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THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr S.J. Price) took the chair at 9.00 am, acknowledged country and read prayers. 

PAPERS TABLED 

Papers were tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house. 

STATE CULTURAL TREASURES AWARDS 

Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.02 am]: On 7 December 2022, 
the State Cultural Treasures Awards were announced at a formal ceremony held in the Government House ballroom. 
The inaugural State Cultural Treasures Awards—previously named the State Living Treasures Awards—were 
awarded in 1998 to honour senior Western Australian artists who have made a lifelong contribution to arts and culture 
and to their community. These awards were presented with the addition of a new category, “community impact”. 
This was included to acknowledge the impact that community arts organisations and individuals have on the arts 
and cultural ecology in Western Australia.  

In the writing category, Noongar Professor Kim Scott was recognised for his outstanding contribution to literature. 
As a gifted educator, Kim has dedicated himself to reclaiming Noongar culture and language. In the music category, 
Ms Helen Matthews was recognised for the exceptional lifelong contribution she has made to jazz. Helen’s career, 
numerous accolades and legacy has cemented her role as WA’s first lady of jazz. In the visual arts category, senior 
Kukatja, Wangkatjungka and Manyjilyjarra lawman Mr Helicopter Tjungurrayi was recognised for his extraordinary 
art and the invaluable mentorship and guidance he has provided to younger generations, breaking new ground for 
First Nations artists. In the community impact–organisation category, the Nannup Music Festival, which is on in 
March, was recognised for its impact and contribution to the Western Australian music sector and the broader 
community. This community-driven festival is an iconic cultural asset. In the design category, Chris Hill was 
recognised for his contribution to design, notably in the Kimberley theatre and arts community. Chris has created 
sets and props for theatre and screen. In 2020, Chris and his partner, artist Gwen Knox, were both appointed patrons 
of the fiftieth anniversary Shinju Matsuri Festival in recognition of their enormous contribution to the arts over 
three decades. In the dance category, Terri Charlesworth, OAM, was recognised for her exceptional achievements 
in ballet throughout her career both at home and internationally. In the combined theatre and film category, Yamatji 
man Ernie Dingo, AM, was awarded for his contribution to theatre, film and the media across his career, including 
his invaluable mentorship and guidance for future generations. In the community impact–individual category, 
Jabirr Jabirr and Djugan lawman Wayne Jowandi Barker was recognised for his lifelong contribution and 
profound role in reinvigorating and transforming Kimberley cultural performances and heightening the impact of 
the Kimberley Aboriginal Law and Culture Centre. I am sure that all members will join me in acknowledging the 
recipients for their contribution and commitment to the Western Australian arts community and beyond. 

NATIONAL CULTURAL POLICY 

Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.05 am]: I am delighted to 
inform the house of a positive development for the arts, entertainment and culture sectors, with the delivery of the 
national cultural policy on 30 January 2023 on the land of the Bunurong people of the south-eastern Kulin Nation 
in Victoria. I attended the launch by the Prime Minister, Hon Anthony Albanese, and the federal Minister for the 
Arts, Hon Tony Burke, of the new national cultural policy titled Revive: A place for every story, a story for every 
place. I have a copy in my hand. We were privileged to see some brilliant performances by Australian artists and 
celebrated with 300 attendees from the arts, cultural and creative sectors and Aboriginal organisations from across 
Australia. Revive is a five-year plan to renew and revive Australia’s arts, entertainment and cultural sectors. The new 
policy commits $286 million in dedicated funding and has measures that will support Australia’s creative workers, 
organisations and audiences. It signals a commitment to arts, culture and heritage as central to Australia’s future. 

Revive includes the transformation of the Australia Council to Creative Australia, a new national body for arts and 
culture. Creative Australia will include the formation of a dedicated First Nations–led board to drive decision-making 
for investment in First Nations arts and culture. Two new divisions will also be created to specifically support the 
Australian music industry and the literature sector, and a new position of national poet laureate will be established. 
The policy is structured around five interconnected pillars that set out the government’s strategic objectives—
First Nations first, a place for every story, centrality of the artist, strong cultural infrastructure, and engaging the 
audience. Under the centrality of the artist pillar, a centre for arts and entertainment workplaces will be created 
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within the newly established Creative Australia. The centre will provide advice on issues of pay, safety and welfare 
in the arts and entertainment sectors, refer matters to the relevant authorities, and develop codes of conduct and 
resources for the sectors. 
The national cultural policy creates an opportunity for the commonwealth and the states and territories to work 
together more effectively. The resumption of the meeting of cultural ministers will provide a forum for discussion 
on key issues, including the empowerment of Aboriginal peoples through the delivery of this plan. I am delighted 
to see the synergies between state and federal policy pillars, including planning for our Aboriginal cultural centre 
that will showcase our First Nations stories and culture, and the establishment of a screen production facility to 
support our world-renowned screen industry. I look forward to continuing our collaboration with our commonwealth 
counterparts and the newly established Creative Australia to elevate and showcase our vibrant arts and culture 
sector in Western Australia. 

HIS MAJESTY’S THEATRE 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.08 am]: I move now to the 
balcony restoration of His Majesty’s Theatre. On Sunday, in my capacity as Minister for Culture and the Arts; 
Heritage, it was my great pleasure to officially open a new major heritage redevelopment project in the west end of 
the city. His Majesty’s Theatre is one of the last remaining working Edwardian theatres in the Southern Hemisphere. 
Built in 1902 and officially opened in 1904, the original balconies were removed in 1953 as part of a city-wide order 
enacted because of concerns that vehicles could crash into the supporting posts and cause the balconies to collapse. 
Funded as part of the WA government’s COVID-19 recovery program, the $15 million project included reinstating 
the balconies, creating a new upper circle bar and function area, repainting the facade and installing upgraded 
lighting and LED screens. This stunning restoration is in addition to works already undertaken since 2018, including 
a state-of-the-art orchestra pit lift and new acoustic treatments, a bigger and more accessible box office featuring 
counters at different heights, a new entrance at the corner of King and Hay Streets with a ticketing window on 
King Street, a new staircase from Hay Street with access to the basement, and a dress circle bar to improve visitor 
flow. His Majesty’s is a state heritage icon, but more than that it is a place to embrace our shared cultural heritage. 
It is a place where opera is sung in First Nations language, and culture and the performing arts can be enjoyed by all. 
I ask all members to have a look at it when they have a chance. It is spectacular and it is being delivered by this 
McGowan government. 

SUN CITY PRECINCT — HERITAGE LISTING 
Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Heritage) [9.09 am]: I am sure that my good friend the 
Attorney General will be very pleased about this announcement. 
I rise today to advise members of a recent entry in the state Register of Heritage Places—that is, the Sun City precinct 
in Two Rocks. There has been much public attention to this listing, mostly likely because it evokes nostalgic memories 
for many Western Australians. An extensive assessment of the place was undertaken last year and the Heritage Council 
of Western Australia made its recommendation for registration to me, which I was pleased to approve. 
The Yanchep Sun City development, as it was then known, was the first residential, commercial and recreational 
investment project in the state to be undertaken by a private company. The Sun City precinct includes remnants of 
Atlantis Marine Park, which many of us would remember, including the King Neptune statue, as well as the existing 
Two Rocks Marina, the shopping centre and the tavern, which is where I had my first drink, legally, on my birthday. 
Mr R.H. Cook: How old were you? 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I was 18. 
The inclusion of the precinct in the state Register of Heritage Places recognises the significant contribution that 
the seaside precinct has made to our state’s history through its role in the development of the Two Rocks–Yanchep 
region in the 1970s and 1980s. Some members may recall that the Two Rocks Marina was first built as a training 
base for the 1974 challenge for the America’s Cup. It also includes the former Atlantis Marine Park site, featuring 
the iconic King Neptune sculpture, which remains a treasured landmark in the community more than 30 years after 
the park’s closure. Marketed on a local, national and international level as Western Australia’s new leisure city, 
the Sun City development put this beautiful part of our state’s coastline on the map. The listing of the precinct does 
not mean it cannot be developed, but it will ensure any proposals within the precinct are sensitive and align with 
identified heritage values and development proposals will be referred to the Heritage Council for its advice. 
The registration is a win for the local community. Erstwhile heritage champion the member for Butler led the 
passionate campaign for the precinct to be conserved for future generations and recognised as a significant part 
of our state’s history. I acknowledge and congratulate the efforts of the member for Butler and his community in 
ensuring this registration. This new entry in the register adds to the breadth and diversity of important heritage places 
across our beautiful state and the many interesting stories that they tell. 
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UNA COUPER — RETIREMENT 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [9.12 am]: I rise to acknowledge the significant contribution 
to the state of Western Australia by Ms Una Couper, who is retiring as Deputy Parliamentary Counsel in the 
Parliamentary Counsel’s Office. Una has made an outstanding contribution to the Western Australian statute book 
during her more than 37 years in the public service. Una completed a Bachelor of Laws at the University of 
Western Australia in 1985 before starting as an articled clerk in what was then known as the Crown Law Department. 
Una began working at the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office in December 1987 as an assistant parliamentary 
counsel. She was promoted to what is now a senior assistant parliamentary counsel position in 2005 and became 
Deputy Parliamentary Counsel in February 2018. 
Una has drafted many important and complex items of legislation in many areas of the law during her career including 
the Children and Community Development Bill 2003, the Commissioner for Children and Young People Bill 2005, 
the Electricity Corporations Bill 2005, the Child Care Services Bill 2007, the Biodiversity Conservation Bill 2015, 
the Motor Vehicle (Catastrophic Injuries) Bill 2016, the Western Australian Jobs Bill 2017, the Constitutional and 
Electoral Legislation Amendment (Electoral Equality) Bill 2021 and the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2019. That 
is just to name a few. Over the years, Una has also drafted hundreds of items of subsidiary legislation. Una possesses 
exceptional skills as a legislative drafter, frequently displaying her ability to analyse complex legal and policy issues, 
and come up with constructive solutions. She is able to draft the most complex legislation clearly and concisely, 
and builds and maintains strong working relationships with her colleagues and instructors. Despite having a very 
stressful job, Una always remains calm under pressure. As Deputy Parliamentary Counsel, Una has also made a huge 
contribution to the leadership and management of the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office. Una trained and mentored 
many junior drafters. Her encyclopaedic knowledge of the WA statute book and her exceptional drafting skills have 
meant that her advice has been frequently sought and always highly valued by PCO staff and people outside the 
Parliamentary Counsel’s Office. 
After such a long and challenging career, Una intends to enjoy spending time with her husband, Graeme, and her 
family, and undertake some overseas travel. On behalf of the government of Western Australia, I wish to sincerely 
thank Una for her outstanding service to the state and wish her a long and happy retirement. But I do hope that she 
can be enticed to undertake some drafting work from time to time. Thank you, Una. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 
Sixth Report — Bus fair: The report of the inquiry into the student transport assistance policy framework — 

Government Response — Statement by Minister for Transport 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.15 am]: I rise to advise that the state government’s 
response to the Public Accounts Committee’s report on the inquiry into the student transport assistance policy 
framework was tabled on Tuesday. The Western Australian government has been providing school bus services to 
the community for over 100 years. It is important that regional school bus services can continue to provide students 
access to quality education and meet the needs of Western Australian families for many years to come. As members 
may recall, in August 2021 I asked the Legislative Assembly to refer the current student transport assistance policy 
framework to the Public Accounts Committee for review. This was the first review of school bus services to be 
undertaken in almost 25 years. 
The committee tabled its report entitled Bus fair: The report of the inquiry into the student transport assistance 
policy framework on 18 August 2022 following an extensive consultation period that involved more than 200 written 
submissions, 25 hearings and regional visits to Wagin, Narrogin, Dumbleyung and Jarrahdale. The report contains 
40 recommendations covering the overarching principles of the student transport assistance eligibility criteria, 
including forms of transport assistance, processes and response times, local engagement, contractual matters, 
and student behaviour management roles and responsibilities. The government has accepted a number of the 
recommendations in principle and noted that some require further work and consultation with stakeholders such 
as BusWA and the Departments of Education, Treasury and Communities in order to understand impacts and budget 
implications. I have asked the Public Transport Authority to start working on implementing the recommendations 
accepted in principle and to engage with relevant stakeholders over the coming months. 
I would like to thank the Public Accounts Committee and all the community members who participated in the review 
for their contributions. Our government is committed to improving school bus services for the community. We will 
work across government, and with families and industry to implement the recommendations. 

AUSTRALIA DAY HONOURS LIST 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Minister for Health) [9.17 am]: I rise to extend my sincere congratulations 
to the Western Australians whose contributions to our state’s health system have been acknowledged in the 
2023 Australia Day honours list. 
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I would like to acknowledge Dr David Russell-Weisz, director general of the WA Department of Health, who 
was recognised for his outstanding public service through leadership and management in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic with a Public Service Medal. Ms Rebecca Brown, director general of the Department of 
Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation, was also awarded a Public Service Medal for outstanding public service 
as director general of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet through leadership and management in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Throughout their years of service and more recently in a time of unprecedented 
stress on our services, Dr Russell-Weisz’s and Ms Brown’s leadership has made a real difference to the health and 
wellbeing of Western Australians. 
I also congratulate Dr Michael David Levitt, consultant medical director at the WA Country Health Service, who was 
made a Member of the Order of Australia in acknowledgement of his significant service to medical administration 
and to professional associations; and Ms Susan Terese Kiely who was recognised for outstanding public service 
through the delivery of the Western Australian COVID-19 vaccination program with a Public Service Medal. 
Dr Geoffrey John Dobb was awarded for his significant service to intensive care medicine and to professional 
associations by being made a Member of the Order of Australia. Professor Helen Milroy was also recognised for her 
significant service to public health and to the Indigenous community by being made a Member of the Order of Australia. 
Consultant obstetrician and gynaecologist Dr Thomas Wells Cottee was also made a Member of the Order of 
Australia for his significant service to obstetrics and gynaecology. Professor Patricia Lynette Dudgeon was made 
a Member of the Order of Australia for her significant service to Indigenous mental health and wellbeing and to 
education. Joy Rowland, medical services director at the Department of Justice, was acknowledged for an outstanding 
commitment to those in her care, with an Australian Corrections Medal. Emeritus Professor Ian Puddey was made 
a Member of the Order of Australia in recognition of his significant service to medical education, research and 
administration. These inspiring Western Australians have made significant contributions and provided exceptional 
service to the WA health system. I commend and congratulate them all for being acknowledged in the prestigious 
Australia Day honours list. 

STATEWIDE BUILDERS PANEL 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR J.N. CAREY (Perth — Minister for Housing) [9.20 am]: I rise to inform the house of the establishment of 
our government’s statewide builders panel. Our government is boosting social housing stock, with 1 000 homes 
added since our record investment and a further 1 051 under contract or construction. It is continuing to seek ways 
to boost delivery across our state. Last year, our government announced that it was calling for more small and 
medium businesses to nominate for the panel, and it has now been established. This is one of our many reforms in 
the housing portfolio, proactively working with industry to cut red tape for builders while boosting the delivery of 
social housing to ensure that we are delivering as soon as possible. 
The expression of interest process for the panel was launched in July 2022 and received an overwhelming response, 
with 101 applications received from small, medium and large companies from both metropolitan and regional 
Western Australia. Of those companies, 85 have been appointed to the panel. It is not just these 85 successful 
builders; in future, other businesses will have increased opportunities to access the panel. The establishment of the 
panel means new construction and refurbishment projects can now be rapidly contracted, as building companies 
appointed to the new panel are pre-approved to build social housing. The program will also be beneficial to 
business within the building and construction sector, allowing 85 businesses from across WA, including small, 
local mum-and-dad businesses, to benefit from this government’s record investment in social housing delivery. To 
encourage more small and medium businesses to apply, the process for qualification was simplified. We had an 
overwhelming response, and I am proud to see so many small businesses appointed to the panel. It is also great to 
see the diverse range of businesses that have been appointed. Approximately 10 per cent are Indigenous businesses, 
36 per cent are regional businesses and 49 per cent are small businesses. 
Since the announcement of the statewide builders panel in December, dozens of builders have been contacted to 
gauge their ability to take on contracts in the short term to commence the pipeline of work to deliver social housing. 
This reform is all about cutting red tape for the sector, making it easier to do businesses with government. It is one 
of many reforms that are speeding up the delivery of social housing across Western Australia, such as timber frame 
builds, modular builds, prefabricated homes and spot purchasing, as part of our record $2.4 billion investment in 
housing and homelessness programs. 

CHUNG WAH COMMUNITY AND CARE LONGEVITY LUNCHEON 
Statement by Minister for Seniors and Ageing 

MR D.T. PUNCH (Bunbury — Minister for Seniors and Ageing) [9.23 am]: I am very pleased to inform the 
house that on 31 January 2023, I attended the Chung Wah Community and Aged Care longevity luncheon to celebrate 
Lunar New Year and welcome in the year of the rabbit. The Chung Wah Association is a community organisation 
dedicated to improving the quality of life for non–English speaking migrants, seniors and people with disability in 
our state. My hosts for the day included Ms Theresa Kwok, chief executive officer of Chung Wah, and a very worthy 
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recipient of the inaugural WA Seniors Awards Seniors Advocate in 2021 and the 2023 WA Senior Australian of 
the Year. I was also joined by the president of Chung Wah WA, Dr Chen Ting; the chair of Chung Wah Community 
and Aged Care, Mrs Esther Chang; and her husband, Dr Stephen Chang. 
This was the eleventh longevity luncheon hosted by Chung Wah and an opportunity to recognise and celebrate the 
wellness and longevity of members of our culturally and linguistically diverse community in Western Australia. It 
was particularly significant this year, as the rabbit traditionally symbolises longevity, peace and prosperity. I had 
the great honour to hear from a number of older people attending the event regarding their thoughts about wellness, 
longevity and living a long and fulfilling life. I greatly enjoyed the opportunity to share a meal with members of 
Chung Wah and to hear their individual stories over the course of the afternoon. I was able to speak to attendees 
about our upcoming WA seniors strategy, which similarly focuses on what makes a good life for seniors and looks 
at the wellbeing of older people in our community. I saw in the consultations with older people on the strategy 
itself, and demonstrated at the lunch, the value of community and connection in maintaining good mental health 
and wellbeing for older people in Western Australia. I add that during the luncheon, the attendees raised more 
than $2 600 towards the Lord Mayor’s Distress Relief Fund appeal for the Kimberley floods. I would like to thank 
Chung Wah for the invitation to attend and speak, and for its hospitality and good wishes. 

FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE — ONE-STOP HUBS 
Statement by Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence 

MS S.E. WINTON (Wanneroo — Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence) [9.25 am]: I rise 
today to update the house on the McGowan government’s ongoing work to prevent and respond to family and 
domestic violence. Too many people, mainly women and children, here, interstate and overseas, continue to 
experience family and domestic violence. Building on our significant reforms and investment in our first term, 
at the 2021 state election we committed a further $60 million to prevent this violence. This included building on our 
successful family and domestic violence hubs in Mirrabooka and Kalgoorlie–Boulder by committing to two additional 
hubs in Armadale and Broome. The hub concept is important for victim–survivors, given how overwhelming it can 
be working out where to start when they decide to get help. Having essential services like health, housing, finance 
and family support in one place makes it much easier for victim–survivors and reduces the trauma of retelling and 
reliving their experience each time they access a different service. We are seeing great results in Mirrabooka and 
Kalgoorlie, with feedback from people accessing these services overwhelmingly describing feelings of increased 
safety, choice, timely access to services and cultural respect, which is exactly what they are designed to do. 
I am pleased to inform the house of a significant milestone achieved at our $14.7 million Armadale hub. Yesterday 
with Armadale’s best champion, the member for Armadale, Tony Buti, and I announced the appointment of Hope 
Community Services to run the service in partnership with Yorgum Healing Services. Hope Community Services 
is well equipped to deliver this hub, already successfully operating the site in Kalgoorlie and having a trusted and 
established track record of over 120 years of service delivery in WA. Similarly, Yorgum is an Aboriginal organisation 
with 30 years’ experience delivering culturally secure services to Aboriginal clients. The Armadale hub has been 
designed in collaboration with local people, elders and service providers to deliver co-located, culturally responsive 
services that reflect the needs of the community. Importantly, a satellite service for perpetrators and youths will 
also be delivered to address problematic behaviours early. 
I want to thank Hope Community Services and Yorgum for their work to date and in anticipation of the important 
work they will do for people in the east metropolitan area. I would also like to acknowledge the work of my predecessor, 
Minister McGurk, and the Department of Communities on this project. It is very important that victim–survivors 
are supported to escape family and domestic violence and set themselves up to recover and rebuild their lives. 
These hubs are a great way of helping to achieve that goal. 

PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration 

Resumed from 15 February on the following question — 
That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MS M.J. HAMMAT (Mirrabooka — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.28 am]: I rise to continue my comments 
that I commenced yesterday just before the adjournment. At the time we adjourned, I had spent a bit of time talking 
about the fantastic celebrations that we had in my electorate of Mirrabooka for Lunar New Year, particularly the 
celebrations of the Vietnamese community in welcoming the new year. For them, it is the beginning of the year of 
the precious cat, rather than the year of the rabbit, which is obviously being celebrated more broadly by many of 
the cultures that celebrate Lunar New Year. 
I now want to talk in more detail about some of the work happening in the electorate and the fantastic things 
occurring, particularly in schools. Members will know that I often like to talk about the great things happening in 
the schools of the Mirrabooka electorate. Today, I want to spend a bit of time reflecting on some of the things that 
we have achieved and that our schools are delivering. 
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Firstly, I want to spend a bit of time talking about science labs. In November last year I was very excited to officially 
open the new STEM classroom at Rawlinson Primary School. I was delighted to see some experiments and the 
learning being done in this fantastic new facility. I was very pleased to meet STEM teacher Mrs Pam Siu and see 
how she has been able to engage students using these new facilities that are designed to encourage collaboration, 
experimentation and reflection as part of facilitating learning. I was also delighted to meet some of the then year 6 
students at the school and see them working in this new environment and with the equipment in the facility. I was 
also very happy to have the chance to meet their parents. We were all very excited about this new learning space. 
There is no doubt that this is a tremendous asset to the Rawlinson Primary School. I have no doubt that these new 
facilities and the new approach to learning that it supports will make a significant contribution to students’ educational 
outcomes at Rawlinson Primary School. I want to take this opportunity to congratulate the principal, Darryl Dedman, 
and all his staff for their great work. I encourage them to continue to use this new facility and get the most out of it. 
I am incredibly proud of the McGowan Labor government’s investment in science and STEM facilities in our 
schools in not only the Mirrabooka electorate, but also right around the state. Last weekend, we marked the 
International Day of Women and Girls in Science. We reflected on what we need to do collectively to encourage 
more girls to study STEM subjects at school and university, and hopefully encourage them to also pursue careers 
in this area. Our agenda of increasing access to science labs and STEM facilities in primary and high schools is an 
important way for us to be able to achieve that. In my electorate, the McGowan government has already converted 
classrooms to science labs in Hudson Park, Roseworth, Boyare, North Balga, Dryandra and Koondoola Primary 
Schools. Funding has also been committed to convert classrooms to science labs at Balga and Warriapendi Primary 
Schools. We have also committed funding to help schools purchase new equipment. The schools in my 
electorate to benefit from that are Burbridge School, Gladys Newton School, Marangaroo Primary School and the 
Roseworth Education Support Centre. Our government is committed to making sure that our students have the 
skills and knowledge they need to equip them for the jobs of the future. Engaging with and learning about science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics in first-class facilities in their primary school years is one way to make 
sure that our young people are prepared for the future of work. 
Our government is not just investing in STEM facilities at a range of schools around Western Australia. I have 
previously spoken in this place about how I am looking forward to seeing the new performing arts centre at the 
Balga Senior High School take shape. Of course, all new facilities at schools are welcome, but Balga Senior High 
School has made a long-term commitment to help its students find ways to stay engaged at school and succeed. That 
is often the first challenge for the people who work at Balga Senior High School. This is about providing students 
with the opportunity to not just apply themselves to the subjects that are traditionally referred to as the three Rs, but 
also develop their skills and passions in other areas, which is one way to ensure that students stay engaged in learning. 
One great example of the kind of work being done at Balga Senior High School is the Proud Noongar Boys. I want 
to give a special shout-out to the students at Balga Senior High School who are part of the rap group called the 
Proud Noongar Boys. Last year they won the 2022 Triple J Unearthed High Indigenous Initiative award for 
their song Get UP Stand UP Show UP. It is a song that celebrates the NAIDOC theme from 2022, so people might 
be familiar with the refrain. The group was put together through a collaboration between students that included 
Domain Culbong and year 11 student Aries Ngo, the Aboriginal cultural and language program, a local rap artist 
Joshua “Flewnt” Eggington, students from the school’s enterprise music program and vocals coach Samantha Samuels. 
The collaboration involved a significant number of students in the school. The group was recognised by not only 
Triple J, but also the City of Stirling at its NAIDOC awards last year when it was named Aboriginal Youth Performers 
of the Year. I am incredibly proud of the Proud Noongar Boys. I think their music is excellent and I encourage 
members to take the time to google them and listen to some of the music that they have produced. Everyone in 
our community is so proud of them and I cannot wait to see what they do next. I want to particularly give them 
a shout-out and congratulate them for their work, and also the Balga Senior High School for its support in bringing 
this program to life. 
I want to share another good news story from my electorate of Mirrabooka that relates to the Waddington Primary 
School in Koondoola. Just recently I had the opportunity to attend, along with the Minister for Education, Tony Buti, 
the launch of the 12 Buckets program at the Waddington Primary School. The program recently extended its services 
to Waddington Primary School. It has been a number of years since the program has been able to expand its services. 
I know that the principal of Waddington Primary School, Jemima Tomlinson, and the whole school community is 
incredibly excited to offer this additional support to their students. The launch was attended by a number of local 
councillors from the Cities of Stirling and Wanneroo, as well as a large network of community organisations and 
supporters that have been part of the 12 Buckets success. It is a mentoring program that relies on volunteer mentors 
who meet regularly with students who, because of adverse childhood experiences or trauma, may be at greater risk 
of disruptive behaviour or disengagement, or otherwise at risk educationally. These volunteer mentors work with 
the students to build a relationship and help them grow in confidence and resilience. They focus on four key areas 
of development: generosity, mastery, belonging and independence. I was really pleased to have the opportunity at 
the launch to meet Travis Fitch, who commenced the program in around 2010. He was, essentially, motivated to 
start the 12 Buckets program because he saw a need in the local community and he wanted to do something that 
would make a difference to young people in our community. I particularly want to commend him for his foresight. 
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I think that at the time he started the program, he perhaps could not have imagined that it would grow to be the 
significant support that it is today. All five schools that participate in the 12 Buckets program are in my Mirrabooka 
electorate: Balga, North Balga, Koondoola and Boyare Primary Schools. Now Waddington Primary School has 
been added to that list. We are very grateful to have their support and services. With a high number of people 
from refugee and migrant backgrounds living in my community in Mirrabooka, the 12 Buckets program provides 
invaluable support to ensure that students remain engaged with learning and have a trusted relationship with an 
individual who helps them to build their confidence and resilience and to remain engaged with learning during those 
incredibly important primary school years. I want to take this opportunity to thank the CEO Nicki McKenzie and 
all her staff and the many volunteers who contribute to this successful program. I know it is highly regarded by the 
school community in Mirrabooka and it is providing important support to the students who need it most. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms M.J. HAMMAT: I want to report to the house another exciting development that has occurred since we were 
last here, and that is that the $47.9 million redevelopment of the TAFE Balga campus has begun. In December, I was 
really delighted to be able to attend the turning of the first sod of the North Metropolitan TAFE Balga campus. 
This is such an important and significant project for the Mirrabooka community and I know that we are all very 
excited to see it take shape. It is a major redevelopment of that campus, which was built in the 1970s. It will include 
a new three-storey building that will replace 22 run-down transportable classrooms. This specialist teaching block 
will be used to deliver training across a wide range of areas, including some critical areas for our economy, such 
as building and construction, electrical trades, English, and, importantly for my community, adult migrant education. 
It will have a mix of modern learning spaces, including technology-enabled classrooms and computer labs, and it 
will have a large future trades training workshop to accommodate smart building and the emerging construction 
technologies that we know will become so important in the future. The ground floor will have a modern library, 
a reception, student services and other amenities, and, importantly, it will house the Balga jobs and skills centre, 
which is an important initiative of the McGowan government to connect the community with free advice on training 
and employment opportunities. The redevelopment of the Balga TAFE will be a great benefit to the people who live 
in my electorate, providing a world-class training facility on their doorstep, but it will also provide great benefits 
to the young people in our community in Western Australia more broadly who are looking to get a trade qualification 
in some of our most critical industries. It will ensure that young people and those looking to make career transitions 
can get the skills they need to support our critical industries so that they can grow and thrive and support our economy 
into the future. 
I am a great supporter of the TAFE system and I have spoken here before about its importance. Not only does it 
provide educational and vocational training outcomes for young people or those seeking career transitions, but it 
is also an essential component of making sure that our industries have access to the skilled people that they need. 
For many years, TAFE has been a key mechanism to facilitate people into employment, and jobs remain a key 
concern. Even in this time of low unemployment rates, jobs and access to skilled, well-paid jobs remains a key 
concern for the people I represent in Mirrabooka. As I have said, TAFE is very important for not only school leavers 
who choose not to go to university, but also people who are looking to make a career change or re-enter the workforce 
after a career break. Often, those people are women who have had a break from the workforce to have children. 
Any measures that make TAFE more accessible and affordable are a really good idea and it is really important to 
support them. TAFE is not just good for individuals; it is good for industry and our economy. 
I was particularly excited by the announcement last year that the McGowan Labor government and the Albanese 
federal government have signed an agreement to extend the fee-free TAFE courses, and that announcement has 
been very well received in my electorate of Mirrabooka. These free places will provide opportunities for a significant 
number of people to be able to access TAFE in 2023. The new Free in ’23 initiative will cover course fees for 
58 full-time TAFE qualifications and course and resource fees for 56 different skill sets. These are great initiatives 
that come on top of the extensive work that has already been done to repair the TAFE system. The Minister for 
Training spent some time in question time yesterday outlining that when the McGowan government was elected 
in 2017, there was much work to be done to repair the wreckage that the former Liberal–National government had 
left in our most important TAFE and training system. One thing that we have done is reduce course fees. Again, 
the people I represent continue to be very grateful and thankful and recognise the significance of this. Reducing 
course fees for 210 priority courses by up to 72 per cent was a significant step that this government took to help 
repair the wreckage that had been left and to encourage people back into training after the former Liberal–National 
government had gutted the TAFE system. They gutted it by increasing course fees by over 500 per cent, and some 
of those increases occurred in key skill areas in which we need people to enter the workforce to help those industries 
that have critical shortages. 
Annual enrolments in TAFE under the former government’s watch fell by 25 000 people. I think this really highlights 
the significant difference between the work of this government and the opposition. This government is getting on 
with the hard work of repairing in many cases the damage that has been left by the former Liberal–National 
government. I know that speakers before me have talked about the work that has been done on budget repair to 
ensure that we have the funds we need to be able to support the Western Australian economy and community. 
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Indeed, the Liberal–National government left a massive deficit. That hard work of deficit repair has been done by this 
government. Now our budget figures and our economy are the envy of every other state in Australia and many other 
people in the world, as I think the member for Collie–Preston explained so clearly yesterday. It is very true in respect 
of TAFE and training. The former Liberal–National government gutted the system and did not care about the 
consequences of the decisions it made. Those decisions had consequences for not only everyday working people, but 
also industry as well. That did not stop the former government from undertaking the kind of wreckage that it embarked 
on. We are now getting on with the hard work of repairing that and delivering benefits for ordinary, everyday people 
who want to go to TAFE or send their children to TAFE. They can now afford to do that. The former government 
had no regard for those outcomes, as well as the significant economic outcomes that I have talked about. 
I am really pleased to be part of the Labor McGowan government. I think we are doing an enormous amount of 
important work across a wide range of areas. In preparing my comments today, it was quite hard to choose what 
areas I want to focus on, but I want to share with the house some of the great things that have been happening in 
the Mirrabooka electorate in the time since we were last here. I have seen a number of great celebrations, great 
advancements in our schools and fantastic announcements to support our TAFE system with its consequent benefits 
for jobs, skills and young people. These are really great examples of the work we are doing. We are getting on with 
it. We are not wasting a day. These changes, policy announcements and financial commitments, whether they are 
for science labs, TAFE or supporting multicultural communities to celebrate, are all having a profound day-to-day 
effect on the people I represent in the electorate of Mirrabooka. 
In conclusion, I want to report back that one thing I do regularly as a local member is doorknock in my community. 
I like to spend time talking to the people I represent about the issues that matter most to them. I can report that 
along with the sorts of things I have talked about today such as education, one thing on people’s minds is increased 
cost of living. I report to the house the enormous positive feedback that I have had for the work that the McGowan 
government has been doing to alleviate that for people in my community. Things like the free rapid antigen tests 
remain a really important way in which we are giving support to the people who live in the electorate of Mirrabooka, 
and, indeed, right around the state. The energy credits—the $400 that was paid to people’s power bills last year 
coming on top of the $600 that was previously paid—have been incredibly well received. These are things that people 
understand have had a direct impact on helping them to meet increasing costs. 
People understand that the McGowan government did an enormously terrific job of managing the community, society 
and the economy through the pandemic. They are incredibly confident in and grateful for our capacity to manage 
through whatever economic circumstances we encounter. That is feedback from the people I speak to every day. 
If members of the opposition spent more time talking to everyday people about the issues on their minds, they 
might better reflect in this house the real concerns that people have. There are a number of ways in which it is 
clear that they do not do that. Instead of taking their advice or their lines from The West Australian or peak bodies, 
if members opposite actually spent their time talking to real people in the communities in which they live, I think 
they would better reflect in this house the genuine and real concerns of everyday people. That is something I have 
always done as an elected member and I will continue to do that. I want to close by saying that I think that is what 
all good representatives do, and I think that members of the opposition fail in their duty by not doing that in a way 
that is then fairly reflected in this place. 
With that, I bring my conclusions to an end, other than to say that I wish everyone well for the year ahead. I look 
forward to a busy year, getting on with the important work of advancing and protecting the interests of everyday 
Western Australians. Thank you. 
MS L. DALTON (Geraldton) [9.50 am]: It is my absolutely great pleasure to rise and speak in this place today. 
I begin by thanking the Premier and cabinet ministers and all my parliamentary colleagues and their staff for 
coming to visit Geraldton recently for the community cabinet and caucus retreat. The feedback I received from my 
electorate and my community about this event has been very positive. Residents really appreciated the opportunity 
to speak openly with their elected government officials. Local organisations and businesses have told me they feel 
quite buoyed by the level of interest, support and investment being delivered for the Geraldton electorate and the 
surrounding midwest region that Geraldton services. When I was given the good news that I was to host a community 
cabinet, I had a mixture of feelings: I was excited but I also had a little bit of anxiety and stress because I really 
wanted to make sure we put forward our best face for cabinet. I was really pleased that we definitely delivered. 
The most overwhelming feeling I had was definitely pride. It was wonderful to be able to host cabinet in Geraldton 
and for cabinet to see all that Geraldton has to offer and hear directly from the fabulous people who live there. 
We had a very well attended town hall meeting; nearly 200 people came along. A broad representation of the 
Geraldton community was invited to hear from the Premier and was given the opportunity to ask questions to the 
various ministers in attendance. This was a wonderful way for everyone to be able to highlight not just the issues 
but the great opportunities as well. The following day, cabinet met with the CEO and the Mayor of the City of 
Greater Geraldton. They had the opportunity to bring to the cabinet’s attention some of the city’s priorities for the 
future. I spoke with the mayor after that event, which would probably be a surprise to some people in this chamber. 
He was absolutely glowing about the level of engagement that the Premier and cabinet had with the Geraldton 
community. He said to me, and he was quoted in the paper saying, how respectful the amount of engagement was 
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that cabinet ministers and the Premier had within the town. He said it was great to see them out in the shops, buying 
locally and having coffees at cafes, not just tucked away at meetings behind closed doors. They came out and 
chatted to the community and were able to meet with different groups and individuals. The mayor was also impressed 
that for any issue or area of interest that was raised with the different ministers, they were already aware of them 
and well across the brief. I was really pleased to hear that kind of response from our local government. Sometimes 
we do not have the best relationships with our local government, but the way the cabinet and Premier conducted 
themselves and made themselves available for the community was definitely a credit to them. 
We also invited stakeholders of the tourism, arts and cultural industry along to a lunch on the Monday at which 
both the Premier and Minister Templeman addressed a large crowd of creatives. People who attended spoke to me 
afterwards about how happy they were to be able to meet the different members of cabinet, particularly the Premier, 
and how important it was for them to be able to advocate on behalf of their industries. Creatives, people in the 
music, arts or cultural industries, in small regional towns do not often get the opportunity to showcase themselves to 
the government. They were all very pleased to have that opportunity at a lovely light lunch at the Murchison Tavern. 
I thank all the people who helped with those events, including the catering and coordinating, because we had such 
fabulous feedback afterwards. 
It was really a fabulous couple of days. Ministers were happy to meet with individual groups and community 
members who I suggested they might like to hear from. These groups included the Friends of Geraldton Gardens, 
affectionately known as FroGGs; and Women Inspiring Better Business, or we like to call them WIBBs. 
Minister Carey met with the Bundiyarra Aboriginal Community Aboriginal Corporation to hear more about short-term 
Aboriginal accommodation. It will be an absolute asset to Geraldton. It will provide short-term accommodation 
for Aboriginal people when they are in Geraldton for funerals, sorry business, health or hospital visits. It is a very 
much needed piece of infrastructure, so we are really welcoming that to get off the ground. One of the ministers 
met with Desert Blue Connect, which is a group of people in Geraldton who work with women escaping family 
and domestic violence and do a lot of work around women’s health. There were also meetings with headspace. 
Minister Dawson met with Pollinators, a group of people who do a lot of work in the innovation space. We 
coordinated an environmental round table with some of the different environmental groups in Geraldton. A wonderful 
group called the Geraldton Youth Regeneration Organisation—GYRO—is a group of young activists who advocate 
for climate change. Minister Whitby met with them, which was fabulous, amongst a couple of other groups. The 
new Minister for Agriculture and Food, Hon Jackie Jarvis, met with the Mid West Food Industries Alliance. The 
focus in the midwest is often on rock lobster, but we actually have a lot of farming areas and great producers. Some 
members may not know that Geraldton is one of the largest producers of cucumbers in Australia. 
Mr R.H. Cook: Cucumbers—very impressive. 
Ms L. DALTON: Yes, cucumbers; the minister did not know that. Minister Jarvis got to meet with that group, 
which was fabulous, to hear more about what it is doing. It is also about packaging some of these food products, 
like Robbie Garvey who produces a fabulous granola called Red Line Jones granola. Producers are able to package 
things likes cheeses to be part of our tourism initiatives. We know that food trials are kicking off. We see a lot of 
them in the south west but we feel that we have a lot of fabulous food producers in the midwest who would be able 
to give the south west a run for its money. 
Minister Buti, the new Minister for Education, and I met staff and students at Beachlands Primary School. I also went 
along with him to meet the staff, students and leaders of Champion Bay Senior High School. Champion Bay Senior 
High School, formerly known as John Willcock College, which some members might be familiar with, is situated 
in the suburb of Rangeway, so it has quite a low socio-economic catchment of students. It was fabulous for Minister 
Buti to go around the school campus to look at some of the infrastructure that has been put in place. He also had 
the opportunity to meet some young women who are part of the SHINE program, which is funded for at-risk girls, 
and some boys from Clontarf Academy. 
These are just a few of the places that ministers visited on the Monday afternoon. It was so heartening for me 
to see how interested each of the various ministers were with the different groups, and it demonstrated to me to 
me how hardworking and genuine our cabinet members really are in their dedication to improving the lives of 
Western Australians. The cabinet really took a lot of interest in and spent some good time talking to these people and 
individual groups, from tourism operators to food producers, schools, domestic violence groups and accommodation 
providers. It was fabulous to see. I really want to thank them again for spending that time in Geraldton and taking the 
time to really get to know these different community groups and hear what their issues and opportunities might be. 
The Premier’s opening statement for the 2023 parliamentary sitting resonated with me as a regional member of 
this house. The Premier reminded me that this government governs for all Western Australians, from the regions 
to the cities. With that in mind, I would like to comment on what it looks like for the Geraldton electorate in 2023 
and list some of the future and past projects that are already having a huge impact on our community. It would be 
remiss of me if I did not start off by acknowledging the McGowan government’s investment of $350 million to 
expand the capacity of the Geraldton port, which will boost its export capability by almost 70 per cent. This will 
inject billions of dollars into the state’s economy. What a massive contribution to the economic prosperity of the 
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region it will be! I absolutely love the Geraldton port. When you drive into Geraldton, one of the first things you see 
is the port. It is an absolutely fabulous contribution to the city and reminds us why we are here. Work has already 
commenced this month on the construction of a new roundabout to maximise grain movements from the port. The 
roundabout at the Marine Terrace intersection will improve the flow of traffic entering and leaving the port and 
improve safety for local road users, pedestrians, cyclists and port customers. This project will help to support more 
efficient and effective supply chains for the state’s important grain export industry. We have seen massive grain 
records in recent seasons, and we are doing it again this year. I look forward to further infrastructure developments 
of this very exciting futureproofing project and what they will bring to the people of Geraldton. 
It was actually quite timely for all government members to be in Geraldton recently, because as I reminded them, 
it had been 20 years since the Gallop Labor government commenced work on the Geraldton foreshore. Some 
people in this place would have been part of that government that commenced the work on the Geraldton foreshore, 
the southern transport corridor and the deepening of the port. Those investments and that vision completely 
transformed Geraldton into the vibrant, wonderful place we see today. 
I have been able to tick off one of my election commitments already this year—one that was extremely popular—
being the $3.5 million investment by the McGowan government to upgrade the basketball stadium in Geraldton. 
The contribution from the government was on top of a contribution of $1.5 million from the Geraldton Amateur 
Basketball Association. The Premier, Minister Templeman and I were at the opening of the new-look stadium and 
courts, and they are absolutely fabulous. I would like to take this opportunity to again congratulate Peter Brown, 
the president of the Geraldton Amateur Basketball Association, and committee members past and present for the 
many hours of hard work and determination that brought this project to fruition. Early in 2020, former member for 
the Agricultural Region and my good friend Laurie Graham and I met with Peter and his team to discuss the needs 
of the association and the way forward. Never before had the GABA received any state support. Most of what was 
built in the early days was basically with the sweat and tears of members, who physically assisted with much of 
the building. While I was at the opening, I spoke to Laurie’s wife, Heather, who said she remembered being pregnant 
with one of her children and sitting on the floor of the stadium, sanding back the timber floorboards and puttying the 
holes made by the nails so that it would be a smooth surface. We do not often see that kind of commitment these 
days to these sorts of projects. To be the only basketball association to completely own its own stadium is a credit 
to the administrators past and present. Many of us, including me, will remember playing on the bitumen courts as 
kids, leaving bits of skin from our knees behind. Those days are long gone and the bitumen courts are a thing of 
the past, thank goodness! The commitment from the McGowan government to redevelop our basketball stadium 
has been hugely popular across the community. 
Another project that we have supported is the Shore Leave Festival. In late April to early May 2022, the second 
annual Shore Leave Festival, which is a vibrant, fun and successful celebration of premium produce, history and 
culture in Geraldton, was supported by the McGowan government as part of a three-year funding agreement. 
This event drew thousands of visitors to Geraldton and the midwest, helping to create up to 200 jobs and offering 
opportunities for local tourism operators. This festival has injected $2.7 million so far into the local economy. We 
are really looking forward to the highly anticipated 2023 festival, with long table lunches at the Abrolhos Islands — 
Mr R.H. Cook: Hooray! 
Ms L. DALTON: — which are absolutely fabulous. I was lucky enough to go along to two of the long table lunches 
in the past two years—we had fantastic weather and the food was wonderful—accompanied by the Minister for 
Fisheries, Minister Don Punch. We hope to see our Minister for Tourism in Geraldton this year for one of those events. 
Mr R.H. Cook: I am doing the long table. 
Ms L. DALTON: The minister is coming to the long table lunch! 
Mr R.H. Cook: As well as the opening. 
Ms L. DALTON: And the opening—fabulous! It will be an awesome event. There will also be the paddock to plate 
dinner. Instead of being held on the foreshore as it was for the last couple of years, the dinner this year will be held 
at the property of one of our producers, Rod O’Bree. That will be fantastic. Rod owns a local butchering business 
and has done some really fabulous work in regenerative farming. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms L. DALTON: I need to also talk about the Geraldton Health Campus. There has never been a greater investment 
in the health budget than the investment under this government, with $122.7 million to deliver improved health 
services in the midwest. I am really pleased that the first stage of the works is complete, which was the enabling 
works. A lot of people have criticised the fact that we spent time on a car park and the entrance of the hospital, but 
when you look at the plans and see where the new development is going to go, you get a better understanding of 
why that needed to be completed first. One of the most welcome announcements in 2022 was that the much-awaited 
expression of interest process was going out for tender. The evaluation of the expressions of interest will identify 
the company that will lead the main construction works that are already underway. Three major construction 
companies responded to the expression of interest process. The Geraldton Health Campus redevelopment will 
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significantly improve clinical capacity in emergency and critical care, and inpatient mental health services. It will 
include a new building and the refurbishment of existing infrastructure, including an expansion of the emergency 
department, a new intensive care unit with a redeveloped high-dependency unit, and a new integrated mental health 
service. This significant redevelopment project will ensure that patients continue to receive quality care closer to 
home. The construction work will also support local regional jobs and the economy. 
Just before I finish up, I want to let members know about a visit I made recently to Dongara Marine, which is one of 
the local boat builders in town. That business was given the opportunity to deliver a first-class learning environment. 
The $2 million funding provided will be used to upgrade the Master Class, which is a training vessel at 
Central Regional TAFE. Having been a TAFE lecturer at Central Regional TAFE, I know the importance of 
investment in learning. This project is exciting, as the maritime industry is vital to Geraldton. This much-improved 
upgrade will provide skilled local workers with all the training capacities they need. The floating specialist 
classrooms, which are usually moored in Geraldton Fishing Boat Harbour, have been dry-docked while the ageing 
vessel is upgraded. This will be a wonderful upgrade to the vessel. The vessel is used to deliver maritime-related 
training in fishing boat operations, boating services and for marine engine drivers through Central Regional TAFE’s 
Batavia Coast Maritime Institute. The vessel also supports on-water activities for components of other training 
programs such as aquaculture, tourism, coastal conservation and land management in the region. 
Another project rolling out in Geraldton will help prevent family and domestic violence. We have a number of 
initiatives that are going to be rolled out in Geraldton, forming part of the McGowan government’s initiative to 
help stop FDV across Western Australia. I recently attended an event at which Professor Anne Summers was the 
guest speaker. Anne, a renowned author and feminist, has recently released her groundbreaking report The choice: 
Violence or poverty. Wow! I must admit that the statistics she shared were frightening. In some ways they are 
more impactful than the terrible stories. For example, in 2016, 275 000 women reported suffering physical or sexual 
violence from a current partner. Of those respondents, 193 400 lived with their abusive partners at the time of the 
survey and almost 90 000 said they wanted to separate but were unable to. Violence against women is serious and 
prevalent. The programs our government has invested in will fund initiatives that will target the drivers of family 
and domestic violence to enable social and structural change that will create lasting results over time. 
Through the University of Western Australia, we have the midwest Aboriginal men’s empowerment project, which 
is based in midwest Geraldton, and Desert Blue Connect will run the midwest early years gender equality project. 
This project will provide fundamental learnings to children and caregivers against gender stereotypes. The health 
communication resources are empowering community voice, community respect and equality in the midwest and 
Geraldton regions. That project will support local communities to use media for social change. A key partnership 
with the Mid West Aboriginal Media Association, or Radio MAMA, will target different subgroups in Geraldton. 
Finally, last year I spoke about the McGowan government investing in renewable energy at three schools that form 
part of the $8.8 million school virtual power plant pilot project regional expansion. The school’s VPP project is an 
exciting opportunity to transform WA’s schools into smart and flexible VPPs to optimise renewable energy 
sources. These are exciting, cost-saving initiatives for the schools, and I know that the schools are really pleased 
to be selected. 
I am looking forward to beginning a new year in Parliament and continuing to advocate for the people of Geraldton. 
I thank the Premier and ministers of the McGowan government for their ongoing support. Thank you. 
MS L. METTAM (Vasse — Leader of the Liberal Party) [10.13 am]: I rise to speak to the Premier’s Statement 
at the beginning of the 2023 parliamentary year. However, before I go any further, I would like to mention our 
Kimberley emergency response agencies, many of whom have been working around the clock to respond to the worst 
flooding event our state has ever seen. The destruction in the Kimberley from ex–tropical cyclone Ellie has devastated 
homes and made them uninhabitable. People have been displaced, business are unable to operate, there have been 
immeasurable stock losses and vital road infrastructure has been damaged. The vital Fitzroy Crossing Bridge that 
connects west and east Kimberley has been destroyed by the mighty Martuwarra Fitzroy River. But it is at times of 
great adversity that Western Australians show their resilience. As the community, stations and local governments 
take stock of the damage, my colleagues and I stand ready to work with the local, state and commonwealth 
governments to ensure that everything that can be done is being done in a timely and effective manner. 
We are now halfway through the second term of the McGowan government. The government has been in power 
for six years. From listening to the Premier’s Statement and the Premier crowing once again about his responsible 
management of the economy and this government’s focus on the right priorities, it is fair to say that this is a Premier 
and a government that have little understanding of the daily realities facing Western Australians, and especially 
families. The Premier has little understanding that under his so-called responsible management of the economy, today 
many Western Australians will be choosing whether to pay their bills or put food on the table. Unlike the Premier, 
we in the opposition understand that Western Australians are doing it tough. We understand this because, unlike 
the Premier and his ministers, we actually take the time to talk and listen to the individuals and families who are doing 
it tough. We, not the Premier or the government, are the ones listening to the not-for-profit organisations that are 
dealing with the ever-increasing calls for help in coping with the ever-increasing cost of living. The one question 
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they all raise is: why are things so tough in a state that has the strongest economy in the nation and that has recorded 
billions in surpluses thanks to the iron ore royalties and the GST fix under the former government? Why, according 
to Foodbank of Western Australia are over 306 000 households in WA receiving assistance from food relief 
organisations? Why in the past 12 months did over 208 000 households in WA go hungry due to lack of funds, 
sometimes skipping meals or going whole days without eating? Why, each week, do more than 20 000 WA children 
go to school hungry because they did not even eat breakfast? Why are there over 116 000 children in Western Australia 
living in severely food-insecure households? The reason that people in Western Australia, the economic star 
performer of any state in this country, are struggling to put food on the table is the rising cost of living.  
Last week, we saw the Reserve Bank of Australia raise its cash rate by 25 basis points to 3.35 per cent, its highest 
level in over a decade, with lenders passing on the average variable home loan interest rate, which will be at 
5.59 per cent. This will mean that after nine increases, a family with a $500 000 mortgage will need to find an 
additional $12 000 to cover their mortgage costs. Yet, despite most economists predicting this increase and 
indicating there will be further increases to come, here in Western Australia we have the Premier flagging another 
2.5 per cent increase in this year’s household fees and charges, or an extra $150 for the average household. With 
Perth having one of the highest CPI increases of all capital cities—up 8.3 per cent over the year to December—it 
will only get worse for many Western Australians. 
The Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre has calculated that as at 2020, 12.8 per cent of Western Australians are living 
in poverty. This has grown from just 8.7 per cent in 2014. The last report from the Western Australian Council of 
Social Service also illustrates that many on low incomes are just barely scraping by, even more so than in previous 
years. Why is this happening in a state that has record surpluses? The opposition has put forward a number of options 
for this government to consider, include freezing fees and charges or extending the electricity credit for this year.  
I have also put forward a solution to commit $300 million for the not-for-profit charity sector to ensure that support 
goes to those who need it most. This sector plays an incredibly valuable role and it clearly needs more support 
from this government. Valuing the community services sector and the supports it provides to the most vulnerable 
in our community must be a priority of the McGowan government, yet the silence from this government in its 
response to this crisis has been deafening. 
These issues are being exacerbated by the lack of social housing throughout the state, including new housing that was 
part of this government’s election promise, the Common Ground facility. It clearly shows us that this government 
has been asleep at the wheel. We have less social housing now than we did when the McGowan government came to 
office. There is less social housing than there was four years ago. In November 2022, WA had 43 380 social housing 
houses, which is 379 fewer than the number of houses in 2018 of 43 759. That is 379 fewer, despite a significant 
population increase over that period. I note the government has recently purchased the Murray Hotel in West Perth. 
The people of Western Australia can only hope this will progress at a faster rate than its previous projects. 
As I mentioned earlier, unlike the Premier and his ministers, we in the opposition take the time to talk and listen 
to individuals, families and small business owners throughout this state. The one issue they constantly raise with 
us is safety—safety from antisocial behaviour, vandalism, theft, break-ins, assault and domestic violence. We will 
continue to hold the McGowan government to account in law and order because something is going seriously 
wrong. Crime and antisocial behaviour rates continue to surge throughout this state. Violent crime has increased 
by 17 per cent under this government and family-related violence is up 34 per cent on the five-year average. People 
in Halls Creek, Carnarvon, Laverton and other towns across regional WA have been pleading to the McGowan 
government for help in dealing with increases in youth crime and their pleas have once again fallen on deaf areas. 
The last time the Premier visited Carnarvon was to ensure that he was part of the good news story of the fantastic 
event of WA police rescuing young Cleo; it appears he is less keen to visit if it is not a good news story. 
On Australia Day we had riots in Yagan Square and brawls on the Rockingham foreshore and in Murray Street Mall 
and Northbridge, yet we do not have enough police to help and protect families, businesses and individuals. More 
than ever before, WA police officers are turning their backs on the profession that they once loved. There have 
been over 460 resignations in the past year, which has included 128 resignations in November alone. This is the 
highest number in the force’s 189-year history, yet the Premier and the minister continue to put their heads in the 
sand over this crisis in our police force and instead run yet more spin, denounce the facts and inflate the numbers 
in their overseas recruitment campaign. 
Reports of family-related violence have risen over 30 per cent since the McGowan government came to office. In 
fact, according to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, WA has the highest rate of reported family and domestic 
violence–related assault offences against females across the states, with 1 254 assaults per 100 000 females reported 
to police in 2021. In WA, 1 158 adult women were hospitalised with injuries relating to family and domestic violence, 
with First Nations women accounting for 68 per cent of all hospitalisations, the highest since 2005 at 72.1 per cent. 
According to the latest data, there were 4 678 breaches of a restraining order reported to WA police in 2020–21. 
In addition to the physical and emotional trauma, family and domestic violence is resulting in women and children 
needing to leave their homes. Of the 15 486 women supported by specialist homelessness services in WA, 51.5 per cent 
were related to domestic violence. These are damning statistics and while we all need to do more to put an end to 
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domestic violence, the McGowan government needs to address the very significant issue that many refuges are having 
to cut services and turn away these women and families as they simply cannot keep pace with demand, which has 
outstripped the support provided by government.  

Beyond the home, women’s safety and their perception of safety in the broader community remains a concern. 
According to the latest Women’s report card, 45 per cent of women and 40 per cent of men reported feeling 
concerned about being a victim of physical assault in a public place. 

How does this happen under a government that states it is tough on crime and does not condone antisocial 
behaviour? We have seen this time and again from this government, especially when dealing with our most vulnerable 
in areas such as child protection. Revelations that the government agency in charge of looking after the state’s most 
vulnerable young people lost track of five children, aged between 13 and 15 years, in its care for between six days 
and three weeks last year are shocking to say the least. This portfolio has been completely mismanaged by the 
McGowan government and it has put our most vulnerable at even greater risk. This government needs to address 
how overworked and under-resourced our child protection workers are with caseloads regularly exceeding the 
exceptional limit of 18, instead of raiding their homes. 

We have heard time and again from the Premier about how it is due to his strong financial management that our 
health system is the best funded in the nation. In fact, in this year’s statement the Premier noted that our continued 
and increased investment in our health sector will ensure that we continue to deliver a health system that meets the 
needs of all Western Australians and is fit-for-purpose for generations to come. Unfortunately, it seems the Premier 
is the only one who believes it. 

As I mentioned earlier, unlike the Premier and his ministers, we in the opposition take the time to talk and listen 
to individuals, families and small business owners throughout the state, and they are not buying the Premier’s take 
on our health system. The one thing we hear about is that the Premier just does not get health. It is clear through 
the countless metrics and reports, the endless media commentary and reports from our frontline workers and patients 
that the McGowan government has clearly failed in this key area of delivering health services for Western Australians. 
A report by the Australian Medical Association, Australian public hospitals in logjam, critically highlighted 
that seven out of 10 of the worst-performing emergency departments in public hospitals nationally were here in 
Western Australia. Just think about it: 70 per cent of the worst performing EDs are here in WA.  

Last year, WA ambulances spent more than 60 000 hours stuck outside hospitals. They are the worst annual ramping 
figures ever reported in this state. When this government first came to office, ramping was under 10 000 hours. 
That is a truly shocking measure of the McGowan government’s mismanagement of the WA health system. It is 
important to remember that for every one of these hours recorded, Western Australian patients were laid up in an 
ambulance or hospital corridor because there was no capacity in the hospital to admit them. Instead of accepting 
responsibility for its failures and addressing the problem by dealing with bed block and improving the flow of 
patients, the McGowan government continues to revert to its usual strategy of diverting and deflecting blame. We 
saw this over a week ago with another talkfest with the Prime Minister, who decided that health was a major priority, 
yet they all walked away, promising very little. The McGowan government has no interest in addressing the issues 
facing our health system. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms L. METTAM: We saw the Auditor General’s report highlighting the issue of long-stay patients in our hospital 
system. The report highlighted some of the very troubling home truths about the government’s management of 
long-stay patients. According to the Auditor General, Caroline Spencer, the management of long-stay patients in 
public hospitals highlighted concerns around the absence of reliable data and a determined focus on continuous 
improvement. She said — 

… WA Health will struggle to recognise and adequately improve underlying systemic issues and make 
well-evidenced value for money investments. 

Despite blaming many of the underlying issues in the health system on this cohort of patients, the government 
actually has no idea of the scale of the problem or how much it is costing. Unlike the McGowan government, the 
previous Liberal–National government had a strong history of delivering real projects, real services and real value in 
health services for Western Australians. Thanks to the vision of that Liberal–National government, Western Australians 
have a new children’s hospital, Fiona Stanley Hospital and Midland Health Campus. In the regions, there is 
Busselton Health Campus, Kalgoorlie Health Campus, Albany Health Campus, Esperance Health Campus, 
Carnarvon Health Campus, Exmouth Health Service and Onslow Health Service. We invested in the North West 
and Southern Inland Health Initiatives to improve health and aged-care facilities in towns across Western Australia. 
But under this government, what have we seen? What has been delivered? Where are the medi-hotels and the 
urgent care clinics? What is happening with the promised women’s and babies’ hospital, a $1.8 billion project, with 
works to begin in 2023? It is rather concerning to hear that this hospital may be at least a decade away, with new 
works at King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women beginning, suggesting that this may be another go-slow project 
of the McGowan government. 
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Geraldton Health Campus is another example. It is extraordinary that after six years, the redevelopment plans 
for Geraldton Health Campus are still at the expressions-of-interest stage. Upgrades to our health system promised 
by the McGowan government during the 2017 election campaign will be outdated by the time they are actually 
completed. We have known for many years now that Labor cannot build anything on time or on budget, but it is 
an especially bitter pill for the people of the midwest who have been waiting for these essential hospital upgrades 
for six years. Labor had offered only a cut-price upgrade and it has not even been able to deliver that after six years 
in power. It is only because of our shadow minister in the other place that we are now seeing an inquiry into waitlists 
for child health services. About 6 000 patients are on the waitlist to see a paediatrician. There is a nine to 15-month 
wait to see a speech pathologist according to the August figures and, as of December, there were 40 FTE positions 
vacant in the child health nurses space, a situation that is leading to further acuity issues down the line. 
The Premier keeps telling us that health is his priority, but the facts prove that he is all talk and no action. When it 
comes to health, his government is just sitting on its hands. The people of Western Australia deserve better. 

Amendment to Question 
Ms L. METTAM: That is why I wish to move the following amendment — 

That the following words be added after “noted” — 
and that this house calls for the McGowan Labor government to rectify the damage six years of 
neglect is inflicting on the health system 

DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe) [10.34 am]: I rise to support the amendment moved by my colleague the Leader of 
the Liberal Party. This government has entered its seventh year in office, yet it is failing in almost every one of its 
important responsibilities. Some of those failures have become apparent to the community already and others will 
become apparent to the community as time goes on, but no failure is more apparent than the failure of this government 
to deliver a proper health system for the public of Western Australia. The government’s mismanagement is leading 
to failures across the whole system. The primary reason for that growing problem is that the Labor government 
places a higher priority on spin than it does on the realities that Western Australians have to deal with. 
I will begin my brief contribution by reminding members of the former Liberal–National government’s outstanding 
record on health. This is an uncomfortable thing for members opposite. As a government that is six years in and is 
heading into its seventh year, essentially it can claim nothing as an improvement in our health system, just a deterioration. 
In the eight years of the previous Liberal–National government, it completely transformed our health system, delivering 
major reforms and a major improvement in the delivery of health services to the public of Western Australia. During the 
previous coalition government’s term, the health budget doubled from $4.4 billion in 2008–09 to $8.8 billion in 2016–
17, whereas there has been an increase of only 27 per cent under this government in the six years that it has been in 
power. Those figures are readily available through the budget. They are the numbers that sit behind it. 
If we look at the achievements of the previous government in providing those services, we see that almost 500 000 
people came into the state over that period, yet all those people had not only a health service that met those needs, but 
also a dramatically improved health service. The Liberal–National coalition government made an unprecedented 
investment in our health system. I will go through some of the achievements under the previous government and contrast 
it with the absolute inaction of the McGowan Labor government. These are the facts. What was the track record of the 
previous Liberal–National coalition government? We have Fiona Stanley Hospital, a major new tertiary hospital with 
643 beds; the 143-bed state rehabilitation service, which opened in October 2014; the $1.2 billion 298-bed Perth 
Children’s Hospital, an outstanding new facility that was substantially completed under the previous government and 
was built to replace the 250-bed Princess Margaret Hospital for Children as the state’s paediatric tertiary hospital; the 
$230 million Joondalup Health Campus expansion, which was completed in 2013 and increased the number of public 
beds from 280 to 498; the $31 million 30-bed mental health unit at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, which opened in 
June 2015; and the $360 million 307-bed Midland Public Hospital, which opened in November as a public–private 
partnership with St John of God. What an absolutely outstanding hospital campus that is. In the regions, we have the 
$170.4 million Albany Health Campus, which opened in May 2013; the $120.4 million Busselton Health Campus, 
which opened in March 2015; and the almost $60 million redevelopment of Kalgoorlie Hospital, which was completed 
in August 2015. Construction of the new $207 million Karratha Health Campus also commenced under the previous 
Liberal–National coalition government, and we have the $31.3 million redevelopment of Esperance Health Campus, the 
$26.8 million redevelopment of Carnarvon Health Campus and the almost $42 million redevelopment of Onslow Health 
Service. Those were the achievements of the National–Liberal government in its eight-year term. Here we are, three-
quarters through that time with this government, and what are the achievements of this government? There are no 
achievements; rather, there has been a massive deterioration in our health service under this government. 
We also had plans for further investment in rural hospitals and other medical services, including a well-developed 
$138.5 million plan to expand and upgrade Geraldton Health Campus. Unlike Labor, we regard the regions as 
important and we believe that people who live in the regions should have the same quality of health service that 
people in the metropolitan areas enjoy. What happened under Labor? That plan was effectively halved to 
a $73.3 million upgrade. Where does that project sit now? We are still waiting for that project to commence six years 
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in. I heard the member for Geraldton boasting about the achievements of this government. I did not hear her talk 
about the need for that hospital upgrade. Why has that upgrade not started? Why are the people of Geraldton not 
already enjoying an improved facility, because we know that they dearly need it? In essence, a large percentage of 
maternity patients in Geraldton have to travel to Perth, particularly if there are issues during a birth. In 2016, there 
were 1 789 more doctors in WA than in 2008, which equates to a 52 per cent increase in doctors over that period. 
What has this government done to increase doctor numbers and that percentage? Back then, WA nurses and doctors 
were the best paid in Australia and now we have an ongoing and acrimonious pay dispute between nurses and 
midwives and the state government. 
As members can tell, the Liberal–National coalition government had a proud record of delivering improved health 
services to the public of Western Australia, and now we have a Labor government that is fixated on spin and 
announcements, but not delivering those critical health services to the public of Western Australia. If we look at 
health funding in this state, we see that by the time we reached 2021, the public health mess created by the government 
could not be papered over by spin because it was having such a dramatic impact on the community. Despite the 
benefit of COVID in fact reducing the workload on our hospitals with them being quieter than normal, Labor was 
forced by necessity to increase funding for health, notwithstanding its spin that everything was okay. Everything 
was okay but there was suddenly a dramatic increase in funding. 
The focus of the 2020–21 Treasurer’s address, if you like, was the massive $1.9 billion boost in spending in health 
and mental health. Again, there was a glossy announcement from the government that it would put that money into 
the health system. It painted the picture of an increase in funding. As I pointed out in some detail a couple of years 
ago, the government was simply catching up to the normal trajectory of spend—in fact, it was not quite catching 
up—that we expect in the hospital system. I cannot understand why the government cannot work this out. If we 
look at the normal trajectory of health spending, it increases at a rate of around four per cent per annum; that has been 
the increase over the years. This government put its foot on the throat—in fact, at the start of its first tem, it boasted 
that it had cut expenditure. It closed beds and did not open beds in new hospitals because it was being so prudent, 
and all that did was cause harm and hardship to the people of Western Australia. 
Despite the considerably good health system that this government inherited, we have the farce of ambulance 
ramping. Under this government, we have the ludicrous situation in which ambulances are parked outside hospitals 
because patients simply cannot get a bed in a hospital in a timely manner. The government has somehow conflated 
that as a failure of St John Ambulance to do its job properly. One of the most shameful bits of spin I have seen 
from a government was when this government blamed an outstanding service for its own failure. The reason that 
those patients could not get in was bed block. The former Minister for Health described 1 030 hours of ambulance 
ramping as an absolute crisis. What we have seen under this government? We have seen ambulance ramping up 
to around 7 000 hours. I think it averaged over 5 000 hours last year, which is five times what the former health 
minister regarded as a crisis. I want to display a graph—under standing order 86, I will seek to have this incorporated 
into Hansard—of how ambulance ramping has changed under this Labor government. What member in this place 
can look at that, put their hand on their heart and say that this government is doing the right thing by the public of 
Western Australia? It is an absolute indictment of the failure of this government. Why? It is because hospitals are 
simply not capable of taking patients when they arrive. 
I seek leave to have the graph incorporated into Hansard. 
[Leave granted for the following material to be incorporated.] 
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Dr D.J. HONEY: When patients get into a hospital—there have been numerous reports about this—they are often 
left sitting in a corridor, sometimes for more than a day. They have gone to hospital seriously ill—people do not call 
an ambulance unless they are seriously ill—yet some patients sit in a hospital corridor for up to a day. Again, we 
have heard all sorts of conflated reasons from the health minister of the day, which is continued by the government, 
that that is due to ambulance cleaning and other protocols when, in fact, it was nothing of the sort. It was simply 
an inability to get patients into hospitals because hospitals were not capable of receiving patients and providing 
the service they should have received. 
Money is now going into the system. I say to the government side that I do not believe that the solution to every 
problem is money. I do not believe that the government necessarily has to spend all the time. In my previous life 
in industry, it was rarely a popular contention to go to your manager and say, “I want to solve this problem by 
spending more money.” We had to show inefficiencies. That is fine; if the government says that it will not increase 
expenditure on health, what is it doing to improve inefficiencies in the hospital system? There are certainly 
inefficiencies, and that is not an indictment of the people who work in the system. As members on this side have 
made clear, we have the greatest respect for the nurses, midwives, doctors and other professionals who work in 
our hospitals. It is simply that there are inefficiencies in every organisation that can be improved. What specific 
programs has this government got to improve the efficiencies of that service? All we see is spin and accusations 
against the ambulance service. Of course, we know what underpins that; it is a political tact to get more union 
membership by making it a government service. We know that that is the motivation. 
Mr D.T. Punch interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: There has been no discussion; I have not heard one announcement in this place, either by the 
former or current Minister for Health, about what the government is doing to improve efficiencies in the hospital 
service. If the government is not doing that, it will have to put more money in. Those are the things that the 
government needs to do. The so-called additional money that the government has put into the health service will 
simply allow it to catch up to where it should have been. Instead of putting its foot on the throat of improving the 
health service when it first came to office and boasting about what a great job it was doing, it should have expanded 
that service. We should have another major tertiary hospital and another major women’s and children’s hospital 
in this state. I would be fascinated to hear an explanation from members on the other side about when we will 
see the new women’s and babies’ hospital. That was a great announcement. I had an idle moment and was 
looking at the leaders’ debate between Zak Kirkup and the Premier before the last state election, and at when the 
Premier said that would be completed. We have nothing—crickets. There has been no delivery of that new critically 
needed facility. 
Has the government looked at other opportunities? This is only a suggestion as something for the Minister for 
Health to consider. It would need to be investigated. The Fremantle Hospital emergency department was closed 
by our government. That was because the new hospitals were opening and we believed that emergency department 
was no longer needed. It is now clear that our hospital emergency departments are overwhelmed. Should people 
who live south of the river be given the advantage of an emergency department at Fremantle Hospital? That is the 
sort of thing the government should be considering to try to ease this crisis, rather than blaming the ambulance 
service and trying to spin its way out of it. 
We also need to look at the elective surgery waitlist. In April 2017, 20 038 people were on the elective surgery 
waitlist. If we go forward to January this year, we see the waitlist is at almost 28 000 people; it had 27 885 people. 
That is a massive increase in waiting time for elective surgery. The term “elective surgery” rolls off the tongue, as 
though we are talking about people who want to have surgery as a bit of frippery or idleness. But we are talking 
about surgery that will change people’s lives. As I have pointed out in this place previously, many of the people 
who need hip operations or other serious operations are utterly housebound because they cannot get their elective 
surgery done. Under this government, they are waiting longer than they should have to. This surgery will enable 
them to enjoy the last years of their life in reasonable health. The minister can try to try to spin her way out of it, 
but there has been a 40 per cent increase in the wait time. As I have mentioned in this place previously, other states 
have similar issues, but they are doing something about it. 
Acting Speaker, I do not think I can have an extension, can I? 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): No. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you. That may be good news to some! The problem is that there is just so much to cover. 
It is the gift of having too much. 
First of all, we can look at what this government did during COVID. We had the politics of panic by the Premier 
over COVID, catastrophising it, talking about India — 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 
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Dr D.J. HONEY: If members recollect, the Premier described India as the epicentre of death and disease. Look 
up the reference. 
Ms C.M. Rowe interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, given that your time is limited, you might want to keep to this jurisdiction. 
Thank you. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much for your good advice, Acting Speaker. 
The Premier catastrophised COVID in every direction, even to the extent of stopping people from coming into the 
state. Stopping people from coming into the state for twenty-first birthday parties and other parties was fine, but 
this government stopped over 100 doctors from coming into the state. I have an article from The Guardian online 
dated Monday, 17 January 2022 and headed “One hundred doctors locked out of Western Australia weeks before 
state reopens”. That is what this government did. Locking out people who wanted to come into this state for parties 
is fine, but the fact that this government locked out doctors and other medical professionals is a direct contributor 
to the health problems that we have right now. We do not have enough doctors and nurses in this state. 
I refer to a report from Australian Associated Press that Queensland will be recruiting 830 junior doctors this year. 
If we compare that with Western Australia, Western Australia should be recruiting around 420 new doctors this 
year. I will be interested to see how many doctors will be recruited. 
Ms A. Sanderson: Junior doctors or new doctors? 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Junior doctors are new doctors. The minister can get them from anywhere she likes. We need 
doctors in this state; I do not care, minister. That is what the Queensland government is going to do. What will this 
government do? How many doctors will this government recruit into this state? 
As I said at the start of my presentation, this government has utterly failed to deliver an effective health service in 
the state of Western Australia. It has run down the health service. It boasted at the start of its term about cutting 
expenditure for hospitals, and it is now in a desperate catch-up. The public of Western Australia is paying the price 
for this government’s absolute failure at properly managing health in this state. 
MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Leader of the Opposition) [10.55 am]: I would like to the contribute to this excellent 
amendment to the question that the Premier’s Statement be noted — 

and that this house calls for the McGowan Labor government to rectify the damage six years of neglect 
is inflicting on the health system 

The member for Cottesloe has outlined many of the circumstances that highlight that neglect. That includes the 
record number of hours of ambulance ramping at hospitals, mainly in the Perth metropolitan area, although there 
have been issues in some of the regions. The member for Vasse has done an excellent job over the last two years 
in critiquing the government and holding it to account for its failures and for the enormous amount of ambulance 
ramping that has occurred over the last six years. While the member for Vasse has been doing an excellent job 
generally, Hon Martin Aldridge, a member for Agricultural Region, has also been raising issues pertaining to regional 
health services. One of those issues is the situation in the midwest. It is interesting that the Minister for Health was 
in the midwest a week or two ago, along with many cabinet members. I did not score an invitation to any of the 
events. I understand that there were a number of interactions with local governments in my electorate as well. 
Mr P.J. Rundle: You should have gone up on the bus from Dongara. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: I could have. It was a public bus, probably. 
Those local governments included the City of Greater Geraldton, which I actually represent, along with the member 
for Geraldton. Most of the geographic footprint of the City of Greater Geraldton is in my electorate, a fact that many 
in government do not seem to appreciate. Part of that is the town of Mullewa. I note an article in the Mullewa Mail, 
which has been reprinted in part on the City of Greater Geraldton’s social media site. I will read a bit from this 
post. It is dated 14 February and is headed “‘Iron-clad’ commitment from Minister on Mullewa Hospital upgrade”. 
That is thanks to the tireless efforts of Councillor Critch and Councillor Clune, who corralled the minister into 
having a discussion about Mullewa. It appears that that meeting took place in Geraldton, not Mullewa. It is a pity it 
was not in Mullewa, because the minister might then have had a better understanding of Mullewa. The caption under 
the photo in that article states that the minister was there with Sandra Carr, MLA. That is described incorrectly, so 
my apologies. It should be Hon Sandra Carr, MLC. The member for Geraldton is also in that photograph. 
We know that the Mullewa Hospital project has still not commenced. That project has been sitting in the state 
budget for the entirety of this Labor government’s term. In fact, it was part of a program that had been initiated by 
the previous government and a project had been announced for the delivery of an upgraded facility at Mullewa that 
would be fit-for-purpose for the community. That project has languished ever since. I will read from the article about 
this ironclad commitment that has been given by the Minister for Health — 

Minister Sanderson acknowledged the delay in delivering the project — 
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That is nice. She at least admits that there has been a delay — 
and offered an ‘iron-clad’ commitment that the Mullewa Hospital project will go ahead. 
The Mullewa Hospital upgrade will provide essential services as pledged when the upgrade was announced. 

It goes on to state — 
While no commencement date could be provided, — 

It is an ironclad guarantee, but with no commencement date — 
the Minister shared that works would commence at the completion of the Geraldton Regional Hospital 
upgrade, which currently services the entire Midwest. 
The Minister was hopeful works will commence on the Geraldton Regional Hospital upgrade later this 
calendar year… 

The Mullewa community now has an ironclad guarantee that they have to wait until the Geraldton hospital is built 
before this minister is even going to commence the project. By the most optimistic time lines, it will be some time 
in 2026 or 2027 before Geraldton hospital is complete, which will be the next term of government. We will wait 
for another election cycle before a minister—it probably will not be this minister because she might move to 
a different office of some sort by then—will commence the project. Will that ironclad guarantee hold water under 
a new minister? We do not know. No minister can bind another minister when going into office. In fact, Mullewa 
sits with no guarantees and no hospital upgrades after six years of neglect from this government. That is one example 
of the neglect. That is not to mention the delay to the Geraldton hospital, which Hon Martin Aldridge has been 
bringing to public attention for many years now. 
Why is all that important in regional areas? As I pointed out in some statistics, there is a great disparity in outcomes 
between regional people and metropolitan people in crime and, as it happens, health. I understand that the average 
life expectancy for men in very remote areas of the state is 14 years less than those in the metropolitan area. For 
women, it is 19 years less. I have no doubt that those figures are skewed because we know that there are appalling 
health outcomes for some Aboriginal people. Of course, many of those remote areas have significant populations 
of Aboriginal people. We know that the more remote you go, the worse outcomes will be, but all regional residents 
do not have the opportunities that exist in metropolitan areas for access to healthcare. They do not have to be very 
remote for that to occur. I had a constituent from the town of Toodyay who could not access out-of-hospital care 
after a life-saving operation because no care was provided there. There was no Silverchain service to do dressings 
et cetera. She had to be transported to Northam every time that sort of attention was needed. That means that they 
had to find a car and a driver to get them to Northam to have that treatment. Toodyay is an hour out of Perth. It is 
not necessary that someone has to be at the far end of the regional spectrum to have these issues. 
I have other constituents who share a postcode with metropolitan parts. For instance, the Lower Chittering area 
has had a problem with service delivery for many years: residents there are in the Bullsbrook postcode, so the 
WA Country Health Service will not service them, yet they are outside the metropolitan area so the metropolitan 
health service will not service them. In fact, they get no service. It is similar in Morangup, which shares its postcode 
with Gidgegannup, and happens to be in the Perth metropolitan area. Those types of little boundary issues could 
easily be rectified with a bit of effort, and indeed they should be. 
When the McGowan government first commenced in 2017, one of its first acts was to slice off most royalties for 
regions projects on the books that were expected to be delivered. One of those was the Turquoise Health initiative, 
which would have provided the type of care that I just outlined for people in places like Toodyay, Gingin and 
Chittering. The lack of that sort of care is very evident to local communities. I was approached by what is known 
as the lower coast community association, which comprises people in rural residential areas such as Woodridge, 
Sovereign Hill and Redfield Park and the towns of Guilderton and Seabird in the southern part of the Shire of 
Gingin. Their number one issue is the lack of health service availability to them. Absolutely no health infrastructure 
whatsoever, physical or service, is based in their area. Going back a while, a local resident, a retired doctor, provided 
some service out of the Seabird fire shed, but I think that has now ceased due to the effluxion of time and his advancing 
years. Those people get no service whatsoever. 
Looking right across regional WA, we see a continuation of these types of problems. The member for North West 
Central has outlined the need for hospitals in Paraburdoo and Meekatharra in her electorate. There is an urgent 
need for investment. We know that it is not just in physical infrastructure; as I said, it is also about services, 
including mental health services. This government has announced a program—I highlighted this the other day 
when talking about crime—with licensed gun owners requiring mental health checks. I think that will expose that 
those people have no health services to access to do those checks. Perhaps it will point out to government the dire 
need for those mental health services. 
I would not hesitate to say that the highest cause of death for certain demographics in some communities I represent 
is in fact suicide. Mental health issues are very much to the fore in regional communities. We know that historically 
there has been a dearth of opportunity for the delivery of those services, but it has got worse lately, especially for 
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some of my residents who report to me their concerns about access to mental health services. Access is more 
difficult than was the case in the past. People who live in the smaller communities in the midwest find it very difficult 
to access those types of services. Again, the further you go away from a larger centre, the less likely you are to 
have any meaningful access to mental health services whatsoever. 
We know that people suffer trauma and mental distress at a greater rate in regional areas, as evidenced by the high 
suicide levels. Suicide is such an issue in regional areas that a coroner a number of years ago did a report into the 
situation in the Kimberley. I had the pleasure of serving on the Education and Health Standing Committee in the 
last term of Parliament with the then member for Kimberley, Josie Farrer. It was her passion that something be 
done about that. Her entire purpose on that committee was to try to drive some reform to address youth suicide, 
especially in the Kimberley. I do not think that she was ever given satisfaction in that regard. I do not think that she 
ever felt that the matter was taken seriously enough. It is something that I would suggest is a matter that the whole 
state, successive governments and members of Parliament need to have some thought about and act to rectify. While 
we talk about the issue of youth crime in the Kimberley and other areas, we are talking about youth who are at 
extreme disadvantage. I do not think a child is born who wants to undertake a career in crime. I think dysfunction 
leads to the involvement with crime and it is closely linked to issues around mental health. Those services are 
sadly lacking for people in more remote areas. As I have highlighted, it is also an issue just on the outskirts of Perth. 
I have no doubt that it is very distressing when people in very remote areas of Western Australia try to access health 
services of any type, especially when it is something highly personal such as a mental health situation. In small 
communities, if someone goes into a clinic, people see them. People feel there could be a whole lot of negative 
consequences about coming forward to access those services. The issues of confidentiality and the ability of access 
keep people away. 
I am happy—I am not happy; I am sad to have to contribute to this debate. I would prefer that we were not moving 
this amendment and that we did not have to move this amendment, but I think it is important that we draw to 
the attention of the house the failures of this government over the last six years to properly provide for the health 
system of Western Australia. 
MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Minister for Health) [11.10 am]: I rise to contribute to debate on the amendment 
moved by the newly elected Leader of the Liberal Party, the member for Vasse. Of course, we will not be supporting 
this amendment, and I will outline in my contribution why this amendment is entirely misguided and how this 
government is making record investment in the health system in both metropolitan and regional areas. 
The member for Cottesloe was at quite some pains to spruik the former Liberal–National government’s record on 
infrastructure, as was the member for Vasse. The former government’s record left this state in dire financial straits—
there is no question about that—with a total lack of discipline, process and governance around how it managed 
its budget. We saw that when we came into government in 2017 and I became cabinet secretary. We inherited 
a two-stream budget process, which was the Nationals WA budget process for royalties for regions and the cabinet 
budget process, and the two never met. There was no probity and no strict governance around how taxpayers’ money 
was spent. The former government oversaw mismanagement of not only the budget, but also the state’s health system. 
The member for Cottesloe talked about Fiona Stanley Hospital and took credit for the building of that. That was a Labor 
government initiative, and the former Minister for Health Hon Jim McGinty and then Premier, Hon Geoff Gallop, 
followed by Alan Carpenter, put $1.7 billion aside to pay for that debt free. They put money aside to pay for that 
hospital. What did the Liberals and Nationals do? They privatised it and entered into a $4.3 billion contract with 
Serco with no business case for doing that. That was an outrageous use of taxpayers’ money. This government is 
proud to have walked back that contract, and that hospital, which was paid for by the Labor government, is now 
a publicly run hospital for our community. The Langoulant report also referred to Perth Children’s Hospital. Yes, 
the former government did build that hospital, and it is a beautiful hospital; however, it has to be said, if more 
money were spent on its function rather than its form, we might not have some of the issues that we now have at 
Perth Children’s Hospital. There was far too much focus on the way it looked and architectural awards than on 
actual functionality. There is a huge void in the middle of the hospital. When people walk in, it is beautiful—there 
is no question about that—but we found dealing with COVID and infectious diseases incredibly challenging. We 
had to close one of the closest car parks because that hospital, which looks after some of our most vulnerable patients, 
was not designed with infection control in mind. It is a beautiful hospital, but my focus with the new women’s and 
babies’ hospital is function over form and making sure that women are at the centre of those services. 
The former government was not able to actually open Perth Children’s Hospital. It took this government, the 
former Minister for Health and the former Treasurer; Minister for Finance Hon Ben Wyatt to actually open it. Of 
course, we also saw that dodgy deal with the Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre car park whereby taxpayers had 
to pay $16 million in compensation while that car park remained closed because of delays in construction. The 
former government wasted $81 million on unnecessary IT services. There was no genuine reform within the system—
just an absolute ideological obsession with privatising our public health services. 
Let us contrast that with this government’s investment in public health services. I refer to projects of this 
government for which there is money in the budget or that have commenced. Members opposite want to talk 
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about the so-called neglect of the health system; let us go through this list, and I hope they are all listening over 
there. There is $256.7 million for the Joondalup Health Campus expansion. There is more than $200 million for 
the Bunbury hospital redevelopment, which will see a significant expansion of services. There is $122 million for 
Geraldton Health Campus, which is another significant regional expansion of services. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: Only happened under Labor. 
Ms A. SANDERSON: Yes, it only happened under Labor, and the previous redevelopment only happened under 
Labor. There is $61.6 million for the Newman Health Service redevelopment; $49 million for the construction of 
the new Meekatharra Hospital, which is on track; $55 million for four 30-bed modular units across our system in 
the metropolitan area, so that is 120 beds; $14.74 million for the Collie Hospital upgrades; $8.6 million for the Peel 
community alcohol and other drug integrated services; $32.8 million for the Tom Price Hospital redevelopment; 
$44 million to increase the medical equipment and imaging replacement program; and $38.1 million for stage 1 of 
the electronic medical record system. Members can talk to any of the clinicians working in our hospitals and they 
will tell them that an EMR is critical to the work and functions that they do. There is $16.7 million to build a 10-bed 
pod to upgrade the intensive care unit at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, $7.6 million for refurbishment works within 
the neurological intervention and imaging service inside Charlies, and $10 million to develop the business case for 
the statewide reconfiguration of the mental health services at Graylands Hospital with the Graylands Reconfiguration 
and Forensic Taskforce. That is really important work. Reform work is tough work, but it is work that this government 
is doing. There is $2.5 million towards the development of a business case for the WA Comprehensive Cancer 
Centre, and we have just announced the tender for the Laverton Hospital project, which has now gone out, and we 
expect that will be in the works as soon as that tender process is complete. That hospital needs upgrading and 
redevelopment. 
I will touch briefly on some of the comments from the Leader of the Opposition on the redevelopment of the 
Mullewa and Geraldton hospitals. I have to address the comments that he read out from the article. The article 
stated that I had said in that meeting that the Mullewa Hospital upgrades would commence after the completion of 
the Geraldton Health Campus redevelopment. That is absolutely untrue. I never said that. I did not say that we 
would be waiting until the end of construction for Geraldton. What I said was that given the very tight construction 
market, particularly in the midwest—we have seen obviously with cyclone Seroja and the rebuild of those residential 
homes that we have a tight construction market full stop, but it is even tighter in the midwest—that we have prioritised 
starting the redevelopment of Geraldton hospital, because that will see a significant expansion of services for 
the entire region. We will absolutely be building Mullewa Hospital. I did not say that we would wait until the 
redevelopment at Geraldton was complete, but we are starting the Geraldton hospital redevelopment first because 
of its strategic importance to the region. 
We have had to make some hard decisions. We have had to make some tough decisions, given the construction 
market that we have in Western Australia. On the one hand, the Leader of the Opposition in this chamber is telling 
us to start them all now; on the other hand, Hon Dr Steve Thomas in the other place is saying we need to stop some 
of these government projects. Which of these that I have just read out would members opposite like us to stop? 
Hon Dr Steve Thomas is over there telling us to stop them; the Leader of the Opposition is telling us to start them! 
When it comes to claims of under-resourcing of the system, they are absolutely untrue, but it does not surprise me, 
because this opposition relies on mistruths and dishonesty to convey what is going on in our system. WA Health’s 
budget has grown by 30 per cent since 2017. That is an average of six per cent a year. The member for Cottesloe 
said that the average needed to be around four per cent; under this government, the budget has grown by an average 
of six per cent a year. That is an increase of more than 30 per cent. It is now $11.6 billion in this financial year. 
Since coming to government in 2017, we have added 3 300 FTE to our nursing staff. The FTE has increased. There 
has been a 21 per cent increase in nursing staff in our system. There has been a 23 per cent increase in medical 
staff, with 1 200 FTE added to the system. There has also been a 20 per cent increase in allied healthcare staff, 
with 1 400 FTE added to the system. Overall, there has been a 21 per cent increase in staff in our health system since 
2017. Members opposite cannot call that neglect of the health system in any way, shape or form. Those facts do 
not suit members opposite or their narrative, but they are the facts. We have increased our staffing. It is important 
that we have world-class infrastructure, but our staff are the heart and soul of our health system. They are the ones 
who provide support and medical care to our community members when they need it most. 
We have put 523 beds into the system in the last 12 months—that is the size of a tertiary hospital! Of those new beds, 
483 are COVID surge beds and 40 are mental health transition care beds to help people transition out of hospital 
in a more sustainable way, without bouncing back. We have brought 120 modular beds online across the state over 
the last 12 months, in Bunbury, Osborne Park, Rockingham and Bentley. We are doing the work to move people 
out of hospital who are medically fit for discharge through our long-stay patient fund and the Transition Care and 
Hospital in the Home programs. 
For the member for Cottesloe to say that he has never heard me talk about the reform that is occurring in the health 
system, he must be having regular naps in the chamber. Since becoming health minister, I have been at pains to 
outline, during almost every question time, the reforms that we are doing within the system, because it is not just 
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about funding. Even though this government is providing record funding, it is also about reform and doing things 
differently. This government is prepared to do the nitty-gritty and the hard yards that need to be done to alleviate the 
pressure points that we are seeing in our system and that every system is seeing. Despite the baseless fearmongering 
from the opposition that the health system is in crisis, we have a world-class public health system that has fantastic, 
highly skilled, highly regarded healthcare workers who work in it. Not one, single constructive idea comes from 
the opposition bench—not one. 
We have reformed the ambulance contract with the new contract with St John Ambulance. The significant and historic 
reform of that contract will improve outcomes for our patients. We have also made a significant new investment in 
paramedics. The number of paramedics will increase by 60, including 30 paid paramedics in country WA. By the end 
of March, four new paid, professional paramedics will have been added to the Geraldton substation alone. That is an 
important reform that is occurring in the system. The idea that the issues in the system are a result of funding cuts is 
absolutely untrue. Every system in the world is under pressure, because over the last two and a half years we have 
experienced a pandemic like we have never experienced before. A number of detractors have used misinformation 
and made claims about the health system that are completely untrue and have no basis in fact whatsoever. 
The member for Cottesloe talked about ambulance ramping. It existed under his government, by the way, as it has 
existed under governments of all persuasions. Let us look at the causes of that. Western Australia is faring very well, 
in national terms, in terms of how our emergency departments and hospitals are operating, but we know that there 
are pressure points. We know that if people stay longer in hospital, it makes it harder for people to come in through 
the emergency department. We know that that happens, so we are adding more beds to hospitals. The $383 million 
emergency department reform fund was announced over two budgets and in last year’s midyear review. As part of 
that, 120 temporary transition care beds will be made permanent transition care beds. The state is putting $60 million 
into federal government territory—disability and aged-care services—to make sure that our patients are in more 
appropriate settings than hospitals. There is $22.3 million to uplift the adult community mental health treatment teams 
to support people out in the community and keep them out of hospital, as it is better for people to be treated in the 
community than in inpatient wards. There is $19.2 million in the emergency department innovation fund to allow 
clinicians to come up with ideas. We are asking the people on the floor, who know their area best, to give us their 
ideas, as we want to fund them and try them. We want to back in the work that those people are doing. There is 
$19 million to extend the hours of operation of radiology and allied health services at adult tertiary sites to increase 
the number of patients who can be discharged outside business hours. Member for Cottesloe, I outlined that reform 
in the last midyear review. Hospitals operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and they will be able to discharge 
patients on weekends. We will get doctors, radiology and pharmacy services and social workers in on weekends 
to facilitate getting people out of hospital. That is what we are doing. We are putting together a business case for 
the state health operations centre, including $18 million to develop the data that is required. That will be a permanent 
state health incident coordination centre that will centrally coordinate emergency departments, hospital beds 
and ambulance movements to make sure that people are moved to the most appropriate care setting in the quickest 
possible time. That is going to be a real game changer. We are doing the business case for that now. There is 
$17.6 million for the active recovery teams to reduce mental health presentations. There is evidence behind these 
teams that support people after they have been discharged from hospital. People are intensively supported in the 
community to keep them out of hospital, and that is working. There will be $12.2 million spent on two disability 
transition care pilots—one in South Perth and one in Coolbinia—to take long-term patients out of hospital who 
have psychosocial needs that are not being met by the National Disability Insurance Scheme. I met a young man 
in South Perth who had been in Graylands Hospital for nearly a year following a psychotic episode while on drugs. 
He had not been well enough to go straight home. He is undergoing a three-month transition that will see him well 
and back in his own home. 
Acting Speaker, can I seek a short extension? 
The ACTING SPEAKER: No. 
Ms A. SANDERSON: There are no extensions in this debate—okay. 
We have $10.1 million to expand the complex needs coordination team. People are sicker and are staying longer. 
They have complex needs. We have to be able to coordinate their services once they are discharged, so that they 
can stay well and stay at home. There is $5.7 million to top up commonwealth funding to provide respite payments. 
This service is currently not used by aged-care facilities because the funding is not adequate. The state is topping 
that up and discharging patients to aged-care facilities whilst they decide where they want to go next. Hospital 
is not the best place for elderly patients who are medically fit for discharge. There are risks. It is not the place 
where they will be most well and live their best lives for the rest of their years. This funding is on top of the funding 
for emergency department waiting room nurses across 15 emergency departments, to address some of the 
recommendations from the root cause analysis of the Aishwarya incident at Perth Children’s Hospital. 
The ongoing misinformation from the opposition and its deliberate ignorance—let us call it wilful ignorance—of 
what this government is doing to support our hospitals and our staff is frustrating and does a huge disservice to 
those people who work incredibly hard to provide the services that we all need in our community. 
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There was some mention of staffing reform and the nurses’ agreement. There is no question that nurses and midwives 
are the lifeblood of our public health system, and that is why we entered into the negotiations in good faith. We 
have absolutely embraced the historic reform of nurse-to-patient ratios. This is a historical reform and is one that 
I am very, very proud of. We have not signed an agreement with the Australian Nursing Federation because of the 
internal issues the ANF is experiencing at the moment. Despite that, we have given our nurses a pay raise of between 
three per cent and 4.5 per cent and have started the implementation of those important nurse-to-patient ratios, 
including for midwives, mothers and babies. This reform will take some time, but we are absolutely committed to 
it. We are committed to doing the hard work in our health system, and I implore the opposition to stop being 
wilfully ignorant. 

