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THE SPEAKER (Mrs M.H. Roberts) took the chair at 2.00 pm, acknowledged country and read prayers. 

CORONAVIRUS — MASKS — PARLIAMENT HOUSE 
Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mrs M.H. Roberts) [2.01 pm]: Members, although masks are voluntary in most places in the 
community, you are encouraged to wear one while at Parliament House, particularly in shared workplaces such as 
the chamber or where social distancing is not possible. This will help to stop the spread of COVID-19 and influenza 
over the next couple of months and reduce the risk of members and staff being away sick on sitting days or for 
committee meetings or hearings. 

TRAILS WA WEBSITE 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [2.02 pm]: Members who know 
me well will know that my family and I are keen hikers. We love to get out into nature and enjoy a good bushwalking 
trail, and we are not alone. In the past two years the popularity of Western Australia’s trail network has boomed. 
It turns out that bushwalking, mountain biking, horseriding, kayaking and, in fact, any activity that can be undertaken 
on a trail offer the perfect outlet to stay active and healthy during a pandemic. 
Last Thursday, on a crisp and cool morning, my parliamentary colleague Meredith Hammat, MLA, member for 
Mirrabooka, and I joined other trail enthusiasts to launch the new Trails WA website. The website showcases more 
than 800 world-class trails and has downloadable maps, articles, news and information to help safely and sustainably 
connect everyone, no matter their location or ability, to a trail in Western Australia. 
Health benefits are not the only thing to be gained from the increasing trail popularity. Many local economies have 
also received a boost in recent times from people who visit to use local trails and then stay and spend money in 
the community. The new Trails WA website recognises this and offers destination-focused content to help people 
plan and explore the regions surrounding trails, including cafes, accommodation, bike shops and transport services. 
As part of our WA recovery plan funding, the McGowan government has invested more than $21 million in the 
state’s trail industry. This includes just over $180 000 towards the redesign of the Trails WA website and $221 000 
through the recent WA hiking participation grant program. The redesign of the Trails WA website was a huge 
undertaking and was two years in the making. I congratulate everyone involved for getting it up and running. As 
Western Australia now opens up to the rest of the world and welcomes visitors from interstate and overseas, I look 
forward to seeing the popularity of our world-class trail network system continue to grow. 

NORTHAMPTON FESTIVAL OF FOOTY 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [2.04 pm]: On Saturday, 30 April 
I had the pleasure of attending a West Australian Football League match between East Fremantle and East Perth 
Football Clubs, hosted in the midwest town of Northampton. Around 3 000 people attended the match, which was 
the marquee event of the festival of football, providing an opportunity to bring the wider community together and 
celebrate its recovery efforts one year on from the impact of cyclone Seroja. After a close tussle, East Fremantle 
had a 10-point win over East Perth to take out the inaugural Seroja Cup. In addition to the feature match, the large 
crowd was also treated to a men’s and women’s round of the Great Northern Football League and a WAFL match 
between East Fremantle and Claremont. In front of a home crowd, Northampton sisters Julia and Tiani Teakle 
featured in the East Fremantle team in their win over Claremont, making it a clean sweep for the Sharks. Northampton 
is a town with a very proud history of producing outstanding footballers, and former West Coast Eagles player 
Andrew Lockyer, who hails from Northampton, was a key driver in bringing the event to fruition. Past and current 
Australian Football League players Josh Kennedy, Paul Hasleby, Michael Brennan and Daniel Chick also attended 
and contributed to the event, signing autographs and having photos taken with fans. 
For a community that has gone through a challenging period, the day itself and a series of school events, coaching 
clinics and workshops leading up to the event provided a valuable opportunity for families and children to enjoy 
the great game of Australian Rules football. Importantly, the funds raised from the event will provide support to 
the community’s ongoing recovery and rebuilding efforts. The state government contributed $80 000 from the sports 
wagering account towards the event, with funding provided also through the West Australian Football Commission, 
the Northampton Rams and the Shire of Northampton, as other key funding providers, to ensure that the event was 
well resourced. I offer my congratulations to the Shire of Northampton, the Northampton Football Club, the Rams, 
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and the WA Football Commission on an outstanding effort in delivering the festival of football in Northampton. 
My good friend the member for Bicton was there. Thank you also to East Fremantle, East Perth and Claremont 
Football Clubs for their part in taking the game out to the region, exciting the fans of the game and inspiring the 
next generation of players, coaches and officials. 

POLICE — DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GARY DREIBERGS 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.07 pm]: I rise today on behalf of the Western Australian 
government to acknowledge and thank Western Australia Police Force Deputy Commissioner Gary Dreibergs, 
who is leaving the WA Police Force after 40 years of service. A recipient of the Australian Police Medal, Gary’s 
40-year career has included metropolitan and regional service. He has spent more than 13 years as a senior executive 
of the WA Police Force, including six years as an assistant commissioner and more than seven years as a deputy 
commissioner. In recent years, Gary has played a pivotal role in WA’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
having served as a key member of the emergency management team, including the role of Acting State Emergency 
Coordinator and Vaccine Commander. He established Operation Tide to lead the operational roles of the WA Police 
Force and to ensure that all government stakeholders and industry groups had a trusted partner when navigating 
through the pandemic. He also played an integral role in facilitating the historic 2021 AFL grand final in Perth—
an event that will be remembered forever by millions of people in both Western Australia and across the nation. 
As WA’s Vaccine Commander, he has consistently led the push to drive up vaccination rates across the state. 
His efforts have seen WA achieve some of the highest vaccination rates in the nation—a feat that has delivered 
some of the best health, economic and social outcomes in Australia. Gary Dreibergs has been a key part of the 
WA Police Force for many years and has been pivotal in the advancement of police practice using innovation. 
I thank Deputy Commissioner Dreibergs for his four decades as an officer in which he has served the WA public 
with distinction, and I wish him all the very best for the next chapter of his career. 
The SPEAKER: I would also like to congratulate Gary Dreibergs on his outstanding contribution to the 
Western Australia Police Force and to the community of Western Australia. 

MINISTER FOR CHILD PROTECTION — DEFAMATION PROCEEDINGS 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [2.09 pm]: I rise further to refer to a statement 
I made last week in response to legal proceedings commenced by Dr Tracy Westerman. The matter has been settled 
by mutual agreement of both parties and the terms are confidential. However, in the public interest, I take this 
opportunity to inform the house that, as part of the settlement agreement, a total of $16 500 has been paid, being 
a contribution towards the legal costs and disbursements incurred by Dr Westerman and Indigenous Psychological 
Services Pty Ltd in connection with the claim. This payment was made without any admission of liability and no 
other payments were made to Dr Westerman or Indigenous Psychological Services. As the terms remain confidential, 
I will make no further comment on the matter. 

WATERWISE RECOGNITION AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Water 

MR D.J. KELLY (Bassendean — Minister for Water) [2.10 pm]: Last Wednesday, I had the pleasure of addressing 
the annual Waterwise Recognition event, co-hosted by the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation 
and the Water Corporation. The event recognises the achievements of participants in the state’s five non-residential 
waterwise programs and celebrates their significant water savings. Climate change continues to impact water 
resources in Western Australia. That is why it is important that we all work together to protect our state’s precious 
water supply and create waterwise communities. This past summer was one of the hottest on record, with extreme 
heatwave conditions in the Pilbara and severe heatwaves here in Perth. Both the west coast and south of the state 
had only 20 to 40 per cent of their average summer rainfall. The waterwise programs support and foster relationships 
between business, industry and local government to ensure we are all working collectively to address the continuing 
impacts of climate change. In this battle, local governments, businesses and the community all have an important 
role to play to help protect and adapt the ways in which we use and value water. 
On behalf of the McGowan government, I would like to extend our thanks and congratulations to all those recognised 
as part of the 2022 Waterwise Recognition Awards, particularly the Platinum Award winners, who continue to 
show real leadership in the community and innovation in driving water efficiency across the state. Winners included 
the Town of Bassendean; the City of Bayswater; the QV1 building, Perth; Crown Perth; D’Orsogna Ltd; the City of 
Joondalup; and the OneOneFive Hamilton Hill property development. 
The Waterwise Business Program alone saved more than 12 billion litres of water in 2020–21, which is equivalent 
to 4 200 Olympic-sized swimming pools. The program has saved more than 124 billion litres since it was introduced 
in 2007, more than double the annual capacity of the Perth seawater desalination plant. Together, the waterwise 
programs are achieving significant water savings and helping to ensure a sustainable water future for our great state. 
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BUDGET PRESENTATION 
Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mrs M.H. Roberts) [2.12 pm]: I advise members that in accordance with our standard practice, 
the government has requested that the budget be presented at two o’clock on Thursday. Accordingly, on Thursday, 
I will call for members’ 90-second statements at 12.20 pm, and questions without notice at 12.30 pm, and I will 
leave the chair at one o’clock for a lunchbreak. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY — CORONAVIRUS — MANDATORY VACCINATION 
Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mrs M.H. Roberts) [2.13 pm]: Further to the proof-of-vaccination resolution passed by the house 
on 23 February this year, I have received advice from the Clerk that all members complied with paragraph (1)(b) 
of that resolution. 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
CORONAVIRUS — STATE OF EMERGENCY 

253. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s announcement today to bring on urgent legislation to extend temporary provisions under the 
Emergency Management Act and comments from Western Australia’s Human Rights Commissioner, Lorraine Finlay, 
who said, “The longer the situation goes on, the harder it is to justify the continuation of emergency measures”—
a sentiment backed in by yesterday’s Auditor General’s report. How does the Premier expect to attract critical workers, 
tourists and business investment to our state when he is forecasting another six months of these extraordinary controls? 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Finance, the question is to the Premier, not you. 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
The reason the government is doing this is to allow us to keep in place measures that will save lives; that is what 
it is about. We will not keep the measures in place for any longer than we need to but, without these laws, which 
we have rolled over four times now, we would not have the capacity to require people to remain at home for seven 
days when they are COVID-positive, to wear a mask when they go out if they are a close contact of someone who 
is COVID-positive, to require daily rapid antigen testing for people who are close contacts, for restrictions on entry 
into Aboriginal communities, for restrictions on cruise ships coming into Perth, and for mask wearing in hospitals, 
aged care and disability centres. All these rules we have in place require legislative backing. These laws we are 
bringing in provide the legislative backing behind those rules. If we do not do what we are doing, people will die. 
I do not want people who are vulnerable, particularly in hospitals, aged care and disability care, to die or get very 
unwell. That is what these laws are about. 
What I have found over the course of the last two years is that every time we try to do something to save lives, 
save jobs and save people’s health, the Liberal and National Parties oppose us. That is what happens. Some of the 
commentary out there by people external to Parliament is frankly wrong. It is just wrong. We will not keep these 
rules in place for longer than we need to but, if we get rid of them, we will have adverse health outcomes and I do 
not want to see that. Members opposite can shake their heads and come up with all these models; I have people 
asking me, “Why didn’t you legislate for each of these?” We would have to have legislation for mask wearing in 
hospitals, another bill to legislate for mask wearing in aged-care settings, another bill for legislation to provide 
daily rapid antigen testing for those people who are close contacts and we would need more legislation around cruise 
ships coming in. The existing laws allow for directions to be published that are nimble, quick and efficient to deal 
with circumstances as they come along. The opposition’s model would require the Parliament to be on standby 
every day, just in case we have to come in with urgent laws every day for the next six months. It is just a preposterous 
suggestion. It is a preposterous suggestion and it does not reflect the reality of dealing with COVID. What do 
members expect from the political party—the Liberal Party—that supports Clive Palmer? 

CORONAVIRUS — STATE OF EMERGENCY 
254. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. How is it appropriate that the Premier and two other cabinet ministers are taking 
overseas jaunts while Western Australia remains in a state of emergency? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order please, members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Once again, the Liberal Party shows the depths to which it has fallen. The party of Colin Barnett, Richard Court 
and Charles Court now has buffoons running it. The reality is, of course, that the state of emergency is required in 
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order to allow us to put in place these rules. The rules are a relatively light touch and they are broadly consistent 
with what is in place around the rest of the country. At the same time, we have opened up international and interstate 
travel, and our major trading enterprises are open—thank goodness, because Western Australia saved Australia over 
the last two years by keeping COVID out whilst keeping open our export industries. Now we are open to international 
students and international tourists, and we need workforce members from around the world and around Australia 
to come to Western Australia to meet the needs of the state. Of course ministers and Premiers are required to get 
out there and sell the state. It is nonsensical, ludicrous and, frankly, the argument of a nincompoop to suggest that 
somehow we should not do that. Only a nincompoop would say such a thing. 
Mr P.J. Rundle: I have a point of order, Madam Speaker. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Speaking of nincompoops. 
Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 
The SPEAKER: Order, please! Points of order are heard in silence. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I do not think the Premier’s language is appropriate. 
The SPEAKER: That is a point of view, not a point of order. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It is a preposterous and silly argument to suggest that, for instance, the Premier and Treasurer 
of the state should not be out there meeting with international buyers of Western Australian bonds, or participating 
in the first direct flight to Rome, or the Deputy Premier; Minister for Tourism, participating in the restart of the 
London flights. Remember when everyone was talking about the first flight to Rome? Over the last two years, 
everyone was saying, “Western Australia is going to lose all these things now; it’s not going to happen!” Not 
only is it happening, it was brought forward because we kept COVID out, we have a very successful society and 
very successful economy, so the airlines are lining up. Members might recall that in December we put in place 
resources to fund and attract airlines into Western Australia. Of course we have to promote and sell the state. Does 
the Liberal Party seriously suggest we should not do that—promote and sell the state to the world? We are an 
international trading state that has supported this country during its most dire days over the last two years and long 
may that continue. Hopefully the Liberal Party is many years away from office because it is unfit for office.  

STATE BUDGET 2022–23 — HEALTH 
255. Ms E.L. HAMILTON to the Premier: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s strong and responsible financial management that is delivering 
significant funding for our health system and a world-leading response to COVID-19. 
(1) Can the Premier outline to the house how this government’s significant investment in health infrastructure 

as part of the upcoming state budget will ensure that our health system meets the needs of Western Australians 
into the future? 

(2) Can the Premier outline how this government’s investment will also ensure that WA Health can continue 
to maintain the COVID-19 pandemic? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Joondalup for the question. 
(1)–(2) Health will be a significant part of the budget on Thursday. We can invest significant amounts in health 

because of our very strong and responsible budget management over our time in office and because of the 
management of the pandemic, which caused mayhem around other parts of Australia and catastrophe in 
other parts of the world. Since the last state budget, we have delivered additional beds into our health system; 
342 beds have been added to the hospital system since the budget in September. About 190 additional 
beds will open by the end of this year, which is the equivalent of a full new tertiary hospital being added 
to the system, basically, in 12 months. We are investing $223.4 million in infrastructure in the 2022–23 state 
budget. The total investment over four years is $1.6 billion, plus $1.8 billion for a new women’s and babies’ 
hospital in the electorate of the member for Nedlands. The additional investment in health infrastructure 
includes intensive care unit upgrades at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, the Albany general dental clinic, 
$5.9 million for a Byford health hub, and much else all over Western Australia. 
Over the course of the last two years we aimed for and achieved a soft landing out of COVID. We avoided 
the worst of the restrictions that Victoria, New South Wales and other parts of the world have endured, 
but we still need to respond to COVID. Members will find that there is $1.6 billion in COVID health and 
economic investment in the state budget, which brings the total COVID spend to $11.2 billion. Having 
spent that, we are still driving down debt. That spend includes the rapid antigen test program. We are the 
only state in Australia to provide free rapid antigen tests to households. We announced that we are providing 
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them to around 70 new locations around regional WA. We want to make sure that people in both the city 
and the country have access to RATs so that people who are COVID positive are not going to work, social 
gatherings, school, or whatever it might be, which is an important health initiative for Western Australia. 
The health system of Western Australia is obviously under a lot of stress and pressure, but it is a great 
system with great people working in it, with some magnificent hospitals and the best equipment and care 
in the world. It is the best funded health system per capita of any health system in Australia. 

CORONAVIRUS — RESPONSE REVIEW 
256. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Premier: 
I refer to the Audit results report—Annual 2020–21 financial audits of state government entities: Part 2: 
COVID-19 impacts released by the Auditor General yesterday in which the auditor suggests significant future 
benefit would be granted by WA undertaking a systematic impartial examination of the response to the pandemic. 
(1) Noting this is a process that is underway in other states, will the Premier undertake to initiate such an 

impartial review? 
(2) Given that the Premier intends to continue managing WA using state of emergency powers, can he 

confirm when he will begin governing in a transparent manner? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(2) The second part of the question is stupid. We are obviously here and all the systems of government operate 

as normal. The Auditor General, the Ombudsman, the Corruption and Crime Commission, the Parliament 
and the courts—everything operates as normal. The state of emergency powers allow us to enforce mask 
wearing in hospitals and aged-care facilities, daily rapid antigen testing for close contacts and restrictions 
on cruise ships. They are a very light touch, but they are designed to save lives. I might add that it is a bit 
controversial. I have other groups out there in the community demanding that everyone wear a mask 
virtually all the time. We have adopted a cautious but reasonable approach in the circumstances we face. 
Today we have around 280 people in hospital with COVID. I think there are six to eight people in intensive 
care. Those figures are amazingly good compared with what was predicted over the course of COVID. 
The modelling suggested that it would be far more dire than that. The reason we are in that position is 
that we did difficult things as a state. That is why we are in that position. The two most difficult things we 
did were to close the borders to keep COVID out and mandate vaccines for large parts of the workforce. 
Had we not done those difficult things, the state would have been in a very dire position; many hundreds, 
if not thousands, of people would have died and many thousands of jobs would have been lost. We did 
difficult things to save people’s lives and their jobs in Western Australia, and I am proud of the fact that 
we did that, despite the member’s criticisms. Other states and countries around the world wish they were 
in Western Australia’s position. 
In terms of an analysis of what has occurred over the last couple of years, at some point in time I am sure 
that something will occur. I am unaware of what other states have done. I am certainly not at all afraid of 
any sort of inquiry into it. But we are not actually out of it yet; we have not finished dealing with it. We 
had 11 000 or 12 000 cases today. It is not over yet. Obviously, when it is over, we can look at what can be 
put in place. I am very confident about the outcome of any inquiry because I know that we did everything 
we possibly could to protect Western Australia, so much so now we have the best health outcomes in 
Australia as a country, the best health outcomes in the world and the best economic outcomes in Australia 
bar none, and I expect the best economic outcomes in the world. If you want to criticise that, fill your boots! 

CORONAVIRUS — RESPONSE REVIEW 
257. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. My question was very straightforward. Will the Premier undertake an independent 
and transparent review of the state’s response to the COVID pandemic? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I am not exactly sure that the Auditor General recommended that. I think there might have been some commentary 
that these things should be analysed. As I said, I am not afraid of or averse at all to any sort of inquiry into these 
matters at some point in time—I would not trust the Leader of the Liberal Party to undertake the inquiry or his friend 
Clive Palmer—perhaps when this matter is resolved. Bear in mind that we had 12 000 cases today, we have about 
280 people in hospital and we still have some light touch restrictions in place. It would be inappropriate to hold an 
inquiry while it is still going on. Would the member not understand that? I would have thought that is obvious to 
people. I get the feeling from my understanding of what the Auditor General had to say that the member is verballing 
her. I do not have anything to hide in relation to this. The member seems to think that we do. He thinks that we have 
somehow handled things badly. His Tory party acolyte in Britain wanders around the streets with his hair everywhere 
with little dogs. His management of the pandemic resulted in hundreds of thousands of people dying. Is that the 
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approach that the member wished we had adopted? If we look at America and some of his acolytes and fellow 
travellers over there, we see that some of those states, because of their approach to this, had tens of thousands, if 
not hundreds of thousands, of cases, and I think over a million people have died in the United States. In other 
parts of the world that do not have our health system and do not have our wealth, millions of people have died. In 
Western Australia, all of that has been avoided and we have had the most stunningly successful outcomes. If you 
want to keep criticising, that can be your approach to this matter. I am happy to keep defending because I am proud 
of what we have achieved. 

EMERGENCY CARE REFORM PACKAGE 

258. Mr S.A. MILLMAN to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s sustained and significant investment in our health system, including 
the $250 million reform package to address the challenges facing our emergency care system. Can the minister 
outline to the house the key parts of this comprehensive reform package and advise how this significant investment 
will help improve the delivery of emergency care in Western Australia?  

Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
I thank the member for his question. 
This government has never ever shied away from the challenges in the health system. In 2017, when we were 
elected, my predecessor in this portfolio immediately established the sustainable health review, which looked at 
the long-term reform required in the health system to shift the focus from acute care to supporting more preventive 
measures in the community. We continue that important work that will help to shape our system in years to come. 
This government has boosted health funding by 22 per cent in the last two years—that is, a 22 per cent increase in 
health funding alone in Western Australia since the pandemic began. 
There is no question that our emergency departments are under pressure at the moment. We have high numbers of 
COVID cases in the community. We have furloughed staff. We have infection control measures in place to stop 
COVID running rampant in our hospitals, because we need to protect the people in those hospitals who are already 
sick. We have seen significant delayed care from COVID in the last two years, and that has led to higher acuity 
and more presentations in emergency. It is not just me who is saying that; it is people on the ground who are saying 
that. They are telling us that these are the causes. Another major factor, a significant factor, is the total lack of GPs 
in the community, particularly in regional areas. This is felt really acutely particularly in those peri-urban and 
suburban areas, where people cannot get in to see a GP. We need the federal government to step up and fix this gap. 
What happens is that people wait and they get sicker and then they go to the emergency department. 
The state government does not run the health system on its own. We are not in a vacuum; it has to be the whole 
ecosystem working together. But with the emergency department reform package we are stepping in and we are 
stepping up to fill the gap that the commonwealth has left. We have around 250 patients in the system who are 
awaiting NDIS and aged-care plans. That is a shockingly high number. The state government is putting $74 million 
towards funding those packages and purchasing care packages and transition packages for those patients so that they 
can get out of hospital, because they do not want to be there either. Our top priority is to help smooth that pathway. 
We have also established a ministerial task force that will oversee a number of measures. The package involves 
around 17 different measures. This is a complex system and a complex issue, and we are absolutely committed to 
targeting each and every one of those issues. The package includes $3 million to develop the state health operations 
centre business case, which will help to centralise the management of the system across regional and metropolitan WA. 
If adopted, this will be one of the biggest reforms we have seen in our health system, certainly over the last 15 to 
20 years. The 15 other measures are targeted at existing pressures, like long-stay patients. We will continue to do 
that to ensure that the community has access to emergency departments, but we have to work as a whole ecosystem. 
Quite frankly, what is letting us down the most right now is the commonwealth government, with its lack of funding 
for primary care and lack of incentives for GPs, particularly in the regions, and the state system is bearing the brunt 
of that. 

AMBULANCE RAMPING 

259. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to yesterday’s unprecedented alert from St John Ambulance highlighting possible delays in response times 
due to a quarter of its fleet being ramped. I refer also to the minister’s comments last week that despite the so-called 
emergency reform package to fix ramping, she does not expect any great improvement in ramping in the coming 
months. In which months does the minister expect to see a reduction in these appalling record levels of ramping 
happening under her watch that are due to lack of capacity in the system? 

Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
Madam Speaker, every time the member speaks on this issue she demonstrates an abject lack of understanding of 
the issue and a total lack of acknowledgement of the context that we are in right now in Western Australia. We are 
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in a COVID surge. We had over 12 000 cases today and record numbers of people are calling ambulances and 
visiting emergency departments. This is driving significant demand. On top of that, we are screening and triaging 
and putting in place stringent infection control in emergency departments right now. They are important measures. 
They are extra measures that staff are doing. That is extra work that they are doing right now, but all the opposition 
does is criticise them for that work. It is constant criticism. I am focused on solutions and supporting our healthcare 
workforce and our community. That is what the emergency department package will do—that is, provide solutions 
to this very, very complex issue. 
As I said, it is not just me claiming that these are the issues and these are the solutions; it is actual experts who 
work in emergency departments. Let me give an example of one of those experts, member for Vasse. The faculty 
chair of the Australasian College for Emergency Medicine Peter Allely has praised the package. He is not afraid to 
say what he thinks. He praised the package and said that he is happy to see that our government is engaged to make 
things better and that it acknowledges the seriousness and complexity of the issue. He also went on to say that the 
lack of GPs and primary care is a significant issue for emergency department staff, because they are expected to 
bear the brunt of that. 
This is complex; we are in a COVID surge. If we compare what is happening now in Western Australia with what 
happened in Victoria, New South Wales and Queensland, where they had members of the Australian Defence Force 
driving ambulances, people dying at home without care or access to care—they could not get anything—it is vastly 
different in Western Australia, where our response has been planned, coordinated and strategic. It is putting pressure 
on healthcare workers but they are doing the hard yards, and the member for Vasse needs to stop criticising them. 

AMBULANCE RAMPING 

260. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Health: 
I have a supplementary question. When will the minister deliver these solutions and why does her package miss 
time frames and targets? 

Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
Let me remind the member for Vasse of the range of measures that are in place at the moment to support capacity 
in the system—that is, the 530 beds that were announced in the last budget. Since the last budget, we have delivered 
more than 300 of those beds to increase capacity in the system. We are moving into winter and that is always a time 
of strain on the system. On top of that, we have high levels of COVID in the community, so it is totally unrealistic 
to say to our emergency department staff, “Work twice as hard. Work more shifts. Do more, do more!” We are 
working with them. We want to support them through this difficult season and through this difficult period. We 
will have in place a range of packages as we come down from our COVID surge to help support them—that is, the 
recruitment of staff and the 15 per cent increase in staff numbers we have seen. Actually, 1 100 graduate nurses will 
be put on this year. There are a range of packages. It is not fair for the member to stand in this chamber and say or 
make glib comments in the media that they need to work faster, work harder and do more, when they are doing 
everything they can. 

CLEAN ENERGY CAR FUND 

261. Mr G. BAKER to the Minister for Climate Action: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to taking serious action on climate change and moving 
our state towards a low-carbon future. 
(1) Can the minister outline to the house how the $60 million clean energy car fund that will be part of the 

state budget will help drive the uptake of electric vehicles in Western Australia? 
(2) Can the minister advise the house how this will help WA meet its target of net zero emissions? 

Mr R.R. WHITBY replied: 
I thank the member for South Perth for that good question and acknowledge the member’s commitment to 
decarbonisation and reducing greenhouse gases. I believe he is the proud driver of a Tesla car, so well done! 
(1)–(2) What we have announced today is an incentive package so that more Western Australians can drive electric 

vehicles; they will be cheaper. Members can recall the significant funding commitment of this government 
last year to develop Australia’s longest EV charging network. That commitment was made recognising that 
one of the main barriers to EV uptake in Western Australia is something called range anxiety. Members 
will be pleased to note that as of today people can purchase an electric vehicle at a cheaper price, given the 
rebate announcement, and they can charge their vehicle—this may interest members opposite—and it 
will take them a distance of 400 kilometres or more. A person can purchase that car and they can start in 
Mt Claremont and go into the regions for a distance of well over 400 kilometres without having to charge. 
That is a significant — 

A member interjected. 
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Mr R.R. WHITBY: There is a charging network already. The member will be glad to know that they can go further 
than Esperance; they can keep on going because our charging network means that we can reach the state border 
with South Australia, at Eucla. People can therefore complete that trip around Australia by EV. 
The government has allocated $60 million in the budget to the clean energy car fund to accelerate the use of zero and 
low–emission vehicles, which includes $36.5 million to provide 10 000 rebates worth $3 500 for people who want 
to buy a new electric vehicle or hydrogen fuel cell vehicle. This, of course, will assist householders to save and will 
also impress on the community the value of buying EVs, which will lead to a larger second-hand car market, enabling 
other people to purchase them down the track. Taking combustion engine vehicles off the road and replacing them 
with EVs will reduce about 7 000 tonnes of carbon emissions per annum into the Western Australian atmosphere. 
We are also investing in the charging infrastructure, as I said earlier. We will provide $10 million to support 
not-for-profits and small businesses to install charging infrastructure, $5 million to help local governments install 
charging infrastructure and $4 million so that the Public Transport Authority can install a range of charging 
infrastructure at four train stations as a trial project that will provide 20 car bays with commuter charging access. As 
I said, we will complete the link to the South Australian border so that people can drive right around Western Australia 
from Eucla to Kununurra and beyond, charging their electric vehicle as they go. This government is serious about 
climate change and reducing our greenhouse gas emissions. I can also talk to members about the $750 million—
three-quarters of a billion dollars—invested in the climate action fund that provides investment for a suite of 
initiatives. Climate change is real, regardless of what our friends Barnaby Joyce and Matt Canavan might want to 
say. Action is required right now to change the way our economy and society operates. We are serious about this, 
even if others are not. 

LIVE EXPORT 
262. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Premier: 
I refer to the confusion caused by members of the Premier’s government and the federal Australian Labor Party 
leadership by sending mixed messages on the live export sheep trade while the thousands of Western Australians 
who rely on the trade for their livelihood watch on in fear. 
(1) Can the Premier guarantee the future of WA’s sustainable, $136 million live sheep trade? 
(2) Has the Premier informed his state and federal colleagues of his stance? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(2) I was asked questions about this the other day. My comments were published and I stand by them. 

LIVE EXPORT 
263. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Given that the Premier and the transport minister are on record as supporting the 
trade, has the Premier counselled his agriculture minister, who has suggested that the industry will inevitably close 
and that producers are flogging a dead horse? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I made the government’s position plain. 

RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE — FREIGHT 
264. Ms L. DALTON to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s record investment in job-creating and economic-driving infrastructure 
right across Western Australia and, in particular, in regional WA. Can the minister outline to the house how the 
$200 million investment by the state and commonwealth governments in WA’s freight rail network will improve 
efficiency, reduce freight costs, support jobs and support our agricultural sector, and how this government’s 
approach compares with that of the previous Liberal–National government? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  
Last week I made my way to Brookton to announce the joint spending of $200 million on regional rail infrastructure 
in the state. This is an acknowledgement that rail plays a key role in not only metropolitan WA and for Metronet, 
but also for transporting freight across the state. Some members may not recall this, but let us go through it: it was 
the Liberal–National government that sold the regional freight business. It sold Westrail Freight for less than its value 
and the Nationals had their tummies tickled by the then Premier who gave the Nationals a few roads as a trade-off 
for selling the entire regional freight network. The government not only sold it, but also when it got back into 
government again, it closed down the rail lines. The government sold it and then closed down the rail lines. Of 
course, that has put enormous pressure on our roads. There have long been calls demanding that we work to get 
our regional rail back up to standard, so I am really pleased to be committing, together with the federal government, 
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$200 million for a range of projects. Members may know that this last harvest has been a record harvest. We believe 
those numbers will continue to be at those levels and higher in the future. It was with great pleasure to be there 
with Co-operative Bulk Handling and Arc Infrastructure last week in regional WA. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: I saw you. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes, you did a nice walk into the camera shot, you might have noticed! 
We have committed $22 million to improve the rail sidings at four CBH bins and another $46 million to extend 
the rail sidings at seven additional bins. In some instances, that will mean that a train that used to take about eight 
hours to load will now take between two and three hours to load. That means enormous efficiencies in moving the 
freight across the network. We will also improve the capacity of the rail lines with an investment of $60 million 
to upgrade the Midland line’s main line between Carnamah and Mingenew that will increase the tonne axle loading 
from 16 tonnes to 19 tonnes and a very exciting investment of $72 million towards the progressive recommissioning 
of the Narrogin to Kulin tier 3 rail line. Working with the regional resources industry, we will make sure that we 
can reopen lines for not only grain freight, but also the resources sector, because we believe that when we combine 
those two components, the business case is strong to have those rail lines reopened. 
It is always interesting to know what the opposition says when we talk about regional rail. As I said, the Liberal–National 
government had no shame. It sold Westrail Freight and shut down the rail lines yet somehow, with more front than 
Myers, Liberal–National members are criticising us. I understand that the member for Moore is not here. I wish him 
well in his COVID recovery. He went onto my Facebook page to congratulate the federal National and Liberal Parties. 
Given that the WA National Party does not talk to the federal National Party, it is no wonder the member for Moore 
had to go onto my page to communicate with the federal National Party! He does not communicate with the federal 
National Party directly because the state and federal parties do not talk to each other, so he had to go onto my 
Facebook page to communicate with the federal National Party. Barnaby Joyce seems to be banned from WA because 
the National Party seems to think that would impact on its vote in regional WA. 
Mr M. McGowan: So you’re like Kissinger! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I am the messenger. 
The member for Moore went onto my Facebook page to communicate with the federal National Party. The member 
for Geraldton’s predecessor, the federal National Party’s candidate for Durack, Ian Blayney, was out there with 
a strange media release commenting about tier 3. Again, that is from a party that sold Westrail Freight and shut 
down the rail lines and is now questioning our commitment to regional rail. I will tell members what: it is there, it 
is funded and we will continue to work with regional communities to make real progress about how we move our 
freight around the state. 

HOSPITALS — REGIONS 
265. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the dilapidated nature of the state’s regional hospital network. 
(1) Can the minister confirm that after all the fanfare of her extended promise to redevelop Geraldton Health 

Campus she has no idea when it will be delivered? 
(2) Can the minister confirm that she has neglected providing the much-needed upgrades for Margaret River 

Hospital, despite it being a top priority for the WA Country Health Service?  
Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
(1)–(2) I reject the entire premise of that question because it is wrong; it is absolutely wrong. Again, the opposition 

is doing a great disservice to the incredible staff and team in our WA Country Health Service. There has 
been record investment in Western Australian hospitals, including in regional hospitals, by this government. 
This government has done more than the former government ever did for regional hospitals, despite the 
shonky process it had for royalties for regions. We are redeveloping hospitals across Western Australia, 
including in Geraldton and Bunbury—Busselton had a major revamp—Karratha and Port Hedland. They 
are all receiving significant redevelopments. 
The member is absolutely wrong about the Geraldton Health Campus. In this year’s budget, the government 
committed $49 million extra to complete that redevelopment. That redevelopment is already underway and 
started, with enabling works and the car park to support its expansion. Instead of criticising the redevelopment, 
the member might want to go and speak to the staff who work in that hospital because they are over the moon. 
We know that the construction tenders are coming in exceptionally high in the midwest because there 
is particular pressure around rebuilding after cyclone Seroja as well as COVID-19 pressures on the 
construction industry. Instead of just sitting on our hands, the government is putting in $50 million to 
complete that redevelopment. The staff are thrilled. It will make an enormous difference to the capacity 
of that hospital. A 12-bed acute mental health ward will be a game changer for the midwest and they are 
excited about it and supportive of it, and I encourage the member to be the same. 
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HOSPITALS — REGIONS 
266. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Health: 
I have a supplementary question. When can patients and health workers expect the hospital upgrades that the 
minister keeps promising to actually be built? 
Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
As soon as the tender is awarded and a contract is signed, it will have a completion date in it. We will let the member 
know as soon as that is done. 

CHILD PROTECTION — INVESTMENT 
267. Mrs L.A. MUNDAY to the Minister for Child Protection: 
I refer to the McGowan government’s ongoing commitment to keeping children safe and reducing the rate of 
children entering care. 
(1) Can the minister outline to the house what this government’s record investment into our child protection 

system, including the additional $114 million announced last month, will mean for services and frontline 
workers? 

(2) Can the minister advise the house how this investment will help protect vulnerable children and support 
their families? 

Ms S.F. McGURK replied: 
I thank the member for Dawesville for her question and her interest in this area. I know she supports many carers 
in her own electorate. 
(1)–(2) I was very proud, as part of a pre-budget announcement, to be able to announce $114 million of new funding 

for the child protection portfolio and the child protection areas of work that we do in this government. 
That comes on top of not only significant legislative reform that the government has shepherded since 
coming to office, but also previous investment in child protection and on some of the feeder issues that 
contribute to very vulnerable families in our state which lead those families to need child protection services, 
in issues like family and domestic violence; homelessness; mental health; and alcohol and drug abuse. 
The $114 million in new spending will be concentrated in three different areas, one of which is around 
our commitment to keeping children safe. As part of that $114 million, we are committed to providing 
36 new FTE—that is, 36 new case-carrying child protection workers will be delivered—as well as extra 
money to support those workers. It means that since coming to office, we have invested in more than 
200 new child protection workers before bringing in those figures—therefore, 200 plus 36 FTE. We have 
also announced a new care team in Midland. We really are demonstrating a significant increase in the 
number of child protection workers since coming to office. 
The government is also interested in making sure that families are kept safe. That is why we have invested 
significant money since coming to office into helping vulnerable families. As part of that, this announcement 
includes $23.9 million for early intervention services—that is additional money—in our early intervention 
family support work. We are getting very good results in that early intervention work, so that, coupled 
with supporting child protection workers, means we are seeing the lowest number of children in care—
the first reductions in the number of children in care for over 25 years. I am very pleased to see that trend 
go down for a number of months now, so that in the month of March there has been a continual reduction 
in the number of children in care. In the 12 months prior to this, we saw a 4.2 per cent reduction in the 
number of children in care. That is a reduction of 224 children in a 12-month period, and for Aboriginal 
children in care there has been a reduction of 3.1 per cent, or 96 children in care. That is a significant 
reduction. We know that this is a target for the new Closing the Gap ambitions. I am proud of the work that 
has been done. Of course, I always qualify the figure in the reduction of children in care by saying that 
we need to keep children safe. Therefore, if there is a necessity to bring them into care and to keep them in 
care, that is what we will do—but if we can keep them safe, we would like to do that and keep them with 
their families. We are keeping not only children and families safe, but also communities safe. 
We know that this is an issue particularly in some of our regional areas, so I was very pleased to be with the 
Minister for Regional Development for the announcement of $11.1 million to expand our very successful 
Target 120 program. This is an early intervention program that works with young people aged 10 to 
14 years. It works with not only young people who have numerous incidents and interaction with police, 
but also their families. As a result of making sure that those young people are the centre of our attention, 
working across agencies and with those young people’s families, on average half of those young people 
have had no further interactions with police since we came into office. That $11.1 million will expand the 
program to another nine sites, taking the number total number of sites to 20 across the state. The expansion 
will take place in Broome, Halls Creek, Fitzroy Crossing, Derby, and also outside the Kimberley to Karratha, 
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Newman, Carnarvon, Mandurah and Ellenbrook. I look forward to seeing the work done not only by the 
Department of Communities’ youth community workers, but also sometimes by Aboriginal-controlled 
organisations doing that work, because it is across-agency and it is evidence driven. There has been not only 
a significant amount of resources being provided, but those working in that program are seeing some real 
results in a reduction in youth offending—really the Holy Grail of youth justice work—and a reduction 
of children in care. 
Before I sit down, I want to refer briefly to the shallow understanding of the opposition on these issues. 
It likes to come in here when there is an article in The West Australian on these issues and give us a bit of 
a serve, but I want to refer to a press release by the member for Mining and Pastoral Region Hon Neil Thomson 
on our $114 million pre-budget announcement that was published on 22 April. It really did show how 
little the opposition understands these sorts of issues—in fact, so much so that I think other members of 
the opposition realised and the press release was taken down very quickly. He said that $114 million of 
extra funding was a cynical distraction from the youth crisis facing regional areas. I do not know in what 
language $114 million is not a good investment, but, clearly, I would not describe it as a cynical distraction. 
I would say it was a real contribution of extra resources in evidence-based programs. He also was 
surprised to hear that the funding appears to span the forward estimates! That is right, Hon Neil Thomson: 
it does span the forward estimates; that is the way the budget works. He also said that nearly 40 per cent 
of the new allocated staff had already been allocated to Midland. That is not correct. That was not in our 
press release; it has not been in any of our public commentary. It is an addition to the new staff that we 
have allocated to Midland, so he was wrong there. He also said that Perth is a long way from Kununurra 
and all the other locations struggling with the consequences of child neglect. That is right; Perth is a long 
way from Kununurra, but these new resources will be spread across the state. In fact, Target 120 has 
a particular focus on the Kimberley, and Kununurra already has Target 120. 
The member also said that Department of Communities staff are not available after hours in regional 
locations. Yes, they are, member. Do not be fooled into thinking they are not—they are. He said that this 
is not a FIFO response from Perth and we need to have in situ workers. Yes, member, we do have child 
protection workers placed around the state. The member should perhaps visit them some time. He also 
said with regard to my press release — 

“The Minister said that the information will be available in a few weeks. 
That is right; that is because we announced it as a pre-budget announcement, and the budget is traditionally 
handed down a few weeks after that. 
On a number of fronts, the honourable member was wrong. They had to take this press release down, and 
we have not seen a response since. 

The SPEAKER: The Leader of the Liberal Party with the last question. 
ATTORNEY GENERAL — PERFORMANCE 

268. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s Attorney General’s multiple gaffes, including his failure to report a luxury helicopter ride 
with a casino bigwig; the violation of his own government’s mask mandate, for which he was fined; and his recent 
blunder in the Federal Court, which led to the Premier’s own lawyer ridiculing the Attorney General as bordering 
on silly. Does the Attorney General still retain the Premier’s confidence, given his numerous improprieties and 
trip ups; and, if so, why? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I am not at all averse to saying that he is the finest Attorney General I have seen in my time in Parliament. I think 
that people with a lot longer memories than me will say exactly the same thing. In terms of his record of achievement, 
it is as long as your arm. This Attorney General has brought in laws for increased penalties for meth traffickers. 
He brought in the no body, no parole legislation. He has strengthened the powers of the Corruption and Crime 
Commission to investigate unexplained wealth; toughened the laws against dangerous sex offenders; removed the 
statute of limitations for the victims of child sexual abuse; passed legislation for the expungement of convictions 
for historical LGBTI homosexual sex offences; introduced a custody notification scheme for Indigenous people; 
joined the National Redress Scheme; criminalised revenge porn; brought in tougher legislation for persons linked 
to terrorism; passed legislation implementing new offences and tougher penalties for family and domestic violence; 
reformed the outdated fines enforcement regime, ending imprisonment for fine default; increased the capacity of 
Magistrates Courts in the regions; reappointed John McKechnie, QC, as the Corruption and Crime Commissioner; 
commissioned Western Australia’s first strategy to address sexual violence in Western Australia; and passed 
historic legislation bringing equality to Western Australia’s Legislative Council. He has introduced legislation to 
enhance Western Australia’s anti-consorting laws against bikies; established elder rights in WA; allowed de facto 
couples to fairly split their superannuation; put in place the most comprehensive charitable trust laws in the nation; 
and also had a major role in this house and more broadly in the voluntary assisted dying laws. In my memory, there 
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is not an Attorney General in the country who has such a record of achievement—not one. No-one else can point to 
something of that magnitude, and that is only a snapshot of the sorts of things this Attorney General has achieved in his 
time as Attorney General—five years—and obviously he has some years to go with some more achievements to come. 
Contrast that: isn’t the shadow Attorney General Hon Nick Goiran? Hon Nick Goiran is someone who brings the 
Liberal Party into disrepute, amongst others, I might add, in the parliamentary Liberal Party. He is a member of 
“The Clan” grouping, out there attacking women and making sexist and derogatory comments and destroying the 
brand of the Liberal Party all over the place. 
Member, I realise in your parliamentary career you have not achieved anything and I realise you have not passed 
a single bill, but that does not mean that your envy should be so great as to come up with these ridiculous questions 
against someone who has an extensive record of outstanding achievement serving the people of Western Australia. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL — PERFORMANCE 
269. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. If the top legal officer in the state cannot even provide evidence in a competent 
way after months of preparation, how can he manage the ongoing legal business of this state? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, please! 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I do not know who writes the member’s questions, but he needs to get new people. I outlined to the member before 
a snapshot of the legislation that this minister has been responsible for. This is a record of achievement in 
reforming the laws to make life better for people all over Western Australia, irrespective of their background—for 
elderly people, young people, Indigenous people and multicultural groups—to toughen up the laws around bikies, 
in conjunction with other ministers, I might add, but this Attorney General has been responsible for all of that. It 
is actually not easy to understand legislation and have the detail on multiple things at one time. It is not actually 
easy. I realise again that the member does not do it, so he does not understand how difficult it is, but the Attorney 
General has achieved all that. 
If we go back in history to some of the former government’s Attorney Generals’ achievements during their time 
in office, they had a paper thin record of achievement. I am trying to remember who the last Attorney General was. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It was Michael Mischin and Christian Porter. If members opposite were to be elected, their 
Attorney General would be Nick Goiran, for goodness sake! What will happen if Nick Goiran becomes the 
Attorney General? Are we going to reverse the abortion laws in Western Australia? Is that what is going to happen? 
Will we repeal the voluntary assisted dying laws? Is that what is going to happen if members opposite get elected? 
That is the state of the Liberal Party in Western Australia today. The alternative Attorney General is Nick Goiran. 
You think about that. The good thing is that the people of Western Australia understand the state you are in and 
they understand that you are not fit for office. Hopefully, that remains the case for a considerable period. 
The SPEAKER: Members, that concludes question time. 

ANIMAL RESCUE KITS 
Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mrs M.H. Roberts) [3.06 pm]: I would like to welcome to the Speaker’s gallery a couple of 
guests of the member for Maylands. I thank her for inviting Michelle and Jenny, who are from the Animal Rescue 
Cooperative. Some of you might have been seen the packs that are available for members in the courtyard and 
I would encourage you to avail yourselves of one of those packs. Hopefully, it might help you save the life of one or 
more animals as you drive on Western Australian roads. Thank you, Michelle and Jenny, and thank you particularly 
to the member for Maylands for enabling this. 

BILLS 
Assent 

Message from the Governor received and read notifying assent to the following bills — 
1. Transport Legislation Amendment (Identity Matching Services) Bill 2021. 
2. Legal Profession Uniform Law Application Bill 2021. 
3. Legal Profession Uniform Law Application (Levy) Bill 2021. 
4. Treasurer’s Advance Authorisation Bill 2022. 
5. Animal Resources Authority Amendment and Repeal Bill 2021. 
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CHARITABLE TRUSTS BILL 2022 
Appropriations 

Message from the Governor received and read recommending appropriations for the purposes of the bill. 

PAPERS TABLED 
Papers were tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house. 

AUDIT PRACTICE STATEMENT 
Correction — Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mrs M.H. Roberts) [3.11 pm]: Members, I have received a letter dated 4 May 2022 from the 
Auditor General advising of an error in the Audit practice statement that was tabled on 15 February 2022. The error 
was contained on page 27 wherein an external URL from the Australian Government Solicitor is no longer accessible. 
The Auditor General has provided an updated version of page 27 of the report, which includes the correct URL. 
I advise that I have authorised the necessary corrections to be attached to the tabled paper as an erratum. 

[See paper 1119.] 

CURTIN UNIVERSITY ANNUAL REPORT 2021 
Correction — Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mrs M.H. Roberts) [3.11 pm]: I have also received a letter dated 22 April 2022 from the Minister 
for Education and Training advising of a minor error in the Curtin University annual report 2021, which was 
tabled on 24 March 2022. The error was contained on page 44, wherein the vice-chancellor, Professor Harlene Hayne, 
was incorrectly referred to as “Vice-Chancellor (Interim)”. The minister has provided an updated version of page 44 
of the report to correct this error. I advise that I have authorised the necessary corrections to be attached to the 
tabled paper as an erratum, and a replacement report. 

[See paper 1120.] 

2021 INSPECTION OF THE INTENSIVE SUPPORT UNIT AT BANKSIA HILL DETENTION CENTRE 
Correction — Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mrs M.H. Roberts) [3.12 pm]: I have received a letter dated 22 April 2022 from the Inspector of 
Custodial Services requesting that an updated version of inspection report 141, 2021 Inspection of the intensive 
support unit at Banksia Hill Detention Centre, deemed tabled on 19 April 2022, be tabled in the house. The original 
version contained an error in a graph on page 2 of the report, which has been corrected in the subsequent version. 
I authorise the updated version of the report be attached to the original tabled report. 
[See paper 1121.] 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT AMENDMENT BILL 2022 
Notice of Motion to Introduce 

Notice of motion given by Ms R. Saffioti (Minister for Planning). 

All Stages — Standing Orders Suspension — Notice of Motion 
Mr D.A. Templeman (Leader of the House) gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would move — 

That so much of the standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the Planning and Development 
Amendment Bill 2022 to proceed through all remaining stages without delay between the stages. 

McGOWAN GOVERNMENT — PERFORMANCE 
Notice of Motion 

Dr D.J. Honey (Leader of the Liberal Party) on behalf of Ms M.J. Davies (Leader of the Opposition) gave notice 
that at the next sitting of the house she would move — 

That this house condemns the McGowan Labor government’s failure to deliver essential services and 
infrastructure while accumulating a massive budget surplus. 

MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — PERFORMANCE 
MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT — PERFORMANCE 

Removal of Notice — Statement by Speaker 
THE SPEAKER (Mrs M.H. Roberts) [3.14 pm]: I advise members that private members’ business notices of 
motion 1 and 2, notice of which were given on 25 May 2021 and renewed for a further 30 sitting days on 
19 October 2021, will be removed and will not appear on the next notice paper. 



 [ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 10 May 2022] 1939 

 

SENATE VACANCY 
Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mrs M.H. Roberts) [3.14 pm]: I have to report a communication from His Excellency the 
Governor Hon Kim Beazley, AC, in the following terms — 

The Governor transmits to the Legislative Assembly a copy of a despatch which he has received today 
from the Honourable the President of the Senate of the Commonwealth of Australia, notifying that a vacancy 
has happened in the representation of the State of Western Australia in the said Senate. 
Government House 
Perth, 19 April 2022 

The dispatch from the President of the Senate reads as follows — 
Your Excellency, 
Pursuant to the provisions of section 21 of the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution, I notify 
Your Excellency there is a vacancy in the representation of the State of Western Australia following the 
resignation of Senator Ben Small on Friday, 15 April 2022. 
In announcing his resignation, Senator Small indicated that there were questions as to his previous eligibility 
to sit as a Senator, which may need to be referred to the Court of Disputed Returns. However, those questions 
do not go to the manner of filling the current vacancy. This is a casual vacancy to which section 15 of the 
Constitution applies. 
For clarity, I indicate that the term of the vacant position expires at the end of 30 June 2022. 
Yours sincerely, 
Slade Brockman 

JOINT SITTING 
Motion 

On motion without notice by Mr M. McGowan (Premier), resolved — 
That Madam Speaker be requested to confer with the President of the Legislative Council, in order to fix 
a day and place whereon and whereat the Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council, sitting and 
voting together, shall choose a person to hold the place of the Senator whose place has become vacant. 

McGOWAN GOVERNMENT — HEALTH PERFORMANCE 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mrs M.H. Roberts) informed the Assembly that she was in receipt within the prescribed time 
of a letter from the member for Vasse seeking to debate a matter of public interest. 
[In compliance with standing orders, at least five members rose in their places.] 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I would like the house to come to order so that I can give the member for Vasse the call. 
MS L. METTAM (Vasse — Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party) [3.17 pm]: I would like to take the opportunity 
to thank the members of the government side for supporting this worthy motion in the interests of the health of 
this state and also in support of our valuable health workers who are continually being asked to do more with less. 
That is certainly something that we have seen over the last five years of neglect that we have witnessed under the 
McGowan government. It has been five years — 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member, you need to move that motion. 
Ms L. METTAM: I move — 

That this house condemns the McGowan government for five years of cutting corners on our health 
system, leading to a health crisis. 

As I was saying, it has been five years since the McGowan government was elected, five years since the Labor Party 
told Western Australians that it was, and I quote, committed “to drive change and fresh thinking into hospitals”. 
That was a statement of 15 February 2017. It has been five years since we were told this government was committed 
to delivering three medihotels for the state—an election policy that would free up expensive high-care hospital 
beds so that more patients could be treated. It sounds familiar, but that was five years ago. It has been five years since 
the McGowan government committed to policies that would help ease pressure on the hospital system. If they had 
actually been delivered, those policies would have supported our health workers, and we may have avoided the 
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crisis in the health system that the state finds itself in. For five years, this government has cut corners in the health 
system, wheeling out big promises and failing to deliver on those promises, and we are now seeing a calamitous 
but predictable situation right across our hospital system. This situation hit a new low yesterday, when one in 
four ambulances in our city were ramped outside hospitals because there was not enough capacity in the system, 
and not enough support for our health workers, who are continually being asked to do more with less under this 
government. Patients are waiting hours to be seen in emergency departments and in ambulances with the support 
of paramedics. The system has been run down to a point at which the ambulance service issued an unprecedented 
warning to Western Australians to expect delays when they call that vital 000 number, due to extremely high demand. 
The service took the proactive step of alerting the public because it knew it was under extraordinary pressure, with 
one in four ambulances ramped outside metropolitan hospitals. 
What an absolute disgrace, and an appalling new low that will forever be part of the McGowan government’s 
record of poor performance and lack of support to the hospital system. Despite sitting on a record surplus, predicted 
to be between $6 billion and $8 billion this year, and over $5.8 billion last year, this government has continued to 
cut corners on health, and has successfully managed to reach a point at which Western Australians are being told 
that if they call 000, ambulances may not actually get there in time. Responsibility for this falls on the McGowan 
government, because, as we know, ambulance ramping results from a failure to move vulnerable patients through 
the hospital system, because our health workers need additional support. The government last week announced 
$250 million for emergency department reform, including a task force to oversee reform. I am not sure that we need 
another task force to tell us what is blatantly obvious. Pointing to those promises in 2017 about reforming the 
health system and addressing ambulance ramping, and the failures we have seen with cost-cutting in health, it is 
extraordinary that this announcement was made with no targets, no time frame and no promises to address the 
dangerous levels of ramping we are seeing under this government. 
The system is at capacity because there are not enough beds. More than 100 code yellows were called in 2020–21 
due to a bed shortage. Is it any wonder when this government spends its first two years winding back the number 
of beds in the hospital system? According to the Australian Medical Association public report card of 2022, WA has 
the lowest ratio of public hospital beds to population in the country. The president of the AMA stated that WA started 
the pandemic with the lowest number of public hospital beds and intensive care unit beds per head of population 
in Australia, and little, if anything, was done in 2020–21 to increase capacity, while beds that had previously been 
closed are only now starting to be reopened. In fact, in the middle of the pandemic, the number of ICU beds in 
WA went backwards. A report of the Australia and New Zealand Intensive Care Society stated that WA had the 
lowest number of ICU beds, per capita, in Australia, with six beds per 100 000 population. The national average is 
8.5 per 100 000. The report also revealed that the number of ICU beds dropped from 179 to 159 over that period. It 
is quite extraordinary, and has been raised in this place before—namely, that in the middle of the pandemic, when we 
were told that restrictions were put in place to prepare our hospital system, this government had actually sat on its 
hands until the second half of last year, when it realised it would inevitably have to open these beds—and then we 
saw it scrambling to catch up. It has in the eleventh hour committed to effectively reopening the beds, but the complete 
number will not be on line until October this year, well past the winter break and the current COVID peak. 
In the meantime, the flow-on effect on other services, and the impact on patients and health workers, has been 
continually increasing, and our health workers are being asked to do more with less. They have to do an incredible 
job under the most difficult circumstances, and in some cases it has been absolutely tragic, and nowhere is this 
more evident than with ambulance ramping. Yesterday’s dire warning was absolutely inevitable. Last year, when 
there was little COVID in the community, we saw 52 000 hours of ambulance ramping—double that of the year 
before, and five times the rate when this government came to office. There were 9 819 hours of ambulance ramping 
in 2017. We have heard all the excuses, but the reality is that the number of hours of ambulance ramping parked 
outside our emergency departments with paramedics supporting patients has been escalating since this government 
came to office before COVID, and significantly since 2018. This issue affects regional health services as well. In 
March 2017, there was just over 640 hours of ramping, with six hours in country hospitals. The latest figures, from 
April 2022—five years on—are 5 100 hours with 107 hours in country areas. 
The Minister for Health hit the hustings last week with the Treasurer on a public relations blitz to provide some answers 
to this. As I said, the government proposed a task force, committing $250 million to improve Western Australian 
emergency care, but, as confirmed today, no time frame has been indicated for when these measures will actually 
hit the ground to support those valuable health workers who have always been doing more with less. The minister 
stated at her press conference on Monday last week that no great improvement is expected in the coming months; 
the government is not looking for a quick fix. After five years, it will not be a quick fix, but we expect at least some 
indication that, given that Western Australians have overwhelmingly stepped up and supported the restrictions, 
particularly small businesses, and the vaccination rollout, the McGowan government would come good on its promise 
to ensure our hospital system was battle ready for COVID, and to support our health workers to ensure that they 
were not being continually asked to do more with less. I can only imagine how those patients and health workers 
felt when the minister said that the government was not looking for a quick fix and provided no indication. It said, 
“Don’t worry, the budget also includes $30 million for 18 additional paid paramedics and six additional ambulances 
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in regional Western Australia delivering on an election commitment.” However, do not expect a quick turnaround 
on that either. The Minister for Health said the government is rolling out a $20 million commitment that it announced 
two years ago for paramedics, and this one will be rolled out over the next two to three years. It is all spin with no 
time frames and certainly no urgency. It is five years of cutting corners and spinning about the investment in our 
health system. We do not need to look far to see the failures and the corners that have been cut in what the government 
promised, from a government that is big on spin and short on action. 
Medihotels were going to be an answer to the beds issue. Fresh from the election, former health minister Roger 
Cook issued a media statement on 25 May 2017 that stated — 

• McGowan Government moves on election promise to build WA’s first Medihotel at Murdoch Health 
and Knowledge Precinct 

… 
“They will deliver a better experience for recuperating patients and to free up hospital beds so more 
patients can be treated. 

In 2017, the facility was expected to be opened next door to Fiona Stanley Hospital by 2021. I quote the minister 
at the time — 

Medihotels will help reduce waiting times in emergency departments, and waiting lists for elective 
surgery, by ensuring patients who are not ready to be discharged—but no longer need that high level of 
care—can recover in comfort, with family and loved ones close by in a convenient location. 

The time frame for delivery was, first, 2021 and the next guess was 2022. We now hear that the medihotel may be 
delivered by 2023, according to the latest media statement of August 2020. The medihotel was to deliver up to 60 
beds and operate on a 24-hour, seven-day-a-week basis. The medihotel, which will now be operated by the Aegis 
Aged Care Group, will deliver up to 80 beds, and operate 24 hours, seven days a week, and is expected to divert 
4 500 patients. Multiple media statements were made, but there is still no medihotel five years later. 
In June 2017, the government excitedly announced that it had co-signed a statement of intent to deliver on the 
Joondalup hospital expansion and medihotel. The plan was to see the state government honour its $167 million 
election commitment to provide 90 additional public inpatient beds, on top of the existing 467, and between 25 and 
30 mental health beds. The medihotel was also to be built to free up more hospital beds and improve patient flow. 
The expansion was to include eight new operating theatres, up from 12, and a six-bed stroke unit. The Premier told 
us at the time that Western Australians could count on this state government to properly manage our hospitals and 
create a health system in which patients were the priority, providing health care where and when people needed it. 
However, we have seen something quite different. The eight operating theatres that were promised have dwindled 
to one and the medihotel was all talk. It is a common theme of this government; it is all spin and very short on delivery. 
After five years, the eight operating theatres promised are now one and, according to the former Minister for Health 
in last year’s estimates hearings, the medihotel is now a vision. I quote the former Minister for Health — 

It is true that we adjusted the scope and size of the development. In relation to the medihotel, it remains 
part of the vision for the hospital … 

When questioned further, the health minister at the time said that the scope of the current works did not include 
the medihotel, but that the medihotel would be developed as part of the ongoing redevelopment of the hospital. It 
was an election promise, but it is now just a vision. The original $160 million election promise was reduced to 
$96 million. What the government achieved in five years is basically a car park. 
The third medihotel promised was at Royal Perth Hospital. It is the only one that this government has managed to 
deliver. That is probably because it is made up of just four beds—just four beds in five years. That was a key 
election promise in 2021, the premise of which was to relieve pressure on our hospitals and attempt to mitigate the 
situation that we now find ourselves in. Bed block is creating a flow-on effect into other services, including St John 
Ambulance, and having a major impact on patient care and the overall efficiency of the health system. The past 
five years of the Labor government have been defined by a common theme in the health portfolio, and that has 
been spin. The government made plenty of shiny promises before it was elected, and has made plenty more in 
government, but the reality is that it has failed WA health workers and the patients of WA.  
Yesterday’s unprecedented call from St John Ambulance reflects that our hospital system was already at capacity 
going into COVID-19, and that is completely inexcusable. Despite the state’s riches, this government has refused to 
invest in the one thing that everyone in the state will need at one point or another in their lives, and that is a first-class 
health system. That is something that WA patients deserve and it is certainly something that WA health workers 
deserve. The government has cut corners to make the books look good while sitting on a record surplus. Yesterday’s 
unprecedented warning by St John Ambulance in Western Australia is a consequence of five years of failing the 
health system in Western Australia, and the health service and health workers as well. In a state as prosperous 
as ours, we should not be telling people to avoid calling 000. We should not have patients waiting in ambulances 
for thousands and thousands of hours each month to be admitted to emergency departments. We should expect 
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a world-class health system. As I have stated, our health workers are doing more with less. Our small businesses have 
obediently supported the restrictions that this government has put in place. As a whole, Western Australians have 
overwhelmingly stepped up and supported the vaccination rollout program. However, this government has failed on 
its promise to ensure that our hospital system was battle ready for COVID. Six COVID patients were in ICU yesterday 
and eight are in ICU today. The health system is under extraordinary pressure and that is simply inexcusable. 
MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [3.38 pm]: I also support this excellent motion by the member for Vasse that this house 
condemns the McGowan government for five years of cutting corners on our health system, leading to a health 
crisis. When I first came to this house, the thing that struck me was the constant attack every day from the Premier 
and the then Treasurer that we had left them $40 billion in debt. That was obviously a theme that the Labor Party 
and the government decided to run for a good couple of years. When I look back at the number of hospitals that 
were built by the previous Liberal–National government, I am very impressed. The Perth Children’s Hospital and 
Fiona Stanley Hospital were both built for a reasonable price at the time and they both delivered. When I look at 
it now, I see that this government has not added any beds at all. I very much support what the member for Vasse said 
about some of the failures of this system. It is very interesting that every time the member for Vasse asks a question 
of the Minister for Health, it is framed as an attack on the staff and the people who work in the health service. As 
an opposition, we recognise the value of our health service; we recognise the great role that health service workers 
have played over the last few years. I know that is some form of defence, minister, but this government has not 
delivered the number of beds, especially considering the surpluses that we have seen in the last couple of budgets 
and I am sure we will see in the budget this Thursday. This government has dropped the ball.  
For regional health, the previous government delivered hospitals with the royalties for regions program in the likes 
of Karratha, Kalgoorlie, Albany, Narrogin and Katanning—and the list goes on. The responses of the Minister for 
Health are quite disingenuous. I would like to highlight a couple—firstly, Geraldton Health Campus. I still remember 
that back in 2017, Geraldton hospital was going to be great. The Labor government said it was going to do such good 
things. They said, “This is what we’re going to deliver!” Here we are, five years later, and all we have is a car park 
and a new facade. After five years, the car park was completed in June last year and there is no sign of stage 2 starting 
any time soon. The Minister for Health has flown up there, we have maps and the member for Geraldton has 
made promises about the long-awaited upgrades, but this project has gone from a 2022 completion date to a 2023 
completion date, and now to a 2024 completion date. I can see that it is probably going to be delivered sometime 
after 2025. I am concerned that the Minister for Health is not delivering. 
This is happening at not only Geraldton hospital but also Mullewa Hospital. The member for Moore is sorry that 
he cannot be here today because he has written to the Premier about Mullewa Hospital, which is another one that 
was promised. The previous government had plans for Mullewa Hospital back in 2015–16, and, once again, similar 
to Geraldton, they have not been delivered. Another one is the Margaret River Hospital. I know the member for 
Vasse has been doing a lot of work on this. The Margaret River Hospital has been identified by the WA Country 
Health Service as a priority for expansion. We have not even seen any allocation from this government. I look 
forward to seeing something in the budget for it. Plantagenet Hospital is another. Regional health services are 
struggling to find staff. St John’s volunteers are having to do transfers to Albany. In Mt Barker, only one person 
is qualified to take X-rays. We have some real issues in the regional health system. When the Minister for Health gets 
asked a genuine question about regional health, I would appreciate it if she could give a genuine answer rather than 
trying to turn it into some sort of attack on the health workers who are doing fantastic jobs. 
DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe — Leader of the Liberal Party) [3.44 pm]: I also rise to support this excellent 
motion by the shadow Minister for Health. When the budget came down last year, the government was touting 
a $1.9 billion boost in spending for health and mental health, and it went through the detail of that. At the time, I said 
that I had done an analysis across the time of this government and I pointed out that this government had boasted 
about cutting health expenditure in its first term of government. This government boasted that it had cut expenditure. 
The Minister for Health actually came into this chamber and boasted that the government, unlike the Liberals who 
had increased spending in health, had it under control and had cut expenditure in health. At the time, I pointed out 
that if we looked across the forward estimates and from the baseline of when the government took office, $1.9 billion 
of expenditure would not be enough to even catch up with the projected cost increases of around four per cent 
per annum and that, in fact, the government would be $1.5 billion short in its funding for the health system. The 
government was not even catching up to where it should have been. What did we see subsequently after we made 
that criticism? In the midyear budget review, another $1.28 billion was announced, and then a further $252 million 
was announced targeting care, which adds up to $1.5 billion. There was no increase; the government was simply 
catching up on its failure to invest adequately in the health system.  
The government loves glossy announcements. I also note that it now has the COVID excuse, but, of course, excessive 
ramping in hospital hours has been increasing steadily before COVID hit this state. Before February 2020, the 
government was already at three times what the Labor side of politics had previously described as a crisis. There 
has been no change in the trajectory of that line. The government can try to blame COVID all it likes, but the simple 
fact is that the writing was on the wall back at the start of 2020 that this government was failing to provide adequate 
health services for the people of Western Australia. 
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Every time the member for Vasse and others raise questions, they are said to be attacking staff. Let me make it 
very clear: on this side, we have the utmost admiration for staff in the health system. A good number of my family 
members work in the health system and they are having to cope with the lack of investment in the health system 
by this government. All health workers in the system have my absolute support and admiration, but government 
members clearly do not care. A system that the government touted as being important was the Your Voice in Health 
survey. We heard that that survey would result in a dramatic improvement. Members opposite say that they care 
about health workers and that they listen to them, but what did they do? The Labor government suspended the survey 
in March.  
Why did the government suspend it? It was because government members did not like the answers that they were 
getting. They did not want to hear it. They want to come here and verbal us, have glossy press conferences and 
announce funding that is simply catching up as new funding, but they do not want to hear from health workers. The 
leaked results from 2021 show that just 19 per cent of the 227 staff at Albany Health Campus who took the survey 
agreed that the organisation was making the necessary improvements to meet future challenges, and only one-quarter 
of the staff said they believed their organisation cared about the staff’s health and wellbeing. Of course, similar 
results came out of other areas. 
MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Minister for Health) [3.48 pm]: I rise to make a contribution to this incredibly 
poorly written motion because it is fundamentally wrong in its assertion that somehow the government has cut 
corners, to quote. It is fundamentally wrong and actually dishonest to say that this government has cut funding. There 
have been no funding cuts under this government, and I challenge any individual who makes that claim, inside this 
place or outside, to show the evidence that there have been funding cuts to the health system over the last five years. 
Show me the evidence. The health budget has increased by 22 per cent in the last two years. It increased steadily 
in the first term of the McGowan government. At no point under this government has the health budget gone 
backwards. I challenge any individual, whether they make that claim in this place under parliamentary privilege 
or outside in the media, to show the evidence to back up that claim. Show us the evidence.  
I want to step back and reflect on the context of this motion, which was moved by an opposition that did not even 
have enough members present to support it. It needed only five members in this chamber to support the motion. 
What an absolute and utter humiliation for members of the Liberal Party and the Nationals WA that they came to 
the Labor government to request that our members—government members—support their motion! Let us just reflect 
on that. Not only is it a humiliation for the Liberal and National Parties, but it is also a reflection of their standing 
in the community. The number of members that they have here is a direct reflection of the number of people in the 
community who voted for and support them. Frankly, the number of people who are listening to those members is 
probably directly reflected by the number of members in this chamber now. It is quite extraordinary that members 
opposite shamelessly continue to prosecute things that are not true, things that are scaring people and things that 
are totally dishonest, and then suffer the enormous humiliation of not even having enough numbers in this place 
to move a motion. It is frankly pathetic. It is shocking. 
The community deserves and wants a system that is working for it. That is what is happening. That is what we 
have in Western Australia. We have a world-class health system. The member for Vasse claims that all that the 
healthcare workers want is a world-class health system. I say to the member for Vasse that we have a world-class 
health system. Western Australia has a world-class health system and world-class health workers. Like the member 
for Cottesloe, I, too, have many family members who work in the health system. People will get world-class health 
care when they enter Western Australia’s public health system. 
This government has a commitment to public health services. That is demonstrated by the significant investment 
that we have made not only in infrastructure, but also in ongoing recurrent funding to uplift staffing. That is our 
clear commitment. We know that the Liberal–National government did not support the public health system. 
We know that it privatises when it is in government. It sells off the public health system, it sells off services 
and it sells off healthcare workers and their jobs. With the Midland Health Campus, it sold off the rights of women 
and their ability to access family planning. That is what it did and that is what it thinks of public health. I agree 
with the Premier’s comments. I hope the opposition is a very long way from government. I would be frightened 
to have the member for Vasse as the Minister for Health and Hon Nick Goiran as the Attorney General because 
he will work every day to undermine the rights of Western Australians, particularly for women and access to public 
health services. 
The member for Vasse framed this as a so-called emergency department package. It is actually called that; it is called 
the emergency department package. I will run through some of these initiatives. There is clearly a misunderstanding. 
I will help clarify the situation for the opposition. It seems to think that $250 million is the only funding that is 
going into the health system. This $250 million will specifically address emergency department issues, including 
access. It is entirely separate from the ongoing funding for the multitude of services in our system. This $250 million 
is broken down into a number of initiatives, which reflect the complexity of these issues. I wish it were as simple 
as throwing buckets of money at an issue. We are in a global race for healthcare workers. We are in a global race 
for mental health workers. The money is there for staff across all those systems, and we are working to employ 
those staff, but there is a global shortage. We are in a global pandemic. 
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This package also includes $18 million for real-time data capability, which is about understanding what is happening 
across the system at any one time in a centralised fashion. It will also work towards a state health operations 
command centre, which will centralise regional and metropolitan hospitals so we have a single point of truth and 
we can move people around the system where there are pressure points and understand what we need to do to mitigate 
those pressures at any one time. We have committed $55.8 million for registered nurses in 15 emergency departments 
and waiting rooms. A highly qualified nurse will be located in an emergency department 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. There was some confusion from the opposition about its position on this. Although the member for Vasse 
welcomed the nurses, acknowledging that they were a recommendation from the inquiries into the circumstances 
surrounding Aishwarya Aswath’s death, she welcomed them with some reservations. The member for Cottesloe 
criticised the policy in an extensive Facebook rant, which I will get to later. The opposition does not know what 
it is doing. 
The government has also committed $74 million to support, importantly, aged-care and National Disability Insurance 
Scheme clients. This is commonwealth bread and butter, but the commonwealth is dropping the ball. Every single 
member of Parliament in this chamber would be dealing with constituents who have plans—constituents who are 
bogged down in the NDIS quicksand, who have plans that have been slashed without proper reviews or cut back 
with no notice, and families with children who have long-term disability who are told that they have to have an annual 
review. That is deeply offensive to those families. It is not in the spirit of what was intended for the NDIS. Reasonable 
supports are getting whittled away by the system. Not only that, but the rampant commercialisation of the system 
by the commonwealth is basically leaving people in limbo. They say, “Your package isn’t enough and the pricing 
is too low.” They pick and choose because they cannot afford to support everyone because the pricing is too low. 
Clients are left in state hospitals. I have heard stories of providers calling Royal Perth Hospital threatening to drop 
all their clients in Royal Perth Hospital in one go. “Come along with 50 clients and put them in Royal Perth Hospital.” 
That is where the sector is under the commonwealth. That would be devastating for the state system—we cannot 
cope with that—and utterly devastating for those clients and their families. The commonwealth has utterly dropped 
the ball. I visit hospitals regularly. When Parliament is not sitting, I am out there visiting hospitals. In a mental health 
ward or a general medical ward, staff spend their time with at least one person who is fighting with the NDIS, battling, 
back and forth, with paperwork and dealing with complex issues. They are taking up time in our system battling 
this commonwealth agency. That is putting a major strain on the system. We are stepping in. We are paying for the 
packages, we have worked with the disability providers and we are purchasing those transition packages while the 
NDIS sorts out those packages for those patients. 

