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ANZAC DAY EVENTS
Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Veterans Issues) [1.23 pm]: I rise today to acknowledge the
exemplary response of the Western Australian public to the return of full-capacity Anzac Day commemorations,
services and events. After three years of limited capacity and alternative methods of commemoration, Anzac Day
2023 saw the return of big crowds to events held across Western Australia. I would like to thank RSLWA chief
executive officer Vince Connolly, RSLWA president Duncan Anderson and the fantastic team at ANZAC House
Veteran Central for their hard work in organising the commemorative events that were held in Perth. The number
of attendees at each of these events reflects the hard work and dedication of the RSLWA team and its volunteers.

On Anzac Day eve, 350 people attended an all-inclusive sunset service at Kings Park. This is a new initiative
run by RSLWA that provides an option for those who are not able to attend the dawn service on Anzac Day. It
was fully booked by 21 April and will run again in 2024. The dawn service at Kings Park attracted a crowd of
22 500 people, who paid their respects to our servicemen and servicewomen. The gunfire breakfast at Government
House was attended by 1 300 people, with a further 700 visiting the open gardens at Government House. There
were 10 500 people in attendance at the march through Perth city. I was thoroughly impressed by the crowds lining
St George’s Terrace as I marched with the Royal Australian Navy Clearance Divers Association on the twentieth
anniversary of the Iraq War. There were 1 400 attendees at the commemorative service at Perth Concert Hall
and around 1 300 attendees at the Indigenous Anzac Day service at the Supreme Court Gardens. In addition to the
in-person attendances at commemorative events, RSLWA Anzac-related Facebook posts reached a total of
773 000 viewers—an increase of 1 000 per cent—with 50 000 new users visiting the RSLWA website to view
Anzac-related content.

These fantastic numbers demonstrate how much Western Australians embrace our defence personnel and honour
the sacrifices that they make for our country. Western Australians turned out in numbers to commemorative services
across the state. Images from events all round WA show large crowds despite some less than desirable weather
conditions. Congratulations to all RSL sub-branches across Western Australia, and a huge thankyou to all the
volunteers who helped to make Anzac Day 2023 such a special occasion.

[1]



	ANZAC DAY EVENTS
	Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues


