians first, unlike the Liberal Party 
and the Nationals WA, which are asking us to put the interests of shareholders first. 

I note that the Leader of the Opposition, the Leader of the Liberal Party and the shadow Treasurer do not understand 
how the budget works. Just as an example, the shadow Treasurer said the other day that the government has had, 
quote, “$20 billion in surpluses” over the last few years. The shadow Treasurer is implying that surpluses are unused 
money. I will make it clear. If you want to pay down debt, you have to run a surplus. If you do not run a surplus, 
that means you will borrow money. I remind everybody that when the Liberal–National government came to power 
in 2008, the government of Western Australia was saving 13¢ for every dollar it collected. It was using that 13¢ either 
to be ready for the future or to build infrastructure. When we came to government, we were spending $1.13 for 
every dollar collected. That was before that money was used to pay for infrastructure. That is why when we came 
to government, the infrastructure build in Western Australia was on a trajectory to collapse. That is why road 
funding was being cut year after year after year.  

If the Liberal–National government had kept going along that pathway, interest payments would have become 
one of the largest items in the budget in the out years. I make it clear: a surplus is an accounting issue about whether 
you are keeping your recurrent expenditure to below your recurrent income. You then need to pay for infrastructure 
after the surplus has been declared. Members opposite are saying that the surplus is too big. That means that they 
believe we should borrow money to build infrastructure. We use the surplus to pay for infrastructure and to retire 
the debt that was left to us by the former Liberal–National government. 

Members opposite also criticise our government for being responsible for the cost-of-living pressures in 
Western Australia. As the Premier has constantly pointed out to members opposite, we all understand the cost-of-living 
pressures that people in Western Australia are facing for the various reasons discussed in the media. We are 
keeping our government charges to the lowest level that we possibly can. We have seen the crocodile tears from 
the Leader of the Opposition. In the eight years of the Liberal–National government, the price of electricity increased 
by 93 per cent. We have kept the cost of electricity down. When we take into account the two one-off electricity 
credits for households, the cost of electricity for households in Western Australia is lower than it was before we 
came into government. Western Australia is the only state that has kept control of electricity prices. We need only 
to look at the chaos in the electricity system on the east coast, with 30 to 50 per cent increases in costs. I am told by 
people in industry that Western Australia has the lowest cost natural gas in the whole of the OECD.  

I say that again. Western Australia has the lowest cost natural gas in the whole of the OECD. The cost is certainly 
much lower than it is on the east coast. We appreciate the tough times people are facing at the moment. That is why 
we are keeping electricity prices to a very modest level, unlike the former Liberal–National government that increased 
electricity prices by more than 90 per cent. When we take into account the one-off electricity credits, we see that 
the cost of electricity has fallen. 

We understand the need to focus on keeping costs under control and we will continue to do our best to do that. It 
is not as though we have increased land tax by $1.5 billion, as was done by the Liberal and National Parties when 
in government. It is not as though we have cut off 2 500 customers from their water supply, as the member for 
Central Wheatbelt did when she was Minister for Water. We have capped public transport fees. That somehow has 
been completely ignored by members opposite. We know that because of the way the housing system works, 
people pushed to the edge of the suburbs have the highest public transport fees. We have eliminated that problem 
by capping public transport fees, with a $3 000 saving for a person who lives in Mandurah, for example. I suppose 
it is just the Liberal–National Party hatred for anything that will assist in fighting climate change, such as public 
transport. We know that opposition members do not know believe in taking action on climate change. We see 
that again with their embracing of coal for future energy supply. I will make it clear. Coal-fired power stations are 
not being closed because of the climate agenda. They are being closed because they are no longer functioning in 
Western Australia’s electricity system.  

We cannot make money out of a coal-fired power station by running it between December and March and 
effectively closing it for the remainder of the year, which is what is happening at the moment. Members should 
look at the published figures on this. That is not the way to use a coal-fired power station. Between September and 
November 2021, for six weeks the Collie coal-fired power station was not switched on once. That had nothing to 
do with coal supply. It was because the operation of the power station could not fit into the electricity system.  

That is why we have a carefully managed and sensible process to transition from coal. That includes support for 
the township and residents of Collie, and the coal industry workforce. However, that transition process has now 
been completely rejected. That is ironic. The former Liberal–National government promised to shut everything 
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down in three years. It said that the whole thing would be gone by 2025. Opposition members are now saying that 
the coal-fired power stations should remain in operation. Members opposite are the goldfish of politics: they forget 
what happened yesterday. 
The reason that Western Australians supported the government at the last election so strongly is that they know 
that they have in Premier Mark McGowan a leader who understands the needs of the community. They know they 
have a leader who listens and responds to the demands that the community makes on him. They know they have 
a leader who makes decisions only after carefully considering them and making sure that they will benefit the 
community. That is why the people of Western Australia endorsed the Premier at the last election. 
It is interesting to hear members opposite attack this government over arrogance. They are sitting in this chamber 
with only six members and telling everybody that they will be in government at the next election. What arrogance! 
They have the arrogance to believe that they do not need to do any work and come up with any policies or budget 
plans. They think they can say whatever they like, no matter what the truth is, and get away with it. I have never 
seen an opposition as arrogant as this opposition. Opposition members have no funded and costed policies. They 
have no policies that explain how things could be done better. They have only a couple of glib lines. We only need 
to look at what the member for Moore has done for the people of Lancelin. He came into this chamber and said he 
bleeds for them, but when I asked him what action he wants us to take—does he want sand mining to be stopped 
or to continue—he could not tell me. Given that the Minister for Energy has no power to overturn approvals that 
have already been given, what is the member for Moore asking me to do on behalf of his constituents? The problem 
with the member for Moore is that he is too arrogant to do the real work. He thinks that he deserves to be the 
Premier of this state. 
Mr R.S. Love interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Is the member saying that he does not want to be the Premier? 
Mr R.S. Love interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Is the member saying that he does want to be the Premier? The problem is that this person 
thinks that he should be the Premier of the state of Western Australia when he does have a single policy that he would 
implement if he was in government—not a single policy, no funding, no plan, and no ideas. He is so arrogant — 
Mr R.S. Love interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms R.S. Stephens): Leader of the Opposition, please stop interjecting. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: He thinks he can be the Premier, without doing the work. He thinks he deserves to be the 
Premier of this state, but he wants to represent only the people who live outside Perth. He wants to be the Premier 
of this state, yet he has no agenda for the benefit of our community. 
Under the leadership of Premier McGowan, we are carefully working through all the challenges in this state, and 
we know there are many. Many of those challenges come from the success of this state, because we have such a strong 
mining industry. Do members remember, back in 2017, the opposition spending three hours in this chamber saying 
that the mining industry would collapse in WA because of the Labor government? It has never been stronger. We 
have the largest workforce in the history of the state, the largest investment in the history of the state, more success 
with commodities than ever in the history of the state and more downstream processing than at any time in the 
history of the state. That is all leading to worker challenges; we all know that. My agencies have been impacted 
by those worker challenges, as have many others. But we have a government that is carefully working through 
those issues—listening to the advice of the private sector, listening to the advice of the public service and listening 
to the community. It is not being arrogant, unlike the member for Moore, who thinks he should be Premier but will 
not tell us why.  
He thinks he could do a better job than the current Premier, but cannot tell us what that would look like. He has no 
budget process in place. He thinks that the budget surplus is spare money that is not used and is kept in a cupboard. 
He does not understand that the surplus pays for infrastructure and is used to pay down the debt run up by the 
Liberal Party and the National Party. He still supports privatisation; he comes in here and quotes Infrastructure 
Partnerships Australia. How arrogant can he be? How many times do the people of Western Australia need to 
reject privatisation before the Liberal Party and the National Party listen? Remember, if the member for Moore 
were in government now, Western Power would be in private hands. Let us not forget that. This is an arrogant 
opposition that is not listening, not doing any work, and thinks it can just cruise in without telling people what its 
agenda is. 
I am pleased that we have such strong leadership in Premier McGowan. I am pleased that Premier McGowan 
listens to Western Australians. I have been with him to most parts of the state and I have seen him interact with 
people. I have never before met a politician who people will wait in the street to talk to. Nobody else wants to do 
that. I know there is probably jealousy from members on the other side of the chamber. They know that this is an 
effective government that is delivering for the needs of this state and providing strong and stable leadership under 
Premier McGowan. 
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I have been to many regional cabinet meetings. I have been to Collie; I did not go to Geraldton—sorry, member 
for Geraldton! 

Ms L. Dalton: No! 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I have been to Port Hedland; Karratha; Broome; Kalgoorlie; Margaret River, in the member 
for Warren-Blackwood’s electorate; Nannup; Donnybrook; Bunbury — 

Mr P.C. Tinley: Coolbellup? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Coolbellup! Even I would not go there! 

The point is that I have been across regional Western Australia with the Premier and I have seen the way the 
community responds to him. I have been to Esperance with the Premier. 

Mr P.J. Rundle: Have you been to Mullewa? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: That is the problem. Opposition members arrogantly think they can just make these 
ridiculous claims, because they are jealous. They are jealous of the success of this government. They are jealous that 
we have been able to control the budget, yet still deliver for the community. They are jealous that we have not 
increased taxes, unlike under the previous government, which increased land tax by $1.5 billion. However, we have 
still been able to deliver expenditure on health, education and community services such as the Western Australia 
Police Force and the Department of Communities.  

That is what they are jealous about. They are jealous of the success of Western Australia. They do not want to 
admit that Western Australia actually has the most successful economy, certainly in Australia, and potentially in 
the world. They are jealous of the fact that our policies work. Their real complaint is not that our policies are not 
succeeding; they are jealous because our policies are succeeding. They are also jealous of the fact that we have in 
the Premier the best leader that Western Australia could ever want. 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [1.24 pm]: I can confirm that I am not jealous 
of Minister Johnston in any way, shape or form, but I would like to congratulate the Leader of the Opposition on 
his wideranging reply to the Premier’s Statement. To be honest, the minister has missed the mark because we have 
a Premier who is out of touch. Some of the elements of the amendment moved by the Leader of the Opposition, 
the member for Moore, are very important to our communities. It is all about cost of living. The minister branched 
off on a number of subjects but he did not actually address the amendment, which states — 

… that the McGowan Labor government has abandoned its responsibility to all Western Australians because 
it is too arrogant to see how its failure to address the cost-of-living emergency is hurting Western Australian 
families 

We have a broken health system, violent crime that is out of control, a housing crisis, and Western Australians 
struggling to pay their bills, while the McGowan government sits on a huge pile of money. That does not add up. 
The McGowan government has failed to deliver over the past six years, with projects blowing out in time and budget. 
The government needs to get back to basics. The public wants to see projects, not press conferences, and it wants 
to see relief for our WA families. 

I think this will be a telling year. As I said yesterday, cracks are starting to appear in the McGowan government 
as people realise that the Premier does not have any answers to questions about the standard of living that 
Western Australians are now facing. It is the opposition’s responsibility to the people of Western Australia to 
highlight the issues facing them, which are outcomes of the actions of the McGowan government. 

The Premier will tell people that all is well and that he is handling the issues, but I ask people to look around them 
and see where it has all gone wrong. I refer to a quote by William Glasser: “The ultimate use of power is to empower 
others.” That is what the Premier needs to think about. The Premier is holding onto power so tightly that he has 
forgotten about the state and the people he represents. He has forgotten that the position he holds can be used for 
good and that people should not miss out on the basics of life. As I said, we have a Premier who has the notion 
that “I know best”. I do not have any cause to think that the Premier is open to discussion or expert opinion, and 
that is the most troubling thing about this government. 

There is a severe systemic crisis happening in WA, and we know there is not going to be an easy fix. There is 
a perfect storm looming, and it has already landed, with cost-of-living pressures causing enormous stress on families 
and communities. We have rising mortgage rates, as the Leader of the Opposition said—nine rate changes in a row. 
We have a very tight housing market; increases in utility charges; and an ongoing crisis in our health system, 
culminating in a situation to which almost no-one in WA is immune. It is incredibly important for families to be 
able to afford the extras, like sport for their children, but with the cost of essentials taking priority, a generation of 
children may never know the benefit of sport, let alone school camps. What used to be accepted as affordable is 
now seen as a luxury and taken off the list—supplies for schooling, sport and recreation, holidays and even allied 
health care. 
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I go back to the crux of the motion moved by the Leader of the Opposition. Anglicare and Foodbank are reporting 
overwhelming numbers of people seeking assistance. Homelessness is in the papers every day and there are people 
who cannot find a rental, let alone afford to rent. These are people who have never previously accessed help. In 
a state that prides itself on an unemployment rate of just 3.5 per cent last December, and an excessive state budget 
surplus, how can we accept that 9 000 people are experiencing homelessness every night? The waitlist for housing 
is more than two years; those figures come from Shelter WA. There is a steady increase in the number of people 
experiencing homelessness and accessing Shelter WA services. The number has increased from 2 252 clients per 
month in 2017 to 3 131 clients per month in 2022; that is a 39 per cent increase.  

Across WA, Anglicare helps over 70 000 people—more than ever before. Anglicare provides emergency relief; 
assistance with education needs; clothing and household essentials; and support, counselling and advocacy for 
those living through domestic violence, poverty and homelessness. These figures are too high for a state with 
such wealth and the capacity to help those in need. According to Foodbank, in the last 12 months, more than 
116 000 Western Australian children lived in severely food-insecure households and 208 000 households went 
hungry due to a lack of funds. Of those food-insecure households, 59 per cent had someone working, yet they still 
could not keep up with the cost of living. The rising cost of living is the most common reason that people in Australia 
are struggling to put food on the table.  

We are not talking about luxuries here; these are basics—food and shelter. This government is failing tens of 
thousands of Western Australians who cannot afford these necessities. How is this happening in our state? The 
living cost indexes measure the price change of goods and services and the effect on living expenses of selected 
household types. Employee households recorded the largest quarterly rise, at 3.2 per cent, since the September 
2000 quarter. When we look at mortgage rates, 23 per cent of households in WA with mortgages experienced food 
insecurity in the past 12 months. Last week, the Reserve Bank once again warned home owners that there is more 
pain to come. 

I will look at examples in my electorate of Esperance. A financial adviser in my electorate sees many people across 
all walks of life who are seeking advice on money management, but he has never seen a storm of this magnitude 
of families in crisis, just trying to get through every day. Key points he made are that homelessness is increasing; 
the lack of public housing or rentals is leading to more people couch surfing or living in cars; rentals are being 
re-leased at much higher prices, making them inaccessible for people on low or medium incomes; increased interest 
rates are impacting household expenditure; and the level of debt is higher and climbing. He is giving more 
referrals to help people pay for their utilities through St Vincent de Paul Society’s Power Assist program, 
a hardship utilities grant support partnership with Horizon Power. Emergency relief payments through Vinnies have 
evaporated in Esperance. There was a branch in Kalgoorlie, but since that service was withdrawn from Kalgoorlie, 
the metropolitan-based Vinnies branches do not even call back people in the regions. I also want to talk about shelter 
providers in my electorate. Esperance care providers have shared with me that emergency relief, such as food 
hampers and vouchers for food and household goods, has increased by 30 per cent compared with this time last year. 
A provider has spent 70 per cent more in grants and funds to provide support than at the same time last year. That 
gives a bit of a summary of some of the things that are happening in my electorate. 

I give the Premier his due: when he is faced with an avalanche of information from experts, he remains steadfast 
in his opinion. As I pointed out, we saw that recently with the situation at Banksia Hill Detention Centre. The Premier 
needs to sit down, start listening and start realising what is going on around him. More international students are 
going to come into the state and we have concerns about housing for them as well. I know that in many regional areas 
that are lucky enough to have a doctor, it takes at least three weeks to get an appointment. I know of people in my 
electorate who are just not bothering to ring for an appointment and will either self-medicate or not seek treatment 
at all. I know of many who are not seeking allied health care for themselves or their families because the wait time 
is too long or they simply cannot afford the treatment or the travel to Perth for health care. The WA Country Health 
Service tabled some concerning figures in Parliament in 2022 about wait times for regional children to see 
a psychologist or an audiologist. Wait times can be up to a year in the Pilbara and up to six months in the great 
southern. I am interested to know how these figures will be improved by the McGowan government this year, and 
whether the Premier would find those wait times acceptable for metropolitan children. 

There is a crossover between health and housing. As the member for Central Wheatbelt said yesterday, how can 
we expect our teaching professionals, nursing professionals, health professionals and their families to come to the 
regions when we do not have adequate housing to draw them into those regional towns? That is a real element that 
the McGowan government needs to address. I am very concerned about that scenario. I really do want the Premier 
to listen to our concerns. The cost of living is going to be a massive issue for not just this state but also all of 
Australia. This is the opportunity for the Premier to use his power for good. It is a chance for him to release his 
budget surpluses and ease the pressure on Western Australian families now. He needs to act fast. He needs to really 
focus on WA families. I do not know why he is hanging on so tightly to the surplus, but I am sure the people of WA 
would like to know. On behalf of the people of WA, I very much support the amendment moved by the Leader of 
the Opposition about the cost of living. 
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Division 

Amendment put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Ms R.S. Stephens) casting her vote with the noes, with 
the following result — 

Ayes (5) 

Ms M.J. Davies Mr R.S. Love Ms M. Beard (Teller)  
Dr D.J. Honey Mr P.J. Rundle  

 

Noes (43) 

Mr S.N. Aubrey Ms M.J. Hammat Mr D.R. Michael Ms J.J. Shaw 
Mr G. Baker Ms J.L. Hanns Mr K.J.J. Michel Ms R.S. Stephens 
Ms L.L. Baker Mr T.J. Healy Mr S.A. Millman Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr M. Hughes Ms L.A. Munday Dr K. Stratton 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr W.J. Johnston Mrs L.M. O’Malley Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke Mr H.T. Jones Mr P. Papalia Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr D.J. Kelly Mr S.J. Price Ms C.M. Tonkin 
Ms L. Dalton Ms E.J. Kelsbie Mr D.T. Punch Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms D.G. D’Anna Dr J. Krishnan Mr J.R. Quigley Ms S.E. Winton 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr M. McGowan Ms R. Saffioti Ms C.M. Rowe (Teller) 
Ms K.E. Giddens Ms S.F. McGurk Ms A. Sanderson  

            
Pair 

Ms L. Mettam Mr Y. Mubarakai 

Amendment thus negatived. 

Consideration Resumed 

MS K.E. GIDDENS (Bateman) [1.42 pm]: Before I add my contribution to this debate, I say a very happy birthday 
to my niece Scarlett, who is 16 years of age today. I cannot be with Scarlett, but I am very proud of her and everything 
that she is achieving. She is a very fine young woman, and I know that she has ambitions to be both a paediatrician 
and a member of Parliament. 

Ms J.J. Shaw: Don’t do it! 

Ms K.E. GIDDENS: Ha-ha! Yes. I have high hopes for her. Of course, I will indoctrinate her in the ways of the 
Labor Party. 

I would also like to acknowledge the visit today by two year 6 groups from Corpus Christi College; I thank them for 
visiting Parliament. Perhaps the next group of members was amongst them. I encourage all schools in my electorate 
to take up the offer to visit Parliament, as the education team here is outstanding and does a wonderful job. Please 
contact me and take up that offer. 

When I was a teacher, I regularly engaged in evaluation—of course, evaluating student performance, evaluating 
peer performance and my colleagues, evaluating school performance, and probably most importantly, self-evaluating. 
The member for Collie–Preston is here, and she knows that that is a really important part of good professional 
practice as a teacher. Teachers ask ourselves the questions: Am I meeting the needs of my students? Am I doing it 
in an evidence-based way? Am I getting the outcomes that I set out to achieve? In that vein, two years into the 
parliamentary term, it is probably appropriate for me to reflect on my time here in Parliament, and in particular on 
what I said I would do when I started in this role. Broadly, I categorise my role into two areas—my role here in 
Parliament and my role as a local member. They support each other and are related to each other, but I will treat 
them a little bit distinctly in my evaluation. 

As part of the McGowan government, I have been extremely proud of the legislation we have passed, the policies 
we have enacted and the priorities we fund. I list some that come to mind. The police workers’ compensation bill 
was an outstanding achievement and something that police have been calling for in Western Australia for decades, 
and it finally passed last year in this Parliament. I list ending native forest logging, phasing out single-use plastics 
and retiring the state-owned coal-fired power stations by 2030 with a real plan. The member for Collie–Preston is 
here, and she knows the work to transition that has been going on for years in that community. Also on my list are 
investing in the electric vehicle–charging networks that will be required, bringing railcar manufacturing back to 
Western Australia, protecting the critical wetlands of Bibra Lake, preventing the harassment of women who are 
accessing medical procedures through the safe access zones legislation, creating five million hectares of new national 
and marine parks, and supporting record numbers of apprentices and trainees with fee-subsidised TAFE. Of course, 
in my other role on the Community Development and Justice Standing Committee, we handed down the ‘Enough is 
enough’: Sexual harassment against women in the FIFO mining industry report that shone a light on the systemic 
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failure to provide a safe working place for women in the resources industry, and really set a clear framework for the 
future of that industry to address those failures and enable women to participate fully in the economic opportunities 
that industry represents to Western Australia. 

In my inaugural speech, I said that one of the opportunities Western Australia has is to leverage off the economic, 
industrial and intellectual capacity of the $115 billion-a-year resources industry to support the emergence of new 
industries in Western Australia. To that end, I have been driving around the backstreets of Bibra Lake and the 
neighbouring electorate of Willagee with the member for Willagee, looking at some of the incredible industries in 
that area so close to my electorate of Bateman. I recently visited ChemX Materials, which is making high-grade—
will the member for Willagee help me out? 

Mr P.C. Tinley: Magnesium. 

Ms K.E. GIDDENS: Magnesium! Thank you very much. Magnesium is a very critical element in our transition 
to battery technology. This very high-tech process is taking place right here in Bibra Lake. We also got to meet 
Jacob Richardson and Pasaka Otiob, both Curtin University students. Jacob is studying chemical engineering and 
Pasaka is studying chemistry. These are examples of the high-tech and skilled jobs that Western Australia is well 
positioned for in the transition to net zero. 

Another industry that we visited was a company that makes vanadium batteries, which again are an important 
consideration for the electrification of our grid, households, cars and transport network. Lithium, of course, is 
a material that people would be familiar with as being required for batteries, but vanadium is also an effective 
storage material and particularly good for the kind of storage required for household power packs, for example. It 
provides an alternative to lithium and, again, is being developed and manufactured right here in Bibra Lake in 
Western Australia.  

Last week, I was able to go to an AmCham event on space at which there was an incredible excitement and 
contributions were made about what Western Australia offers to NASA and the international space program. A huge 
focus is on not only the major projects in Western Australia that support that, but also its entire supply chain, including 
Western Australian businesses. Even if a business is not placed at the high-tech end of that industry, it might be 
able to provide the electrical work or the software required. A range of industries are involved. That is a very exciting 
development for Western Australia. 

When I first started in my role as a local member, I said I would do three things. The first was to deliver my local 
commitments. The second was to contribute to the McGowan government’s priorities, and I have just addressed 
some of the ways in which I believe I have achieved that. The third was to be a hardworking and accessible member. 
I made 15 election commitments and I am really excited to say that 13 have been fully delivered. Of the remaining 
commitments, one is due to be completed any moment now. Construction on one of my commitments will start in 
March. The design phase of a $1.5 million STEM commitment at Applecross Senior High School is now complete. 
Another commitment to Mt Pleasant and Melville Cares has been repurposed. The City of Melville is no longer 
going to support the building upgrades, but its funding will be used to create and activate the public open space. That 
is a really exciting and worthwhile repurposing of that election commitment. I look forward to that being delivered 
as well. Other funding and grants have also been delivered. STEM boost funding has been provided to Winthrop, 
Kardinya, Bateman, Brentwood and Ardross Primary Schools. Classroom administration areas have been upgraded 
at Applecross and Booragoon Primary Schools. Solar panels have been provided to Applecross Senior High School 
and Mt Pleasant and Bateman Primary Schools. 

I will also refer to a number of major commitments and upgrades around road infrastructure. In terms of listening 
to my electorate when I was first elected, one of the things I did was to put out a community survey. I got an amazing 
response from the community, and I thank those who shared their priorities with me. One of the issues that came 
up was around trucks on Leach Highway. Leach Highway has been a political issue that the Liberal Party made out 
of Roe 8 and 9. It took it to two elections and the people absolutely said no to its proposal for constructing a major 
thoroughfare through a wetlands area. However, the people in my electorate have told me that they would like the 
Leach Highway issue to be addressed. The McGowan government has taken immediate action in that regard and 
created a longer term plan that the Minister for Transport, who has just walked in, knows about with the construction 
of an outer harbour, the planning for which is well underway.  