Division 
Amendment put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Ms C.M. Collins) casting her vote with the noes, with 
the following result — 

Ayes (6) 

Ms M.J. Davies Mr R.S. Love Mr P.J. Rundle  
Dr D.J. Honey Ms L. Mettam Ms M. Beard (Teller)  

 

Noes (46) 

Mr S.N. Aubrey Ms M.J. Hammat Mr D.R. Michael Ms J.J. Shaw 
Mr G. Baker Ms J.L. Hanns Mr K.J.J. Michel Ms R.S. Stephens 
Ms L.L. Baker Mr T.J. Healy Mr S.A. Millman Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr M. Hughes Mrs L.M. O’Malley Dr K. Stratton 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke Mr H.T. Jones Mr S.J. Price Mr D.A. Templeman 
Ms C.M. Collins Mr D.J. Kelly Mr D.T. Punch Ms C.M. Tonkin 
Mr R.H. Cook Ms E.J. Kelsbie Mr J.R. Quigley Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms L. Dalton Dr J. Krishnan Ms M.M. Quirk Ms S.E. Winton 
Ms D.G. D’Anna Mr P. Lilburne Ms R. Saffioti Ms C.M. Rowe (Teller) 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr M. McGowan Ms A. Sanderson  
Ms E.L. Hamilton Ms S.F. McGurk Mr D.A.E. Scaife  

Amendment thus negatived. 
Consideration Resumed 

DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe) [11.35 am]: Before I commence my substantial contribution — 
Several members interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: As in the bulk of my contribution, members! I was not trying to give myself airs and graces. 
At the outset, there has been some commentary in this place on the Liberal leadership and some barbs were exchanged 
over the aisle yesterday and the previous day about it. Can I just say, congratulations to Libby. I have the greatest 
admiration for her capacity. Would I have preferred to have kept doing it? Well, yes, but as members know, it is 
the gift of members. I did not come into this place for my aggrandisement; I came here because I wanted to make this 
a better state. At the moment, that means holding the government accountable. Can I especially thank the many 
members who have offered me their kind condolences—kind thoughts. 
Several members interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Do not worry. I will get to put some marks on Hansard. 
I will not embarrass any members by saying their names, but I can say that I have been really touched by those people 
who recognise that when you go through these things, it can sometimes be personally hard. As I said, I am grateful 
for that. 
I want to address the Premier’s Statement with a particular focus on some mythologies that the Premier likes to 
promote. After reading the Premier’s Statement again, I wondered whether the Premier was hell-bent on peddling 
the usual spin or, worse, whether he is actually so blind to the issues facing this state that he is unaware of the 
poor performance of the government in so many areas. I will go through the Premier’s Statement. That will be the 
substance of my contribution today. The Premier states that he is here to make life better for Western Australians. 
That is true. I doubt whether there is a member in this place who does not want to do that. Although I might disagree 
with some members opposite on many things—not everything—I know that every member I speak to here wants 
to make the state a better place. That is a fundamental purpose of our lives as parliamentarians. We want to make 
Western Australia better and life easier and better for the people in this state. However, the evidence is extremely 
sparse in demonstrating that this Labor government, halfway through its second term, is making that difference 
for the people of the state. A lot of government activity is in fact quite repetitive. As much as we like to think that the 
world hinges on what we do here every day, in fact, the great majority of government is carried out by public servants 
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and other agencies, and they do an excellent job day to day. But the government has a role in reviewing laws and 
changing them, and ministers have roles in making decisions and interceding when they need to. But if we look at 
what the government has done over the last six years, as I said, it is really hard to find areas in which it has made 
life better for people in Western Australia.  
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: I will go through them just to remind members opposite because I noted a hint of scepticism in 
the interjection. If we cast our mind across the major areas of government, where we do we find the government 
has made people’s lives better? Nothing is better in health. We have just been through a debate on health. I will 
not to go through all that, but I will highlight some areas in that. Nothing is better about our energy sector. That has 
gone through four years of materially worsening reliability. They are not my words, but the words of an independent 
agency review. Now we are in the ridiculous situation in which we cannot even get enough coal from our expansive 
coal deposits in Western Australia to keep our coal-fired power stations running. We have gone through this ludicrous 
and torturous exercise of having to literally get coal from Newcastle into the state. 
Crime is rising and I might say especially violent crime. Under this government, there has been an almost 
20 per cent increase in violent crime. I will go into this at as much length as I have time for in this place, but we have 
this situation and we know because we get the reports back from the regions. The situation is that police are being 
actively discouraged from reporting crime and charging offenders. This is from police being discouraged. We have 
a ludicrous situation in which there is a $500 threshold for whether people are charged with a stealing offence. We 
have kids who may not go to school and suffer in so many ways but they can add up to 500 extremely effectively 
because of that. I just cannot comprehend how any member opposite can come into this place and not understand the 
absolute explosion of crime in the north of our state. As I pointed out in past contributions, increasingly the epidemic 
of youth crime is coming into the metropolitan area. We saw that over Christmas when we saw some extreme criminal 
activity occurring in Perth by children visiting from a regional area. 
Education standards are declining with fewer high school students tackling four or more ATAR courses, especially 
in STEM. This government likes to beat its chest about how we need a new economy. Critically for that we need 
students doing sciences; we need engineers. What do we have in schools? Fewer students are doing the harder subjects 
that are going to be the critical feeders into the revolution the government talks about. 
The housing crisis has been exacerbated by this government’s sale of public housing stock, leaving us still with 
less public housing stock than when the government came to office. Our planning laws are absolutely trashing the 
amenity and comfort of family-friendly suburbs. It is all for the benefit of a handful of developers who, frankly, do 
not care about what they leave behind. Again, we get these glib statements from the Minister for Planning coming 
in and attacking me because I express concern about this. She should go out into the suburbs and talk to the people 
who live in Hollywood. They cannot even get to their houses because apartments are being built in ordinary suburban 
streets. I encourage members to go and look at what is happening with the apartment block going up opposite the 
rose gardens, a war memorial, in Nedlands. Members should tell me whether they think that is appropriate and 
whether any of them would tolerate that in their electorates. What the government is doing with ugly inappropriate 
infill is disgusting. The government has utterly abandoned ordered planning. It is doing nothing on the affordability 
of housing for the people who need it and has a hyper-focus on a handful of people who are going to be children 
of millionaires buying houses in the western suburbs. 
We see more restrictions on water use from this government and substantially higher charges for families. We saw 
that massive increase with larger families being penalised for using more water because of the additional charge 
for water usage of 500 kilolitres or more. 
We do not see any major substantial road projects tackling congestion in this state. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: Go down the freeway. Go north on the freeway. What a load of rubbish! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: We do not. The government is continuing the already planned expansion. What is the government 
doing in major road developments to deal with congestion? There is nothing on Stirling Highway or Curtin Avenue. 
Several members interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: There is nothing. I think members opposite get my point. There has been a complete and utter 
mismanagement of major capital projects whereby we see a massive blowout of billions of dollars in the Metronet 
transport project. 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms C.M. Collins): Minister! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: There has been a massive blowout in the capital program of this state and to the exclusion of 
other sensible capital projects that should be being carried out. 
It took this government over six years to complete an 8.5-kilometre spur on the rail line. That is longer than 
World War II. It took 50 per cent longer than World War II to complete that one project. That is the measure. It took 
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nearly two years longer than the 70-kilometre Mandurah line. Maybe Hon Alannah MacTiernan should be reprised 
as a Minister for Planning in this chamber. Someone should perhaps make way for her so that she can come in 
because, as I said, it took two years longer than the Mandurah rail line project. 
We still have the Premier talking about his COVID performance and the COVID politics and overinflating WA’s 
relative performance. Contrary to the Premier’s claim that rest of Australia was completely devastated, that was 
not true. The rest of Australia not paralysed. It got on with things and got things done. Some things were done 
differently. Western Australia had the easiest task because we did not have major population centres on our land 
border with the other states. That certainly greatly simplified the situation for our state. People say that this has put 
us in a position whereby we are so much better off than the other states. I hear this claim by the other side that we 
did not stop mining. Guess what? No state stopped mining. Why? It is because it is a critical industry and every state 
kept it going. It was not some unique achievement by Western Australia. Every state kept its mining operations 
going—Queensland and New South Wales, in particular. 
Our economy has performed well due to international demand for our commodities, and that is the same factor 
that has underwritten our state’s modern economic history. The Premier cannot claim—I think he would like to—
that international markets are somehow the product of what the Premier has achieved. I might say it goes no further 
than our low unemployment rate. Yesterday, the Premier was boasting about the low unemployment rate in the 
state of Western Australia. I had one of my staff print the latest figures. Let us look at how much better 
Western Australia has done than the rest of Australia with the unemployment rate. The seasonally adjusted figures 
for January 2023 show that New South Wales had 3.1 per cent unemployment; Victoria, four per cent; Queensland, 
3.8 per cent; South Australia, four per cent; Western Australia, 3.6 per cent; Tasmania, 4.1 per cent; and the 
Northern Territory, four per cent. Guess what, members? We could probably draw a straight line on that graph, 
could we not, and it would be horizontal, parallel with the X axis. That is the measure of it. Yes, it is good that we 
have low unemployment. Every state in Australia has low unemployment. There is nothing magically different 
about Western Australia. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: Could I ask you a question? 
Dr D.J. HONEY: No, I really am pressed for time, but I am happy to chat to the minister afterwards. 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: I like the minister for mines. He is a good bloke. 
The Premier’s Statement went on to perpetuate another government mythology; that is, Labor’s efforts returned 
the state’s budget to surplus. What a load of absolute trash. I suspect that most Western Australians—or anyone who 
at least cares to study anything—know the truth. Our budget position is a result of two things. One is the rebound 
in commodity prices, primarily iron ore prices but also others, impacting royalties. The second is the GST fix that 
was put in place by the federal Liberal government. At that stage, Mathias Cormann was the Minister for Finance, 
a fantastic Western Australian advocating for Western Australia. Scott Morrison was the Treasurer. They were the 
people who did it. I just find it galling to see members opposite and the Premier sitting there claiming that somehow 
it was due to them. What a load of rubbish! It was because the Liberal federal members of Parliament worked hard, 
no-one more so than Hon Mathias Cormann in his role as Minister for Finance. He did that for Western Australia.  
Let us look at the two factors together. In the 2020–21 and 2021–22 budgets, we see that the increase in government 
revenue was almost $9.5 billion in 2020–21 and $9.3 billion in 2021–22, whereas it was $5.5 billion in 2019–20 
and $3 billion in 2018–19. Let us be frank here. The proverbial drover’s dog could show an increase in the government 
surplus under those conditions. Those factors have nothing whatsoever to do with the government. There is no credit 
in that for the government. It is not due to some fiscally prudent approach by the government; it is due to external 
factors that the government has no control over whatsoever. 
I loved the rewriting of history yesterday. Actually, I do not love the rewriting of history; I am fascinated by 
the rewriting of history by the other side. We heard the Premier extolling the virtues of the domgas policy, which 
was credited to Alan Carpenter. The Minister for Mines and Petroleum should know—I am sure he does, but he 
may not talk about it—that, in fact, the gas reservation policy was set up in the very original state agreements for 
the North West Shelf gas. 
Several members interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Under those agreements, the first gas had to come to the state of Western Australia. That is what 
underpinned the investment by Alcoa and Western Power, as it was, in the gas pipeline. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: That’s just not true. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Minister, go and read the state agreements, because I have. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: No, that’s not what happened. It’s not true. It’s a fabrication. It’s wrong. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: For goodness sake! 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister, the member is not accepting interjections. 
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Dr D.J. HONEY: As I say, I am fascinated by the spin. It was written into those agreements. That is why we ended 
up with a pipeline, underpinned by state investment and support from Alcoa to use the gas in that pipeline. Those 
agreements were put together by a Liberal–National government. That is the reason we had it. That was formalised 
to 15 per cent under Alan Carpenter. I freely admit that that was done under the Carpenter government, but it was 
formalised in the policy that already existed. 
The Premier is talking about going to China. That is important; it is a major trading partner and we should have 
good relations. However, what was not forthcoming from the Premier was whether he contacted or visited China 
when it was cutting our agricultural exports. When it was cutting major exports that affected the rural industry in 
this state, he was not so forthcoming then. 
The Premier likes to talk about the future. He talked about the Square Kilometre Array. Let us go through the history 
of the Square Kilometre Array. In 2009, the Liberal–National coalition government committed to the Australian 
Square Kilometre Array Pathfinder, or ASKAP. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Dr D.J. HONEY: In 2012, the final decision was made to commit to the Square Kilometre Array; in fact, the 
project by an international group was to be shared between Western Australia and Africa. That project is simply being 
continued by this government; it is not a project that was initially committed to or commenced by this government. 
It is good to have it. It is a great project, but, as I say, it is not correct for the government to claim it as its project. 
The Premier likes to talk about hydrogen. There is a proposal for Yara, which is mostly going to make ammonia 
out of natural gas, but it will take some hydrogen when it can get it as feedstock for its ammonia plant. That is 
a reasonably easy fit for it. However, where are the other major developments in hydrogen projects? We have seen 
major projects being committed to in other states. We have heard lots of talk, lots of spin, about all of this. I give 
the government credit for some of the investment it is making into research in some supporting areas to try to get 
a workforce in that area, but the reality is that we are not seeing projects commence. One of the main reasons we 
are not seeing projects commence in this state, and we will not for some considerable time, is the complete lack of 
adequate industrial land in Western Australia. 
A couple of months ago, I once again drove past the Oakajee estate. I think every other time I have mentioned this, 
I have said that it is exactly the same as it was when I commenced in this place back in 2018. There has been 
a change, and that is that when I drove past it, I saw that the driveway through the old cocky’s gate had been graded. 
There you go, members! Six years in and Oakajee has a graded driveway! I assume it is so that a tour bus can get 
in there and people do not have to get out and dirty their feet when looking at it. Otherwise, Oakajee is years away. 
The critical enabling infrastructure has not been installed, and we have heard nothing yet of meaningful plans to 
make it a working industrial estate. 
Even more importantly, the Kwinana and Rockingham industrial estates and the Australian Marine Complex contribute 
over $16 billion of state product to this state, yet we are almost at the point at which there is no land available in that 
area. The government has exacerbated the problem. How has it exacerbated it? Under this Labor government, the 
original proposed 1.5-kilometre air quality buffer around the estate was reduced to 0.5 kilometres. That will bring 
future householders into a direct conflict of interest with industry in that area, because industry impacts such as noise 
and odour are going to impact on residents and it will be harder and harder for businesses to operate in that estate. 
The decision that the government made may have pleased certain property developers that the government seems 
to be enamoured with, but it will do nothing for future industrial development in Western Australia. There is an 
opportunity. The Latitude 32 estate is available, and it should be designated for heavy industry so that we can continue 
to expand. Why is that important? It is important because we need jobs where people are located. Sixty per cent 
of the employees in the Kwinana and Rockingham estates come from the immediate area. It is an area that has 
high unemployment. The members for Kwinana and Baldivis will know that 80 per cent of the employees in those 
businesses come from Kwinana and Rockingham and the Peel region. These are local jobs for local people. Based on 
my experience, these are extremely high quality jobs—the sorts of jobs members would want their kids to have. We 
are not seeing the development of industrial estates. Some land is available in Karratha, but, as I say, we are not seeing 
the industrial estates being developed and we are not seeing land being made available in the south of the state. 
The Premier likes to boast about the $1 000 in electricity credits that the government has provided to everyone. 
I think he should be embarrassed about the way that that was done and I will tell members why. When was the 
$600 credit provided? It was provided when inflation in the state was about one per cent, but guess when that was? 
It was just before the state election. It was nothing more and nothing less than a $600 bribe before the state election. 
We move forward and the inflation rate is skyrocketing, yet Western Power gave only a $400 allowance to 
households. It did nothing for people who were homeless and struggling. Nevertheless, when did the government 
give the $400 credit? It was just before the federal election. We know why it gives energy credits. It gives energy 
credits so that people will vote for it. 
What is the government doing now to give cost relief to households in Western Australia? People are now suffering 
enormous stress. Half of the households in Perth are heading into some form of mortgage distress. I know that 
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people in the electorates of the members in this chamber are contacting them because they are in dire straits. Let 
us talk about the so-called $1 000 that has been given back. These were one-off grants. What has happened to the 
underlying fees and charges of this government? They have increased by more than $1 000 during the term of this 
government. Just one year of that increase wipes out that $1 000. The government talks about holding back fees and 
charges but it has done nothing to hold back fees and charges in its latest budgets. It has increased all the underlying 
fees and charges and just given back $1 000 in two tranches of money to households when elections were coming 
up. The ludicrous thing is that the billionaires who live in my electorate received the same credit as those struggling 
in the suburbs of Southern River, Baldivis, Kwinana, Rockingham and Joondalup. People who are really struggling 
received the same money as billionaires in my electorate, and that is why I have been critical of that and why I will 
continue to criticise the lack of targeting. I commend the new Leader of the Liberal Party for the policy to provide 
$300 million to relief agencies to help people who are struggling and in difficulty. Those amounts the government 
provided did not reflect people’s needs; rather, they reflected political opportunism. 
The Premier’s Statement broaches the subject of public housing, and I am sure that other members will touch on 
this. After selling 1 300 public houses, the government is now boasting that it has 1 000 back on the books. Six years 
of this government and we are not even back to square one in social housing; no wonder so many people are struggling 
with rentals. Young people I know and dearly love—members may know of young people in the same situation—
cannot get rental accommodation or they are forced to put up with most appalling landlords and rental situations 
because they are absolutely terrified that if they complain about substandard wiring or maintenance issues, they 
will lose their existing rental property and literally have nowhere else to go because so few rental properties are 
available. Obviously, that is exacerbated all the more for those people who are struggling and depend on public 
housing. The Premier informed us that he will allocate funding for two new Common Ground facilities. That promise 
has been around for years. The first Common Ground facility press release was dated 4 December 2019. All I say 
is do not hold your breath because, based on the performance of this government to date, these projects will not 
get off the ground. 
We have heard the Premier talk about tackling youth crime, which is probably the state’s most serious escalating 
social issue. The Leader of the Liberal Party talked about the issue of domestic violence, and I fully understand that 
that is a scourge in our community. But in terms of the escalation of a social issue, youth crime is an utter disaster. 
I have heard a couple of ministers come into this chamber and say that there are no significant issues; indeed, for 
a significant period, the Minister for Police denied that there was a crime issue in the north of the state, and then 
suddenly there was intervention for something that apparently he said did not exist. Unfortunately, I do not have 
time to do justice to just how serious this issue is. Members should go into those communities; it is the most personally 
distressing thing I have ever seen. I encourage ministers not to go up on a preannounced, well-prepared tour with 
a glossy tour bus. As I have already said to the Premier, they should contact some local communities in those areas, 
go up there with appropriate security arrangements and walk around and discuss the situation with the people in 
those areas because it is shocking and terrifying. The fate of the children in those areas is utterly horrifying. The 
communities are terrified. All through the Fitzroy Valley at Kununurra, Halls Creek, Fitzroy Crossing and Broome, 
every community has been seriously afflicted. Outside of going to Carnarvon on a preannounced government tour, 
ministers should go any day and visit the shopping centres where they will see youth fighting and stealing—kids 
not at school. It is an absolutely horrendous outcome. This government has failed to deal with it effectively. Whatever 
it is doing is not effective. I want to comment on the Target 120 program in particular. I like its objectives, but it 
is a voluntary program and the fact is that it is not reaching the people it needs to reach. That is the problem. The 
government needs to take this issue seriously. 
The Premier boasted about his plans for the toughest gun laws in the country, which made a great headline with 
a big glossy picture. I have spoken about this before. A picture on the front page of the newspaper can always be 
guaranteed when one is sitting next to a .50 calibre rifle. Tell me what material difference that will make to the 
crime that ordinary Western Australians are experiencing on a daily basis. It will do nothing. It is a good headline 
but in fact it will not do anything materially to change crime statistics in the state of Western Australia. We will 
have a chance to explore this issue when the legislation comes before Parliament. 
I have spoken about transport and transport-busting projects. There is a hyper-focus on Metronet and insufficient 
focus on the mode of transport that most people, the overwhelming majority of people, in the state use, which is 
private vehicles. That will continue to be the case into the future. 
Unfortunately, members, there is just too much to cover in this place. Energy transition is a debacle. We have not 
seen the detailed plans but we have to see them because Western Australians are facing increasingly unreliable 
energy security in this state. Members, outside of the shield of COVID-19, this government is struggling in the key 
portfolio areas of health, law and order, education, industrial development and energy transition. 
MS M.J. DAVIES (Central Wheatbelt) [12.05 pm]: I rise to respond to the Premier’s Statement and support 
the contributions of the members of the opposition who have already spoken. Before I do, I would like to note 
very briefly for the purposes of Hansard and posterity the reasons why I am no longer sitting in this Parliament as 
the Leader of the Nationals WA and the Leader of the Opposition. I proudly stand here today as the member for 
Central Wheatbelt and I will continue to do so until next state election. 
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Over the summer, I contemplated what the next two years—and the four beyond that because that is the commitment 
we make as local members—will look like for me. As the Leader of the Opposition outlined in his speech earlier this 
week, I started my parliamentary career in 2008 in the Legislative Council. I transitioned to the Legislative Assembly 
in 2013, and very shortly thereafter I took on the higher duties of Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Regional 
Development. Later that year, I became the Deputy Leader of the Nationals WA and the Minister for Water; Forestry 
and, a year later, the Minister for Sport and Recreation. In 2017, following the defeat of our government, I became 
the Leader of the Nationals WA, and in 2021, in very unusual circumstances, the Leader of the Opposition. It has 
been an absolute privilege to hold all those higher office roles for the last 10 years, but I have felt no greater personal 
privilege than that of being the member for Central Wheatbelt since 2008. 
My electorate is 100 000 square kilometres in size. I represent 27 local governments and countless more towns. 
As a minister and Leader of the Nationals WA, I have had the privilege of travelling to every corner of the state, 
which may sound glamorous, but for those who have also had the privilege of doing that, sometimes it is not so! 
It has had its moments. I have met some wonderful people. I have worked alongside members of Parliament from 
both sides of this house, and with our candidates in every federal and state election and by-election since 2005. 
I have worked with business and community leaders from St Georges Terrace down to the smallest community in 
our state. It has been an amazing ride. 
In 2025, I will have been a member of Parliament for 17 years, and I know that my cup will be full and I will be 
ready for a new challenge. I am not sick. I have been asked that countless times. I am perfectly healthy—robust in 
fact. I have great faith in our team as we plot a path back to government and play a role in balancing out this 
Parliament and providing good opposition and hopefully government into the future. Our team will have my full 
support over the next two years. At the end of this term I would, however, like to pursue interests outside of public 
life and make way for others who have the necessary passion, experience, enthusiasm and ideas to bring to the role 
that I am privileged to hold now and for the next two years. I have given my absolute all to the role and I will 
continue to do so for the remainder of my time. I know in myself that this is the right time for me to move on. It is 
as simple as that. That is all I will say now, because there will be time down the track when the job is done for me 
to reflect on what those 17 years looked like. 
It is time to continue the hard work of the opposition. I want to congratulate the member for Moore and the member 
for Roe for their elevation to the leadership of our party. I want to thank the member for Cottesloe for his collegiate 
approach to leading our alliance over the last two years. I also want to congratulate the member for Vasse on her 
ascension as Leader of the Liberal Party. They will have my support as we go forward. 
I am now in the position that I can stand and deliver a speech on my electorate as the member for Central Wheatbelt. 
That has always been my passion, but when we have additional roles sometimes that comes at the end of the speech 
instead of at the start. Those who know me and have worked with me will know that health and education are of 
significant interest to me in my electorate but also as a space in public policy. I spoke yesterday and on Tuesday 
on the importance of health services and education opportunities for all Western Australians no matter where they 
live in this state. Offering health services in rural, regional and remote communities is a perennial challenge for either 
side of government. We need to continue to work hard at doing that. Not one person in my electorate expects to have 
a Fiona Stanley Hospital at the end of their road in a town like Wyalkatchem, Tammin, Mukinbudin or Boddington. 
They do not have that expectation. They do have an expectation that in a state as wealthy as Western Australia we 
will get the basics right so that they are able to access emergency health services via the Royal Flying Doctor Service, 
with the support of good primary healthcare services in their community, thus preventing them from having to end 
up, heaven forbid, at the other end in our tertiary health system. 
Sadly, primary healthcare general practitioners and allied health professionals are very hard to come by. That 
is not a new thing in regional Western Australia. It is also certainly not a new issue for me as the member for 
Central Wheatbelt. A new trend is emerging that general practitioners are ceasing to bulk-bill because of the lack 
of changes to Medicare at the federal level. That means that many in the community cannot afford to go to a doctor 
and end up presenting at our emergency departments and clogging up the hospital system. I am not blaming general 
practitioners or general practices. Most of them are unable to make the system work with the current Medicare rebate 
and have shifted to charging their patients. 
I want to tell members what that looks like in my electorate. As of 1 February, no general practice medical service 
in Northam, the major community centre in my electorate, will be offering bulk-billing for patients. Northam is 
99 kilometres from the Perth CBD. It is a regional service centre for the electorate and the catchment for the 
majority of the electorate. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members, can you please turn the conversation down a bit, thank you. It is quite 
distracting for Hansard and others. 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: Thank you. As I have said, my electorate is 100 000 square kilometres in size. The majority 
of the community will have a doctor, if they are lucky. Some will have a hospital or district hospital in a neighbouring 
town. The two regional centres that we rely upon are Northam and Merredin, and Narrogin in the south, which is 
just over the border in the electorate of the member for Roe. 
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Northam Family Practice and Wheatbelt Health Network, which are two of a number of medical practices in 
Northam, recently sent a message to all their clients advising that from 1 February they would no longer be providing 
bulk-billing. They will still provide that service to people who have a Health Care Card. However, as we have 
heard from a number of opposition members, there are many people who are the working poor. They have income 
but do not have a Health Care Card. Many of those people have contacted my office and said this will make it very 
difficult for them to access GP services. We know what will happen. They will make the decision not to go to 
their GP, the issue will compound, and they will end up in emergency departments, which are the sole responsibility 
of the state government. I am not placing blame on Northam Family Practice or Wheatbelt Health Network or any 
of the other health services in the electorate. They are simply trying to survive and offer a service to their clients. 
It concerns me that people in the major regional centre in my electorate will no longer have access to bulk-billing. 
I urge the Minister for Health and the Premier to make sure that this is one of the first things that they raise with 
the federal Minister for Health, and also the Prime Minister, because this trend is occurring across regional 
Western Australia, not only in my electorate. 
The other serious matter relating to doctors—again, there is a federal-state nexus here—is that there are simply 
not enough. If people in regional WA are lucky enough to have a doctor in their town and can afford to pay for 
it, they are in a good position. I want to make sure the Minister for Health and the Premier raise this with the 
Prime Minister and the federal Minister for Health to make sure that they understand the dire situation in regional 
Western Australia when it comes to accessing general practitioners and allied health professionals. Members may 
have seen the article on the front page of The West Australian on 27 January with the headline “Small town offering 
$1 million salary in desperate bid to secure a doctor for local general practice.” Frankly, it was more shocking to 
me that that had made the front page of the paper. It is not news in my electorate. What hits the front page of the 
paper is normally new and shocking. It is not shocking in our part of the world for this to happen. In fact, it has been 
a normality for local governments to have to offer that kind of incentive, although that is a significant escalation on 
what they have had to offer previously, in order to secure a doctor for their community. Every wheatbelt community, 
and probably a vast number in the midwest and a big chunk of the great southern, would face similar challenges. 
There are probably only a couple of communities in my electorate that do not face that challenge. I understand that 
Beverley, because of its proximity to Perth and its liveability, has a number of doctors. It is flush with doctors. That 
is a great community for people to move to if they are looking for primary health care. Other communities are not 
so lucky. 
I would put to members, particularly those in the metropolitan area who have city or town councils in their electorates, 
that they ask how many of them have had conversations with their local governments about having to pay for or 
build a clinic, pay the staff, pay a salary to the doctor to guarantee them an income and then allow the doctor to keep 
the takings on top of that, provide them with a house and a car, and making sure they have coverage when they need 
to go on leave, because they are the sole practitioner in that community. It is also a 24/7 job because they are also 
brought into the hospital system and are on call for the state hospital season. 
In context, the population of Quairading is 961 people. That is 2021 Census data. The population distribution is 
older than the average for the state. It is also common across my electorate that our communities have a higher 
percentage of Aboriginal people compared with the state average. We also have older communities. Both those 
cohorts require additional health services. A GP is key to that. It is a small rate base from which to draw a $1 million 
incentive. That is also certainly not the role of local government, yet it will do it because it knows that it will be 
the one that is criticised if the town cannot secure a doctor. We need more assistance from the state and federal 
governments to relieve our local governments from having to go down this path. Unfortunately, to add to this, there 
is a cohort of medical practitioners who are playing our local governments one against the other. They know that 
because those local governments are desperate, they can say, “I want this much, and if you don’t give it to me, I’m 
off down the road where I will get this much.” Every community is desperate to secure the services of a doctor. It is 
unconscionable, but it is business, and it is what we are seeing more and more. We go through the process of trying 
to ask these professionals to be reasonable, but the reality is that nothing requires doctors to practise in regional 
areas. It is much easier for doctors to set up their practice in the Perth metropolitan area and not have to face the 
challenges that many single practitioners have to face. For anyone who goes along this pathway, it is a great, worthy, 
rewarding and enormous learning opportunity to work in a hospital in a small country town. However, it is not easy. 
When we look at the statistics, we see that we are going in the wrong direction. When I met with Rural Health West 
last year, it said that the situation was the worst it has ever seen. Rural Health West is responsible for helping to recruit 
doctors into regional Western Australia. In 2017, there were 80 GP vacancies across regional Western Australia. 
In 2022, there were 115. The clear trend is that year on year, there has been a decrease in the number of doctors 
recruited, and an increase in the number of doctors who are retiring. The problem is getting bigger, and the recruitment 
drive is not working. A WA Country Health Service internal paper identifies that for every doctor it loses to the 
system, it needs to be training two full-time equivalents to replace them, and that is not happening. Curtin University 
graduated 50 to 60 students—I think it was last year; it may have been the year before—and only two of that cohort 
took up regional placement. It is not enough. That problem of not delivering primary health care ends up in the 
tertiary, and most expensive, part of our health system. We need to do better at making sure we have GPs, nurse 
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practitioners and allied health professionals paid and attracted, recruited, looked after and housed—all of those 
things—in our regional communities because the prevention aspect of that is significant and yet not enough focus 
is put on costing what that prevention looks like as a real cost to our health budget. It is six years in and this 
government on all of those indicators is failing on the very basics. Although I have talked about the responsibility 
of the federal government, there is an intersection for the state government because our health system relies on GPs, 
allied health professionals and specialists to work. We need to make sure that we are doing better to look after the 
health of our regional communities. 

I will talk briefly about housing. I spoke about this on Tuesday as part of the Premier’s Statement debate. The 
housing issue is wrapped up in the attraction and retention of people into our regional communities. I have heard 
ministers say, when they are around, that they are doing the very best they can to deliver on the pipeline of promises 
they have created; however, I have seen nothing in my community. I think one house has been delivered out of that 
social housing package. Out of the $6 billion surplus delivered last year, there could be the creation of a long-term 
regional development headworks fund. I hear ministers opposite say that we are a policy-free zone. They clearly 
need to clear the wax from their ears. Last year at budget time, we said, “Over 10 years, with a billion dollars, create 
a long-term plan to pull out some of the stops that make it difficult for the private sector and local government to 
invest in communities in regional Western Australia.” It costs too much to develop land-and-house packages in 
regional WA. For the most part, it is not an attractive proposition for the private sector in areas outside the coastal 
strip of the south west and the metropolitan area. It simply does not work. That is where government has a role to 
play. We have had that on the table for over 12 months. It is a policy position that governments of both persuasions 
have had over the course of the past two decades—even three. It is not something that is out of the box; it is just 
sensible long-term policy that is supported by the industry and local government sector and others trying to develop 
and assist the government to deal with this housing crisis that is getting worse and worse. It has increased to a crisis 
level over the past six years. 

The face of that housing crisis and those numbers that we talk about regularly is the people who walk through the 
door of the office of their local member of Parliament and who are escaping family and domestic violence and 
have nowhere to go and do not have a place to live, or people who are living in substandard housing and simply 
cannot afford to leave and, therefore, are causing conflict with their current landlord. It is people who have gone 
through medical issues through no fault of their own and then find themselves without a financial security net to 
allow them to enter the private market. They will not be able to overcome that in the current market. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: They will not be able to overcome those challenges as the cost-of-living pressures we see in 
Western Australia continue to rise. Housing is fundamental. Health is fundamental. They are two issues that this 
government is failing to deliver on, yet we see multiple billion-dollar surpluses year on year. It just does not add 
up when we see the wealth that is being generated in this state, yet there is a growing cohort of Western Australians 
who are under significant pressure and this government fails to step in and make meaningful change. 

In the time I have remaining, I want to touch briefly on transport. As a member representing the wheatbelt, it would 
be remiss of me not to mention that we have just had another record year in the agricultural sector—the grains 
industry. For two years in a row, our harvest records have been broken. In celebrating those wins, we pay testament 
to everyone involved in the industry—those who take the risk to put the crop in the ground, those who do the science 
behind the scenes that provides the varieties that allow us to grow significantly improved crops with reducing amounts 
of water while managing our weed load, as well as all the challenges that come with farming in a low-water and 
challenging environment in the wheatbelt, right through to the supply and logistics. CBH Group is the prime carrier 
in the logistics and the supply chain manager for the industry. In January, CBH surpassed its intake of a 21.3 million 
tonne record that was set the year before. For me, it is worth reflecting in this place on the hard work and the 
investment that farmers make every year to put in multimillion-dollar crops without knowing whether they will 
get a return at the end of that year. It will generationally change the wealth that has been accumulated for some of 
those families who have never seen two years in a row like this, and it will create some wonderful opportunities 
for those who have been in the industry for a long time, as well as those who have just started. I hope there will be 
cause for reflection and celebration at the end of the next year. As every farmer knows, it is a year-by-year proposition 
and we never count what we do not have in the bin. However, in the past two years, there have been many smiles 
on the faces of people across my electorate who are involved in that industry and the people who support them. 

The big challenge we have—it is a short-term challenge because there is a long-term plan of both the state and 
federal governments and industry to improve supply chain logistics to get that grain to port in a more efficient 
manner—is the carryover sitting in bins upcountry that is compounding year on year. In the short term, we need the 
government and industry to come up with some out-of-the-box thinking around how to clear some of that; otherwise, 
it will cost growers and the state the opportunity to capitalise on the prices set in an international market. There is 
a time frame in which the industry can capitalise and maximise that. If it cannot get it efficiently out the door, on 
the boat and to market, it costs growers and the state dollars that we can ill afford. I know that if this were the mining 
sector facing a short-term challenge, all stocks would be pulled out and we would be asking what we can do to ensure 
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that supply chain and industry is supported to ease that. I am not sure that that thinking is being done. The reality 
is that that supply chain will face increased pressure over the next 12 months. If, as predicted, we have another 
bumper crop, it will be a very big task at the end of this year. 
I call on the government to make sure it is thinking outside the square to clear some of that backlog and support 
industry and the mechanisms it will need to get through the next two years. The longer term plan for that supply 
chain still needs ongoing investment from the state and federal governments. It is not something that can be 
peppered in. It needs a twenty-first century logistics network, road and rail—not at the expense of one or the other. 
We need to make sure that our roads and our rail system can deliver on the task that we have so successfully 
delivered over the course of the past 10 years. Although I acknowledge that there has been some investment on 
Great Eastern Highway, the major east–west network road in and out of the state, that work is already failing and 
the sections beyond Northam, and then Merredin to Southern Cross and out to Coolgardie, are little more than 
a goat track. I drive a pretty reasonable car and I spend a lot of time on the road. I hang on for dear life between 
Mundaring and Northam on some sections of that road and if I go beyond to the edge of my electorate. I can only 
imagine what it is like for a road train carrying a full load of grain or mining produce or for drivers in a little buzz 
box, as so many of our inexperienced drivers are. They bottom out regularly. I am not over-egging it. With the 
ruts, divots and pushouts, it is very serious. Great Eastern Highway and Brookton Highway in my electorate cannot 
get enough investment. Alongside that, we need to continue to invest in making sure that we get tonnage on rail. 
That needs to be a rail and road logistics system for the twenty-first century. 
Just briefly in relation to rail, I have stood in this place and spoken about passive rail crossings and the ongoing 
campaign by Lara Jensen and families in my electorate, and across the state, who have been impacted by the loss 
of loved ones as a result of passive rail crossings being unlit and improperly signposted and the trains themselves 
lacking lighting. Last year it was 20 years since Lara lost her brother and his friends at a passive rail crossing just 
out of Jennacubbine in my electorate. Through many, many inquiries—state and national, coronial, parliamentary 
and investigations by industry—they have persisted to try to get improvements. Before the federal government 
changed, the former Liberal–National federal government committed to increasing funding to upgrade passive rail 
crossings across Australia. I have been asking the state government to pitch in to add to that in Western Australia 
so that we can fast-track some of those upgrades. 
At the same time, they have continued to campaign for changes to light up the trains. Trucks in the road transport 
industry are lit up like a Christmas tree every time they leave the depot. Trains do not have the same requirement. 
When someone is travelling parallel to a train at night in my electorate, they are quite often taken aback and surprised 
to know that there is a significantly fully laden train travelling alongside them. If someone comes around the corner, 
as many of my constituents do, to get into their own property or to cross the road and there is only a Give Way sign—
there is no ditch lighting or actual requirement for a boom gate to drop—accidents do happen, and have happened. 
I point out that Lara’s brother had an impeccable driving record. He was not speeding or under the influence. These are 
not people who are reckless drivers. The impact on those families who lose their loved ones is felt forever. The impact 
on the train driver who goes through the trauma is felt forever. That is why they continue to campaign, and have my 
support and the support of my colleagues, to make sure that we have the regulatory changes required to improve lighting 
on trains, and also that we see real investment into passive rail crossings across Western Australia to prevent unnecessary 
deaths. When we are in a state as wealthy as Western Australia, it is something that we could and should prioritise. 
The Minister for Tourism walked in just before I stood up and he wanted to have a chat with me. He made some 
very strange motions with his hands. He was referring to the ballooning championships that my electorate is going 
to host at the end of this year. The Australian National Ballooning Championships and the Women’s World Hot Air 
Ballooning Championships will be held in Northam at the end of this year. Ballooning enthusiasts from all over 
the world will come to Northam. I am told that we are one of the prime locations in the world for ballooning. If 
members have not been to Windward Balloon Adventures in Northam and taken the time to go ballooning, 
particularly when the canola is out, I encourage them to do it. It is the most magnificent experience that they will ever 
have. I am terrified of heights and I hate flying and I would do it every day of the year. It is so special. 
They had this planned for two years before COVID hit. There have been a few expense blowouts. They have had 
some support from the state government and they are looking for a little bit more. I pitched to the minister that maybe 
he might like to see that big whale shark that has been in Times Square attached to a balloon basket sailing over 
the canola fields in full blaze. That might be something that Tourism WA would like to see beamed across the world. 
I am looking forward to that conversation with the minister. 
As my time comes to an end, I want to just note that, as a result of the leadership change and reshuffle, I have 
taken on the new shadow portfolios of mining and petroleum, Aboriginal affairs and electoral affairs. I am very much 
looking forward to getting stuck into meeting with all the stakeholders in those portfolios. There are some significant 
issues in all three, particularly in Aboriginal affairs. I pledge my support to the Voice ahead of the referendum to 
be held later this year. I will meet with those who support it and those who do not or have questions. We need to have 
a respectful conversation across Australia about how we take this next step. It needs to be done respectfully, without 
making people feel like they cannot ask questions. Personally, I pledge my support. I am supportive of that. 
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With the two minutes that I have left, I will say that this is a state of great opportunity, wealth and people. However, 
we are missing too many opportunities and that wealth is not being shared. There are too many people who are 
being left behind. I am afraid that apart from the massive budget surplus and that economic piece of the argument, 
the Premier and his government are failing to meet key performance indicators that any decent government should 
make a priority. The affordable, decent homes that the Premier talked about are now further from the reach of most 
Western Australians than before this government took office. Life is not better or fairer for those who are struggling 
to pay their bills or keep a roof over their head. It is not better for those who work in our failing health system or 
those who need to use it. It is not better for those people who have endured constant power blackouts and the 
impact on their households and businesses that it creates, and it is not better for those communities that have seen 
crime and dysfunction rage out of control. 