The other area is aged care. Western Australia has the lowest ratio of aged-care places anywhere in the country. 
We also have very few aged-care places in the regions. The state government does not have aged-care providers 
in regional Western Australia because the pricing from the commonwealth does not acknowledge the extra costs 
of providing regional and remote aged care in the largest health jurisdiction in the world. I credit the aged-care 
providers for working cooperatively with the state government and with each other. Hats off to the big six providers 
in Western Australia. They have worked really well together and they have worked well with us—better than we 
have seen in the eastern states. They have provided places for us. The state government is funding them and we 
will be working with each family and individual. We are essentially case managing patients. We are putting together 
a case management around each of those patients. That is the complexity of the issues that the opposition calls bed 
block. They are actual individuals who need better support outside of hospitals. 
The other important part of this package is $55.2 million for telehealth services, providing patient care outside 
emergency departments. It is all very well having diversionary programs, which we do, like the virtual emergency 
medicine program, a program similar to one run by Royal Perth Hospital, but we need somewhere to divert them. 
At the moment aged care is lacking. We want to provide telehealth services for those lower acuity patients who may 
be able to avoid an emergency department admission and also, critically, continue to use telehealth for mental health 
support for children and families in regional Western Australia. That is another area in which the commonwealth 
has just dropped the ball. It has blown a $20 million hole in the state budget by cutting emergency telehealth for 
mental health in country areas. Where is the member for Roe’s criticism of that? The commonwealth has just blown 
a $20 million hole in funding for a service for his constituents. I made representations to Minister Hunt and to his 
junior minister, but they had no sympathy—no, they were not doing that at all—so the government is stepping in 
and it is funding that critical service for those families. The arguments we hear from the opposition are so one-sided. 
We are doing our bit; I take responsibility for our bit of this system—for the state part of the system—but it is a whole 
system. It is a health ecosystem that requires primary care to do the heavy lifting, as well as acute and emergency 
care, which is the wheelhouse of the state. 
They are incredibly important packages that should not be belittled. For the member for Vasse to say that somehow 
it was written on a press release is, again, deeply offensive. The member jumps the gun every time, trying to get 
the grab and make the news, and ends up putting her foot in her mouth, frankly. She regularly puts her foot in her 
mouth, particularly with healthcare workers, even some who live in her electorate. A great example is when we 
erected marquees as part of our emergency department screening for COVID and rapid antigen tests, and it was 
mocked by the member for Vasse and mercilessly mocked by the member for Cottesloe. Using those marquees 
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was an idea that came from senior emergency department physicians. The idea came from clinicians on the ground 
and those members mocked them. That is the kind of disdain and regard Liberal members have for people who 
work on the ground. 
The emergency department package has been developed in conjunction with emergency department clinicians and 
administrators. There is a unit in the Department of Health that has been working to put together this package and 
it has consulted with them. These are their ideas. These are the things that they have come up with. They have said, 
“This is what we think will help.” I want to give an example of how it is supported by people who are actually on the 
ground and do the work. Dr Peter Allely from The Australasian College for Emergency Medicine regularly talks 
about what is happening with our emergency departments. He said on ABC radio — 

So, the State Government looks after hospitals and the Federal Government looks after the community. 
And if one aspect of that fails, the impact is felt in emergency departments. So it’s a hugely complicated 
thing … we need to work together to try and fix it. 

He added — 
… we need primary care, we need community care just all to get together to try and fix this problem. 

He is absolutely right. His comments directly on the package were that it is welcomed and that it acknowledges 
the complexity of the problem. I think the only people who criticised the package were the member for Vasse and 
the Australian Medical Association, who clearly have not read it properly. It is not piecemeal and it is not short 
term. If they actually looked at the package, they would see that it is comprehensive and it is long-term, systemic 
change. Everyone else welcomed and supported the package and saw it for what it is. 
There is also a total reluctance by the opposition to acknowledge what is happening today. At any point, members 
opposite might stand up and criticise the health system. We are in a global pandemic. We are in our first wave of 
COVID. I think members opposite forget how terrible it has been across other states. We saw parts of the community 
crumble and fall apart in New South Wales and Victoria. There were deaths. People could not get an ambulance. 
People died waiting for ambulances. Ambulances were not just delayed; there were no ambulances. My sister was 
in New South Wales during the peak. She had COVID and was at home. She desperately tried to call the helpline. 
She waited for two hours but she got nothing, not even remote care. We have people being looked after at home 
by COVID care at home. At any time, several hundred people are being cared for. A whole range of things are in 
place to make sure we are, as the member described it, battle ready. We are in the battle. We are winning the battle. 
The battle is hard, and it is tough, and our healthcare workers are tired, but we are winning that battle—ambulances 
are arriving and they are getting people to emergency departments. It is slow when people get there, and I will explain 
why it is slow. Across the system, 2 000 staff are furloughed at any one time. That is an enormous number of 
clinical staff to be furloughed across our hospital system, but there is no acknowledgement of that. Not only are those 
staff furloughed; their co-workers and colleagues are having to step in and do extra work, extra shifts and overtime. 
They are working really hard. They also have extra duties and workload, with infection control, donning and doffing 
PPE, rapid antigen testing, sometimes dealing with uncooperative people, doing temperature checks and screening, 
and making sure that patients with respiratory illness as separated from other patients.  
I visited a hospital during visiting hours. I have to say that the staff at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital were incredible. 
They did not know who I was when I walked in. I was wearing a mask and a hat. There was no special treatment. 
It was not because the minister was visiting. They were superb. They were screening people. They were kind and 
patient with elderly people. They let people sit down. I have to say credit to them. It is really challenging when they 
open up for visiting hours and there is a queue of literally hundreds of people going around the corner, who are trying 
to visit their loved one in a really short window, and they have to get them through quickly. I give them credit. We 
have higher numbers of furloughed staff and that is ultimately slowing down everything. 
Obviously, we are in a global race for recruitment. We are doing everything we can to recruit locally and to encourage 
people to come back from retirement. We have also been filling roles in vaccination and testing clinics. We have 
had the biggest vaccination program in the history of the state. We have administered millions of vaccinations to 
people across the state, including in some of our most remote regional areas. Those staff who are vaccinating 
vulnerable members of the community often work in hospitals in clinical areas. We have recruited significantly 
since the pandemic began, and our healthcare workforce has increased by 4 700 full-time equivalents in two years. 
That is huge. That is a 15 per cent increase, including 512 medical FTE. We are recruiting graduates—registered 
nurses, enrolled nurses and midwives—but we need to grow our own. We need a plan for that, but we need to import 
people, too. It currently takes 12 to 18 months to immigrate to Australia. We are in a global competition. The race is 
on—it is a race, Prime Minister Scott Morrison! This is a race and we are in a global competition. We will continue 
to lose in that competition if we do not do something to fast-track immigration for our most required healthcare 
workers. Currently, the National Health Service is working through a program with a fast-track process, a guaranteed 
contract and citizenship at the end of that contract. People can get on that program in a matter of weeks. It takes 
12 to 18 months for a qualified doctor or a qualified healthcare worker to get through the Canberra immigration 
process. We are not in a place to complete. Those are things the commonwealth needs to do instead of pitting the 
states against each other, back and forth. 
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To say that we have somehow cut corners is just wrong. It is more dishonesty from the opposition. I will say 
that the emergency department package was welcomed by St John Ambulance and the Australasian College for 
Emergency Medicine. Frankly, more people listen to those organisations than to the three members on the other 
side of the chamber, who could not even get the numbers to move a motion. Those organisations have credibility 
in this space. The members opposite have no credibility in this space. 
I want to run through some of the infrastructure, particularly regional infrastructure, which is obviously so important 
to the member for Roe, to highlight that we have government processes to go through. We are not about to fritter 
and waste hundreds of millions of dollars, which we know the Liberal–National government did when it was in 
government. It frittered away $118 million on an ICT program at Fiona Stanley Hospital that did not work. There 
was no business case for the $3 billion contract, just lots of dinners with Serco; that was enough. Joe Francis and 
Mike Nahan were wined and dined as backbenchers. Dinners with Serco is all it took for them to land that contract. 
We have a $3.4 billion capital works program. That is a record investment in our health infrastructure. Investment 
is important, but people,  the workforce, are the lifeblood of the health system, and that is why we are investing in 
them as well. That investment includes redevelopment and works in progress, not just those in the forward estimates. 
We have secured the extended care unit at Bentley Health Service. We have invested in the Carnarvon aged-care 
palliative care facility, the Murdoch child and adolescent mental health service and in the Bunbury Hospital 
redevelopment and the Collie Hospital upgrade. We have invested in Fremantle mental health beds—a culturally 
appropriate facility—the Geraldton Health Campus redevelopment and the Joondalup Health Campus stage 2 
development. That will be a game changer in the northern suburbs. We have provided 102 mental health beds. 
Members opposite are not interested at all. We have a significant number of beds coming online. They will be literally 
a game changer in the northern suburbs. Excellent quality care is provided by Joondalup Health Campus. We have 
funded an MRI at Kalgoorlie Health Campus and mental health emergency centres at Meekatharra Hospital, 
Armadale and Rockingham. We funded the Royal Perth Hospital’s innovation hub and opened 26 new intensive 
care beds at Royal Perth Hospital’s intensive care unit just in time. I recently went to the new 12 secure-bed unit 
mental health observation area at Royal Perth Hospital, which will take pressure off Royal Perth Hospital. 
This is an extensive list. I will run through it quickly because I want to make sure that the member for Roe understands 
the investment that is happening in the regions before I hand over to the member for Mount Lawley, who I know 
is keen to make a contribution. King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women is getting critical infrastructure 
upgrades while we build the $1.8 billion facility. Laverton and Newman Hospitals will receive funding and the 
PathWest State Mortuary will be upgraded. Peel Health Campus is being redeveloped. That is a huge commitment, 
and the work was brought in-house. Let us just pause on that. It was privatised by a former Liberal government. 
Perth Children’s Hospital will be upgraded, and funding will be provided for the reconfiguration of its spinal cord 
injury unit. The WA Country Health Service command centre will be expanded. Urgent health works include the 
women and newborn services and the St John of God Murdoch Hospital medi-hotel, which will provide a range of 
services. This is record investment by this government. We know the opposition’s record on health. It is privatising 
and cutting. We know that is what the opposition would deliver in health. 
MR S.A. MILLMAN (Mount Lawley — Parliamentary Secretary) [4.13 pm]: In her contribution, the member 
for Vasse criticised the work of the state government at Joondalup Health Campus and said it was all spin. That is 
fundamentally wrong and flawed and it should be retracted and she should apologise. Since this government was 
elected, it has invested in a mental health unit, a stroke unit, a behavioural assessment unit and provided palliative 
care beds at Joondalup Health Campus. Seventy-two per cent of the employees at Joondalup Health Campus live 
and work locally.  
In March 2020, Joondalup Health Campus was responsible for treating COVID-positive patients from the 
Artania cruise ship. On 30 March, Joondalup Health Campus in Perth’s northern suburbs was called on to accept 
30 COVID-positive patients from the beleaguered cruise ship the Artania, which was alongside at Fremantle port. 
At that point, the hospital’s COVID-19 clinic had been operational for five days. It had three COVID-19-positive 
inpatients, at least one of whom was from another cruise ship. A raft of strategies had been put in place to prepare 
for the pandemic. It is outrageous that the member for Vasse can come in here and make those criticisms of this health 
campus, which has served the northern suburbs of Perth so well, but particularly since the significant investments 
that have been made by the McGowan Labor government. 
This opposition will come in here and tell us that when the former government was kicked out of office in 2017, 
it left to us a rolled-gold health system. Nothing could be further from the truth. The member for Roe talked about 
the hospitals that were built during his time in office. No commissioning of a hospital has been worse than that of 
Fiona Stanley Hospital. After that hospital was opened, it was an absolute disgrace. The way the government of 
the day handled bringing that hospital online was an indictment on its ability to run a health system. 
Ms S.E. Winton: Don’t forget the children’s hospital. 
Mr S.A. MILLMAN: I will not forget Perth Children’s Hospital, member for Wanneroo, because I sat on the 
Public Accounts Committee with the honourable Dean Nalder, the former Minister for Finance, as we roundly 
condemned the handling of that contract by the former government. Mike Nahan and Dean Nalder had a stand-up 
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blue as a result of the fact that the former member for Bateman refused to accept his responsibility. He was part of 
the unanimous report that fundamentally condemned the handling of the Perth Children’s Hospital contract. The 
commissioning of Fiona Stanley Hospital was an absolute disgrace. 
The member for Roe said that Perth Children’s Hospital was built by a Liberal–National government and opened 
when it was in office. Nothing could be further from the truth. When we came to government in March 2017, that 
hospital had lead in the water and asbestos in the ceiling. Never let the opposition trick you into thinking they left 
us with a rolled-gold health system. Nothing could be further from the truth. Members of the opposition have the 
temerity and audacity to criticise us for wanting to listen to health workers. The opposition does nothing but 
criticise the United Workers Union and the Health Services Union. Opposition members cannot wait to stick the 
boot into those union members and workers who tirelessly work day after day providing a world-class health 
system for Western Australia. Do members opposite know what we did when we were elected in 2017 to make sure 
that we heard the voice of health workers? We instituted the Your Voice in Health Survey. We put that in place. 
It was our initiative. This year, in the midst of a global pandemic, we have temporarily suspended that survey, but 
at least we put it in place in the first place, unlike the opposition. Opposition members do not care. They do not 
listen to the unions or the workers. It is an absolute disgrace for members opposite to suggest that they care about 
what is going on. 
Meanwhile, the Nationals right here have never seen a dollar that they did not want to spend. Health spending 
under the previous government was out of control. Let me give members a quote from 2018 — 

Spending on health in WA has more than doubled in the past 10 years yet outcomes in population health 
and … care have not improved … 

Dollar after dollar went down the drain. All the National Party wants to do is throw more money at it, but at what 
cost? The state budget was in a parlous position when we were elected. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Ms M.M. Quirk) casting her vote with the noes, with the 
following result — 

Ayes (3) 

Dr D.J. Honey Ms L. Mettam Mr P.J. Rundle (Teller)  

 

Noes (38) 

Mr S.N. Aubrey Ms M.J. Hammat Mr S.A. Millman Dr K. Stratton 
Mr G. Baker Ms J.L. Hanns Mr Y. Mubarakai Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Ms L.L. Baker Mr T.J. Healy Ms L.A. Munday Mr D.A. Templeman 
Ms H.M. Beazley Mr M. Hughes Mrs L.M. O’Malley Mr P.C. Tinley 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr W.J. Johnston Mr S.J. Price Ms C.M. Tonkin 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr D.J. Kelly Mr J.R. Quigley Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms C.M. Collins Ms A.E. Kent Ms M.M. Quirk Ms S.E. Winton 
Ms L. Dalton Mr P. Lilburne Ms R. Saffioti Ms E.L. Hamilton (Teller) 
Mr M.J. Folkard Ms S.F. McGurk Ms A. Sanderson  
Ms K.E. Giddens Mr K.J.J. Michel Mr D.A.E. Scaife  

            
Pairs 

Ms M.J. Davies Mr R.H. Cook 
Mr R.S. Love Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski 
Mr V.A. Catania Mrs R.M.J. Clarke 

Question thus negatived. 
COVID-19 RESPONSE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT 
(EXTENSION OF EXPIRING PROVISIONS) BILL 2022 

All Stages — Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [4.24 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That so much of the standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the COVID-19 Response 
Legislation Amendment (Extension of Expiring Provisions) Bill 2022 to be introduced forthwith without 
notice and to proceed through all stages without delay between the stages. 

In speaking to the motion, I point out that the Premier in answer to a question by the member for Cottesloe in 
question time today quite rightly and accurately outlined why the COVID-19 Response Legislation Amendment 
(Extension of Expiring Provisions) Bill 2022 is required to proceed through the Parliament forthwith. The Premier 
outlined that the bill will do a range of things. It contains provisions to ensure that we continue to keep 
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Western Australians safe and, of course, continue to live with COVID. The Premier also highlighted clearly in 
answer to a couple of questions today that the COVID-19 pandemic continues. The Minister for Health also earlier 
in debate highlighted the 12 000 or so COVID cases that were recorded today. 
The bill will also provide safety measures and ensure that safeguards are put in place in nursing homes, aged-care 
homes, hospital facilities and other places where care is given to protect patients and staff. It will also allow us to 
continually respond as swiftly as possible to ongoing COVID circumstances. It will also ensure that the measures 
that are outlined or highlighted in the provisions of the bill continue. 
It is important to note the Premier’s words in question time today. The state has an extremely outstanding 
reputation now because of the way in which this government responded to the COVID challenge. That has been 
recognised throughout the world effectively, but certainly nationally as well, in the decisions, many of them very 
difficult decisions, made by this government and its response to the COVID-19 pandemic. That is why so many 
Western Australians responded when they were required to do the right thing. There is a high rate of vaccination 
in the state because of the decisions made by this government. WA now has record high levels of vaccination that 
are equal to, if not surpassing, other examples around the world. 
Sadly, of course, there have been some deaths in Western Australia as a result of COVID-19, but one can only 
shudder to think what would have happened had we resiled and not responded in the way in which we did. Let us 
remember that it was those opposite who early in the pandemic called on this government to relax border controls, 
to give in to people like Clive Palmer, to open up and not to put in place a range of important measures, many of 
which were restrictive. It was those opposite who did that all the way along. Imagine the terrible toll we would 
have had had we listened to those calls and, indeed, had those demands been granted. I think that the Premier, the 
government and the people of Western Australia deserve accolades for the way in which they responded. It has 
been demonstrated in critiques from around the world that not only has Western Australia’s economy thrived during 
these difficult circumstances, but also that our statistics are the envy of many around the nation and the globe. 
In doing that, we need to introduce legislation that will respond, and allow us to continue to respond, to the challenge 
that we face. That is why this motion and this bill is being introduced. It needs to be treated urgently because we 
want to make sure that we can swiftly make measures to continue to keep people safe as and when they are required. 
As the Premier highlighted in question time today, the alternative—that which is argued for by members opposite 
in the National and Liberal Parties—would see us in chaos and having to come back to Parliament constantly to 
reinforce or make new measures. This bill will allow us to continue to keep Western Australians and those people 
working on the front line safe. That is why the bill is urgent and needs to be debated and pass this house today. If 
we need to sit late into the evening, the government will do so, to ensure that the bill can proceed to the other place 
and be passed in order for those measures to continue. 
I seek the support of all members of this place to support and pass this motion to ensure that we can continue to 
keep Western Australians safe, continue to be the envy of the world and continue to make the right decisions on 
behalf of the population here in Western Australia and those who visit. 
DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe — Leader of the Liberal Party) [4.31 pm]: The Leader of the House devoted 
a substantial part of his contribution to the debate on the suspension motion to what he sees as the substance of the 
bill, but not to why this is being done in this way. This is becoming a habit of this government. I think we were 
informed just over 24 hours ago that a bill would be coming before the house. There were no details whatsoever—
none. We got a Zoom briefing at 11.30 this morning. Those members who are experienced in the matters of opposition 
will know that this is a day of business for us. We have our party room meetings, we have to prepare for and go 
through the day, but we have not had that opportunity. We have had a briefing. We were not given all the answers 
we requested at that briefing; practically, neither have we had any time to digest it. We have come into this chamber 
and had question time from 2.00 to 3.00 pm and then the matter of public interest for another hour, so for three of 
the five hours since that briefing, we have physically been in the chamber, doing our work as an opposition. Who 
amongst the members sitting here thinks that that gives the opposition any decent opportunity to properly review 
and question this bill? 
The Premier indicated back in April that the government was looking to extend this bill. The Premier indicated 
that back in April, yet what do we see? Once again, this Labor government is treating the opposition with contempt. 
But it is more than treating the opposition with contempt; it is treating Parliament with contempt. The government 
thinks it can do what it likes because it has the numbers—whatever it likes! This is a significant bill, as was indicated. 
When the Emergency Management Act was first introduced into this chamber, I was here with a good number of 
members of the government, and it was indicated that these are extreme powers in the context of something that was 
an unknown—the commencement of a global pandemic with some early indications of potential dreadful outcomes—
and the government had to take urgent emergency actions. We supported the government in doing that. We said: 
fair enough. Clearly, we needed to give the government free rein to do what it needed to to respond and govern in 
response to this matter. But here we are two years in. It is clearly not a community crisis in this state. That does 
not mean it is not important, and it does not mean that there are not significant issues that have to be dealt with, but 
we are two years in, and there are real questions about whether the Emergency Management Act should be continued. 
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As I said, at the time the bill was originally introduced, the Minister for Emergency Services indicated that these 
were extreme measures that would only be used in the most extreme circumstances, and we accepted that argument 
at the time. But just like when the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Bill 2021 came into this place, the government has 
given us no time to scrutinise the legislation. We have had no time to go out and talk to people in the community. 
We have had no time. I might say, we have had no meaningful answers or justification for this. We can debate that 
at the time, but this is not a proper process. This does not allow proper scrutiny in this chamber by the opposition. 
As I have said, how many members here think this is appropriate? We have had a four-week break. We were told 
this is impending and imperative. 
Ms S. Winton interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Another valuable contribution from the member for Wanneroo. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): Members! 
Mr M.J. Folkard interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Burns Beach! 
Ms S. Winton interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo! 
Ms S. Winton interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: We have had a four-week parliamentary break. At any time, the government knew that it was 
intending to do this. At any time, it could have organised a proper briefing for us and in fact had the courtesy to 
speak to the Leader of the Opposition, given that we are supposed to be seeing a bipartisan approach. As I say, we 
have taken that approach through the overwhelming — 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! Members! 
Ms S. Winton interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I call you to order for the first time. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: We have taken a bipartisan approach through the great majority of this pandemic. We have 
asked questions, which is the job of the opposition. It is the opposition’s job to question the government, especially 
when it is bringing in extreme powers and extreme controls on the population, but we have not had the opportunity 
to do this. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Just because perhaps the Minister for Planning thought it was humorous—I do not know; we 
will find out tomorrow—today we also have an urgent briefing on changes to the Planning and Development Act 
that the minister is bringing in. Again, there is no opportunity for us on this side — 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, I counsel you to stick to the matter. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Madam Acting Speaker, this is on top — 
The ACTING SPEAKER: You need to speak to the motion, member. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: By way of explanation, on top of what we have been trying to deal with here, we have had to 
deal with another briefing from another minister bringing in another urgent bill that will be rammed through this 
chamber tomorrow without adequate scrutiny. It is exactly the same modus operandi. This is improper. This is not 
good government. 
As I have said in this place on a number of occasions, one thing I have noted is that normally the Premier is 
fastidious about proper process in this place. However, this is not proper process. This is abusing the government’s 
numbers and its power to deny us the opportunity to give proper scrutiny to this bill. Giving proper scrutiny to 
a bill is not only coming into this place and asking questions, but also having the opportunity to consult with people 
throughout the community on the bill. Members of the government all know that in relation to other bills. We do 
not just bring a bill into this place and talk to it without talking to other people. I wish to make that point strongly. 
This government is being increasingly high-handed and, as I say, improper in the way it is abusing its power in 
Parliament. It did not have to do it this way; it could have done it in a way that gave us all an opportunity. Let us 
face the numerical reality of life: this bill will pass Parliament because the government has ascendant numbers in 
both houses. 
Ms S. Winton interjected. 
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: It is not going to not pass. We would only ever — 
Several members interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: If the Minister for Planning thinks that this is democracy — 
Ms S. Winton interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: — then she has a very distorted view of what democracy is. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Cottesloe, just sit down for a minute. Member for Wanneroo, all you are 
serving to do is prolong the agony. Please desist. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much, Acting Speaker. This is not democracy. This is not proper process. 
Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister for Planning! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: This is not proper process. This motion will not give the opposition the opportunity to scrutinise 
this bill properly. This is a substantial bill covering very significant restrictions on people’s rights and liberties in 
the community. The minister may say it is appropriate that we can debate some of that later when we debate the 
substantive motion; however, this will not give us the opportunity to do it properly. It is wrong. It is an abuse of 
your power in this Parliament. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: As this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will need an absolute 
majority in order to succeed. If I hear a dissenting voice, I will be required to divide the Assembly. There is 
a dissenting voice. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Ms M.M. Quirk) casting her vote with the ayes, with the 
following result — 

Ayes (38) 

Mr S.N. Aubrey Ms M.J. Hammat Mr S.A. Millman Dr K. Stratton 
Mr G. Baker Ms J.L. Hanns Mr Y. Mubarakai Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Ms L.L. Baker Mr T.J. Healy Ms L.A. Munday Mr D.A. Templeman 
Ms H.M. Beazley Mr M. Hughes Mrs L.M. O’Malley Mr P.C. Tinley 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr W.J. Johnston Mr S.J. Price Ms C.M. Tonkin 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr D.J. Kelly Mr J.R. Quigley Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms C.M. Collins Ms A.E. Kent Ms M.M. Quirk Ms S.E. Winton 
Ms L. Dalton Mr P. Lilburne Ms R. Saffioti Ms E.L. Hamilton (Teller) 
Mr M.J. Folkard Ms S.F. McGurk Ms A. Sanderson  
Ms K.E. Giddens Mr K.J.J. Michel Mr D.A.E. Scaife  

 

Noes (3) 

Dr D.J. Honey Ms L. Mettam Mr P.J. Rundle (Teller)  

            
Pairs 

Mr R.H. Cook Mr V.A. Catania 
Mr H.T. Jones Ms M.J. Davies 
Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski Mr R.S. Love 

Question thus passed with an absolute majority. 
Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr R.R. Whitby (Minister for Environment), and read a first time. 
Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister. 

Second Reading 
MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Environment) [4.46 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 
Western Australia is experiencing its most significant COVID-19 outbreak with the current Omicron wave that 
reached the state earlier this year. Today, 10 May, we have reached our highest daily number of new cases, with 
12 390. The Western Australian government has responded to the global pandemic and the developing outbreak with 
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several measures to keep Western Australia safe, keep people in jobs and minimise the disruption that COVID-19 
brings to the wider community. Some of those measures have relied on the emergency powers introduced by the 
Emergency Management Amendment (COVID-19 Response) Act 2020 and higher penalties for serious assaults and 
threats against public officers committed in the context of COVID-19 introduced by the Criminal Code Amendment 
(COVID-19 Response) Act 2020. I will refer to these collectively as the COVID-19 response amendment acts. 
Honourable members may recall that the COVID-19 response amendment acts included sunset clauses with the 
intent of limiting the operation of certain emergency powers and the penalty provisions to the duration of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The sunset dates were initially set for 12 months after the day on which the COVID-19 
response amendment acts received royal assent and have been extended three times by the Western Australian 
Parliament to 4 July 2021, 4 January 2022 and 4 July 2022. This bill will extend the operative provisions of the 
COVID-19 response amendment acts by a further six months to 4 January 2023. 
Before I turn to the detail of the bill, I will outline the specific provisions that are subject to the sunset clauses and 
will explain why it is important that the operation of each is extended to ensure that the state can continue to 
respond appropriately to COVID-19. The Emergency Management Amendment (COVID-19 Response) Act 2020, 
amongst other things, introduced new section 72A into the Emergency Management Act 2005. This provides 
a catch-all power that enables a hazard management officer or authorised officer to effectively manage the response 
to an emergency. It includes the ability to direct a person or class of persons to take any action the officer considers 
reasonably necessary to prevent, control or abate risks associated with the emergency. Section 72A also contains 
important information-gathering powers. Pursuant to sections 2(c) and 10 of the Emergency Management 
Amendment (COVID-19 Response) Act 2020, section 72A will be deleted from the Emergency Management 
Act 2005 on 4 July 2022. On the sunset date, any existing directions that rely on section 72A will no longer be 
valid as there are no transitional provisions to continue the operation of those directions. Further, section 72A will 
not be available for making new directions. 
It is important that the section 72A powers continue to be available to government for the immediate future. This 
is whilst Western Australia adjusts to living with COVID-19 and with the possibility that protective measures may 
need to be re-established to manage further outbreaks of new variants. Section 72A has supported measures such 
as the controlled border, which is not presently being applied. Initially, the purpose of the controlled border was 
to prevent the importation of COVID-19 into Western Australia, and it was recently used to ensure that persons 
entering Western Australia adhered to vaccination and other requirements. 
Section 72A is currently relied on for travel restrictions to help keep remote Aboriginal communities safe from 
COVID-19. Section 72A currently enables the application of measures and protocols to support the controlled 
return of cruise ships to Western Australia. Section 72A facilitates the testing, tracing, isolation and quarantine 
arrangements, such as the requirement for positive cases to isolate. Information-gathering powers under section 72A 
have supported the contact registers. Section 72A is also relied upon for implementation of the public health social 
measures, which have continually evolved to optimise the management of the pandemic and used in a way that is 
proportionate to the risk. At various times, this has included restrictions on certain activities; density and capacity 
limits at specified venues and events so that they could proceed in a COVID-safe manner; and a mask-wearing 
requirement. These measures, combined with the backing of the community and a very high uptake of the vaccination 
program, have been effective in securing a soft landing through the Omicron wave and minimising impacts to our 
health system, economy and way of life. 
As the outbreak progresses, the use of these measures and other arrangements will continually be considered against 
the latest health advice. The continuation of section 72A for a further six months beyond 4 July 2022 has no bearing 
on decisions regarding the state of emergency for the COVID-19 pandemic. Whether or not Western Australia will 
remain in a state of emergency will be based on expert advice—primarily, the advice of the Chief Health Officer 
and the State Emergency Coordinator—and whether the Minister for Emergency Services is satisfied that 
extraordinary measures are required at that time to prevent or minimise loss of life, prejudice to the safety or harm 
to the health of persons or animals or the destruction of or damage to property or the environment. The extension 
of the sunset date and continued operation of section 72A into the immediate future will ensure our emergency 
management personnel have the powers available to continue to help us respond to COVID-19 and maintain 
a responsible and flexible framework that has served the state so well to this point. 
I now turn to the Criminal Code amendments contained in this bill. The Criminal Code Amendment (COVID-19 
Response) Act 2020 amends the Criminal Code to increase the maximum penalties for the offences of serious 
assault and threats committed in the context of COVID-19. The increased penalties sought to reflect the seriousness 
of assaults against public officers such as frontline workers, particularly in the context of the pandemic. The 
amendments to the offences under sections 318 and 338B of the code were made in response to several distressing 
reports of people across the country and internationally claiming they have COVID-19, and deliberately coughing 
or spitting on innocent people who are just trying to do their jobs. This was particularly occurring, or at risk of 
occurring, in the context of frontline essential staff who work tirelessly around the clock at great personal risk to 
themselves and others to keep our community safe and to stop the spread of this disease. The increased penalties 
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reflect the seriousness of this conduct and send a clear message that deliberately exposing our public officers to 
COVID-19, or threatening to do so, is an unacceptable show of disrespect. The government, and indeed the 
Western Australian community at large, does not and will not accept it. 

In November 2021, when the operation of these higher penalties was last extended, Western Australians were 
preparing for the virus to arrive for the first time in nearly two years. Since January this year, COVID-19 has been 
present in our community in large numbers. Now is the time that our officers are most confronted by the reality of 
contracting COVID-19 in the course of their work. Now is the time to send a clear message of support for the 
important work they are doing. Isolation requirements and close contact rules may have changed, but the 
contagiousness of the COVID-19 virus has not. While public officers may be incidentally exposed as they go about 
their work, we must condemn those who deliberately set out to, or threaten to, infect officers, exposing them to the 
risk of illness and leaving them unable to perform their duties when they contract COVID-19. 

The Criminal Code Amendment (COVID-19 Response) Act 2020 has a sunset date of 4 July 2022 when the increased 
maximum penalties for the offences committed in the context of COVID-19 will be deleted. This bill extends the 
expiry date of the provisions for higher penalties for a further six months—up to 4 January 2023. The bill before 
us today will extend the operation of the respective sunset clauses under the COVID-19 response amendment act 
for a further six months, with a new effective sunset date of 4 January 2023. It will ensure that the powers under 
section 72A of the Emergency Management Act 2005 will be available should the state of emergency in respect 
of COVID-19 pandemic continue, and will ensure that higher penalties continue to apply to serious assaults and 
threats against public officers committed in the context of COVID-19. 

I commend the bill to the house. 

DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe — Leader of the Liberal Party) [4.56 pm]: As I have indicated publicly, the 
opposition will not support the COVID-19 Response Legislation Amendment (Extension of Expiring Provisions) 
Bill 2022 unless the government can demonstrate that the state cannot be managed without this extension. I offer 
the apologies of the Leader of the Opposition, who could not be here today because she is extremely ill with influenza. 
She has used rapid antigen tests many times and she does not have COVID, but despite her best intentions, she 
could not be here today. I am grateful to her for providing me with some information on this debate. 

We have been in this state of emergency since March 2020—over two years. The Premier confirmed at the 
beginning of April that there would be an extension to these powers. He stated that having those powers was important 
because we do not want to let it all go and then find ourselves without the capacity to deal with the situation. That 
was his justification. Despite over a month passing since then, we were not given any notice until five hours before 
this bill was introduced into the house. We have had an hour of briefings on this bill, and another hour for another 
bill that is being introduced urgently tomorrow. I think members can do the simple arithmetic. We have not had time 
to give proper scrutiny to this bill and ask questions. We had an opportunity at the briefing to ask some questions, 
but I have not had a chance to determine whether we have had a response to those questions, and what those responses 
were. However, I will do my bit, given the extreme and deliberate lack of time that the government has provided 
to go through this and examine the bill. 

The decision to introduce this bill in this way undermines the integrity and the credibility of the government on 
this matter. At all stages of this pandemic, the opposition has made every endeavour to cooperate. Members 
who were in the house during the last Parliament will know that every single bill that was brought before this 
place as emergency legislation relating to the pandemic was dealt with by us in the time frame set in both houses. 
The self-serving assertions made here today that, somehow or other, we have stood in the way of the passage of 
COVID-related legislation is completely false. In every single case, we have cooperated with the government 
and met the time frames that the government imposed for emergency COVID legislation. As an opposition, we 
have appropriately asked questions throughout that process to ascertain whether the legislation is required and 
whether it achieves the intent that the government has stated that it should. Doing it in this way, as I said, 
completely undermines the integrity of this process. Government members are using their ascendant numbers 
in this chamber and the other chamber to do as they will in a deliberately contemptuous way. Today I raised the 
issue that the Minister for Planning is also rushing through a major planning matter and how it is being carried out 
in this state. 

Point of Order 

Dr A.D. BUTI: I have not been following the debate closely, but are we talking about the substance of the debate 
now? We are, I think. I am not sure what relevance the planning minister’s legislation has to the bill that is before 
us now. The member for Cottesloe is always going on about relevance. Practise what you preach. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms A.E. Kent): I shall seek advice. Member for Cottesloe, you can continue on the 
argument that you have said, but let us stay on the topic of what the bill is actually about, please. 