As an immediate response to the Leach Highway issue, millions of dollars has been spent on improving the safety 
and congestion along that stretch of road. For example, $2.6 million has been spent on various lane upgrades 
including Rome Road, Norma Road, Murdoch Drive, Marshall Road and Winthrop Drive. This will enable traffic 
to move more smoothly and to avoid the congestion at those intersections with Leach Highway. The upgrade to the 
Leach Highway–Norma Road intersection cost $770 000. The upgrade to the Leach Highway–Moolyeen Road 
intersection has just been completed as we speak and amounted to a commitment of $3 million. The Leach Highway–
Webb Street intersection in Bull Creek has also been upgraded. It sits just over the boundary of my electorate and 
into my friend the member for Riverton’s electorate—of course, congestion does not stop at the boundary of an 
electorate. All those contributions will improve the flow of traffic along Leach Highway. People will still say: 
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what about the trucks? The McGowan government’s significant investment in freight on rail has taken tens of 
thousands of freight and truck movements off Leach Highway. But the longer term plan, as I have already said, is 
to build the outer harbour. Members can be sure that I will watch with great interest and advocate for the progression 
of that infrastructure to permanently provide a solution for trucks driving on Leach Highway into the future. 
I am also really proud to support the champions of the electorate of Bateman. These are people who go about doing 
what they do every single day without the need for public recognition. They quietly work in the P&Cs or put their 
hand up to raise money for charity. I would like to take a brief moment to acknowledge those people. I cannot 
acknowledge them all, but I want to give a shout-out to some of them. Ken Farmer is from Winthrop. Following his 
own experience with prostate cancer, he now rides every year in the Tour De Gracetown. He raises money for prostate 
cancer and is a lot fitter than I am. Well done, Ken, for your contribution. After her own experience with breast 
cancer, every year Michelle Wright has created her own fundraising events. This year it was a large ball, which 
the member for Warren–Blackwood attended, to raise money for cancer.  
There are also some very talented juniors in my electorate. Lenny Golding represented Western Australia in baseball. 
Gemma Golding—yes, from the same family—was a ninja warrior and was due to represent Western Australia in 
Canberra. Unfortunately, it happened during the COVID pandemic and I do not think that Gemma got to make the 
trip. Nevertheless, she has great athletic potential and I am sure we will see her representing WA either as a ninja 
warrior or in another sport. I am sure that Aiden Chan is going to get into the pro-tennis circuit. I think that he also 
wants to be a doctor, so he might have a conflict there, but what an amazing talent. Benji Norris from Applecross 
Senior High School sailed on the Leeuwin. Xavier Bell is a young man in my electorate who recognised that there 
were no street libraries in his area, so he wrote to me saying that he wanted to build a street library and asked me 
what I thought. I said that it was a great idea and, with a contribution from the Melville Community Men’s Shed, 
he built a street library that is now functioning in his neighbourhood. I wanted to give these local champions 
a shout-out for what they have done. In the two years that I have been the member for Bateman, well over 100 projects 
or community groups have received funding support. I am very proud of that sort of achievement. 
During my time listening to local commitments and concerns, an issue that arose last year was that the City of 
Melville, at some time in the past, had rezoned a public open space to residential zoning. When this was discovered, 
the community was rightly very concerned that the local parks that they had loved and attended and whose children 
had played in, were under significant risk. Being state-owned land, it required the Minister for Planning to overrule 
the zoning decision, but, before doing so, she made the very prudent decision to take the advice of the relevant 
ministers who controlled that land. That move was interpreted by some in the community as us not having an interest 
in the rezoning of that land, but nothing could have been further from the truth. The members for Bicton and Willagee, 
my electorate neighbours, and I engaged with the community on that issue. With the strong support of the community 
and the Minister for Planning, we were able to get those parks rezoned so that they could be protected for future 
generations. This is an example of listening and then responding to the needs of community. As the member for 
Bateman, I have been proud to deliver these outcomes for my community. 
The Minister for Planning seems to have to deal with a lot of the good issues. Another current issue in my 
electorate that is of concern to people, particularly in the areas of Applecross and Mt Pleasant, is the review of the 
Canning Bridge activity centre plan. In response to the concerns raised with me by some members of the community, 
I took it upon myself to doorknock over 700 homes in Mt Pleasant and 500 homes in Applecross to ask whether 
this was an issue about which they were concerned. The overwhelming feedback was that members of the community 
felt that the existing Canning Bridge activity centre plan enacted by the City of Melville in 2015 had failed to 
deliver the kinds of outcomes that the community had expected from the increase in density. They acknowledged 
a need for increased density and the need for a vibrant community. They wanted good amenity. They wanted the 
things that make living in Applecross and Mt Pleasant to be protected—the beautiful trees, the access to the river and 
the lifestyle enjoyed by people in that electorate. It is fair to say that the existing Canning Bridge activity centre plan 
had some gaps in it that enabled some areas to experience some unintended consequences. 
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 270.] 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
PERTH PARKING MANAGEMENT ACT — REFORM 

18. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the announcement yesterday about the proposed changes to the Perth Parking Management Act and the 
Perth parking levy. 
(1) Noting that $200 million is sitting idle in the Perth parking levy account, and that the current tax is close 

to $1 200, will the state government freeze the current rate of the Perth parking levy to provide immediate 
cost-of-living relief to customers and families visiting the CBD? 

(2) Who was consulted ahead of yesterday’s announcement, and did this include the City of Perth? 
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Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for that question. 
(1)–(2) I am interested to see that the National Party is very focused on the Perth CBD. Obviously, its strategy of 

going to densely populated areas is now focused on the CBD. I will make a couple of comments. Under this 
government, the Perth parking levy has increased by 6.7 per cent over six years. Each year, it has been 
either frozen or indexed with the CPI. Under the former government, the numbers varied. Some people 
have calculated that the levy increased by over 1 000 per cent. We calculated that over the last five years, 
the former government increased it by over 80 per cent. We have kept the levy increases to either CPI or 
below. Let us say that it has been seven per cent over six years. 
The second point is that the City of Perth actually increased its parking fees this year by up to 25 per cent. 
That was not us. It was not the state government; it was the City of Perth. 
In relation to the issues that have been raised, I will make four key points. The first issue is that I have had 
many people saying that we should have differential rates. We have the core of the CBD, but the Perth 
parking area stretches over to more than the core CBD. Some say that there should be differential rates 
because some on the outer core do not get the same public transport benefits as those in the core CBD. 
However, that is not possible to do under the current legislation. 
The second point is that COVID came and small businesses and other businesses wanted relief from the 
levy because, basically, no-one was going into the city anyway, so they asked for it to be waived, but there 
was no mechanism under the legislation to allow that. I had to do that through administrative purposes, so 
these scope of changes include giving the minister the ability to waive the levy. I think that is a good thing. 
The Causeway Bridge is an example of the third point. Everyone would argue that the Causeway Bridge 
will be one of the best bits of infrastructure we deliver for accessibility and travelling into the city. Under 
the existing regime, if the infrastructure or services fall outside that area, they cannot be funded. Therefore, 
we could fund half of the bridge. Under the current legislation, we could fund the part of the bridge that 
ends in the middle of the Swan River. As a result, it makes a lot of sense to have more flexibility with 
interconnecting councils. 
The fourth point is about the scope. I will give this example. Perth Concert Hall has significant damage. 
For years upon years, revenue was collected from the Perth Concert Hall car park not by the state, but by 
the City of Perth. It was in charge of managing Perth Concert Hall. As part of the Perth City Deal, we 
took over the management of Perth Concert Hall, and we are looking at how we can rebuild it. We are 
propping up the car park at the moment because there was no investment in that very significant cultural 
asset. What does that cultural asset do? It provides a venue for artists and creates activity and vibrancy. 
Currently, the car park is being propped up because there had been no investment year upon year. Yes, 
we want to look at the scope and make sure that we have the capacity to fund these types of cultural and 
other assets that benefit the community. I think that is a positive thing. 
I have heard some of the claims that have been made. I am glad that the Nationals WA believes we should 
be spending more money in the city at the expense of the country. I will make this point: there are a lot 
of funds with money in them, but do members know what? The whole concept of this government is that 
we do not spend every bit of revenue that comes in because if we did, we would be in deficit. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: That is right; by definition. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: By definition. What I announced yesterday was a policy change. I said that we would be drafting 
legislation and that I wanted to consult with key stakeholders, but all these people have gone over the top and are 
saying that because of the change today we can fund the expansion of public transport in Gosnells. They are some 
of the claims that are being made that the Leader of the Opposition is hitching his little cart to. If that is what 
he wants to do, that is fine. But do members know what? I will tell the people of Kalbarri and Geraldton that the 
National Party believes we should be spending more in the CBD at the expense of the regions, because that is what 
the Leader of the Opposition is saying. 

PERTH PARKING MANAGEMENT ACT — REFORM 

19. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Transport: 
I have a supplementary question. Will the minister table the proposed new boundaries for the Perth parking levy 
and will the minister also table the expected criteria that eligible projects will need to meet? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I will make two points about that. The first point is that we do not have the criteria yet because we are out for 
consultation. That is the point. 
Mr R.S. Love interjected. 
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Ms R. SAFFIOTI: No, we do not have the criteria because we are out to consult. That is what I have said. I wrote 
that in the letter to the mayor. I said that we are really keen to work together to establish those criteria. I think he 
wants more lighting. Great. I would expect that feedback. 
The second point concerns the area. The Causeway was one example, and another is the purple CAT to UWA. 
Everyone loves the purple CAT and claimed credit for it. But do members know what the problem with the purple 
CAT was? It was that the boundary could not facilitate the purple CAT going to Nedlands, so we had to adjust the 
boundary enough to allow the vehicle to go along the road but not enough to capture the commercial businesses 
because otherwise they would be subject to the levy. We did not want new people being subject to the levy, just 
as we did not want to happen in Victoria Park. We had to construct boundaries that followed the footpath and be 
careful not to change the boundaries to capture other areas because then the businesses would be subject to the 
levy. We do not think it is sensible to keep doing that. The member for Nedlands has raised with me the expansion 
of the CAT bus into Subiaco. As we continue to develop Subiaco East, the people of Subiaco might want to expand 
the CAT bus into Subiaco. I think that is a good thing. Does the Leader of the Opposition support that? I think the 
Leader of the Opposition is after a densely populated area. 
Mr R.S. Love: Put on the table what you are actually proposing. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: A lot of density and a lot of development is coming to Subiaco, for example. The member for 
Nedlands has already raised this with me. She has asked whether under these new changes we could support a new 
CAT bus extension into Subiaco. That is a valid comment, but if we were to do it now, we would have to make all 
the businesses liable for the levy. As a result, one of the things I am saying is that we have put out the policy and 
then we want to consult about the detail of the boundaries and the interconnected inner-city governments. All those 
things are within scope. We want to consult. I am sure that the Minister for Culture and the Arts is very keen for 
more things to be supported. I am sure a lot of members have things they want supported. Subiaco is an example. 
We could extend a new CAT bus service into Subiaco, but we cannot do that currently unless we make the entirety 
of Rokeby Road and Roberts Road subject to the levy. They are the issues that we are trying to deal with. I think that 
is a sensible thing to do. I will say again that I wrote to the mayor yesterday saying, “This is the announcement and 
this is the policy. We welcome your feedback. We want to sit down and work with you on this.” That is what we 
want to do. We wanted to announce the policy and then work through the detail with people about what should be 
included within the scope. I think that is entirely reasonable to do. As I said, if people do not want to be involved 
and want to throw stones, that is fine. This is part of being in government. There are the people who want to participate 
in getting great outcomes and those who do not. I am into getting great outcomes. I have the door open. I welcome 
comments. The member for Nedlands has already taken the opportunity to grab me about what a CAT bus could do 
for Subiaco, and I think that is a great initiative that we could try to incorporate. They are the great ideas that we 
can incorporate. Like I said, my door is open. I welcome the discussion. But if people want to start attacking things 
that do not exist, I am sorry; that is their issue not mine. If members want to attack something that I have not said 
or things that are not happening, that to me does not sound like a reasonable approach to policymaking in this state. 

CORONAVIRUS — GOVERNMENT RESPONSE — REVIEW 
20. Dr J. KRISHNAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s successful management of the COVID-19 pandemic in Western Australia. 
(1) Can the Premier update the house on how the independent review into Western Australia’s COVID-19 

response will prepare WA for future pandemics? 
(2) Can the Premier advise the house how WA’s soft landing has paved the way for tourism events to flourish? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Riverton for the question. 
(1)–(2) Obviously, it has been a long three years dealing with COVID, but the state has done incredibly well and 

had some of the best public health and economic outcomes in the world, probably the best outcomes of 
anywhere in the world, including world-leading vaccination rates. But now that the state of emergency is 
well over and now that we have the opportunity to reflect, a few weeks ago, we appointed an independent 
review committee to look at our response to COVID so that we can get the learnings from this experience 
over the last few years, compile them and provide a blueprint, if you like, of what to do and what not to 
do, potentially, in the future when another pandemic comes along, as inevitably it will. Those three people 
include Hon John Day, former Minister for Health in the last government and a dentist—we have to 
remember a dentist is a well-respected medical professional—Emeritus Professor Margaret Seares, AO, 
and Dr Michael Schaper, who is an economic expert. They will look at all aspects and report back and 
we will learn the lessons for the future. I understand that we are the only government in Australia at this 
point in time that has undertaken these steps. 
It is now around 12 months since we lifted the border arrangements and as has been commented on, 
and I read about it today, we have had an incredible last week of events and activity in Western Australia. 
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We had Sting, the Red Hot Chili Peppers, Fringe World, the Perth Festival and the Ultimate Fighting 
Championship, which is mixed martial arts. Of course, that was possible only because we allowed for the 
Octagon so that those activities could be conducted without participants falling out of the ring, which 
reversed the silly position of the last government. That involved 9 000 people visiting from the eastern 
states, who were ticketed. I am also advised thousands of people came just to be part of the excitement. 
They came from the east, stayed in hotels and I assume spent large amounts of money in hotels. They came 
over to be part of it. Many thousands of tickets sold for that event at RAC Arena. I am also advised it was 
the largest crowd ever at the arena. Then of course not to forget the Australian Sprintcar Championship 
in Kwinana—an important event for the large part of the community and an Australia-wide event that 
attracts people from interstate to Western Australia. 
Our tourism figures show that Perth and Western Australia are thriving as destinations. We have had 
some of the highest domestic spend in tourism in Western Australia on record. There has been a major 
lift in spend compared with pre-COVID. The domestic spend and also the interstate and international 
spend—particularly the interstate spend—have leapt recently and are significantly higher than the period 
pre-COVID, which is an important point because we had naysayers. We had people who said our 
management of the pandemic would destroy the state’s reputation forever and tourists would not come 
back to Western Australia because of what the Western Australian government did. For instance, on 
29 January 2022, the now Leader of the Liberal Party said — 

… WA’s continued isolation was causing “broader reputational damage”. 
So, saving thousands of lives was causing broader reputational damage, according to the Leader of the 
Liberal Party. But the evidence is now in, as I just outlined to members, that that was wildly inaccurate 
and incorrect. A media statement by a gentleman by the name of Hon Neil Thomson declared that the 
border closures we put in place meant tourism operators “face a bleak future”. As I said, the figures are 
better than they were pre-COVID, with amazing events attracting people from around Australia and around 
the world. Then we have the former member for North West Central. The Nationals WA cannot be held 
responsible for him. We cannot be held responsible for him either! He said — 

Our tourism reputation has been shot, our reputation over east has been shot and our international 
relations have been tarnished because of the actions of this Premier, or because of his inaction 
by not reopening the borders … 

How wrong you all were. 
CRIME — NORTH WEST 

21. Ms M. BEARD to the Premier: 
I refer to the escalating crime crisis in parts of regional WA, the Prime Minister’s visit to Western Australia next 
week and the invitation for the Premier to visit my electorate to see the scale of the problem for himself. Noting 
the announcement of $250 million from the federal government for the Northern Territory to address social issues 
and crime, will the Premier on behalf of Western Australian communities ask for the delivery of similar investment 
to protect our north west communities and break the insidious cycle of crime and dysfunction? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Obviously, the state government invests an enormous amount in additional police and additional resourcing around 
regional WA—an enormous amount. We have had the largest recruitment program of additional police ever seen 
in Western Australia with 1 100 additional police, a large proportion of whom will be posted to, and are being posted 
to, regional Western Australia. New social programs, as outlined to the member, are rolling out in many of the 
communities around regional Western Australia as we speak, including the Target 120 program. We preserved and 
saved the police and community youth centres around Western Australia. They had a huge funding hole. We injected 
money and saved the PCYCs and upgraded them, including in the community of Carnarvon. We provided it with 
a new magnificent facility to provide opportunities for young people to be engaged in proper and constructive 
sporting and social activities. 
Obviously, I will be visiting Port Hedland with the Prime Minister and his cabinet, which is holding a meeting 
in Hedland. I think it is next week. That is fantastic. I mean, it is honestly fantastic that the full cabinet of the 
Commonwealth of Australia is going to hold a meeting in the shipping control tower at Hedland. Think about it: 
they will be able to watch ships coming in and out; they will be able to experience it. That has never been done by 
a cabinet before in the history of Australia, and I am very pleased it took up the opportunity and offer to do that. 
It is a credit to the Prime Minister. Obviously, I expect we will have things to say when I am in Hedland with the 
Prime Minister and his cabinet. I will be visiting Hedland and other communities around the state and rolling out 
various amounts. 
But I want to make one point to the member. One of the problems that is suffered from, particularly in communities 
like Carnarvon, is the prevalence of alcohol. There is too much alcohol. We are taking steps, and we want the 
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member’s support to take steps, to cut down the prevalence of alcohol and make sure that the agreements, the accords, 
that are being put in place are supported by all the purveyors of alcohol in that community. We will be watching 
carefully which purveyors of alcohol agree to those accords. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, please!  
Mr M. McGOWAN: We expect that all purveyors of alcohol in that community would agree to take action, 
particularly those people who complain about crime in that community. 

CRIME — NORTH WEST 
22. Ms M. BEARD to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Has the Premier raised the matter of funding for crime and youth with the 
Prime Minister or with national cabinet?  
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
It might surprise the member to know that this government has been more effective in securing funding from the 
commonwealth than has any other government in the history of Western Australia. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, please! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Members might recall that the Premier in the former government said that he did not want 
to ask. He did not ask. It was not his responsibility to ask for money from the commonwealth. I remember him 
standing right there and saying that he does not ask. Guess what? I ask. 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, you have not asked this question and you are continuing to interject. Please 
do not. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I ask. We take up the issue and we have been more successful in securing support for 
Western Australia from successive commonwealth governments than has any government in the history of 
Western Australia, and that is what we will continue to do. I repeat for the member: we are analysing the issues of 
alcohol, particularly in communities that have high levels of crime, and we expect those people who sell alcohol 
to be cooperative in whatever measures the government takes. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I am waiting for order, please, including members of the government backbench. 

TAFE CAMPUSES — FREE PERIOD PRODUCTS 
23. Ms M.J. HAMMAT to the Minister for Training: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to providing free period products to Western Australian 
high school students. 
(1) Can the minister advise the house how the government is expanding on this initiative within WA’s 

training system? 
(2) Can the minister advise the house how this initiative can advance gender equality in WA and reduce 

barriers to better educational and training outcomes for women and girls? 
Ms S.F. McGURK replied: 
(1)–(2) I am very pleased to answer this question because I was previously the Minister for Women’s Interests 

and I was part of the announcement to provide free period products in public high schools. That is now 
rolling out. I was also very proud to be part of the announcement to provide free period products in all 
TAFE campuses in this state. Thousands of TAFE students started or returned to class last week, so it is 
great to see that about half of the students who are under 21 should be able to focus on what matters—doing 
their studies and gaining the skills they need for the jobs of the future. We know that period products are 
not a luxury; they are a necessity for girls and women, so, as I said, I am very proud of this announcement. 
Those products will be provided via dispensing machines at all TAFE campuses. I acknowledge TAFE 
lecturer Lizanne Dymond, who advocated for this change, and also give a shout-out to Freo’s own 
Lucy Peach, who has championed this important initiative. 
This government is making huge investments in TAFE and vocational training generally and it is actually 
working. As the Premier mentioned yesterday, more than 45 000 apprentices and trainees are in training 
across the state. That is massive—45 000. It is not just the number of commencements that are up; in fact, 
completions are steadily increasing. From September last year, we had a 12 per cent increase in the rate 
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of completion by apprentices and trainees. That means that 1 100 more apprentices and trainees completed 
their training last year than did in the year before. Over the year, that is over 10 000 apprentices and trainees 
who completed their training. These are massive numbers that I think we should be very proud of. 

It is part of a suite of investments in subsidising training courses and in capital infrastructure across our 
state. Many will know that we launched Free in ’23. In fact, try saying “Fee free in ’23” after having a few 
drinks—it can be quite good fun! Over 100 courses for skill sets and qualifications are now on that list 
and fees for other courses have been slashed by 72 per cent. It is a massive message that we are sending 
out to the community and both young people and old people. People who have been disengaged from the 
workforce and are thinking about coming in, people who are thinking about changing careers and people 
who feel that they are underemployed but who feel that by doing these qualifications they might get more 
work are the people we want to send that message to: go to your local jobs and skills centre, get some 
advice and enrol at TAFE or a registered training organisation. 

This investment, this concentration, this celebration of our vocational skill sets sector is in sharp contrast 
to what the other side did. What happened there? We had a huge increase in fees of up to 500 per cent—
a fivefold fee increase. It was absolutely shameful. It resulted in a 23 per cent drop in TAFE enrolments. 
It was absolutely ridiculous. Of course, that has huge knock-on effects not just in the immediate year, but 
also on the pipeline of people we are sending through. This government is sending a message that we 
want TAFE to be accessible and we want it to be available. Of course, we are saying that we are going to 
make period products available to women and girls so that they can get on with getting their skills and 
get some work in our workforce. We could say that this announcement is about bloody time! 

CASHLESS DEBIT CARD 

24. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 

I refer to the Albanese Labor government’s removal of the cashless debit card, which has seen domestic violence–related 
assaults, alcohol-related assaults, break-ins and vehicle thefts significantly increase across affected areas in the 
Northern Territory and Western Australia. Does the Premier support the Albanese Labor government’s decision 
to abolish the cashless debit card, which is now having a profound impact in WA’s remote communities such 
as Laverton? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

There is some significant misleading going on around crime rates across Western Australia. In 2022, crime rates 
were down by 12 per cent compared with the rate in 2016. The number of burglaries and break-ins has decreased 
significantly since this government has been in office—by 15 per cent. I will go through some of them. Car theft 
is down by 25 per cent, stealing is down by 25 per cent, property damage is down by 24 per cent and drug offences 
are down by 42 per cent. We have more police on the streets than ever before and we are recruiting more police than 
ever before. What we are finding, and I heard it today in a range of speeches, is total misleading by the Liberals 
and Nationals. They just make it up. Police publish these statistics on how many offences are being committed. They 
are the facts. Going out there and just saying that black is white does not work, because the facts are published. 
That is the reality of the situation out there. 

As I said in answer to an earlier question, the issue in many places is the abuse of alcohol. It is a difficult issue to 
address. I fully understand that. What we need is cooperation. We need cooperation from businesses, communities 
and councils in relation to these issues. That is the overwhelming issue. 

Ms S.F. McGurk interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes, hoteliers. We need cooperation from hoteliers in relation to the measures that are being 
taken. We cannot have communities where everyone agrees and one hotel does not. If we have that, everyone 
of course goes to that hotel to get their alcohol when they cannot get it somewhere else. That is the situation we 
face. That is why we are trying to get accords in place in many of these communities and to look at other measures 
that can be put in place to address these issues, because it is causing a lot of grief across some communities in 
Western Australia. 

CASHLESS DEBIT CARD 

25. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Yes or no—does the Premier support federal Labor’s decision to walk away from 
these communities, with no solution? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I understand it is a foreign concept to the Liberal Party that a government might deliver on its promise. That is 
something that the Liberal Party does not get. The federal government made a commitment and it delivered on its 
commitment. That is what it did. That is the position that it took. As I said, our position is that we will deal with 
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these crime issues. We have brought in some of the most significant reforms that have been seen to the law in 
a range of areas. We are dealing as best we can with some of the alcohol issues and we will continue to examine 
what can be done, particularly in communities like Carnarvon, to deal with some of the alcohol issues that are 
extant there that are causing a great deal of grief in that community. 

ROUGH SLEEPING COORDINATION GROUP 
26. Ms K.E. GIDDENS to the Minister for Homelessness: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to reducing homelessness in Western Australia. 
(1) Can the minister outline to the house the actions that this government is taking to reduce homelessness 

by providing accommodation for rough sleepers? 
(2) Can the minister advise the house whether he is aware of any alternative policy approaches? 
Mr J.N. CAREY replied: 
I want to thank the member for her question. 
(1)–(2) Last week, I spent two hours sitting with about 30 to 40 organisations at the rough sleeping coordination 

group. This group meets on a fortnightly basis to make assessments about rough sleepers. We helped to 
establish this group as part of a wider package of reforms to drive better outcomes from the huge investment 
that is being made in the homelessness arena. What became very apparent to me after sitting there for 
two hours and listening is that the issue of trying to break the cycle of rough sleeping is deeply complex; 
indeed, outreach workers outlined the years it has taken them to develop relationships with rough sleepers 
to help them move to the next part of the cycle. It is very complex and it is a challenge. 
The Leader of the Opposition made claims today about Boorloo Bidee Mia and filling a building with 
people. It does not work like that, and it is disappointing to see the deliberate ignorance by the opposition 
on these matters. I announced a major reform package, part of which is around the Housing First approach 
and assisting rough sleepers to get into accommodation. After a substantial time of review and looking at 
buildings in the city, I announced that we would purchase the Murray Street lodge, a 30-room building, 
to assist people to break that cycle. I also announced on 12 January that we would be investing with 
a community provider to run that facility That is on top of a range of other reforms, including additional 
funds and our 100 social homes program in which the government will spot-purchase homes and refer rough 
sleepers to those homes with support, recognising that it is likely to be in the same area in which the rough 
sleepers have a street presence. 
I want to put on the record that the key leaders in the sector applauded this. Ruah, which is recognised as 
a credible provider, said, “We applaud the continued steps this Government is taking toward addressing 
chronic rough sleeping and ending homelessness in our state.” Shelter WA, the other key leader in the 
sector, said, “We congratulate Minister Carey on this announcement and commend him on the momentum 
he is building in this space.” It also said, “This investment will change lives.” David Pearson from the 
WA Alliance to End Homelessness said, “We commend the government’s leadership on Housing First.” 
Those are comments from the three most credible leaders in the homelessness space. This is where the 
politics kicks in. The opposition, at every opportunity, can never say, “This is a good initiative.” There was 
one sole voice criticising this proposal and that was Hon Steve Martin, who attacked it. I am interested to 
know about the Liberal and National Parties’ solutions. In two years, they have had zero policy. Another 
thought bubble from the Leader of the Opposition was to convert CBD office buildings into accommodation—
not hotels that are ready made, which the opposition has criticised. No, we should look at converting those 
buildings—but at what cost and getting what tradies to do that in what time frame? I offer a pragmatic and 
real solution using ready accommodation but the opposition criticises it. When the opposition was pressed 
about its solution—this was on ABC last year—Hon Steve Martin said, “I think we’ll do maintenance.” 
Since July 2020, our government has issued 500 000 maintenance work orders—we are already doing it. 
There is a stark contrast between this government, which is delivering pragmatic and real solutions, and 
the complete and absolute policy vacuum on the other side. 