I look forward to continuing the hard work of the opposition to prove that there will be a good alternative for 
Western Australians at the next state election. I look forward to getting stuck into my shadow portfolio roles and 
making sure that the issues that impact the people of the Central Wheatbelt are heard loud and clear in this Parliament. 

MR S.A. MILLMAN (Mount Lawley — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.36 pm]: It is a great privilege to stand 
and respond to the Premier’s Statement. Before the member for Central Wheatbelt departs, I just want to thank her 
for her contribution. It is always difficult to follow the member for Central Wheatbelt. When it comes to presenting 
her arguments, she has the facts absolutely right. She presents her case in a very factual way and it is a real testament 
to her and what she brings to the Parliament. Her departure from the Nationals WA, together with the departure of 
her colleague Steph Ryan in the Victorian Parliament, will diminish the National Party in Western Australia and 
Victoria. It is a shame to see two young passionate advocates for the country depart the political stage. I do not 
know what we can do as a community to try to encourage people like the member for Central Wheatbelt and 
Hon Steph Ryan to perhaps stick around a little bit longer. 

Personally, I just want to say how impressed I have been with the contributions that she has made while I have been 
a member of Parliament since 2017, and the contributions that she makes to debates. I thought what she said just 
now in her reply to the Premier’s Statement regarding access to general practitioners in her community was precisely 
on point. I disagree with the member on her conclusion of the role of the state government in that, but she nailed 
the issue. I think the Parliament of Western Australia and the people of the Central Wheatbelt will be much the poorer 
for her departure. I just wanted to thank her for her services to those people and to this Parliament. I would just 
like to mention the member for Cottesloe and congratulate him on his service as the Leader of the Liberal Party. 

I will follow on from those two contributions with what I wanted to talk about in my response to the Premier’s 
Statement. I love the consideration of the Premier’s Statement because it gives us an opportunity to talk at length 
about what is going on in our local communities. Members have stood before me and articulated with great clarity 
all the great projects that are being undertaken in their local communities and why they are so proud to represent 
them. I think that those contributions speak to the “what” of effective government. What do we get when we govern 
effectively? What tangible benefits can we deliver to our communities when government is going well? I will 
do that. Do not worry; I have a long list of local achievements in Mount Lawley and in the health portfolio as the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Health. I will recite these achievements as the “what” of good government. 

I want to go a bit behind that during the opportunity that I have in the broader debate on the Premier’s Statement 
to look at what might characterise the “how” of effective government. What are the essential pillars that governments 
need to do a good job, operate effectively and deliver effectively for the communities they serve? Since the Premier 
delivered his speech on Tuesday afternoon, I have been thinking about the key attributes of good governments and 
the things they need to demonstrate to fulfil their promises to the community. I have tossed and turned, considered 
and contemplated, written things down and crossed them out, but for the time being I have distilled it down to 
three key attributes that are unequivocally and unmistakably attributes of the McGowan government since its election 
in 2017. The first is stability. A good government needs stability. It needs a steady hand on the wheel, a competent 
and effective cabinet, and ministers who know their brief and can speak with authority, persuasion and intelligence 
about their portfolios. So, the first thing a government needs is stability. 

The second thing a government needs is credibility. It needs to go out and say to the community, “This is what we 
are going to do and this is why we are going to do it”, and then to go ahead and do it. It needs to establish reciprocity 
with its community, whether it is Mount Lawley or the state of Western Australia, so that it can say, “This is what 
we propose to do”, and do it. When I was phoning constituents during the COVID pandemic and interacting with 
people on social media, people kept saying to me that although they might not agree with the decisions the Premier 
was making that affected small businesses, the tourism industry and those sorts of things, one great source of 
comfort for them was that when the Premier said he was going to do something, he did it. An incredible reliance 
could be placed on his public statements. The only time I can recall things changing was when the original proposal, 
announced before Christmas 2021, to open the state borders after Australia Day the following year was pushed 
back a month. Even then, the Premier had said it was the government’s intention to do that. He could not guarantee 
that that was when the borders would be open, because a constellation of circumstances were going to affect the 
safe way to do that. Thank goodness we postponed the opening of the borders. We increased the vaccination rate and 
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then the borders opened at a later time. That is the only occasion that I can think of when the Premier announced his 
intention and then had to vary it slightly. I think this engendered a great deal of trust and confidence in the government 
on the part of the community. Credibility is the second thing. Credibility is important. When the government asked 
the community to follow mask mandates, get vaccinated or work from home or work remotely, it needed to do it 
from a position of trust and confidence. When the Premier stood up to talk about the COVID response, time after 
time he thanked the people of Western Australia. Although the government has been praised almost universally for 
the way in which it handled the COVID pandemic, there is no way it could have been anywhere near as successful 
if the community had not come with it. My hypothesis is that the reason the community came with us is that the 
government was credible; we said what we were going to do and then did it. 
The first two attributes are stability and credibility. I think the third and final characteristic of how to do government 
well is flexibility. I think a government needs to be intellectually agile. When circumstances change, it needs to 
respond accordingly. It needs to be able to drop the nice-to-dos—the things that a government would love to do—
down the list of priorities as more immediate priorities come to the fore and its attention is grabbed by them. 
One example of that was the paying down of the enormous debt that was left to the Labor government by the previous 
Liberal–National government. We would love to have paid down more of the debt that was left to us, but we needed 
to put billions of dollars into our COVID-19 response. We would not have had as effective a response to COVID and 
protected and kept safe the community of Western Australia if we had focused only on paying down the debt. The 
money was available because of sound financial management, and that money needed to be spent on responding to 
COVID. It is exactly the same argument when we look at the skills shortage that we are experiencing. The supply 
chain, skills and training and apprenticeship choke points meant that there was a lack of qualified staff coming 
through. When the government saw these issues on the horizon, it needed to think about how it was going to get more 
people into jobs and apprenticeships. What did it do? It cut or froze TAFE fees and made TAFE more accessible, and 
all of a sudden a pipeline of workers opened up. Governments need to respond to the challenges that they are faced 
with, and they can do that if they have demonstrated a capacity for the first two limbs. If a government has demonstrated 
a capacity to conduct itself in a way that is stable and credible, it will have the faith of the community to be flexible 
because it will have already earned its trust. If a government is stable and credible, it will have the freedom to be flexible. 
These three attributes all work in concert. I do not think one alone will be sufficient; all are necessary. If a government 
can demonstrate those three things, it will be well placed to deliver good and effective government. 
The trouble with the opposition is that it does not have any of those attributes. The Premier spoke in his statement 
about the state’s AAA credit rating through Moody’s and Standard and Poor’s that the Labor government has 
recovered since it was elected in 2017. The first point is that we will hopefully fight the next election campaign 
on sound financial management, and we will do that because of stability. Since 2017, we have had two Treasurers. 
Hon Ben Wyatt served for four years as Treasurer until 2021, and Premier Mark McGowan has served as Treasurer 
since. We have had three Ministers for Finance: Hon Ben Wyatt, who was both Treasurer and Minister for Finance; 
Hon Tony Buti, the member for Armadale, until the minor cabinet reshuffle before Christmas; and now Hon Sue Ellery. 
That is three Ministers for Finance over the entire course of this government, which is now into its sixth year. That 
stands in stark contrast to the previous government. I will list for members the Treasurers of the previous government. 
They were Buswell, Barnett, Porter, Barnett 2.0, Buswell 2.0, Barnett 3.0, Nahan—seven successive Treasurers 
over the course of eight and a half years. Is it any wonder that Moody’s, Standard and Poor’s and other sensible 
commentators said that the former government did not know how to do financial management and could not 
balance the books? The Liberal–National government had a succession of Treasurers; it was chopping and changing. 
There were half a dozen Ministers for Finance over the course of the previous government—O’Brien, Nahan, Nalder, 
Marmion and L’Estrange. I have spoken previously about 2014, as it was incredible. The three finance ministers 
who featured in 2014 all increased land tax. This is the party that is supposed to be opposed to taxation! The previous 
government’s three finance ministers in 2014—Hon Mike Nahan, Hon Dean Nalder and Hon Bill Marmion—were 
all responsible for land tax increases. When it comes to evidencing stability of financial management, the former 
Liberal–National government did not have a leg to stand on. Members opposite cannot demonstrate stability. I have 
never seen anything like the recent rotation that took place on the opposition bench—every single person moved 
into a new position. Congratulations to the member for Roe. The member for Roe is now the deputy leader, the former 
deputy leader is now the leader, the former leader is now the shadow Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and the new 
member is now the Whip. In the Liberal Party, we have had the toss of a coin. 
I was walking my dogs around Forrest Park in Mt Lawley last night when I bumped into a constituent of mine. Let 
us call him Nick, because that is his name! I have not spoken to him about whether I would mention him in Hansard, 
so I will not give members any more details than that. 
Mr P.J. Rundle: Nick Catania! 
Mr S.A. MILLMAN: Nick Catania has moved, so he is not a constituent of mine. He used to be my constituent 
and I am always happy to speak to him. He is a testament to that name. 
I said to Nick that Parliament is back this week and asked him what he thought. Nick is a businessman who lives 
in a very nice house in the avenues. I think it would be okay to say that Nick is not a traditional Labor voter. I do 
not know whether he voted for us before 2017. It is a secret ballot, but I am confident that he voted for us in 2021. 
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He is not a traditional Labor voter, but he said that the Liberal Party does not do any succession planning or articulate 
what it is going to do and then goes ahead and does it. He said that it just chops and changes and does not have any 
credibility. I thought Nick was absolutely right, and that got me thinking about credibility. I wonder whether Nick 
was seduced to vote for my predecessor in Mount Lawley on the basis of some of the promises that were made in 
2013, like Metro Area Express light rail and investing in Royal Perth Hospital—promises that were not delivered. 
The opposition comes up short on stability and credibility. 
On the matter of flexibility, I was not entirely sure how I could rebut the opposition’s position, because when we 
look at its stated position on particular policy matters, we can see that the opposition is more flexible than gymnasts. 
It is doing backflips and cartwheels and turns and everything. It was incredible to listen to the audacity of the member 
for Cottesloe when he talked about coal after standing there with a previous Leader of the Opposition, the honourable 
Zak Kirkup, to say that the Liberal Party would close down all coal-fired power stations in two years, which would 
have had disastrous consequences. That literally threw the Liberal Party’s candidate for Collie–Preston under the 
bus and it would have had disastrous consequences for energy security in Western Australia. That was before the 
2021 election, and now the opposition has reversed its position almost entirely. It is a complete backflip. 
I am astounded to hear the phrases “working families” and “working poor” that I am surely going to hear ad nauseam 
because it has been tested by the opposition in its focus groups and all the rest of it. This government has credibility 
because people know what the Labor Party stands for. We stand for equal opportunity and investment in health and 
education, and we stand in support of organised labour. When we give our contributions to the Premier’s Statement, 
we talk about how and why these things are important to us. Our communities know these are the things that 
featured in our inaugural speeches and are the things that are important to us and motivated us to be members of 
the Labor Party and to stand for Parliament. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr S.A. MILLMAN: I have not done this exercise, but I would be astounded—I am happy to take a bet—if the 
phrase “working poor” featured in the inaugural speeches of the members for Roe, Moore, Central Wheatbelt and 
North West Central, and particularly the member for Cottesloe, or even the member for Vasse. What do they stand 
for? They did not stand for it when they were first elected to Parliament and they have not talked about it before, 
but all of a sudden, because of the polling or focus groups or whatever exercise the opposition has undertaken, the 
opposition has latched onto it. I think we will hear more of it, but the opposition lacks credibility with the community 
when the community does not know what the opposition stands for because the opposition does not know what it 
stands for and chops and changes what it is trying to articulate. 
I said at the start that I was impressed with the contribution of the member for Central Wheatbelt, and I am, but 
the member drew the wrong conclusion, particularly on GPs. I have articulated one of the challenges that the 
Minister for Health articulated much more clearly and cohesively than I have. We face a number of challenges in the 
Western Australian health system. That is without doubt. They are as a result of a one-in-100-year global pandemic 
that has put incredible pressure on health systems around the world. Every health system around the world is facing 
incredible and unprecedented pressure, and we are no exception to that. Every health system is looking to hire 
workers. The red-tops in the UK, the Daily Mail and all the rest of it, are going ballistic about our campaign to hire 
police and nurses from the UK. They talk about the audacity of the Western Australian government trying to recruit 
people to live in one of the most beautiful places on earth! We are facing the challenges that every other jurisdiction 
is facing when it comes to the pressures on our health system. That is fine. That is an unarguable proposition. But 
those pressures are not the consequence of any inaction or underinvestment on the part of this government. 
One of the reasons that I think we saw massive double-digit swings of 10 per cent to the Labor Party in the recent 
federal election that cost Ben Morton his safe seat of Tangney and, although Christian Porter had already retired, 
his seat of Pearce, was the years and years of neglect of health care by the federal Liberal and National Parties. 
They had not invested precisely the money that the member for Central Wheatbelt should be asking for to support 
GPs, bulk-billing and primary care. The member is right when she says that if people do not have access to GPs, 
they will take up spots in our emergency departments. There is no doubt about that, but the blame for that does not 
lie with the state government and all the work it is doing investing in health, but with the former Liberal–National 
coalition government that spent years and years underinvesting in primary health care. This government is now 
working constructively with the federal Minister for Health and Aged Care to look at ways we can promote access 
to primary health care and encourage more students to get into university to study medicine and encourage more 
medical students to decide that they want a career in general practice and more graduates to decide that a career 
working in the country is what they want to do so that those communities can get the services to which they are 
entitled. We agree with the member for Central Wheatbelt that those communities should have access to those 
services, but we disagree that it is the fault of this state government. This state government is working tirelessly to address 
primary healthcare issues across the state, but that is not all, because the same can be said of the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme. Again, for years and years, the NDIS was undermined by the previous coalition government. 
Bill Shorten is the responsible minister and original architect of the NDIS. He shows a real and passionate commitment 
to restoring that service to the level that the people of Australia should expect, and strength to his arm. If we can 
provide those necessary services through the NDIS, again, that will take pressure off our tertiary health system. 
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I have mentioned aged care before. We have many excellent aged-care providers in Western Australia, but we 
have to make sure that we get people who are taking up time in hospital that is clinically not appropriate for them 
to transition into aged care. The previous federal government was the subject of a royal commission into aged care 
and the title of the interim report was Neglect because the previous federal government did nothing to address the 
crisis in aged care. Once again, the McGowan Labor government is working with the Albanese federal government 
to facilitate access to aged care and transition people out of tertiary hospitals into aged-care positions to free up 
those beds for the people who need them because, clinically, it is actually better for their health, and to take the 
pressure off our tertiary health system. 
Mr P.J. Rundle: I look forward to seeing it because just about every regional aged-care set-up can’t make the 
numbers add up, so I look forward to seeing the results. 
Mr S.A. MILLMAN: The member raised an interesting point. Has he heard of the Monash model? Does he know 
about the funding regime and the funding tiers? 
Mr P.J. Rundle: Yes. 
Mr S.A. MILLMAN: The advocacy that can be made on behalf of people in Western Australia is to say there 
are unique geographical circumstances that pertain to Western Australia that mean that Kalgoorlie is not equivalent 
to Wollongong. These are the types of sophisticated and intelligent arguments that a sensible government with 
credibility, stability and flexibility can make. This government gets a hearing from the federal government, which 
is something we did not get from the previous Scott Morrison government. We know what the issues are and we 
act in the interests of the entirety of Western Australia. We are not interested in a secular division between the 
country and cities. 
Mr P.J. Rundle interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, members. Under standing order 61, this business is adjourned until a later 
stage of today’s sitting. The member said “live sheep export” and that threw me! 
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 414.]  

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

KIMBERLEY FLOODS — AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE 
35. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 
I refer to the withdrawal of Australian Defence Force support for the Kimberley, which will leave only two personnel 
in Broome despite there being no barges in place, no time line for restoration of the Fitzroy River bridge, sewage 
still flowing into the river and 300 people still displaced and yet to be provided suitable temporary accommodation. 
(1) Has the Premier asked the Prime Minister to reconsider his pulling of this support from the community? 
(2) If not, how will the Premier mitigate the impact this will have on the ongoing recovery, including 

guaranteeing the ongoing supply of fresh goods and essentials? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(2) The Australian Defence Force has been involved in the recovery from ex–tropical cyclone Ellie since the 

event occurred. The defence forces were there in force within a very short time after the cyclone hit and 
the floods occurred. I visited and met with the senior officers and, indeed, a range of the soldiers and 
other personnel who were there, and I thought they were doing a terrific job in difficult circumstances. 
I cannot recall exactly when, but a couple of weeks after the event, there was some discussion about Defence 
pulling out. I contacted the Minister for Defence at that time to ask that they stay longer, and they have 
stayed for a considerable period. From memory—I do not have the exact numbers—I understand there 
were around 200 Defence personnel or thereabouts involved in dealing with the issues. They have been 
there, involved, flying rescue missions and providing logistic support and the like for a long period. At some 
point they are going to withdraw their activity, because that is just the nature of these things. That is what 
always happens in relation to these events. 
The state government is providing a lot of financial support for local communities and individuals. We 
are working through the housing options that we can provide. We are currently funding motel rooms to 
support people who have been displaced. We have work crews up there doing work on roads in very 
difficult, hot and wet circumstances. We are currently working out the arrangements to replace the bridge 
at Fitzroy Crossing and a multitude of other things to deal with the disaster. 
It was an unprecedented flood, unseen before in Western Australia; I think we are very fortunate, as far 
as I am aware at this time, that no-one has passed away as a consequence. In that context, I thank the 
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Defence Force and the commonwealth contribution to the disaster recovery, and I especially acknowledge 
those members of the Australian Defence Force who left their families during the Christmas period and 
performed a great role on behalf of the people of the Kimberley. 

KIMBERLEY FLOODS — AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE 
36. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. I thank the Premier. The resources are being withdrawn at a time when there is 
still no access for people to Fitzroy Crossing by road. Will the Premier act to ensure that the Minister for Transport 
expedites access to that community from Derby? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, please, members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I do not think it is a good idea to try to politicise disasters and people who are doing a good job under difficult 
circumstances, which is what is occurring up there. Obviously, we are trying to get the bridge and the connection 
back to Fitzroy Crossing as quickly as we can. I have been to see it; the major bridge that has fallen into the river 
seriously reminds me of something from the Second World War—some of the photos we have seen of European 
bridges at that time. Repairing that will take some time. We will have more to say about that soon, but the process 
is ongoing and being expedited as quickly as we can. As the minister outlined yesterday, the road between Broome, 
Willare and Derby has, due to huge amounts of effort, been opened for convoys of trucks and goods to get through. 
The airlift was extensive. When I went to the airport at Fitzroy Crossing, aircraft were arriving with boxes of food 
and trucks were lined up to get the food and water into town. It is a massive logistics exercise by a lot of people, 
and the cost will be very extensive between the state and commonwealth governments, but we are up for it. If I were 
a soldier, airman or sailor who has been there for months, in effect, away from home, working in those communities, 
I would not understand why the Leader of the Opposition would be criticising me. 

McGOWAN GOVERNMENT — FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
37. Ms C.M. COLLINS to the Premier: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s responsible financial management, particularly amid global economic 
uncertainty. 
(1) Can the Premier advise the house how this government’s strong management of the state’s finances has 

positioned the state to appropriately respond to challenges that may arise? 
(2) Can the Premier outline to the house how this government’s sensible budget management compares with 

that of the previous Liberal–National government? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Hillarys for the question. 
(1)–(2) When we came to office in 2017, we came with a commitment to managing the state’s finances properly, 

because the state had been through eight and a half years of disastrous financial management—the worst 
financial management in the history of Western Australia. Debt had climbed from around $4 billion 
across the forward estimates to $44 billion, so do the maths on that. We were in our first recession in living 
memory in Western Australia when we came to office, so when we came to office, we worked hard to 
manage the state’s finances and did some difficult things in order to achieve that outcome. That has meant 
that we are the best placed of any government in Australia to deal with the situation that now confronts us. 
There is high inflation around the world and high interest rates around the world—a hangover of COVID 
and the situation in Ukraine and Russia and its effect on global supply chains and the cost of certain goods 
globally. That has been a difficult thing for governments around the world to manage. It means that in 
that high interest rate environment, governments are like households: they have to pay interest on their 
debt. Governments in other states of Australia, nationally, and in other countries around the world 
obviously have to pay high interest on their debt. The Western Australian government, by reducing debt—
the only government in Australia to do so—has actually reduced the interest burden on the people of 
Western Australia. That means we are better placed to invest in response to disasters or to the needs of 
the community. We are better placed to invest and better placed to deal with what is coming at us. 
The other day we saw the New South Wales Liberal government post an $11.4 billion deficit. Our surplus 
this financial year, at this point in time, is predicted to be $1.9 billion. It is a very different situation here 
than in the other states. I advise the member—advisedly—that when I met with the other Premiers, they 
would much rather be in our position than in their position. 
We get criticism from the Liberals and Nationals WA; they want us to go into deficit and they want debt. 
Everything they say and everything they commit to is that we should be in the position of having wrecked 
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the state’s finances, but we are not going to do that because that would not be responsible. Since we have 
been in office, debt has gone down to $29 billion; it was tracking to $44 billion under the last government. 
We managed COVID with a significant spend to deal with that situation, but despite that, we still have debt 
down to $29 billion. We have recovered our AAA credit rating from Standard and Poor’s, we have recovered 
an upgrade in our credit rating from Moody’s and, at the same time, we have created 200 000 jobs. 
I urge all Western Australians to beware of the Liberals and Nationals and their financial management. 
Their record is there for all to see and it is this government that has got this state back into the strong 
position we are now in. 

PERTH PARKING MANAGEMENT ACT — REFORM 

38. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the Auditor General’s report on the McGowan government’s management of the Perth parking levy, 
which was tabled today. Was the Minister for Transport’s hastily prepared announcement on Tuesday, approving 
changes to the Perth Parking Management Act 1999, simply made to alleviate a confronting report that found the 
government had approved funding that did not comply with the act or, in scope, with the policy?  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for that question, and of course the answer is no. In relation to this issue, I am very happy 
to get the question. I am very happy, because we have an opportunity to go forward and improve the amenity and 
many of the assets in the City of Perth. We know that we need more people living in the city. The more people 
living in the city, the more financially sustainable is the city, the more secure and safe is the community and the 
more businesses are supported. We believe we need a strategy to support more people living in the city. We have 
been trying to advocate for that. That is why, together with the federal government, nearly $1.5 billion between 
Edith Cowan University, the state and the federal government has been injected into the Perth City Deal. That 
includes a number of projects, like the relocation of ECU into the site, transport initiatives across the entire area 
and more university representation. A significant amount is going into that project. I look forward to working with 
the city to keep going. 
We believe that we should enter into a discussion about the Perth parking levy and using it to support the commercial 
sector and the residential sector to make it easier for people to live in the city. We know that only by having 
thousands more people in that city are we going to change the way the city is viewed and how we can get more 
activity every day of the year. 
I went through the four issues yesterday in relation to the current act, including the scope. We want to make sure 
that we can expand the use of those funds. On the boundary issue, I want to make another key point. We do not 
want to expand the boundary to collect more revenue outside the existing boundary; we want to be able to spend 
for interconnecting services and infrastructure. The example is the Perth CAT. We had to change the boundary of 
the Perth parking levy to go down little roads all the way through Nedlands to ensure that we could fund the new 
CAT bus. We do not want to keep changing the boundary to facilitate new services and infrastructure. Everyone 
supports that idea. Of course another key point, as I said, is to continue to support investing more money. I think 
any mayor would support having more money spent in their area to bring more people to live in their area. That is 
what we are trying to do. 
In relation to the particular of the member’s question, we have been working on this issue for months and many 
years because of all the issues raised. As I said, the development industry comes in and believes there should be 
differential rates. It does not believe there should be a standard rate across the entire area. That is something I am 
very keen to discuss. During the COVID pandemic, we were asked to waive the levy. The legislation does not allow 
us to do that, so we had to do it through administration purposes. We welcome the recommendations in the report 
today and we continue to work to reform that levy to bring more benefit to the Perth CBD, the ratepayers and the 
entire community. 

PERTH PARKING MANAGEMENT ACT — REFORM 

39. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Transport: 
I have a supplementary question. With the government’s claim that we are the best performing economic state in 
the nation, why does it need to tax City of Perth businesses and motorists to fund infrastructure such as a public 
pool that should be funded from the billions of surplus? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I am waiting for people to be quiet, then I would like to give the Leader of the Liberal Party some 
advice. I have said quite a number of times now that a supplementary question should be a short, sharp question. 
That fact that you preface it with a statement is what provokes all the interjections, because you make that statement 
and then you get to your why. In future, cut off those first few words and just ask the question why. If you choose 
not to conform with the format for the question, I will be directing the minister not to answer your supplementaries. 
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Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I am very keen to answer this one! This has proved why the former Liberal–National government nearly bankrupted 
the state. Let us go through these key points. Firstly, the former Liberal–National government increased the Perth 
parking levy by over 70 per cent. We have increased it by 6.7 per cent over six years. That is number one. Secondly, 
who funds the pool in Vasse? Are state taxpayers funding the pool in Vasse? No, the ratepayers of that community 
are. Is the member really saying that she wants her ratepayers to subsidise a pool in the CBD? Is that what she is 
saying? Do the Nationals WA really believe that is fair to the taxpayers in Geraldton and Northam, who fund their 
own pools and who seem to do okay? I have seen the Northam pool, it is a beautiful pool; it has beautiful slides and 
good heating. It is actually a very good pool. Anyway, those people are funding their own assets. The Leader of 
the Liberal Party is telling me that she wants her residents, her ratepayers, to fund a pool in the CBD. That is what 
she is saying. 
We are strong economic managers; that is what we are. We continue to make decisions that protect taxpayers and 
make sure that we can deliver services. I think it is fundamentally important that the City of Perth has new amenity 
to attract people to live in it. It is not rocket science. The more people we get in the City of Perth, the more activity 
there will be every day of the year and the safer the streets will be. There will be an improved residential rate base. 
Nearly one-third of the revenue of the City of Perth is car park revenue. That is not sustainable. We need more 
people to live in that city. 
The problem is that over many, many years we have not done enough to get people to live in the City of Perth. We 
have not. I am offering a concerted effort, whether it is a new primary school, community facilities or improved 
transport in and out. We need to continue to work on that. The member is saying that the City of Perth should not 
fund its own services. The member is saying that is okay for the ratepayers of Northam to fund its pool, but she believes 
the ratepayers of Northam should be funding the CBD pool. That is not right. Let us face it: we need to do better to 
deliver services in the city to get more people living in it. I am talking about families, young people and older people. 
These are the tough challenges. I know the intellectual depth is not there for the member to understand that. To 
quote Paul Keating, “all tip and no iceberg”, member for Vasse! Do not come in here, dial a quote, not actually 
absorb the challenge in front of us and dial a quote again and again. Whatever the issue is, they ring her up and say, 
“Can you come out and give a quote?” She says, “I will; that’s fine.” She never actually understands the challenges. 
I am very prepared and passionate about this, because I want my kids to have a City of Perth that they can go into 
and there is activity and vibrancy, not just for two months of the year, but every day of the year. We need more 
people living in that city and we will do what we can to support new community facilities for the ratepayers, encourage 
more housing and have new services like pools, because we all have an obligation not to pass the buck, but 
work together to make the City of Perth a place where all our children can feel safe and want to be in for generations 
to come. 

HEALTH — WORKFORCE 

40. Mr M. HUGHES to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s record investment in Western Australia’s public health system. 
(1) Can the minister advise the house on the measures taken by the McGowan government to grow and 

strengthen Western Australia’s public health workforce and the impacts they have in our hospitals? 
(2) Can the minister advise the house how this government’s efforts to grow our public health workforce 

compare with that of the former Liberal–National government? 

Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
I thank the member for Kalamunda for his question. 
(1)–(2) Most of us in this chamber understand that the workforce is the most important asset in the Western Australian 

health system. It is no secret that every health system around the world is challenged when it comes to 
workforce and every public health system is expanding and increasing its workforce significantly. This 
government has grown the health workforce with a 20 per cent increase in FTE since coming to government.  
Since 2017, we have seen more than 3 300 new nurses, more than 1 200 new doctors and more than 
1 400 new allied health workers added to our public health system. In WA, we are actively recruiting skilled 
and experienced health staff to strengthen our workforce. The Belong campaign, launched in October 2021, 
articulates the benefits and opportunities of working throughout WA Health across our state. In addition, 
WA Health will assist with the sponsorship for temporary and permanent visas for experienced nurses 
and midwives applying for positions. 
Contrary to the claim made by the member for Cottesloe during the Premier’s Statement debate earlier 
that we kept health workers and 100 doctors out of this state during the pandemic, the Chief Health Officer 
approved 700 travel exemptions for clinical staff alone. But we need to grow our own staff, and that is 
why we will commence in 2023 a range of new initiatives to support and upskill the current workforce. 
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The first one is called Free in ’23, which will help build WA’s nursing workforce, with the diploma of 
nursing qualification now 100 per cent fee free in Western Australia. WA Health has also partnered with 
aged care, which we know is experiencing critical workforce shortages. In recognition of our partnership 
and how important it is to the entire health sector, our GradConnect recruitment system, which normally 
recruits graduates to the public health system and some private hospital operators, will provide GradConnect 
into aged-care facilities to help support that important sector. This will be funded by WA Health. Eligible 
WA nurses and midwives will be able to participate in a range of pathways to refresh their clinical 
knowledge and importantly upskill. 
There are also a number of system-wide initiatives to support the health and wellbeing of our staff, including 
the Stop the Violence campaign, the code black emergency response system and free access to our 
employee assistance programs. Addressing a key claim item in the Australian Nursing Federation agreement 
negotiations, work has commenced on introducing nurse-to-patient ratios. We will also target financial 
assistance to support nurses and midwives for scholarships, ongoing education and upskilling, and we 
have recently authorised the fast-tracking of a one-off $3 000 cost-of-living payment and a wage increase 
of three to 4.5 per cent backdated to October last year on top of the five per cent superannuation increase. 
Supporting, upskilling and strengthening our nursing workforce is one of our most important challenges 
in the health system. Contrast this with the former government. Under the Colin Barnett Liberal–National 
coalition, Health FTE declined by 916 between 2014 and 2017. Over their eight years in office, it increased 
by just 1.4 per cent per year. 