Debate Resumed 

Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much, Acting Speaker. 
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As I was saying, the Minister for Planning’s actions continue to reinforce that we have a government that is arrogant 
and drunk on power. Government members believe they can do whatever they like. They believe they can come 
in and treat the opposition with absolute contempt. We heard the Premier today in question time using what was 
really abusive language to members on this side. We hear the constant belittling that the shadow Minister for Health 
gets from members on the other side for the outstanding concerns she raises and work she does. Members opposite 
do not want to be held properly accountable. They think they are all-seeing and all-knowing and everything they 
do is in some way perfect and that they should be able to push this particular bill through the house. As I said, we 
hear that constantly when we raise issues in here. The reply is, “How dare we ask a question?” or “How dare we 
raise a concern in this place?” 
When the pandemic first arrived in Western Australia, there was really panic and fear. In many areas, there was 
enormous concern. People saw terrible images of what was happening overseas. There was great uncertainty. 
There were a range of opinions from public health officials on whether this pandemic would spread around the 
world, to what extent it would harm people and how it compared with previous global pandemics, but it became 
clear very early on that this was genuinely a global pandemic and that there would be severe potential health 
impacts if it was not managed correctly. There were also early indications that there were ways of managing this 
pandemic and Western Australia and Australia were very fortunate that under the federal Liberal government, 
Australia was one of the first—I think it was the first country in the world—to ban immigration and visitors from 
China. I might recall that the Labor Party, at the time, criticised the federal government for that. Very rapidly, the 
federal government controlled the borders. The other thing the federal government did, which is a lesson that this 
government could take, was in the spirit of ensuring a bipartisan approach to dealing with this pandemic, it formed 
the national cabinet. Regardless of colour or creed, or, in fact, party affiliation in this case, the federal government 
worked with all state governments to work out the best possible way to respond to this pandemic. The shutting of 
our international borders by the federal government was the thing that most protected Australia from the worst 
effects of this pandemic. Of course for Western Australia, there are two major entry points plus the airports; there 
is very little entry through seaborne ports. There were three places to close and we could shut off all, even interstate, 
visitors, which the state government did. 
We supported those measures at the start. We understood that there was a need for quick action. We also understood 
that, in that circumstance, you do not get in the way of the government. You have been elected. You are there to 
do a job. In a situation like that, we are here to ask appropriate questions but not get in the way and, as I indicated 
earlier, we did not get in the way. Every single piece of legislation that was put under the banner of urgent because 
of the COVID pandemic was passed through this place within the time frame that the government requested us to 
do so and in the other place as well. However, we did not envisage that two years on we would still be debating 
the extension of these powers. I think in large part it is because the Premier does not want to let go. I will talk about 
that in a little while. We recognise that there are still matters that need to be dealt with by government. Decisions 
still need to be made and controls still need to be put in place, but it is not at all clear to us that that is not possible 
simply by using the Public Health Act. I will go through that in a little bit of detail later on. We saw the Premier’s 
performance today in question time—just a supremely arrogant, dismissive performance. He has become accustomed 
to the power. He has become accustomed to turning up to the press conferences every day. During the election 
campaign, there was a five-day lockdown when one positive case was identified, a guard working in a hospital. It 
was five days at the immediate start of the election campaign, so the opposition could not carry out any campaigning 
at all, yet the Premier and the Minister for Health were on television every morning and every evening, utterly 
dominating the electoral cycle during that campaign period. We saw that throughout the pandemic and we have 
seen it since. Every day, we see the Premier and the health minister out there making some or other announcement 
around this matter. We do not see that in the other states, but in Western Australia it has been determined. As I say, 
it is of great concern if the reason that these powers are being extended is so that the Premier can maintain his 
presence in the public arena and not that it is required intrinsically. 
We hear lots of noise from members on the other side. They may disagree with some of the things we say and 
some of the questions we ask, but that is the right we have as an opposition. It is not just us who are concerned 
about extending the emergency powers. When the then Minister for Emergency Services—Hon Fran Logan, now 
retired from Parliament—introduced this bill, he made it really clear that these were extraordinary powers for an 
extraordinary circumstance. As I indicated at the start, and not to repeat myself too much in this debate, no-one 
knew what we were facing, but it looked like what we were facing could be catastrophic for the entire population 
of Australia. Where are we two years later? Two years later, we just had a football game at the weekend for which 
60 000 people could have been at the stadium. There is no limit on the number of people who can attend a stadium. 
I could walk into a bar with 1 000 people with no masks on and have a beer. There are very few places where 
masks are required. Some of the current controls seem a little bit odd. I have to wear a mask on a bus but I can go 
into a bar with 1 000 people, all closely packed, and have a drink without a mask. That is obviously a matter the 
government thinks is important, but it seems to rather defeat the purpose when as soon as a person gets off the bus, 
they are potentially exposed to people who are infected and they are not required to wear a mask. In relation to 
that, people are entitled to wear a mask in this place. Removing mandates does not stop people wearing masks; it 
simply means that they are not compelled to do so in certain circumstances. 
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The Australian Human Rights Commissioner, Lorraine Finlay, has concerns about the long use of these state of 
emergency laws. On 5 April 2022, on ABC radio, she was quoted as saying — 

“The state of emergency declaration transfers an enormous amount of power to the executive, and therefore 
to public servants and bureaucrats, and reduces parliamentary oversight and scrutiny,” Ms Finlay said. 
… 
Ms Finlay said the state of emergency provisions were never designed to be on a rolling basis, as they 
have been in WA. 
“At the start of the pandemic, when we didn’t have a lot of information about what COVID-19 was, or what 
the impact of the virus would be, you can understand the need for that quick and decisive action,” she said. 
The longer the situation goes on, the harder it is to justify the continuation of emergency measures.” 

I might just add a little to that. It was interesting to listen to the discussion that we have had so far. The minister 
gave his overview of why this legislation is required. What will change in 12 months’ time? We will have COVID 
in the community and people will be dying of COVID. COVID will still likely be a highly infectious viral illness. 
Epidemiologists tell us that the normal trajectory of these viruses is that they become more contagious but less 
virulent over time. 
A member interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Exactly—like the seasonal flu. More people catch it. Some people still die. I think over 1 000 people 
die from the flu every year in Australia. That would mean that around 120 people in this state die of flu every year. 
What will change in 12 months or two years? COVID is likely to be here in a decade. We will not eliminate it like 
polio. It will be exactly like the seasonal cold or flu. I will be glad if the minister could tell me what fact will be 
different in a year from what it is today. 
I will go on. What is happening in other states? The ABC reports — 

Unlike Victoria, where the government must now provide written justification for any pandemic orders such 
as new restrictions, the WA state of emergency laws do not require any written reasoning to be shared on 
the public record. 
Throughout the pandemic, the WA government has maintained that its decisions are based on the advice 
of the Chief Health Officer. 
But Ms Finlay said the public should have more information about what the advice is. 

She is quoted as saying — 
“It’s not a matter of simply broadly saying the health advice required ‘this restriction’, but showing how 
the evidence requires that particular restriction in relation to that particular risk,” … 
“And also showing that that restriction is the minimum required to actually respond to the emergency so 
that we’re not introducing overly broad restrictions.” 

The ABC report continues — 
The state of emergency legislation is due to expire in July, but there are no limits on how many times it 
can be extended. 
This contrasts with Victoria, where state of emergency provisions have time limits and cannot be continued 
on a rolling basis without returning to parliament. 
This forced the Victorian state government back to parliament last year to develop its pandemic-specific 
legislation. 

One of the questions we are asking is: why has the state Labor government not done the same thing? I hold the 
Minister for Emergency Services in high regard. I hope this is not true but we are led to believe — 
Mr R.R. Whitby: I’m not the minister. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Sorry; he is the minister representing the Minister for Emergency Services. Nevertheless, I still 
hold him in high regard. 
We know that the Victorian government introduced specific legislation because the minister in this place, the 
Minister for Emergency Services, the Premier and others have told us that there are certain things we cannot do 
under the Public Health Act. We need to be convinced of that. Nevertheless, we are told that. Victoria obviously 
had similar problems so it brought in specific legislation to deal with those ongoing things. How do we return to 
normalcy? This is not normal. Having a constant state of emergency is not normal. It is not the normal thing we 
should be doing and it is not the normal way we should be living in society. 
In relation to transparency, I continue with the ABC report — 

Victoria’s new legal framework, which replaced its state of emergency in December last year … 
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This is a party of the government’s own liking, I suspect. The Victorian government did this. The government must 
have known about this. National cabinet meets monthly, and sometimes more frequently. Why did the government 
not go down this path? Whatever is true today and whatever special powers we might need to manage COVID in 
case it changes or suddenly morphs will be true in a year, two years and maybe 10 years. If that is the justification, 
we will never get out of this and we will just make this permanent. The Victorian government dealt with that. It 
said that there are some specific shortcomings. I think it has been stated that there are some specific shortcomings 
in the Public Health Act—for example, the requirement for people to wear masks. Although the Public Health Act 
contains extraordinary powers to direct people, certain of those powers have to be reviewed—I think in that case 
we were told every 24 hours. I am sure that someone as creative as the Attorney General could possibly work their 
way around that. Nevertheless, if that is the case, maybe that is something that the government can do in a pretty 
straightforward way. In any case, if it is an absolute barrier to proper management of people being required to wear 
masks in certain circumstances or people being required to quarantine in certain circumstances, that could have 
been done in the legislation. Victoria introduced its legislation in December. The government must have known 
about it before then. Instead, it chose to go down this path of extending the Emergency Management Act. 
Importantly, in terms of transparency, the Victorian legislation requires leaders to table their reasoning for any 
pandemic restrictions in Parliament. The ABC reports — 

Separate parliamentary and independent committees must also review pandemic orders and provide advice 
to the health minister and to Parliament. That advice is on the public record. 

That is really important. As I have said, these powers are onerous. Some of these restrictions have bankrupted 
businesses. They have caused individuals who have part-time work to lose their jobs and the like. At the end of 
the day, there has been a collective view, which I think was supported by the community at large; I think we saw 
that. There was very strong support for the Premier’s approach to this during the last state election, and we suffered 
the consequences of that. Nevertheless, there was overall support for the fact that sometimes we have to impinge on 
someone’s rights to protect others. There is this greater public good. What is the greater public good? Is that restriction 
on an individual worthwhile given there is an overall greater public benefit because of that restriction? If it is done 
in that way, we get a chance to see that and to test that. 
Members on this side have submitted a number of questions to government on its reasoning around decisions made 
under this Emergency Management Act. Universally, the response has been, “We cannot share that because it is 
confidential. It is confidential to the State Emergency Management Committee. It is confidential to cabinet. It is 
confidential in some way.” We get no transparency. We ask questions and we challenge the government and say 
that certain aspects of the legislation need to continue.  
For example, there is public debate at the moment about the need to continue the mandate against people who are 
unvaccinated attending workplaces. Given the extremely high level of vaccination in the rest of the community, 
people who are unvaccinated are the biggest threat to themselves. I have made it very clear that I am triple-vaxxed. 
I encourage every citizen in this state to get vaccinated. I know that some people, for their own reasons, do not 
wish to get vaccinated. As we know, some people cannot get vaccinated and some do not wish to. They fear for 
their lives. We can say whether that is rational or irrational. Equally, some people are agoraphobic; they cannot go 
outside. We might say that they are irrational and they have nothing to fear but we do not go around condemning 
those people and giving them pejorative names. We respect the fact that there is a diversity of views in our society. 
We respect the fact that some people hold certain views. Whether we think they are wrongheaded views or not, 
we respect their views and respond to them. There is some debate as to whether we need to do that. Whenever we 
do that, what do we hear? From this side, we get this cacophony of anti-vaxxers. We get abuse from the Premier 
and from the health minister. There is really pejorative, nasty, personal abuse of members on this side of the 
chamber because we ask those questions. What we are most concerned about is the lack of transparency, but we 
do not even get the right to see what the advice was based on; we are just told—there is this assertion—that it is the 
Chief Health Officer’s advice. We saw the Premier come out and make statements and then the Chief Health Officer’s 
advice came out days later. Nevertheless, it was not entirely clear. We were just told that and we have no way of 
scrutinising it. We cannot obtain any of the information and we do not get to see the data. There was the palaver 
we went through trying to get any insight on the modelling that the government said it had been using all along. It 
took months to get to see that information, yet it was crucial information on which crucial decisions on managing this 
pandemic were based. The government’s arrogant view was that the opposition had no right to see that information. 
The opposition did not deserve to see it because it had no role in this matter. The government had all the power 
and thought it could do what it liked, and it did. 

Queensland Human Rights Commissioner Scott McDougall has suggested that the state should follow Victoria’s 
lead. The Western Australian government has maintained that it needs the state of emergency laws to introduce 
important directions based on health advice. Victoria faces no more or less an ongoing threat from this pandemic 
than we do, yet it has been able to manage this through specific legislation that deals with specific fears about 
shortcomings in relation to the government applying certain laws, and it has done it in a way that is transparent so 
that the public and the opposition have the opportunity to question what the government is doing.  
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An ABC news article reads — 
“If these directions are not extended, the directions that have been made for the purpose of managing the 
emergency, which includes both response and recovery, would no longer be available,” a state government 
spokesperson said. 
… emergency powers were needed to enforce isolation, mask-wearing, capacity and density limits, and 
vaccination requirements. 

I think Western Australians would like Parliament to have an opportunity to review the basis of those decisions 
and do not want decisions made based on the advice of one individual. As I said, at the start there was enormous 
support for the approach the government took and the opposition did not stand in the way of the government. Quite 
the opposite, it supported the government in what it wanted to do, because the situation was an unknown entity 
and it would have been completely inappropriate at that stage to stand in the way of the government, public servants 
and others getting on with the important work of managing the early stages of this pandemic. 
I would be interested in hearing about the feedback other members of this place are getting, because I am increasingly 
hearing members of the community and others—I will say most loudly from the business community but also the 
broader community—ask why we are continuing with the state of emergency, why certain decisions are being 
made and why certain decisions are being continued. We can only speculate because we are not given the information 
that we require. The idea that the Premier simply makes an assertion and says that something has to be done 
because it is the best thing to do and the opposition should just cower down and say, “Absolutely, that has to be 
done”, is a farce. Did government members do that when they were in opposition? They did not. When we were 
in government, opposition members challenged and questioned every decision the government made, or those that 
they did not like at least, and went to great lengths to make sure that the government was transparent and open to 
them. The government should expect no less of us now. We say put in place all the safeguards we need, but it is not 
at all clear to members on this side of the chamber why that has to be done under the Emergency Management Act. 
I want to move on to the Auditor General’s report into COVID. I will come back to say a little bit about the detail 
around the Public Health Act, the Emergency Management Act and the parts of this bill on criminal prosecutions. 
The Auditor General has just released a second report on the impact of COVID on the Western Australian public 
service. As you would expect, there has been a considerable impact on both the private and the public sector as we 
have navigated the pandemic. I will read some excerpts from that report for members who have not had a chance 
to have a look at it. The Auditor General’s opening remarks in the report read — 

I should stress that to provide a comprehensive report on the management of the pandemic and impacts 
across the whole community would require a separate large-scale examination, which this was not. 
However, there would be significant future benefit from a systematic impartial examination of the response 
to this pandemic by both the State and the Federal governments, and its impact on the WA community. 
This would capture learnings in preparation for future pandemics and other emerging crises and assist in 
setting transparent criteria and thresholds for proportionate, risk-based and consequential responses. It 
would also permit an explicit understanding of the various costs and benefits, including trade-offs over 
different timeframes and for segments of our community, which would help frame deliberations around 
any future allocation of resources and the use of emergency powers. 

I asked the Premier today whether he would carry out a review into the pandemic. I was told, “Oh well, we can’t 
really do it. We’re in the middle of it.” That answer clearly does not hold any water. The Premier would not 
commit to that inquiry; he said it would probably occur. Once again, I call on the Premier to commence an inquiry. 
The timeliness of these sorts of inquiries has great importance. The inquiry does not have to conclude in one or 
two months; the government can give it reasonable scope. Union members on the other side of the chamber who 
have carried out safety investigations would know how critical the timely collection of evidence and information 
is to an inquiry. One of the concerns with all this is that a lot of stuff is anecdotal and will be lost in the mist of 
time. We will lose the opportunity to gain valuable learnings on how this crisis was dealt with if we delay any longer 
an open, transparent and full inquiry on how the response has been carried out. 
If we look at the state’s current COVID status, we see a large number of active cases. I think it is the better part of 
59 000 active cases, around 218 people in hospital and six in intensive care. The health minister constantly tells 
us, and it has been obvious throughout the pandemic, that, yes there are significant health issues with COVID, but 
from the experience overseas, we know that people who are seriously ill, in particular suffering serious respiratory 
distress and impacts on other organs, who are in an intensive care unit in hospital increase their survival rate fivefold. 
The number of ICU beds is critical, and that has been repeated by the health minister and others. It was repeated 
by the health minister just recently in an interview. We have six people in intensive care, and that is not likely to 
change. Therefore, we do not have a hospital system that is overwhelmed with COVID patients. We do not have 
hospitals that are generally overwhelmed with COVID patients. COVID patients comprise a very small fraction 
of the hospital case load. Our hospitals are overloaded because we simply do not have enough hospital beds, nurses, 
doctors and other health professionals. It is not the case that it is because of COVID. We have a very clear trajectory 
of this disease in society. As I have said, what is going to change in the next 12 months or the next two years? We 
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will continue to have thousands of people infected with COVID despite the best endeavours of vaccination and others. 
Hopefully, the virulence of the disease is lessened, but that will be the case next year and so on. Many people 
will require emergency treatment and the like, and all the justifications that largely exist now will exist in one or 
two years’ time and so on. 

Is it the government’s contention that we will just continue rolling over the Emergency Management Act as it 
exists? I will come back to key questions that I think the government needs to answer. I want to dwell a little on the 
justification, if you like, for continuing this approach versus relying on the Public Health Act. I will not go through 
the Public Health Act in detail—that has been done by others—but the Public Health Act has extreme powers. I have 
a table comparing the state emergency powers during a state of emergency with the Emergency Management Act. 
If I go through that list, I cannot identify a single key area that the Public Health Act does not deal with when dealing 
with a public health crisis. There is a separate matter in this bill around the criminal penalties and other related 
matters that I will talk about in a moment. We asked at the briefing, “Is it not possible to deal with all the key areas 
that need to be dealt with under the Public Health Act?” We understand that it is not just a case of forget it, COVID 
is just there and we will stop doing anything. We know that is not the case and that health controls need to be in 
place and that people in vulnerable environments need special protection. Eighty-one per cent of the people who 
have died from COVID are aged over 80 years. The majority of our older population over 80 are in aged care and 
it is important to protect them. We know that people are in hospital with other illnesses. We do not want COVID 
rampaging through hospitals when people are seriously ill with other illnesses. We know that. We know there will 
be some other environments and matters. We know that from time to time the government will need to restrict the 
movement of people and the number of people who can attend a venue and the like. It is possible that that regulation 
may have to come back. However, all that is possible under the Public Health Act. 

What we constantly heard in the briefing when we asked the question on whether this is critical, was that the 
government thought it was the most appropriate—not critical, just the most appropriate—measure. I am sure it is 
convenient for the government to do things in a way in which there is no ability for the opposition or anyone else 
to challenge what the government is doing. The government just makes assertions and says that that is the case, and 
that is it unless there is some other portal into how the decision is made. There is no way for us or anyone else to 
challenge or question it at all. That is convenient for the government. Governments love dictatorships. I think it was 
Bronwyn Bishop who said that she thought the most efficient form of government in the world was a benevolent 
dictatorship, and her only caveat was that she wanted to be the dictator. In any case, it is very convenient for the 
Premier, who basically, with a wave of his hand, can do anything he likes. We know the reality is that it is very 
unlikely that ministers and others will stand up to the Premier when the Premier says he thinks this needs to be done. 
That is not a conspiracy; it is just human nature. That is convenient. What does “most appropriate” mean? Does it 
mean what is easiest for the Premier or whatever avoids the irritation of having the opposition raising irritating 
questions, or perhaps even demonstrating that the government did not do the right thing in relation to a particular 
matter? Is that what is most appropriate, or is it critical? 

As I said at the start, we should have special emergency powers only in a genuine crisis. What is happening in 
Ukraine at the moment is a genuine crisis. I am not painting that as a ridiculous extreme, but it is obviously an 
example of a genuine crisis. At the start of the pandemic, it was a genuine crisis. We just did not know. We knew 
that this could be terrible, but we just did not know, so extreme actions had to be taken, but now we do know. We 
have been able to safely bring probably 150 000 people into the state during those two years. We are now in the 
position of being able to hold major events and so on in the state, so we do know. It is not the initial crisis situation. 
We now know the situation, and it appears that the Public Health Act could be adequate to deal with it. I am really 
keen to understand in the opportunity we have to examine the bill here why that is not possible. If that is not possible, 
why then could the government not go down exactly the same path Victoria has gone down? It has that model. What 
I have said publicly, and as the opposition we have said collectively amongst ourselves, is that if the government 
wants us to come back and urgently approve that sort of bill, we will do it. We will not stand in the way of the 
government doing that. We would then normalise things. We would get out of this state of emergency. But we do 
not see the justification for continuing this legislation past July this year if we can do it in that way. That is the way 
that we can do it. We have specific legislation with checks and balances and transparency, but continuing as we are 
is not the appropriate way to do it, in our view. As I said, I am happy to be informed because we have not had the 
chance to get the information. I will come back to the key questions that I will need to ask. 

I might tackle the issue of the need to continue the additional criminal penalties for, effectively, an assault on 
a public officer. I think it covers more things than that, but, most notably, it deals with deliberately exposing a public 
officer such as a police officer or a health worker to COVID. I refer to someone who, for their own perverted, 
malicious reasons, wants to try to infect a police officer or other public official with COVID. They know they have 
COVID, or think they have, and they use that to, in some way, do that. Obviously, that is horrible. We think that 
is a terrible thing and there should be severe penalties for that. But guess what? There already are severe penalties 
for doing that. A person can be jailed for up to seven years for spitting on a police officer. If they try to attack a police 
officer with the virus—in this case, we are talking specifically about someone trying to infect another person just 
going about their lawful duty—they can be jailed for seven years. The government said that we have to make the 
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penalties even tougher. That was part of the government saying, “We’re tough on COVID. We have to make it 
tougher; we have to make it 10 years”, which played so well in the last election campaign. We are now two years 
into living with COVID. Today we heard in the briefing—I am happy to be corrected on the numbers because these 
are just the ones I jotted down—that 24 people have been charged and 16 people have been prosecuted. Given that 
the maximum penalty is 10 years, what do members think was the maximum penalty applied to people doing the 
wrong thing under those provisions? The maximum penalty that has been applied for those 16 successful prosecutions 
is one year—one. It seems quite clear after two years that the courts have decided that they have ample scope. 
Certainly one year sits well inside seven years, I would say, so why do we need to continue with the penalty being 
a maximum of 10 years? It is not offering any great deterrent. I would like members to say to someone, “Listen, if 
you do this, you’ll get seven years in jail.” They will say, “I’ll do that.” If we tell them that the penalty will increase 
to 10 years, do members think they will say, “Well, maybe I won’t”? I do not honestly believe that anyone in their 
right mind thinks that is an increased deterrent, but the proof of the pudding is in the eating. The maximum penalty 
applied for the 16 successful prosecutions under these provisions has been one year’s jail. Seven years is ample scope. 
Let us face it, hepatitis is endemic in some communities. Some people deliberately try to infect police officers with 
blood. Many members know that hepatitis is a terrible illness. There are several variants of it. It potentially shortens 
life considerably, depending on the variant, and can be an agonising death for the infected person. If the government 
thinks that the overall penalties are weak, put up an amendment. We will not sit here and oppose the government if it 
can justify that and say it is necessary, but it does not need to do that in this bill. It is clear that the courts have adequate 
power under existing laws to deal with that and I seriously do not believe that it is necessary to include that penalty 
in the legislation. It might make a good headline or be a good media opportunity for the Premier to get out there with 
the Minister for Emergency Services to say, “We are tough on this”, but it will not make any practical difference in 
the application of the deterrent. Clearly, in practice, it has not been applied for anything close to 10 years. 
The government must answer these key questions. First, which directions issued pursuant to the Emergency 
Management Act cannot be issued pursuant to the Public Health Act? Second, if any directions are identified in 
the answer to the first question, for what reason is the Public Health Act deficient and why are we not addressing that 
deficiency? Third, if no directions are identified in the answer to the first question, what is the utility for government 
to activate parallel emergency powers under both acts concurrently? Fourth, what consequence, intended or otherwise, 
will arise if the temporary emergency powers under the Emergency Management Act cease on 4 July 2022? Fifth, 
what advice has the State Emergency Coordinator or the State Emergency Management Committee provided to 
government in support of this amendment or otherwise? 
I would be very grateful if those questions could be answered. I am sure that the minister has excellent advisers—
I saw them today; they were very learned and gave us information that seemed to cover all the areas—and we would 
be very grateful for answers to those questions because they will go to the core of why we need this legislation. 
The Public Health Act has enormously wide powers, so what specific things does the government need to do that 
it currently cannot—not that that the government would like to do it another way—under the existing legislation? 
Why do we need other powers under the Criminal Code? 
MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [5.41 pm]: I, too, would like to rise with the member for Cottesloe and express some of 
my concerns about the COVID-19 Response Legislation Amendment (Extension of Expiring Provisions) Bill 2022. 
I also support what the member for Cottesloe said in the debate on the suspension of standing orders. I was in 
a state of shock yesterday afternoon after we got the phone call from the Leader of the House saying, “We’re going 
to bring on urgent legislation in relation to the Emergency Management Act and we need it wrapped up by Tuesday 
night.” It was quite bizarre that happened after a four-week parliamentary recess and after the Premier on ABC 
online on 5 April stated — 

“Having the capacity and the powers to do those things is important because you don’t want to have to 
let it all go and then find you don’t have the capacity,” … 

That is what the Premier stated clearly in early April, yet yesterday, 9 May, about 24 hours before we were to debate 
this legislation, the Leader of the House rang us saying that the government needed to introduce this emergency 
legislation and that it had to be wrapped up by Tuesday night. Imagine our response. The Leader of the House also 
said, “By the way, we’ll give you a briefing around about 11.00 or 11.30 tomorrow morning.” As the member for 
Cottesloe pointed out, we had a few other things going on. It has been a challenge to try to absorb the legislation, 
talk to any stakeholders and to come back after that, especially when we face the same thing tomorrow with the 
planning bill. It will be the same scenario—urgent. That is what leads us to question this move that demonstrates 
the arrogance of the government and the disdain the Premier has for the people of WA and the parliamentary system. 
When the member for Cottesloe spoke during the debate on the suspension of standing orders motion, several 
government backbenchers nodded their heads agreeing that the Premier is abusing the parliamentary process. I find 
the way the Premier has gone about this to be very disturbing. He uses the language of fear. He describes anyone 
who questions these decisions as anti-vaxxers or people who are seeking to undermine public health outcomes. 
That is a demonstration of a culture of fear. It is not good enough. 
It is quite interesting that the government spent two years trying to keep people out of Western Australia but is 
now bending over backwards encouraging people in and expecting them to come in left, right and centre at the 
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same time as rolling on emergency legislation. As the member for Cottesloe said, when COVID-19 first arrived in 
Western Australia, we were all concerned because we did not know what we were dealing with. There was no vaccine, 
of course, and it took time for the world to understand what we were dealing with. 

Another thing I found quite interesting was the way in which vaccines were developed quickly and people criticising 
their rollout. I might add that during those early stages and throughout the last couple of years, the opposition 
supported the measures of the government. We asked questions when some incongruous decisions were made, but 
we generally supported the government. To be honest, we never envisaged we would be here two years later debating 
the extension of these powers. I think that is why we are finding it difficult. WA has been in a state of emergency 
since March 2020. We are now entering the third year of these extraordinary powers, yet we are seeing a much 
greater level of scrutiny in Victoria than in Western Australia. It has been pointed out that all these directions could 
have been dealt with under the Public Health Act and that if there were a deficiency in the Public Health Act, it should 
have been dealt with there. We struggle to understand why this bill needs to be delivered so urgently and why it 
could not have been covered by the provisions of Public Health Act. 

When the COVID restrictions were first brought in, there was no access to vaccines. It was a very different time 
and the government described these measures as draconian. The opposition was assured that they would not be in 
place any longer than was completely necessary. Now, the Premier and the government is taking them on for longer 
than is necessary. The Emergency Management Amendment (COVID-19 Response) Bill 2020 was introduced and 
passed within two days, on 31 March and 1 April 2020. We are now over the two-year mark. At that time we were 
told by the Minister for Emergency Services, Fran Logan, that it was essential we strengthen our state’s ability to 
respond to the current emergency and that the measures were not being introduced lightly. We carefully considered 
the new laws. We thought we had struck the right balance of ensuring fairness, but also giving our emergency 
services and law enforcement officers the power they needed to keep us all safe during these unprecedented times. 
Of course, I always refer back to that election slogan of keeping us safe. We saw the effect and it was effective—
we certainly cannot deny that—but how long can we extend these laws? How long will the McGowan government 
stick with this when Western Australians have actually moved on? 

We are now living with COVID. As members know, we are currently reporting 10 000-plus cases a day, but there 
are only a handful of people in ICU. Western Australians have overwhelmingly done the right thing. They have done 
everything that this government has asked of them. They have got vaccinated, socially distanced, worn their masks 
and stayed at home when they were told to. There comes a point in time that I question: what is the motive for this 
government to ram this bill through today imposing these extraordinary emergency responses for another six months? 
I know what it is; it is power, control and self-interest. We have seen the way this has developed over time. I guess 
the way I would describe it is that the Premier’s ego has got to a point at which he is using these emergency powers 
to continue his hold over the people of Western Australia. 

We saw an example on 5 February. Everyone accepted that 5 February was the date we were going to open up 
again, but the Premier decided to override everyone around him and extend this a bit longer. “Look at the control 
I’ve got!” He got pushback from the community, all those international students who were stuck all around the 
world trying to get into Western Australia, and all those families from Western Australia who were over east and 
overseas and had all worked towards 5 February as the date on which they could come back into WA. When he saw 
the response of the WA public to him backflipping on the 5 February date, the Premier went out there and got all his 
backbencher and Dorothy Dixer questions to support him on why that decision was important and why he had to 
make it. It was quite interesting to see the media statements. There was no doubt that he realised he had overstepped 
the mark. This is what I believe was the turning point for this government. That date—5 February 2022—was the 
turning point and the beginning of the downhill slide. If members talk to anyone out there—I am sure most members 
of the Labor Party are out in the electorate, doorknocking and the like—they will find that that was the turning 
point, and many people in Western Australia will not forget that. 

As a comparison, we can look at what Daniel Andrews did in Victoria, which went through 250-odd days of 
lockdown—the world’s longest lockdown—and we saw the command-and-control scenario there. Our Premier 
jumped on board with that, as well, but this Premier and government have taken it to another level. Lorraine Finlay 
was quoted as saying — 

… the state of emergency provisions were never designed to be used on a rolling basis, as they have been 
in WA. 

In Victoria, the government must now provide written justification for any pandemic orders such as new restrictions. 
The WA state of emergency laws do not require any written reasoning to be shared on the public record. We have 
been told, “It’s the Chief Health Officer’s advice”, “It’s the Chief Health Officer’s advice.” We have been told 
that time and again, but no-one can seem to get to it, so we do not know whether it is the Chief Health Officer’s 
advice or the Premier is making it up as he goes and then getting the Chief Health Officer to work in that advice 
to agree with the Premier. That is what a lot of the Western Australian public thinks. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: You are an idiot—honestly! 
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister! 
Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Point of order, Madam Acting Speaker. I do not think that was appropriate. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms A.E. Kent): Would you mind withdrawing, please, minister. 
Mr D.J. KELLY: I withdraw it. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Thank you, minister. 
I am reflecting on how the people of Western Australia feel. I am talking about the fact that despite Victoria having 
had the world’s longest lockdown, the Victorian government actually is a contrast in that its state of emergency 
provisions have time limits and cannot be continued on a rolling basis. It has a new legal framework that replaced 
the state of emergency in December last year that requires its leaders to table in Parliament their reasoning for any 
pandemic restrictions. Separate parliamentary and independent committees must also review pandemic orders and 
provide advice to the health minister and to Parliament. That advice is on the public record. That is really what we 
are asking: why can this not be the process in Western Australia? As the member for Cottesloe pointed out, the 
Queensland Human Rights Commissioner Scott McDougall has suggested that the state should follow Victoria’s 
lead, but, unfortunately, our government is not going down that path. 
The member for Cottesloe also pointed out what the Auditor General has said. The Auditor General feels that we 
need a much more comprehensive report on the management of the pandemic, but, of course, this government has 
not seen fit to go down that pathway. Every time we have asked this government to consider an inquiry, we have 
been met with resistance. I do not think it is too much to ask of this government. We know that this government 
does not welcome scrutiny. We know it has avoided it. I think we have seen a demonstration of that today in the 
way this government has actually manipulated and abused the parliamentary system. I think today is quite a disturbing 
development. This week, in fact, the government is pushing and ramming legislation through simply because it 
has the numbers and because it can. It is not looking at transparency. It is certainly not looking at the ability of the 
opposition or any other stakeholders for that matter to have a look at the legislation and talk to the people who will 
be affected by it. As we pointed out earlier, the Public Health Act provides an opportunity, and the member for 
Cottesloe pointed out the questions we would like answered about why the directions issued pursuant to the 
Emergency Management Act cannot be pursued through the Public Health Act. There are a number of other questions 
relating to that. 
I want to finish with a few quick examples of situations in which the WA public has not been able to hold certain 
events, but other events have been able to occur. We saw the Port to Pub situation, whereby 500 people were in the 
water, but they were not able to hold that event. At the same time, we could have 30 000 people at Optus Stadium. 
We saw the Wagin Woolorama in my electorate. May I have an extension, please? 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Yes, a very short one; we are about to break. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I understand. 
The Wagin Woolorama is held at a venue that has 10 times the area of Optus Stadium. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I was getting towards the end of my contribution on the COVID-19 Response Legislation 
Amendment (Extension of Expiring Provisions) Bill, but I have had more time to think about it and I have 13 minutes 
left. I want to close with a few examples of some of the contrary things that we have seen with the arrangements 
with the Chief Health Officer. As I said, sometimes the people of Western Australia are wondering whether the 
Chief Health Officer’s advice is being tailored to meet with the Premier’s decisions. Sometimes I also wonder 
whether cabinet members have anything to say or whether it is a matter of whatever the Premier says goes. The 
Port to Pub swim was a classic example of that. There would have been 500 people in the water, but that did not meet 
the health requirements. At the same time, however, we could have 30 000-odd people at Optus Stadium all sitting next 
to each other. The people of WA cannot quite understand how these things work together. The Wagin Woolorama 
would have covered 10 times the area of Optus Stadium, with about 10 000 people attending each day on the Friday 
and Saturday, but it was not allowed to go ahead. At the same time, Optus Stadium was at 50 per cent capacity 
and could cram 30 000-odd people into an area one-tenth the size of the Wagin Woolorama, which was not allowed 
to go ahead. Those are the sorts of examples that the people of Western Australia scratch their heads at and wonder 
what is going on. As the member for Cottesloe pointed out, currently we can go into a restaurant and be unvaccinated, 
but the person who serves us has to be vaccinated. How does that translate with the Chief Health Officer’s advice? 
Another example during the pandemic was a father was allowed to be at the maternity hospital for the delivery, but once 
the baby was delivered, that was it; he could not go back up to see the baby or the mother of the child. That is another 
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example that many of my constituents who were in that situation at the time found very upsetting. Back in the early 
days of the pandemic, a husband and wife had been separated because one was being looked after in aged care and could 
not be seen by their spouse because they were in the wrong development commission area. They could not cross the 
border to go to see their spouse of 50 years because of the government’s requirements. Those are some examples. 
As I said earlier, 5 February 2022 was the turning point. The Premier had given an unequivocal statement that that 
was the date on which our families and international students and the like would be able to come into WA. International 
students around the world and vice-chancellors of universities could not believe it. They had geared up everything 
for 5 February, but what happened? The Premier made an arbitrary decision to extend the border closure for another 
three weeks. He then started backpedalling when he saw the public’s response to his command-and-control method, 
with the Emergency Management Amendment (COVID-19 Response) Act. We saw this method today. We had 
this stuff coming out from the Premier about having to come back into Parliament every time the government 
wants to make a change to this legislation, so we should just extend the provisions for six months. We do not mind 
coming back! We do not mind coming back if there is a reason to come back. 
This arbitrary decision and this urgency were not explained at all by the Leader of the House. Early April was 
when the Premier signposted that he was going to need to extend this scenario, but we got a briefing at 11.30 this 
morning to tell us what is going on with this legislation. It is an abuse of Parliament and it is disappointing to 
members on this side of Parliament, as I said. Today when the member for Cottesloe was talking about the abuse 
of Parliament, I thought I saw agreement from several of the backbenchers, who obviously will not say anything, 
but some of them certainly agree that this is an abuse of Parliament. I just want to point out that when this government 
first came into power, it talked about gold-standard transparency and the like. This is the exact opposite of gold-standard 
transparency. A lot of our members, the public and our constituents are starting to question what is going on here. 
We know the Premier has a taste for it, like Daniel Andrews in Victoria, but even Victoria has taken steps to justify 
any changes. As the member for Cottesloe and I explained during our speeches, those changes need to be justified 
when we are continuing in a state of emergency at the Premier’s whim. 
I very much appreciate our health workers. I very much appreciate our police who have helped my constituents 
and I am sure those of all members of Parliament during Operation Tide over the last couple of years, but there is 
a point when we need to come back to COVID normal. As we pointed out, we obviously have large case numbers 
at the moment, but we have very low ICU numbers. As an opposition, we are wondering how long will this 
government and this Premier keep holding onto this? We are seeing the Premier’s arrogance. We are seeing the 
Premier trading on people’s fear with a rhetoric of keeping them safe, when, in actual fact, he just does not want 
to lose control. I will end my contribution there.  
MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Environment) [7.09 pm] — in reply: We have had an interesting 
contribution from members opposite on the COVID-19 Response Legislation Amendment (Extension of Expiring 
Provisions) Bill 2022. I appreciate the fact that they took some time to make some comments; however, I have to 
say that they were silly, puerile and lacking in substance. I think it points to a real disconnect that still exists 
between the opposition and everyday Western Australians, because at every stage of this COVID-19 emergency, 
the opposition has wrong footed itself at every turn. Opposition members wanted to open the borders. They sided 
with Clive Palmer. They wanted to open up too soon. Now, they are trying to argue that we should walk away from 
a simple piece of infrastructure that underlies or supports the state of emergency arrangements that have served us 
so well for so long. These arrangements have protected the lives of Western Australians. They have kept lockdowns 
to an absolute minimum. Western Australia has been perhaps the freest community on the planet during COVID. 
Our freedom has been guaranteed with these effective directions that have protected us and kept COVID out. It 
was the Western Australian government that decided to let COVID in when vaccinations were high enough to give 
us a soft landing. Virtually no other jurisdiction on the planet had that benefit. These arrangements have served us 
incredibly well. The other point I would like to make is that these arrangements have protected our economy. They 
have kept lockdowns to an absolute minimum—a number of days compared with months and months on the east 
coast. That has meant that our economy has stayed strong and people have stayed in employment. These provisions 
have served us incredibly well. 
I speak to many people. I am sure my colleagues in this place will share their experiences, but opposition members 
talked about what ordinary, everyday Western Australians are saying and feeling and suggested that they are getting 
angry. Well, I think they would be angry all right—angry about the way the opposition has handled itself during 
this pandemic. I think they would be angry and concerned if they knew the opposition was trying to take away the 
safeguards that are in place. I speak to many people. Time and again I have spoken to people who have said that 
they are lifelong, rusted-on Liberal voters, but they supported us at the last election. They go out of their way to 
praise the Premier and his government for the way in which it has protected our state. It is incredible. The last election 
result was pretty incredible too, but the way the people of Western Australia regard this government and its handling 
of COVID is virtually unequalled on the planet. The opposition would undermine the very provisions that have 
allowed us to get this far so safely. We are in the middle of a deadly global pandemic. The case numbers today in 
Western Australia were over 12 000. We are not through this yet. The directions have been greatly reduced, but 
a small number of directions are still in place to protect Western Australia. 
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Opposition members talked about being surprised—that this extension caught them off guard. They have known 
for six months that the current legislation will expire on 4 July 2022. When the legislation passed the Parliament 
six months ago, opposition members knew that it would expire within six months. They also talked about the Premier 
indicating in early April that he would consider an extension, so, again, this comes as no surprise. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: This legislation comes as no surprise. The government wanted to make the best judgement 
on the way forward with the most up-to-date information. That is why we are at this point to make this decision. 