SYNERGY — PREMIER COAL SUPPLY CONTRACT 
27. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Minister for Energy: 
Yesterday, the minister answered some questions on notice, asked by my colleague Hon Dr Steve Thomas in the 
Legislative Council, about New South Wales coal being delivered to Collie. Further to those questions, I ask 
the following. 
(1) Will any more coal be imported from New South Wales this year; and, if so, how much more coal does 

the minister estimate will be required to be imported? 
(2) How long did it take to unload both ships at Bunbury port from the first ship docking to the second ship 

being completely unloaded? 
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(3) Why is it taking so long to transport material to Collie? 

(4) Is Synergy paying the contracted price to Premier Coal for this coal or is it paying market rates? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 

(1)–(4) In respect of the price, I have publicly said on a number of occasions, both in this chamber and the media, 
that the cost of the coal is the market price—that is, the international market price. I was asked about this 
on ABC TV live and I pointed out that unlike the New South Wales government, which is complaining 
that other governments are not doing things to solve their energy problems, we are just getting on and 
solving the problem. Premier Coal is owned by Yancoal in China. Yancoal Australia is majority owned by 
Yancoal but they are different companies. Premier Coal is buying coal from Yancoal Australia. Synergy 
is not buying any coal on the east coast. Yancoal is contracted to deliver that coal to the Muja and Collie 
stockpiles. That means that the transport and all those matters are dealt with by Premier Coal. I have neither 
interest nor oversight. The reason that I say I have no interest is because the only thing I care about is 
the delivery of coal to the stockpile. When we decided to go down this pathway in September last year, 
Premier Coal had not been delivering its contracted volumes and we were nervous that it would continue 
to not deliver its contracted volumes. We took two actions. The first was to arrange for the Collie coal-fired 
power station to be switched off for a longer period than it would have been anyway, reminding the member 
that it was switched off three months, or 12 weeks, when it would have been switched off for six weeks 
in any case just because of the operation of the market in Western Australia. That saved coal and, of course, 
we also used the Muja stations after we used some of the gas stations to save coal; plus, Premier delivered 
its contracted volumes, plus or minus a little bit, every week from October to December so by the time we 
got to Christmas, we had built up our stockpile to a very reasonable level. It is pleasing to say that with 
the extra 100 000 tonnes, we are in a very good position. If Premier Coal was to short deliver this year—
we do not think it will—we will be fine for next summer as well. 

I want to congratulate Synergy’s leadership and workforce for their hard work in managing the coal supply 
this year so diligently. It shows the depth of talent of the Synergy leadership and workforce. The fact that 
it is a government-owned enterprise meant that we were able to take these actions. If we had followed the 
lead of the Liberal Party, which intended to break Synergy into two parts and sell it, we would not have been 
able to have such a successful outcome. The challenge when we watch what is happening at Bluewaters 
shows the benefit that we get from having a state-owned enterprise in the generation system. 

SYNERGY — PREMIER COAL SUPPLY CONTRACT 

28. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Minister for Energy: 

I have a supplementary question. Can the minister guarantee that we will have adequate coal supplies for the 
government coal-fired stations in Collie for the coming year? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 

Actually, I just said that. 

Dr D.J. Honey: You didn’t say that. 

The SPEAKER: Order, please! I would just like the minister to answer. Thank you. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I always make the suggestion to the member for Cottesloe that he should always listen 
to the answer and not read out the prepared question. I said in my answer—this is not the exact words, but the 
exact meaning—that because of the careful management of the coal by the leadership and workforce, and the fact 
that for every week from October to Christmas, and I understand it is continuing, Premier Coal has been delivering 
the contracted volumes, our coal stockpile is in a very healthy position. As I just said in answer to the member’s 
first question—I will repeat it, because clearly he was not listening, otherwise he would know that I said this—
that means that we are in the strong position that even if the deliveries by Premier Coal this year are short, we will 
have sufficient coal for next summer. I am just repeating that, because even though the member asserted by 
interjection that I had not answered that part of the question, I had actually specifically answered that part of 
the question. 

I want to thank the Premier Coal workforce as well, and the contractor who moved the coal, who I understand was 
a Bunbury local transport contractor. 

This is an unusual situation. There is now a view from the Liberal Party that coal is the future of energy in 
Western Australia. I know that is based on the fact that Paul Murray in The West Australian keeps writing that. 
There is nowhere in the world that thinks that coal is the energy future. Members opposite have to understand that 
the energy system is much more complex now than it was in the past. That is because the rise of renewable energy 
means that coal-fired power stations have a harder life working in the electricity system. It is not that we are against 
coal. I am against no technology. I am in favour of a sensible debate. 
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I want to congratulate the member for Vasse for doing what I said to her and stepping up and taking the leadership, 
and for getting rid of the member for Cottesloe as the shadow minister for Energy. I want to congratulate her for 
following my advice on those two things. I want her to follow some more advice—that is, get the Liberal Party 
into proper order here. The Liberal Party cannot go to the 2021 election saying the Labor Party is too slow on closing 
coal and then go into opposition saying we are too fast. It does not work like that. We are being congratulated by 
every sensible commentator about our plan in Western Australia. International people are coming to Western Australia 
to learn how we are doing the transition. That is because we are recognised as being one of the best in the world. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: There is an organisation called Powering Beyond Coal. That is an international group of 
subnational jurisdictions. Those people are very excited to learn about what we are doing here in Western Australia. 
They have actually asked me—not that I have agreed—to go to Korea and address their conference. That is because 
they are so impressed by what Western Australia is doing. Get away from the dinosaurs like Paul Murray in The West 
Australian. There is no proper information that is written by that guy. Opposition members need to get away from 
following his lead and start acting sensibly in this space. 

HOUSING — AFFORDABILITY 
29. Ms C.M. ROWE to the Minister for Planning: 
I refer to the government’s significant efforts to deliver more affordable homes for Western Australians and to 
create more options for diversity in housing across our state. 
(1) Can the minister outline to the house how our government is helping drive infill development across 

our suburbs? 
(2) Can the minister also advise the house whether she is aware of anyone who opposes creating more affordable 

housing for Western Australians? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
(1)–(2) Speaker— 
A member interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Funny you should ask that! 
I thank the member for Belmont for that question. As members know, we are undertaking significant reform across 
the community to deliver housing choice in every suburb. We know that the community does not want wholesale 
subdivision of their land or their properties; but we need to provide housing choice. We also need to enable people 
to age in place. It is about enabling older people to move from their existing home into a small unit or apartment 
and stay in their community so that they can access the same medical services and go to the same shopping centre. 
That is a key part. The other part, of course, is that when our younger people want to enter the property market, 
they want real choice between buying a new house-and-land package in an outer suburb or a smaller home in 
a suburb that they know and love. That is the thrust of our reforms. 
What are we doing? We are doing things like the housing diversity pipeline with the Minister for Housing, using 
lazy land to support new infill development. We will be releasing very soon the final medium-density code, which 
will provide guidelines on how to deliver significant medium density across the suburbs without experiencing some 
of the negatives that have been experienced in the past, including impact on tree canopy and some of the other 
negative consequences. 
We are also undertaking planning reform through the state development assessment unit. We are making changes 
to developer contributions. We are supporting structure planning and precinct planning through a central agency. 
We are creating a state referral unit to make it even easier to get new housing developed in a new time profile. 
Of course we know that the Liberal Party has been very, very anti-development. We know what happened under 
the previous leadership of the member for Cottesloe. I feel sorry for you two sitting next to each other; it must be 
very awkward! The biggest debates the member for Mandurah and I have had are about what is the best musical 
we have attended. You two, how awkward is it sitting next to each other constantly? 
Dr D.J. Honey: It is only awkward for you. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It is not awkward for us at all. “Awkward” is not the word I would use to describe how we 
look upon you two sitting next to each other.  
When the former Liberal leader was interviewed about holding onto the leadership, his main reason for wanting to 
hold onto the leadership was to try to destroy me, saying that the Minister for Planning was out there being outrageous 
on planning reform. The member for Cottesloe opposes any development on Stirling Highway. New Leader of the 
Liberal Party, do you support any development on Stirling Highway? 
Several members interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Order, please. Minister, you can of course ask rhetorical questions but you cannot anticipate 
answers necessarily from those opposite, because question time is about ministers being asked questions. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for Vasse, “Dial a Quote”, only responds when the media is calling, not when 
anyone else is asking for a policy position. 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: What was that? Are you responding now? Do you support developments along Stirling Highway? 

Several members interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Do you support developments along Marine Parade, Leader of the Liberal Party? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Education, and member for Mount Lawley! Minister, can I ask you to respond more 
directly to the question you were asked, please. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I think it is important. I mean, the whole basis of the leadership of the previous Leader of the 
Liberal Party was to oppose all developments. Liberal and National Party members come in here and say we need 
more housing, but they oppose every housing development. The way to get housing is to get housing developments. 

Dr D.J. Honey: You just want houses for millionaires. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: What was that? 

Dr D.J. Honey: You just want houses for millionaires; that’s all you want. 

The SPEAKER: Order! This is already a very long question time. 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The SPEAKER: One thing you do not do, member for Vasse, is continue to interject while the Speaker is speaking. 
Most people in here have learnt that. I have had to draw this to your attention before now. When the Speaker 
interrupts the proceedings, I expect silence, from you in particular. Minister, I ask you to hopefully move along. 
We have had a very small number of questions today and they have taken a very long time. Member for Cottesloe, 
you have not assisted because every time the minister gets about three or four more words out, you do the same 
interjection over again, and then everybody else interjects again. We are not making much progress here. We could 
be in question time until about half past three at this point. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I will wrap it up. It is important for the new Liberal leader to outline whether the Liberal Party 
supports housing developments and diversity. 

POLICE — DASH CAMS 

30. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Police: 

I refer to revelations today from the WA Police Union that 26 Western Australian police officers face investigation 
and being penalised for simply doing their job and protecting the community. Will the government adopt the road 
safety recommendations from the WA Police Union and make dash cams mandatory in police vehicles to protect 
both officers and the community? 

Mr P. PAPALIA replied: 

I thank the member for her question. 

Member, this is absolutely an operational matter. The acting commissioner made a comment about this matter and 
indicated that she has complete confidence that our police officers will continue to comply with policy and act in 
accordance with the law, and I share that confidence. 

POLICE — DASH CAMS 

31. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Police: 

I have a supplementary question. Does the minister accept that he has clearly failed to provide better protection, 
training and resources to our frontline officers, and is this just another reason that a record number of police have 
left the force? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, please! I am going to ask the minister to respond and then we will move on to the next 
question. 

Mr P. PAPALIA replied: 

No. 



 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 15 February 2023] 269 

 

REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GRANTS PROGRAM 
32. Ms J.L. HANNS to the Minister for Regional Development: 
I refer to the McGowan government’s continued support for the development of regional projects. Can the minister 
advise the house how this government is creating new economic opportunities and supporting the development of 
businesses in regional Western Australia, and can the minister advise the house whether he is aware of any other 
policies or positions across regional Western Australia? 
Mr D.T. PUNCH replied: 
Absolutely I can, and I thank the member for Collie–Preston for her incredible work in helping to build new economic 
futures not only in Collie, but also right across the electorate. 
I want to particularly talk about the regional economic development grants scheme, known as the RED grants 
program. Since 2017, we have seen an impressive 331 individual projects in regional Western Australia receive 
a total of $33 million. That grants scheme was championed by the former minister Hon Alannah MacTiernan. She 
was passionate about it. What an amazing legacy she has left! In the last round of the RED grants, the member’s 
electorate of Collie–Preston did particularly well, with three very solid, thought-out projects in the south west 
receiving grants. Capel Marron Farm, which supplies a large number of marron to outlets right across the region, 
received $323 000 to develop a large-scale hospitality venue and tourism experience based around the iconic marron. 
This incredible initiative is a fantastic opportunity for the people of Capel. Tangled Investments in Donnybrook 
received $100 000 as part of a $1 million project to renovate the first floor of the old hotel to create 15 bedrooms 
that will offer premium hotel accommodation in the town. That is another great project. Lennard Waste in Dardanup 
also received a $100 000 contribution towards a $1.1 million upgrade of its wastewater resource recovery facility. 
We are very clear about our vision for regional economic development, and the RED grants are an important part 
of that. The government is about building resilience, innovation, new opportunities, diversity and taking advantage 
of new industries in renewables and particularly manufacturing right across regional Western Australia. We have 
empowered the development commissions to drive that agenda. We want strong regional communities to develop 
strong local economies because we know that the two go hand in hand. Supporting business directly unlocks 
incredible opportunities. This fits with our broader vision of having strong investment in hospitals, transport 
infrastructure, schools and community safety in regional Western Australia. There has been a record $12 billion 
of investment right across the regions. 
In response to the second part of the member’s question, no, I do not know of other policy options. There is 
a policy-free zone out there. In fact, when I go to regional WA and mention the opposition—in fact, I do not have 
to mention the opposition as people mention it to me—people say that the opposition whinges, complains and has 
no ideas. That is the feedback I get. Where is the opposition on regional development? Only this week, a person 
purporting to represent the Liberal Party’s policy division called the regional development commissions, letting 
them know that they were currently drafting a policy on investing in regional towns and seeking input on renewable 
energy, water, gas, electricity and streetscape improvements in the regions. Imagine the Liberal Party admiring 
this government’s policy so much that it contacts the development commissions for ideas! I bet the Nationals WA 
had no idea about that. I think there is a bit of a cunning plan out there. I know that an alliance is being developed 
about who might go for what seat, and some little deals are being done to protect upper house members, but 
they are out there looking for policies from the Labor government. I thought about what advice I could give to the 
Leader of the Opposition on this issue, so I looked around and went to horoscopes.com. His horoscope today — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, please! 
Mr D.T. PUNCH: I took the lead from the Minister for Transport and it is a little bit off the mark. The horoscope 
started off by saying — 

Your warm, sensitive nature is perfectly suited to today’s aspects … 
I am not sure about that. It continues — 

Your emotional energy is strongly tied to your heart, and you will find that there’s a longing to be close 
to others. Indulge in conversation with close friends and let your imagination run wild. 

I suggest that the Leader of the Opposition have a chat with his Liberal colleagues and see whether they can let 
their imaginations run wild and create a few opportunities for policy development. There is one last comment on 
the horoscope. It said — 

Your creativity is especially piqued today, so start an art project or write a song that inspires or perhaps 
changes the world. 

I think he might have a bit of competition from the member for Dawesville in that respect! 
The SPEAKER: Unfortunately, that is weirdly reminding me of the member for Southern River yesterday. There 
has been love in the room on both days! The last question goes to the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. 
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SCHOOLS — ABORIGINAL STUDENTS — ATTENDANCE 
33. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Education: 
I refer to the recent WAtoday article in which an Indigenous education officer revealed that Western Australian 
public schools are not effectively engaging the families of Indigenous children who are not going to school, and 
that fewer people are being employed to directly address this issue. 
(1) Is the minister concerned that there has been a 30 per cent drop in education officer roles in the past few years? 
(2) What is the minister going to do to improve Indigenous attendance rates, which last year dropped to 

54 per cent, 30 per cent lower than for their non-Indigenous peers? 
Dr A.D. BUTI replied: 
(1)–(2) I am concerned if any student is not going to school, wherever they come from or whatever their background. 

Number one is that those kids should be going to school. The primary responsibility for that rests with 
the parents and the communities they live in. The former Minister for Education and Training often said 
that a school reflects its community. Unfortunately, we sometimes have very hard communities where it 
is hard to get students to school. I can tell the Deputy Leader of the Opposition that many schools are 
innovative in this space. Derby District High School has attendance officers—two or three—whose sole 
job is to try to get students to school. 
We made a commitment to increase the number of Aboriginal and Islander education officers. We have 
provided funding for that. We are now looking at career pathways for all people who work in the education 
system, including Aboriginal and Islander education officers, to see whether that is a barrier or disincentive 
to people remaining in the education system. I can tell the Deputy Leader of the Opposition that his side 
of politics is the last side that should lecture this side on how we should go about getting more students, 
from any background, into the education system. 

SCHOOLS — ABORIGINAL STUDENTS — ATTENDANCE 
34. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Education: 
I have a supplementary question. Will the minister direct the department to follow up non-attendance with families 
and students by engaging with them, rather than the recent trend of a phone call? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, please! 
Dr A.D. BUTI replied: 
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition has some history with the education system through people in his family, 
so I think he would know that most schools are trying to do that. Most schools are trying to engage with their 
communities, particularly those in challenging environments. They will continue to do that. The education department 
will support them when it needs to support them. We will engage with other agencies to try to ensure that children 
who should be going to school are attending school. I repeat: the number one responsibility for that still rests with 
the families. 
The SPEAKER: That concludes question time. 

PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
MS K.E. GIDDENS (Bateman) [3.00 pm]: Prior to question time, I was talking about the 1 200 residents who 
I canvassed directly, either through phone calls or by doorknocking, in the Applecross and Mt Pleasant area about 
the Canning Bridge activity centre plan review. I heard loudly from those residents that the bonus height provisions 
had not delivered the outcomes they wanted for the area; that the plan failed to deliver any clearly defined community 
benefits; and that the toilet blocks and bike racks at the bottom of the building did not provide the amenity the 
community wanted from the density of that area. They raised concern also about the loss of tree canopy and the 
street amenity, parking and traffic, and the community space. As the local member, I cannot wave a magic wand 
to address or make perfect everything in the system. However, what I can do is commit to engage with the local 
community and to then take those concerns to the relevant bodies, such as the City of Melville, to ensure that work 
is done on developing a clear community benefit framework that describes what the residents of Applecross want 
for the Canning Bridge precinct and to ensure that the activity centre plan delivers on that vision, and, of course, 
have regular communication with the Minister for Planning, which I do. The minister is absolutely across these 
issues. There is no conflict between the development density in these key transport precincts and delivering amenity. 
The two are not at odds with each other. A clear vision is required for the community activation to ensure that the 
benefits go to that area and the amenity of the Applecross and Canning Bridge precinct is retained. That is what 
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I will work with the City of Melville and the Minister for Planning to ensure. My message is that no single planning 
document, no matter how thorough or good, can deliver on a vision for a community. It will require leadership 
and ongoing engagement so that for every development application that comes up, the community voice is heard 
and reflected. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms K.E. GIDDENS: A good example of this model is Leederville Connect that is based on the Town Teams 
movement. I have spoken to planning experts and developers who say that if they submit an application for 
a development in Leederville in the City of Vincent, they are told to go first to Leederville Connect because its 
voice is respected and taken into consideration. That is the kind of community-based model that I see helping to 
realise the vision that the people of Applecross and Mt Pleasant want for the Canning Bridge area, and that is what 
I will support. 
I have talked a lot about the achievements of the government over the past two years, and I am proud of those 
achievements, but I want to move briefly to something a little more personal. Last year was probably the most 
difficult I have had in my life. It was due to very significant health concerns with one of my children. Parents in 
this room and anyone with a degree of empathy will know that if your child is not okay, you are not okay. My son 
was diagnosed with a disability at the beginning of last year. It was not that disability per se, but the continuing 
deterioration he experienced that rapidly affected our life, his life and his ability to participate in school and all of 
the normal activities that until that point we had taken for granted as a family. This impact was so severe that our 
household considered whether my husband would have to leave his employment. Obviously, a range of medical 
tests and specialist appointments were required to secure the support that was required for him.  
I raise this for two reasons. The first is that this Parliament—those on our side in particular—absolutely reflects 
the community. It is so important that we have these lived experiences that our constituents experience all the time; 
that we bring to our policy and decision-making the empathy and lived understanding of how difficult it can be. 
I am very proud to stand in this Parliament as not only a member of the government, but a Labor member because 
it is Labor governments that build the social infrastructure that is critical for families in their time of need. I refer 
to infrastructure such as Medicare and the National Disability Insurance Scheme. The systems are not perfect. 
There is ongoing need for improvement. It was really difficult to get the support that at times we need. However, 
it is important that the values that underpin our decision-making and where we invest our money reflect the most 
vulnerable in our community. I am not for a second suggesting that I was the most vulnerable because I came to 
this experience from a position of relative privilege, so how extremely difficult must it be for others? That is the 
first point I want to make. 
I mentioned Medicare, the social infrastructure and the NDIS, an incredible program that supports families and 
people with disabilities. At a state level, the McGowan government has been no different when prioritising the 
most vulnerable in our community. I know much has been said about the challenges in the health system—and 
there are. We do not resile from those challenges. Those on our side tackle the problems. We do not ignore them; 
we know they are there. We have seen a more than 30 per cent increase in nurses and midwives, for example. We 
have seen a 266 per cent increase in the number of healthcare professionals in 2022 alone. We have seen more 
than 1 500 doctors and medical workers and, really importantly for my family, 1 400 allied health workers. The 
investment is ongoing. In addition, a $150 000 grant was made recently to Epilepsy WA and $9.6 million to double 
the free accommodation services at Ronald McDonald House Charities. My electorate of Bateman is close to the 
city, and Ronald McDonald House Charities is not a service that members of my community would call upon. 
However, it is critical that we support those in regional areas across Western Australia when considering those 
who are in need at some of the most trying times of their life. I am proud to belong to this government and I am 
proud to be a Labor member. 
The second reason I raise my personal experience over the past 12 months is to say some thankyous because 
I cannot deliver on what I am proud to deliver in the electorate of Bateman without support, and I cannot stand 
here without acknowledging the significant support I receive. With that in mind, I start with my electorate team—
Karen Wheatland and Shaun Hawkes. They are an amazing team. They keep things running and I am proud of 
what they do. 
I acknowledge our Whip, the member for Belmont, Cassie Rowe. She is always fair and understanding and 
I appreciate all the support she has given me over the past 12 months. I thank Dr Jags, the member for Riverton, for 
his wise counsel always and for being so willing to help. And, of course, I thank my friends and family. I want to 
give a very special shout-out—I am going to get emotional—to Mrs Roula Atallah, a special needs and mainstream 
education assistant at Bateman Primary School. Roula is everything that is good about humankind. She is patient. 
She has empathy. She is caring. She is professional. She is skilled. She is generous. She would go home after a day 
at work and spend her own money to buy the ingredients for a cooking day as an activity and then come into school 
to engage with my son. I cannot thank her enough and I cannot thank enough the leadership of Bateman Primary 
School. I give acknowledgement to the principal, Marc Lockett. I am very proud to have Bateman Primary School 
in my electorate and I am very proud to send my children there. I thank them very much for all they do. 
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There is a Roula in every school—an education assistant who goes above and beyond. They are the gold that we 
need in our schools. I could not have done my job as a teacher without them all. I take this opportunity to thank all 
education assistants across Western Australia for the work they do to support all children in their learning outcomes, 
but particularly the most vulnerable. 
With that said, I want to make a brief observation on the leadership of the opposition in this place. I congratulate 
the member for Moore and the member for Vasse for taking on new leadership positions and I thank the outgoing 
member for Central Wheatbelt and member for Cottesloe. 
I want to turn a little bit from offering my congratulations to raising an issue of concern. My concern is that the new 
Leader of the Opposition chose, in his very first question time, to raise concerns about the elevation of two women 
to the cabinet. In the ‘Enough is enough’: Sexual harassment against women in the FIFO mining industry report, 
we noted that the drivers of gender inequality are complex and exist throughout our society, so I cannot be silent. 
That was a line of questioning that the new Leader of the Opposition—leader—chose to ask about the elevation 
of two women into cabinet. It is a disgrace. I really sincerely hope that the quality of the opposition improves, but 
we now know what the opposition’s strategy is. Apparently, politicians do not win elections from opposition; the 
government loses them. No hard work is required to wait around for a government to lose. At some point, the wave 
of entitlement will wash the opposition into government; that is the apparent goal of the current opposition. I want 
to say that we are not taking anything for granted. We do not expect that we will wait for fate to determine what 
we do, the policies we support and the clear vision we have for our communities. Every day, we will be out there 
and in this place, working as local members to deliver the best outcomes for our communities and for the people 
of Western Australia. 
MR D.J. KELLY (Bassendean) [3.11 pm]: I am very pleased to rise to make a contribution to this debate. I was 
very pleased that in the Premier’s Statement, the Premier was very plain that 2023 will not be a year in which the 
government slows down. In that statement, he outlined a number of really important agenda items that the government 
will be progressing, and I want to comment on a couple of those. 
Before I do that, I want to say a couple of things. The first is to acknowledge one of the principals in my electorate. 
The reason I want to do that is because Len Christie, the principal of Beechboro Primary School, is currently on 
extended sick leave, so I want to give Len a shout-out. Len is really one of the outstanding principals in my electorate, 
and there are quite a few of them. Len stands out because he came to Beechboro Primary School in 1994 as principal, 
so next year will be his thirtieth year as principal at that school. I know when I am going to an event—for example, 
an assembly—at Beechboro Primary School, I had better have my tie on and make sure that my shoes are polished 
because Len runs a very tight ship. He is very proud of his school. The real test of what we think of a school in our 
electorate is whether we would send our own kids there. I would send my kids to Beechboro Primary School in 
a heartbeat because of his leadership and his great staff. I want to mention Len, and I hope he is doing well in his 
recovery. I hope to see him back next year for his thirtieth year as principal. 
I want to thank his two deputies. Vanda Mort is the acting principal while Len is away. She does a great job, and 
I know it is a great comfort for Len to know that he has an outstanding deputy in charge while he is away. Also, she 
could not do it without the team that she has. Sarah Barton is the other deputy. I spoke to Vanda this morning, and 
she said that it has been a hectic start to the year, but they are getting through it. The member for Bateman might 
be interested that Vanda said to me that for the first time the school has an all-female executive. She is very happy 
to have Len come back, of course, but she thinks having an all-female leadership team at the school for the first time 
is pretty special. I hope Len gets better, and I hope to see him back at Beechboro soon. To the great, outstanding 
team that is running the show while Len is away—Vanda, Sarah and the others—I say thank you very much. 
I wanted to do another thing before I got onto the government’s agenda. As people in the house know, I finished 
up as a minister at the end of last year, in December. Former ministers do not get to make a valedictory speech or 
anything of that nature. Of course, I am not leaving; I will remain in the Parliament, contest the next election and 
do all those sorts of good things. However, I wanted to mention some of my ministerial staff who did an absolutely 
outstanding job for the six years that I was a minister. 
I had three chiefs of staff during that time. Naomi Arrowsmith, whom I did not know before she was offered to 
me as chief of staff, was outstanding. When we get someone suggested to us by the Premier’s office as a chief of 
staff, we can be a bit unsure. Naomi is a professional public servant who had worked mainly in the natural resource 
management area, at the Environmental Protection Authority and the Department of Water, for a very long time. She 
was outstanding. One of the things we quickly determined was that we shared a lot of values, and that was really 
important for me and for her. She said that she would not work for a minister with whom she did not share values. 
I would go to events, especially in regional Western Australia, and she would know many more people than 
I would. People would come up to us, and I would think that someone had come to talk to me, but they had actually 
come to talk to Naomi because she had either worked with them, employed them or mentored them. She was just 
fantastic. This is the regard that I hold her in: when I found out that Peter Watson was finishing up as the member 
for Albany and we were searching for a candidate for Albany, I said to her that she should step up and think about 
doing it, because I thought that she would be really good. Naomi is from Albany. Of course, the current member 
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for Albany is outstanding; Rebecca Stephens does a fantastic job. I had never met Rebecca before she nominated, 
and she is doing a great job, but had Naomi said yes, I would have been really happy to support her. Naomi said 
that there was no way she would do that stupid stuff. She said she could not do the baby kissing or whatever. She 
is too serious about her work. She had also given a commitment to her partner that at the end of the first term of 
the McGowan government, she would take long service leave and sail a boat around Indonesia, which they are 
currently doing. I hold her in such high regard that I thought she would have made a great addition to this place as 
Peter Watson’s successor as the member for Albany. Our best laid plans do not always come off. 
Naomi was replaced by Luke Clarke, who had been a policy officer with me, and he fulfilled the job of chief of 
staff. He was absolutely brilliant until he was poached by the Premier’s office, where he currently is. I employed 
Luke when I was at the union. Luke applied for a job. At the time, he was working as an air-quality analyst for, 
I think, Alcoa or he might have been working for a contractor. He was doing that sort of work, and part of his job 
was climbing up smokestacks in summer and taking air quality samples. When I asked him why he wanted to 
come and work at the union, he said that it would be better than climbing up a smokestack. Luke was great. I knew 
him at the union. Again, we had shared values. He was absolutely brilliant. He had a chemistry qualification, so 
when I was Minister for Science and had to rely on my high school science to get me through, I had Luke with 
a chemistry degree and Naomi, who also had a chemistry degree. They got me through a lot of things. Luke was 
brilliant. I was pleased to have him in my office for that time. It was no surprise when the Premier’s office eventually 
poached him. Finally, in the last couple of months, I had Emma Collyer as my chief of staff. Emma Collyer is known 
to a lot of people in the Labor Party. She has been around for a long time. I knew of her, but I had never worked 
closely with her. She came in as a policy officer and stepped into the chief of staff role when Luke Clarke took 
some parental leave around the time of the birth of one of his children. Emma was brilliant. She seamlessly stepped 
up into that chief of staff role, and when Luke was poached by the Premier’s office, Emma Collyer again stepped 
up as my chief of staff. As I said, I had never really worked closely with her, but she was brilliant. At the time, the 
office was dealing with things like the closure of native forests and the like—there was a bit going on—but Emma 
fulfilled all the requirements of the role and more. I just wanted to thank her, Luke and Naomi for the leadership 
they provided in my office. 
I will quickly mention some of my other staff. Alysha Andersen was my first media officer when I was Minister 
for Fisheries, and she dealt with the drama of every fatal shark attack. She was absolutely brilliant. Steed Farrell 
was the media officer when I finished as minister. Again, he is very experienced and very loyal. I thank him very 
much for his work. Emily Knowles is a great young Labor woman. She was originally my youth policy adviser, 
but became my water policy adviser during my last year in office. Again, she was brilliant. The only time I think 
I offended her was when I once described her as being quiet. Yes, that tells everyone that I did not really know her 
when she first started in my office. She is an absolutely brilliant woman with great Labor values. Donna Plummer 
came to my office in the last year of me being a minister and took on forestry. Donna Plummer was everything 
you could ask for in a ministerial staffer—absolutely brilliant. Dr Lucy Peters, who came to me as a placement 
from the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation, had a legal degree and a PhD in city air quality. She 
is a very competent woman who came to me to help with the drafting of the new water legislation that the Premier 
has mentioned is on the agenda for this year. I thank Lucy very much. Trish Pedelty was also a placement from 
the department of water. Most placements last only six months, maybe a year, but Trish was there for more than 
five years in the end because she really loved the work and I loved having her in the office. She was an incredibly 
valuable member of the team. Some people may know of Mark Chmielewski who is a public servant. He worked in 
the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development and was my policy officer for fisheries. He is a great 
bloke and there is nothing he does not know about his policy area across a whole bunch of stuff in regional WA. 
He is absolutely brilliant. Amy Cowdell was on placement from the department of water. She was one of my water 
policy advisers as well. Again, she was a great water professional who really gave her time in my office 110 per cent. 
I wish Amy well. Natalie Duthie came to me last year—another good Labor woman—and took over the youth policy 
role when Emily Knowles moved into Water. She is a brilliant young woman. I am glad to see that she is still 
working in a ministerial office. 
I had some cracker administration staff working in my office. My executive officer Anita was brilliant. She will 
not mind me saying that she worked for a number of ministers across a number of governments. She is absolutely 
committed to her work. The worst and the best thing about Anita is that we could not get her to tell us any stories 
about the other ministers for whom she had worked. She absolutely kept them in the vault. Anita was fantastic. Amelia 
was my diary person last year and has just had a baby. I want to wish her well. She was also brilliant and committed. 
Although she was having a baby, and I know I was not her number one priority, she nevertheless gave what the 
job needed. Alison and Anthea who work at the front of the office—I see them when I come in in the morning—
are, again, very committed to the work that they do and I thank them very much. I want to mention Matt, a young 
guy with autism who I employ for eight hours a week in my office. It is a really good thing to do. If other offices 
are thinking of doing something useful in this area, I would encourage them to do it, and I would encourage businesses 
to do it. One might wonder what use is it to employ someone for eight hours a week. To Matt and his family that 
eight hours was just great for him. He said that having a job was one of his goals in life. The fact that he came into 
our office to work for eight hours a week meant that he could tick that box. When people asked him what he did, 
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he could say that he worked for the Department of the Premier and Cabinet and a minister. It was all part of building 
his self-esteem. It cost the state government almost nothing, but for Matt it was just great. It was also important to his 
family that Matt had that opportunity. It was really good to have Matt in the office. He was the second guy with 
autism that I employed in my office for very little public expense during my time as a minister, but it delivered so 
much to both those guys. I really recommend that we do it more in not only government, but also the private sector. 
Lastly, I want to mention Kelly Ovens and Sarah Reynolds who are my electorate officers. When an EO’s member 
of Parliament is a minister, so much more work falls back onto them. I want to thank them for the work that they 
did while I was a minister. They are a bit sick of me because they see a bit more of me now that I am no longer 
a minister, so we have had to negotiate that, but I thank Kelly and Sarah very much for the work that they do. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr D.J. KELLY: I quickly want to thank the agencies that I was responsible for as minister. The Department of 
Water and Environmental Regulation sits inside the water portfolio. The brilliant professionals there perform such 
an incredible function, as they would in any jurisdiction, but in a state like Western Australia that is so impacted 
by climate change, we are very lucky to have a well-resourced professional regulator on the job like the department. 
I thank Michelle Andrews and her team for the work that they do. I get sick of hearing people slag off the public 
sector. As a matter of faith, we often hear from the other side of politics that the private sector is terrible and we 
should privatise everything and that sort of stuff. We hear that often. The Leader of the Opposition has just looked 
up as if to say, “Not me.” We often hear it from the Nationals WA and the Liberal Party. They run down the public 
sector. Departments like DWER do such a fantastic job. We have really committed professionals and the more 
support we can provide them the better. 
We have three publicly owned water utilities in WA—the Water Corporation, Aqwest and Busselton Water. The 
Water Corporation is one of the most important institutions in WA. It was set up as a corporation in the 1990s by 
the Liberal Party, with the National Party’s consent, because it wanted to set it up as a corporation and then privatise 
it. Thankfully, because of the opposition from Labor members on this side and the public, that never happened. 
The Water Corporation does an incredibly important job. It delivers a dividend of over $1 billion back to the taxpayer. 
It has also helped us manage the changes that needed to be made because of climate change, such as the move to 
desalinating water because our dams are no longer filled by rain every year. Imagine if that had been run as 
a private corporation and the state had to negotiate with private shareholders in Singapore, Sydney, London or 
somewhere else. The Water Corporation is encouraging people to use less of its product. Imagine if the Liberal and 
National Parties had succeeded in their plans to privatise the Water Corporation. I thank Pat Donovan and the 
executive, and Ross Love, the chair, for the work they do. Gary Hallsworth is the CEO of Aqwest down Bunbury 
way and Stan Liaros is the chair. They do a great job. Chris Elliott is the CEO of Busselton Water and Robyn Paice is 
the chair. I thank them for the work they do. We are lucky to have them. We heard during the debate on energy prices 
that we were lucky that Western Australia did not allow the Liberal and National Parties to privatise Western Power 
and Synergy. The same applies to water—probably doubly so. It was a great pleasure to be responsible for those 
agencies as the minister. 
Stuart West is the CEO of the Forest Products Commission and Debra Blaskett is the chair of the commission. 
Again, they do an absolutely great job. The government decided to bring the practice of native logging to an end 
by the end of 2024. That was difficult for some members of the FPC, but it has worked hard, particularly in assisting 
with the transition of the staff and the mills. We negotiated an agreement with the Australian Workers’ Union that 
provided compensation. I will not say it was “generous compensation” because when people lose their employment, 
especially longstanding employment, almost nothing is generous. However, the redundancy package that we provided 
was reasonable in the circumstances. We heard the Leader of the Opposition today scoffing at the possibility that some 
workers in the timber industry could get a job in a lithium mine, for example, because they do not have the skills 
or the capacity to do that. Do not run down those workers, members on the other side. Do not underestimate them. 
Mr P.J. Rundle: Don’t close their industry down. 
Mr D.J. KELLY: What would the member for Roe know about anything? Not much. He lost a two-person ballot 
for the leadership of the Nationals WA to the member for Moore. That says a lot about the member for Roe. 
We worked hard with the Australian Workers’ Union and came up with a package for those workers. The 
Forest Products Commission has done a great job. As I said, I really want to thank Stuart West and Deb Blaskett, 
the chair, for the great job they do. 
A Department of Communities team assisted me with the youth portfolio. It is a small section within the Department 
of Communities, and I want to thank those people. I think we did some good work in my time as Minister for 
Youth. We provided funding to the Youth Pride Network, for example. That is a brilliant organisation that is taking 
on discrimination against young people by giving them their own voice. I really hope that organisation grows and 
is a feature of the landscape for a long time to come. In addition, we provided funding to TransFolk of WA for the 
same reasons. I want to thank Mike Rowe from the Department of Communities. Again, that has a very committed 
and dedicated group of public servants. 
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I also want to mention one other issue. I want to give a shout-out to a bunch of guys whom I have been supporting 
for the past three or four years. They were sexually abused, mainly at the hands of the Catholic Church, but not 
exclusively. I have been meeting with them on a regular basis every couple of months since—let me work it out—
2020, I think. That came about because I discovered that the principal of the school that I went to, Christian Brothers 
College Fremantle, was in fact a paedophile. That came out in a story in The West Australian. I had just been elected 
to Parliament when I found that out. Since then, I made contacts and people came to me when I started talking 
about these issues. From 2020, basically, I have been meeting with a bunch of guys who are working through dealing 
with that issue. It is amazing. You think you know about this stuff but you find out that you do not. The guys are 
mainly from the Christian Brothers, but some guys had also been abused at Aquinas, Trinity, CBC Highgate, 
CBC Fremantle, CBC Leederville and St Pat’s in Geraldton—the whole gamut. A lot of them have been going 
through the common-law processes. When the McGowan government was elected in 2017, we lifted the statute of 
limitations on common-law claims. That was a great thing. Some of those guys have chosen to go down that path, 
and that is really good. 

Today I want to acknowledge a couple of them who helped organise what is called a Loud Fence event in the week 
of Cardinal Pell’s funeral that was held in Australia. When the royal commission that Julia Gillard called heard 
evidence in Ballarat, one of the things that came out was the abuse that took place there. Some victims and their 
supporters began hanging ribbons on St Patrick’s Cathedral or college, I think it was. I forget the name of the 
institution. They began tying ribbons as a sign of support for the victims. Hanging ribbons on those various 
institutions has become a bit of a thing for victims of child sexual abuse at the hands of the Catholic Church in 
particular. When George Pell passed, he had an incredible, I suppose, religious equivalent of a 12-gun salute event at 
the Vatican in Rome. He was then given an amazing send-off by the Catholic Church in Sydney. The Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Sydney’s website talked about his funeral as if it was an upcoming concert event. I think it said 
that it was going to be the biggest event since the funeral of Archbishop Mannix—the most important event for 
the Catholic Church. There was no mention of George Pell’s role in the cover-up of child sexual abuse in the 
Catholic Church, which was revealed by the royal commission. There was no sensitivity to those victims. It was 
really a celebration of Cardinal Pell’s life. In response to the way that was handled, some of the guys I have been 
meeting with said they wanted to do the first Loud Fence event here in Western Australia. That resulted in probably 
20 or 30 people showing up a couple of days before the funeral to tie hundreds of ribbons to St Mary’s Cathedral 
in Victoria Square here in Perth. I think there will be more of that. It is just amazing how many people are touched 
by that issue. I want to give a shout-out to Jarrod Luscombe and some of the others who organised that. It takes guts 
to organise that sort of stuff. The Catholic Church has a history of not responding well. I just hope the Catholic Church 
has an opportunity, while dealing with that group of men, to turn over a new leaf. Part of it is how the church handles 
the litigation that it is now experiencing. As I said in an opinion piece in The West over Christmas, from talking to 
some of the lawyers that are dealing with those common-law claims, it appears that to deal with those claims the 
Catholic Church is now using the same tactics that the asbestos industry uses: it is dragging them out. It is making 
them difficult. It is really making it difficult for those complainants. I just hope the Catholic Church turns over 
a new leaf in dealing with those claims. 

I had hoped to talk to a bunch of the items that the Premier raised as our agenda for 2023. There is some really 
brilliant stuff, such as abortion law reform and rewriting the Equal Opportunity Act. There is some amazing stuff 
but, Deputy Speaker, I am going to run out of time. I look forward to this year being another great year for this 
government and I look forward to continuing as the member for Bassendean for some considerable time to come. 

MS M. BEARD (North West Central) [3.41 pm]: I rise to speak to the house as the newest member in the chamber, 
as everyone knows. From a regional perspective, I want to speak about many of the challenges faced by the regions. 
One such issue is the retention of populations in regional areas across the state. Many deficits and shortfalls across 
the regions are now having a direct impact on a lot of regional towns. It is a broad spectrum of issues, including 
infrastructure requirements for health, general staff shortages and difficulty in doing business. I acknowledge that 
we have had COVID as well. As populations reduce in a lot of these towns, communities are being impacted. The 
regions are a major contributor to the state economy through mining and agriculture, but I think it is enormously 
important that we support tourism to ensure continuity of income. We cannot rely on mining forever and we need 
to diversify into tourism as much as we can. We have so much to offer in the north west and I think everyone knows 
that. To support tourism, there is a need to support continual ongoing infrastructure and recognise the deficits. 

I have said before that people in the bush do not expect underground railways or massive stadiums, but they do 
expect the basic services and facilities that ensure that the livability of their town is sound. Perth is a long way from 
the north and the further we get from Perth, the less reliable a lot of services are. The further we get from a regional 
centre, the same thing applies. It is a mantra that I have been on about for the past few weeks and it is something 
that I have noticed. I have been in the regions when we had regional managers in service centres and I have been 
in the regions as they have been pulled away from the service centres. There is a remarkable correlation between 
what is happening on the ground and the fact that, in a lot of cases, the regional decision-makers are not in the town. 
I constantly get constituents coming to me complaining that they have an issue to deal with. They go to the office 
in town and they are referred to Perth. There is a disconnection in many cases because the regional senior executive 
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manager is not in the Gascoyne region. This comes back to the fact that the midwest–Gascoyne is a really large 
geographical space. Geraldton is a 500-kilometre drive from Perth, and Exmouth is another 400 kilometres, so it 
is 900 kilometres away from Perth. If someone in Exmouth is talking to someone in Perth, it is like they are speaking 
to someone in another state, as though we were on the other side of Australia. 

Housing is clearly an issue. We all understand that a shortage of housing across the regions is a problem that 
everyone faces. The lack of workers’ accommodation in the regions has been particularly prevalent for places such 
as Coral Bay, Exmouth and Kalbarri, which are in my electorate, and that has a knock-on effect. It is difficult to 
employ people. We cannot get staff, and when we can get staff, we have nowhere for them to be housed. I think it 
is really tricky for people to grow their businesses if there is no workers’ accommodation. It has been a slow 
process, but we really need to focus on this issue if we are going to take that next leap that I was speaking about 
of growing tourism so that tourism can be sustainable in the area and support those small businesses up and down 
the coast and inland. 

Another issue in housing concerns women’s refuges across the regions. I think many places do not have facilities 
for men who become displaced. I think that needs to be looked at, as does transitional housing for people coming 
out of refuges. The women’s refuge I am thinking of has women there for three months. After that, they often return 
to the same environment they came from and there is no kind of transitional space for them to move into as they 
move away from the safety of that refuge. 

I spoke before about general staff shortages. Staff in businesses and the hospitals are battling burnout across the 
board. We are finding that if people think it is difficult to live in the regions, they are migrating south to the larger 
centres; it is a lot easier for someone suffering burnout to live somewhere with facilities, services and things that 
make life a lot easier. 

I referred to infrastructure and services in the regions. Health infrastructure for the regions springs to mind. 
Meekatharra Hospital is still as it was years ago. I understand the plans are being drawn up. The Tom Price Hospital 
upgrade has stalled and there is no clarity around when that project might be delivered. The hospital that is causing 
concern for residents at the moment is Paraburdoo Hospital. It is in a dismal state of repair and is in urgent need 
of attention. I am not sure whether people realise, but if they are injured in Tom Price, they will be transported 
80 kilometres to Paraburdoo because there is no facility for the Royal Flying Doctor Service to land at Tom Price. 
Patients have to be filtered through Paraburdoo Hospital. For people who want to see a doctor in Paraburdoo, 
I understand now—after speaking with people this week—that the GP in Paraburdoo is no longer there because 
the block in which they were housed has come into such disrepair that it has been closed down. It seems that the GP 
is now in Tom Price and servicing residents who have to travel 80 kilometres each way to see a doctor. That is 
a concern to the community of Paraburdoo. Given that there are also enormous amounts of activity in that region, 
and another camp with 1 600 people is about to take off, we need to see some progress on Paraburdoo Hospital 
one way or another. 

Aged-care facilities and Silver Chain services continue to be an issue in regional areas. We need to enable people 
to stay in their towns and stay in their homes and stay with their families on country. The Carnarvon aged-care facility 
is already full and has a waiting list. I think it could be filled twice over. It is not a reason to stop once we have things, 
because the demand is there. Coupled with that is the maternity services in the regions. People right up north have 
been contacting me saying that maternity services are not a luxury. I think that having a baby is a special time for 
anyone, but having to travel and be away for five or six weeks not only incurs a cost but also means there is no 
family support. For someone who already has a family with three or four children, it is stressful to have to come 
to Perth. People not being able to access maternity services in the regions is a massive issue and it is extremely 
costly for them to travel. Constant upgrades are needed for nursing posts across the regions, particularly inland at 
Mt Magnet and Yalgoo, where people rely on them. As the mining industry progresses out there, there will be 
more demand on the nursing posts in Yalgoo, Cue and Mt Magnet. Shark Bay has around 700 residents, but it can 
swell to 7 000 and sometimes there is no doctor there. It is the same in Coral Bay. It has a nursing post but it is very 
limited. The ambulance and other services that are needed are volunteer based. There can be 3 000 to 5 000 people 
in that location as well. I am not sure whether the Royal Flying Doctor Service can still land at the Coral Bay 
airstrip. I think patients have to be transported to Exmouth or Learmonth. It is a concern. 

One thing that is really important to me, as it is to a lot of women, is access to breast screening and help for women 
in regional areas with breast cancer. It definitely has a profile, but we need to work more closely with the women 
in the regions who are impacted. It is a tricky time for everyone. 

Renal dialysis is another thing that everyone is acutely aware of. People who are living in Perth now are waiting 
for someone to vacate the chair in their town so that they can return to their families and receive the care that they 
need, some of them for the rest of their lives. Renal dialysis is very important to me. 

A lack of specialist services such as anaesthetists is a large part of the reason that maternity wards are struggling. 
There is the tyranny of distance and people in the regions have to make arduous trips. We have been really lucky 
not to have had more fatalities. Some of the hospitals struggle at times. I want to acknowledge the health workers 
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across the state, but particularly those in the regions; they are an amazing group of people. We have one paramedic 
in the region—Kyle. He is incredible. If it were not for Kyle, more people would have lost their lives on numerous 
occasions. I would like to say thank you to Kyle and to the staff at the nursing posts in regional areas. It is extremely 
challenging for them. They work long hours. They are often called in during the night because they are the only 
ones on call. I think they get overlooked because they are always there. That service is not always there; it is just 
that they are special people. 
Education is another topic that we touched on yesterday. I see it as the main catalyst to drive change in communities 
across the state. I do not think that any of the issues that are happening in the regions at the moment are not happening 
in Perth. Anyone who gets off the bus in town in the morning and walks through Forrest Chase will see that it is 
exactly the same as it is in many of the regions across the state. Education and training and getting people back into 
employment is really important. I have raised this before, but it was disappointing to see that the Exmouth and 
Carnarvon TAFE campuses were excluded from the funding provided for lecturers. I am unsure of the reason for 
that. Free courses are now being offered. I know that two lecturers took voluntary severances last year. The future 
of those campuses needs to be questioned. Will they still exist? I really hope they do. I hope they do not disappear 
because I think they are really important. 
The cost of living and the cost of freight, particularly in the regions, is something that people have had to live with. 
In more recent times, it has been exacerbated. A recent media report showed that 38 per cent of Western Australians 
were having trouble paying their mortgage compared with the national average of 33 per cent. It is felt more acutely 
in the regions. Fuel is more expensive. I think I paid $2.85 a litre in Tom Price not so long ago. It is an enormous 
cost difference for people and families living in those regions who are travelling around, but it is felt more acutely 
by pensioners and seniors in the regions. I have met a lot of them in the electorate and they are finding it really 
hard to make ends meet, particularly when it comes to health. The increase in the patient assisted travel scheme 
payment has not kept up with the increase in the cost of living. A constituent of mine had to travel to Perth for health 
reasons. He needed his own bathroom. The best he could get was a backpacker’s room for $100 a night. He really 
struggled because he is elderly. Everything is harder. He struggled to get on the plane by himself. He was not able 
to take a carer. He had to find his way off the plane and get into a taxi with his luggage. He is quite frail. These are 
some of the challenges that seniors in the regions are facing at the moment. The fuel levy is another issue. Fuel prices 
have significantly increased and I think the older demographic who rely on their pensions are finding it tricky. 
It has been a long journey for the people of Kalbarri since cyclone Seroja. Many of them are still struggling. I know 
that a lot of businesses in Kalbarri have closed. I think someone quoted that 16 businesses have closed during that 
time. Some people still have a tarp on the roof of their house. The people on the ground and the volunteers have 
done an incredible job. We need to make sure that we progress this recovery project for Kalbarri. There is still a lot 
of work to do. We need to get some of the infrastructure back in place as soon as we can. The same applies to the 
Kimberley. I hope it does not take the same length of time there as it has taken in Kalbarri after cyclone Seroja. 
I think the Leader of the Opposition mentioned the impact of the floods on tourism in WA. It is a big concern for 
the people I speak to in the north. They are concerned at the length of time it is taking to free up the east–west access 
through Fitzroy. A lot of people who travel down along the coast, including those who travel all the way to Esperance, 
come along that pathway. If that is delayed through the high season, and with the current price of fuel, I do not 
think people will double back. There is concern about that amongst operators well below the Kimberley area. 
I know that some have already had cancellations because of that. This could be a tricky time for those businesses 
that have already been through an arduous time in the last year. They have had no staff and are operating at below 
capacity in many cases. 
People are really looking forward to the solar eclipse. I hope that the towns that have very small cohorts and limited 
resources get through that unscathed. One of the issues for a lot of people is road safety. People are also worried 
about whether the health service will stack up. Hopefully, we can cater for this event. After the event, obviously 
there will need to be a clean-up. The impact on the environment has also been raised constantly with me. 
I think someone touched on mental health today. Mental health issues really are prevalent across all industries. It 
is tricky. A lot of people with mental health issues do not know they have mental health issues. Suicide is another 
major issue. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms M. BEARD: Linking back to tourism and the Kimberley, one of the big infrastructure projects that is causing 
grief is the sealing of the Goldfields Highway, or the Wiluna–Meeka road as they call it. Last month, there were 
three or four accidents, with a couple of truck rollovers. A lot of traffic is now using that road as an alternative because 
access in the north is blocked. The Kimberley floods have highlighted even more the need to seal that state highway 
in its entirety as soon as we can. With the wealth in our state, that road needs to be prioritised, as there is mining 
activity and other traffic on the road now. I urge the government to try to get that on the table as quickly as it can. 
The last issue in the regions I will talk about is crime—across communities and across Australia. It is something 
that I think most people understand is incredibly complex to resolve; there is no white knight coming over the hill, 
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but the situation has reached crisis point in many places. Newman is a classic case of a town that we hear about 
sporadically, but when we speak to people who come from Newman, we hear that they are actually in a really bad 
place. The same goes for Mt Magnet, Port Hedland and Halls Creek. I have spoken to people from all those places, 
and they are all having the same issues. A multifaceted approach is needed. There is also a shortage of foster carers 
in a lot of the regions, and there is a dire need for safe spaces to keep kids safe, because they are just not safe. We 
need to target a number of things in terms of getting kids back on track. Education and breaking the cycle of crime 
is really important. We have programs in place that will improve circumstances in five or 10 years, but we have 
a cohort of neglected and dysfunctional children who, one way or another, we need to save from becoming the 
next wave flowing through the justice system. 
Collaboration is needed in every space, and I think I said this yesterday. This issue has been kicking around for 
generations and has clearly now become worse and systemic. There is no accountability and there are no 
consequences at the moment, so the behaviours of some youth are being normalised. It is quite normal for a pack 
of 10 or 12 kids to go into a chemist and try on the shoes and shirts and walk out with them; it has become almost 
a game. We need to break those behavioural cycles and we need to find a way to make people accountable. It will 
take a number of different strategies; we have spoken about a lot of them. 