GAS SUPPLY — ESPERANCE 
41. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Energy: 
I refer to the impending 31 March deadline for Esperance households to transition off the redundant reticulated 
gas network in Esperance. Given 35 per cent of households and 85 per cent of businesses are yet to transition 
off the previous gas network in Esperance, will the government extend the gas contract until all households and 
businesses are fully connected? 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
Thanks for the question, member. I invited you to have a discussion yesterday, because I wanted to give you 
a detailed briefing, but you did not come back and talk to me, so, unfortunately, you were not able to get the briefing 
I offered to you yesterday. But I am sure we can arrange one for you. 
Mr P.J. Rundle: It was late this morning, minister. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I just want to make it clear that I am not criticising you for not taking the briefing; I am 
just making sure that everybody is aware that I had offered you a briefing on this issue. 
I remind people about what happened here. The government of Western Australia has never provided natural gas 
to any residential customer anywhere in Western Australia since the sale of Alinta by the National Party back in 
the 1990s. When it was privatised, we stopped supplying natural gas. There has been no natural gas supplied to any 
customer in Esperance by the government of Western Australia. However, a private company that was doing that 
work decided to shut that down and gave us no proper notice. We negotiated with that company, and gave it a very 
large amount of money to keep the gas network going until 31 March. At the same time, we allocated resources to 
Horizon Power to work with those customers to transition away from gas to electricity. A small number of customers 
chose not to electrify their house, and they have gone on to other arrangements, because that is their choice. A small 
number of residential customers have specific requests for a type of equipment that is not yet available who 
understand that from 31 March they will have to make their own arrangements until that equipment is available. 
For example, they will cook on a barbecue until the specific electric equipment that they have asked for is available. 
That is a supply chain issue beyond the control of Horizon. It is only because those particular customers have 
specific requests that Horizon is accommodating them. 
All residential customers have been accommodated. Of course, some work is still being completed, but it is 
February. I want to congratulate the local Esperance contractors who have been doing the work of uninstalling the 
gas and installing the electric equipment, and the local Esperance suppliers that have been selling the new equipment 
to Horizon Power. We made sure that Horizon used local contractors and local equipment suppliers. I understand 
that a couple of suppliers and installers have had to come from elsewhere for specific very specialised equipment 
that some individual residents have chosen. 
With respect to business customers, all business customers except for two have arrangements in place. Two specific 
businesses do not—Horizon Power has made a number of approaches over the last 12 months to those two businesses. 
Indeed, the chief executive officer of Horizon Power has personally reached out to those two businesses to assist 
them to make a decision on what they will do. 
So far as I am advised, and why I was so keen to give the member a detailed briefing on this issue, we are very pleased 
with the way this has gone. I know a particular journalist with the ABC down there has been promoting stories about 
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trouble, but actually Horizon Power has done an exemplary job in keeping in touch with the individual consumers 
who have been impacted by this and a great job keeping in touch with the installers—the local Esperance-based 
contractors—and the local government. Unless the member can tell me about a specific issue that I am not advised 
of, I am not quite sure whether he was asking me a Dorothy Dixer or driving at some negative outcome. 

GAS SUPPLY — ESPERANCE 
42. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Energy: 
I have a supplementary question. Thanks for the comprehensive explanation, minister. I just worry about — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! If there is advice to be given to the member on his feet, I will give it. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: As I said, 85 per cent of businesses are not connected yet. I appreciate the minister’s explanation, 
but I also worry about some people on lower incomes and in state housing. That is where my concerns are. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Maybe leave it to the member for Landsdale! 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
With respect to the Department of Communities, the department’s houses are all completed. If the member had 
taken the opportunity to have a briefing, he would have known that before he asked the question. 

METRONET PROJECTS 
43. Ms J.J. SHAW to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s unprecedented investment in job-creating public transport infrastructure 
through Metronet. 
(1) Can the minister please update the house on the progress of new train stations being built as part of 

Metronet and how they are supporting local jobs and businesses? 
(2) Can the minister advise the house whether she is aware of any alternative approaches to our transport future? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for Swan Hills for the question. 
(1)–(2) It has been a big summer for Metronet. If the member for Swan Hills were to look at the Ellenbrook train 

station, she would see that the structure is there and the platform is being built. People can already step onto 
the platform at Ellenbrook. It is an incredible achievement to have the new Ellenbrook train station well 
underway. The structure is there and the platform is being built. It is an incredible sight, and I am sure that 
everyone who goes past there understands it is this government that is delivering such a major initiative. 
At Whiteman Park piers have been installed for the elevated station. The connection will go right through 
into the suburb of Brabham and support the new housing developments that are being built as a joint 
venture between DevelopmentWA and Peet. The developments will mean affordable housing within 
a few hundred metres of the brand new Whiteman Park train station. Member for Morley, the piling has 
commenced, and the platform is being built for the new Noranda train station. At Yanchep, we have seen 
that progress is well underway, and the member for Butler is very excited by it. The work on the stations 
at Yanchep and Alkimos is very much underway. 

Mr P. Papalia: He has so many stations he loses track. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: He loses track of how many stations he has, but we were commenting on how big and magnificent 
the Alkimos train station is looking. A lot of work is happening in Bayswater — 
Mr R.S. Love: For a very long time. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, please! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: How would the member for Moore know? When he looks out his window? Obviously, when 
he looks out the window, he sees it. 
I want to talk about Bayswater; thanks for the interjection. When the former government committed funds to the 
Forrestfield–Airport Link, do members know what it committed to Bayswater station? It committed just $4 million 
for a new ramp. It was going to leave Bayswater as a station lost in the 1960s, like the opposition’s policies. That 
is what it was doing. We came in and we have upgraded the station. It will be magnificent but, of course, there is 
disruption. Yes, it will be announced that there will be a closure of the rail line. Again, we apologise for the disruption 
because of those closures, but we really need to have that closure to—amongst other things—build two kilometres 
of track connecting to the new piers and to demolish the old Bayswater Bridge, which will be a big, big day. It will 
be a big day when we demolish the Bayswater Bridge. 
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We also announced that during the week we submitted the development approval application for the beautiful new 
Midland station. We have also released some of the sketches for the public open space underneath the new elevated 
rail through Victoria Park, and we will see a lot of activity and a lot of beautiful community amenity. 
Of course, we know the other side does not support it. As of yesterday, the opposition was calling Metronet a vanity 
project. How can the member for Moore, the Leader of the Opposition, appeal to densely populated areas when he 
keeps knocking projects like Metronet? Surely, when he looks out the window in the morning, he thinks, “Wow! This 
is great infrastructure for the state!” Surely, he thinks that. Of course, we know the Liberal Party — 
Mr R.S. Love: You think you’re going to deliver the Armadale line on time. You have not delivered anything on time. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: At least we are delivering something. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, please! Members! Leader of the Opposition, this is not your question. I am going to ask 
the minister if she could draw her answer to a close, please. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I was at a Business News presentation on Friday, and someone asked me about MAX light rail. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I said that, unlike the other side, we deliver on our commitments. We are delivering all our rail 
lines. I know that the other side does not support Metronet. Of course, it was the member for Vasse who put forward 
the flying cars concept in opposition, and she wanted to take it to the election. As we look at our Perth parking — 
Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 
The SPEAKER: Points of order are to be heard in silence. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: I ask you to consider the relevance of the minister’s response and also the length of time she is 
taking to get to the point. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: You interjected! 
The SPEAKER: Minister, I will ask you one last time to wrap up your answer, please. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Okay. I will wrap it up. I am reading from an article dated 12 March 2021. Josh Zimmerman 
wrote the article, and I hope the member for Vasse is not saying he is a liar. This is referring to the member for Vasse — 

She also allegedly told party members the State Government needed to commission the feasibility study 
“for where and how to construct heliports for flying cars” 

The good thing is that, as we review the Perth parking levy, the member for Vasse can put forward helipads for 
flying cars, and we will take that into consideration as we reform our legislation. 

McGOWAN GOVERNMENT — AUDIT FINDINGS 
44. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Treasurer: 
The report Financial audit results: State government 2021–22, published in late December last year, revealed that 
since the Premier has taken on the role of Treasurer, the number of qualifications on audit findings has increased 
by over 300 per cent, and the number of qualified government entities has more than doubled. Further, the report also 
revealed that government agencies have miscalculated financial estimates by over $300 million. 
(1) Almost six years after the government’s machinery-of-government changes, why are so many government 

entities apparently incapable of complying with basic audit requirements and time lines? 
(2) Given the massive miscalculation in financial estimates, does the Treasurer have any confidence that these 

entities have the capacity to identify any financial impropriety that might be occurring? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(2) I will answer all those points. First of all, the machinery-of-government changes, which I think were made 

in 2017, were designed to ensure that we had a more robust and more sensible arrangement of government. 
We had 41 government agencies, and we reduced that to 25. Victoria has eight. We had 41 for a population 
one-third that of Victoria, and they have eight. The arrangement of government was too cumbersome and 
not sensible. Perhaps we could have gone further, but it was a sensible, rational and realistic thing to do 
in a state with a population the size of Western Australia’s. 
Secondly, the biggest financial impropriety that we found was by Mr Paul Whyte, which was discovered 
by this government and the arrangements this government put in place. Most of his frauds were committed 
during the last government. They were not uncovered by the last government, but the arrangements we 
put in place meant they were uncovered and discovered. He is now spending a considerable amount of 
time in Hakea Prison or Casuarina Prison. 
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The third point about the findings is that we funded the Auditor General better. We are giving the 
Auditor General more resources. We have actually changed the law to give the Auditor General more access 
to government documents than she had before. That is what has occurred. 
As the Auditor General advised me recently, all agencies of government have difficulty recruiting in the 
current environment, particularly chief financial officers and people with those skill sets. We all have 
difficulty recruiting them because the demand is so high because the economy is so strong. That is the issue 
that every government across Australia faces. The member can shake his head and be unaware of the real 
economy—that is clear—but that is the reality of what we face. When we give more resources to the 
Auditor General, of course, the Auditor General will find more things, and that is what has occurred under 
this government. The Auditor General is getting significant funding increases and increased support. That 
is a major transparency initiative, as were the legislative changes we made last year. They were major 
transparency initiatives to improve the accountability of government that were not done before. That is 
what we did. It does not get reported, but that is what we did during our time in office. 

McGOWAN GOVERNMENT — AUDIT FINDINGS 
45. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Treasurer: 
I have a supplementary question. Does the substantial deterioration in government entity audit performance 
demonstrate the failure of the machinery-of-government changes and show why the Premier should hand over the 
role of Treasurer to someone who has the time to do the job properly? 
The SPEAKER: All right, so you have snuck a second question in there. I am again going to advise people that 
I will get harsher on that if people continue to do it. 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Madam Speaker, Richard Court was the Treasurer. Colin Barnett was the Treasurer. Charles Court was the Treasurer. 
Sir David Brand was the Treasurer. Sir Ross McLarty was the Treasurer. They were all the Treasurer. Ray O’Connor 
was the Treasurer; he was the Treasurer. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Sir James Mitchell was the Treasurer. There you go! I am confident that the member for 
Cottesloe will never be the Treasurer. They were all Treasurers. Colin Barnett loved it so much he was Treasurer 
three times. That is the reality. 
During my time as Treasurer and Premier, we have turned around the state’s finances. Seven years ago, we were 
the worst-performing state financially in the commonwealth. We are now the best by far. We are the only state 
that has recovered the AAA credit rating. The Liberal–National government lost it in 2013. We recovered it. That 
government had record revenues during parts of its time in office. We recovered it, even though the former 
government lost it. I have been the Treasurer or Premier during that time. As my ministers will attest to, we are 
careful with money. The previous government was not careful with money. Admittedly, the member was not there, 
but his predecessor and those ministers were not careful with money. They did not care about money. They had 
two budget processes—the Liberal Party process and the National Party process. As Liberal Party ministers of that 
era will attest to, they hated it because government did not work properly. The Liberal–National model does not 
work because there are two governments within the one government. It is dysfunctional, as members can see in 
New South Wales. It is dysfunctional in how it operates. Go and ask any Liberal in New South Wales and they will 
tell members that it does not work. 
Members opposite condemn us. One day members opposite are saying that our surpluses are too big and then they 
are saying that I have failed as Treasurer. Which one is it? We are either too successful with the money or we are 
not successful enough! It is hard. The thing about oppositions, and I was opposition leader for five years, is that 
they have to have some consistency. They cannot say one thing one day and another thing the next and expect the 
people upstairs not to notice. They are going to notice when the opposition is saying everything to all people. 
Eventually, if an opposition is everything to everyone, it is nothing to anyone. That is the position this opposition 
is in. As we pointed out yesterday, opposition members complained about housing the other day and then they were 
opposing every housing development. How can they be taken seriously? How can the Liberals and Nationals be 
taken seriously on anything? 

RENEWABLE HYDROGEN INDUSTRY 
46. Mr P. LILBURNE to the Minister for Hydrogen Industry: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to decarbonising Western Australia. 
(1) Can the minister outline to the house what steps the McGowan Labor government is taking to progress 

the development of the hydrogen industry in Western Australia? 
(2) Can the minister advise the house of the potential opportunities in WA’s hydrogen industry, both locally 

and overseas? 
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Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 
(1)–(2) I was at a breakfast the other day that I think was attended by the member for Swan Hills as well. Of course, 

Minister Johnston was there, too. The US ambassador made an observation at that breakfast and I will 
paraphrase what she said: “I love coming to Western Australia because in Western Australia you can see 
the future.” What I think she was doing was acknowledging the important work that has been done in 
Western Australia to tackle climate change through the decarbonisation of our economy and through the 
energy transition, which is occurring through battery energy and, of course, renewable hydrogen. 
Western Australia has established itself as a global leader in the emerging renewable hydrogen industry, 
with approximately 30 different proposals from Kununurra in the north through to the Pilbara, Gascoyne, 
midwest and Kwinana. We developed the Western Australian renewable hydrogen strategy in 2019. In 
2021, we created the dedicated hydrogen industry portfolio that Hon Alannah MacTiernan did a superb 
job with. To date, the McGowan government has committed over $170 million to develop the renewable 
hydrogen industry. Through this investment, we are proud to have achieved in 2022 the goals outlined in 
the renewable hydrogen industry strategy. 
Our government is providing ongoing support to develop and implement hydrogen hubs and is progressing 
planning around common-user infrastructure to support large-scale renewable hydrogen production, 
storage, transport, export and use. We have allocated land to six hydrogen projects in the Oakajee Strategic 
Industrial Area, as well as made further allocations at the Boodarie and Ashburton North Strategic Industrial 
Areas in the Pilbara. We have made advances in ensuring that we have the right policy settings in place 
to support the large-scale renewable hydrogen generation projects. The Western Australian government 
is providing certainty and clarity to large-scale hydrogen producers with the allocation of land and the 
release of renewable hydrogen policy and guidance documents in December 2022. We have also made 
a $22.5 million commitment to streamline approvals through WA’s green energy initiative. 
The supply chain to support the renewable hydrogen industry is critical. The McGowan government is 
working to attract green energy assembling and manufacturing into WA to strengthen local supply chains, 
including $8 million in funding towards wind turbine manufacturing. 
We recognise the role of government in stimulating demand for renewable hydrogen. Through the renewable 
transport program, we are aiming to accelerate the uptake of hydrogen-fuelled transport and stimulate 
local production of renewable hydrogen. We awarded a $10 million grant that was matched by Woodside 
to set up by 2024 a new hydrogen refuelling station in the Rockingham Industry Zone with associated 
hydrogen heavy vehicles. Looking forward, we are developing a renewable hydrogen target scheme that 
will further help to stimulate domestic hydrogen uptake. Internationally, we are working with the Port of 
Rotterdam and the German federal government on a joint study to accelerate hydrogen production and 
export before the end of the decade. 
Madam Speaker, as you would be aware, the Premier’s recent highly successful visits to Japan and 
South Korea saw the signing of a new memorandum of understanding with the Japan Bank for International 
Cooperation and a new letter of intent with the Republic of Korea’s Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy. 
We are aiming to progress opportunities for collaboration and investment with these countries. 
The future is incredibly exciting because we are meeting the challenges of climate change by continuing 
to drive the programs needed to decarbonise not only our economy, but also the economies of the world 
as Western Australia becomes a renewable energy and renewable hydrogen powerhouse. 

MINING — ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS 

47. Ms M.J. DAVIES to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 
I refer to the Auditor General’s eleventh report that reveals the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and 
Safety has reduced planned inspection programs by 60 per cent or more over the last five years—programs designed 
to ensure that mining operators comply with conditions to minimise the environmental impacts of their activity. Was 
this a deliberate policy decision of the McGowan Labor government or has it once again been asleep at the wheel? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
Firstly, I want to thank the Auditor General for her work because she plays an important part in Western Australia 
on behalf of the people of Western Australia. I appreciate the briefing that she provided to me before she tabled 
the report so that I had a clear picture of what was contained in the report. 
I point out to the member the same thing that I mentioned to the Auditor General: the environmental approvals that 
we provide are different from the environmental approvals provided by the Department of Water and Environmental 
Regulation. All mines end up closing and are rehabilitated to a final landform at the point of closure. That means 
that there can be some things that go wrong in terms of perhaps exceeding the boundary of an approved area, but 
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in the end, there still has to be rehab to the agreed approved final landform. Even if an inspection is not done in 
any year, it is not actually the end of the debate because, at the end of the mine, the mine has to be rehabilitated to 
whatever has been agreed to between the department and the developer. Often, let us say in the case of a bauxite 
or a sand mine, the final landform is as close as possible to the original landform because we are removing only 
a very small amount of the material on that site. But of course let us say, for an open-cut goldmine, the final landform 
is going to be a lake because it will not fill the large void from an open-cut goldmine. Our environmental regulation 
obligations are different from those of the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation when it might be 
protecting the community from a spill by some pollutant. It is a very different environmental obligation. Part of 
the environmental obligation might be about the final form of the tailings storage facility to ensure no acid leach 
from the tailings. That is done at the start of the project, and then it is monitored over time. Again, it is not the same 
risk as the risks managed by other agencies.  

In discussion with the industry, we were asked by industry—because Western Australia is so successful in the 
mining industry, there are more projects than ever before in the history of Western Australia—whether it could 
take resources from its environmental regulation monitoring and apply them to approvals. I thought that was 
a good idea and I agreed to that. I pointed out to the Auditor General that she did not include that in the report. 
I would have thought it would have been valuable for the community to understand that this was not a failing by 
the department, but, rather, a policy decision of government because the environmental risks we are dealing with are 
still being properly managed. They are being properly managed at the approval stage and they are being properly 
managed throughout the process, but, more importantly, they are properly managed at the point of closure of the 
mine. Western Australia has the world’s best mine closure planning process because we require the mine closure 
plan to be included with the mine plan. That means when the mine opens, they have to tell us what they are going 
to do for the mine closure. Every five years when the mine plan is updated, we require an update of the mine closure 
plan. On top of that, we have the mining rehabilitation fund, which is effectively an insurance policy against the 
failure to meet the obligations companies set out for themselves. 

Yes, we did deliberately add resources to the approvals process because we have had the most successful economy 
for mining anywhere in the world. I will give the member more statistics on that: we have the largest number of 
projects, we have the largest number of employees and our share of exploration activities nationally has gone from 
50 per cent when I became minister to now 65 per cent. Not only are we at a record level, but also our share of mining 
in Australia has increased since I became the responsible minister. That is all completely opposite from what the 
member and her friends said in 2017 when they spent three hours saying that the mining industry would collapse 
in Western Australia if I became the minister. 

MINING — ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS 

48. Ms M.J. DAVIES to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 

I have a supplementary question. Under the minister’s watch, the departments he is in charge of have reduced their 
regulatory presence to protect our environment, failed women on mine sites, failed juveniles in the justice system 
and failed to keep the lights on. What is it that the minister does to earn his ministerial salary? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, please! Those final few words were the member’s question; the rest was a preamble. 
I could direct the minister not to answer, but I think as a special punishment, I am going to direct him to give 
a lengthy answer! 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 

When the member for Central Wheatbelt was the Minister for Water, how many thousand people got disconnected, 
member for Bassendean? 

Mr D.J. Kelly: A lot—2 600 a year. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: There were 2 600 people losing their water. The former minister was part of a cabinet that 
destroyed the state’s finances. When this person was in cabinet, every metric for Western Australia went backwards. 
We were in recession! When this minister was in charge of the finances of this state, Western Australia had growing 
unemployment. This is the thing; this is the hypocrisy of the opposition. Let me go through it. What did the member 
ask about mining? If she had listened to the answer I gave, I explained why there is no risk to the environment 
from the procedures we agreed to. 

Ms R. Saffioti: It is a detailed answer! 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I do not want to have any misunderstanding. The Department of Mines, Industry Regulation 
and Safety is an environmental regulator. People think it is there to promote activity in the mining industry. It is 
not. It is an environmental regulator. I explained in detail why it is possible to temporarily move resources from 
one part of the agency to another. Let me make it clear: the approvals are still environmental regulation. We moved 
it from the monitoring of environmental regulation to the implementation of environmental regulation. We did not 
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leave environmental regulation; we just emphasised a different part of the environmental procedures. The basis of 
the allegation regarding that part of DMIRS shows that the member for Central Wheatbelt is not capable of being 
a shadow minister. At the last election, the Association of Mining and Exploration Companies had a forum, and 
four people turned up. I turned up as the minister. The now Leader of the Opposition turned up as the Nationals WA 
spokesperson for mines and petroleum. The then shadow minister, my good friend Bill Marmion, turned up, and 
I am sorry that I do not remember who it was from the Greens who turned up. I made the point that I was the only 
person there who wanted to be the minister. I want to know: Do National Party members think they are going to 
form government at the next election? Is that how arrogant they are? The Leader of the Opposition said yesterday 
that he does not have to do any work to become Premier. 
Mr R.S. Love: I didn’t say anything of the sort! 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: He did. He said that oppositions do not win; governments lose. That is his plan. His plan 
is to do no work and he so arrogantly thinks he is going to become Premier. He arrogantly thinks he is going to 
become Premier. This is just ridiculous. 
The member for Central Wheatbelt asked about sexual harassment in the mining industry. For the first time ever, 
under my leadership of the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety, we have elevated the question 
of sexual harassment. The inquiry showed that the entire time members opposite were in government—the member 
for Central Wheatbelt was a minister at the table—nothing happened. What we now know is that businesses have 
been using hush money to protect the perpetrators of sexual harassment. I gave a press conference in December 2021 
drawing the attention of the community to the fact that mining companies had used hush money to protect 
perpetrators. Now that is an agreed fact—a year and a half after I pointed it out. 
The member asked about keeping the lights on. As I explained yesterday, people are literally coming from all 
around the world to see how to achieve and how to manage the lowest cost electricity in the western world for 
household consumers here in Western Australia! It is the lowest cost. I will also make the point, Madam Speaker, 
that we insist on charging the same price to all consumers, including all those in the National Party, which is a policy 
that was going to be junked by the Liberal Party, its coalition partners, at the last election. The Liberal Party 
specifically said it was going to junk that policy. We are keeping it. We are protecting National Party members. 
Understand this: if the Liberal Party had got its way, prices for people in regional Western Australia could have 
gone up by 1 000 per cent. There are individual towns in Horizon’s footprint where consumers pay one-tenth the 
cost of supplying that electricity. The Liberals said they wanted to make it cost reflective. 
What was the other one? It was about youth justice. Let me make it clear. I remind members, and I have quoted 
this report before—it was tabled in this chamber in 2012 when the member for Central Wheatbelt was sitting at 
the cabinet table — 
Ms M.J. Davies: No. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Well, when her team was sitting at the cabinet table, an Office of the Inspector of Custodial 
Services report was tabled in this chamber described how lockdowns were being used for punishment at Banksia Hill 
Detention Centre. That does not happen and has not happened at any time during my term — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: No, members do not understand. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Yes, there are lockdowns occurring — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Lockdowns are used when it is lawful to do so. Go and read the Office of the Inspector of 
Custodial Services’ 2012 report in which he described how they were being used as punishment and a methodology 
of discipline. I do not accept that, and it does not happen now. This is the thing: in 2013, the former government 
moved 85 youth detainees to Hakea Prison, yet I am criticised because 17 youth detainees have been placed in 
a separate unit at Casuarina Prison, with no contact with adult prisoners. The hypocrisy that drips off the Liberal Party 
and the Nationals WA is disgraceful! 
The SPEAKER: Before I give the member for Geraldton the call, all questions are at the discretion of the 
Speaker. Supplementary questions in particular are at the discretion of the Speaker. They were introduced into the 
Legislative Assembly a bit over 20 years ago now. The concept was that the person who asked the original question 
could ask a short, sharp second question—just a question—not on a new topic, but pertaining to the original question. 
In response to that, they should get a relatively short answer back, not an answer the same length as the original 
answer. The opening question in Parliament is often about three or four parts long. There are three or four questions 
that can raise a number of issues and therefore we get a lengthier answer. The supplementary question, for it to work 
well, needs to be a simple, direct question pertaining to the original question, and the ministerial response should 
be on that particular topic, much more narrowly on the question that was actually asked. 
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What we have seen today, repeatedly, is people not taking the advice on supplementary questions. They think that 
I am just going to let them keep asking them. I have said that I will not. On this particular occasion, I thought that 
it actually deserved a lengthy answer because it was an inappropriate question and it got an inappropriately long 
answer. I would ask those members asking the questions to take that advice on board. I would also ask ministers 
perhaps to just consider that your first answer is the lengthy answer and the supplementary answer should be 
a relatively short answer. The other thing that ministers might want to anticipate in giving that first lengthy answer 
is that it seems that a supplementary is asked every time, so if there is one more point the minister wants to make, 
potentially they could make that as part of the supplementary answer if it is appropriate. 
The member for Geraldton with the last question. 

SPORT AND RECREATION FACILITIES 
49. Ms L. DALTON to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to improving community sport and recreation facilities 
across the state, including in the Geraldton region. Can the minister advise the house how this government is 
assisting local clubs to upgrade their facilities to provide Western Australians with more opportunities to participate 
in sport? 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 
I take note of the Speaker’s ruling, so I will be brief, but I will be pertinent! 
I thank the member for Geraldton, who is a magnificent representative for Geraldton. I want to tell members that 
last week or so we were up in Geraldton, and what a marvellous community Geraldton is. It is a great regional 
city. It has a great history and, of course, it has a great future. It is very well led by its local member in the member 
for Geraldton. The Premier and I, on the Sunday when we were up there before the community cabinet event, very 
proudly went across to the Geraldton Amateur Basketball Association stadium, which, of course, the association 
built originally itself in terms of raising the money for it. The Premier was very pleased to officially open, effectively, 
the doubling of that stadium, which included a contribution of over $3 million from the McGowan government, 
advocated for by the member for Geraldton. What a tremendous facility. It doubles the capacity for that great sport 
of basketball, which has a great history in Geraldton with the 70 years that the Geraldton Amateur Basketball 
Association has been in existence. It was tremendous to see so many young people. The Premier of course had 
a bit of a go at a couple of rebounds and a couple of three-pointers and a few things. Let us just say that that is not 
necessarily one of his great fortes! He was having a bit of a go. But what he lacked in skill, he did not lack in effort, 
I might say. Let us congratulate those who are involved in basketball, and all sports, in Geraldton. 
I was very pleased to announce this week the recipients of the very important program that we have and have had 
for some time, which is the program that delivers regional projects. I am very, very proud that over $12 million 
was committed. 
Mr R.S. Love: What program was that? 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: The community sporting and recreation facilities fund. Over $12 million was committed 
to projects. Lots of regional members here and lots of members from the metropolitan area had their community 
organisations and groups receive project money to complete some very important infrastructure projects. 
Congratulations to them. 
Part of that program includes the Club Night Lights program, which allows lots of organisations, bowling clubs 
and sporting grounds to have lighting either upgraded or added to those facilities. Again, that makes sure that 
children, young people and adults alike can enjoy sport both during the day and under lights. All those projects 
went through, including our important program that is focused on ensuring that women athletes and girls have 
access to appropriate facilities, which we know had not been provided in many places. Those facilities are part of 
an ongoing project. 
Meekatharra, Halls Creek, Albany, Nullagine, Joondalup, Forrestfield, Esperance, Newman—I could go on, but 
I am mindful—all have received money through the CSRFF and the Club Night Lights program. I have to say this: 
I take my hat off and I salute those people in community sport organisations, like the president of the Rover Football 
Club in Geraldton. That club got a $2 500 upgrade for its female change rooms. I want to pay particular credit to 
all those community members, men and women, who support community sport throughout the state. They are 
absolutely magnificent gems because they ensure that our children and young people have great opportunities to 
play sport of all codes. They are wonderful, wonderful Western Australians, and many of them reside in Geraldton 
and are very well led by the member for Geraldton, who bounced a ball as a player at the stadium in Geraldton. 
Well done, member for Geraldton, and congratulations. 
Mr M. McGowan: She was a cheerleader. 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: She was a cheerleader. 
Ms L. Dalton: Oh, yes. Don’t tell them. 
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Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: She was a cheerleader; I forgot to say that! She was part of the Buccaneers cheerleading 
team, which is apparently very, very well known in the history of basketball. 
This is a great announcement, and I want to congratulate all those organisations that were funded through those 
two important programs. 
Mr M. McGowan: I’m glad you were so brief! 
The SPEAKER: That actually was quite a lengthy answer. That concludes question time. 

HEALTH SERVICES AMENDMENT BILL 2021 
Returned 

Bill returned from the Council without amendment. 

PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
MR S.A. MILLMAN (Mount Lawley — Parliamentary Secretary) [3.08 pm]: Before question time, I was 
posing the rhetorical question: How do we achieve effective government, not the “what” of effective government 
that we hear about so often in Premier’s Statements, but the “how” of effective government? What are the key 
attributes that we need to deliver effective government? The three criteria that I landed on were stability, credibility 
and flexibility. This question time has demonstrated once again exactly why I believe they are the three elements 
that deliver effective government.  
Before I finish my contribution, I need to respond to some matters raised by opposition members in their contributions 
to the Premier’s Statement. I want to talk about three things, including housing and homelessness. Firstly, a lot of 
attention has been given to cost-of-living pressures. The opposition has been incapable of grasping the fact that 
the interest rate rises that are so consequential to cost-of-living pressures are not within the purview of the state 
government’s control. Philip Lowe, the Governor of the Reserve Bank, and the Reserve Bank board are responsible 
for setting interest rates. That is where the financial pressure is coming to bear on families not just within 
Western Australia, but across Australia. Through its economic policies, the McGowan Labor government is doing 
what it can to tackle those cost-of-living pressures. 
Secondly, we need to put greater emphasis on how we can maintain and sustain our world-class health system. 
This government is advancing any number of matters in order to try to protect and advance our health system. 
They include things like our world-leading medical research fund. I commend Hon Stephen Dawson, Minister for 
Medical Research, for the announcement he made today about a 10-year plan for medical research. Enabling and 
empowering our researchers and academics to investigate new techniques and new treatments will keep our health 
system at the cutting edge. The government is also introducing things like amendments to the Guardianship and 
Administration Act 1990. This is important because it allows our emergency departments to continue the research 
that was made available to them by amendments introduced during the last Parliament. Unfortunately, the 
Liberal Party and Hon Nick Goiran opposed those amendments and instituted a sunset clause. Members will 
remember that I raised a grievance with the Attorney General about precisely this issue. I am looking forward to 
debate on the Guardianship and Administration Act coming on. I hope that if the Liberal Party says it supports 
a world-class health system, it sees the importance of changes to the Guardianship and Administration Act to allow 
medical research to continue. If Hon Nick Goiran stands up and opposes those amendments, it will expose the 
hypocrisy of the Liberal Party. The Liberal Party is hypocritical when it comes to our health system. It says that 
we are not doing enough, yet it opposes the legislative amendments we need to improve it. 
The Liberal Party is also hypocritical when it comes to housing and homelessness. We need a housing package 
that provides social housing, affordable housing and housing choice. The member for Roe and I agreed that it is 
imperative that people have the opportunity to age in place. That means that we need housing diversity in our 
suburbs. When I was doorknocking yesterday morning, I spoke to Peter, one of my constituents. A new development 
is occurring on Walcott Street in Coolbinia. A lot of neighbours are a bit concerned about what the development 
looks like. Peter said to me that he is not opposed to development per se; he thinks development is important as it 
provides an opportunity for people to have different housing choices. It is important though that the local council 
gets the parameters right and the design is appropriate. That is where our medium-density housing policy will 
come to fruition. The trouble is that, on the one hand, the Liberal Party says we have to tackle homelessness but, 
on the other hand, it opposes sensible development. 
Finally, I want to talk about law and order and community safety. We are the government that introduced body 
armour and body-worn cameras for police, we did away with section 8s so that police can retire with dignity and 
we introduced workers’ compensation for police. If anyone has the back of the Western Australia Police Force, it 
is this government. We are responsible for law and order. Walking both sides of the street, the opposition opposes 
us on health, the cost of living and housing. I am sure the opposition would like to oppose us on law and order, 
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walking both sides of the street as well. I will be amazed to see whether this Liberal opposition decides to campaign 
on law and order. How can it run a campaign on law and order when it does not even have a lawyer in its shadow 
cabinet? Out of the reams of talent that it supposedly has on the opposition benches, the opposition cannot find 
a lawyer to be shadow Attorney General. There is not one. We have a shadow Minister for Justice. There will not 
be a law and order campaign, but if there is, the hypocrisy of the Liberal Party will be exposed once again. 
In the one minute that I have left, I want to finish with two quick misnomers. First, a small opposition is incapable 
of holding the government to account. To say that completely undermines the power of voters in the system, it 
completely undermines the power of civil society and it completely undermines the power of our free press. It is 
not the size of the opposition that matters; it is the quality. It would not matter how big the opposition was, if it 
continues with these arguments, it will still be as incapable as it is at the moment. Second, people say that we were 
successful at the last election because of COVID. We did not win the election because of COVID; we won the 
election because of the way we handled COVID. It is only social democratic parties around the world that have 
won their elections when faced with COVID. Donald Trump, Republican—lost. Scott Morrison, Liberal Party—
lost. Dominic Perrottet, New South Wales—about to lose. If you want the judgement of the community in your 
favour when dealing with COVID, you need to be on our side. 
MR D.A.E. SCAIFE (Cockburn) [3.15 pm]: I rise to make a contribution to the Premier’s excellent statement. 
My contribution will have more of a local flavour than that of the member for Mount Lawley’s; I will leave the 
analysis of how a good government should function to that erudite member of this chamber. I firstly reflect on 
some changes that we have seen in Parliament over the break. I will start by congratulating the member for 
Wanneroo and Hon Jackie Jarvis on their elevation to cabinet. I have known Hon Jackie Jarvis since at least 2010, 
when she was the Labor Party’s candidate for the seat of Forrest in the federal election. My father, Roy, was one of 
Jackie’s campaign volunteers. I think he was even her campaign manager. She has long been a strong advocate for 
Labor causes. It pleases me greatly to see a friend and a great advocate for the Labor Party in Hon Jackie Jarvis being 
promoted to the ministry. I have not known the member for Wanneroo as long as I have known Hon Jackie Jarvis, 
but it has become very clear to me watching the member for Wanneroo that she is a fighter for the Labor cause 
and a fighter with a compassionate heart. I wish both her and Hon Jackie Jarvis the very best in the ministry. 
I also congratulate the members for Collie–Preston, Victoria Park, Mirrabooka and Riverton and Hon Pierre Yang 
on their elevation to the position of parliamentary secretary. I consider all those members to be friends as well as 
colleagues, and I wish them the very best. 
Furthermore, I want to congratulate the members for Vasse, Moore and Roe on their elevation to leadership roles 
within their respective parties. I particularly want to acknowledge the work of the member for Central Wheatbelt 
for a moment. The member for Central Wheatbelt is someone who I hold in quite high regard. I think the member 
for Central Wheatbelt has been a compassionate, reasonable and professional voice for regional Western Australians 
in this Parliament for a long time. I think the approach that the member for Central Wheatbelt took to being 
a Leader of the Nationals WA can be contrasted with the efforts of the leaders of the National Party at a federal 
level. The member for Central Wheatbelt has shown real mettle over the years in forging a different path for the 
National Party in Western Australia, particularly when speaking out against the conduct of male members of the 
National Party with respect to female members of the community, and also on issues such as marriage equality and 
women’s reproductive rights. She has been a really sensible voice for regional Western Australia. Although I know 
that the member will continue in this chamber for the next two years, I am sorry to see her go from the leadership 
of her party. 
I also want to disclose that I am very aware of the way in which the member for Central Wheatbelt really bucked the 
trend in her party. Many years ago when I was a board member with the Youth Affairs Council of Western Australia, 
I was part of a group of board members that lobbied the member for Central Wheatbelt, who at that time was 
a member of the upper house, in relation to the Barnett government’s proposed stop-and-search laws. The efforts 
of the member for Central Wheatbelt and the Nationals saw those laws not introduced at the time. The Nationals 
broke with its coalition colleagues when making that decision. I thought that was a brave move at the time. The 
member for Central Wheatbelt met with us and listened to our concerns, and did so in what I thought was a very 
considered and reasonable way, so I thank her for the way that she approached that issue and the way she approached 
me as a young person starting off in political advocacy. 
I would like to now turn to my main remarks, which concern many of the matters that the Premier touched on in 
his Premier’s Statement and how they relate to my local electorate. I will start by acknowledging this government’s 
strong commitment to Western Australian manufacturing. This is a government that has made huge investments 
in our local manufacturing capacity and in diversifying the Western Australian economy. We have our $16.7 million 
new industries fund and we have our innovation booster grants program. We have programs around training, such 
as our $38.4 million additional commitment to our Lower Fees, Local Skills program, which makes sure that young 
people and even older people who might want to retrain can access the jobs of the future. 
I am very fortunate to be in an electorate where there are many examples of innovation in manufacturing. Late last 
year I was fortunate enough to tour the facilities of a company called Onetide in Bibra Lake. Onetide is an 
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extraordinary company that has developed a number of exciting products, including the Rapid Reel, which greatly 
improves efficiency in deploying heavy shore power cables to vessels such as naval vessels or commercial vessels, 
and the Mission Deck, which is a fastening system that can be placed onto a vessel and then repurposed for different 
operations. A vessel that might have been fitted out to lay subsea cable can be repurposed, using the Mission Deck, 
into a vessel that can be used for subsea oil and gas exploration, for example. Onetide has also developed the 
Mobile Microgrid, which is a modular plug-and-play microgrid that can be rolled out. It is essentially the size of 
a crate, and it can be rolled out into conflict and disaster zones to provide microgrid technology, which is incredible. 
I am really pleased to say that Onetide benefited from one of the McGowan government’s innovation booster 
grants, and that is a great example of government working with industry to support innovation. I want to congratulate 
Roy Mitchell and Rebekah Manley from Onetide on their efforts, and wish them the very best of success. 

On a different note, I am also very lucky to have connections in my electorate with two of WA’s foremost 
manufacturers of playground equipment. All members in this chamber will know the importance of playgrounds 
to our local communities; they are important pieces of community infrastructure. They are in much demand; 
playground construction in Western Australia has, over the last few years, had unprecedented demand. We have 
seen local and state governments investing in those facilities on behalf of their communities, so I am very lucky to 
have Funky Monkey Bars in my electorate. It manufactures all its equipment in its Yangebup facility. I did a tour 
of its facility last year. There are people in Fremantle who try to claim Funky Monkey Bars because its showroom 
is in Freo, but I am very proud to say that the hard work is actually done in Cockburn. I toured its facility last year 
and I was really impressed by the way it is constantly investing in new technology and new processes to increase 
efficiency and make sure that it can compete in a difficult international market. I want to congratulate Shane Roberts 
and Colin Burdle, the directors of Funky Monkey Bars, and their team on the cutting-edge work they are doing. 

The second connection to playground manufacturing in my electorate is Forpark Australia. Although Forpark 
manufactures its neighbourhood playground equipment in Kewdale, I am very fortunate to have Nathan Hughes, 
the state manager of Forpark, as board chair of Beeliar Primary School in my electorate. I want to thank Nathan for 
his work as board chair at Beeliar Primary School and for his work in the private sector, driving innovation in local 
manufacturing in the niche market of playground equipment. On that note, I also want to congratulate Nicole Hughes, 
Nathan’s wife, who has recently been promoted to the position of deputy principal at Beeliar Primary School. 
Nicole is an absolute dynamo at the school; she runs the Reading Angels program, in which local residents volunteer 
their time to listen to kids who need to improve their reading. I am very proud to have participated in that program 
last year as one of the volunteers and I will be doing so again this year. Nicole is the driving force behind that program, 
and I was pleased to see her work being recognised with her promotion to deputy principal. 

On the topic of education, I also want to discuss Lakeland Senior High School, which is located just outside my 
electorate, but its catchment area covers much of my electorate, including where I live in Beeliar, as well as suburbs 
such as Yangebup and South Lake. On Tuesday I had the great privilege of opening the Techtrails STEM and 
Future Skills incursion at Lakeland Senior High School. Techtrails is a program run by Women in Technology 
Western Australia, and it showcases careers in tech, particularly careers for women in tech. It is about encouraging 
more women to take up studies and careers in STEM fields. Research shows that after just one incursion, student 
interest in STEM skills increases by 81 per cent, while student awareness of STEM skills within industry increases 
by 92 per cent. It is a really successful program. 

In my opening address at the Techtrails incursion I spoke about the pioneering work that Australians have done 
for a long time in STEM fields, from isolating purified penicillin to developing wi-fi and spray-on skin. I particularly 
reflected on the pioneering work of Australian women in STEM fields, including Ruby Payne-Scott, one of the 
world’s first female radioastronomers; Elizabeth Blackburn, who received a Nobel Prize for her work on the enzyme 
telomerase, which is the protein that many people believe is what contributes to the ageing process in humans; 
and, of course, our own Western Australian Fiona Wood and her innovation in relation to spray-on skin. In reflecting 
on the success of the Techtrails program, I would like to recognise the work that Women in Technology Western 
Australia, led by co-chairs Tina Ambrose and Kay Hargreaves, has done in this area. I am pleased to say that 
WiTWA has previously been supported with grants from this state government and recently received a grant of 
$785 120 from the federal government to run a program addressing systemic barriers to women participating in 
STEM. I congratulate WiTWA and Lakeland Senior High School for hosting that incursion earlier this week. 

While I am on the topic of Lakeland Senior High School, I also want to reflect on this government’s commitment 
to quality education generally. Lakeland Senior High School is a really excellent local school in my electorate, 
and I want to take this opportunity to congratulate all the students and teachers, and the principal, Cathy Baron, on 
the results that Lakeland Senior High School achieved last year. Its median ATAR results for the subjects it offered 
last year were either equal with, or well above, the median results for like schools across the state. That is a fantastic 
outcome. Congratulations to Cathy Baron and the whole team at Lakeland Senior High School. 

I am pleased to be able to say that in my community, the McGowan government is building on the success of 
Lakeland Senior High School by delivering more than $12 million in capital works at the school, including a new 
education support unit, new classrooms and refurbished sport and performing arts facilities. That is a really 
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significant investment in those facilities, and I am pleased to say that that will help attract more students to the 
school and the great opportunities we have nearby to work in industry. For example, we have the Australian Marine 
Complex in Henderson, not far from my electorate, and the Munster campus of South Metropolitan TAFE, which 
is an incredible facility. It even has a miniature oil and gas processing plant on site. That was one of the campuses 
that benefited from the state government’s $25 million commitment to installing state-of-the-art technologies in 
our TAFE system.  
The next area that I will focus on is health care and innovation in health care. When people think of innovation in 
medical research and technology, obviously members will think of Nedlands and the Queen Elizabeth II Medical 
Centre precinct, but a lot is happening in Cockburn as well. I welcome the Bethesda mental health facility, which 
is being built in Cockburn Central and is nearing completion. I am very much looking forward to it joining the 
team, with the Minister for Health officially opening that facility on 8 March. I congratulate Bethesda Health Care 
on the completion of that facility. We know in this chamber how much people are crying out for health services 
and facilities across our state. The state government is doing really important work to deliver those services, but it 
is also good to see the private sector, the not-for-profit sector, stepping up and contributing to the range of options 
available to people in my electorate. 
I also recognise that the completion of that facility has strong synergies with existing providers within the Cockburn 
area. We are very fortunate to have Murdoch Psychiatry operate one of its clinics in Cockburn. The offerings of 
Dr Taj Singh and his team are really leading the way in terms of psychiatric methods. Dr Singh applies a method 
known as transcranial magnetic stimulation, which is an emerging non-invasive technology in treating depression, 
anxiety and post-traumatic stress disorder. It is really exciting that that kind of cutting-edge technology is available 
to my constituents in Cockburn. In that regard, I want to give a mention to a company known as Modalis. Modalis 
is a growing provider of TMS treatment, which is what I just outlined. One of the co-founders of Modalis is 
Dr Kyle Hoath, who is a psychiatrist, but also a friend of mine and a fellow alumni of the Fogarty scholarship 
program at the University of Western Australia. I have known Kyle for many years. He was the president of the 
Fogarty Scholars’ Association when I was studying and I was his secretary during that time. It is an exciting moment 
in life to see people I went through university with doing really innovative things such as the work that Modalis is 
doing with TMS and rolling that out into a community that I have the privilege of representing in this place. I am 
looking forward to my tour of one of their facilities tomorrow morning to hear more about the technology that it 
is developing and applying across the state. 
I would like to move on to the recent Australia Day awards at the City of Cockburn. I am very lucky to have, as 
I am sure many members are, some really active volunteers in my community. It was great to see them being 
recognised at the City of Cockburn’s Australia Day ceremony. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr D.A.E. SCAIFE: I would like to congratulate all the recipients of the City of Cockburn’s community citizen 
of the year awards for 2023. Those awards were given to the following people. Serena Gamble has volunteered an 
estimated 1 560 hours for a program known as Feed it Forward, making sure that food is not wasted and is given 
to people who might otherwise go without. Serena’s contribution to Feed it Forward is in the tens of thousands, 
perhaps even the hundreds of thousands, of dollars. It is a really significant contribution to address food insecurity 
in my community. I thank Serena very much for her efforts. I also acknowledge James Wild, who won the youth 
citizen award. James is the youngest member of the South Coogee volunteer bush fire brigade. In that capacity he 
has attended as part of the responsive brigade to fires in areas such as Armadale and also in other parts of the 
metropolitan area. He also has a passion for animal welfare and he administers the Cockburn City Lost and Found 
Pets page and the All Things Pet and Wildlife page on Facebook. He runs donation drives for WA Wildlife, the 
Dogs’ Refuge Home, the Cat Haven and the Kaarakin Black Cockatoo Conservation Centre. James, I congratulate 
you on receiving that award. Thank you for your service both to the South Coogee volunteer bush fire brigade and 
animal welfare in our community. 
On the topic of James, it would be remiss of me not to mention his mother, Leanne Stickland, who is a constituent of 
mine in Beeliar. Although she did not win one of these awards, I want to acknowledge Leanne, because she has been 
a really great advocate in the community in two respects. Firstly, she is one of the residents of my neighbourhood in 
Beeliar who is constantly making sure to raise complaints and lodge reports about the odours from Cockburn Cement. 
I want to really thank Leanne for the work that she does in raising that issue with me and working with me on that 
issue. Leanne is a nurse, and she has advocated to me on the issue of greater recognition for our nurses. I have 
been able to say to Leanne that we are absolutely in lockstep on that issue. We see the Minister for Health time 
and again in this chamber acknowledge the great work done by our frontline health staff. I want to thank Leanne 
personally and acknowledge Leanne in this chamber for the work that she has done as a nurse for the people of 
Western Australia. 
Moving back to the community citizen awards, one of the other awards was given to Serene Anderson. Serene is 
really well known to me and many people in Cockburn because she is the cofounder, secretary and treasurer of 
Friends of the Community, a great Cockburn organisation that exists purely to run fundraisers and then distribute 
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the money that it raises in grant form to local organisations and local people. Through running things such as 
sausage sizzles and other fundraisers, Friends of the Community has raised and donated more than $180 000 to 
60 charities and many individuals in Cockburn. It is like a little Lotterywest for Cockburn. When I say little, I mean 
more in the sense of The Little Engine That Could. It does good work at a smaller scale, but at a really good local 
scale. Serene, thank you so much for your work and the work that you do with Norm and the rest of the team at 
Friends of the Community. 
Finally, I was really pleased to see that Yangebup Family Centre received the City of Cockburn active citizenship 
group or event award. If anybody has listened to my speeches in this place before they will know that I have so much 
love for the Yangebup Family Centre. It is the heart and soul of my community. It does great work, whether it is in 
relation to occasional care or pre-kindy with young kids, right through to things such as chair yoga for older people 
in our community. It has also run a cultural cooking program in the past to celebrate diversity in our community. 
I am always happy to wax lyrical about the work that the Yangebup Family Centre does. I thank it for that work and 
its award was well deserved. I want to give a shout-out to Sam Williams, Jo McGillivray, Julie Taylor, Tracy Pearson, 
Maggie Zentner, Kelly Hutton, Kym Maloney, Ann Gerlach, Myrto Robert, Rosie Miller, Lynette Wright and 
Maria Quaggan for the work they have done through the Yangebup Family Centre over the years. 
On the topic of awards in Cockburn, I want to turn to another award, which is the Order of Australia. I want to say 
how pleased I was to see Cockburn and also Yangebup represented in the honours handed out on Australia Day. 
I acknowledge Donald Slaughter of Yangebup, who was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia in the general 
division. He was awarded that medal for service to music as a pipe organist. It is quite incredible to read all the 
work that Donald has done over the years. He has been the head organist at the Fremantle Wesley Uniting Church 
since the 1970s. That is at least 50 years, if not longer, that Donald has been doing that job. He has been the organist 
even longer—since 1963. He has been a member of the Fremantle Wesley Methodist Church property trust for 
10 years and was treasurer for five years, and he is a former Sunday school superintendent. Donald Slaughter was 
also the organist/pianist for Methodist services at Fremantle Prison in the 1970s and he was involved in the 
formation of the Uniting Church when it came together in 1997. He is also a talented jazz musician. He has been 
a member of the Probus club and is a former committee member of the Windrush Catamaran Association of 
Western Australia. Donald has a really diverse CV of the ways in which he has contributed to our community. 
I particularly want to note his commitment to music in our community. I am really pleased to say that Donald was 
once a committee member of the Australian Shipping Officers’ Association, which was amalgamated, as unions 
did throughout the twentieth century, to form the Australian Services Union. It is good to see that on Donald’s citation. 
To Donald, and your family, congratulations on your Medal of the Order of Australia. It is really well deserved. 
I adverted to the issue of Cockburn Cement earlier. Emissions from Cockburn Cement have been an issue in my 
electorate for a long, long time—for decades. People would be aware that Hon Fran Logan, my predecessor, did 
a lot of work in this area. In fact, Fran’s work on this issue and the community campaigns that he ran resulted in 
Cockburn Cement installing bag filters at its premises in Munster, which did a lot to improve dust and odour emission 
is in the local community. However, there are still issues. I know that not only because of the number of complaints 
to my office, particularly at this time of year, but also because I live in Beeliar and I can see the Cockburn Cement 
plant from my house. Beeliar along with Yangebup are probably the two suburbs worst affected by odour and dust 
emissions from Cockburn Cement. 
I want to let my community know that I have been working tirelessly on this issue since I was elected in March 2021. 
On my watch, Cockburn Cement has been successfully prosecuted by the Department of Water and Environmental 
Regulation for the very first time for breaching its licence conditions and a further prosecution is underway. At the 
moment, Cockburn Cement is running an odour reduction trial. It is trying a new engineering process in which the 
shell sand is fed in at a higher temperature. It goes into the kiln later at a higher temperature, which we hope will 
result in the odoriferous compounds being burnt off before they are released into the air. The department and I are 
closely monitoring the results of that trial. I have toured Cockburn Cement’s facility on a number of occasions, 
most recently a month or so ago, and I have received a briefing on the odour reduction trial. I have also been briefed 
by the department. It is an issue I have raised with both the previous and current Minister for Environment, and 
I will continue to do so. 
I say to members of my community that these are steps in the right direction, but I know more needs to be done 
and I will continue to monitor the situation. It is easy for me to monitor given that when I walk outside my property 
in Beeliar and I can often smell the odour. I will continue to make representations to the government and to 
Cockburn Cement, calling on it to improve its practices. It is as important for Cockburn Cement, and the workers 
at Cockburn Cement, that it ensures it has a social licence to continue operating in the community as it is for local 
residents that Cockburn Cement decreases emissions from its facility. 
I encourage residents to continue to report dust and unreasonable odours to the department’s Pollution Watch hotline. 
I will be sending out information to residents so that they know how to make those reports. It is only by people 
making reports that the department can implement closer monitoring and gather evidence and then engage in 
discussions with Cockburn Cement about how we will improve the situation or as a last resort take regulatory 
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action like the prosecutions we have seen—one of which was successful for the first time ever. I encourage residents 
to continue to make reports to Pollution Watch. I am on the job and I will continue to be on the job until we can 
get the problem resolved. 

With that, I really commend the government and the Premier on the work they have been doing and I thank the 
chamber for its indulgence. 

MR H.T. JONES (Darling Range) [3.44 pm]: I rise to support the motion to note the Premier’s Statement 2023. 
The member for Cockburn referred to people who listen to his speeches attentively. I do that. But there is no greater 
fan than my wife! Often when I get home, she is listening to the member for Cockburn on her laptop. She quite 
often falls asleep. 

Mr D.A.E. Scaife: That doesn’t bode well. 

Mr H.T. JONES: No. She might listen to one of my speeches now, because I followed David. 

As I have mentioned in this place previously, I had the honour to assume responsibility for an electorate that was 
unfortunately riven by political pointscoring at both state and local government levels, resulting in a shell-shocked 
community. Every time I would open the local paper, I would see a “woe is me” story, essentially denigrating the 
work of employees of the local government, of which there are many. It became a favourite sport on social media. 

I have made a concerted effort to put people first, above and beyond my own political survival. Politicians come 
and go, but communities are forever. I think it is imperative to foster good morale and pride, which is probably 
ingrained in me. After 30 years in the Navy, I know the importance of morale. That is not to say there are no problems, 
but I try to fix them in a collegiate fashion. I am often behind the scenes offering support rather than creating 
conflict. If you allow people to save face, you encourage continued cooperation, and one day you might need their 
help. Part of this effort to lift morale in the area involves recognising the achievements of others who make up the 
community and get things moving. 

Like the member for Cockburn, I also mention Australia Day awards. My electorate straddles two local governments—
the City of Armadale and the Shire of Serpentine–Jarrahdale. I can attend only one ceremony so I generally attend 
the Serpentine–Jarrahdale ceremony, because that local government has the largest population in my electorate. 
The member for Armadale often attends the City of Armadale ceremony. This year, Serpentine–Jarrahdale trialled 
a new way of delivering the awards and citizenship. The Lions Club, Rotary and the Byford Baptist Church put 
on a breakfast prior to the ceremony. Volunteers were getting the breakfast ready at 6.00 am and making sure 
everyone had a good feed before the awards commenced. 

I congratulate all nominees for the awards at both the City of Armadale and the Shire of Serpentine–Jarrahdale on 
their nomination. In SJ, the Clem Kentish community service award is awarded to a resident of the Shire of 
Serpentine–Jarrahdale who has done a minimum of 20 years’ service in the community serving on several 
committees that have benefited the community. The winner of the Clem Kentish community service award for last 
year was Jarrahdale resident Vicky Kerfoot. Vicky ticked all the boxes. She arrived in Jarrahdale from Kenya in 
the late 1970s and has been an active member of our community ever since. She began serving as secretary of the 
Jarrahdale community and recreation council in 1981 and has since played a key role in helping to shape the town’s 
future while working to preserve its historic past. Vicky was the inaugural secretary of the Jarrahdale Heritage 
Society in 1988, and remains a stalwart of the group to this day. In her time as one of SJ’s most active community 
members, Vicky’s work has consisted of driving trails development, writing the Jarrahdale heritage park concept 
and leading local committees for the community and recreation council, the Jarrahdale Primary School, the 
Jarrahdale Axemen’s Club, the Jarrahdale Tennis Club, the Jarrahdale Heritage Society and the Jarrahdale Forest 
Protectors. In her role with Forest Protectors, Vicky has taken me through the forest and shown me some areas of 
rehabilitation and compared it with forest that has not been harvested. 

The Community Citizen of the Year for Serpentine–Jarrahdale was Julie Richards, which she was awarded in 
recognition of her efforts to promote food sustainability and a connected community through the Byford Glades 
Community Garden. She has been a member of the group since 2017 and the secretary since 2020. She has been 
a key driver in educating our community to grow their own food and live more sustainably. Her work with the 
garden includes providing fresh produce to Byford Baptist Church, which I mentioned earlier, for the weekly food 
giveaways, as well as fostering a relationship with beyondblue, raising awareness of mental health and the benefits 
of participating in activities such as gardening as a way of dealing with mental health issues. Recently, Julie and 
her husband, Gary Richards, spearheaded the garden’s urban agriculture education program, which is a free series 
of hands-on workshops teaching locals how to grow food in their own backyards, dealing with things such as soil 
composition, microbes and when best to plant various foods and what types of vegetables to grow together. I have 
been to every one of those workshops except the last one, when we were away in Geraldton. Julie’s drive to help 
create a healthier SJ makes her a fitting winner of the award this year. 

I was at Byford Baptist Church this morning, dropping off a vacuum cleaner. On Thursdays, the church community 
puts on a free food market, so it collects food from various supermarkets and also from the community garden, 
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which grows food for the church, and gives out boxes to needy people in the area. I think today the church gave out 
270 boxes, which is a lot. Its work is extremely valuable. The church provides not only food, but also companionship, 
communication and a listening ear, and a feeling of community for the people who attend. 
The next award was Senior Community Citizen of the Year, which was awarded to Judith Curtis, otherwise known 
as Judy. She will celebrate her birthday next Thursday. This time last year, I mentioned Judy’s work on her birthday. 
She is a former nurse, a station officer at the Byford Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade and a founding member of the 
Serpentine–Jarrahdale Bushfire Awareness Team. A year ago, I said she was an unsung hero. I am glad to know that 
now she is no longer unsung and has been recognised for her work over a number of years. She won the award based 
upon a variety of volunteer roles she has held across Serpentine–Jarrahdale, including with the Jarrahdale Heritage 
Society and the Byford Progress Association. Judy’s drive to assist with guided walks and trail maintenance 
sessions have seen her make a significant impact in Jarrahdale. Her passion for the community also extends to the 
environment, having assisted with Byford Enviro Link by working in shire reserves and volunteering with the 
Byford roadside rubbish collection. 
Also, as I mentioned earlier, Judy is heavily involved in the local volunteer bushfire brigade and a member of the 
Bushfire Ready team. She gives talks to schools, holds forums and is a regular attendee at the markets in Mundijong, 
encouraging people to at least complete the My Bushfire Plan on the app or the written version, so that people take 
some time to think about what they will do in a bushfire. She would often ask me if I had finished My Bushfire Plan. 
I had done about 90 per cent. She is very persistent. I often thought about walking across the road to avoid her but 
I eventually completed it and now I do the same thing to other people. It is a very valuable thing to think about, 
especially in SJ, which is so prone to bushfires. It helps not only the people who have made a plan so they know 
what to do, but also emergency services, so that they are not dealing with people who are in a state of shock if 
a bushfire approaches. 
The Youth Committee Citizen of the Year was Reece Jerrett. His volunteering days began at the age of just nine 
with the Perth Royal Show, and since then he has worked with different organisations. Among his many roles, Reece 
is currently the president of the SJ Food and Farm Alliance, working tirelessly to raise awareness of the value of 
local food and farming in the SJ community. He helps shine a light on agriculture in SJ. Serpentine–Jarrahdale 
obviously has a concentrated urban environment, but there is also a large amount of arable land and agriculture in 
the peri-urban environment. People produce a lot of produce, particularly fruit, and it is very important to promote 
sustainable agriculture. Reece was nominated and recognised as the Royal Agricultural Society for WA Rural 
Ambassador for 2022, which is no mean feat for such a young man. This allowed him to talk about sustainable 
agriculture in WA and across Australia. I often referred to Reece as “Benjamin Button”, because he never seems 
to age. 
The Active Citizen Award in the group category was awarded to the Food and Farm Alliance; Reece Jerrett is the 
president of that group. Like Reece, the alliance champions the local agricultural industry and raises awareness 
about food security, which benefits the health of the local community and assists local economies. They have achieved 
great results for the community through education and workshops, including the master class series and healthy 
cooking workshops. Of course, the alliance also puts on the SJ Food and Farm Fest, which has recently been 
reinvigorated. The last fest was in November, which was out of cycle because usually it is in May. It was held 
in November because of disruptions due to COVID-19. My colleague in the other place Hon Darren West attended 
the Food and Farm Fest in November, as a farmer. He said that the Food and Farm Fest was as good as any country 
fair that he has seen. I encourage members and the general community to attend the Food and Farm Fest in May 
and they will be pleasantly surprised. 
At the awards, a certificate of appreciation was awarded to the Graceford volunteer group. This group of 
12 dedicated volunteers enrich the lives of 68 aged and infirm residents at the Graceford Baptistcare nursing home, 
where extended and high-level care is given to the residents in that facility. The volunteers work alongside staff 
and engage with residents who are physically disabled or suffering various levels of dementia, providing support 
through a wide range of activities. On average, they have totalled 250 volunteer hours a month doing amazing 
work for some of our vulnerable residents. 
As mentioned, I was not able to attend the City of Armadale awards but I was happy to see that both individual 
awards were awarded to residents of Darling Range. Mark Thompson was recognised as Community Citizen of the 
Year, acknowledging his involvement as the Cub and group leader with the Roleystone Scout Group in Karragullen 
for over 11 years. More recently, Mark has been involved in supporting the Roleystone club and has been pivotal 
in forming partnerships between community groups and the local community. Similarly, Graeme Hart, a Roleystone 
resident, received the Roleystone Citizen of the Year Award in the senior category, recognising 40 years of 
volunteering in the community. In addition to 26 years as a member of the local Lions Club, Graeme was an active 
member of the Roleystone volunteer fire brigade for 23 years and worked tirelessly as a volunteer with the 
Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group. Something that I am especially keen on is that he is a member of the Armadale 
graffiti removal group. When I lived in Armadale, he was probably removing the graffiti that I reported. As a qualified 
accountant, Graeme has also found time to assist community organisations during their audit processing. 
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On behalf of the member for Armadale, I would like to recognise the 2nd Chance Op Shop in Kelmscott, which 
was awarded the Active Citizenship (Group) award. Since opening its doors in 2013, the shop has donated more 
than $525 000 to community groups from animal welfare to bushfire relief, including groups in the Darling Range 
electorate. It supports op shops in country areas, and provides goods to assist schools and other community-based 
programs. One thing I noticed about the awards this year is that a few awardees were the partners of previous 
awardees. In my role in Parliament, and with a partner, I think it is important that partners support each other, and 
the same goes for volunteering. 

In other awards, I would like to congratulate Bree Hartley, who is the president and a life member of Roleystone 
Theatre. At last month’s forty-seventh annual Finley Awards, Bree was inducted into the Independent Theatre 
Association’s hall of fame. Bree is a performing arts teacher at Armadale Primary School, and I have known Bree 
for quite a long time because she worked alongside my wife at the school. Bree commented on Facebook — 

Thank you to whoever it is that decides and nominates people for these things, it is an incredible honour 
to have been awarded this. 

As always, nothing is possible without an incredible team to be part of and Roley Theatre (and our 
committees over the years) is made up of an incredibly special bunch of humans! 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr H.T. JONES: I would also like to mention Oakford resident Vaughn Lowe, who is of a similar vintage to me 
and also had a long career in the Defence Force. He was an air traffic controller in the RAAF. He has recently thrown 
himself into amateur theatre and was a cast member of the Koorliny Arts Centre production of Curtains, which 
was recognised at the Finley Awards as one of 2022’s top-five musicals. Vaughn is a natural on stage, unlike me. 

While I am on my feet and under the klieg lights, I want to pass on my appreciation to those who attended, 
supported and were involved in the production of The Oak Tree, a play delivered at Byford Secondary College earlier 
this year. The Activate Byford group is a small group of residents in the shire who drive innovative productions 
or ideas that probably would not normally get picked up by local government or other groups. They thought 
live theatre had a bit of a deficit, so the group drove the production to perform in Byford. I want to do a shout-out 
to the actors Matthew Mckail, Ron Arthurs, Fiona Blakeley, Fiona Wildsmith and Travis Wildsmith for their 
onstage presence, creative collaboration and keyboard music. I say thank you to Trish Garnett, Jane Sherwood, 
Callum Hunter, Damian Wallace, Leanne Wallace and Isobel Blakeley for creating the onstage world of Wungong, 
which is a suburb in the electorate, and creating an oak tree that formed the centrepiece of the play. 

I would also like to recognise the efforts of Dandelions WA, and I thank the member for Joondalup for highlighting 
the work of Dandelions WA, which provided 6 600 backpacks to schoolchildren across Western Australia. I was 
able to donate 20 backpacks, but I also want to recognise Vanessa Miller of Byford, who runs the Gift of Giving 
SJ Shire Facebook page, and her son Brock Miller. They were able to collect and deliver about 30 backpacks to 
my office, which I subsequently took to Dandelions WA. Through the Facebook page, the backpacks were collected 
from other people who similarly felt there was a great need to support children to feel accepted and have all the 
necessary tools of the trade for school, particularly at the start of the school year. 