Members opposite talked about their extensive workload. Seriously, this is the bill. There is a contents page—that 
is one page. There is a title page—that is another page. It has one, two, three, four pages. There are big gaps on each 
page. We could fit it on one page if we wanted to! It is not the Magna Carta and it is not War and Peace; it is virtually 
a three-page document. The bill has nine clauses, member. What is more, it is exactly the same legislation that has 
been passed three times before. Members opposite have debated this in the Parliament three times before. It is the 
same legislation. 

Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: I heard the member for Cottesloe in silence for the most part. 

The only change is the date; it will extend it to 4 January 2023. That is the only change. This is it—nine clauses. 

Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): Member for Cottesloe, I think the minister has indicated that he is 
not entertaining interjections, thank you. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: Members opposite talked about not voting for this legislation tonight. Is that true? Are they 
going to support this? 

Dr D.J. Honey: You’ve got to convince us about whether it’s worth supporting or not. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: No. The member for Cottesloe stated earlier that he would not support it. Does he still believe 
that? Is that still his position? 

Dr D.J. Honey: You haven’t given a single response to my questions, so how can we support it? 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: If the member for Cottesloe does not support it, what will replace the power to give effect to 
those directions? 

Dr D.J. Honey: The Public Health Act. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: How will that be done? The member for Cottesloe mentioned about coming into this place and 
passing legislation. Every time there is a change, every time a direction is withdrawn, every time a new direction is — 

Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: Member, hear me out. Every time a new direction is required, will we bring it back to Parliament 
and debate it? 

Dr D.J. Honey: No; you don’t have to do that under the Public Health Act. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: The member for Cottesloe said that he wanted to see the debate. There have been 570 directions 
during COVID-19. That is a lot of legislation. That is a lot of amendments. 

Dr D.J. Honey: The Public Health Act has broad powers already, so you are misleading. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: No, I am not. I heard the member for Cottesloe talk very clearly about coming back and debating 
the changes. 

Dr D.J. Honey: No. We said that if you need to make changes to the Public Health Act to give you those broader 
powers, then come back here and we’ll support you. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: The other component of this legislation is the protection of frontline workers. We had 
a comment from the member for Cottesloe tonight that we should reduce the maximum penalties. 

Dr D.J. Honey: No, I said you should go back to the seven years. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: No, I heard him. He cannot make statements and then change Hansard after the fact. I heard 
the member for Cottesloe overwhelmingly in silence, and I expect him to pay me the same respect. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: With respect, minister, you did ask the member questions, so you invited some responses. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: I did ask him a question. That was before; I am moving on. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: You are moving on; excellent. 
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Mr R.R. WHITBY: I think we heard both members opposite, but certainly the member for Cottesloe, talk about 
reducing the maximum penalties for offences against frontline workers. What sort of signal would that send to 
police and nurses? 
Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Cottesloe, I am calling you to order! 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: Member for Cottesloe, this is not your opportunity; you have had your say. 
I will go through some of the incidents that have happened recently. This is what frontline workers have to endure 
in this state on occasion. A person deliberately coughed on four nurses in a COVID isolation ward. A person spat 
on three police officers in a police vehicle and then said that they had COVID. A person spat directly in the face 
of a police officer and said, “COVID is real and you’re going to die now.” This is what our frontline workers have 
to put up with, and members opposite want to reduce the maximum penalty. What sort of signal would that send? 
This one is probably the worst. This is disgusting. A person removed the face mask of a woman police officer and 
spat inside her mouth. These are the types of things, not imagined but real, that are happening out there on the front 
line. This is why we need this legislation to protect these frontline workers, and the member is suggesting that we 
reduce the maximum penalty. 
Members opposite talk about their contact with the community and say that people are worried about all sorts of 
things. As I said before, my experience is that the general community is overwhelmingly supportive of way the 
government has responded to COVID-19. Our government has taken a central, sensible approach. I am concerned 
that the more our government takes a central considered, sensible, middle-of-the-road approach, which has proved 
so popular with the people of Western Australia, the inclination for members opposite is to go to extremes—to keep 
going and try to appeal to that small body of people. It is dog whistling to the extremists when members opposite 
stand in this place and talk about these basic protections that have served us so well. 
When COVID-19 first came on the scene, did anyone here know that would happen? Did anyone foresee COVID-19 
emerging in the community? I do not think anyone saw it. We knew that there was a danger from viruses and there 
had been incidents in previous years, but no-one could know when and how that would play out. Likewise, no-one 
saw the Delta variant come along. No-one saw Omicron. We knew that there was a possibility, but we could never 
be sure of what was around the corner, yet members opposite are saying that it is now time to get back to normal. 
What is it that the member knows about our future that we do not? I mean, what — 
Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Cottesloe! 
Mr P.J. Rundle interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Roe! Member for Cottesloe! 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: The member knows we will never get another variant; this is over. This is what we call 
COVID-normal. We can rest easy, can we? We can pack up and go home. 
Mr P.J. Rundle interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! At the risk of being nicknamed Statler and Waldorf, I would appreciate it 
if you can desist. 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: The truth is we do not know what is around the corner. We really do not. We do not know 
when we will need to respond. The current situation allows a range of directions to be implemented and we have 
had many over the period. At the moment, a small list of directions applies. As I said, over the journey, there have 
been many, many others—570 in total. Some of the directions that the opposition would have us walk away from 
tonight include the requirement of face covering in our aged-care homes and hospitals. The earlier comment was 
that it would not support this legislation. What will happen on 4 July this year if there is no power to give effect 
to directions that require people visiting very vulnerable people in aged-care homes and hospitals to wear a face 
mask? There is no explanation of how that would be dealt with. There is no explanation about how we would 
require people to isolate if they have COVID. There would be no power to stop cruise vessels. Imagine if a cruise 
vessel emerged off our coast with a new strain of COVID. That is not pie-in-the-sky stuff. That has happened in 
Western Australia. We would have no power to stop those infected people getting off at Fremantle and spreading 
right throughout the state. There would be no authority to regulate the entry of high-risk vessels into our ports. There 
would be nothing stopping people with COVID from going to very remote Aboriginal communities. Not supporting 
this bill and saying that they do not want this bill passed basically says that in all those situations, there would be 
no protection and nothing to underlie the authority of those directions. 
This legislation has served our state incredibly well and it is not in itself an extension of the state of emergency. 
That requires the Minister for Emergency Services to sign-off on an extension every 14 days. When that happens, 
this bill provides the authority for the directions to exist and to be used. Some of the commentary I have heard 
tonight was that this should not be a rolling situation. The alternative is permanent legislation that would require 
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us all to go back and forward to Parliament to pass legislation or to withdraw it. We have a situation in which the 
Minister for Emergency Services is comfortable. He cannot sign the extension of the emergency provisions at any 
time when it rolls over every 14 days. We could get out of this a lot quicker under these arrangements than under 
the kind of thing that the opposition is proposing. 
It requires another six months of an underlying framework that supports our directions. None of us can know what 
is around the corner. We are not like other states, because we delayed the arrival of the virus into our state for so 
long that we are now reaching our peak. There is not an equivalence with other states and what they are going through. 
Because of our great work in creating a very soft landing, we are only now reaching our peak in cases. We do not 
know what is around the corner. We believe we put Western Australia in the very best position of any jurisdiction 
in the world. We have probably the highest rates of vaccinations on the planet and that has put us in a very good 
position, but we do not know what is around the corner. We do not know what new variant might come, how 
transmissible it will be or how effective our vaccines will be against it. This is an arrangement that gives us the power 
to implement new directions as required and gives us the ability to respond in a very quick and effective way. 
The proof is in the pudding. We have been very successful in our handling, and this law is part of the reason we 
are in this position right now. The opposition has said that it is not going to support it. I hope it changes its mind, 
but what is the alternative? It is coming back to Parliament multiple times every time something is required and then 
that legislation gets locked in and then how do we get out of it? We would need to end or withdraw that legislation. 
This is an effective piece of legislation. It is a simple piece of legislation. Nine simple clauses will simply extend 
the current circumstances for another six months and then every 14 days the Minister for Emergency Services will 
sit down with the Commissioner of Police and become satisfied whether it needs to be extended. I implore members 
to reconsider their position and support the government on this. It is a very sensible piece of legislation. It has support 
and confidence amongst the community. We are in a very good place right now in our response to COVID-19. We 
are seeing daily case-load figures increase and we are seeing, tragically, deaths, but it is a very different scenario 
from what we would have had without this legislation.  
I commend the bill to the house and I urge the opposition to support it. 
Question put and passed. 
Bill read a second time. 
[Leave denied to proceed forthwith to third reading.] 

Consideration in Detail 
Clause 1: Short title — 
Dr D.J. HONEY: I will say how disappointing! That was probably the most offensive and disappointing speech 
the minister has given in this place. That is a shame. The minister is clearly acting under instructions. I asked 
five really simple questions. I said in good faith that these are the questions that we need clarity on, and asked whether 
the minister could give me answers. They were simple questions. They were not tricky or unusual questions. I am 
sure the minister’s advisers would have been aware of the tenor of the questions that would be asked in this place. 
The minister did not have the common courtesy to answer even one of those questions; instead, the minister gave 
a gratuitous and insulting speech to the members of this house. The minister may feel very smug. The minister is 
clearly getting affected by the same disease as some of his colleagues in this place who think they can do what they like. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): Member, I think we need to treat each other with some respect. 
I think your pejorative terms are not going to advance the matter. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much, Acting Speaker. That was my point. In relation to this clause, how was 
the decision to extend the sunset clause for a six-month period reached? Was there consideration of a shorter 
period, or another period? How was that decided? 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: I do not think that is relevant to the title of the bill. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister, the short title debate tends to range relatively widely. 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: Does it? Okay. The decision was ultimately a decision of cabinet, member. Obviously, there 
have been a number of extensions to this bill previously. The first ran for 12 months from when COVID first occurred; 
the second was for three months, taking into consideration an election period and to give a new government the 
opportunity to respond; and, subsequently, it has been extended for six months at a time. We could have chosen 
12 months, but we have tempered it because we want to limit the time and be able to have this review and the 
opportunity to talk about these issues in Parliament. It is about getting it right. We could argue that three months 
is too soon and 12 months is too long. The happy medium has most of the time been six months. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Minister, we are not seeking to drag this out unnecessarily, but there are some questions that 
we want answers to, and we will go through these as quickly as we reasonably can. In relation to that decision of 
cabinet, was any advice provided to cabinet to justify the requirement for a six-month extension; and will the 
minister table that advice if it was given? 
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Mr R.R. WHITBY: Member, it was a decision of cabinet. I am not going to reveal the discussions and the advice 
to cabinet. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Can the minister tell me how many cabinet meetings the government has had between early 
April and yesterday, I am assuming? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, I think that is trespassing a little wider than is necessary to debate this bill. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: It is further to the previous question, which was trying to ascertain the lack of notice pursuant 
to that. That is what I was trying to link to. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: That is fine, but I rule that it is probably going too far. The member for Cottesloe. 

Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much, Acting Speaker. In fact, I think I should refer to you as chair, should 
I not, in consideration in detail? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Whatever item of furniture you feel comfortable with. 

Dr D.J. HONEY: Okay. Thanks very much. In relation to this legislation, the minister said that it was a cabinet 
decision, and we have heard that, therefore, any information is cabinet-in-confidence. Was the legislation presented 
to cabinet or was this in fact a decision of the State Disaster Council? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, you are just trying to canvass cabinet deliberations by the back door. You 
have got an answer from the minister. Let us move on. 

Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much, Acting Speaker. Minister, we have covered — 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I can give you the call if it is another question. 

Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much; I need the exercise tonight. We have heard, and it has been presented in 
the debate, that other states have made different choices in winding down their COVID response. The minister 
talked about the number of COVID infections. The number of COVID infections in Victoria, for example, is about 
half the level of COVID infections in Western Australia. Today, Victoria reported over 10 000 COVID infections—
I am talking about the rate. The state of Victoria still has a substantial number of COVID infections, yet it is managing 
that through another legislative approach. Every other state has progressed to another way of dealing with COVID. 
What is so different about Western Australia that we cannot go down the path of Victoria, for example? The minister 
made the interesting point that if we were to go down the Victorian path, we would have to come back to this place 
again and again. That is not the case in Victoria. Victoria has a simple piece of legislation. What I have also indicated 
to the minister is that my understanding of the Public Health Act — 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Is there a question among all this? 

Dr D.J. HONEY: Yes. I am just getting to that question. The minister raised a point in his second ready reply 
about the other mechanisms that could be used. The Public Health Act provides extraordinarily wide powers. Some 
simple modifications to that act could deal with all the points that I have heard the minister raise on this matter. 
Why is the experience in this state so different that we have to go down this other path, when other states are ending 
their COVID response? 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: It has been different. Our response has been a lot better. The member made a comment about 
the cases in Victoria. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister, it might be good for the purposes of Hansard if you could remove your mask. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: Yes; apologies, Acting Speaker. We know that Victoria has a much larger population, so the 
rate here is quite significant in comparison. We have followed the same legislative framework for the past two years, 
and it has been very effective. Those are the key differences. 

Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much, Acting Speaker, for the reminder about the mask. Perhaps we can do 
this in debate on another part of the bill, but this is as good as any. What directions remain in place at the moment, 
and does the minister expect those directions to remain active? 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: Ten directions are currently in place under section 72A. They are the Air Travel (Face Covering) 
Directions (No 2); COVID Transition (Face Covering) Directions (No 7); COVID Transition (International Border) 
Directions; COVID Transition (Testing and Isolation) Directions (No 13); Maritime Crew Vessel Directions (No 3); 
Maritime Crew Member Directions (No 9); Proof of Vaccination Directions (No 6); Regulated Entry of Higher 
Risk Vessels into Western Australia Directions (No 2); Remote Aboriginal Communities Directions (No 5); and 
Transitioning Aircraft Passengers Directions (No 6). 

Dr D.J. HONEY: How many of those directions could be dealt with under the Public Health Act? 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: The member is seeking a legal interpretation or an opinion, which is contrary to standing orders. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: That is probably more appropriately dealt with, member, under the operational side. 
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Dr D.J. HONEY: Were additional members considered for inclusion for COVID management to be more efficient, 
for example? 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: I do not understand the question. Can the member please repeat it or explain it in a different way? 

Dr D.J. HONEY: It is about whether there are ways that these measures could be carried out more efficiently in 
relation to the management of COVID, or whether the minister believes that this is the only way those matters can 
be handled. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: That is probably seeking an opinion, too, minister. 

Dr D.J. HONEY: In relation to this overall process, has the minister or the government given any consideration 
to having a review of the measures and the efficiency of the measures to date under this bill? 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: I am not the Minister for Emergency Services; he is in another place. I can only go to the 
public commentary that exists out there. Indeed, I think it is the member who said that the time for a review is after 
the pandemic. I think the Premier indicated today that after we have dealt with this situation and in some future 
period, it would be worth looking at all the processes, the state and federal cooperation, the operations of national 
cabinet and the way that the pandemic has been handled. I agree with the member’s earlier comments that the time 
for that is not in the middle of a pandemic; it is after it. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I just counsel you, member, that you are really trying to go behind deliberations. You 
should really address the import of the legislative provisions. 

Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much, Acting Speaker. I understand the answer that was given earlier that 
somehow or other we are asking for a legal opinion on what can be covered under the Public Health Act and this bill, 
but I cannot believe that with the expertise the minister has at the table and in the room, he cannot provide some level 
of advice. We have gone through exhaustively the table and the provisions in the Emergency Management Act 
and the Public Health Act, and our contention is that it appears that nearly all the provisions are covered in the 
Public Health Act. Perhaps to be quite specific, and I am sure the minister’s consultants can give him some advice, 
what regulations cannot be captured under the Public Health Act? I do not think that requires a legal opinion. This 
is just a straight comparison of two pieces of legislation, and the minister has his experts sitting at the table. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister, provide a partial answer if you can and we can probably move on. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: It is not a case of being beyond capacity; it is about the standing orders of this place in terms 
of giving a legal opinion. I want to remind the member that we are not here to consider the Public Health Act. This 
is about an extension of this particular legislation. 

Dr D.J. HONEY: I understand the answer the minister has given, but when we are going through the discussion 
and debate on this bill, one of our concerns is that it is not required that the Public Health Act provides an alternative. 
The minister even asked this himself in his response to the second reading. I think it is reasonable to say what cannot 
be captured; otherwise, I think it is fair for me to assume that the Public Health Act can capture it all. The minister 
has not given me one single piece of information to tell me how the current restrictions, or the requirements for 
managing COVID, cannot be covered by the Public Health Act. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister, do not answer that. I have been counselled by staff that although it is practice 
in the Council to canvass far and wide in relation to short titles, that is discouraged in this chamber. To some extent, 
you actually answered your own question, and you have already commented. The minister has taken that on board 
and I think we need to move on. If you have further questions in relation to the short title, I welcome them; if not, 
you might want to consider moving on. 

Clause put and passed. 

Clauses 2 to 4 put and passed. 

Clause 5: Section 338B amended — 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: Before we proceed, we will be dealing with matters relating to the Criminal Code, so I would 
like to ask some new advisers to join us. 

Dr D.J. HONEY: In relation to this clause and the criminal penalties, the minister, in his second reading reply, 
said that we had asked for a reduction in the penalties in the Criminal Code. That is simply untrue. 

Mr R.R. Whitby interjected. 

Dr D.J. HONEY: No, minister. I said that the extension to 10 years is not required, given that it appears the 
courts are not using it. Currently under the Criminal Code, the penalty is seven years. These powers will extend it 
to 10 years. The minister has said that these powers will be ultimately removed, so it will go back to seven years. 
There is nothing unusual or special about that. The point I made was based on the advice we were given about the 
maximum penalty that had been applied. Is the minister aware of how many charges have been laid, in fact, under 
the existing legislation? How many penalties have there been and what has been the maximum penalty? 
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister, you are being asked how many charges have been laid and what are the 
penalties therefore. 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: We are discussing clause 5. Is the member’s question in relation to proposed section 318 or 338B? 
Dr D.J. Honey: It is in relation to both, really, but yes, clause 5 is “Section 338B amended”. 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: Between 1 October 2021 to the present date, one person was charged under section 338B(2), 
the provision for threats. On 6 April 2022, a 44-year-old male was arrested for a separate matter by police. He 
declared to police that he was infectious with COVID-19. He was conveyed to Broome Police Station and after being 
conveyed to a holding cell he said to the officers, “I spit on you.” The male then turned his head towards the officers 
and coughed. He was charged and appeared at Broome Magistrates Court on 7 April and was fined.  
Dr D.J. HONEY: In relation to that matter, but more generally, would that person have been charged if this act 
did not apply in any case? I do not think I am asking for specific legal advice. Would that have been a penalty 
under the existing act? 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: Yes. Certainly, there would have been a charge for that offence, but I think the point the member 
is making is that there is not a requirement for an increased penalty under the provisions of this bill. I would argue 
that sending a clear message of deterrence to people who would behave in this way during the COVID-19 pandemic 
is a good thing, and also having a maximum penalty that is higher than that under non-pandemic conditions gives 
the judge more of a range to choose from. 
Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 6 and 7 put and passed. 
Clause 8: Act amended — 
Dr D.J. HONEY: At the risk of going over old ground—I am probably encouraging an early response from the 
Acting Speaker—the advice given in the briefing was that this is the most appropriate act to amend to deal with 
these measures. Was any consideration given to making amendments to any other appropriate acts to deal with 
these matters? 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: This is the legislation that has provided the framework for the last two years of the pandemic. 
We have seen how effective it has been and this is the legislation that we are seeking to extend. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Could the minister tell me what consequences, intended or otherwise, would arise from the 
temporary emergency powers ceasing to be available? 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: Quite simply, the directions would have no way to be enforced. They would not be effective. 
Police could not use them, we could not direct people to wear masks in aged-care centres, we could not direct people 
not to go into remote Aboriginal communities and we could not stop cruise ships arriving and disgorging infected 
passengers. Without this power to provide that the minister must re-sign every 14 days and give effect to the 
directions, they would simply not be in force. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: What advice has the State Emergency Coordinator or the State Emergency Management 
Committee provided to government in support of these arrangements? 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: The State Emergency Management Committee does not provide advice to government. It 
certainly consists of people who are very effective, including a number of ministers, the Commissioner of Police, 
the Chief Health Officer and others. It gives effect to the directions and the decisions of government. 
Clause put and passed. 
Clause 9: Section 2 amended — 
Dr D.J. HONEY: This clause obviously sets the date for the extension of powers, which is 4 January 2023. We 
discussed a little earlier this evening that Victoria has more than 10 000 infections. Given that it is many months—
possibly 12 months—ahead of this state, it would seem reasonable to believe that there will still be thousands of 
COVID infections in the community in 12 months’ time. In fact, there are likely to be many thousands of COVID 
infections in the community in two years’ time. How has the government alighted on the date of 4 January 2023? 
The minister has indicated that this is the only way that the government is considering to manage this matter. In 
setting this date, has it set a threshold for the number of infections? Has it modelled it and estimated that there will 
be a certain number of infections? Is there a target for when we will no longer need the emergency management 
powers? How did the government come to that particular date? What was the logic in coming to that date? 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: I remind the member that I am no longer the Minister for Emergency Services, but simply 
represent him in this chamber. This pandemic has been unpredictable. There has always been a desire by some 
people to have some sort of formula or some sort of black-and-white journey forward that says that once this happens, 
we will do this. In the past, that has proved to be unwise, because we do not know where this is going. We do not 
know whether there will be a new variant. We saw that South Australia had set a course to open up and I think that 
was a mistake. 
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I want to show the member this list. It has quite a number of pages; 563 directions have now ended under the 
current arrangements. This is a list of the number that are currently in force. The beauty of the arrangements we 
have in place is that at any time we can add to or take away from this list. It gives us the ability to remove directions 
as they are seen to no longer be required or to make them fit for purpose as circumstances change. It is quite a good 
way of responding to COVID, because COVID is unpredictable. I think we agree on that, and this is a way of 
responding as and when required. I know there is an interest in getting through this and there is the thought of this 
being beyond us. I honestly cannot tell members when that will be; I do not think anyone can. But this is the 
evidence of the effectiveness of our approach that has been so successful in Western Australia. We can bring on 
directions or we can take them away. I would argue that this is a very light touch. This is crucial. These people are 
the most vulnerable—people in aged-care centres, people who are sick in hospital and people in remote Aboriginal 
communities. Heavens, we do not want another Ruby Princess. These directions protect us. They are a light touch 
and are a world away from where we have been over the journey. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: The point we have made a number of times, and the point that I made in my contribution to the 
second reading debate, is that we recognise and accept that there are things that the government needs to continue 
to do, but the Public Health Act is a perfectly good vehicle and, with some minor amendments, it could do all the 
things that the government is doing with this bill, other than those clauses that relate to criminal matters. As we 
have already indicated, it is clear, based on the charges to date, that there has been no sentence even approaching 
the existing maximum penalty, so clearly it is not a matter that is under threat. 
Just in relation to getting to the date of 4 January 2023, I think the minister can anticipate our concern here. We 
accept that the government has to do things, but unfortunately, under the Emergency Management Act, there is 
zero transparency for the community and the opposition in relation to any of the reasoning. These things simply 
come out as edicts. We are told they are necessary, and that is the end of it. We cannot ask questions. We are told 
that everything that goes into those decisions is secret. Based on what the minister has told me this evening, why 
would anything change? I can see us being here in November and having another urgent bill being shoved through 
to extend it again, because every single piece of logic that the minister has used to justify this extension will apply 
at the end of this year. In fact, it will apply in the middle of next year and at the end of next year. Based on what the 
minister has said, we can expect to see no end to this. The government does this in six-month tranches; that is the 
logic it has used to reach this stage and to justify the continuation of these powers. It is very important that we manage 
this well, but society is largely functioning as normal, and this is clearly not the situation we had at the start of this 
crisis. Why not just be honest and set a date? Nothing will change; in three years’ time we will have thousands of 
COVID infections. People will be dying of COVID and there will be new variants of COVID, despite all the reasons 
the government has given tonight. Is it therefore reasonable for me to assert that, based on what the minister has 
told us today, this will not end and the government will take this to the next election as a state emergency? 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: I am trying to get my head around the logic here, because we both agree that this is unpredictable. 
I know there is a desire to put it behind us, but we cannot do that because we just do not know. I think the member 
wanted me to put an end date on it. That would be nice, but I cannot do that. As I said before, the fact that we are 
down to this many directions means that, effectively, there could be no directions, or we could be down to one 
or two. The government will be able to look at the situation in six months. Hopefully, we will continue to get 
through this—I hope that is the case—and we will be able to look at what will be required at the time, but we need 
to set a time line. If the member wants me to set a year or two years and be done with it, who knows? I think that 
would have been a long time. I think six months makes sense and there will be an opportunity for the government, 
when we approach that new sunset date, to reconsider. The member wants us to get back to normal, and this is very 
close to normal: 10 directions. People are free; they can go to hotels, they can go to work and they can travel. They 
can go overseas and people from overseas can come here. What the opposition is after is essentially here and now, 
but we need to safeguard in case things change. 
Again, this is an elegant, simple system that has served us so well. Why would we want to change it? It has got us 
to this point and has given us one of the best results on the planet. Importantly, these directions are about the most 
vulnerable people in our community, including people in aged care and seniors with lots of other conditions. We 
talk about the low death rate in Western Australia, and we should be thankful for that, but every day, virtually, 
we hear about a tragic loss of life, and that is someone’s father, mother or grandparent who has died. We can say, 
“Well, they’re of advanced years. People of that age can get the flu or whatever”, but I do not think it tempers people’s 
grief to think that it is somehow okay for a loved one to die of COVID because they were at the end of their life 
anyway. Every day is precious, and if someone is in a very vulnerable situation, we should protect them. Those lives 
are precious. There are also whole remote Indigenous communities that could be endangered. 
This is about effectively living a normal life, as we are today. We are back with a full chamber today and we are 
almost back to normal, but we will keep this small handful of directions in place to protect the most vulnerable. If we 
wake up tomorrow morning and there is a new variant rampaging in Europe, we will know that we have the legislative 
infrastructure in place to protect us very efficiently. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: No-one wants to see people die and no-one wants to see people not being properly protected. 
Having said that, every year about 120 people in this state die of influenza, and we can expect this to go on. The 
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point I am trying to get to in relation to the date that has been set is that the government has not given any explanation 
to indicate that it will ever end, and we could simply come back to rolling six-month reviews. Every fact the 
government has stated in relation to this virus will apply. Even at the end of this year we are very likely to have 
5 000 or 6 000 COVID infections per day, and people will die of COVID. It is not going to stop; COVID will be 
with us forever, or certainly for the foreseeable future unless there is some magic, and this date will never end. That 
is the concern. We have a powerful tool in the Public Health Act, which allows the government to give directions 
on a range of matters; it is very, very broad. That is how we can move back to normal. If the Public Health Act is 
deficient in small ways, let us amend the Public Health Act so that we can manage this in a normal way, using those 
broad powers, but allowing the government to focus on specific issues such as the requirement of a 24-hour renewal 
for clauses on masks and the like. 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: I think we are going around in circles. I have explained how we have a very effective and 
successful mechanism for dealing with this. I have explained how we are down to 10 directions from well over 500. 
Maybe they could be reduced further, but the issue is that we are living fairly normal lives and we still need to 
protect the vulnerable. The opposition wants an end date and it wants this to be over. We all want that, but I am not 
going to walk away from the risk to people in aged care, for instance. The member for Cottesloe mentioned that 
people die of influenza every year in their advanced years, and that is true, but really? Are we really not prepared 
to simply wear a mask to go into an aged-care home because it might save the life of someone in their 90s? 
Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: This direction ensures that will happen. I know the opposition has always argued against us, 
and I do not know how successful we have to be in dealing with this pandemic before it begins to support us, but 
I urge the member to realise the effectiveness, efficiency and elegance of the system we have created. It has done 
remarkable things to help protect this state. There is a small number of people in Western Australia who have an 
issue with this, but overwhelmingly the people I speak to, from all walks of life, have valued the protections that 
this government has offered against the pandemic and they are grateful. I have spoken to people who are questioning 
why the borders are open now. There are some Western Australians who actually want us to go back and not have 
new arrivals here. It is always about a balance in assessing risk and making the right decisions for the state. It is 
not easy, but I think we have done incredibly well.  
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I must say I share the member’s scepticism when the minister mentions that another variant 
is potentially always around the corner or something could happen in Europe or whatever. The question is: when will 
it come to an end? But I will leave that aside for the moment. Is it going to roll on to March 2025? Who knows? 
In closing, I assume that the one element that has been added is the cruise ship scenario. Is that the one new element 
to this or is that just one of the things that it has been condensed down to? 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: That is what has existed and we believe that it is appropriate and should continue. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Under the international health guidelines, if you like, if someone comes into a port and they 
are not well, it is the job of the government of the day to look after them. What difference is there between this 
scenario versus a normal state of affairs when we are not operating under the state Emergency Management Act? 
Is there any difference whatsoever? 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: These directions can control the number of people who can be on a cruise ship, and they also 
put an obligation on the ship’s captain and, I imagine, the shipping company to appropriately deal with the situation. 
But let us go back to when we did have a cruise ship with cases on board. These directions are effective in giving 
control and authority to our police to handle that in a safe way. We saw in Sydney the fiasco with the Ruby Princess, 
with the New South Wales and the federal government releasing hundreds of infected people onto the streets of 
Sydney. I think that was our first superspreader event. It resulted in our first case in Western Australia. Our first 
deaths came from the Ruby Princess—a cruise ship. These important directions protect us. 
Clause put and passed. 
Title put and passed. 