Amendment to Question 
Ms M. BEARD: On that note, I move — 

That the following words be added after “noted” — 
and that this house recognises the abject failure of the McGowan government to acknowledge, 
let alone address, the worsening and deeply troubling crime issue across our state, and its “out of 
sight, out of mind” approach to crime in regional Western Australia 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Leader of the Opposition) [4.02 pm]: I rise to speak to this excellent amendment 
put by the member for North West Central — 

… that this house recognises the abject failure of the McGowan government to acknowledge, let alone 
address, the worsening and deeply troubling crime issue across our state, and its “out of sight, out of mind” 
approach to crime in regional Western Australia 

We know that an out of sight, out of mind approach has certainly been taken in the member’s home town of 
Carnarvon. She has called on the Premier to visit the town, but no visit has taken place, so it is very much out of 
sight, out of mind for the Premier in respect of crime in Carnarvon. This is despite the fact that both the current 
and previous members for North West Central have advocated for action to take place in that town to address its 
burgeoning crime situation, in common with many communities across regional Western Australia. 
We read news reports daily about police cars being hunted down and rammed by out-of-control young people in 
many towns in the north, and we also hear about violent assaults and children on the streets at all hours of the night. 
There is nowhere for those children to go. There are also families whose dysfunction means that the children are 
not safe in their own homes, so they wander the streets late at night because they cannot find anywhere safe to stay. 
The police are at a loss to know what to do with the children in those communities, but we continue to hear the 
government denying that there are any problems in this space. 
I have often heard government members refer to a program called Target 120, which is said to be helping to address 
the situation of at-risk young people in regional Western Australia. I asked question on notice 649 about Target 120, 
which was turned in on 1 December 2022. I asked how many families were involved and where they were located, 
and I note in the answer that no families were listed in the member for North West Central’s electorate, despite it 
being the geographically largest electorate in the state and the fact that it takes in many, many communities where 
there are issues. I do not see any Target 120 activity listed for Carnarvon, despite it having been raised as an issue 
over many months by both the member and her predecessor. Programs are being run in Bunbury, Kalgoorlie and, 
thankfully, in Broome, but not in the community of Carnarvon, where this has been consistently raised by the 
member as an issue that needs to be dealt with. 
We know that regional areas fare very poorly under the current regime in terms of outcomes of crime. The Premier 
claimed today that there had been a reduction in crime and therefore there was no issue. I would say two things 
about that. Firstly, it has got to the point in some communities that certain levels of crime are so common the police 
are actually not encouraging people to report crimes anymore because it will simply overwhelm the police, who 
cannot take on any more work. It has to be a very serious crime to actually now get reported in certain communities. 
Has there been a reduction in reporting due to the lack of capacity for the police to act? 
I also point out that although the Premier might have been talking about a state average or a statewide number, 
there is a huge disparity between regional figures and metropolitan figures. I have a list of crime rates from the 
Western Australia Police Force incident management system that compares incidents in the regions with those in 
the metropolitan area, based on the monthly crime rate per 100 000 people for the first half of 2022–23. I will run 
through some of those statistics, because the disparity is shocking. 
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For homicide, the figure is 0.9 reports for every 100 000 people in the metropolitan area, on a monthly basis, 
compared with 4.8 in the regions. In other words, homicide is five times more likely in the regions than in Perth. 
That should surely ring alarm bells for anyone. For recent sexual offences, the figure is 73.6 reports in the metropolitan 
area and 148 in the country, so twice as many. For family assaults, there were 350.7 in the metro area and 1 201 in 
the country. That means more than one person in 100 is involved in a family assault. For non-family assaults, it was 
238 compared with 469. For threatening behaviour, there were 57 for metro and 238 in the regions. For non-family 
threatening behaviour, there were 65.3 reports in the metropolitan area and 136 in the country. For burglaries, there 
were 331 in the metropolitan area and 672 in the regions—twice as many. For stealing of a motor vehicle, there 
were 101 compared with 192. For property damage, there were 425 compared with 919; arson, 11 compared with 40; 
drug offences, 349 compared with 628; and for breaches of violence restraining orders, it was 174 compared 
with 492. Those are huge disparities between the metropolitan area and the regions, so it is no wonder that regional 
people are feeling under siege. I can tell members that in some of the towns I represent the figures would be nothing 
like that; we are talking about certain communities where this is way out of control, but we have had nothing but 
denial and a lack of action from this government.  
In fact, government members have catcalled both the previous and the current members for North West Central 
for supposedly running their community down when they are actually responding to an urgent and dire need in 
their community that needs to be addressed by the government, instead of the government trying to shame or belittle 
whoever is sitting in the chair representing the electorate of North West Central. We have seen that consistently in 
this Parliament, and I believe we saw it again today. I thought some of the comments being made were deliberately 
aimed at trying to belittle the member instead of addressing, in a serious manner, the very serious situation that is 
occurring in not just her town, but also Halls Creek. By all sorts of statistics, Halls Creek is out of control. Halls Creek 
has been known to be a problem for many months. We have been talking about the situation in that town for a long 
time now, virtually the entirety of this government, yet very little is being done. Extra police have been involved 
and sent up there in some sort of strike force. They are not in the community, they do not understand the community 
and they really do not want to be there. They have been sent up there because the situation is out of control due to 
there being no presence of services in those communities before these incidents began. When these people were 
younger, they could have been helped to prevent crime getting out of control in the communities. 
We know what is happening in the justice system generally. We have seen the dysfunction in Banksia Hill Detention 
Centre. We have seen the inability of this government to recognise that it has a problem, and that what it is doing 
is just increasing the issue. It is just churning out people who are more likely to end up in the justice system for 
many years to come instead of rejuvenating and turning these people around and getting them into normality and 
a life outside the justice system where they can have constructive and happy lives, not destructive lives in institutions 
for many years to come. 
This is an urgent need. The member for North West Central has highlighted this need. I believe the government 
should listen to the member instead of trying to belittle and discredit the member, and say that she is running down 
her community. She is not running down her community; she is representing her community. I expect the government 
to actually listen. I expect the government to act and I expect it to do everything it can to ensure that those shocking 
statistics that I have just read out turn around and some sense of normality and equality of expectation is met so 
that regional people feel safe in their homes and communities, young people in regional areas are not being led 
down the garden path into lives of crime and institutionalisation, and they have strong healthy families with an 
education and a future. That is all she is asking for. That is what we are asking for. 
MS L. METTAM (Vasse — Leader of the Liberal Party) [4.12 pm]: I rise to support this worthy amendment — 

… that this house recognises the abject failure of the McGowan government to acknowledge, let alone 
address, the worsening and deeply troubling crime issue across our state, and its “out of sight, out of mind” 
approach to crime in regional Western Australia. 

I will refer to and touch on question time today as a starting point. The out of sight, out of mind approach was very 
much seen front and centre today during question time when the Premier was asked a range of questions about this 
important issue. As the Leader of the Opposition stated, this government has a selective approach when it comes 
to crime in our community, and not just in the regions. There has been an emphasis on regional Western Australia, 
but it is right across the state as well. In the latest crime statistics, there has been a 13.9 per cent increase in offences 
against persons—that is, violent crime. That is a 34.9 per cent increase from the five-year average. That is crime 
across the board in this state. Although the Premier talked in very selective figures about crime going down—those 
relating to drug offences, perhaps because of the border closure, and against property, and we know that technology 
has enabled that to happen—what is very much concerning Western Australians in particular in the regions, and 
out in the suburbs of Perth, is the escalation of antisocial behaviour and violent crime. This government should 
take that very seriously; it should not be something that the government tries to spin. It should put in place every 
effort to ensure that it is illustrating that it cares about this issue. 
If we look at the five-year change in further statistics, such as sexual offences, we will see there has been an 
eight per cent increase; for assault, a 29 per cent increase; and for threatening behaviour to family members, 
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a 47 per cent increase. That is right across the board. There is no way of spinning that. It is very clear that the 
McGowan government is ignoring a very serious issue right across this state, particularly in regional areas. It is 
extraordinary to hear the spin from this government about these concerns, particularly about incidents of youth 
crime in regional communities, because we are seeing that people are not feeling safe in their homes and in their 
communities. The Premier’s approach is to encourage parents and say that parents need to be parents. That falls well 
short of addressing the real fear that community members feel about these incidents that have got out of control. 
The WA Police Union has its own statistics as well. It has a measure that is the crime severity score, which reflects 
the relative harm of offences, rather than counting the raw number of felonies. According to its statistics released 
last year, it highlighted that over a 10-year period, offences had increased by 22 per cent across regional WA in 
a decade and had climbed 15 per cent in Perth as well. Over the past 10 years, seven offence categories have had 
significant increases. Abduction and harassment is up 68 per cent, sexual offences are up 61 per cent, fraud and 
deception is up 58 per cent, offences against justice are up 49 per cent, illicit drugs are up 48 per cent, and weapons 
and explosives are up 17.6 per cent. The big increases should be of no surprise, with the Pilbara experiencing 
a 31 per cent overall increase over that 10-year period, the goldfields–Esperance a 35.5 per cent increase, the 
midwest–Gascoyne a 45 per cent increase, and the Kimberley an extraordinary 96 per cent increase in offences. 
That certainly highlights the points raised by the member for North West Central, which were also well articulated 
by the Leader of the Opposition, about the significant increase of severity of crime outside the metropolitan area. 
That is something that this government is clearly not focused on.  
The alliance takes very seriously assaults on police officers. The rate of assaults on WA officers increased in 
nine of the Western Australia Police Force’s 15 districts, with eight of them experiencing increases of greater than 
20 per cent—58.8 per cent in the wheatbelt, 55.7 per cent in the midwest–Gascoyne, 44.6 per cent in the great 
southern and 22.2 per cent in the Kimberley. Other increases occurred in the metropolitan area, with an increase 
of 38 per cent in Cannington, for example. Western Australian police are leaving in droves. The number of police 
officers who left the force over the past 12-month reportable period was more than double the previous year. 
WA police officers do not feel that this government has their back. A range of examples highlight that. The police 
union today called on the government to better support it. WA police are asking to be better supported when they 
are out in their vehicles. There was a call today for better training and equipment so that police can do their job 
safely and support a safer community. The threat of criminal action and the loss of employment should not be 
a worry for police who are simply going about their everyday duty. This is the feedback from not only the police 
union, but also the community, particularly in regional areas but across Western Australia. The opposition supports 
the call from the union that the adoption of dash cams would lead to better road safety. That policy was presented 
as a trial in the 2017 election campaign. Other states, including New South Wales and Tasmania, use dash cams. 
The opposition has presented this policy in the past. We support any measure that will better equip WA police as 
they go about their job. The approach of the Minister for Police and the McGowan government of using selective 
figures, brushing away concerns, providing spin and calling out these very real concerns as simply operational 
matters falls well short of addressing the real concerns that our police officers share. The opposition believes that 
more needs to be done to ensure that more police do not leave the force. Over a 12-month period, 465 officers left 
the force. We need to ensure that our police are better supported. 
We also need real answers when the government addresses these issues. I referred to Laverton in question time today. 
I asked a reasonable question of the Premier—that is, whether he supported the Albanese government’s position 
of removing the cashless debit card and whether this government supported alternative solutions. We again got 
a bit of a non-answer from the government, effectively backing the Albanese government’s removal of the cashless 
debit card without an alternative or any real solutions. We have heard from Pat Hill, the shire president of Laverton, 
who expressed real despair about this situation. I quote — 

“When they pulled out the cashless card, they aren’t thinking about the consequences on the ground—
it’s the last thing on their mind in Canberra where all they’re thinking about is votes … 
“It hasn’t fixed anything—it’s made things worse. Now the politicians should be coming out here to see 
what’s going on so they can fix it.” 

Pat Hill also points to a big spike in antisocial behaviour, including violent public brawls and a range of other 
incidents. He has been public about the despair he feels about this issue. I had the opportunity to speak to Janice Scott, 
an elder from that community. She raised concerns about what she has seen on the ground in her community following 
the removal of the cashless debit card without any alternative solutions or restrictions. It was disappointing to hear 
the Premier brush off that decision as simply an election commitment of the Albanese government. This issue 
needs to be taken much more seriously, given the real concerns that Janice Scott and Pat Hill raised about the level 
of family and domestic violence and the violence that Janice has witnessed on the ground in the Laverton community. 
It is very distressing and it is disappointing that the Premier did not offer any clear solutions to this issue. 
I note the question by the member for North West Central about the announcement of $250 million from the federal 
government for the Northern Territory to address social issues and crime. The opposition asked the Premier whether 
he would stand up for Western Australia and ensure that the federal government made a similar commitment to 
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address these significant issues that are devastating communities in the north of the state and across regional WA. 
We again received a glib response from the government on this issue, pointing to the windfall it received from 
a previous federal government as an example of how it is representing the state. There is a new federal government 
representing Western Australia and the rest of the country—the Albanese government. It is the Albanese government 
that has provided $250 million for the Northern Territory. Given the reports we are hearing across our state and in 
regions such as the North West Central electorate and more remote regions, including Laverton, it is only fair that 
Western Australians get a fair share of that funding commitment to address this very real issue. Given the feedback 
from Pat Hill and Janice Scott and people on the ground in the Laverton community about the level of abuse and 
family and domestic violence, it is only fair that this government at least acknowledges this issue and steps up for 
Western Australia. We need to see the Premier step up for Western Australia and back calls to address urgently 
this issue and provide solutions, particularly to the Laverton community that has now been left with this dire situation. 
The member for North West Central and the Leader of the Opposition have provided greater detail on the challenges 
facing other regional communities. I have also pointed to statistics on the serious levels of crime affecting other 
regional areas. 
The government cannot wash its hands of this. This is a government that is meant to represent all of Western Australia, 
not just Perth. It is worth pointing out that these issues are quite prominent in the city as well. On Australia Day 
we saw riots in Yagan Square and brawls on the Rockingham foreshore, on Murray Street and in Northbridge. It 
is quite clear that the government does not have control of this issue. What is even more concerning is that it seems 
that the government is also not taking this issue seriously. It brushes off concerns as the federal government’s 
problem and does not step up for Western Australia. It is not aware of the issues that are happening in communities 
outside of Perth. This has led to a situation in which many communities are living in fear and experiencing significant 
concerns about youth from a child protection perspective. 
In many respects I agree with the Premier’s comments about parents. Of course parents need to step up and be 
parents. However, when there is a severe level of neglect, people are not feeling safe in their homes and communities, 
and there is heavy federal government investment in one state, we also expect the Premier to not only provide some 
decisive leadership and stand up for Western Australia and these vulnerable communities, but also back up our 
police force. We expect the Premier to back up police with the training and equipment that they require. 
We have also called for urgent laws needed to protect police officers from police car ramming incidents. These 
laws have been introduced in other states and there is no reason why this government cannot do the same. As an 
opposition, we back WA police officers and regional communities, as well as the broader concerns of those who 
are increasingly not feeling safe in their homes across the state. It is only fair that the Premier and the McGowan 
government do the same. 
MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Environment) [4.32 pm]: The government will be opposing this 
amendment from the member for North West Central on the basis that it is simply not true. Once again, the opposition 
has resorted to extreme, overblown, false language to describe what is happening in Western Australia, so we will 
oppose this amendment. There was a line about things being out of sight and out of mind and the government 
ignoring issues. The member who put this amendment to the question was actually aware that I was in her town 
of Carnarvon on Thursday last week. She is no doubt aware that today she had a meeting with the Minister for 
Police about the issues in Carnarvon, and I am sure that she should be aware that the Premier will visit Carnarvon 
this week. 
Ms L. Mettam: I am not aware of that. 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: The member was certainly aware that I was with her in Carnarvon on Thursday. She is aware 
of her own conversation with the police minister. 
Mr R.S. Love: Did you give notice that you were in Carnarvon? You used to get these little notices when ministers 
would go into your electorate. We don’t get them anymore. We haven’t got them for years. 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: Okay. The local member was certainly aware that I was in Carnarvon because she attended 
the event. 
I just want to point out the government’s response to the issues about crime that have been raised today. It has been 
thorough and actually resulted in changes and improvements. The state government has been very active in Carnarvon 
and other regions around the state. An extra family support unit through the Department of Communities was installed 
in Carnarvon. A Target 120 program has been introduced. It existed in other regions throughout the state — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: Will members let me speak? It has recently been introduced into Carnarvon. Police resources 
have been increased. I know that over the Christmas and new year period, thousands of dollars in grants were made 
available to engage young people in things like sport and other community activities.  
I will go through some of the crime statistics that have been debated in this place this afternoon and I will just mention 
one out of Carnarvon specifically. Through police sources, we have been told that as a result of our initiatives over 
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the new year in Carnarvon, the incidence of damage and burglary has actually decreased by as much as 25 per cent. 
That is a short-term win. I congratulate the Minister for Police and the police in that town for those initiatives, as 
well as the members of the Department of Communities and everyone involved in the activation of those activities 
for young people. 
The Leader of the Liberal Party made a comment in this place just a moment ago that there had been a 34.9 per cent 
increase in crime over the past five years. Again, it is the opposition’s habit to simply pluck figures out of the air 
with no basis or foundation. There has actually been a 3.4 per cent decrease in offences against people and property 
over the past five years. This is stated on the Western Australia Police Force website. That kind of deliberate 
misinformation and distortion is not helpful for productive debate in this place. If members opposite want to question 
it and throw around figures like that, they are questioning the validity of what the Western Australia Police Force 
itself says. Again, the WA Liberal leader is deliberately misleading the Parliament. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms R.S. Stephens): Excuse me, minister, can you please retract the last comment that 
you just made. 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: What I will say is that the comments by the Liberal leader — 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Sorry, minister, can you withdraw those comments that you made. 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: I withdraw, Madam Acting Speaker. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: I make the point that the comments made by the Liberal Party are not correct and do not align 
with what the Western Australia Police Force has stated publicly. 
The claim was made by the Leader of the Liberal Party that the Premier in question time used selective statistics 
about drug offences. She claimed that maybe the statistics showed the impact of border closures. Again, this is 
incorrect. The Premier’s statistics were for 2022 when the border was open for the vast majority of the year. I will 
go through those figures again from 2022 when the border closures ended and the border was open for the vast 
majority of the year. The number of burglaries went down by 40 per cent, the number of car theft and stealing offences 
went down by 25 per cent, property damage went down by 24 per cent and drug offences went down by 42 per cent. 
Another comment made by the Leader of the Liberal Party was that crimes against property have actually decreased 
because of technology. Again, this is incorrect. The number of crimes against property have decreased significantly 
under the McGowan government because of our investment into the Western Australia Police Force. We have 
committed to recruiting 950 additional police officers over the rate of attrition. So far, 748 of those 950 officers 
have been recruited. 
The crime figures in Carnarvon are interesting. There are issues in Carnarvon and the member for North West Central 
has pointed them out, as has the Leader of the Opposition. Core to these issues is the problem of alcohol abuse. 
I want to go to the local community of Carnarvon and point to the Shire of Carnarvon’s Youth strategy plan 2022–2025. 
Page 18 states — 

… a range of issues faced by both youth and the community, including the negative profile of Carnarvon 
youth that is portrayed within the community and media forums; alcohol, drugs … 

At page 31, it states — 
… our research highlighted causal factors that contribute to youth entering the Justice System. A number 
of these factors were identified in our consultation, having relevance in the Carnarvon community. The 
significant factors being: 

• The use of alcohol and drugs 
• The link between alcohol and domestic violence, and property crime … 

Again, it is about the impact of alcohol in that community. 
Page 11 states that the Shire of Carnarvon and the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries 
should — 

Support and promote government initiatives on positive health and wellbeing that include: 
• drug and alcohol awareness 

The Shire of Carnarvon’s Intensive family & community intervention 2022–2023 report states that the safety and 
wellbeing of at-risk youth — 

is frequently compromised on a daily basis; and there are also grave concerns of predatory exploitation 
as at-risk youth being exposed to alcohol and substance misuse. 
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We have a community that is facing issues. Last Thursday, I went to Carnarvon and to the liquor accord meeting. 
This is a new liquor accord that was formed — 
Ms M. Beard interjected. 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: — at the encouragement of the DLGSC. I congratulated the forum members that they had 
come together. It consisted of local licensees, members of the police and health workers as well as the council chaired 
by Councillor Eddie Smith. I said that I was there to listen. I said that I wanted to know the issues in Carnarvon, 
how they are related to alcohol abuse and how we could work together for these problems to be solved. 
I think the member for North West Central is a member of the liquor accord—no? She was certainly in the room 
at the time, I guess as an observer. 
Ms M. Beard: I’m a local member; the local member has always gone to it. 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: Okay. She was in the room at the time. I asked the people in that room directly: “What are the 
issues? How is liquor impacting this community? How can we work together to solve this problem?” Not one voice 
was raised—crickets. The shire president, Eddie Smith, shook his head because he knows that these issues and 
complaints are being raised all the time about action that is needed but not one member at that time when I asked 
the question wanted to stand up and say what could be an initiative of the liquor accord. I might also add that the 
liquor accord has recently come up with a modest set of initiatives that involve things like not displaying beverages 
with a high alcohol content, but still making them available, as well as restricting the passage of taxis through 
drive-through bottle shops. These are mild initiatives. I understand that they were put up at a previous liquor 
accord. At the liquor accord I attended, there was debate about whether they should go ahead with those measures. 
The liquor accord seems to be having some trouble in Carnarvon in progressing initiatives to make positive changes 
on the ground. 
Dr D.J. Honey: If you reckon that’s a solution, then we know we’ve got problems. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Cottesloe! 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: Member for Cottesloe, if I can just continue, because this is important. The government works 
very hard in many ways to implement support on the ground. There are police. There are communities. There is 
a range of support and it is having an impact but communities need to take responsibility. Communities need to step 
up. In the same way that parents need to have responsibility for their children, communities need to have a role in 
this. Governments can never do it on their own. Governments have a very important role but we rely on communities 
and community members to get active and involved. The liquor accord is a way for the community to come together 
and put real change on the table to address issues at the local level. Liquor accords are best placed to do this because 
they are closest to the problems, they know the issues and the way the town will respond and can put forward those 
issues. Unfortunately, we are not seeing effective changes being suggested at the moment by this liquor accord. 
It was mentioned by members opposite that Halls Creek has problems, and indeed many areas of Western Australia 
do. In Halls Creek, there are tough liquor restrictions. Certain categories of high alcohol liquor cannot be sold 
and there are restrictions on quantities. Those restrictions have been imposed on communities by the director of 
Liquor Licensing. The choice is very clear for the community in Carnarvon. It needs to step up. It needs to come 
up with its own solutions because the option beyond that is the director of Liquor Licensing responding in a way 
that imposes restrictions that are not the result of local consultation or a collective approach by the liquor accord. 
They are imposed on the community after a process. My preference is for communities to use the liquor accords — 
Ms M. Beard: Is that with the cashless card? 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: The member is talking about a federal issue. I am talking about how we need to play a role 
together as a community. I would suggest that the liquor accord in Carnarvon gets serious and plays an active and 
positive role. It is a way of making changes in the community. When the option and the ability to make changes is 
available, I urge them to take it. This is an opportunity for members of that liquor accord, who include a range of 
licensees in town. The member for North West Central knows very well that there are issues on a very close basis 
because of her involvement in the industry. There needs to be responsibility across the board. The police are doing 
what they can. The council is doing what it can. Local health workers are doing what they can. The community is 
crying out for action yet the liquor accord, which is in a wonderful position to make change based on local knowledge, 
is not doing it. Even the very light-touch initiatives that were suggested at a previous liquor accord meeting are now 
being debated and questioned by certain members of that liquor accord. It is not all of them, but certain members 
of that liquor accord—I think the member knows who they are—are questioning whether even the most light-touch 
initiatives should be introduced. There is debate about process on the liquor accord. I understand that there are 
people who do not attend meetings and then come to meetings and complain about decisions of the accord. This 
government is prepared to give all the support through the agency for that liquor accord to operate and to be a sensible 
way of introducing meaningful changes on the ground. 
When we talk about issues across the community involving crime, we know that overwhelmingly they involve alcohol 
and alcohol abuse. There are different approaches in different communities. Some communities in Western Australia 
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are completely dry. People in communities write to me and request that alcohol be banned in their communities. That 
is an approach that often happens and is effective. The director of Liquor Licensing can impose a whole range of 
other options. In a community like Carnarvon, I think it is appropriate that the liquor accord works out its own course. 
We are giving that community the opportunity to play a role, to step up and to be responsible, like other members of 
the community need to be responsible and like families need to responsible for their kids. Businesses need to be 
responsible for the way that they behave in the community. The member for North West Central has a very key role 
here. She has a very direct and key role here to step up, be involved and take responsibility. She is asking the government 
to do many things, and it is. The government will continue to do those things but we are asking communities, 
important liquor accord organisations and licensees that can play a very direct and important role to step up. We are 
asking the member to step up and play that role. That is the challenge for the member for North West Central and other 
members opposite. They should step up and play a role in their communities. They should take a part in the process 
and be responsible for their communities, like we expect everyone else, such as parents, police and other community 
members, to be responsible. This is their opportunity. Rather than criticise and attack and use false information, such 
as that given by the Leader of the Liberal Party that I have detailed, to try to score political points in this place, I am 
asking members opposite to work together with the government, play a constructive role, step up with real and 
meaningful changes on that liquor accord, and let us see what we can do for the people of Carnarvon together. 

