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Ms Simone McGurk; Mrs L.M. Harvey
ROTTNEST CHANNEL SWIM 2014 — TOILET BLOCK
2374.

Ms S.F. McGurk to the Minister for Tourism:

I refer to the 2014 Rottnest Channel Swim and information I received that the water at the toilet block near the
Kingstown Barracks was turned off during the swim and I ask:
(a)

can the Minister detail whether the water supply to a toilet block near the Kingstown Barracks was
tuned off during the weekend of the 2014 Rottnest Channel Swim;

(b)

if yes to (a), why was the water at this toilet block was turned off on the busiest day of the year, and was
water supply interrupted to any other facilities on the Island;

(c)

how many visitors were estimated on the Island on the weekend of the 2014 Channel Swim, and how
does this compare to the weekends before and after the swim;

(d)

what effect did the interruption to water supply have to people using public amenities; and

(e)

is the water supply on the Island not coping with current demand?

Mrs L.M. Harvey replied:
(a)–(b) The isolation of the water supply to the public ablutions at the Army Jetty, near the Kingstown
Barracks, was unauthorised. It has not been possible to determine who was responsible for isolating the
water supply to this facility, however, no other facilities on the Island were interrupted.
(c)

Ferry arrivals:
14-16 February

21-23 February

28 Feb – 2 March

Friday

1,539

1,298

1,623

Saturday

1,467

4,996*

1,691

Sunday

1,459

1,426

1,936

Total

4,465

7,720

5,250

*excludes RIA & Rottnest Channel Swim Association staff and all support staff.
(d)

The problem was reported at 7.57am on Sunday 23 February and was attended to at 8.00am. The
facility required cleaning and was thus closed until Monday. This did not affect any of the other 21
public ablutions on the Island, including those at Kingstown Barracks.

(e)

The water supply is coping with current demand.
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