Third Reading 
MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Environment) [8.13 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a third time. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Did you want to speak to it? 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: No, I think I have said enough tonight. I am very happy. 
DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe — Leader of the Liberal Party) [8.13 pm]: We come into this place and we debate 
matters, but we get the sort of strong view from the other side that if we ask questions or challenge the government 
in any way, somehow or other this is a moral failing or some other failing on our part. If we did not do that, we 
would not be doing our job in Parliament. In fact, we are trying to help the minister in this matter. The reason we 
think the minister needs help in this matter is that, as I said before and as was discussed in the consideration in 
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detail phase, there is nothing the minister has told us tonight that indicates that these emergency powers will ever 
end—not one thing. Every single thing the minister has used tonight to justify the continuing of these emergency 
powers past 4 July will exist at the end of the year. We will have substantial numbers of COVID infections in the 
community. There will be new and unexpected variants in the community. People will die of or with COVID, and 
the deaths will be reported as COVID-related deaths in the same way that deaths are being reported now. There 
will be numerous COVID-related deaths at the end of this year. I wish that were not the case; I wish there was 
a magic spell. 
It is very clear is that the vaccines we have are not as effective as most vaccines. We have to have these vaccines 
much more frequently. I have had three vaccines. I will have my fourth vaccination shortly, and that is likely to 
go on. So that is a vaccination every six months, essentially, post the vaccines being implemented. So every single 
thing the minister has discussed here—the ease of the government making decisions and the rapidity of being able 
to make decisions—will all exist. The justification that is given for this extension is a justification to extend the 
powers in the Emergency Management Act forever, and I think that is the wrong way to go about this. 
The Public Health Act—I encourage members to read the Public Health Act—has considerable powers. As I said, 
I am not going to hold this place up by going through that detail here; I do not think that serves any purpose. But 
members can inform themselves. There are considerable powers in the Public Health Act. It was indicated during the 
briefing. We were not given explicit details, but it was indicated during the briefing that there are some things — 
Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Yes. I thought the Leader of the House was going to terminate me there! I was starting to 
worry—a man of his power. It would have been like some Star Wars movie! 
It seems that minor amendments to the Public Health Act could deal with the issue of having to make certain types 
of restrictions in the future. From my understanding, most of the restrictions, most of the limitations, could have 
been done under the Public Health Act, but they were done in this legislation. We were told it was the most convenient 
way for the government to do it. In any case, there is also a model in Victoria for how to deal with those ongoing 
matters. As I pointed out, Victoria still has a very substantial number of cases, so there are other ways of doing it. 
As we said right at the outset, the state of emergency should be unusual; it should be exceptional. It should not be the 
normal. But it appears that the new normal is going to be constantly living under an Emergency Management Act, 
because none of the factors being used to justify this bill or the extension of this period to 4 January next year will 
have substantially changed by the end of this year or next year. They will continue. That cannot be the new normal. 
This cannot be the approach of the government. I mean, we will end up with zero transparency for how any of those 
decisions are being made. That is not the appropriate way to do it. That is not how we do it in a democracy. 
As I said at the outset, we understood at the start of this pandemic that it was extraordinary. That was very clear 
very early from the information coming from overseas. Of course, the eastern states were much more affected at 
the start of this because they had many more overseas visitors than us. So we had a chance to learn. Now we know 
how to manage this. We know how to control the spread of infection. We know what the important factors are. 
Yes, it is very important that we manage all that very well. We have consistently said that we appreciate that this 
is an enormous public health effort that will continue for some time, but it does not have to continue under the 
Emergency Management Act, and that is why we have expressed the concerns that we have tonight. I know that 
I cannot stray too far in the third reading debate, but this legislation was not done in a proper way and, unfortunately, 
it reinforces the concern that these provisions will continue for years and not for just six months. 
MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Environment) [8.20 pm] — in reply: I want to thank members 
opposite for their contributions on the COVID-19 Response Legislation Amendment (Extension of Expiring Provisions) 
Bill 2022 tonight. Unfortunately, pandemics do not come with an end date. They do not. We cannot set our clocks 
by them for when we might want them to finish. The member for Cottesloe seems to be desperate for me to give 
him a date, a month, a time when we can all walk away from this, but that is simply not possible. This is the nature 
of pandemics. The member for Cottesloe’s comment that a state of emergency should exist during extraordinary times 
is right. We are in a deadly global pandemic. The last one was in 1918. They are extraordinary, and we are in one 
now. Some people might be complacent about that fact, but we should not be. This response is fit for purpose and 
required. These controls and directions will help us protect Western Australian lives. As I said before, they can be 
dialled down to almost none. They are there to protect us and they are available if need be when circumstances change. 
I wish I had the crystal ball that the member for Cottesloe seems to have, but I am not sure whether his is working 
that well. I remember he said a few months ago in this chamber that there was no way that we would get to 
a vaccination rate of 90 per cent in Western Australia and that it had never been achieved anywhere on the planet 
and we were dreaming. 
Dr D.J. Honey: I said I would be the first to congratulate you, and I was! 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: That is what he said. He said it was never going to happen. 
Dr D.J. Honey: No, that’s not true. 



 [ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 10 May 2022] 1971 

 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: I will dig out the Hansard for you. 
That just goes to show that none of us, not even the member for Cottesloe, can be certain of what is going to happen 
in the future. 
I hope the pandemic goes on a downward trajectory and we can get through this, but a prudent and responsible 
government keeps the ability to respond to protect the community. If I were in the member’s position, I would not 
be sure that voting against these protections would go down too well with the broader community. We will get this 
legislation through this chamber. I invited the member to support it, and I still do, but if he opposes this, he will be 
on record as opposing provisions that will protect our most vulnerable people. I do not think that is a good look. 
Dr D.J. Honey: Minister, I meant to thank your staff and your advisers. I forgot to do that before. 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: Thank you, member. It is remiss of me to forget; thank you for reminding me. I would like 
to thank the long-suffering staff, who are here far later than they want to be—except one of them, maybe! I would 
like to thank everyone who is here tonight. I really appreciate the fact that you are here providing the advice and 
helping this legislation through. I thank members opposite for being here and taking part in the debate, and thank 
members in the chamber for listening intently. 
I commend the bill to the house. 
Question put and passed. 
Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 

FIREARMS AMENDMENT BILL 2021 
Returned 

Bill returned from the Council without amendment. 
House adjourned at 8.24 pm 

__________ 
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Questions and answers are as supplied to Hansard. 

CORONAVIRUS — HEALTH MODELLING — OMICRON VARIANT 

377. Ms M.J. Davies to the Premier: 

I refer to the document WA Department of Health Omicron COVID-19 modelling, tabled 22 February 2022 in the 
Legislative Assembly as tabled paper 963, and I ask: 

(a) Please confirm all variables input into the modelling; 

(b) How many sets of scenarios based on ‘simulations of epidemic growth’ were used as the basis for the 
modelling; and 

(c) For each simulation: 

(i) On what date was peak vaccine immunity expected to be reached; 

(ii) On what date was the anticipated peak for cases; 

(iii) What was the estimated daily number of positive cases leaking into the community expected to be; 

(iv) How many individuals were anticipated to be triaged from hospital by using COVID at home; 

(v) How many individuals were anticipated to require some sort of hospitalisation; and 

(vi) How many individuals were anticipated to require intervention through intensive care? 

Mr M. McGowan replied: 

(a) The WA Department of Health Omicron COVID-19 modelling considers a range of variables including 
transmissibility of the virus, protection conferred against infection and serious disease by two or three doses 
of the vaccine, benefits of the booster doses at various population coverage, waning of vaccine protection 
against infection and serious disease, and the severity of disease in both vaccination and unvaccinated 
populations leading to hospitalisations, intensive care unit admissions and deaths. 

Hospitalisation variables identified in Legislative Assembly tabled paper 963, WA Department of Health 
Omicron COVID-19 modelling, include: 

Time from symptom onset to hospital admission: 6 days, with a standard deviation of  +/– 1 day; 

Time spent in a general ward: 4 days, with a standard deviation of +/– 1.71 days; 

Time spent in a ventilated ICU bed: 5 days, with a standard deviation of +/– 2 days; 

Time spent in a non-ventilated ICU bed: 2 days, with a standard deviation of +/– 0.7 days; 

Time spent in a general ward before admission to ICU: 1 day; and 

Time spent in a general ward after discharge from ICU: 1 day. 

(b) The modelling conducted by the Department of Health analysed a number of pandemic scenarios for WA, 
based on a simulation of epidemic growth. Certain scenarios were not modelled due to the lack of 
available data and the diminishing efficacy of modelling at a too granular level. 

(c) For the scenario published in Legislative Assembly tabled paper 963, WA Department of Health Omicron 
COVID-19 modelling:  

(i) Peak vaccine immunity was expected to be reached in March 2022. 

(ii) It was anticipated that cases would peak 55 days from the start of epidemic growth, based on 
a concept of ‘day zero’ rather than a specific date. 

(iii) The estimated daily number of positive cases leaking in the community from interstate and 
international arrivals only was 13. The total daily number of positive cases leaking into the 
community from all sources was not estimated.  

(iv) The ‘COVID at home’ program was out-of-scope of the scenario modelling. 

(v) Between 4,545 and 6,826 individuals were anticipated to require some sort of hospitalisation 
within a period of 180 days. 

(vi) Between 547 and 883 individuals were anticipated to require intervention through intensive care 
within a period of 180 days. 
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CORONAVIRUS — HEALTH MODELLING — OMICRON VARIANT 
378. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the document WA Department of Health Omicron COVID-19 modelling, tabled 22 February 2022 in the 
Legislative Assembly as tabled paper 963, and I ask: 
(a) Please confirm all variables input into the modelling; 
(b) How many sets of scenarios based on ‘simulations of epidemic growth’ were used as the basis for the 

modelling; and 
(c) For each simulation: 

(i) On what date was peak vaccine immunity expected to be reached; 
(ii) On what date was the anticipated peak for cases; 
(iii) What was the estimated daily number of positive cases leaking into the community expected to be; 
(iv) How many individuals were anticipated to be triaged from hospital by using COVID at home; 
(v) How many individuals were anticipated to require some sort of hospitalisation; and 
(vi) How many individuals were anticipated to require intervention through intensive care? 

Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 377. 

CORONAVIRUS — HEALTH MODELLING — OMICRON VARIANT 
379. Ms M.J. Davies to the Premier: 
I refer to the document WA Department of Health Omicron COVID-19 modelling, tabled 22 February 2022 in the 
Legislative Assembly as tabled paper 963, and I ask: 
(a) Please confirm all variables input into the modelling; 
(b) Please table a copy of the raw data inputs used; and 
(c) Please table a copy of the mathematical equations used to predict the modelling? 
Mr M. McGowan replied: 
(a) Refer to Question on Notice 377 part (a). 
(b)–(c) The WA Department of Health Omicron COVID-19 Modelling is produced to inform decisions made by 

the Security and Emergency Committee of Cabinet and is Cabinet in Confidence. 
CORONAVIRUS — HEALTH MODELLING — OMICRON VARIANT 

380. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the document WA Department of Health Omicron COVID-19 modelling, tabled 22 February 2022 in the 
Legislative Assembly as tabled paper 963, and I ask: 
(a) Please confirm all variables input into the modelling; 
(b) Please table a copy of the raw data inputs used; and 
(c) Please table a copy of the mathematical equations used to predict the modelling? 
Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 379. 

CORONAVIRUS — HEALTH MODELLING — OMICRON VARIANT 
381. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Health: 
(1) I refer to the document WA Department of Health Omicron COVID-19 modelling, tabled 22 February 2022 

in the Legislative Assembly as tabled paper 963, and I ask: 
(a) Is there specific modelling for outbreaks in the following scenarios: 

(i) Aged care setting; 
(ii) Remote Aboriginal Communities; 
(iii) Regional Western Australia, where a hospital is present; 
(iv) Regional Western Australia, where there is no hospital or healthcare present; 
(v) Homeless community; 
(vi) Major events, such as a grand final for football; 
(vii) Retail venues, for example bottle shops; 
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(viii) Boarding schools; 
(ix) Step up, Step down facilities; 
(x) Women’s refuges; 
(xi) Camp schools; 
(xii) Prisons; 
(xiii) Childcare facilities; 
(xiv) Day hospital venues or physical rehabilitation facilities; 
(xv) Hotels, with both negative pressure and positive pressure environments; and 
(xvi) Other venues where there’s potential for high contact amongst a small group of people, 

where transmission is likely? 
(2) For all examples in (1), please provide details on how these scenarios had different variables compared 

to the baseline data? 
(3) If no scenario specific modelling has been done, why was this modelling not undertaken considering these 

high contact environments are widely accepted of being at greater risk of experiencing negative outcomes 
due to COVID-19? 

Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 382. 

CORONAVIRUS — HEALTH MODELLING — OMICRON VARIANT 
382. Ms M.J. Davies to the Premier: 
(1) I refer to the document WA Department of Health Omicron COVID-19 modelling, tabled 22 February 2022 

in the Legislative Assembly as tabled paper 963, and I ask: 
(a) Is there specific modelling for outbreaks in the following scenarios: 

(i) Aged care setting; 
(ii) Remote Aboriginal Communities; 
(iii) Regional Western Australia, where a hospital is present; 
(iv) Regional Western Australia, where there is no hospital or healthcare present; 
(v) Homeless community; 
(vi) Major events, such as a grand final for football; 
(vii) Retail venues, for example bottle shops; 
(viii) Boarding schools; 
(ix) Step up, Step down facilities; 
(x) Women’s refuges; 
(xi) Camp schools; 
(xii) Prisons; 
(xiii) Childcare facilities; 
(xiv) Day hospital venues or physical rehabilitation facilities; 
(xv) Hotels, with both negative pressure and positive pressure environments; and 
(xvi) Other venues where there is potential for high contact amongst a small group of people, 

where transmission is likely? 
(2) For all examples in (1), please provide details on how these scenarios had different variables compared 

to the baseline data? 
(3) If no scenario specific modelling has been done, why was this modelling not undertaken considering these 

high contact environments are widely accepted of being at greater risk of experiencing negative outcomes 
due to COVID-19? 

Mr M. McGowan replied: 
(1)–(3) Highly detailed scenarios such as those outlined in this question could not be modelled due to the lack of 

available data and the diminishing efficacy of modelling at a too granular level. WA Health continues to 
monitor community infections and hospitalisations related to COVID-19. This information is published 
on the HealthyWA website twice a week. 
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The modelling conducted by the WA Department of Health was focused on assessing the impact of various 
pandemic management and mitigation strategies at the macro level, rather than in specific settings. 
The model is based on the long-standing Susceptible-Exposed-Infectious-Recovered (SEIR) compartmental 
infectious diseases model, where a theoretically homogenous population is assumed within each compartment. 
To achieve greater heterogeneity and allow for the parametrisation of public health policies, the population 
groups are disaggregated into sub-compartments according to age, vaccination status, isolation status and 
origin (local or non-local); transmission dynamics within and between population groups are simulated using 
contact matrices from the Prem et al. (2017) study typically referenced in infectious diseases modelling, which 
represents interactions within four macro environments: home, school, work, and others. 
The level of disaggregation that can be applied to a large population is however limited by uncertain 
parameters and a lack of available data accurately representing interactions and relative susceptibility 
within specific micro-environments, thus imposing a trade-off between scope and heterogeneity. 
An independent review by expert modellers from the Telethon Kids Institute and Curtin University have 
determined that the WA Health model is consistent in structure and parametrisation to other Australian 
and international models used to inform government policy. 

LOCAL COMMUNITY COORDINATION TRIAL 

388. Ms L. Mettam to the Minister for Community Services: 
I refer to the “trial” of a Department of Communities office in Margaret River and its subsequent closure in 2020 
and ask: 
(a) Given the trial review was supposed to finish in January 2021, is this office now permanently closed: 

(i) If not, when will the office re-open; 
(ii) What will the opening hours be; and 
(iii) How many Full Time Equivalent staff will be employed; 

(b) When will the outcomes of the review of the trial be released; 
(c) If the office will remain permanently closed, what is the justification; and 
(d) Are there any other support services being implemented in Margaret River to address the increasing mental 

health needs: 
(i) If not, why not; and 
(ii) If yes, what are they and when will they be implemented? 

Ms S.F. McGurk replied: 
(a) (i)–(iii) The Department of Communities’ Margaret River office has not been open to the general public 

since 2018. 
Separately, Communities trialled a model of place-based service delivery known as Local 
Communities Coordination in Margaret River and other sites in 2019 and 2020. 

(b) Communities examined how the Local Communities Coordination trial could inform future service 
delivery, not where Communities offices are located or how they operate.  

(c) There has been no change to service delivery in the Shire of Augusta–Margaret River.  Communities staff 
continue to work out of the Margaret River office as required and have a regular presence in the Margaret River 
community. 

(d) (i)–(ii) Mental health support is primarily a service of the Department of Health and the Mental Health 
Commission. 

CORONAVIRUS — VACCINATION — FUNDING 

389. Mr R.S. Love to the Minister for Police: 
I refer to page 107 of the 2021–2022 Government Mid Year Review; COVID-19 Vaccination Community Funding 
Program, and I ask: 
(a) How much of the $500,000 allocated in 2021–2022 for the State Vaccine Commander to deliver a grant 

program providing support for local community activities to improve COVID-19 vaccination rates for 
priority groups in regional communities has been allocated; 

(b) Can you please list the groups and the amounts provided to each; and 
(c) What has been the process that was followed to determine each allocation? 
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Mr P. Papalia replied: 
The Western Australian Police Force advise: 
(a) Of the $329 550.28 allocated, $187 258.50 (56.8%) has been allocated to regional areas as at 18 March 2022. 
(b) Bega Garnibirringu Health Services Incorporated was approved for $1 100.00; City of Albany was approved 

for $5 000.00; Dr Graham Rowlands was approved for $1 000.00; Gaye Harris (Aboriginal Elder) was 
approved for $500.00; Geraldton Regional Aboriginal Medical Service was approved for $1 000.00; 
Great Southern Aboriginal Health Services was approved for $22 200.00; Laverton Community was 
approved for $500.00; Les Shultz – Norseman Aboriginal Elder was approved for $3 200.00; Lorraine Woods 
(Elder in Mandurah) was approved for $2 800.00; Moora Rotary Club was approved for $500.00; 
Neerigen Brook Primary School was approved for $1 000.00; Ngaanyatjarra Council Aboriginal Corporation 
was approved for $500.00; Ngaanyatjarra Health Service was approved for $2 000.00; Organisation of 
African Communities in Western Australia (OACWA) was approved for $5 400.00; Peter Farmer Designs 
was approved for $1 980.00; Shire of Cue was approved for $500.00; Shire of Dalwallinu was approved 
for $3 000.00; Shire of Dundas was approved for $6 000.00; Shire of Leonora was approved for $7 878.50; 
Shire of Mingenew was approved for $600.00; Shire of Northam was approved for $4 000.00; Shire of 
Pingelly was approved for $4 300.00; Shire of Quairading was approved for $5 000.00; South West 
Aboriginal Medical Service was approved for $15 000.00; The Nintirri Centre Inc. was approved for 
$6 150.00; Western Australia Country Health Services (WACHS) – Goldfields region was approved for 
$1 000.00; WACHS – Kimberley region was approved for $37 240.00; WACHS – Mid West region was 
approved for $8 000.00; Western Australia Police Force – Goldfields–Esperance was approved for 
$4 000.00; WA Police Force – Mid West–Gascoyne was approved for $4 500.00; WA Police Force – 
State Vaccine Command was approved for $25 060.00; Yulella Aboriginal Corporation was approved for 
$3 350.00; Yura Yungi Medical Service Aboriginal Corporation was approved for $3 000.00 as at 
18 March 2022. 

(c) To determine each allocation: 
(a) Receive detailed application form. 
(b) An application is assessed against the following criteria: 

(i) The Priority Group is identified – Aboriginal population, culturally and linguistically 
diverse. 

(ii) The anticipated number of vaccinations to be achieved against expenditure amount. 
(iii) The ability to expend requested funds within the identified timeframe. 
(iv) The lasting benefit to the community or high priority cohort. 
(v) Activity proposed for funding is not funded from other identified sources. 
(vi) Alignment to prudential practise within the WA Police Force.  

(c) An approval letter is issued if an application is successful, including a copy of the grant program 
terms and conditions, guidelines and outline. 

FORRESTFIELD–AIRPORT LINK — MODELLING 
390. Mr R.S. Love to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to your answer to Question on Notice 330 concerning the Forrestfield Airport Link, and I ask: 
(a) Will the Minister release the completed modelling of passenger numbers and the frequency of the service 

for when this line becomes operational, and if so when; 
(b) Can the Minister advise if modelling has been done on other train and bus services that may need to change 

their timetables, hours of operation and frequency of service as a result of the Forrestfield Airport Link 
commencing service? and will the Minister release this modelling and if so when; 

(c) Please detail the expected revenue and operating cost of the Forrestfield Airport Link passenger service 
over each of the years: 
(i) 2022–2023; 
(ii) 2023–2024; and 
(iii) 2024–2025; and 

(d) Please detail the expected changes to revenue and operating cost of all other train and bus services that will 
change their timetables, hours of operation and frequency of service as a result of the Forrestfield Airport Link 
commencing service, over each of the years: 
(i) 2022–2023; 
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(ii) 2023–2024; and 
(iii) 2024–2025? 

Ms R. Saffioti replied: 
(a) This information is likely contained within the project’s Project Definition Plan, however the Liberal and 

National parties continue to refuse to authorise the release of this document. 
(b) Work is ongoing in relation to bus routes and timetables, with community consultation recently occurring. 
(c) Refer to the relevant Budget Paper. 
(d) This is yet to be determined. 

BENTLEY HOSPITAL — MATERNITY UNIT 
391. Ms L. Mettam to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the decision to ‘temporarily’ cease maternity and gynaecological services at Bentley Hospital Maternity 
Unit on March 27, 2020, and I ask: 
(a) How many women gave birth at the unit in: 

(i) 2017–2018; 
(ii) 2018–2019; and 
(iii) 2019 to March 2020; 

(b) How many midwives and specialist gynaecological and obstetric staff were employed at the unit before 
it closed; 

(c) Of those employed at the maternity unit, how many were seconded to maternity units or other services at 
other hospitals (by each hospital); 

(d) How many of those midwives and other staff employed at the maternity unit resigned or were made 
redundant; and 

(e) Has a date been set to re-open the maternity unit: 
(i) If yes, what is the date; and 
(ii) If not, why not and will the unit remain permanently closed? 

Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
Following the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak in early 2020, the Bentley Heath Service Obstetrics and Gynaecology 
services closed temporarily in March 2020. The activity for the BHS was redistributed between King Edward 
Memorial Hospital (KEMH) and Armadale Health Service (AHS). 
(a) (i) 782 

(ii) 737 
(iii) 719 

(b) The Bentley Hospital Maternity Unit was staffed by 58 Midwives and 1 Advanced Skill Enrolled Nurse, 
1 Staff Obstetrician and Gynaecologist, 5 Community Midwifery Program Obstetrician and Gynaecologists, 
and 14 Community Midwifery Program General Practice Obstetricians. 

(c) The majority of clinical staff were relocated to King Edward Memorial Hospital (KEMH) and Armadale 
Health Service (AHS). 
11 midwives were relocated to AHS, 12 to KEMH, 2 to Fiona Stanley Hospital, 5 within the Bentley Health 
Service and 2 to the WA Country Health Service. 
1 Staff Obstetrician and Gynaecologist was relocated to AHS. 
In addition to the midwives either seconded to other sites or resigned, there were a number of midwives 
who were on fixed term contracts, including some graduate midwives, whose contracts either ended or 
were recalled to their substantive positions elsewhere. 

(d) 12 resigned and no staff were made redundant. 
(e) Yes. 

(i) The transition of Obstetrics and Gynaecology services back to Bentley Health Service has 
commenced in a staged approach, culminating with the planned return of births late-2022. 

(ii) Not applicable. 
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HEALTH — ELECTIVE SURGERY 
393. Ms L. Mettam to the Minister for Health: 
How many elective surgeries were performed at Bunbury District Hospital by category for each month in the 
following years: 
(a) 2017–2018; 
(b) 2018–2019; 
(c) 2019–2020; 
(d) 2020–2021; and 
(e) 2021 to date? 
Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
(a)–(e) Please refer to the table below for the number of elective surgery wait list admissions at Bunbury Regional 

Hospital by category and month, for each of the requested financial years. 

Bunbury Regional Hospital Elective Surgery Wait List Admissions 
Month 
of 
Admis
sion 

2017–18 2018–19 2019–20 2020–21 *2021–22 
Urgency Category  Urgency Category Urgency Category Urgency Category Urgency Category 
1 2 3 Total 1 2 3 Total 1 2 3 Total 1 2 3 Total 1 2 3 Total 

JUL 26 69 204 299 20 77 190 287 32 66 203 301 58 115 169 342 50 49 121 220 

AUG 29 77 221 327 27 73 229 329 38 56 191 285 42 87 184 313 38 67 146 251 

SEP 33 59 179 271 21 72 198 291 24 59 170 253 41 76 184 301 60 63 95 218 

OCT 29 54 233 316 15 77 240 332 36 78 194 308 46 107 205 358 48 65 124 237 

NOV 36 56 210 302 25 94 231 350 36 60 195 291 50 79 182 311 53 59 103 215 

DEC 26 53 166 245 18 57 122 197 36 47 132 215 36 42 119 197 39 36 36 111 

JAN 22 55 152 229 19 82 155 256 33 70 157 260 17 59 134 210 35 47 73 155 

FEB 29 66 179 274 16 69 193 278 47 48 197 292 38 52 147 237 49 57 72 178 

MAR 27 64 174 265 21 92 157 270 59 56 118 233 44 63 211 318 . . . . 

APR 27 66 154 247 19 62 156 237 67 49 . 116 32 54 170 256 . . . . 

MAY 33 81 222 336 15 82 209 306 75 91 8 174 42 55 168 265 . . . . 

JUN 32 74 170 276 25 58 168 251 67 116 84 267 38 68 163 269 . . . . 

Total 349 774 2264 3387 241 895 2248 3384 550 796 1649 2995 484 857 2036 3377 372 443 770 1585 
*It should be noted that the Commonwealth definition for Elective Surgery changed from 1st July 2021 (AIHW meteor 732440). 
The main effect of this is that cystoscopy (code 36812-00) is no longer defined as Elective Surgery. The above table includes 
~400 to ~500 cystoscopy admissions per fin year from 2017–18 to 2020–21 and no cystoscopy for 2021–22.  

HOSPITALS AND HEALTH CAMPUSES — SOUTH WEST 
394. Ms L. Mettam to the Minister for Health: 
(1) For each hospital in the South West region: 

(a) What is the bed capacity; 
(b) Does the hospital have an emergency department and if so, what is the bed capacity; and 
(c) Does the hospital have an Intensive Care Unit or High Dependency Unit and if so, what is the 

bed capacity? 
(2) For each hospital in the South West region, what are the total Full Time Equivalents for: 

(a) Doctors; 
(b) Nurses; 
(c) Midwives; and 
(d) Other (administration, support services etc)? 

(3) For each hospital in the South West region: 
(a) What health care services are provided; 
(b) How many operating theatres are there; 
(c) What surgical operations were performed at each hospital in 2021; and 
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(d) Which hospitals provide day surgeries and what is the bed capacity for day surgery? 
(4) For each hospital in the South West region: 

(a) Which hospitals currently deliver babies; 
(b) What is the bed capacity in the maternity section; and 
(c) How many birthing suites are provided at the hospital? 

(5) For each of the hospitals listed in 4(a), how many babies were delivered in: 
(a) 2017; 
(b) 2018; 
(c) 2019; 
(d) 2020; 
(e) 2021; and 
(f) 2022 to date? 

Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
In the South West the WA Country Health Service (WACHS) operates 13 individual WACHS sites, 12 of which 
are hospitals. To answer the question as stated would divert substantial resources from delivering core business of 
the Agency. 

WESTERN POWER — POWER POLES 
395. Mr P.J. Rundle to the Minister for Energy: 
I refer to the Western Power strategy of replacing insulators to combat pole top fires and I ask: 
(a) How many pole top fires have occurred in Western Australia in: 

(i) 2019; 
(ii) 2020; 
(iii) 2021; and 
(iv) 2022 to date; 

(b) What type of insulators are causing the fires and why; 
(c) Does Western Power have a strategy for mitigating against pole top fires; and 
(d) Does Western Power have any intention of changing from wooden poles to fireproof poles? 
Mr W.J. Johnston replied: 
(a) (i) 2018/19 – 350 

(ii) 2019/20 – 496 
(iii) 2020/21 – 247 
(iv) 2021/22 to date – 56 
Note: Western Power measures these figures by financial year, not calendar year. 

(b) Insulators do not cause pole top fires. Pole top fires are caused by built-up layers of pollution, salt or dust 
becoming moist due to specific weather conditions; this creates an electrically conductive pathway, which 
can enable electricity to heat the pole top. 

(c) Yes. 
(d) A recent analysis has shown that for specific applications, wood poles could be replaced with steel poles. 

However, steel poles introduce different types of risk. Western Power’s asset selections therefore must 
weigh up different risks, as well as prudent expenditure. Final selections will be made on a case-by-case 
basis. 
MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 

396. Ms M.J. Davies to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education and Training: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
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(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
Mr T.J. Healy replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 399. 

MINISTER FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 
397. Ms M.J. Davies to the minister representing the Minister for Medical Research: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 399. 

MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 
398. Ms M.J. Davies to the Premier representing the Minister for Regional Development: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
Mr M. McGowan replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 399. 

PREMIER — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 
399. Ms M.J. Davies to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal–State 

Relations: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
Mr M. McGowan replied: 
(a)–(b) [See tabled paper no 1116.] 

It is not possible to measure staffing arrangements on a particular date. 
The Public Sector Commission publishes information about the size and composition of the public sector 
workforce each quarter in the Western Australian Public Sector Quarterly Workforce Report. March 2022 
quarter data is currently being collected from agencies. The most recent data published is December 2021. 
Government trading enterprise data is collected annually as at March, with the 2022 collection currently 
in progress. The latest available data is as at March 2021. 
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(b) [See tabled paper no 1116.] 
March 2022 quarter data is currently being collected from agencies. The most recent data published is 
December 2021. 
The Public Sector Commission does not collect regional breakdown from government trading enterprises. 

(c)–(f) This detailed information is not readily available and to collating this information would divert staff away 
from their normal duties, including the important job of supporting the community and the State’s economy. 
Therefore, it is not considered to be a reasonable or appropriate use of government resources and I am 
not prepared to allocate the State’s resources to provide a response. If the Member has a particular question 
about a specific location, I will endeavour to answer it. 

MINISTER FOR STATE DEVELOPMENT, JOBS AND TRADE — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 
400. Ms M.J. Davies to the Deputy Premier; Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade; Tourism; 

Commerce; Science: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
(a)–(f) Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 399. 

MINISTER FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 
401. Ms M.J. Davies to the minister representing the Minister for Emergency Services; Innovation and 

ICT; Volunteering: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
Mr R.R. Whitby replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 397. 

MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 
402. Ms M.J. Davies to the minister representing the Minister for Agriculture and Food; Hydrogen Industry: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
Mr D.A. Templeman replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 399. 
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MINISTER FOR CULTURE AND THE ARTS — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 
403. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Culture and the Arts; Sport and Recreation; International 

Education; Heritage: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
Mr D.A. Templeman replied: 
(a)–(f) Please refer to Legislative Assembly question on notice 399. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 
404. Ms M.J. Davies to the Attorney General; Minister for Electoral Affairs: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
Mr J.R. Quigley replied: 
(a)–(f) Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 399. 

MINISTER FOR POLICE — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 
405. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Police; Road Safety; Defence Industry; Veterans Issues: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
Mr P. Papalia replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 399 

MINISTER FOR MINES AND PETROLEUM — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 
406. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Energy; Corrective Services; Industrial 

Relations: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
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Mr W.J. Johnston replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 399. 

MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 
407. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Transport; Planning; Ports: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
Ms R. Saffioti replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 399. 

MINISTER FOR FINANCE — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 
408. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Finance; Aboriginal Affairs; Racing and Gaming; Citizenship 

and Multicultural Interests: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
Dr A.D. Buti replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 399. 

MINISTER FOR CHILD PROTECTION — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 
409. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Child Protection; Women’s Interests; Prevention of Family and 

Domestic Violence; Community Services: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
Ms S.F. McGurk replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 399. 

MINISTER FOR WATER — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 
410. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Water; Forestry; Youth: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
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(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
Mr D.J. Kelly replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 399. 

MINISTER FOR HEALTH — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 
411. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 399. 

MINISTER FOR HOUSING — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 
412. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Housing; Lands; Homelessness; Local Government: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
Mr J.N. Carey replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 399. 

MINISTER FOR DISABILITY SERVICES — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 
413. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Disability Services; Small Business; Fisheries; Seniors and Ageing: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
Mr D.T. Punch replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 399. 

MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT — PORTFOLIOS — STAFF — REGIONS 
414. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Environment; Climate Action: 
For the date 13 March 2022, please provide the following staffing arrangements for each of the Minister’s 
departments, government trading entities and agencies as full time equivalents (FTE) and headcount: 
(a) Total number of staff in each department, government trading entity or agency; 
(b) Total number of staff who were based regionally per department, government trading entity or agency; 
(c) Position title of each staff member based regionally; 
(d) FTE hours of each staff member based regionally; 
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(e) Employment level of each staff member based regionally; and 
(f) For each regionally based employee, please provide the geographic location of the office? 
Mr R.R. Whitby replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 399. 

PUBLIC SECTOR — GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 
415. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Public Sector Management: 
I refer to the answer to Question on Notice 160, and as of the end of the 2020–21 financial year, now that the 
relevant data should be finalised, and I ask: 
(a) What was the average staff level across Ministerial departments, government trading entities and agencies; 
(b) What was the highest wage for all Ministerial departments, government trading entities and agencies; 
(c) How many Level 1 staff under the age of 17 years were employed for 2020–21 in: 

(i) Ministerial offices; and 
(ii) Departments, government trading entities and agencies; 

(d) What were the number of staff on a Public Sector Senior Executive Service (SES) wage grade or equivalent; 
and 

(e) What were number of casual staff for: 
(i) Ministerial Departments; and 
(ii) Ministerial Offices? 

Mr M. McGowan replied: 
(a) [See tabled paper no 1117.] 

Information relating to the public sector workforce is published annually by the Public Sector Commission 
in the State of the WA Government Sector Workforce Statistical Bulletin. 
Government trading enterprise data is collected annually each March, with the 2022 collection currently 
in progress. The latest available data is as at March 2021. 

(b) $558,250 in the public sector. This is base salary excluding other remunerative allowances such as 
superannuation and vehicle allowance. 
Salary information for government trading enterprises is not collected by the Public Sector Commission. 
It is published in each entity’s annual report, which are tabled in Parliament. 

(c) (i) Nil, at the end of June 2021. 
(ii) At the end of June 2021, there were 28 staff in departments and agencies under the age of 17 years 

in positions with equivalent annual salaries of less than the Public Sector CSA Agreement Level 2. 
The Public Sector Commission does not collect this data for government trading enterprises. 

(d) In the 2021–22 Mid-year Financial Projections Statement, the McGowan Labor Government established 
the Executive Service Expenditure Limit (ESEL), a control that effectively converts the SES cap to 
a percentage (0.9%) of the total public sector salaries spend. 
Importantly, had the ESEL been based on the number of SES positions when the Government came to 
office in 2017, it would equate to approximately 1.4% of salaries expenditure – significantly above the 
new cap of 0.9%. This equates to a reduction of more than 35% since entering Government in 2017. 
At the end of June 2021, there were 5,762 staff in the public sector (representing 4,238 FTE) employed 
at or above Level 9 Public Sector CSA Agreement or equivalent annual salaries. The majority of these staff 
were in the medical profession, such as doctors, surgeons and specialists within the WA Health system. 