Division 
Amendment put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Ms R.S. Stephens) casting her vote with the noes, with 
the following result — 

Ayes (6) 

Ms M.J. Davies Mr R.S. Love Mr P.J. Rundle  
Dr D.J. Honey Ms L. Mettam Ms M. Beard (Teller)  

 

Noes (39) 

Mr S.N. Aubrey Ms J.L. Hanns Mr K.J.J. Michel Ms J.J. Shaw 
Mr G. Baker Mr T.J. Healy Ms L.A. Munday Ms R.S. Stephens 
Ms L.L. Baker Mr M. Hughes Mrs L.M. O’Malley Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Dr K. Stratton 
Ms C.M. Collins Mr D.J. Kelly Mr S.J. Price Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr R.H. Cook Ms E.J. Kelsbie Mr D.T. Punch Ms C.M. Tonkin 
Ms L. Dalton Dr J. Krishnan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms D.G. D’Anna Mr M. McGowan Ms R. Saffioti Ms S.E. Winton 
Ms K.E. Giddens Ms S.F. McGurk Ms A. Sanderson Ms C.M. Rowe (Teller) 
Ms M.J. Hammat Mr D.R. Michael Mr D.A.E. Scaife  

Amendment thus negatived. 
Consideration Resumed 

MS E.J. KELSBIE (Warren–Blackwood) [4.54 pm]: I rise today to support the Premier’s Statement and  update 
the chamber on just a few of the amazing things happening in my electorate, Warren–Blackwood. Before I start, 
I would like to wish some of my neighbours in Denmark, Mr Desmond Moore and Mrs Janet Moore, a happy 
sixty-fifth wedding anniversary. Here is to many more anniversaries to come. 
In November, I was really lucky to host community cabinet, which gives ministers a chance to come down to 
Margaret River, Bridgetown, Manjimup and the local communities to talk to groups, individuals and volunteers 
about what is important to them. We kicked off in the town hall in Margaret River. It was a diverse crowd. We 
had representatives from schools, sports clubs, community organisations, tourism and business. They were able to 
ask ministers questions on a range of topics, from education and the environment—there were many questions on 
the environment—to tourism, health, and surf safety down at Main Break. I also hosted a community breakfast in 
Bridgetown. Thanks to Pip and her team from the Bridgetown Pottery–Restaurant. The breakfast was outstanding 
and the venue is absolutely divine. Volunteers and community representatives from across the electorate came 
along to dine and mingle with the cabinet. It was a great opportunity to thank them for the important work that 
they do to support our local communities and acknowledge the time and effort that they put in. I have had many, 
many comments and thankyous for being able to have a one-on-one conversation with one of the ministers and get 
some great feedback, as well. Thank you so much for coming down. 
We also hosted a community lunch in Manjimup. Thanks to Pauly and Deb from the Manjimup Gateway Hotel. 
We celebrated our region as the food bowl of the south west, bringing together agriculture, producers, tourism, 
hospitality, small business, innovation and events. Just so that members know, in food production, the Shire of 
Manjimup provides 67 per cent of our state’s avocados, kiwifruit and processing potatoes, 61 per cent of our state’s 
apples and 35 per cent of our state’s seed potatoes. It is also a major truffle-producing area of the state. At the 
lunch, local business owners were able to hear from the Premier, meet the cabinet and network with other businesses. 
Again, I have had many thankyous in person and by email thanking cabinet and the Premier for coming down and 
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not just listening to the concerns of the community, but also helping to celebrate some of the amazing opportunities 
and successes of Warren–Blackwood. It really gave locals the opportunity to not only meet the Premier and cabinet 
ministers, but also discuss what is important in our region.  
We have recently made some great funding announcements across Warren–Blackwood, supporting local community 
groups, schools, organisations and businesses that are helping to keep our community safe, active, vibrant and 
exciting. In the Shire of Augusta–Margaret River, we have just provided $50 000 to the Augusta Community 
Development Association to hold the Taalinup (Augusta) Adventurethon, which is a multidiscipline, multi-sector, 
any-time race designed for participants of all ages and levels. I am someone who likes to take part in these adventure 
races and I used to go to Augusta quite regularly with friends and colleagues from Denmark Surf Life Saving Club 
to participate in the Anaconda adventure race. My leg of the adventure race is obviously the swim, but I have also 
done the paddle. Unfortunately, this left the community some years ago and is now run out of Dunsborough. It is 
outstanding to see the community pull together and come up with its own adventurethon to help bring tourism and 
get people active and connected within the community. 
We also provided $19 000 to the country music club towards the Boyup Brook Country Music Festival. It takes place 
this weekend. If members get the opportunity, I encourage them to pop down and take a look. The local community 
works really hard to make this festival an absolutely ripper event. It has been going for 35 years and I understand 
that it is an absolute favourite on the country music scene. 
Moving to the Shire of Bridgetown–Greenbushes, we are also making important upgrades to local schools, with 
funding for solar panels provided to Bridgetown Primary School through the clean energy technology fund, and 
funding for Bridgetown High School for new toilets. These investments are in addition to the STEM upgrades.  
In my home town in the Shire of Denmark, we are supporting local businesses, too. Recently I attended the regional 
economic development grant event and talked to Matt Candy, who is the owner and founder of MCC Contractors. 
It received $140 000 through the RED grant for an expansion and a new integration facility project in Denmark, 
which will allow the service, repair and fabrication of machinery. In the event in Albany, Matt was talking about 
the huge growth in his staffing. He had near on doubled his staffing and was picking up lots of new projects, providing 
local jobs for people not only in Denmark, but also the surrounding communities of Walpole and Mt Barker and 
probably Albany. It has been 12 months, almost to the day, since the bushfires in Denmark, and I have to say 
congratulations to MCC Contractors, and in particular Matt Candy, who spent many hours on the diggers and dozers, 
moving sand around to try to create breaks to help keep our town and community safe. 
In the Shire of Donnybrook–Balingup, we invested $473 333, through the state black spot program, to upgrade 
parts of the Cundinup–Kirup Road by widening and sealing road shoulders, removing hazards from clear zones, 
improving drainage, pruning vegetation and installing pavement markings and signs. 
In the Shire of Manjimup, we provided a major boost of $289 320 to undertake 36 bushfire mitigation treatments, 
to reduce the risk of bushfire within that region. 
I recently signed up with a volunteer bush fire brigade. I went through the training. I know firsthand how much these 
volunteers are needed within our communities. I roped my partner, Colin, in as well. He has so far already done 
one call-out to help over in Albany on a mop-up. I would really encourage people in the regions to put their hand up 
and go and learn more about what our volunteer bush fire brigades do. There are always roles for different people; 
they do not have to be on the fireground. Two locals and I put up our hands to help coordinate the Bushfire Ready 
Group in Ocean Beach in Denmark. We will be getting lists of names, finding out who in the area will need extra 
support if a fire comes and coordinating within our region. Again, I encourage people to find out about their local 
Bushfire Ready groups and get involved if they can. 
In the Shire of Nannup, we provided $145 000 through the Western Australian bicycle network grants program to 
deliver the southern approach to Nannup. If you are into cycling, as I know the member for Thornlie is, Nannup will 
definitely be on your radar. Nannup recently opened Tank 7, which is a hectic downhill mountain bike track. I know 
that, from Manjimup to Busselton, there are always cars now with bikes, driving through, parking up, going to the 
cafes and basically enjoying Nannup. We are really excited to provide that $145 000 through the Western Australian 
bicycle network grants program. 
Closer to home, in the Shire of Plantagenet, we have also supported the Kendenup Tennis Club to install floodlighting 
on four tennis courts through the Club Night Lights small grants program. 
This week I helped launch the Southern Stars Holiday Park seasonal worker accommodation project. It is a fantastic 
collaboration with the state and local government, industry associations and local stakeholders, which looks to deliver 
seasonal worker accommodation for the Margaret River wine region. The South West Development Commission has 
put in $50 000, which will help activate a separate section of the caravan park just for seasonal workers. It will be 
capped at $30 a night. People will need to provide a letter showing that they are employed in seasonal work in the 
region, and they will get access to this great caravan park. I spoke to the owner, Todd. He said that they had been 
really lucky in that local tradies and suppliers understand the need for seasonal workers and assisted to get the project 
off the ground. They managed to get it happening within six weeks, and it will provide worker accommodation for 



286 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 15 February 2023] 

 

up to 50 workers. The increase in accommodation will support the local wine and tourism industry, and will attract 
and retain the staff needed each year. Todd, the owner of the Southern Stars Holiday Park, said that he was pretty 
stoked to be helping with the vintage and keeping it on track, and that that would then keep the wine flowing, which 
I agreed with him was a good thing. 
At the community cabinet we were asked questions about beach safety in Margaret River at Main Break. It is one 
of the main beaches. We get a lot of tourists there. It is ever popular. I have been advocating alongside the crew 
from the Margaret River recreational surfers group to get beach safety gear installed at Main Break. Not long 
after I was elected, I worked with the group to get a defibrillator put in down at the beach and to get the shark 
alarms serviced and make sure they are operating, which they are now. I have also been working with the Shire of 
Augusta–Margaret River to identify different ways to keep locals safe at the beach and upskill them to look after 
themselves there. It was great to see the shire’s local boardriders groups, including the Margaret River Boardriders 
Club and the recreational surf riders along with the Margaret River Surf Lifesaving Club, collaborating to get 
two rescue boards, a first aid kit and a shark kit within a secure cage put at the Main Break toilet block and for 
people to be upskilled to be able to use them. This initiative will absolutely help to upskill locals and provide an 
on-the-ground, swift response. 
I was recently in Augusta to meet the parents and citizens association and the principal of Augusta Primary School. 
They talked about how the playground had to be removed as it was no longer fit for purpose. I was pleased to help 
them secure $25 000 from the Department of Education to replace their old playground with a brand new timber 
playground, which is ready for action this year. They are a pretty passionate group in Augusta, I must say, and 
there is a strong group of young women there who are advocating not only within the primary school, but also for 
child care. The principal and the P&C members talked me through their plans for growth of this ever popular little 
school. I am also advocating with Augusta and Districts Community Childcare to secure child care for the town. 
The town would like to activate more of its workforce and enable people to be able to take a break and use local, 
affordable childcare. I will continue to do that. 
In the last 12 months, we have also had some recent transport wins with the Manjimup–Bunbury bus trial. 
Return services operate three times a week on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. In September, the member for 
Collie–Preston, the Minister for Transport and I got together to announce a Transwa trial of this service as well as 
services in Collie–Preston, following community feedback regarding the loss of the private service. I was pleased 
to work with the minister to get this trial in motion. 
More recently, I have been working with the Narrikup community on road safety. I have been working with the 
Shire of Plantagenet and the Narrikup Road Safety Working Group to have a bus stop on Albany Highway, where 
cars go whipping by at 90 kilometres an hour, moved into the town of Narrikup. This would mean that kids and cars 
will no longer need to line up on Albany Highway. The cars will go through the town of Narrikup, which will be 
an incredible achievement. Hats off to the Narrikup Road Safety Working Group—100 per cent—for advocating 
for changing the location of the bus stop and actually getting it done. It has been great to work alongside that 
group. I also acknowledge the Shire of Plantagenet for proactively finding a solution to where the bus could go in 
the town of Narrikup. We have seen other safety improvements in the area, including a slip lane at the turnoff to 
Narrikup, which is currently also being evaluated.  
We also announced that the Main Roads office in Manjimup will be reactivated. The newer office will accommodate 
20 employees and support the transition of road maintenance back to Main Roads. The announcement was made 
in addition to our commitment to bring 490 regional road maintenance jobs back in-house at Main Roads. 
I feel I also need to update the chamber on the work we are doing to support native forestry workers, businesses 
and communities to transition from native logging. I was recently in Nannup with the Minister for Agriculture and 
Food; Forestry; Small Business, Hon Jackie Jarvis. We were on the ground at the Nannup Community Resource 
Centre, which is to be commended; it is doing a sterling job. We were there to offer support to the workers who 
are transitioning away from the native forest industry—to catch up, have a conversation, hear about their concerns 
and also hear about their opportunities, what else they may like to go into and what training is available. TAFE 
was on hand. The jobs and skills centre was also on hand to help them with résumés and to identify other pathways 
that may be open to them. They are getting one-on-one support and are able to register for worker packages and 
training support. They were being talked through the process—again, one on one. They could make an appointment, 
come into the CRC and be supported directly. Some couples are coming in and some are coming back. It is a really 
supportive environment within Nannup at the moment. 
We have also had a great response to the first round of the small business development and diversification grants 
that provide up to $400 000 to help businesses relying on native forestry remain open and create jobs by diversifying, 
expanding or being innovative. I have been working alongside the “saw doctor”, who many members may have 
heard on the ABC and in many other media outlets. He will obviously not have anything to sharpen. He has been 
looking at what else he may diversify into. He is currently looking at setting up a farmstay in Manjimup. We have 
been working closely, talking about tourism and opportunities, which is amazing. His innovation and his discussions 
have also encouraged others to think about what else they could be doing, which is quite amazing. 
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[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms E.J. KELSBIE: It is great to be working alongside community members, hearing their ideas for diversification 
and innovation to keep jobs local. I believe that round 1 of the $4 million community small grants program will open 
towards the end of February. These grants of up to $100 000 will support sustainable projects that aim to stimulate 
the local economy, support tourism and events and build liveable communities in the native forest region. I really 
look forward to chairing that committee. A lot of people are coming to talk to us about innovation, ideas and events. 
People are quite excited about the opportunities that are coming with these funds. 
It was really fabulous to host the Minister for Environment; Climate Action, Hon Reece Whitby, in Denmark last 
month. We held a series of really important meetings with our local community organisations, which, like me, are 
passionate about climate change and the environment. We visited local peat swamps, met with the amazing staff 
at Green Skills and hosted a community meeting with stakeholders to talk about the draft forest management plan. 
Discussions very much focused on fire mitigation, but they also covered ecological thinning, carbon sequestration 
and farm plantations. Representatives from the Shire of Denmark, the Shire of Manjimup, the Denmark Environment 
Centre, Gondwana Link, the Walpole–Nornalup National Park Association, Fire and Biodiversity WA, the Wilson Inlet 
Catchment Committee, Nannas for Native Forest, Bio Diverse Solutions and South Coast Bushcare Services attended. 
I was really pleased to be able to secure this visit. I thank the many community members who attended and took 
the time to meet the minister, show us around the peat swamps and discuss and take part in respectful two-way 
conversations about some of the issues that people in my community of Denmark are very passionate about. I thank 
them very much and I thank the minister for attending. 
I would also like to update the chamber on the progress of the world-leading Pumped Up Walpole project—WA’s 
first microgrid pumped hydro system and facility. The joint Western Power and Power Research and Development 
renewable microgrid project will improve power reliability for homes and businesses in Walpole. I cannot tell 
members how many people have approached me about this project. They are really excited that it is starting to be 
built and that they will see a change in their delivery of energy. Importantly, this project will connect to the south 
west interconnected system. If there is a disruption on the network, the microgrid can work independently, providing 
power to local residents and businesses, so it will flick straight into it. The CEO, Colin Stonehouse, was recently 
telling me that the project is progressing well. The pipe was being unloaded, with Garth from Walpole Dingo Services 
on hand, and the dam is being built with Liam Brooks from Manjimup. They are doing a great job. It is awesome 
to see local contractors working on local projects for renewable energy to secure our town’s supply. I am really proud 
to be part of a McGowan government that awarded $2 million from the Clean Energy Future Fund to this inspiring 
local job-creating renewable energy project. I am really excited to see this come to fruition but I am also really 
excited to see what Colin Stonehouse and his team do next. 
We have delivered more fantastic investments and upgrades across the electorate of Warren–Blackwood through 
several of my election commitments, including to the Mt Barker Playgroup. Rosie, you are doing an amazing job. 
It is great to see young parents coming together to support one another. One parent comes to Mt Barker from Albany, 
which is 40 minutes away, to take part in this amazing organisation. My election commitment has enabled new 
toys, lockable storage, kitchen utensils—aka a coffee machine—and a dishwasher. I recently caught up with the kids 
and a lot of the parents, and I had a bit of a go at hand painting and playdough. 
I also recently hopped into the Mt Barker swimming pool and chatted to members of the Mount Barker Amateur 
Swim Club, the Barracudas. My election commitment to them was an electronic swim timing system, which will 
be used not only by the Barracudas to time their swim meets and get more active, but also for swimming school 
carnivals and competitions. The Barracudas were absolutely inspiring. They are a really inclusive swim club. I met 
the swim team, the coaches and the support crew. I also got to chat to the kids, hearing about why they love swimming, 
how long they have been swimming and why they love competing. Of course, I hopped into the pool with the kids 
as well, which was fantastic. It was a bit of a shock to the parents, but that was fine. 
Blackwood Youth Action is a group that I talk about quite a bit. Through my election commitment, we were able 
to deliver two driver support cars to help local kids get their licences. Not everyone has access to a vehicle to get 
their hours up. I also recently had the absolute pleasure of opening the newly renovated Blackwood Youth Action 
house, made possible through state and Lotterywest funding. The Blackwood Youth Action house is a space 
where the young people of Bridgetown and surrounds can hang out, play, catch up, learn life skills and connect. It is 
a no-judgement zone. It was co-designed with young people for young people. I was also able to share with 
BYA that it had secured $100 000 from the Department of Communities for its pyramid project into schools, which 
it was very happy about. The Rotary Club of Bridgetown is a huge supporter of BYA, with proceeds from its 
Rotary Blackwood marathon relay donated to BYA. I believe it donated $60 000 to this group last year. I would 
really like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the amazing work and support that the Rotary club provides to not 
only the community, but also the Blackwood Youth Action group. Dr Sarah Youngson, the chair, and Lisa Burgess, 
the CEO, are absolutely to be commended for their passion for the youth in their towns. 
We have talked quite a bit about tourism today. I have been really fortunate to attend some amazing community 
events across the electorate. Ducks on the Pond is the new Nannup Men’s Shed St Ayles skiff. I believe it is one of 
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11 in WA. I got to launch that, dripping a bit of whiskey on the boat before it went into a dam in Nannup. I got 
to have a bit of a row in the boat as well, which was fantastic. Hats off to the Nannup Men’s Shed and also to the 
Denmark Community Rowing Association, which also built two boats; none of these people had ever built boats 
before. Augusta Community Rowing also had two boats. I was lucky enough to go to the St Ayles Skiff Regatta 
in Augusta recently, at which there were men’s, women’s, veteran and mixed teams from Augusta, Denmark, 
Margaret River, Nannup and Perth taking part in the events. These beautifully crafted boats bring together people 
of all ages, abilities and genders to row and basically just to have fun. Well done to Augusta Community Rowing, 
Nannup Men’s Shed, Denmark Rowers, the Denmark Riverside Club and the Margaret River Rowing Club for 
taking part. 

I also recently got to launch the Denmark Arts’ Brave New Works festival in January. It is an awesome community 
arts event showcasing local talent and talent from further afield. In my early days in Denmark, I volunteered for 
Denmark Arts, working in marketing, and I have provided bar support for its Festival of Voice for probably about 
eight years; I have also helped it with different events. Denmark Arts is a great community arts organisation, pushing 
forward with an inclusive and innovative program in Denmark and surrounds. It has really great engagement with 
youth in our town and surrounding towns, so it is to be commended. 

I was recently honoured to be a guest speaker at the Bushfire Ready sundowner at The Dam, in Denmark. We 
talked about the importance of being prepared, having an up-to-date and well thought through bushfire plan, and 
the importance of community Bushfire Ready groups. 

I also attended two agricultural shows last year, in Margaret River and Bridgetown. It is a great way to meet the 
community and hear about what matters to the region and individuals. Huge congratulations to the organisers and 
volunteers who pull these agricultural shows off in the regions; they are to be commended. 

In November, I had the honour of opening the National Natural Resource Management Knowledge Conference in 
Margaret River. The 2022 conference brought together people from all over Australia and the NRM sector to share 
knowledge and to discuss and develop visions for a collaborative future to support and enhance the natural 
environment. I spoke to that group about the balance within forestry and the importance of remembering empathy 
for those who are going through the transition away from decades of working in that industry. It was great to be 
able to talk about both sides. 

It is a great honour to serve as the member for Warren–Blackwood, giving a voice to what matters in our diverse 
region and working alongside the many community groups, organisations, businesses, people and volunteers who 
make our community a great place in which to live, love, work and play. Thank you. 

MS J.L. HANNS (Collie–Preston — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.22 pm]: I rise to make my reply to the 
Premier’s Statement as a very proud member of the McGowan Labor government. I will take this opportunity to 
highlight some of the fabulous work this government has done for the people of Collie–Preston. I will start by 
referring to the member for Roe’s comments in his contribution yesterday, in which he said that the McGowan 
government was “gifted” the financial and economic successes we are currently observing. Unfortunately, the 
member is not here, but I would like to point out to him that in 2017 the McGowan government was in fact “gifted” 
$40 billion of debt from the previous Liberal–National government. That is not the sort of present I would like to 
have under my Christmas tree, so I would not really call it a gift. 

I grew up in the country; I am from Yarloop. I know that a number of other members in this chamber also grew 
up in the country. I remember that at our local footy club and other facilities we used to have the old fundraising 
thermometer on the wall. If we were to commit to all the things the opposition is calling on the government to commit 
to—one thing after another, in terms of expenditure—we would reach the top of the old football thermometer fairly 
quickly. This government is absolutely delivering for our community, but in a totally responsible way in terms of 
balancing the finances and the needs of the people of Western Australia. I will take this opportunity to highlight 
a lot of those things today. 

I do not know whether members are aware, but over the Christmas holidays, I went to England and France. Our 
first stop was obviously in London. I got into a cab and, as the London cabbies are pretty friendly, he noticed I had 
an Australian accent. He asked where I was from and I responded that I was from Western Australia, and he said, 
“Oh, you’ve got that Mark McGowan there, haven’t you?” I said, “Yes, we do.” He said, “Wish we could’ve had 
him in England over the last few years—what he’s done in terms of the economy and health.” If a cabbie in London 
gets it, I do not understand why the opposition does not! 

Ms S.F. McGurk: Was his surname McGowan? 

Ms J.L. HANNS: No, he was not a McGowan—sorry! He had a very broad English accent and had been driving 
cabs in London for 40 years. He went on to rattle off the economic successes of this government—from the other 
side of the world! He actually said to me, and it will stick with me forever: “It’s just common sense. When you 
have sick people, you don’t have an economy.” That was a clear reference to this government’s COVID response 
and how it has managed the pandemic very well over the last couple of years. 
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The McGowan government’s economic standing is world class, which means we can afford to support the 
people of Western Australia. I want to pick up on three key points before I start talking about my electorate of 
Collie–Preston, and I will start with the electricity credit—$400 and $600 to every Western Australian household 
as credit against their electricity bills. I know people in Collie—they have probably been fairly careful with their 
electricity—for whom it took until this week to run out of their electricity credit. That is two years of commitment 
to electricity credit. They ran out only this week; that is incredible. That is relieving the cost of living for 
Western Australians. 
The Minister for Housing yesterday talked about Keystart loans—the expanded ability for people to access it, and 
the increase in the amount that people can be eligible for. I stand here having very proudly purchased my own 
home through the Keystart program. It was a fantastic foot in the door for me as, initially, a low-income earner, and 
it enabled me to progress as a home owner when I was really struggling to do it myself. It is an amazing opportunity 
for people in Western Australia to get on the housing list. People have talked to me about having taken advantage 
of that scheme more recently, and they have said that in this climate, it was actually more affordable than paying 
some of the rents they were being asked to pay in the private market. 
In respect of social housing, I am really glad that the Minister for Housing is in the chamber today, because he was 
a driving force behind me being able to deliver in my community the opportunity to convert some under-utilised 
Government Regional Officers’ Housing into social housing. With the minister’s support, we were able to bring 
six households into new social housing, so I really thank Minister Carey for his ongoing work on and commitment 
to housing Western Australians right across the state. 
Before I talk about some particular things in my electorate, I want to say, even though she is not here, what an 
incredible job the member for Kimberley has done for her local community in response to the Kimberley floods. 
I would like to thank all the emergency services, career staff, volunteers and all the people on the ground who 
support communities right across Western Australia. At the same time that the member for Kimberley was dealing 
with floods in her electorate, I was dealing with fires in my electorate. On one particular day in the Collie–Preston 
electorate, a number of career and volunteer firefighters and State Emergency Service volunteers were working to 
bring under control five individual fires within the area. The fires within Donnybrook, Yabberup, Beelerup, 
Noggerup, Mumballup and Brookhampton were all incredibly serious; in fact, some friends of mine were the only 
people who lost their house in those fires. I do not know how more houses were not lost in that individual fire. 
Actually, I do know; it was because of the fantastic work of the career and volunteer firefighters and all the people 
on the ground, including the residents who had chosen to stay and defend their properties. I would like to thank 
absolutely everybody who was involved in that. When Minister Whitby was in my electorate a couple of weeks ago, 
we managed to meet with some Canadian people who were working with the Parks and Wildlife Service in and 
around Wellington National Park. They had been involved in fighting fires in those areas in my electorate as well. 
It took people from across the world to keep my community safe. I would like to say a huge thankyou to all involved. 
Before I move on, I would also like to mention the fact that Minister McGurk was in my electorate late last week. 
We were there to see the commencement of the works for the restoration of the Australind jetty. The Australind jetty 
is an iconic piece of infrastructure on the Leschenault Inlet. I can see the member for Forrestfield, the Deputy Speaker, 
smiling, so I assume he knows and is well aware of the benefits of the Australind jetty to the local community, as 
is the member for Cockburn, who also grew up in that area. The Australind jetty is an amazing location within my 
electorate that had deteriorated over time to the point at which it was not safe for the public to access. I had approached 
then Minister Kelly, the member for Bassendean, in his role as minister to see whether we could commit some 
funding to have that rebuilt. The funding was made available and I thanked the minister at the time for that. On 
Friday, as I said, Minister McGurk was there to showcase to the community the start of the works. That work is 
anticipated to be finished by December this year. The locals are very enthusiastic about being able to get back out 
crabbing and fishing off the end of the jetty. When I was talking to the local community about how important it 
was to secure the funding to get the jetty fixed, I think what brought it home for me was how people were saying, 
“I used to go there as a kid” or “I used to take my kids there, and now I’m bringing my grandkids to go and walk 
out on the jetty.” I think that tells the story of the people who live in my community and why it is so important to 
them. I am very pleased to deliver that for the community and I look forward to the jetty opening in roughly 
December this year. 
I will switch now and talk about the police and justice services available within the Collie–Preston electorate. We 
have had significant upgrades to Collie Police Station and Donnybrook Police Station. The brand new $8 million 
Capel Police Station opened in 2020. I would just like to say a huge thankyou to the police who work within the 
electorate of Collie–Preston for the work they do in keeping our community safe. They are incredible people. The 
police there highlighted that one of the initiatives of this government that makes policing so much easier for them 
is the funding of body cameras. They have said to me that it is a game changer for policing. I am very pleased to 
say that that initiative came from this government. 
There is an incredible police and community youth centre in Collie. Funnily enough, Collie PCYC is its name! It 
is run by a huge number of dedicated volunteers, both on the board and also in the staff who run the centre and the 
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programs for the young people. They have an incredible safe space program on Friday nights for young people in 
our community to visit. The community has thrown its weight behind supporting the PCYC safe space program, 
so much so that one of my small election commitments was to help upgrade the kitchen in the PCYC because it was 
pretty cruddy, to put it in a nice way. It was not a great place for young people to prepare their food in. On Friday 
nights, they go home to their families with a full tummy, which is fabulous. I helped to upgrade that kitchen. 
I obviously did not pick up a hammer or a nail, because that would be incredibly dangerous; I have no coordination, 
not only on scooters, but also in woodwork projects! South 32 come in on Friday nights and cook. On a Friday night, 
they rotate through their staff who volunteer in the safe space program and they have a My Kitchen Rules cooking 
competition for the young people. The kids have to appraise their cooking skills; it is all very competitive. The 
fantastic thing about that is the buy-in from the local community as well as the young people, and the support from 
the PCYC. A lot of incredible police officers regularly attend that program to create positive engagement in order 
to build relationships so that if and when those young people get into trouble in the local community, they have 
seen that the police are there to support them. That is an exceptional program. Long may it continue. 

I want to raise the huge success we had in saving Collie Courthouse late last year, with the support of the 
Attorney General. The decision was made after quite a bit of discussion with the Attorney General. He says that 
I was very persuasive in my argument to make sure that the courthouse facility remained open. I am pleased about 
that. When we announced that to our community, the Attorney General came to Collie and everybody was delighted 
that the courthouse would remain open. He then said to me that he had another service that he thought would 
be fantastic to establish. That was the Legal Aid virtual office program. I worked with Legal Aid with the 
Attorney General’s office, and we opened, not that long ago, its nineteenth virtual office within Western Australia. 
That means people have the opportunity to seek free legal advice wherever they are in Western Australia; the 
program runs right throughout regional Western Australia and in some metropolitan locations. I would like to say 
a huge thankyou to the Attorney General for his support in getting that service for the people of Collie. In fact, 
a number of people in Collie were travelling to Bunbury to access the Legal Aid service. That means that those 
people can stay in Collie and it frees up appointments for people based in the greater Bunbury region, which is 
also a benefit because more people can access those services. Just to finish off on that particular point, I would like 
to thank Julie Jackson and Kirstine Conchie for their role in getting that set up for the community and also Ronald 
and the team from the Collie Family Centre for being the host. Thank you to everybody for getting that up and 
running in my electorate. 

Turning to health, I really try to look at things from a regional perspective, being a regional member. There was 
a recent announcement about support for Ronald McDonald House Charities to more than double the number of 
beds available for families to use when their children are sick and require an extended stay in the metropolitan 
area. I do not think I can underestimate the value that that has for regional families. On behalf of my community, 
I would like to thank the government for showing its support for regional families in probably the toughest times 
that they will ever experience when they need to access Ronald McDonald House. I personally know a number of 
families who had to access it and they were very grateful. This can only help more families, which is a fantastic 
opportunity. Thank you.  

I will highlight some major health infrastructure in my electorate. People in my electorate access both Bunbury 
Hospital at South West Health Campus and Collie Hospital. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms J.L. HANNS: Bunbury hospital is already the beneficiary of a $200 million upgrade. Those upgrades are 
underway. That is significant because Bunbury hospital is the largest and busiest regional hospital in Western Australia. 
People from across my electorate, and probably the electorate of Warren–Blackwood and potentially Roe, access 
those services. Certainly, people from my electorate of Collie–Preston do. The hospital received a new 30-bed 
modular ward as part of the upgrades and 60 additional full-time staff will be employed in the new ward—nurses, 
doctors and allied health professionals—so that is a fantastic opportunity. Late last year, Minister Sanderson travelled 
to Bunbury to announce the additional $77.8 million for the redevelopment of the maternity, birthing and neonatal 
services at Bunbury hospital, which will provide a fantastic opportunity for families to be able to deliver their babies 
close to home and not have to access metropolitan services, particularly when there are complications in pregnancy 
and/or the birth. Expanding the capacity for women to birth close to home, supported by their family networks, is 
an outstanding outcome for Bunbury hospital, and I thank the minister for her continued support for such a key 
regional asset. 

Collie Hospital is undergoing a $14.7 million redevelopment of its health service. Once that is completed, it will 
have upgraded operating theatre rooms and a waiting room, reception, consult rooms, a telehealth room and improved 
patient recovery bays. Last year the Premier and I went to see the bare bones of the upgrade and toured the facilities. 
I had been there when it was in its unrenovated state. It is a fantastic hospital, and the staff are fantastic, but it certainly 
did need an upgrade. This government committed to that upgrade. I talked to two of the nurses who work at the 
hospital. They are friends of mine. Our kids grew up together so I am not talking out of school. They were blown 
away by how far along the build has come in such a short time and how amazing the facilities are. They describe 
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them as world-class facilities in health. That is happening in regional Western Australia as we speak. I cannot thank 
the government enough for its commitment to regional health in Western Australia and its focus on making sure that 
people in the regions have significant access to the services that people in the metropolitan area also have access to. 
As a previous teacher and deputy principal, education was my bread and butter. I want to highlight some of the 
key achievements for education in my area. The thing that really strikes me as an advocate of public schooling, 
having attended Yarloop Primary School and Harvey Senior High School, as some others in the chamber also did, 
is that we have committed as a government to making sure that the public education system in Western Australia 
is outstanding. I will take this opportunity to highlight some of the programs and also some of the infrastructure 
upgrades that have been undertaken in the education system in my electorate. I would also like to reflect on the 
fact that part of the government’s investment in education is focused in the regions. My philosophy is that the colour 
of your skin, where you live or how rich your family is should not matter when a government is providing education 
to people in Western Australia. That is a key driver of my personal philosophy around education. 
I take this opportunity to say that my daughter is also a product of the public school system. She moves on to 
university this year after having achieved outstanding success in her ATAR. She is off to study a Bachelor of Science 
in physics and will then do a masters in medical physics. I still have no idea what that means or what it qualifies 
her for, but she is very excited, as am I. 
Ms C.M. Rowe: It sounds fancy! 
Ms J.L. HANNS: It does sound fancy. It sounds as though we will be able to use her in the health system in probably 
five years’ time. Clearly my daughter is not the only one; this is happening in families across Western Australia. 
I would love to say thank you to all the public schools for the continuing excellent education they provide people 
across Western Australia. I note that recently the government brought in some incentives to attract staff to regional 
and remote schools. My philosophy as a teacher was that I really wanted to do work in harder-to-staff schools. My 
first teaching position was at Tom Price Senior High School. After that I wanted to come back to Perth, but I did 
not necessarily want to teach in the western suburbs. I mean no disrespect to those in the western suburbs, but 
I think the key changes we can make in education for young people is to find those kids who really need that support 
and who do not necessarily have it at home or do not have the support networks from extended family, or just as 
a result of their circumstances. The commitment from my perspective was to look at schools such as the former 
Kwinana Senior High School. I am not singling out any school but that school was probably the best school I have 
ever taught at. The kids and the staff were amazing and some of the outcomes we achieved for the kids there 
were incredible. 
We are providing incentives for regional and remote schools because they are harder to staff. The only criticism 
I have is that a number of teachers who live in Collie–Preston have moved to teach at Derby District High School. 
That is a fantastic opportunity for them. It is much easier for us in Collie–Preston to replace those teachers than it 
would be for Derby District High School, and that is the point of the incentives. I commend the minister on that 
approach to attract people to regional and remote schools. 
I will talk briefly about the upgrades that schools in my electorate have received. I will speak more about the 
upgrades at Australind Senior High School because they have been ongoing for the past 12 months. The project 
will be ready for completion by the end of term 1 this year. On a recent visit to Australind Senior High School 
I met with the principal, Domenic Camera, who I also worked with at Collie Senior High School, and the school 
captains, Megan Bates and Ammie Turner. The girls were excited to see the progress of the build. It is a two-storey 
block of classroom upgrades worth $15 million. That is a significant investment in one of the largest schools in the 
south west. I look forward to going back and seeing it finished. The girls were so excited because when they left 
year 12 they were going to have brand new toilet and bathroom facilities. That is pretty important for a kid in high 
school. I really look forward to seeing that progress. 
One of the other things this government has done is commit to providing more staff and resources in public schools 
by adding 100 additional FTE for school psychologists by 2025. Anyone who has worked in the education system 
knows the importance of that support for young people. Given that teenagehood is a treacherous time at the best 
of times, and certainly for young people who are doing it tough, we can see that, we understand that as a government 
and we are investing in that very important sector. 
There will be an additional 100 FTE for school psychologists to help address young people’s mental health issues 
and for the kids doing it tough who need an ear to listen to them. I welcome that initiative. It is something people 
I have worked alongside in schools have been saying to me for quite some time. 
I would like to talk about a new government initiative that places career practitioners in schools. In my electorate, 
Eaton Community College and Collie Senior High School have been beneficiaries of that initiative. It enables us 
to add value for students exploring their careers. In talking about that, I want to touch on the Collie transition process, 
which is part of the $662 million this government has invested to support my community and the broader south 
west community to transition away from employment in coal-fired power stations. As I speak, the jobs and skills 
centre is being set up on the main street of Collie. Transitioning workers, young school leavers and people looking 
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for a change of career currently can go to the TAFE for support, but once the purpose-built jobs and skills centre 
is completed, they will be able to go there to access a number of services that will support them with ongoing job 
opportunities. We are making sure that we create new opportunities in Collie for major industries, tourism businesses 
and those sorts of things to set up and employ local people once the transition has occurred. 
I want to say a huge thankyou to the Just Transition working group. It is an amazing collection of people from 
government agencies, the local government, industries, unions and the community who have worked together since 
2019 to have a conversation about what our transition should look like. This is a community-led process in which 
the government responds to requests from groups to address community needs, which is a fantastic model. It is 
fantastic that it has been internationally recognised, as Minister Johnston said today during question time, and 
nationally recognised. Representatives of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet visited last year to 
see the work we are doing in the transition space. 
I thank the Premier and the government for their commitment to and support for the people of Collie–Preston. I am 
very proud to be a member of this government. I commend the Premier’s Statement to the house. 
MR M. HUGHES (Kalamunda) [5.52 pm]: Thank you, Deputy Speaker, for the opportunity to speak in response 
to the Premier’s Statement. Before I begin, I would like to congratulate the newly appointed parliamentary 
secretaries. It is great to see such a talented group. I am sure future ministers are amongst them. I would like to 
thank Sabine Winton for her company over the last five years. She is now Minister for Community Services; Early 
Childhood Education, which is great. I have swapped Sabine Winton for Dave Kelly so the next two years will be 
interesting, no doubt. 
I have a few things to say. I remind members that I was first elected to state Parliament in 2017, a month after my 
sixty-seventh birthday, which is notionally two years after what is regarded as the right age of retirement. 
Interestingly, people in France are contesting raising the retirement age from 60 to 62. In that sense, stepping into 
this place was not an aspirational career move; it provided me with the opportunity to be part of something much 
bigger than being the principal of a school, which I had enjoyed for about 21 years. It was interesting to hear the 
contributions made by members of this place who had careers as teachers within the state school system. Of course, 
I was in the independent system. 
One of the significant markers of the McGowan government’s competence as manager of the state’s finances, as 
pointed out by the Premier in this statement, was the reinstatement of Western Australia’s AAA global credit rating. 
Added to that, the state’s economy continues to outperform other states and territories, and comparable jurisdictions 
around the world. It is worth reflecting on this achievement and the McGowan government’s sustained and focused 
effort to rectify—I am glad to see a member of the opposition is present in the chamber—the mess left by the 
previous Liberal–National government. It should not be overlooked or taken for granted. It underscores the 
McGowan Labor government’s capacity as a sound manager, which is in stark contrast to members opposite who 
seek to convince the Western Australian public that they—the six of them over there—are the core of an alternative 
government. I dispute that. Their contributions to the debate on the Premier’s Statement reflect that they are really 
not fit to govern. 
Last year, Western Australia was awarded the highest rating for the first time after losing it under the Liberal–National 
government. I went back over some of the media commentary at the time. I was interested in what Colin Barnett 
said when, in 2013, he was asked about the government’s role in this downgrade. He said — 

“The only thing I can say is maybe we’re guilty of trying to do too much too quickly, maybe we need to 
slow down a little bit.” 

He then foreshadowed drastic budget measures to try to get the credit rating back up, including the potential sale 
of state assets. He said — 

“They — 
He was referring to Standard and Poor’s — 

call for fiscal responsibility so get ready because there’s going to be a fair dose of it,” … 
“We’re going to have expenditure cuts right across every area. 
“Maybe some of the utilities, maybe some things that we don’t need to do, maybe some areas of government 
activity that could be contracted out, as we’ve done in some areas, so expect to see a little more of that.” 

I think that statement really characterises the Barnett government’s desperation and its incapacity to manage the 
state’s finances. We know of some of the outcomes from that. TAFE fees were hiked up 500 per cent. We heard about 
that today. Teacher assistants were pulled out of schools. I think we replaced 300 of them when we came to office. 
This afternoon one of the members referred to how important it is to have good teacher assistants in classrooms, 
particularly for children with disabilities. Then we had massive increases in duties and charges—electricity, you name 
it. The Barnett government pulled back on service delivery, looked at selling off utilities—Synergy and Western Power 
were certainly part of its agenda—and anything else it could think of doing. The Liberal–National government failed 
to combat climbing, unsustainable debt levels or to address structural budgetary issues of its own making. 
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Of course, the Langoulant report uncovered much more than “doing too much too quickly”. The report was a window 
onto the Liberal–National government’s cavalier approach towards the management of the state’s finances between 
2008 and 2017. This is a key document, member for Cottesloe, and a cautionary tale for those who aspire to govern 
our state. The report remains essential reading, especially for those opposite in case they forget they brought the 
state close to the edge of bankruptcy. What did the report find? It found botched major projects, warnings ignored 
from senior officials, poor governance and poor management of the royalties for regions scheme, all of which 
combined to cripple the state’s finances. It was a scathing assessment by the much respected former Under Treasurer 
of the Liberal–National government’s management of the state that left a debt bill projected, as we heard from the 
previous speaker, to be tracking to a level exceeding $40 billion had the Barnett Liberal–National government 
remained on the Treasury bench. It is a tale of incompetence and unrestrained expenditure in excess of income of 
a scale unprecedented in the history of the state. Minister Johnston mentioned that for every dollar coming in, that 
government was spending $1.13. 
In making last year’s rating announcement, Standard and Poor’s Global said the upgrade was a result of 
Western Australia’s track record of robust financial management, a very high income economy and exceptional 
liquidity since the election of the Western Australian Labor government. The report also observed that the upgraded 
rating reflected Western Australia’s budget performance and the fact that the Western Australian government had 
obtained a more equitable GST deal. That is something, as we know, that the Barnett government did not even 
posture on; it would rather not talk about it and would not go to that area. Of course, if you do not make the effort, 
you do not succeed—and it took this government to do something about it. I do not think we need to be schooled 
by the opposition on the way that this government in the fortieth and forty-first Parliaments is governing the state 
of Western Australia. The Standard and Poor’s Global report also commented favourably on the government’s 
decision to spend $33.9 billion on infrastructure over the next four years, including its Metronet project that continues 
to be criticised by the opposition. 
At the top of the list of this government’s achievements, I would put its management of COVID, which it has 
done better than any other state and territory in the commonwealth and arguably better than most jurisdictions 
across the globe. That was in large part because of our closed borders and mandatory vaccination policy for key 
occupations, without which there would have been massive disruption to our economic activity. Where was the 
opposition in all of this? It was providing lukewarm support but chiefly undermining those policies and misreading 
the popular mood and overwhelming support of Western Australians to save lives and conduct business as usual 
with minimal restrictions. 
Since being returned to government with the overwhelming support of Western Australians across the state, as 
evidenced by the numbers in this chamber and in the other place, the government has continued its reforming 
legislative agenda it began in the fortieth Parliament. The list is substantial but here are some of the reforms I have 
been particularly interested in myself: the introduction of sweeping democratic electoral reform—I know that 
Mal Bryce would embrace this government for doing what was so necessary in reform of the upper house; the creation 
of safe access zones around abortion clinics; the reform of Aboriginal heritage legislation; a crackdown on ticket 
scalping; allowing police to ban bikies from associating with each other and wearing their patches; improvements 
to the security of payments in the building and construction industry; giving police new power to ban people 
from “protected entertainment precincts”; compelling people in authority, including ministers of religion, to report 
allegations of child sex abuse and other forms of abuse; overhauling bail considerations in order to protect child 
victims; creating a new legislative framework to continue to manage COVID, effectively headed by the 
Commissioner of Police; and beginning the reform of Crown casino, fulfilling the recommendations of the royal 
commission.  
Of particular note for me was the action taken by this government in response to climate change and the move to 
renewables and net zero emissions. My community applauds the Western Australian government’s move to end 
logging in native forests and to invest in softwood timber plantations to save around 400 000 hectares of native 
trees that were otherwise at risk of being felled. Another key decision was made, which I know is not the direct reason 
we are going to phase out coal-fired power stations in Collie, as commented by Minister Johnston, but it will help 
deliver our climate change objectives. 
There is a long and impressive list of legislation that has been steered through the forty-first Parliament and there 
is more to come, as outlined by the Premier yesterday. Not least, there is the flagged reform to modernise the state’s 
abortion laws and the rewriting of the Equal Opportunity Act that is creating some significant discussion within 
my community, particularly with fundamentalist church groups—I include in that the current position of the 
Catholic Church. 
I would like to turn to something of particular importance to me, not because I have just celebrated my seventy-third 
birthday, but those members present who were part of the fortieth Parliament would know my continuing advocacy 
for prioritising the adequate provision of quality residential aged care and support for the aged living in their own 
homes. I am encouraged that the Albanese Labor government has made a clear commitment to implement the 
recommendations of the royal commission. This is in stark contrast to the Liberal–National government that 
demonstrably continued to drag its feet for close to a decade on this need to reform. From this point onwards—I say 
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this to the national government—no more time can be wasted on this important matter. As we know, aged care is 
the responsibility of the commonwealth government. However, older people across the country, including in 
Western Australia, continue to be ill-served by the legacy of the dismal response of the Liberal–National government 
in Canberra to the need for reform under successive Liberal–National governments. The royal commission saw 
the need for a new act to enshrine the rights of older people who are either seeking or receiving aged care. Such 
a rights-based approach must guarantee universal access to the supports and services that older people require. This 
points to the need for a new standard for assessing progress in the administration of aged care; that is, the extent to 
which these particular human rights are met through universal access to appropriate services at appropriate standards. 
The royal commission indicated that aged care required $10 billion a year of extra funding beyond the allocations 
made under the Liberal–National government in order to mend a broken system. The Morrison government missed 
the mark by a staggering $6.5 billion a year. This funding shortfall aside, again I question whether the Morrison 
government ever intended to rise to the challenge presented to it by the royal commission. In effect, the Morrison 
government cherrypicked the recommendations of the royal commission. Its response was not the generational 
change that it promised. By ignoring the key and generational change recommendations, the Morrison government 
again short-changed older people in our communities and continued to pour billions of dollars into what remains, 
until a reform is fully brought in, a dysfunctional system. It will take this Albanese government’s strong commitment 
to fix residential aged care and the funding system provided to enable older people to remain in their own homes 
with adequate levels of support and to end the widespread rorting that takes places in the cost of the provision of 
services. I again ask members to reflect upon how it is possible that a recipient of a level 4 home care package—
the highest level of home-care support—worth around $52 000 receives so little practical care. This $1 000 a week 
on average buys only eight hours and 45 minutes of support. As I have said, I am optimistic that in its first term, 
the Albanese government will oversee a complete overhaul of the system to ensure an uplift in the delivery of care 
and bring to an end what can only be described as an exorbitant and unwarranted set of administrative charges. 
However, given that aged care is a federal government responsibility, there are few levers available to the state 
government to influence outcomes in this important area of public policy. Nevertheless, I am pleased that the 
McGowan Labor government has acted to do whatever it can. 
I remind members that within nine months of coming to office, the McGowan Labor government established an 
interagency aged-care availability working group in pursuance of its election promises. The working group identified 
five specific responses to the barriers impacting on residential aged-care development. It is doing all it can to ensure 
the provision of suitable land for residential aged-care development. In fact, it is a priority now incorporated in the 
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage assessment process in determining the future use of surplus government 
land. However, I am concerned that although this systematic consideration is available and will ensure that 
government is able to identify the land available, it does not remove a key obstacle, which is the capacity of both 
not-for-profit and commercial enterprises to invest in residential aged care. We can bring the land to market, as 
we have done, but it requires either not-for-profit or commercial providers to invest. At present, there are no firm 
plans for investment in residential aged care on the table in Western Australia beyond existing commitments—
projects that are, in fact, underway. In this state, we are short 3 400 residential aged-care places. My question is: 
what can we do to assist the industry and those providing aged care to take up the available land opportunities 
provided by government? 
By default, managing the health and wellbeing of those in need of aged care places a burden on our hospitals. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr M. HUGHES: As part of this year’s budget, $59.5 million has been allocated to fund 120 aged-care beds to 
help transition patients who are waiting for aged-care places out of hospital, thus relieving pressure on hospitals, 
but there needs to be a structural solution to this problem involving state and commonwealth governments. On 
17 June 2022, after the first meeting of the national cabinet since the federal election, the Prime Minister announced 
a commitment from the commonwealth, states and territories to work together to identify practical improvements 
to the health system, and specifically the connections between GPs and hospitals and practical ways to get aged-care 
residents and National Disability Insurance Scheme participants out of hospital and into a more appropriate setting, 
so there is some hope. There is a national dialogue between the commonwealth, states and territories about how 
we can achieve an outcome to provide a better structure for delivery of health, aged-care and NDIS services. 
The evidence in aged care points to the trend of older Western Australians remaining at home with support as 
required. It is not only cheaper, but also a consumer-favoured option. Many people will not require residential aged 
care. For those who do, it will be required much later in life and, on average, for a shorter duration. Due to the 
increasing adoption of home-care packages, increased comorbidity with age and increasing prevalence of dementia, 
those entering residential aged care will do so in a much frailer condition. Essentially, there is an intersection of 
the need for adequate provision of health care for people in aged care with a place for these people to be taken care 
of in situations in which they cannot be taken care of in their own homes. In my view, we need to provide an integrated 
system at a state level that is preferably overseen by the state Minister for Health. At present, the system is not 
joined up. 
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I have worked hard to help the state government respond to my community’s aged-care needs. The people in the 
electorate of Kalamunda have been direct beneficiaries. I have previously outlined—I will not do it again—the 
provision of opportunities for the expansion of existing nursing homes within the electorate, as well as the provision 
of government land. However, I particularly want to point out the repurposing of Heidelberg Park on Pomeroy Road 
in Lesmurdie for aged care. This zoning process was fast-tracked within the strategic planning requirements under 
the watch of the Minister for Planning, resulting in the process being completed within 12 months. The land has 
been offered to the market and the preferred proponent Boston Group/Rosewood has been selected. The Department 
of Planning, Lands and Heritage is in the process of working with the group to finalise the contract for the land 
transfer. I am looking forward to advice about whether this has been achieved. 