(e) (i) 9,052 headcount (representing 3,271 FTE), at the end of June 2021. 
(ii) Nil, at the end of June 2021. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
416. Ms M.J. Davies to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education and Training: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 

offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
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(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 
(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 
(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
Mr T.J. Healy replied: 
The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is only able to provide information relating to the use of Government 
Vehicles. Information relating to the use of private vehicles cannot be provided, as they are not managed by the 
Department and there is no requirement for employees to report usage of a private vehicle to their employer. As 
such, all information provided within this answer relates only to the use of vehicles managed by the Department. 
(a)–(b) No. 
(c)–(d) Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
417. Ms M.J. Davies to the minister representing the Minister for Medical Research: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 

offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 

(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 
(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is only able to provide information relating to the use of Government 
Vehicles. Information relating to the use of private vehicles cannot be provided, as they are not managed by the 
Department and there is no requirement for employees to report usage of a private vehicle to their employer. As 
such, all information provided within this answer relates only to the use of vehicles managed by the Department. 
(a)–(b) No. 
(c)–(d) Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
418. Ms M.J. Davies to the Premier representing the Minister for Regional Development: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 

offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 

(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 
(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
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Mr M. McGowan replied: 
The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is only able to provide information relating to the use of Government 
Vehicles. Information relating to the use of private vehicles cannot be provided, as they are not managed by the 
Department and there is no requirement for employees to report usage of a private vehicle to their employer. As 
such, all information provided within this answer relates only to the use of vehicles managed by the Department. 
(a) No. 
(b) Yes. 
(c) (i) Exceed speed limit – $200 

(ii)–(v) Not applicable. 
(d) All infringements are paid in full by the user of the vehicle. No costs are incurred by the Government. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
419. Ms M.J. Davies to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal–State 

Relations: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 

offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 

(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 
(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
Mr M. McGowan replied: 
The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is only able to provide information relating to the use of Government 
Vehicles. Information relating to the use of private vehicles cannot be provided, as they are not managed by the 
Department and there is no requirement for employees to report usage of a private vehicle to their employer. As 
such, all information provided within this answer relates only to the use of vehicles managed by the Department. 
(a) No. 
(b) Yes. 
(c) (i) Exceed speed limit – $400 

(ii)–(v) Not applicable. 
(d) All infringements are paid in full by the user of the vehicle. No costs are incurred by the Government. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
420. Ms M.J. Davies to the Deputy Premier; Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade; Tourism; 

Commerce; Science: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 

offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 

(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 
(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
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Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is only able to provide information relating to the use of Government 
Vehicles. Information relating to the use of private vehicles cannot be provided, as they are not managed by the 
Department and there is no requirement for employees to report usage of a private vehicle to their employer. As 
such, all information provided within this answer relates only to the use of vehicles managed by the Department. 
(a)–(b) No. 
(c)–(d) Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
421. Ms M.J. Davies to the minister representing the Minister for Emergency Services; Innovation and 

ICT; Volunteering: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 

offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 

(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 
(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
Mr R.R. Whitby replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 417. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
422. Ms M.J. Davies to the minister representing the Minister for Agriculture and Food; Hydrogen Industry: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 

offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 

(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 
(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
Mr D.A. Templeman replied: 
Please refer to the answer provided to LA QON 418. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
423. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Culture and the Arts; Sport and Recreation; International 

Education; Heritage: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 

offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
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(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 
(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 
(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
Mr D.A. Templeman replied: 
The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is only able to provide information relating to the use of Government 
Vehicles. Information relating to the use of private vehicles cannot be provided, as they are not managed by the 
Department and there is no requirement for employees to report usage of a private vehicle to their employer. As 
such, all information provided within this answer relates only to the use of vehicles managed by the Department. 
(a)–(b) No. 
(c)–(d) Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
424. Ms M.J. Davies to the Attorney General; Minister for Electoral Affairs: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 

offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 

(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 
(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
Mr J.R. Quigley replied: 
The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is only able to provide information relating to the use of Government 
Vehicles. Information relating to the use of private vehicles cannot be provided, as they are not managed by the 
Department and there is no requirement for employees to report usage of a private vehicle to their employer. As 
such, all information provided within this answer relates only to the use of vehicles managed by the Department. 
(a)–(b) No. 
(c)–(d) Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
425. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Police; Road Safety; Defence Industry; Veterans Issues: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 

offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 

(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 
(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
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Mr P. Papalia replied: 
The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is only able to provide information relating to the use of Government 
Vehicles. Information relating to the use of private vehicles cannot be provided, as they are not managed by the 
Department and there is no requirement for employees to report usage of a private vehicle to their employer. As 
such, all information provided within this answer relates only to the use of vehicles managed by the Department. 
(a)–(b) No. 
(c)–(d) Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
426. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Energy; Corrective Services; Industrial 

Relations: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 

offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 

(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 
(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
Mr W.J. Johnston replied: 
The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is only able to provide information relating to the use of Government 
Vehicles. Information relating to the use of private vehicles cannot be provided, as they are not managed by the 
Department and there is no requirement for employees to report usage of a private vehicle to their employer. As 
such, all information provided within this answer relates only to the use of vehicles managed by the Department. 
(a)–(b) No. 
(c)–(d) Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
427. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Transport; Planning; Ports: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 

offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 

(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 
(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
Ms R. Saffioti replied: 
The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is only able to provide information relating to the use of Government 
Vehicles. Information relating to the use of private vehicles cannot be provided, as they are not managed by the 
Department and there is no requirement for employees to report usage of a private vehicle to their employer. As 
such, all information provided within this answer relates only to the use of vehicles managed by the Department. 
(a)–(b) No. 
(c)–(d) Not applicable. 
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MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
428. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Finance; Aboriginal Affairs; Racing and Gaming; Citizenship 

and Multicultural Interests: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 

offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 

(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 
(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
Dr A.D. Buti replied: 
The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is only able to provide information relating to the use of Government 
Vehicles. Information relating to the use of private vehicles cannot be provided, as they are not managed by the 
Department and there is no requirement for employees to report usage of a private vehicle to their employer. As 
such, all information provided within this answer relates only to the use of vehicles managed by the Department. 
(a)–(b) No. 
(c)–(d) Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
429. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Child Protection; Women’s Interests; Prevention of Family and 

Domestic Violence; Community Services: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 

offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 

(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 
(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
Ms S.F. McGurk replied: 
The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is only able to provide information relating to the use of Government 
Vehicles. 
Information relating to the use of private vehicles cannot be provided, as they are not managed by the Department 
and there is no requirement for employees to report usage of a private vehicle to their employer. As such, all 
information provided within this answer relates only to the use of vehicles managed by the Department. 
(a)–(b) No. 
(c)–(d) Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
430. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Water; Forestry; Youth: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
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(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 
offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 

(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 
(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 
(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
Mr D.J. Kelly replied: 
The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is only able to provide information relating to the use of Government 
Vehicles. Information relating to the use of private vehicles cannot be provided, as they are not managed by the 
Department and there is no requirement for employees to report usage of a private vehicle to their employer. As 
such, all information provided within this answer relates only to the use of vehicles managed by the Department. 
(a)–(b) No. 
(c)–(d) Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
431. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 

offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 

(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 
(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is only able to provide information relating to the use of Government 
Vehicles. Information relating to the use of private vehicles cannot be provided, as they are not managed by the 
Department and there is no requirement for employees to report usage of a private vehicle to their employer. As 
such, all information provided within this answer relates only to the use of vehicles managed by the Department. 
(a)–(b) No. 
(c)–(d) Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
432. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Housing; Lands; Homelessness; Local Government: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 

offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 

(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 



 [ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 10 May 2022] 1993 

 

(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
Mr J.N. Carey replied: 
The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is only able to provide information relating to the use of Government 
Vehicles. Information relating to the use of private vehicles cannot be provided, as they are not managed by the 
Department and there is no requirement for employees to report usage of a private vehicle to their employer. As 
such, all information provided within this answer relates only to the use of vehicles managed by the Department. 
(a)–(b) No. 
(c)–(d) Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
433. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Disability Services; Small Business; Fisheries; Seniors and 

Ageing: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 

offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 

(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 
(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
Mr D.T. Punch replied: 
The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is only able to provide information relating to the use of Government 
Vehicles. Information relating to the use of private vehicles cannot be provided, as they are not managed by the 
Department and there is no requirement for employees to report usage of a private vehicle to their employer. As 
such, all information provided within this answer relates only to the use of vehicles managed by the Department. 
(a)–(b) No. 
(c)–(d) Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 
434. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Environment; Climate Action: 
I refer to the Ministerial office since your appointment as Minister on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) Has the Minister been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the offence, cost of 

infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(b) Have any of your ministerial office staff been involved in any traffic infringements? Please detail the 

offence, cost of infringement and any damaged caused to vehicles involved in the incident; 
(c) For those in (a) and (b) please detail: 

(i) Cost of infringement and type of infringement; 
(ii) Damage caused to the vehicle; 
(iii) If the vehicle needed replacing or repairs and if yes, the cost(s) associated.; 
(iv) If any injuries occurred, to whom and what type of injury; and 
(v) If WA Police seized the vehicle and for how long; and 

(d) What is the total value of infringements to date? 
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Mr R.R. Whitby replied: 

The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is only able to provide information relating to the use of Government 
Vehicles. Information relating to the use of private vehicles cannot be provided, as they are not managed by the 
Department and there is no requirement for employees to report usage of a private vehicle to their employer. As 
such, all information provided within this answer relates only to the use of vehicles managed by the Department. 

(a) No. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) (i) Exceed speed limit – $200 

(ii)–(v) Not applicable. 

(d) All infringements are paid in full by the user of the vehicle. No costs are incurred by the Government. 

MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT — PORTFOLIOS — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 

435. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Environment: 

I refer to the answer to Question on Notice 198, asked 3 August 2021 and for all infringements over $800, and I ask: 

(a) Please detail the type of infringement; 

(b) Was the vehicle seized; and 

(c) Was this the full cost of the infringement: 

(i) If no, what was the amount paid by the employee? 

Mr R.R. Whitby replied: 
DBCA 

(a) One traffic infringement ($1600); exceeding speed limit between 30 and 40km/h. 

(b) No. 

(c) No, the cost of infringements is halved when the driver is identified. 

(d) $800. 

DWER 

2019–20 

(a) Excess speed limit between 20 and 29 kilometres. 

(b) No. 

(c) No. 

(i) $400.00 

2020–21 

(a) Failing to comply with a Notice Requesting Information Fines Enforcement. 

(b) No. 

(c) No. 

(i) $400.00 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 

436. Ms M.J. Davies to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education and Training: 

In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 

(a) Professional development; 

(b) Staff amenities; 

(c) Seminars and conferences; 

(d) Consumables – audio visual; 

(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 

(f) Stationery; 
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(g) Therapy dogs; 
(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 

Mr T.J. Healy replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 439. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 

437. Ms M.J. Davies to the minister representing the Minister for Medical Research: 
In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 
(a) Professional development; 
(b) Staff amenities; 
(c) Seminars and conferences; 
(d) Consumables – audio visual; 
(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 
(f) Stationery; 
(g) Therapy dogs; 
(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 

Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 439. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 

438. Ms M.J. Davies to the Premier representing the Minister for Regional Development: 
In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 
(a) Professional development; 
(b) Staff amenities; 
(c) Seminars and conferences; 
(d) Consumables – audio visual; 
(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 
(f) Stationery; 
(g) Therapy dogs; 
(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 

Mr M. McGowan replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 439. 
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MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 
439. Ms M.J. Davies to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal–State 

Relations: 
In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 
(a) Professional development; 
(b) Staff amenities; 
(c) Seminars and conferences; 
(d) Consumables – audio visual; 
(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 
(f) Stationery; 
(g) Therapy dogs; 
(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 
Mr M. McGowan replied: 
The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is responsible for the administration office-related expenditure for 
Ministerial offices, the Leader of the Opposition’s office and the Leader of the Second Opposition office. 
Office-related expenditure incurred by the above offices is recorded by the Department. While the majority of 
categories above are not accurate representations of expenditure, the Department advises that Ministerial offices, 
the Leader of the Opposition’s office and the Leader of the Second Opposition’s office have incurred the below 
costs for the 2021–22 financial year to 31 March 2022: 

Stationery – $65,804.39; 
Subscriptions and publications – $36,122.94; 
Mobile phones – $59,852.62; 
Staff amenities – $15,475.67; and 
Seminars and conferences – $108.03. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 
440. Ms M.J. Davies to the Deputy Premier; Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade; Tourism; 

Commerce; Science: 
In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 
(a) Professional development; 
(b) Staff amenities; 
(c) Seminars and conferences; 
(d) Consumables – audio visual; 
(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 
(f) Stationery; 
(g) Therapy dogs; 
(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 
Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
(a)–(l) Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 439. 
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MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 
441. Ms M.J. Davies to the minister representing the Minister for Emergency Services; Innovation and 

ICT; Volunteering: 
In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 
(a) Professional development; 
(b) Staff amenities; 
(c) Seminars and conferences; 
(d) Consumables – audio visual; 
(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 
(f) Stationery; 
(g) Therapy dogs; 
(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 
Mr R.R. Whitby replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 437. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 
442. Ms M.J. Davies to the minister representing the Minister for Agriculture and Food; Hydrogen Industry: 
In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 
(a) Professional development; 
(b) Staff amenities; 
(c) Seminars and conferences; 
(d) Consumables – audio visual; 
(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 
(f) Stationery; 
(g) Therapy dogs; 
(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 
Mr D.A. Templeman replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 439. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 
443. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Culture and the Arts; Sport and Recreation; International 

Education; Heritage: 
In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 
(a) Professional development; 
(b) Staff amenities; 
(c) Seminars and conferences; 
(d) Consumables – audio visual; 



1998 [ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 10 May 2022] 

 

(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 
(f) Stationery; 
(g) Therapy dogs; 
(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 
Mr D.A. Templeman replied: 
(a)–(l) Please refer to Legislative Assembly question on notice 439. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 
444. Ms M.J. Davies to the Attorney General; Minister for Electoral Affairs: 
In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 
(a) Professional development; 
(b) Staff amenities; 
(c) Seminars and conferences; 
(d) Consumables – audio visual; 
(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 
(f) Stationery; 
(g) Therapy dogs; 
(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 
Mr J.R. Quigley replied: 
(a)–(l) Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 439. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 
445. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Police; Road Safety; Defence Industry; Veterans Issues: 
In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 
(a) Professional development; 
(b) Staff amenities; 
(c) Seminars and conferences; 
(d) Consumables – audio visual; 
(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 
(f) Stationery; 
(g) Therapy dogs; 
(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 
Mr P. Papalia replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 439 
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MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 
446. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Energy; Corrective Services; Industrial 

Relations: 
In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 
(a) Professional development; 
(b) Staff amenities; 
(c) Seminars and conferences; 
(d) Consumables – audio visual; 
(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 
(f) Stationery; 
(g) Therapy dogs; 
(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 
Mr W.J. Johnston replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 439. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 
447. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Transport; Planning; Ports: 
In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 
(a) Professional development; 
(b) Staff amenities; 
(c) Seminars and conferences; 
(d) Consumables – audio visual; 
(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 
(f) Stationery; 
(g) Therapy dogs; 
(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 
Ms R. Saffioti replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 439. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 
448. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Finance; Aboriginal Affairs; Racing and Gaming; Citizenship 

and Multicultural Interests: 
In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 
(a) Professional development; 
(b) Staff amenities; 
(c) Seminars and conferences; 
(d) Consumables – audio visual; 
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(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 
(f) Stationery; 
(g) Therapy dogs; 
(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 
Dr A.D. Buti replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 439. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 
449. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Child Protection; Women’s Interests; Prevention of Family and 

Domestic Violence; Community Services: 
In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 
(a) Professional development; 
(b) Staff amenities; 
(c) Seminars and conferences; 
(d) Consumables – audio visual; 
(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 
(f) Stationery; 
(g) Therapy dogs; 
(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 
Ms S.F. McGurk replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 439. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 
450. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Water; Forestry; Youth: 
In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 
(a) Professional development; 
(b) Staff amenities; 
(c) Seminars and conferences; 
(d) Consumables – audio visual; 
(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 
(f) Stationery; 
(g) Therapy dogs; 
(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 
Mr D.J. Kelly replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 439. 
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MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 
451. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 
(a) Professional development; 
(b) Staff amenities; 
(c) Seminars and conferences; 
(d) Consumables – audio visual; 
(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 
(f) Stationery; 
(g) Therapy dogs; 
(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 
Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 439. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 
452. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Housing; Lands; Homelessness; Local Government: 
In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 
(a) Professional development; 
(b) Staff amenities; 
(c) Seminars and conferences; 
(d) Consumables – audio visual; 
(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 
(f) Stationery; 
(g) Therapy dogs; 
(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 
Mr J.N. Carey replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 439. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 
453. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Disability Services; Small Business; Fisheries; Seniors and Ageing: 
In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 
(a) Professional development; 
(b) Staff amenities; 
(c) Seminars and conferences; 
(d) Consumables – audio visual; 
(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 
(f) Stationery; 
(g) Therapy dogs; 
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(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 
Mr D.T. Punch replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 439. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INTERNAL BUDGETS 
454. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Environment; Climate Action: 
In reference to the Ministerial Office Internal Budgets allocated for this financial year, please detail the total 
expenditure for: 
(a) Professional development; 
(b) Staff amenities; 
(c) Seminars and conferences; 
(d) Consumables – audio visual; 
(e) Consumables – subscriptions and publications; 
(f) Stationery; 
(g) Therapy dogs; 
(h) Indoor plants; 
(i) Artwork; 
(j) Collateral featuring the Minister; 
(k) Collateral featuring members of government other than the Minister; and 
(l) Mobile phones, including the cost of mobile phones on payment plans? 
Mr R.R. Whitby replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 439. 

MINISTER FOR SPORT AND RECREATION — FUNDING DECISIONS 
455. Mr P.J. Rundle to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: 
I refer to Ministerial decisions regarding projects funded by the Community Sport and Recreation Facilities Fund 
(CSRFF) and the Innovation Challenge Program grants, and I ask: 
(a) How many times has the Minister directly intervened in a decision for funding of a project or program 

since the 2021 State Election: 
(i) Please detail the project title, month of your final decision and length of time taken to execute 

the decision from receiving project details; and 
(b) How many times has Ministerial discretion been exercised on a project or program since the 2021 State 

Election: 
(i) Please detail the project title, month or your final decision and length of time taken to execute 

the decision from receiving project details? 
Mr D.A. Templeman replied: 
(a)–(b) The Community Sporting and Recreation Facilities Fund (CSRFF) is the State Government’s capital 

works grants program for the development of basic sport and recreation infrastructure. The Minister 
approves all CSRFF grants under his authority. 
The Innovation Challenge Program is a grants program for organisations, providing investment for 
innovative projects that increase physical activity participation in the community. The Minister approves 
all Innovation Challenge Program grants under his authority. 

HEALTH — HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEM 
456. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the IT News web article titled ‘Deloitte, SAP win $220m WA Health HR system deal’ posted on 
4 February 2022 at 10:46 am, and I ask: 
(a) When will the Minister’s office officially announce the new HR system deal; 
(b) Was the contract considered by the Department of Finance? If no, why not; 
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(c) In relation to the trial sites of Royal Perth, Broome and Derby: 
(i) What evaluation occurred; 
(ii) Please table all results of the evaluation/s; 
(iii) Regarding complaints during the trial period: 

(A) How many were received; 
(B) How many remain unresolved; 
(C) What did those complaints relate to; and 
(D) Has Deloitte received a copy of the complaints and are they incorporating solutions into 

the final software for WA Health; 
(iv) What specific software was used for the trial; and 
(v) How will this software differ from the final software expected to be developed by Deloitte 

for 2025–2045; 
(d) When will the following be decommissioned by WA Health: 

(i) Lattice; 
(ii) Ascender Pay; 
(iii) ShiftMatch; and 
(iv) RoStar; 

(e) What is the total cost for 2025–2045 for: 
(i) SAP SuccessFactors; and 
(ii) Time Management by Kronos/UKG; 

(f) Will Health Support Services have complete management of the transition; 
(g) Please detail what the SAP software licensing costs will be specifically for the years 2035–2045; 
(h) When will the following be completely moved to the new software: 

(i) Department of Health; 
(ii) North Metropolitan Health Service; 
(iii) Dental Health Service; 
(iv) South Metropolitan Health Service; 
(v) Public Health Office; 
(vi) East Metropolitan Health Service; 
(vii) WA Country Health Service telehealth centre; 
(viii) WA Country Health Service districts, for each district; 
(ix) Mental Health Commission; 
(x) Health Support Services; 
(xi) PathWest; 
(xii) Health Service Provider Boards; 
(xiii) Quadriplegic Centre; and 
(xiv) Child and Adolescent Health Service; 

(i) Is this project expected to be costed under budgeted figures? If not, what was the anticipated budget and 
what is the final expected cost; and 

(j) Does the Minister have any conflicts of interest or potential conflicts of interest with Deloitte, 
Kronos/UKG or SAP? If yes, please detail? 

Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
(a) The Department of Health released a media statement regarding the award of contracts on 3 February 2022. 
(b) In line with the Procurement Act 2020 (WA), the Department of Finance was actively involved in the 

procurement process. 
(c) (i) A Proof of Concept (PoC) evaluation was conducted. 

(ii) Evaluation results are subject to Government Request Conditions and are confidential. 



2004 [ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 10 May 2022] 

 

(iii) (A)–(C) No complaints were received during the PoC. 
(D) Not applicable. 

(iv) The PoC tested SAP SuccessFactors Employee Central, Employee Central Payroll and Kronos 
Time Management. 

(v) The system is expected to be built using the above software. 
(d) (i)–(iv) Decommissioning is expected by the end of June 2025.   
(e) (i)–(ii) Pricing details for individual products is commercial in confidence. 
(f) Yes. 
(g) The final expiry date of the software contract with SAP is 31 December 2031. Any software costs beyond 

this date are subject to a procurement process. 
(h) (i)–(xiv) Implementation across the WA health system is scheduled to be completed by the end of 2024. 
(i) The Project is expected to be costed within the approved Capital Implementation budget. 
(j) No. 

PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — EATING DISORDERS PROGRAM 
457. Ms L. Mettam to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the CIMS245614 investigation into the SAC-1 Event associated with the death of a 14-year-old adolescent 
under the care of the Perth Children’s Hospital Eating Disorder Clinic in 2019 which made a number of 
recommendations to address the risks of death from cardiovascular complications in anorexia nervosa patients, and ask: 
(a) Which of the recommendations have been fully implemented to date; 
(b) Of those yet to be fully implemented, when will they be actioned and what is the reason for the delay; 
(c) Do all patients admitted to the unit with anorexia nervosa now receive explicit documentation about the 

risks of cardiac complications and sudden death: 
(i) If not, why not; 

(d) Has the Department undertaken a review to determine if there are similar gaps in managing the risk of 
suicide associated with anorexia nervosa and other eating disorders; 

(e) Given the waitlist for admission to the unit, what specific measures are in place to ensure parents and carers 
are made aware of the potentially fatal risks of the condition while they wait for an admission date; and 

(f) How are these risks managed in regional areas? 
Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
(a) All recommendations have been implemented. 
(b) Not applicable. 
(c) Yes. 

(i) Not applicable. 
(d) No. 
(e) Parents/carers of young people on the waitlist receive a letter of acknowledgement and are encouraged to 

attend the Eating Disorders Essentials workshop. The Eating Disorders Essentials is a 2-day workshop 
which provides parents with the knowledge and skills required to support their child. The cardiac risk 
associated with anorexia nervosa is verbally covered at the workshop and written into the information 
pack provided to parents/carers. All referrals are acknowledged with a letter to parents/carers, with 
instructions to reach out to their General Practitioner (GP), Emergency Department or Crisis Connect if 
they have concerns about medical or mental health risk. 

(f) Young people (under 16 years) with anorexia nervosa in regional areas are managed predominately by 
WA Country Health Service Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) and are often also 
supported by the Perth Childrens Hospital Eating Disorder Service. 

REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GRANTS 
459. Ms M.J. Davies to the Premier representing the Minister for Regional Development: 
(1) How many applicants applied for Regional Economic Development (RED) Grants in: 

(a) RED Grants Round 1 (2018–19); 
(b) RED Grants Round 2 (2019–20); 
(c) RED Grants Round 3 (2020–21); and 
(d) RED Grants Round 4 (2021–22)? 
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(2) For (1)(a)–(d) please identify for each individual applicant: 
(a) The applicant/s name and business; 
(b) Application project and intent; 
(c) Regional Development Commission managing the application; 
(d) Amount applied for; 
(e) Whether the applicant was a successful recipient or not; 
(f) The amount granted to successful recipients; 
(g) Amount acquitted; and 
(h) If the project has commenced? 

Mr M. McGowan replied: 
(1) (a) 259 

(b) 306 
(c) 369 
(d) 287 

(2) It has never been the practice of Government to release the names of unsuccessful applicants. I table the 
details of successful applications. 

Applicant 
Business  

Application 
Project 

Project Description RDC Amount 
Granted 

Amount 
Acquitted 

Project 
Comm
enced 

North West 
Short Stay 
Pty Ltd 

Ningaloo 
Commercial 
Laundry 

To develop and fit out a commercial laundry 
in Exmouth. Providing a laundry service to 
the wider Gascoyne region including Coral 
Bay and Carnarvon. The project will meet 
growing demand for linen laundering and 
improve the quality of linens provided to 
regional accommodation businesses. 
Requested funds will go towards the cost of 
property fit out, hydraulic upgrades and 
project management. 

Gascoyne $150,000 $0 No 

Shire Of 
Upper 
Gascoyne 

Gascoyne 
Junction 
Residential 
Subdivision – 
Stage 1 

Subdivision of 10 un-serviced lots 
(approximately 6.9 acres) within Gascoyne 
Junction. The aim to create economic 
opportunities, enabling the construction of 
new dwellings to support workforce 
attraction and population retention in 
Gascoyne Junction. Requested funding to 
be allocated toward providing underground 
power and water to lots. 

Gascoyne $100,000 $0 No 

The Trustee 
for Jamie 
Morgan 
Family Trust 

Expansion of 
Shark Bay 
Marine Repairs 
and Services to 
include indoor 
work spaces 
and worker 
accommodation 

The project will deliver a purpose-built 
workshop and retail space, housing vessels 
under repair and allowing local access to 
marine supplies. The workshop will 
provide shelter from extreme weather 
conditions, improving operating 
efficiencies. On site accommodation will be 
renovated for use by the business’s 
employees, reducing housing pressure that 
will help attract a new skilled worker to the 
region. Requested funding to be used 
toward the cost of worker accommodation, 
shed and retail space construction an audit. 

Gascoyne $200,000 $0 No 

Valeria 
Lucchitto 

Taste of Italy 
by Valeria 

To construct a purpose-built commercial 
kitchen in which to expand an existing 
catering business. The kitchen will be 
suitably equipped to enable the preparation 
of foods to meet specialty dietary 
requirements without cross contamination 
and have the capacity for processing local 
mangos for wholesale purposes. Funding to 
go toward the cost of construction, fit out 
and new equipment for the kitchen. 

Gascoyne $100,000 $0 Yes 
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Australian 
Potash 
Limited 

Laverton 
Training Centre 
(LTC) 

The Laverton Training Centre will provide 
vocational training programs to local and 
regional people who would otherwise, due 
to perceived and actual barriers to 
mainstream training program entry 
requirements, not qualify for or be inclined 
to apply for formal training programs. 

Goldfields–
Esperance 

$250,000 $0 No 

Goldfields 
Machining 
Pty Ltd 

Hydraulic 
Cylinder Repair 
Bench 

Purchase a Hydraulic Cylinder Repair 
Bench with stripping/assembly capabilities, 
to enable pressure testing, digital reporting 
and laser stroke measurement. The bench 
will increase the service provision within 
the Goldfields Region to the mining sector. 

Goldfields–
Esperance 

$75,000 $0 No 

Seas It All 
Pty Ltd 

Access 
Esperance 

The project will renovate Esperance Diving 
and Fishing to include two accessible 
holiday apartments and an office, providing 
additional services and increased 
accessibility to visitors. The apartments will 
be fully accessible to enable Esperance to 
target the lucrative and growing Accessible 
Tourism market. 

Goldfields–
Esperance 

$200,000 $0 No 

Shire of 
Dundas 

Dundas-Ngadju 
Timber 
Utilisation and 
Diversification 

Working with Ngadju (Traditional Owners), 
the Shire of Dundas seeks to utilise timber 
that would otherwise be waste from clearing 
mine sites. Mill timber will become 
a saleable product, through the Forest 
Products Commission contract and will 
supply timber for local production to Ngadju, 
Men’s Shed, industry development initiative. 

Goldfields–
Esperance 

$200,000 $0 No 

Yirri Grove 
Pty Ltd 

Increasing 
Capacity of 
award winning 
Yirri Grove 
Olive Oil 

Yirri Grove produces the finest quality 
Extra Virgin Olive Oil and also provides 
a high-quality tourism experience through 
a farm shop and restaurant that boasts 
a paddock to plate experience. This project 
will expand the business operations through 
increase processing space, an extension of 
the existing restaurant and addition of new 
olive trees. 

Goldfields–
Esperance 

$60,000 $0 Yes 

Albany 
Enterprise 
Group Inc 

Albany 
Business 
Centre Re-
Development 
Plan (stage 1) 

Re-development of the existing buildings to 
increase space for start-up businesses, 
update to current accessibility guidelines, 
improvement of centre for businesses and 
community to allow increased workshops 
and education. 

Great 
Southern 

$50,000 $0 Yes 

Aspect 
Modular Pty 
Ltd 

Relocation of 
the Aspect 
Modular 
Manufacturing 
Facility to 
Denmark. 

Aspect Modular, established in 2017, is 
a Perth based builder of bespoke 
(architecturally designed) modular houses. 
RED funding will enable the relocation of 
Aspect Modular’s operations from 
Jandakot to the Great Southern to a purpose 
built manufacturing facility to be 
constructed in the new Denmark Light 
Industrial Area (LIA). 

Great 
Southern 

$190,000 $0 No 

Badgebup 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Mungart Seed 
Enterprises 
Nursery 

Through the WA Government’s Aboriginal 
Ranger Program, Badgebup Aboriginal 
Corporation (BAC) has established 
a multiskilled mobile workforce of 
24 Noongar Rangers engaged in land 
regeneration, bushfoods and cultural tourism. 
RED funding be used to purchase 
a commercial greenhouse to support the 
establishment of a nursery enterprise to 
keep BAC’s pool of Rangers sustainably 
employed beyond the current 3–4 month 
winter planting season. 

Great 
Southern 

$62,100 $0 Yes 
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Claycore Pty 
Ltd 

Venco 
Manufacturing 
Facility 

Venco is an internationally renowned 
manufacturer and exporter of high-quality 
equipment for ceramics artists and others in 
the pottery industry. With a history dating 
back to 1972, Venco wholesales and services 
a range of electric potters wheels, pugmills, 
slab rollers, clay extruders and glass grinders. 
RED funding will enable the construction 
of a new manufacturing facility in Albany 
to enable Venco Products to increase 
manufacturing capacity and sales of 
wholesale ceramic equipment into national 
and international markets. 

Great 
Southern 

$190,000 $0 Yes 

South Coast 
Natural 
Resource 
Management 
Inc 

Seeds of the 
Great Southern: 
Strategic 
positioning of 
Noongar 
enterprises 
within the 
restoration 
economy 

A partnership between South Coast NRM, 
Gnowangerup Aboriginal Corporation and 
Tambellup Aboriginal Corporation will 
build on the skills and knowledge obtained 
through the RED R2 ‘Seeding Great 
Southern Noongar Enterprises’ project to 
underpin the formal creation and 
advancement of two Noongar enterprises in 
the region’s rapidly expanding restoration 
economy. 
REDs funding will enable the necessary 
support, infrastructure, governance and 
training to establish a commercially viable 
native seed enterprise in Tambellup and 
a native seedling nursery in Gnowangerup. 

Great 
Southern 

$94,000 $0 No 

MGC 
Building and 
Maintenance 
Pty Ltd 

Assistance in 
Purchasing 
Capital 
Equipment 

The project is to purchase a soil compactor 
(roller) machine which will give the 
organisation capacity to undertake work and 
engage, train and retain employees.  The aim 
of the organisation is to keep their Aboriginal 
employment rate above 50%. 

Kimberley $85,000 $0 No 

East 
Kimberley 
Chamber of 
Commerce 
and Industry 

Addressing 
labour shortage 
issues in the 
East Kimberley 
region. 

Funding will support the initial year of 
a five year Designated Area Migration 
Agreement (DAMA) project that will 
address significant labour shortages in the 
East Kimberley and appoint the EKCCI as 
the Designated Area Representative 
(DAR).  Skilled and semi-skilled workers 
not available through standard visa 
processes will be engaged for the region. 

Kimberley  $75,000 $0 No 

Marine 
Biomedical 
Pty Ltd 

To enable 
a pilot Good 
Manufacturing 
Practice (GMP) 
laboratory 
facility in 
Broome to 
manufacture 
PearlBone. 

Purchase, installation and fit-out of 
a laboratory facility to enable the 
production of Pearlbone for use in the 
biomedical  industry. 

Kimberley  $200,000 $0 No 

Mowanjum 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Expanding 
Mowanjum’s 
Pivot 
Capability to 
accommodate 
more Wagyu 
breeders 

The project will expand an existing centre 
pivot from 40 to 60 hectares doubling the 
agistment capability from 2,500 to 5,000 
Wagyu breeders. 

Kimberley  $60,000 $0 No 

Lakeside 
Minerals 
Livestock Pty 
Ltd 

Establishment 
of Lakeside 
Minerals 
Livestock – 
supplements for 
Kimberley 
pastoralists. 

A processing plant will be established in an 
existing refurbished shed to supply North 
West pastoralists with locally produced 
stock supplements.  A locally produced 
product will assist in reducing product and 
freight costs. 

Kimberley  $150,000 $0 Yes 
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Frilled 
Enterprises 
Pty Ltd 

Traffic 
Management 
Certification 

The project is to obtain certification for the 
Traffic Management Company Registration 
Scheme which will result in training and 
employment opportunities for local 
Aboriginal people. 

Kimberley  $33,000 $0 No 

Frillnecks 
Enterprises 
Pty Ltd 

Little Bilbies 
Expansion 
Project 

The project of expanding an existing day-
care facility in Derby includes funding two 
new buildings, a playground, a play deck 
with shade sail, security and perimeter 
fencing and safety features such as internal 
fencing, safety gates and ramps. 

Kimberley  $170,000 $0 No 

Fenix-
Newhaul Pty 
Ltd 

World leading 
simulator 
technology to 
enhance the 
Road Train 
driver learning 
experience, 
providing more 
robust, safer 
and quicker 
training. 

Purchase a simulator manufactured by 
CKAS that works in a similar way to an 
aircraft simulator.  Newhaul’s Kick Start 
Driver Training Academy is being 
established in Geraldton to address three 
significant needs – Create jobs in the Mid 
West region, Create sustainable career 
pathways for indigenous people in the Mid 
West region, Assist the State to meet the 
acute labour shortages facing the mining 
and resources sector.  This centrepiece of 
the Academy is unlike anything else in 
Australia and has been designed to include 
an actual Mack truck cabin, as well as to 
replicate specific road routes through 
advanced software and mapping. 

Mid West $250,000 $0 No 

Nufab 
Industries Pty 
Ltd 

Computer 
Numeric 
Control (CNC) 
High Definition 
(HD) Plasma 
Cutting 

Purchase Computer Numeric Controlled 
(CNC) High Definition (HD) Plasma 
Cutting machine due to an increasing 
internal business need for precision cutting 
of high grade thick metal plates to make 
custom parts that Nufab use in the 
manufacture of market leading farming 
machinery. The CNC project will enable 
Nufab to complete all its machine cutting 
in-house in Geraldton, as well as provide 
this service and capability to other local 
businesses. 

Mid West $146,700 $0 Yes 

Wajarri 
Yamaji 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Wajarri 
Cultural 
Tourism Walga 
Rock and 
Wilgie Mia 

Commence conducting cultural tours based 
in Cue and visiting Walga Rock and/or the 
Wilgie Mia Ochre Mine. Tours will initially 
be half day to Walga Rock or overnight 
camping to visit both sites. We have 
identified a Wajarri member who is currently 
conducting ad hoc tours with permission 
from Traditional Owners. This proposal will 
formalise this arrangement and includes 
marketing to develop the profile and 
generate customer interest and numbers. 
This project is the precursor to a much 
larger project (see attached Walganah 
(Walga Rock) and Wilgie Mia Concept 
Design and Tourism Framework Report). 

Mid West $216,366 $0 No 

New Leaf 
Connect 

New Leaf 
Connect – 
Trailer 
Addition 

Purchase a customised trailer and fit it with 
additional equipment – barbeque, Engel, 
folding chairs and table – to enhance the 
customer experience while on tours, custom 
trips and experiences in the Midwest and to 
allow additional storage space for private 
transport jobs. 

Mid West $11,051 $0 No 

Rainstar 
Holdings Pty 
Ltd 

Wooleen 
Station Visitors 
Building 

Relocate and refurbish a 1922 Shearer’s 
Shed Kitchen and transform it into the 
Wooleen Station Visitors Building to 
include a merchandise outlet, hospitality 
service, interpretive space, art gallery and 
meeting room. 

Mid West $100,000 $0 No 
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Hunsa 
Smallgoods 
Pty Ltd 

Domestic and 
Export 
Production 
Expansion 
Capacity 
Upgrade 

Install new equipment including a vacuum 
fill and portion system enabling an increase 
in manufacturing capacity and triple the 
speed to manage the expected increase in 
export business. 