In the time that I have left, I will refer to a couple of other matters that are of concern to my immediate community. 
The issues that emerged during the community debate on the suitability and sustainability of structure plan 34—
that is, the North Stoneville development—and its comprehensive rejection by the Shire of Mundaring and detailed 
refusal by the Western Australian Planning Commission have not been resolved in the eyes of my community. The 
Save Perth Hills group is concerned by the recent order by the State Administrative Tribunal after the protracted 
mediation process to require the proponent to resubmit an amended structure plan 34 for reconsideration by the 
Western Australian Planning Commission by the middle of this year.  

My community and I are keen to see the amended submission. I remain sceptical that an urban development anywhere 
near the scope proposed by the proponent as envisaged by the original SP 34 application is achievable or, in fact, 
sensible. The issues that have been highlighted by the whole community debate around structure plan 34 go straight 
to the heart of the need to undertake a review of the planning principles and policies that apply across the fire-prone 
hills, in light of the effects of climate change and the common sense need to do all we can to protect our forested 
areas and bush. In effect, they are the lungs of Perth. 

I also indicate that I think work needs to be undertaken by the state government to assist the Shire of Mundaring 
to improve land use opportunities in the Mundaring township itself and across the shire, using the multi-criteria 
analysis model applied in consideration of the sustainable expansion of the Pickering Brook town site. As members 
will be aware, I chair the Pickering Brook and surrounds sustainability and tourism strategy working group that 
reports to the government task force on the ways in which we can improve the economic circumstances of both 
the town site and the surrounding community. 

One thing that I am concerned about is the outcome of the Pickering Brook town site investigations. This work was 
completed. In November 2020, the honourable Minister for Planning released part 1 of the report of the strategy—
it will come in two parts—which deals with the expansion of the town site. Despite the considerable work and 
resources allocated to the project and the project being endorsed by the task force—I might add that the potential 
town site expansion is being gazetted as a potential urban area for development—it is of great disappointment that 
after two years’ progress towards the necessary metropolitan scheme amendments to facilitate the modest but 
meaningful expansion of the Pickering Brook town site, we have hit a problem. The sewage disposal is proving to be 
problematic and at present it is difficult, from my perspective anyway, to see a way forward. That is notwithstanding 
a recently updated district water management strategy provided by the City of Kalamunda to the Department of 
Water and Environmental Regulation in support of what would become its application to the Western Australian 
Planning Commission to initiate a metropolitan scheme amendment. 

I have three minutes left. One of the things that I would like to comment on is some of the matters that I will 
continue to focus on over the next couple of years. My continuing focus will be on ensuring that school facilities 
established in ageing schools in the hills communities that I represent keep pace with the demands and expectations 
for the education of students in the twenty-first century. There is a particular need, I believe, to examine the suitability 
of classroom accommodation for the early childhood phase of learning in schools, and, as I mentioned before, 
Glen Forrest Primary School is a particular case in point. The school would benefit from the construction of 
a purpose-built early years learning centre. I was pleased that the Premier visited Lesmurdie Primary School late 
last year to view the halfway point of the now completed $17 million rebuild of the school. I am also pleased that 
Kalamunda Senior High School has been the beneficiary of over $23 million for new classrooms. However, the 
school will require the continuation of a phased redevelopment of the campus in accordance with its new master 
plan, to include an upgrade of its performing arts and manual arts facilities. Again, I want to reinforce the fact that 
I would like to work very closely with the member for Swan Hills to prosecute the case for a comprehensive review 
of the facilities at Eastern Hills Senior High School. 

A number of other projects are on my list that I would like to achieve before the next election, not least doing 
something about state of the Kalamunda Water Park. Given the number of primary schools that we have in the area 
and the ageing population, we need a facility of that type on the doorstep, for both the young and old. 

Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker (David Scaife), for the opportunity to make a contribution. I am humbled to be given 
the opportunity to continue to serve my community in the forty-first Parliament and to be part of what is arguably 
the most successful government this state has seen since the foundation of responsible government. 
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DR J. KRISHNAN (Riverton — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.22 pm]: I rise to make a contribution to the 
Premier’s Statement. First, I take this opportunity to congratulate the new ministers and parliamentary secretaries 
in both houses. I also thank former ministers Hon Alannah MacTiernan and Hon Dave Kelly for their contribution to 
the people of Western Australia. I also congratulate the newly elected Leader of the Opposition and Deputy Leader 
of the Opposition and the newly elected opposition Whip. I thank the former Leader of the Opposition for her 
contribution. I also congratulate the new Leader of the Liberal Party and thank the former Leader of the Liberal Party 
for his contribution. 
I am humbled, honoured and privileged to represent the people of Riverton under the McGowan Labor government. 
In March 2021, the people of Western Australia, without a doubt, decided who should be governing them. That 
significant majority is one of the reasons why I am today standing before the house as the member for Riverton. 
I have worked hard to try to do the best for the people of Riverton. Throughout the month of February, we have 
been recollecting what we have delivered to the community. 
At this juncture, can I thank my electorate staff, Daniel, Mark and Michelle, who sat together and compiled a list 
of things that we have delivered under this McGowan Labor government to Riverton. They have done their best 
to list 28 things that we have done for Riverton for 28 days in February, and they have tried to match with that number. 
They have done their best. 
One: $1.5 million was donated to the new Indian community centre, the first of its kind. The Indian community 
here makes a significant contribution to Western Australia in many ways, and finding a home for them was extremely 
important. The federal government gave $2.5 million of funding, but the project stalled and was unable to be 
completed without the state government funding of $1.5 million, which the McGowan Labor government delivered. 
The new centre is up and running and functioning actively. A couple of weeks back, the centre had the inaugural 
first senior day care, with multiple communities now fully using the community centre. 
Two: I was fortunate to host two major community champions dinners. The contributions that the volunteers in 
Riverton make to make the lives of people in Riverton better are significant. I hosted a dinner to thank them, and we 
named that dinner the “Community Champions Dinner”. We prefer to call the volunteers “community champions” 
for their contributions. In 2021 and 2022, we hosted a large community champions dinner, which was very well received 
by the community. We were thankful for the opportunity to say a sincere thanks to the community champions. 
Three: There were three new exhibits for the RAAF Association Aviation Heritage Museum. I am very fortunate 
to have the RAAFA Aviation Heritage Museum situated in my electorate of Riverton. It carries a long history, 
and the passion of the Air Force. I was very fortunate to be able to assist with the three new exhibits for that 
particular museum. 
Four: I and my team in the office were fortunate enough to support the needy by participating in four blood donation 
days in 2022. I encourage anyone and everyone who is able to donate blood to go forward and do that. It is very 
helpful for the needy. 
Five: The McGowan Labor government committed $5 million for the Chung Wah Association to build a new 
community centre. I am pleased to say that the Chung Wah Association has made very good progress in identifying 
some land—it is nearing finalisation—and we expect that construction will commence in early 2024. That was 
also one of my election commitments, which I am proud to say that we were able to deliver as we promised. 
Six: There was $625 000 allocated for change rooms at John Connell Reserve. When I was working during my 
campaign, it was embarrassing to see, or even hear people tell me, that the girls who participate in sports at 
John Connell Reserve were changing in the car park because there were no separate change rooms for them. I am 
proud that I advocated for that. I am really pleased that the McGowan government has delivered the change rooms, 
which will be opened in the next few weeks. 
Seven: Seventy members of the Lions Club were hosted in Parliament House in the seventy-fifth year of the 
operation of the Lions Club. Lions clubs make a significant contribution to the community. It was an honour to host 
the members. I saw it as a great opportunity to host them and thank them for their contribution. 
Eight: There was $80 000 for the new Shelley Primary School bathroom upgrades, which have been delivered. 
The primary schools in the electorate are very vibrant. Communities move to Riverton to provide the best education 
for their kids, clearly indicating that the primary schools and the high schools in the electorate of Riverton are the 
best performing schools in the state. 
Nine: There were 9 000 free rapid antigen tests distributed through my office. They not only gave people the 
confidence to participate in their family gatherings, but also allowed people to go to work, confident in having 
a negative test, which resulted in increased participation at work and increased activity and made it easier to come 
out of the COVID pandemic. 
Ten: I have been fortunate to personally sponsor 10 students from my electorate to participate in national 
championships. Excellent students sometimes give up competing at national championships simply because they 
cannot afford the expenses involved. I am glad that we were able to support them. 
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Eleven: There was over $11 500 in sponsorship for local Rotary, Probus and RSL clubs, including new signage to 
the Riverton RSL club. 
Twelve: Willetton Senior High School is one of the best performing schools in the state. I was fortunate to be able 
to commit $12.5 million from the state for construction at Willetton Senior High School, which is underway and 
expected to be completed any time now and open for students to use. Two students from Willetton Senior High 
School achieved the perfect ATAR score of 99.95 in 2022. The two students were Ian Pinto and Juseong Han. I was 
honoured to meet them in person and congratulate them. I was pleased to know that they had offers from multiple 
universities to choose where they wanted to go. 
Thirteen: I have hosted 13 separate volunteer groups in the Parliament as a way to honour the tireless work of volunteers. 
Fourteen: I was very grateful to attend and enjoyed attending 14 school graduations in my electorate in 2022. Though 
I was not able to be there for the entire program on a couple of occasions, I did my best to support the schools, because 
I have repeatedly said that education is in the genes of the people of Riverton. 
Fifteen: As part of my election commitment, we were able to contribute $15 000 to the Herald Avenue Senior Citizens 
Centre for new shade sails and audiovisual upgrades. The level of participation at this centre is very pleasing to watch. 
It is fantastic to see the seniors walking into the centre to actively participate in its activities. Premier Mark McGowan 
once visited the centre. Surprisingly, both of us were handed bats to play table tennis. Unfortunately, both of us 
were put on one side and on the other side were seniors who were able to beat us quite easily! 
Sixteen: There was $160 000 for the Corinthian Park Tennis Club for court upgrades—for gel courts. It is one of 
the clubs that has a lot of seniors, but we also see very young kids training on a regular basis. It happens to be on 
my driving path, and it is pleasing to watch all the kids, all the way to seniors, utilising the facility to the maximum. 
Seventeen: My team and I were able to host over 17 hours of community forums in Riverton, which covered topics 
like cybercrime, falls prevention and dementia. We are planning to conduct these forums on an ongoing basis, 
particularly for the benefit of the seniors in Riverton. 
Eighteen: There was $1.8 million for Burrendah Primary School for an undercover assembly area to be built. When 
I went there a couple of weeks back, construction was going on at full speed, and it is expected to be completed in 
the very near future. 
Nineteen: The McGowan Labor government was able to contribute $19 000 for vital upgrades to the intersection 
of Vahland Avenue and Collins Road in Willetton. 
Twenty: There was $200 000 secured through the Department of Communities for the stage 2 upgrades to the 
Rostrata Family Centre. This particular centre has close to 1 000 members of various groups. The bookings are 
pretty much completely blocked every day. It is so actively used that the space is just not big enough. The stage 2 
construction, with the support of the City of Canning, is expected to commence any time. 
Twenty-one: There was $21 000 worth of information technology equipment for the Zonta House Refuge 
Association. I was also fortunate to contribute towards a purple bench in one of the parks in Riverton, which is to 
remind people about standing up against domestic violence. Zonta House, which is situated in Riverton, does 
a fantastic job. I take this opportunity to thank its staff for their contribution to fighting domestic violence. 
Twenty-two: There was $22 000 for the Willetton community garden for a new trailer and various supplies. It is 
a small group with a small membership, but a number of people utilise the facility and it keeps the community 
engaged and active. I see happy kids running around learning about gardening and plants.  
Twenty-three: We were able to contribute more than 2 300 hotdogs to the primary schools during the federal 
election as a fundraiser. Every primary school parents and citizens association really worked hard. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Dr J. KRISHNAN: The P&Cs worked hard to raise funds to support the schools, and every bit of support we could 
provide was very much appreciated. 
Twenty-four: There was $2 400 for a defibrillator to be installed at the Bull Creek RAAFA Club. I can still see the 
happiness of the seniors when we offered that, because if they feel there is a need for the defibrillator to be used, 
it is there for them to access. They had a security fence when this was offered. 
Twenty-five: There was $250 000 for upgrades to Castlereagh School, including painting the interior. This is one of 
the schools in my electorate that is close to my heart. It provides some of the best services for challenged kids. 
Twenty-six: There was more than $26 000 donated for community projects from multicultural events to concerts, 
facility upgrades and beyond. 
Twenty-seven: We managed to send more than 2 700 milestone birthday cards to constituents in Riverton. They 
were very pleased to hear from their local member on their milestone birthday. 
Twenty-eight: I and my office are proud to say that we are major sponsors of over 28 clubs in the electorate of Riverton. 
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Twenty-eight days were not enough to list what we have delivered for Riverton; there are a few more, and I would hate 
to ignore them, so I will quickly run through that list. We donated to the Willetton Ladies Probus Club for its thirty-fifth 
anniversary; we secured funding for more than 30 trees to be planted in our local areas; there was $31 000 for 
Willetton Child Care to upgrade its playground; and more than $16 000 was donated for upgrades at the Willetton 
Premier Cricket Club, including a new visual system. The biggest commitment on which progress has been made 
with the budget being considered and approved is the $35 million commitment to Rossmoyne Senior High School, 
which will get a brand new school campus in the years to come, and this is just the first stage of that commitment. 
The McGowan Labor government is delivering in all aspects. When looking through the list of achievements, 
I thought back to basic lessons my father taught me. My dad repeatedly drilled into my head the three things we 
need to consider: the intention to do something, the actions we take to materialise that intention and the effects on 
oneself and others. If all three are positive, there is no hesitation in getting things done. If the intention is right, and 
the right action is taken, and it is going to bring about positive effects for ourselves and others, we should do it. 
This made me look at every action or policy that the McGowan Labor government has delivered. Without a doubt, 
the intentions are right, the right actions are being taken and positive effects are being seen in the community to 
make a difference for the people of Western Australia. 
There were some negative comments made about the health system being in crisis. I partly acknowledge that, but 
it is important to note that not a single city or state in the entire world has not been affected by COVID, which has 
resulted in workforce crises and problems. The chronic disease that was under the surface has come up to the 
surface now, increasing demand. The complications have worsened during the COVID period. I have been closely 
observing the implementation of policies by the Minister for Health and the Department of Health, and I am very 
pleased to say that the data shows we are already making good inroads to progress. The ambulance ramping figures 
always fluctuate and there is always a change between December and January. In January 2023, we saw a big dip 
in ramping numbers, clearly indicating that we are on the downward trend of ramping figures, to make things much 
better for the people of Western Australia, and making accessibility a priority. 
I have already spoken about education. I am very proud that the McGowan Labor government is supporting schools 
in the way they need to be supported. I am very proud of the initiatives taken to make education a priority for the 
kids of Western Australia. 
In respect of jobs, we have record employment and record participation, resulting in people being able to choose 
what they want to do, rather than doing a job because they are desperate for work. Things are changing. There is 
so much demand in every industry, and Western Australia got its AAA credit rating back because of the McGowan 
Labor government’s robust financial management. I still remember that the 2021 state election campaign was 
about not only keeping Western Australia safe, but also keeping WA strong. A promise was made and the promise 
was kept, and there is no doubt that Western Australia is one of the strongest states in the world. There is more 
support for TAFE; no other government has provided the same level of support the McGowan Labor government 
has provided to TAFE to encourage our kids to be the skilled workers of the future. 
With regard to international engagement, both the Premier and the Deputy Premier have taken trips to put 
Western Australia on the map. I was very fortunate to be part of the largest WA delegation that has ever been to 
India, under the leadership of our Deputy Premier. There were various sectors—the mining industry, fisheries, 
ICT innovation, international education, arts and heritage. It was a busy week; we spent about eight days in India, 
engaging with various stakeholders, and that kept my life very busy. There were a lot of conversations, a lot of trips, 
a lot of memorandums of understanding and a lot of transactions. I was fortunate to be invited by the government 
of Tamil Nadu as part of the Tamil diaspora. It invited Tamil people from around the world. I was there to put 
Western Australia on the world map. 
Regarding transport, Metronet is the infrastructure of the future. If members read Hansard from when the Leader 
of the House was concluding our session last year, , they will read that he made the statement “Rita the concreter”. 
She has been delivering every program that is possible for the people of Western Australia. The government has 
contributed towards easing the cost of living, and the freeze of two-zone fares will make a significant difference 
to the hardworking families who commute on a very regular basis. 
Coming to police, I recently visited the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation for various things 
that were happening with Indian engagement. Through it, I came to know that the police department has taken 
a unique approach in these difficult times. Yes, there is a scarcity of available rental properties, but a special team 
was supporting new recruits, giving them advice from finding the right rental property to finding the right school 
for kids and assisting them in settling down in Western Australia in order to be serving for a long time. I have been 
regularly communicating with both the Cannington Police Station and Murdoch Police Station and I get updates. 
As the Premier said today in question time, the crime rate is coming down. I know there is more work to be done, 
but I am sure that the work is being carried out and it is going to be great. 
With any program or policy, the McGowan Labor government has the right intention and is taking the right action. 
We are seeing the positive effects for the people of Western Australia. I am very grateful to be part of this team to 
make my little contribution towards the people of Western Australia. 
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MS M.J. HAMMAT (Mirrabooka — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.52 pm]: I also rise to make a contribution 
in response to the Premier’s Statement. It is a great opportunity, as many have done before me, to pause and reflect 
on some of the things that are happening in our electorates, in my case in my electorate of Mirrabooka, and to 
think about some of the broader work that the McGowan Labor government is doing that is making a real and 
significant difference to the people of Western Australia. 
In my contribution, I want to talk about some of the things that have been happening in the Mirrabooka electorate. 
I want to share some of the great things that have occurred since the house adjourned at the end of last year. One of 
those that is very important and significant in my electorate is the celebration of the Lunar New Year, which began 
on 22 January. Lunar New Year is celebrated by a great many people in Western Australia, particularly by people 
from China, but also North and South Korea, Malaysia, the Philippines, Indonesia, Singapore and Brunei and, 
importantly for my electorate, the Vietnamese community. This year, the majority of those cultures welcomed the 
year of the rabbit, which is what the majority of them are celebrating. However, the Vietnamese community is 
celebrating the year of the cat rather than the year of the rabbit. I am told by Dr Anh Nguyen, who is the president 
of the Vietnamese Community in Western Australia, that this year in fact is the year of the precious cat, a very 
auspicious year that comes around only once every 60 years. It is considered particularly good fortune to give birth 
to a baby girl during this year. With that in mind, I want to give a shout-out to Hon Ayor Makur Chuot who will 
shortly give birth. She tells us she will be giving birth to a girl. I look forward to seeing how her daughter progresses, 
being born in such an auspicious year. 
There are many wonderful celebrations of the Lunar New Year in the Mirrabooka electorate and beyond. In my 
electorate in Mirrabooka, we were delighted to have the opportunity to once again host the Vietnamese Lunar New 
Year celebrations, or the Tet festival, as it is known. This festival attracts thousands of people to the heart of the 
Mirrabooka electorate over a Friday and a Saturday evening. The event is run by the Vietnamese Community of 
Western Australia and it is made possible by the tireless work of its president, Dr Anh Nguyen, and by the many, 
many volunteers who contribute. I want to take this opportunity to thank them for their amazing work in hosting 
yet another successful event. There was so much to enjoy at this year’s celebration of the year of the precious cat. 
The highlight for me, and I think the majority of people there, was when Minister Buti and Dr Anh Nguyen unveiled 
the foundation stone for the Vietnamese cultural community centre that will soon be built on the corner of Curtis Way 
and Marangaroo Drive in Girrawheen. The cultural centre has been made possible because the McGowan government 
helped the community secure the land and it has also supported the project through funding from the Office of 
Multicultural Interests and from Lotterywest. When this community centre is complete, it will provide a fantastic 
facility in our community for our Vietnamese people to come together for celebrations and cultural days and will 
provide a permanent home for some of the Vietnamese social and community groups that operate in and around 
the Mirrabooka electorate. I am very excited to see this project develop right in the heart of the Mirrabooka electorate 
and I know that our Vietnamese community shares in that excitement. 
At the Tet festival, we enjoyed amazing food, fireworks, lion dances and many cultural performances. The festivities 
went throughout the evening on both Friday and Saturday night. I was particularly happy to see so many of the 
local Girrawheen and Marangaroo residents—particularly those who are not Vietnamese—come along to join in 
all the fun. I hope this festival will continue to grow and be such a wonderful celebration in the heart of my 
electorate. I am very pleased that the McGowan Labor government is a major sponsor of this event through funding 
from the Office of Multicultural Interests, Healthway and Lotterywest. I want to take this opportunity to also thank 
Girrawheen Senior High School, especially Principal Barbara Newton, for hosting the festival on its school grounds. 
I want to also give a special shout-out to the Unity Dancers from Girrawheen Senior High School for their special 
performance on the first night. It was indeed a fantastic celebration. 
It was not the only one, though, and people will be aware that we also celebrated with the Chung Wah Association, 
which held another highly successful festival on the streets of Northbridge to mark Lunar New Year. It was 
such a pleasure to join in the celebrations, along with Dr Ting Chen, the president of the Chung Wah Association, 
Deputy Premier Roger Cook, many other of my colleagues from this house and the other place, and many other 
community leaders to begin the celebrations for the Lunar New Year festival. Thousands of people joined the 
celebrations on the streets of Northbridge, enjoying the food, parades and colourful performances that ran throughout 
the afternoon and evening. I think it is wonderful that we have so many opportunities to have such colourful cultural 
celebrations to bring the community together and, importantly, to share cultures with others in a way that I think 
strengthens our social cohesion and builds a strong understanding and a more inclusive and tolerant society. 
In Mirrabooka, we are lucky and get to celebrate many new years, so I often take the opportunity to renew my new 
year’s resolutions, not once, not twice, but three times by this time of the year. They may or may not stick! Just before 
Christmas, we also celebrated the 2 762nd Karen New Year. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: One of my favourites. 
Ms M.J. HAMMAT: Members of the Karen community celebrated their new year on 22 December and held 
a very big community celebration at the Herb Graham Centre in Mirrabooka. The community very much enjoyed 
being able to come together this year, as it was unable to do so last year due to COVID. For the Karen people, 
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Karen New Year is one of the major holidays, celebrated right around the globe. It is one of their major celebrations 
and a public holiday in their home country. In Mirrabooka, we welcomed the new year with much dancing, singing 
and speeches and by enjoying the traditional Karen food. I want to take this opportunity to thank Joansy King, the 
chairperson of the Karen Welfare Association, for organising this important celebration. The event was attended 
by several hundred people from right around the Perth area. The Karen Welfare Association also held celebrations 
in regional areas, including Katanning and Albany, in recognition of the significant number of Karen people who 
live in those regional areas. 
[Leave granted for the member’s speech to be continued at a later sitting.] 
Debate thus adjourned.  

House adjourned at 7.00 pm 
__________ 
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Questions and answers are as supplied to Hansard. 

COMMUNITIES CRISIS LINE 

659. Mr R.S. Love to the Minister for Community Services: 
I refer to the Communities Crisis Line (Crisis Care, 1800 199 008), and ask: 
(a) How many staff operate the line? Please detail by Full Time Equivalent (FTE) and headcount; 
(b) How many private providers operate the line? Please detail the provider, length of contract and expiry 

of contract; 
(c) How many calls have been received by year since the line was established; 
(d) How many calls have been received in 2022? Please detail: 

(i) By region; and 
(ii) A month by month breakdown; 

(e) What are the hours of operation of the crisis line: 
(i) What happens to calls outside of those hours of operation; 

(f) Please table the protocol to ensure cases involving children are considered resolved; 
(g) How many calls are redirected from the Translating and Interpreting Service (TIS) (13 14 50); 
(h) How many calls resulted in: 

(i) Police intervention; and 
(ii) A child being relocated to a safe space; and 

(i) Were there any periods since the establishment of the service that the helpline was unattended in hours 
of operation? Please detail the dates and times when this situation had occurred? 

Ms S.E. Winton replied: 
As at 9 January 2023, the Department of Communities advise: 
(a) 53.9 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) staff and 60 employees. 
(b) None. 
(c) The Crisis Care line was established in the 1980s, and previous phone systems did not allow for incoming 

call data to be tracked. Call volume data has been able to be collected since April 2021. 
(d) 60,883 

(i) The system does not capture this type of data. 
(ii) January 2022, 5,197 calls; February 2022, 5,025; March 2022, 6,078; April 2022, 5,094; 

May 2022, 5,299; June 2022, 4,795; July 2022, 4,619; August 2022, 5,003; September 2022, 
5,044; October 2022, 4,871; November 2022, 4,770; and December 2022, 5,088 calls. 

(e) On weekends and public holidays, the crisis line operates 24-hours a day. Monday to Friday it operates 
from 4:30pm to 8:30am. 
(i) Calls received outside the hours of operation (i.e., calls received during normal business hours) 

are managed by the Department of Communities (Communities) Central Intake Team, Statewide 
Referral and Response Service. 

(f) When Communities receives information that raises concerns about a child’s safety, it has a responsibility 
to consider if further action should be taken. All action taken by Communities must adhere to legislative 
requirements set out in the Children and Community Services Act 2004 (the Act). 
An Interaction Tool is used for all new referrals of concern for a child to assist in determining whether 
Communities has a further role and helps provide a consistent approach to child protection assessment. 
The three possible outcomes following assessment are: 
 Intake to initial inquiry; 
 Intake to Child Safety Investigation; 
 No further action. 
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(g) Calls redirected from the Translating and Interpreting Services are displayed as ‘withheld’ because of 
how they are transferred to the line. Calls that display as ‘withheld’ may also include private numbers, so 
Communities is unable to track how many calls are redirected from the Translating and Interpreting Service. 

(h) (i)–(ii) Information on how many calls resulted in Police intervention and a child being relocated to 
a safe space is not reported through the ASSIST client database. It would require significant 
resources to gather this data including a manual review of individual case files. 

(i) Since the establishment of the Crisis Care line, there have been no periods where the helpline was 
unattended during hours of operation, including during phone/internet outages. 

__________ 
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