Peel $90,000 $0 Yes 

Eden Towers 
Pty Ltd 

Growing Bush 
Foods 

Establishment of a solar powered vertical 
farm in the Peel Business Park (a first for 
Australia) with significant Growing Bush 
Foods program in addition to other product 
development / growing opportunities. 
The Growing Bush Foods project will 
explore the over 6,000 different varieties of 
bush foods and see which of these grow 
best in a vertical farm environment. Once 
the right crops are selected, they will be 
developed into commercial products either 
through direct sales for edible products, 
downstream processing for commercial 
uses, support reforestation or explore other 
uses. The ultimate goal being the 
establishment of new/different product 
segment into a growing bush food market. 
To support the vertical farm and Growing 
Bush Foods project, Eden Towers will 
construct an onsite laboratory and establish 
a commercialisation program for the 
growing of Bush Foods for consumption, 
development into pharmaceutical or 
cosmetics and explore other downstream 
uses. 

Peel $170,000 $0 No 

Caravan King Workshop 
Expansion & 
Job Creation 

Design and construct new production 
facility to service demands within the Peel 
for caravan and motorhome maintenance, 
repair and upgrade. 

Peel $160,000 $0 Yes 

Spinifex 
Brewery 

Establish at the 
WAFIP in the 
Peel region and 
expand 
production 
capacity 
through 
installation of 
a canning line 

Spinifex Brewery Limited will establish 
a production brewery within the WA Food 
Innovation Precinct.  The purpose of this 
RED grant application is to seek funds to 
purchase and install a canning line within 
the Spinifex production brewery.  The 
canning line is essential equipment to 
enable Spinifex to package beer for sale 
into the Australian domestic market and to 
export the Taste of Australia range. 

Peel $150,000 $0 Yes 

Chaff City Chaff City 
Expansion and 
Automation 

Purchase and installation of equipment to 
semi automate mixing and packaging 
processes for muesli and grain mixes 
produced by Chaff City. These 
improvements will ultimately result in 
Chaff City being able to expand further into 
the Australian market and export their 
products internationally. 

Peel $90,000 $0 Yes 

Smartstream 
Technology 
Pty Ltd T/A 
Smartstream 
Technology 

Procurement, 
installation and 
commissioning 
of a second 
Rotomoulding 
machine 

Procure, install and operate a second, larger 
rotomoulding machine to keep up with 
current and future demand for the 
innovative in-house scientifically 
developed sewer/wastewater and 
stormwater product range for use by the 
civil and industrial industries. 

Peel $120,000 $0 Yes 

Darryl Corps 
Family Trust 

REDS VR 
(Regional 
Earthmoving 
Digital 
Simulators – 
Virtual Reality) 

The project aims to deliver three cutting edge 
virtual reality civil and construction training 
modules, in a purpose built solar powered 
facility in Karratha. The project will offer an 
efficient, safe and environmentally 
sustainable solution to workforce upskilling, 

Pilbara $150,000 $0 No 
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increasing he number of locally based skilled 
human resources. Karratha Earthmoving 
intend to expand the VR simulator offering, 
to create the Civil and Construction Centre 
of Excellence (CCCoE), the first of its kind 
in regional Western Australia. Funding will 
specifically assist in the purchase of the 
simulator. 

Jenkinson 
Wilson 
Charters Pty 
Ltd (Kuarlu 
Marine 
Charters 
Onslow WA) 

Kuarlu Marine 
Charters 
Onslow 

The project aims to establish a marine 
charter operation in Onslow with a key 
focus on engaging and training local youth. 
Funding will be used for the purchase of 
the 65ft vessel which will provide a range 
of marine tourism experiences, including 
sightseeing and fishing charters, whale 
watching tours, Mackerel and Monte Bello 
Island extended charters, special charters 
for marine cadets, island beach clean 
charters, marine environment and safety 
education, and partnering with other 
Indigenous organisations for cultural tours. 
In conjunction with the charter operations, 
the applicant will run a cadetship 
program aimed at local Indigenous youth 
to offer a pathway to marine and related 
industry career opportunities, while 
reconnecting them to their culture and 
tradition of the Thalanyji people, who are 
the Traditional Owners of the Onslow 
area. The final component of the project 
is to use the vessel as a commercial 
fishing charter during the tourism 
shoulder and off-season.  

Pilbara $250,000 $0 No 

Town Of Port 
Hedland 

Kingsford 
Smith Business 
Park and 
Airport 
Precinct 
Business Fibre 
Zone Project 

The project aims to establish a Business 
Fibre Zone (BFZ), under a co-investment 
model with NBN, at Kingsford Smith 
Business Park and the broader Port 
Hedland International Airport precinct.  
The project will: 
• Enhance reliability for bandwidth 
intensive applications;  
• Facilitate scalability to suit business 
demand;  
• Support improved production, 
collaboration and innovation; and  
• achieve greater service equity between 
BFZ located businesses and the 
metropolitan centre.  
Funding is specifically sought to assist with 
payment for the Business Fibre Zone. 

Pilbara $97,000 $0 No 

Weerianna 
Street Media 
Pty Ltd 

Establishment 
of IndigiFlix – 
Australia’s first 
online 
streaming 
service for 
Indigenous 
films, 
documentaries, 
tv series’ and 
music events 

The project aims to create Australia’s first 
all- Indigenous online subscription based 
streaming service, IndigiFlix. IndigiFlix 
will host extremely high quality short films, 
documentaries, television series and music 
events.  
Weerianna Street Media (WSM) is a cross-
media company owned and operated by 
Tyson Mowarin, a Ngarluma man. WSM 
will approach local, national, international 
Indigenous artists to broadcast their works 
on IndigiFlix. The artists will be paid a fee 
for their works and after two years WSM 
will invest profits from IndigiFlix into the 
local Pilbara community through creation 
and production of additional films and live-
streaming events, creating jobs and demand 

Pilbara $110,000 $0 Yes 
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for a range of services and products. Funding 
is specifically sought to assist in website 
development, preparation of content, part 
time editor, 3 year subscription to Uscreen, 
legal fees, marketing and publicity, 
equipment and training. 

Woodbines 
Enterprises 
Pty Ltd 
(Tender 
Relief) 

Tender Relief 
Online 

The project aims to build and market an 
interactive and educational software 
product and easy to use mobile app to help 
Pilbara businesses produce quality tender 
applications. Tender Relief has completed 
the design and planning work and released 
a prototype to 42 Pilbara based businesses 
to test the market, 5 of those businesses 
signed up for an annual membership with 
two signing up multiple staff members. The 
next stage of the project is building the 
software and functionality, populating the 
content, marketing and launch. Funding will 
specifically be used to assist in the 
development of the app and wages for a data 
entry and administrator, a junior developer, 
and a senior technology developer. 

Pilbara $100,000 $0 No 

Hemp 
Squared Pty 
Ltd 

Hemp Squared 
Manufacturing 
Facility 
Expansion 
Project 

Hemp Squared is a start-up business 
manufacturing hemp-lime blocks for 
sustainable housing construction. The 
production of hemp-lime building blocks 
creates a market for hemp hurd in 
Western Australia. Hemp Squared has 
conducted research and development and 
product trials at its existing nano-plant 
manufacturing facility near Bridgetown. 
The existing facility has reached capacity 
and this expansion project includes 
construction of a 375m2 shed, 5 pneumatic 
block presses and ancillary equipment to 
facilitate block production. The new facility 
will increase production capacity 
to 200,000 hemp-lime blocks per year 
(enough to construct 100–120 dwellings). 
Demands is expected to grow to 
about 1,000,000 blocks by 2027. The 
project will employ an additional 6 
permanent full time staff and 3 part time 
staff to facilitate increased production. 

South West $100,000 $0 Yes 

Jakim Pty Ltd 
(Margaret 
River Free 
Range Eggs) 

Advanced 
Climatically 
Controlled Egg 
Processing 
Plant 

This project responds to the rising 
consumer demand for free range production 
and changes to food safety standards 
Funding will support the construction of an 
advanced climatically controlled egg 
processing plant that will : 
• improve food safety and quality through 
automation in a temperature controlled 
environment 
• reduce unit costs through economies of 
scale 
• increase marketing power through 
economies of scope 
• enable egg producers to compete in 
markets where they previously were 
impeded through either cost, price, scale or 
quality 
• encourage the expansion of egg 
production by existing producers  
•encourage new producers to enter the 
industry   
•enhance industry sustainability and growth 

South West $150,000 $0 No 
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Margaret 
River 
Busselton 
Tourism 
Association 
Inc. 

Eagles Heritage 
Capacity & 
Experience 
Enhancement 
Project 

The project will focus on increasing capacity 
and enhancing the visitor experience at 
Eagles Heritage. Funding will support:  
1 An audio-enabled discovery tour of the 
large bush block precinct that provides 
engaging interpretation of the birds of prey, 
the flora as told through the perspective of 
local Aboriginal customs and traditional 
uses narrated by Wadandi custodians, and 
Wadandi Boodja and the connection to and 
care of country for 60,000+ years. 
2. A large built structure that provides an 
immersive, audio-visual, nocturnal bird of 
prey experience with 360 degree screens. 
Visitors enter the facility and in a darkened 
space experience sounds and glimpses of 
nocturnal birds of prey in action while 
learning more about the local nocturnal 
wildlife of our region. 

South West $100,000 $0 Yes 

RCR Mining 
Technologies 
Pty Ltd 

Apron Feeder 
Components 
Robotic Welder 

RCR’s highest selling product is its apron 
feeder, which RCR design and manufacture 
in a range of sizes according to customer 
specifications for the mining sector. As part 
of the company’s maintenance and product 
support program, RCR also design and 
manufacture key apron feeder replacement 
and spare parts such as return rollers, carry 
roller frames and take-up housing. To meet 
demand for the large volumes of spare parts 
manufactured by RCR the company 
currently uses semi-automated CNC 
machines to manufacture componentry 
which is manually welded together to form 
the part. The ‘Apron Feeder Components 
Robotic Welder’ Project allows RCR to 
modernise and automate what is a laborious, 
repetitive and inefficient process, whilst 
maximising production output and 
improving price competitiveness. 

South West $99,181 $0 Yes 

The Trustees 
for the Nigg 
Family Trust 
(Hidden 
River Estate) 

The South West 
Strawberry 
Propagation 
Project 

This project is now in its fourth year of 
operation having completed trials on the 
propagation of several licenced varieties 
of strawberry. In 2020 the company 
produced 95,000 potted plants (known as 
plugs) which were sold to WA 
growers. Plants are propagated using an 
innovative approach to avoid soil borne 
disease and cultivated in nursery trays to 
produce established plugs. These plugs 
outperform imported plugs in productivity 
and early fruiting. The business has 
reached production capacity with current 
infrastructure and is seeking support to 
expand infrastructure to allow for the 
production of over 1 million plugs per 
season. With the new infrastructure the 
business will upscale production capacity 
to establish a niche new industry in the 
South West and provide ongoing and 
seasonal employment for local workers 
and contractors. 

South West $100,000 $0 Yes 

Noongar 
Land 
Enterprise 
Group – 
Boola 
Boornap 

Native Tree 
Nursery 
Upgrade and 
Expansion 

The RED funding will enable upgrades to 
the native tree nursery to increase 
production to 2 million seedlings per 
annum and gain accreditation to allow 
direct sales to the public.  
The funding will go towards water 

Wheatbelt $100,000 $0 Yes 
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catchment and storage, office repairs and 
upgrades, shed repairs and upgrades and 
improving the growing area by undertaking 
repairs and expansion to accommodate the 
increased capacity target. 

Shire of 
Bruce Rock 

Bruce Rock 
Supermarket 

The Shire of Bruce Rock supermarket burnt 
down in March 2021.  The Shire has 
purchased the old supermarket site with the 
intention of constructing and fitting out 
a new building to be leased to a suitable 
independent retailer.  
The RED funding will contribute to the 
construction and fit out works, with funds 
to be put towards the construction of the 
supermarket superstructure. 

Wheatbelt $105,000 $0 No 

Whinbin 
Rock Farms 

Armstrong 
Malt – Artisan 
Malthouse 
Establishment 

Whinbin Rock Farms is located in the Shire 
of Narrogin and is establishing an artisan 
malthouse using 100% local West 
Australian grains. The Malthouse will focus 
on speciality malts, special releases and 
custom options crafted from a variety of 
local grains and tailored towards supplying 
speciality and niche markets of the West 
Australian beer and spirit industry. The 
drum malting system, believed to be the 
first of its kind in Australia, will enable 
specialty, custom malts to be produced. 
Whinbin Rock Farms intends to expand 
into low gluten and gluten-free malts.  
The RED funding will contribute to the 
construction of a shed on Whinbin Rock 
Farms’ property to house the malting 
equipment and infrastructure. 

Wheatbelt $190,000 $0 No 

Augment 
Agriculture 

Living Farm 
Expansion and 
New Integrated 
Facility 

The RED funding will contribute to the 
construction of a integrated facility 
combining offices, equipment sheds, 
mechanical workshops and storage.  The 
facility will become the head office and 
operations centre for Living Farm, 
allowing it to remain in the region, expand 
and provide significant economic benefits 
to the Wheatbelt. 

Wheatbelt $200,000 $0 No 

Evoke Living 
Homes 

ELH 
Manufacturing 
Facility 

The RED funding will contribute to the 
construction of a purpose-built undercover 
facility of 2,000m2 to allow the manufacture 
of homes in all weather conditions. This new 
facility will enable a significant reduction in 
production delays and double production 
capacity. By increasing turnover, additional 
full-time employees and apprentices can be 
taken on, giving Evoke Living Homes surety 
of labour and ability to scale by entering into 
new markets. 

Wheatbelt $200,000 $0 No 

FINANCE — GOVERNMENT FLEET — ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
460. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Finance: 
(1) I refer to the State fleet for the each individual financial year 2019–20 and 2020–21, and ask: 

(a) How many vehicles were there in the State fleet; and of those how many were: 
(i) Electric; 
(ii) Plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEVs); 
(iii) Other hybrid; and 
(iv) Hydrogen; 

(b) How many allowances for vehicles were paid; and 
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(c) What was the total cost of those allowances? 
(2) For (1)(a)–(c), please identify the total number of vehicles for: 

(a) Ministerial offices, Ministerial staff or Ministers; and 
(b) Departments, government trading entities, or agencies? 

Dr A.D. Buti replied: 
The Department of Finance advises: 
(1) (a) In 2019–20 and 2020–21 there were 8,754 vehicles and 8793 vehicles in the State fleet, respectively. 

(i)–(iv) There were, eight electric vehicles in 2019–20 and 11 in 2020–21; one Plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicle (PHEV) in 2019–20 and 2020–21; 281 hybrid vehicles in 2019–20 and 
370 hybrid vehicles in 2020–21. There were no hydrogen vehicles. 

(b)–(c) The Department of Finance does not hold any records of vehicle allowances paid by other 
government entities. 

(2) (a) In 2019–20 and 2020–21 Ministerial offices, ministerial staff and Ministers were allocated 45 and 
47 vehicles, respectively. Of these, there were three hybrid vehicles in 2019–20 and eight hybrid 
vehicles in 2020–21. 

(b) In 2019–20 and 2020–21 there were 8754 and 8793 vehicles allocated to Departments, government 
trading enterprises and agencies, respectively. 
Of these vehicles there were eight electric vehicles in 2019–20 and 11 in 2020–21; nil PHEV in 
2019–20 and one in 2020–21; 281 hybrid vehicles in 2019–20 and 370 hybrid vehicles in 2020–21. 
Government Trading Enterprises are not mandated to lease vehicles, in whole or part, through 
State fleet arrangements.  The above information includes vehicles leased by Western Australian 
Treasury Corporation, Fremantle Port Authority and Development WA. 

PUBLIC SECTOR — ANNUAL REPORTS — COSTS 
461. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Public Sector Management: 
I refer to the requirement for departments and agencies to advise the Public Sector Commission (PSC) of the costs 
of producing their annual reports, and ask: 
(a) What was the total cost of production for every agency or department as reported to the PSC for the 

financial years: 
(i) 2017–18; 
(ii) 2018–19; 
(iii) 2019–20; 
(iv) 2020–21; and 
(v) 2021–22; 

(b) For each individual financial year and agency or department in (a)(i)–(v), what was the cost of distribution 
for those annual reports; and 

(c) For each individual financial year and agency or department in (a)(i)–(v), what was the total figure for 
wages paid to external agencies and/or consultants to support the production and distribution of those 
annual reports? 

Mr M. McGowan replied: 
(a)–(c) [See tabled paper no 1118.] for costs reported by agencies for the 2017–18 financial year. 

Since 2018–19, published annual reporting guidelines have advised public sector agencies to keep records 
of the costs of producing their annual reports to respond to individual requests for information. They have 
not been required to report these costs to the Public Sector Commission since this time. 
Agencies have never been required to report ‘the cost of distribution’ separately. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — STAFF 
462. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Public Sector Management: 
I refer to Legislative Assembly Tabled Paper 971 which details Ministerial Office staffing as at 20 January 2022, 
and ask: 
(a) Please detail any changes including FTE or class/Level, whether any new mobile phone plans have been 

activated, any vacant positions filled, any vacancies created and any staff resignations since 20 January 2022? 
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Mr M. McGowan replied: 
This information is included on the Ministerial Office Staffing Report, tabled in Parliament by the McGowan 
Labor Government multiple times a year. 
An updated report will be tabled in Parliament in due course, as per usual arrangements. 

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
463. Ms M.J. Davies to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education and Training: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr T.J. Healy replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
464. Ms M.J. Davies to the minister representing the Minister for Medical Research: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
465. Ms M.J. Davies to the Premier representing the Minister for Regional Development: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr M. McGowan replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

PREMIER — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
466. Ms M.J. Davies to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal–State 

Relations: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr M. McGowan replied: 
(a)–(b) This detailed information is not readily available and would require considerable time to collate and 

prepare, which would divert staff away from their normal duties. It is not considered to be a reasonable 
or appropriate use of government resources to provide this information. 
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MINISTER FOR STATE DEVELOPMENT, JOBS AND TRADE — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
467. Ms M.J. Davies to the Deputy Premier; Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade; Tourism; 

Commerce; Science: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
(a)–(b) (i)–(ii) Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
468. Ms M.J. Davies to the minister representing the Minister for Emergency Services; Innovation and 

ICT; Volunteering: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr R.R. Whitby replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 464. 

MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
469. Ms M.J. Davies to the minister representing the Minister for Agriculture and Food; Hydrogen Industry: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr D.A. Templeman replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR CULTURE AND THE ARTS — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
470. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Culture and the Arts; Sport and Recreation; International 

Education; Heritage: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr D.A. Templeman replied: 
(a)–(b) Please refer to Legislative Assembly question on notice 466 

ATTORNEY GENERAL — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
471. Ms M.J. Davies to the Attorney General; Minister for Electoral Affairs: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
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(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 
(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr J.R. Quigley replied: 
(a)–(b) Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR POLICE — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
472. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Police; Road Safety; Defence Industry; Veterans Issues: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr P. Papalia replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466 

MINISTER FOR MINES AND PETROLEUM — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
473. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Energy; Corrective Services; Industrial 

Relations: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr W.J. Johnston replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466 

MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
474. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Transport; Planning; Ports: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Ms R. Saffioti replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR FINANCE — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
475. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Finance; Aboriginal Affairs; Racing and Gaming; Citizenship 

and Multicultural Interests: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Dr A.D. Buti replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 
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MINISTER FOR CHILD PROTECTION — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
476. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Child Protection; Women’s Interests; Prevention of Family and 

Domestic Violence; Community Services: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Ms S.F. McGurk replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR WATER — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
477. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Water; Forestry; Youth: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr D.J. Kelly replied:  
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR HEALTH — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
478. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR HOUSING — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
479. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Housing; Lands; Homelessness; Local Government: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr J.N. Carey replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR DISABILITY SERVICES — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
480. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Disability Services; Small Business; Fisheries; Seniors and Ageing: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
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(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 
(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr D.T. Punch replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
481. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Environment; Climate Action: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the most recent Ministerial reshuffle 
on 17 December 2021, and I ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received for each month; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was responded to and then considered completed: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr R.R. Whitby replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
482. Ms M.J. Davies to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education and Training: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr T.J. Healy replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
483. Ms M.J. Davies to the minister representing the Minister for Medical Research: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 468. 

MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
484. Ms M.J. Davies to the Premier representing the Minister for Regional Development: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr M. McGowan replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 
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PREMIER — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
485. Ms M.J. Davies to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal–State 

Relations: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr M. McGowan replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 
MINISTER FOR STATE DEVELOPMENT, JOBS AND TRADE — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
486. Ms M.J. Davies to the Deputy Premier; Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade; Tourism; 

Commerce; Science: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
(a)–(b) (i)–(ii) Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
487. Ms M.J. Davies to the minister representing the Minister for Emergency Services; Innovation and 

ICT; Volunteering: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr R.R. Whitby replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 483. 

MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
488. Ms M.J. Davies to the minister representing the Minister for Agriculture and Food; Hydrogen Industry: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr D.A. Templeman replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR CULTURE AND THE ARTS — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
489. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Culture and the Arts; Sport and Recreation; International 

Education; Heritage: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
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(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 
(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr D.A. Templeman replied: 
(a)–(b) Please refer to Legislative Assembly question on notice 466 

ATTORNEY GENERAL — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
490. Ms M.J. Davies to the Attorney General; Minister for Electoral Affairs: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr J.R. Quigley replied: 
(a)–(b) Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR POLICE — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
491. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Police; Road Safety; Defence Industry; Veterans Issues: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr P. Papalia replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466 

MINISTER FOR MINES AND PETROLEUM — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
492. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Energy; Corrective Services; Industrial 

Relations: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr W.J. Johnston replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
493. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Transport; Planning; Ports: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Ms R. Saffioti replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 
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MINISTER FOR FINANCE — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
494. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Finance; Aboriginal Affairs; Racing and Gaming; Citizenship 

and Multicultural Interests: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Dr A.D. Buti replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR CHILD PROTECTION — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
495. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Child Protection; Women’s Interests; Prevention of Family and 

Domestic Violence; Community Services: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Ms S.F. McGurk replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR WATER — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
496. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Water; Forestry; Youth: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr D.J. Kelly replied:  
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR HEALTH — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
497. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR HOUSING — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
498. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Housing; Lands; Homelessness; Local Government: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
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(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 
(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr J.N. Carey replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR DISABILITY SERVICES — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
499. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Disability Services; Small Business; Fisheries; Seniors and Ageing: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr D.T. Punch replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
500. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Environment; Climate Action: 
I refer to correspondence received by the Minister’s Office for each month since the 2021 State election (13 March 2021 
to date), and ask: 
(a) What is the total number of correspondence that was received; and 
(b) What is the total number of correspondence that was completed and responded to: 

(i) Within 90 days; and 
(ii) After 90 days? 

Mr R.R. Whitby replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
501. Ms M.J. Davies to the Premier representing the Minister for Regional Development: 
I refer to correspondence sent from your office in your capacity as Minister for Regional Development, Hydrogen, 
and Agriculture, and ask: 
(a) How many pieces of correspondence have you sent to the following from 18 March 2021 to present, 

pertaining to portfolio specific issues: 
(i) Deputy Prime Minister; Federal Minister for Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Development, 

the Hon Barnaby Joyce MP; 
(ii) The Federal Minister for Regionalisation, Regional Communications and Regional Education, 

Senator the Hon Bridget McKenzie; 
(iii) The Federal Minister for Agriculture, the Hon David Littleproud MP; 
(iv) The Federal Minister for Industry, Energy and Emissions Reduction, the Hon Angus Taylor MP; 

and 
(v) The Federal Minister for Resources and Water, the Hon Keith Pitt MP? 

Mr M. McGowan replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 
MINISTER FOR STATE DEVELOPMENT, JOBS AND TRADE — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
502. Ms M.J. Davies to the Deputy Premier; Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade; Tourism; 

Commerce; Science: 
I refer to correspondence sent from your office in your capacity as Minister for Tourism, Commerce, State 
Development, Jobs and Trade, and Science, and ask: 
(a) How many pieces of correspondence have you sent to the following from 17 December 2021 to present, 

pertaining to portfolio specific issues: 
(i) The Federal Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment, the Hon Dan Tehan MP; 
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(ii) The Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator the Hon Marise Payne; 
(iii) The Federal Minister for Defence Industry, Science and Technology, the Hon Melissa Price MP; and 
(iv) The Federal Minister for Superannuation, Financial Services and the Digital Economy; Federal 

Minister for Women’s Economic Security, Senator the Hon Jane Hume? 
Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
(a) (i)–(iv) Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
503. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for International Education: 
I refer to correspondence sent from your office in your capacity as Minister for International Education, and ask: 
(a) How many pieces of correspondence have you sent to the following from 17 December 2021 to present, 

pertaining to portfolio specific issues: 
(i) The Federal Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment, the Hon Dan Tehan MP; 
(ii) The Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator the Hon Marise Payne; 
(iii) The Federal Minister for International Development and the Pacific, Senator the Hon Zed Seselja; 
(iv) The former Federal Minister for Education and Youth, the Hon Alan Tudge MP; 
(v) The Federal Minister for Employment, Workforce, Skills; Acting Federal Minister for Education, 

the Hon Stuart Robert MP; and 
(vi) The Federal Minister for Regionalisation, Regional Communications and Regional Education, 

Senator the Hon Bridget McKenzie? 
Mr D.A. Templeman replied: 
(a) (i)–(iv)  Nil 

(v) One 
(vi) Nil 

MINISTER FOR HEALTH — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
504. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
I refer to correspondence sent from your office in your capacity as Minister for Health and Mental Health, and ask: 
(a) How many pieces of correspondence have you sent to the following since 17 December 2021 to present, 

pertaining to portfolio specific issues: 
(i) The Federal Minister for Health, the Hon Greg Hunt MP; 
(ii) The Federal Assistant Minister to the Prime Minister for Mental Health and Suicide Prevention, 

the Hon David Coleman MP; 
(iii) The Federal Minister for Senior Australians and Aged Care Services, Senator the Hon Richard 

Colbeck; and 
(iv) The Federal Minister for Regional Health, the Hon Dr David Gillespie? 

Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

PREMIER — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
505. Ms M.J. Davies to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal–State 

Relations: 
(1) I refer to correspondence sent from your office in your capacity as Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public 

Sector Management; Minister for Federal–State Relations, and ask how many pieces of correspondence 
have you sent to the following from 17 December 2021 to present, pertaining to portfolio specific issues: 
(a) Governor General, His Excellency General the Honourable David Hurley AC DSC; 
(b) Prime Minister, the Hon Scott Morrison MP; 
(c) Deputy Prime Minister, the Hon Barnaby Joyce MP; and 
(d) Federal Treasurer, the Hon Josh Frydenberg MP? 

(2) How many pieces of correspondence have you sent to the following from 17 December 2021 to present: 
(a) Premier of New South Wales, the Hon Dominic Perrottet MP; 
(b) Premier of Queensland, the Hon Annastacia Palaszczuk MP; 
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(c) Premier of South Australia, the Hon Peter Malinauskas MP; 
(d) Former Premier of South Australia, the Hon Steven Marshall MP; 
(e) Premier of Tasmania, the Hon Peter Gutwein MP; 
(f) Premier of Victoria, the Hon Daniel Andrews MP; 
(g) Chief Minister for the Northern Territory, the Hon Michael Gunner MLA; 
(h) Chief Minister for the Australian Capital Territory, Andrew Barr MLA; and 
(i) Administrator of the Territories of Christmas Island and the Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Natasha 

Griggs? 
Mr M. McGowan replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
506. Ms M.J. Davies to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education and Training: 
I refer to correspondence sent from your office in your capacity as Minister for Education and Training, and ask: 
(a) How many pieces of correspondence have you sent to the following from 18 March 2021 to present, 

pertaining to portfolio specific issues: 
(i) The Federal Minister for Regionalisation, Regional Communications and Regional Education, 

Senator the Hon Bridget McKenzie; 
(ii) The Federal Minister for Employment, Workforce, Skills; Acting Federal Minister for Education, 

the Hon Stuart Robert MP; 
(iii) The former Federal Minister for Education, the Hon Alan Tudge MP; and 
(iv) Assistant Minister for Youth and Employment Services, the Hon Luke Howarth MP? 

Mr T.J. Healy replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT — PORTFOLIOS — CORRESPONDENCE 
507. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Transport; Planning; Ports: 
I refer to correspondence sent from your office in your capacity as Minister for Planning; Transport; Ports, and ask: 
(a) How many pieces of correspondence have you sent to the following from 18 March 2021 to present, 

pertaining to portfolio specific issues: 
(i) Deputy Prime Minister; Federal Minister for Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Development, 

Hon Barnaby Joyce MP; 
(ii) The Federal Minister for Regionalisation, Regional Communications and Regional Education, 

Senator the Hon Bridget McKenzie; 
(iii) The Federal Minister for Agriculture, the Hon David Littleproud MP; 
(iv) The Federal Minister for Industry, Energy and Emissions Reduction, the Hon Angus Taylor MP; 
(v) The Federal Minister for Communications, Urban Infrastructure, Cities and the Arts, the 

Hon Paul Fletcher MP; 
(vi) Assistant Minister for Road Safety and Freight Transport, the Hon Scott Buchholz MP; 
(vii) Assistant Minister for Regional Development and Territories, the Hon Nola Marino MP; 
(viii) Assistant Minister to the Deputy Prime Minister, the Hon Kevin Hogan MP; and 
(ix) The Federal Minister for Resources and Water, the Hon Keith Pitt MP? 

Ms R. Saffioti replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 466. 

JOBS, TOURISM, SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY — TIMBER IMPORTS 
508. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade: 
Does the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Industry track imports of timber? If yes please detail: 
(a) Country of origin; 
(b) Purposes of the timber imported; and 
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(c) Percentage of total timber imports from each country of origin? 

Mr R.H. Cook replied: 

The Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation advises: 

No. 

(a)–(c) Not Applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 

509. Ms M.J. Davies to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal–State 
Relations: 

I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 

(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 
or your ministerial office only for: 

(i) Intrastate travel; and 

(ii) Interstate travel; and 

(b) Referring to tabled paper 1074 provided in response to question on notice 359 and for your / your 
offices 2020–21 interstate flights: 

(i) Please detail how only $138.53 was spent on interstate flights by yourself or your office in 2020–21; 

(ii) Where the flights were to or from; 

(iii) The purpose of travel; 

(iv) The people on those flights; and 

(v) The value of and type of any frequent flyer points or travel credits used to help cover the cost of 
interstate flights? 

Mr M. McGowan replied: 

(a) Refer to Legislative Assembly tabled paper 1074. 

(b) The $138.53 consists of non-refundable booking and cancellation fees for cancelled interstate travel. No 
travel occurred and no frequent flyer points or credits were attained. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 

510. Ms M.J. Davies to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education and Training: 

I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 

(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 
or your ministerial office only for: 

(i) Intrastate travel; and 

(ii) Interstate travel? 

Mr T.J. Healy replied: 

Refer to Legislative Assembly tabled paper number 1074. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 

511. Ms M.J. Davies to the minister representing the Minister for Medical Research: 

I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 

(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 
or your ministerial office only for: 

(i) Intrastate travel; and 

(ii) Interstate travel? 

Ms A. Sanderson replied: 

Please refer to Legislative Assembly tabled paper 1074. 
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MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 
512. Ms M.J. Davies to the Premier representing the Minister for Regional Development: 
I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 
(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 

or your ministerial office only for: 
(i) Intrastate travel; and 
(ii) Interstate travel? 

Mr M. McGowan replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly tabled paper 1074. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 
513. Ms M.J. Davies to the Deputy Premier; Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade; Tourism; 

Commerce; Science: 
I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 
(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 

or your ministerial office only for: 
(i) Intrastate travel; and 
(ii) Interstate travel? 

Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
(a) (i)–(ii) Refer to Legislative Assembly tabled paper 1074. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 
514. Ms M.J. Davies to the minister representing the Minister for Emergency Services; Innovation and 

ICT; Volunteering: 
I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 
(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 

or your ministerial office only for: 
(i) Intrastate travel; and 
(ii) Interstate travel? 

Mr R.R. Whitby replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 511. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 
515. Ms M.J. Davies to the minister representing the Minister for Agriculture and Food; Hydrogen Industry: 
I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 
(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 

or your ministerial office only for: 
(i) Intrastate travel; and 
(ii) Interstate travel? 

Mr D.A. Templeman replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly tabled paper 1074. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 
516. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Culture and the Arts; Sport and Recreation; International 

Education; Heritage: 
I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 
(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 

or your ministerial office only for: 
(i) Intrastate travel; and 
(ii) Interstate travel? 
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Mr D.A. Templeman replied: 
(a) Please refer to Legislative Assembly tabled paper 1074 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 
517. Ms M.J. Davies to the Attorney General; Minister for Electoral Affairs: 
I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 
(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 

or your ministerial office only for: 
(i) Intrastate travel; and 
(ii) Interstate travel? 

Mr J.R. Quigley replied: 
(a) Refer to Legislative Assembly tabled paper 1074. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 
518. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Police; Road Safety; Defence Industry; Veterans Issues: 
I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 
(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 

or your ministerial office only for: 
(i) Intrastate travel; and 
(ii) Interstate travel? 

Mr P. Papalia replied: 
(a) (i)–(ii) Nil. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 
519. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Energy; Corrective Services; Industrial 

Relations: 
I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 
(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 

or your ministerial office only for: 
(i) Intrastate travel; and 
(ii) Interstate travel? 

Mr W.J. Johnston replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly tabled paper 1074. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 
520. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Transport; Planning; Ports: 
I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 
(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 

or your ministerial office only for: 
(i) Intrastate travel; and 
(ii) Interstate travel? 

Ms R. Saffioti replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly Tabled Paper 1074. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 
521. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Finance; Aboriginal Affairs; Racing and Gaming; Citizenship 

and Multicultural Interests: 
I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 
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(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 
or your ministerial office only for: 
(i) Intrastate travel; and 
(ii) Interstate travel? 

Dr A.D. Buti replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly tabled paper 1074. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 
522. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Child Protection; Women’s Interests; Prevention of Family and 

Domestic Violence; Community Services: 
I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 
(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 

or your ministerial office only for: 
(i) Intrastate travel; and 
(ii) Interstate travel? 

Ms S.F. McGurk replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Tabled Paper 1074. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 
523. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Water; Forestry; Youth: 
I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 
(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 

or your ministerial office only for: 
(i) Intrastate travel; and 
(ii) Interstate travel? 

Mr D.J. Kelly replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly tabled paper 1074. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 
524. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 
(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 

or your ministerial office only for: 
(i) Intrastate travel; and 
(ii) Interstate travel? 

Ms A. Sanderson replied: 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly tabled paper 1074.  

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 
525. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Housing; Lands; Homelessness; Local Government: 
I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 
(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 

or your ministerial office only for: 
(i) Intrastate travel; and 
(ii) Interstate travel? 

Mr J.N. Carey replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly tabled paper 1074. 
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MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 

526. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Disability Services; Small Business; Fisheries; Seniors and Ageing: 
I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 
(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 

or your ministerial office only for: 
(i) Intrastate travel; and 
(ii) Interstate travel? 

Mr D.T. Punch replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly tabled paper 1074. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — TRAVEL EXPENSES 

527. Ms M.J. Davies to the Minister for Environment; Climate Action: 
I refer to flights undertaken by the Minister’s office for the 2017–18, 2018–19, 2019–20, and 2020–21 financial 
years. Further to the response to questions on notice 356 to 373, I ask again: 
(a) For each financial year, please specify the amount of money expended on charter transport flights by you 

or your ministerial office only for: 
(i) Intrastate travel; and 
(ii) Interstate travel? 

Mr R.R. Whitby replied: 
Refer to Legislative Assembly tabled paper 1074. 

__________ 
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