On the topic of education, I would like to congratulate Ashton Fowler, who was awarded the Beazley Medal through 
the VET system. Ashton is a former student at Harrisdale Senior High School, which is in the electorate of my 
colleague the member for Jandakot. Ashton won the Beazley Medal for his performance in vocational education 
after completing certificates in business, electrotechnology, sport and recreation, and sport coaching. Ashton has 
just secured an apprenticeship in electrotechnology, and the award was further validation that he made the right 
choices during his school career by choosing a VET path rather than an ATAR path. Ashton sees a big growth in 
clean energy and electrification, as we all do. 

Last week, I was lucky to have the Minister for Education visit the largest primary school in my electorate, 
West Byford Primary School. The minister met the principal, Noelene Mason, who does an outstanding job in 
delivering quality education to students in the West Byford Primary School catchment. We met the staff, students, 
parents and citizens association, and the board, and they are all working together to provide the best education 
outcomes for the students. I want to acknowledge head students Annabelle Millar and Braithe Doughty, who 
welcomed us to the school and were great ambassadors for the school and its student body. I wish them luck for 
their final year at primary school. I want to note in Hansard that the Minister for Education agreed to participate 
in the forthcoming Colour Run. I will be holding him to that. 

Last evening, the minister was again in Byford. He is a great supporter of education and me, and we were there 
for the Follow the Dream awards, which were held at Byford Secondary College. The awards recognise the 
achievements of Aboriginal students who attend Armadale Senior High School, Kelmscott Senior High School, 
Lesmurdie Senior High School, Byford Secondary College or Cecil Andrews College and are also part of the 
Follow the Dream program. It is an excellent program that encourages Aboriginal students to focus on education 
and on their cultural backgrounds. It makes them stronger and encourages them to remain at school and achieve 
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great results. Last night, we saw some outstanding students recognised for their efforts. I congratulate them. I also 
congratulate their tutors, who put in work after hours, and some of the teaching staff, who volunteer to stay behind 
and do extra work to help the students. 

I would also like to recognise the Byford Venom Futsal Club. Futsal is a form of indoor soccer. It does not use the 
walls, and players have to stay within the lines. It is quite a tricky sport. Byford has a very strong club that plays 
the sport of futsal and is a great ambassador for the sport. The club recently sent a team of under nine-year-olds 
to Spain for the World Cup futsal championships. It was all self-funded. The players went with their coach, 
Pawan Rughoobur—I said that wrong, but it will be spelt right in Hansard—to play in Spain just after Christmas. 
They played against teams from Brazil, Colombia and Spain—the countries associated with the best football 
players in the world. They played very well. They did not get to the finals, but they beat a very accomplished team 
that went on to do very well. It was a great experience for the young players. They learnt a lot. A young man was 
live streaming the games via Facebook. He is very young. He also gave his tips on how to coach as well as what 
he thought of the referee’s decisions, live. It was pretty good. 

Finally, I also want to recognise a gentleman who lived in Jarrahdale—Clive Glands. Unfortunately, he passed 
away on 5 February, peacefully in his sleep. Clive Glands was a giant of horticulture and rather eccentric. He had 
an old dairy farm and on that farm over the last 40 years he collected trees and saplings from all over the world. 
There was probably a quarantine nightmare initially, but it was all approved. The local Landcare group, although 
it was a bit disconcerted about the non-native species, supported his work. He had a creek on the property with 
trees all around it. The fauna and insects around Jarrahdale love it. It is a great wildlife mecca.  

I first met Clive when he asked me to come to his property to have a look at what he was doing. He had a bit of 
a wall built in, which was not council approved, with a sign on it saying “Clive’s Folly”. He swore me to secrecy 
but then he invited other people out and it was in the local paper. He was an eccentric guy. He was self-deprecating. 
Every time he spoke to me, he said things like, “No-one will listen to this old fool”, but he had some great insights. 
He was particularly concerned about the environment. He wrote me a letter, which I have kept a copy of, primarily 
concerned about overpopulation and the environment. Clive was also a keen motorcyclist. Unfortunately, he sold 
his apparently very extensive collection of motorcycles prior to me meeting him. He was also a former speedway 
rider and a great friend of my former next-door neighbour Jim Phillips, who was an Australian champion speedway 
rider. Unfortunately, Clive has gone and I hope that his legacy will live on. The community helped Clive plant some 
more trees in his later years. I hope that his dream—Clive’s Folly—can remain. 

With that, I would like to express my appreciation to the Premier and the government for the great work they are 
doing. I support the Premier’s Statement. 

MS C.M. COLLINS (Hillarys) [4.13 pm]: I rise today to support the Premier’s Statement and to update the chamber 
on just a few of the fantastic things that are happening in the Hillarys electorate. It has been an enormous privilege 
to represent my constituents in Beldon, Craigie, Hillarys, Kallaroo, Mullaloo and Padbury over the past two years. 
It is really hard to believe that it has been two years and we are now halfway through the term of the forty-first 
Parliament. We have achieved so much as a government and the McGowan Labor government reforms have 
ensured a fairer life for Western Australians, economic prosperity and the preservation of our natural environment. 
Locally, I am incredibly proud to have already delivered on many of my election commitments. The past two years 
have seen huge infrastructure spends in the Hillarys electorate, including delivering funding for the rebuilds of 
three schools that service my constituents, the rebuild of a local surf club, road infrastructure upgrades and new 
cyclepaths—just to name a few. 

My team and I have been very busy at the electorate office. We have been hosting various forums for P&Cs, sporting 
clubs, seniors and cybersecurity and local community groups. We have held many, many mobile offices in the past 
year at local food truck events. This has allowed us to engage with lot of constituents who might not primarily 
choose to reach out to a member of Parliament or turn up at an electorate office. This, paired with our consistent 
doorknocking, has meant that we have been able to reach out to many people in all six suburbs I mentioned. 

I thought I would keep my contribution today hyperlocal and use this opportunity to highlight some of the initiatives 
that have been going on in Hillarys. I will start with the suburb of Padbury where I live with my partner, Jack, and 
my dog, Lenny. Firstly, I will give members a bit of history about where Padbury got its name. The first landholder 
in the Padbury area was a pastoralist, philanthropist and trader named Walter Padbury. With the death of his father, 
Walter was adopted by ne’er-do-wells who stole what was left of his inheritance. They left him in a situation in 
which he had to rise from nothing. Walter Padbury overcame all these hardships and, after a lifetime of working 
on the growing Perth settlement in the 1800s, he ended up owning his own flour mill. The profits were channelled 
through to the vulnerable and needy, with the Swan Boys’ Orphanage and the Parkerville orphanage being favoured 
by Walter later in his life. I think it is very fitting that our suburb of Padbury got its name from such a kind and 
generous person. This spirit of generosity and giving very much continues with the current residents of this suburb. 
I have personally never lived in a suburb that is so community-minded and one where individuals are so willing 
to help each other out. 
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I recently posted on a community forum to get feedback from local residents about what they love most about their 
suburb. Overwhelmingly, the response was what a unique community they had. I know people in every suburb say 
that about their suburb, but please indulge me by allowing me to share some of their thoughts. Firstly, there are 
the businesses. We have a thriving community of quality and tireless small businesses contributing to our local 
community. Just to name a few, there is Alex Junior, the local coffee shop; Urban Go, a new deli; the Padbury florist; 
Padbury Pizza; and, of course, Padbury pharmacy. All these businesses are used frequently by local residents. We 
know the business owners’ names and they know our names. Countless new initiatives are being driven by these 
businesses and other local community members. 
Like most suburbs, we have the Padbury Community Facebook group. I am on many of the forums within my 
electorate, but this one definitely has a very positive and uplifting touch. I want to give a huge shout-out to some 
groups in particular that have really fostered the sense of community in Padbury. Firstly, there is a group of local 
men called Dadbury. These are selfless people — 
Ms M.M. Quirk: That’s a bit of a dad joke in itself! 
Ms C.M. COLLINS: Never too soon for a dad joke! Dadbury is a group of selfless men who go to the aid of those 
in need and drive really creative projects throughout the suburb. Their leader is Mike Maxted. Every group needs 
a strong leader to drive these initiatives. Since I first met him back in 2020 he has had many, but just recently one 
I thought I would recognise is the decision of Dadbury to engage with an artist named James Giddy. Dadbury 
employed this artist to paint what was a very dull wall in the Padbury shopping complex. This artist painted beautiful 
murals depicting two massive and colourful lorikeets perched on a gum tree. This very much depicts the local flora 
and fauna. Another group I thought I would mention is Padbury Super Women, a Facebook group started by a lady 
named Karen Slater. Karen Slater is one of the most selfless women I have ever met. Just like Dadbury, this group 
of women take the opportunity to reach out to people who might need help in the community and they are there for 
them in an instant. Likewise, the Padbury Community Garden is a team of people with a vision for a more sustainable 
community. Hopefully, soon we will also have the Padbury street pantry.  
I am very proud to have delivered $12 000 in tools and equipment to the Dadbury group during the election so that 
it can continue its amazing work in our suburb.  
Around 30 per cent of Padbury residents are now aged 25 to 45 years as the area experiences a boom in the growth 
of young families. There are over 2 500 families in Padbury, and it is important that we invest to meet their needs. 
To achieve this, I have been working with the Western Australian state government, which has been heavily 
investing in this suburb. Some of the more notable works in the last two years have included a nature playground 
for South Padbury Primary School, a playground for Bambara Primary School and works to its assembly area, new 
learning tools for Padbury Primary School and a new nature playground for Padbury Catholic Primary School. Yes; 
there are four primary schools in one tiny suburb! 
Mr J.N. Carey: We’re interested in the Dadbury car wash. 
Ms C.M. COLLINS: Okay. I will tell members more about the Dadbury car wash. To raise funds for great causes 
in our community, the Dadbury group stripped down and did a car wash for the community. It was hilarious. It 
was confronting for some, but it raised lots and lots of funds for good causes. 
I will move on to Beldon. Beldon is a wonderful suburb at the northern tip of the Hillarys electorate. It is quite a new 
suburb. Beldon Primary School opened in 1985 and Belridge Secondary College in 1991, and since then they have 
been going from strength to strength. I delivered on my election commitment for a new nature playground for 
Beldon Education Support Centre, and was delighted to recently visit Beldon Primary School to check out its new 
laptops. These laptops were delivered as part of a $20 000 election commitment that I campaigned for to improve 
the school’s ICT assets. The growing popularity of the area also means that a new car park and crosswalk is necessary 
for the school to ensure parents have a great experience doing the school drop-offs and that kids are supported to 
walk to school in a safe way. 
We are also upgrading local roads in the area. Intersections at Marmion Avenue, Gwendoline Drive and 
Eddystone Avenue have been, or will be in the near future, upgraded to improve access to local shops and schools. 
The McGowan government has brought a period of growth and success to Belridge Secondary College. I want to 
thank the member for Joondalup, who was previously the member representing Beldon in the last government. The 
member for Joondalup oversaw some amazing initiatives, including a sustainable renewable energy virtual power 
plant and a new performing arts centre. I was delighted to recently visit Belridge to try out the new netball courts 
for the school that were delivered as part of the 2021 election campaign. In the last year, during the federal election, 
we also advocated on behalf of the school to receive a well-deserved $87 000 funding package from the Australian 
federal government to add new ICT assets to the school library and another STEM laboratory. 
I now turn to the suburb of Hillarys, where my office is located. The first lonely little beach shack set up on the 
northern coastal bushlands beach in 1930 was constructed by a war veteran named Bertram John Hillary. Hillary 
became the best-known inhabitant on this stretch of the most remote but beautiful coastline, so it was only fitting 
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that the then City of Wanneroo named this area after Bertram John Hillary in 1971. Present-day residents share 
Bertram John Hillary’s industrious nature and love of the pristine coastline. When I ask constituents what they love 
most about Hillarys, I immediately hear comments about the sea breeze, the coastal parks, the great dog beach and 
the friendly and safe neighbourhood. 
I am very proud to have worked closely with the dedicated traders group at Hillarys Boat Harbour, which has had 
a lot of initiatives to stimulate tourism and activate the retail and hospitality spots there. 
In addition to the mobile hoon cameras that we delivered to try to keep the area safe from precarious driving, I would 
also like to thank the Minister for Transport for her incredible work supporting an expanded CCTV network at the 
harbour to improve safety. 
Community spirit is also a winner, with the ageing facilities of the nearby Sorrento Surf Lifesaving Club receiving 
over $8 million in state government support to redevelop its base of operations. This group will work to support 
and develop beach safety for many decades to come. I was delighted to host the Premier last year at Whitford Public 
Library, where we read to the kids, and the Whitford Senior Citizens Centre, where we engaged in a game of doubles 
ping-pong with the seniors. Right now, Hillarys is benefiting from an incredible amount of state government 
investment. Two fantastic public educational institutions will be getting rebuilds—Hillarys Primary School and, in 
the member for Carine’s neighbouring electorate, Duncraig Senior High School, which services Hillarys and Padbury. 
Work is well underway at Hillarys Primary School where a $20 million investment will deliver new administration 
and staff facilities, two kindergarten classrooms, new general learning areas and increased parking for staff and 
parents. Duncraig Senior High School is racing up the league tables and becoming one of the top public high 
schools in the northern suburbs. We are investing to expand on its success with over $32 million to accommodate 
a further 550 students. 
I move on now to Craigie, a suburb with a median age of just 35 years. I know this especially, not just from the 
census, but when doorknocking on the weekend, as every single person who answered the door was younger than 
me! We have over 2 000 families in the area, and Craigie is a slice of heaven for young families. Families are English, 
Irish, Scottish and Italian—mostly UK migrants, though—in search of opportunity and a renowned outdoor 
lifestyle. The local coffee shop, Roma Republic, is very popular amongst local residents. One constituent, whose 
home has been Craigie for 32 years, said to me that she loves the natural dune scapes and the parks with the tuart 
trees. She said — 

… the community is a friendly one. We are spoiled for choice for shops, services and public transport. 
The best thing of all is we are close to the beach and the sea breeze. 

Much has changed since the days when the nearby Water Corporation’s plant was created and there was an infamous 
stink, dubbed the “Craigie pong”. These days a multimillion-dollar burner infrastructure and sophisticated cultivated 
bacteria means that the entire area smells beautiful, while adjoining bushland gives Craigie the feel of a country town 
in the heart of the northern suburbs. The Coral Street entry is one of the most frequently used entries into Craigie 
for the busy traffic of Marmion Avenue. The McGowan government is investing half a million dollars to improve 
this intersection and to guarantee a safer, more orderly commute for residents. I am also delighted to have delivered 
$2.9 million in state government funding towards the exciting expansion of the Craigie Leisure Centre. One of the 
great pleasures of living near Craigie is going for a swim at this centre, and another pleasure is enjoying a glass of 
white wine or a pint of beer at the Craigie Tavern, the quintessential Western Australian pub. This is the perfect 
reward after an extensive doorknocking hike up and down Craigie’s hilly streets. 
Local schools are receiving great support from the government. Craigie Heights Primary School has benefited 
from a new science laboratory, a yarning circle, a bush tucker garden and improved outdoor landscaping, while 
Whitford Catholic Primary School has benefited from new science equipment to instil the passion of science, 
technology, engineering and maths into kids to last a lifetime. 
I now move on to Kallaroo. In the Noongar language, Kallaroo means “road to water”. This evokes memories of 
descending west down Northshore Avenue to see the large green dunes rising over the horizon to signal the end of 
the suburbs and the start of the beach. It is a popular site for cyclists, with many hobbyists favouring the dual-use 
pathways zigzagging down the northern coastline. We are investing in the Hillarys cycle network expansion to 
activate 10 kilometres of track set in one of the most beautiful parts of the state for cyclists and pedestrians alike. 
I recently took the Minister for Environment to see the fantastic work being undertaken by the Friends of Hillarys 
and Kallaroo Foreshore. This group recently planted over 300 seedlings to regenerate damaged areas. I was proud 
to deliver funding to this group for new equipment to help plant natives and rehabilitate the dunes, providing 
a habitat for native animals and ensuring that our coastline remains beautiful. The minister and I were very lucky 
to join the coordinators in getting our hands dirty to plant some new summer-scented wattles. 
Springfield Primary School, a local school in the heart of Kallaroo, is expanding rapidly. A $15 million redevelopment 
will allow the campus to accommodate nearly 400 students with a brand new library, assembly area, new classrooms 
and administration facilities. 
[Member’s time extended.] 



 [ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 16 February 2023] 425 

 

Ms C.M. COLLINS: When it comes to a sense of community, the North Shore Community Hub in Kallaroo is 
unmatched. Whether it is a sunset performance from the Joondalup Symphony Orchestra or fast-paced games of 
pickleball or tennis, it has been excelling in recent years for creating a venue that is open to all. I am proud to have 
assisted the hub with new equipment, and I look forward to supporting the board with its exciting plans to develop 
North Shore even further. 

Kallaroo has been very lucky to benefit from an engaged and energised residents’ association. The leadership 
team, including Fay Gilbert, Malcolm Smeal and Andy Stewart, have a superb knowledge of their local community 
and identify opportunities to make people’s lives better. I know that maintaining an active residents’ group takes 
a lot of work, and I would like to thank them. 

Finally, I wish to speak about Mullaloo. In 1919, the state government recorded the Noongar name for this stretch 
of coastline as Mullaloo, listed then as meaning “the place of the rat-kangaroo”. Although we can still get a glimpse 
of the natural flora and fauna of the area at Periwinkle Bushland or Korella Park, most now know Mullaloo for its 
beaches. Today, Mullaloo is better known for hosting the Mullaloo Surf Club, the Mullaloo Beach Hotel and huge 
numbers of visitors at the always-popular Tom Simpson Park. 

Every year, I host my Christmas barbecue in Mullaloo, simply because I know that everyone in the electorate is 
happy for an excuse to get down to Mullaloo Beach. The surf club has done a great job of documenting the history 
of this eternally popular beach, with incredible photos from the 1950s of tin shacks built amongst the remote hidden 
valleys between pristine, towering coastal dunes. Today we would be hard-pressed to find a flimsy tin shack in 
Mullaloo, as around 1 800 families have made it their forever home. 

I have been proud to do my small part to assist Mullaloo families. Mullaloo Heights Primary School has received 
state government funding for a new nature playground and other learning aids. With state government funding, 
Mullaloo Community Kindergarten recently had new solar panels installed to help bring down its energy bills so 
that there can be greater investment in opportunities for the kids. The area is home to the Oceanside Little Athletics 
Club, which instils a lifelong love of athletic excellence and physical exercise for kids all over the northern suburbs. 

I will finish here. This was just a brief outline of some of the incredible things going on in the six suburbs of the 
Hillarys electorate. I commend the government and the Premier for the great work they have been doing. 

MS E.L. HAMILTON (Joondalup) [4.32 pm]: I rise today to make a contribution to the Premier’s Statement as 
we begin our 2023 parliamentary sitting year. I took some time to reflect that 2023 marks six years in office for the 
McGowan Labor government, including me as the member for Joondalup. I am part of an incredible team supporting 
all Western Australians. 

Joondalup is still a young city, but it is maturing, and that has never been more true than right now. Along with 
significant state government investment, Joondalup is now being recognised as a leader in innovation and emerging 
technologies and industries and is already a global leader in cybersecurity. Innovation is a broad term that covers 
many fields. It requires connectedness, collaboration, imagination and a desire to invest in technologies to solve 
complex problems. I see this as an immense opportunity for Joondalup.  

Already located in and around Joondalup are Joondalup Health Campus; our learning precinct; significant transport 
links, including our electric CAT bus; and a growing local economy that is supporting startups and entrepreneurs. 
There is investment in robotics, automation and medical research. It also provides opportunity for not only the 
local residents who call Joondalup home, but also the small businesses that are contributing to the local economy; 
the educational institutions that are upskilling people from all corners of the world in Edith Cowan University, 
North Metropolitan TAFE and the College of Electrical Training; and the Western Australia Police Academy, which 
is training and upskilling the Western Australia Police Force. 

The McGowan government has recognised the importance of Joondalup as the city centre servicing our rapidly 
growing northern corridor. We have seen significant investment by our state government in a number of major 
projects. Many infrastructure projects are well underway, such as our new Ocean Reef Marina, the expansion of 
Joondalup Health Campus, the extension of the Yanchep rail line as part of Metronet, and upgrades to our local 
schools, including a $5 million sports hall at Ocean Reef Senior High School. Works are just beginning on our 
plan to transform Yellagonga Regional Park into the Kings Park of the north. For us in Joondalup, it means a new 
seven-kilometre mountain bike trail on the shore of Yellagonga. Later this month, I will join the Premier for the sod 
turning of North Metropolitan TAFE’s new $20.4 million automotive workshop at Joondalup’s Kendrew campus, 
which will cater for emerging communications and IT technology in new vehicles, including drones. 

Locally, the work being done in Joondalup in cybersecurity is where I wanted to begin my contribution. From 
a statewide perspective, we need to continue to diversify our state’s economy. It makes sense to continue to grow 
our digital economy, support our cyber capabilities and invest in the global workforce. At a practical level for our 
community, it is about how both individuals and businesses can protect themselves from data breaches, fraud and 
cybercrimes. Here in Joondalup, we are lucky to have a powerhouse collaboration between ECU, North Metropolitan 
TAFE and the AustCyber team based at the Joondalup Innovation Hub. This dynamic relationship delivers exceptional 
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training for our global cyber workforce—a hub that is set to become one of the world’s leading centres in the fight 
against cybercrime. Strengthening collaboration between the tertiary, vocational and secondary education sector is 
an exciting prospect as we now look to the jobs of the future. 
As we head into 2023 in a post-COVID-19 world, it is very clear that the world has changed in many ways. We have 
embraced the advancement of technology, and the participation and engagement of individuals and businesses 
with these technological changes is an increasing global trend. 
Australia-wide, ECU Joondalup is educating 20 per cent of the nation’s cybersecurity students, which equates to 
around 1 300 students annually. This number has grown rapidly. In 2016, just 260 students were participating in these 
courses. In 2019, that number had grown to 1 000 students. At North Metropolitan TAFE, the cybersecurity course 
is fully enrolled, with 200 students studying this semester. 
We often talk about the jobs of the future, which I have done since taking office. Now we are seeing these jobs of 
the future becoming a reality. Nationally, there will be a skills shortage of around 30 000 cybersecurity specialists 
over the next four years, although it is suggested that this figure is quite an underestimation. Joondalup is well 
positioned to continue to grow our involvement in addressing this skills shortage. Our government has already 
invested in the Joondalup Innovation Hub, in particular with a $356 000 investment at North Metropolitan TAFE 
in 2019, which supported the creation of the Cyber Security Operations Centre at the Kendrew campus. This 
infrastructure includes facilities such as a hacker room, a defender room and a control room. It is where students 
and experienced teams alike work to protect and develop Australian interests across multiple sectors in WA, including 
mining, oil and gas, agriculture, freight and logistics, defence, and information technology. I am now seeing a strong 
collaboration with our local high schools, with paths provided for students at school to begin TAFE certificate courses 
in the cyber industry, as well as creating avenues to further vocational or tertiary education at our excellent facilities 
in Joondalup. This relationship that is being nurtured really sets Joondalup apart, and as a leader. There is strong 
collaboration for a young person in their chosen field from school to TAFE and university should they choose. It 
really does make sense. 
In September last year, Australia was hit by the Optus cyber attack. Over 10 million Australians had their personal 
information and data stolen. Some experts have suggested that it was the worst data breach in Australia’s history. 
As members can expect, people were angry and frustrated, wondering how this could occur. We could say it was 
a pivotal moment when the reality of cyber attacks became front of mind for millions of Australians. Unfortunately, 
we know that this is not a new phenomenon and that we need to take this threat seriously. Individuals need to 
become more aware of the challenges that can be faced when interacting online. It has meant that businesses need 
to take the time to understand and invest in cybersecurity measures. It has also highlighted the need to ensure that 
we have the workforce that is able to assist and support the cybersecurity industry. We are well equipped to do 
that, thanks to cybersecurity being one of the flagship courses at North Metropolitan TAFE, with the program at 
full enrolment capacity, as I mentioned earlier. Last year, the college won the Australian Information Security 
Association’s best STEM promoter of the year award at the association’s cybersecurity awards. This is an incredible 
achievement, which is further evidenced by students enrolled in this course being recognised on the national and 
even global stage. Noteworthy student achievements include Ben Armstrong winning a medallion for excellence 
and fifth place overall in the cybersecurity competition at the international WorldSkills event in South Korea. 
Odaya Amsellem was awarded tertiary student of the year at the Australian Information Security Association’s 
cybersecurity awards, and Kai Baharthah-King was recognised and awarded as runner-up tertiary student of the 
year at the same event. These are incredible results for our students, and the quality of education and training in 
the cybersecurity industry is only set to rise, with North Metropolitan TAFE recently announcing the official launch 
of its cybersecurity industry pathway program alongside its Joondalup learning precinct partners, the City of 
Joondalup and Edith Cowan University. 
Just this week, I attended an insightful event hosted by North Metro TAFE, the City of Joondalup and the 
WA AustCyber Innovation Hub—the “Securing your Future: Cyber Careers” chat with Rob Lee. Rob is an international 
cybersecurity expert and gave his time to talk to key industry representatives and university and TAFE students at 
different stages of their study and, most importantly, year 11 and 12 students from our secondary schools. 
What is now being worked on locally is a program that will create a unique pathway linking TAFE and secondary 
school students with paid industry employment and advanced entry into university. Students will work to complete 
their first certificate III in information technology, cybersecurity, whilst in school, and upon graduation, students 
will continue to study with North Metro TAFE, where they will complete three qualifications—a certificate IV 
and advanced diplomas, over two and a half years—whilst also participating in a paid workplace learning position 
with a host employer. Students will then receive recognition of prior learning, allowing them to save the first year 
and a half of ECU’s three-year Bachelor of Science degree in cybersecurity. With our government’s investment in 
TAFE through the Free in ’23 initiative, the first qualification in this pathway can be completed fee free, making this 
a very affordable pathway into university and the cybersecurity industry. I have been working with Glenn Murray, 
a local cybersecurity expert, and at the end of last year made an introduction to one of our local high school principals. 
I am looking forward to watching this relationship flourish. 
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Robotics and automation are two of the more especially important innovative areas of development for our state 
and are highly relevant on a global scale. Western Australia is already a key player in the global market for these 
technologies due to the important role that mining and resources play within our economy. These technologies, 
however, are forecast to play a huge role within additional key industries, such as agriculture, space, defence, 
logistics, construction, advanced manufacturing and the education sector. Joondalup offers a strong foundation to 
support Western Australia’s position as a world leader in automation and robotics and envisions itself at the centre 
of the development and innovation of these technologies, with the Australian automation and robotics Joondalup 
precinct under construction. It will form one of the biggest test facilities of its kind in the world, well equipped 
with specialist infrastructure and research and development facilities. 
Our government’s significant investment and commitment to the expansion of investment in medical research in 
Joondalup is also very clear. Just this week, we saw the launch of our future health research and innovation fund. 
Joondalup Health Campus is a major facilitator of advanced medical research, with a focus on drawing research 
investment and facilities to the Joondalup CBD. Last year, the campus appointed a world-renowned professor of 
paediatrics and co-founder of the Origins Project, Professor Desiree Silva, as director of research at Joondalup Health 
Campus. This is the first time an individual has been appointed to a role that seeks to support the health campus to 
embed new and emerging research into clinical practice. Last year, 23 clinical trials took place at the campus, with 
more than 150 research projects facilitated involving more than 2 500 patients spread across more than 20 specialties. 
Joondalup is a world-renowned centre for medical research, and last year two more medical research organisations 
established offices locally. The Linear Joondalup Early Phase Clinic was opened in August last year. It is 
a Western Australian not-for-profit organisation, historically engaged in clinical trials of global importance, and 
its new Joondalup facility is one of the most advanced clinical trial centres in the entire Asia-Pacific region. The 
facility will be conducting early phase clinical trials, including first-in-human drug-to-drug interaction and vaccine 
and biosimilar trials. The new cutting-edge Joondalup facility was supported with an allocation of $2.25 million 
from the McGowan government’s future health research innovation fund. 
Providing the latest in medical research and innovation is a focus for a number of other organisations in Joondalup. 
This includes the Telethon Kids Institute, which opened its second site in Edgewater. The site is home to CliniKids 
and the Origins Project. At the end of last year, I visited the new location and met with Leah from CliniKids and 
Alexis from the Origins Project to hear firsthand about the work they are undertaking and the support they are 
providing to WA families. CliniKids clinics provide cutting-edge therapies and support for children on the autism 
spectrum, as well as their families. Led by Professor Andrew Whitehouse, CliniKids puts research into practice to 
provide families with tailored supports and evidence-based therapies, cutting the time between new research 
outcomes and their use in clinical practice. Outcomes from the research and clinical work of the CliniKids clinic 
is being shared with local schools that have been offered training in cutting-edge therapies to support members of 
their school community. 
The Telethon Kids Institute receives funding from Telethon, which our WA community has generously supported 
throughout the years. The 2022 Telethon netted more than $71 million in donations—the largest amount in Telethon’s 
history. This included a donation of $11 million from the McGowan government. Telethon has been a cornerstone 
of the WA community since 1968, and the total of donations to Telethon over its lifetime now amounts to over 
$500 million. The generous donations of the WA community support continued medical and therapeutic research 
across a wide range of fields, and the work completed by the Telethon Kids Institute is cited by academics, researchers 
and medical professionals across the globe. 
The Origins Project is a collaboration between Joondalup Health Campus and the Telethon Kids Institute, forming 
the largest study of children from their time in the womb to the age of five years. It is well renowned in the northern 
suburbs and more broadly. The project has been underway for over a decade to improve child health and early 
intervention planning. The site is home to the paediatric services of the Origins Project, while antenatal newborn 
research will continue to take place at Joondalup Health Campus. The project is collecting detailed information on 
how a child’s early environment, their parents’ physical health, and genetics influence the risk of a wide range of 
diseases and conditions such as asthma, eczema, food allergies, hay fever, diabetes, obesity and neurodevelopmental 
challenges. The Origins Project is a unique study, the largest of its kind in Australia, and it not only provides data 
for research but is also a valued support for new families in our community. I anticipate that the massive amounts 
of data collected by the study will be of great use in research around the world, and it is great that Joondalup will 
now be part of that global story. The outcomes of this vital research being undertaken in Joondalup are already 
making real differences in patient care. I am told that it can take upwards of a decade for the outcomes of medical 
research to be realised in the treatment of patients, and this concerted effort by Joondalup Health Campus will 
dramatically reduce that time, resulting in better health outcomes for patients across WA and more broadly. 
Any conversation that is looking at creating jobs in innovative new industries like we have been links intricately 
with the necessary training required to upskill and train the workforce that will be needed. TAFE and training 
remain a key priority of this government and our Joondalup community. Locally, the most recent investment 
has seen construction starting on a new $20.4 million specialist light automotive trade training workshop at 
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North Metropolitan TAFE. The facility will cater for emerging communication and IT technology in new vehicles, 
including drones. This Labor government has seen record participation in TAFE, traineeships and apprenticeships 
due to our focus on providing quality, affordable training to our entire WA community. Our Lower Fees, Local 
Skills program is keeping TAFE fees affordable for working families, and a variety of fee-free courses means that 
it has never been easier to pick up a new skill or change industries in the increasingly dynamic world we face. 
It used to be said that we could expect to work two or three jobs in our lives. Now, for a teenager like my daughter, 
Mya, or my son, Ryan, that is now more like 10 possible careers. It is pleasing to see the McGowan government 
join the National Skills Agreement that will deliver funding for over 100 fee-free qualifications and short courses 
in 2023 as part of the Free in ’23 initiative helping to reskill and upskill Western Australians in a range of priority 
sectors. Importantly for Joondalup, this also includes courses in cybersecurity. 
All work on future job opportunities starts at school, and that is why it is so important that we continue to invest 
in our schools, ensuring that our kids are equipped in experiencing the environment and tools for the jobs of the 
future. The funds are being delivered through a wide range of projects to support WA kids as they learn and grow. 
Ocean Reef Senior High School will benefit from a new $5 million sports hall currently being constructed on site. 
When completed, the sports hall will provide much greater flexibility in delivering physical education. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms E.L. HAMILTON: We have also seen $1.5 million of upgrades to the early childhood block and play space 
at Heathridge Primary School, $650 000 for parking and access upgrades at the two Joondalup primary schools, 
and $390 000 for resurfaced basketball courts at Beaumaris Primary School. 
The schools in Joondalup electorate are leaders in renewable energy and sustainability. Last year I joined in the 
planting of urban forests at Edgewater and Poseidon Primary Schools. The forests are planted using the Miyawaki 
method, which emphasises small, densely planted communities of Indigenous plant species. These projects link to 
the school curriculum, with students taking forest measurements to track their impact while learning about climate 
change and urban biodiversity. Dr Grey Coupland from the Harry Butler Institute at Murdoch University conducts 
this outreach program, partnering with Carbon Positive Australia, empowering students to become citizen scientists. 
Edgewater Primary School began revegetating its school grounds in 2021 in a project called the Living Edge. Parents, 
students and community members planted 800 native plants. The aim of this venture is to improve the mental health 
and wellbeing of the school community. A number of primary schools in the electorate have planted bush tucker, 
sensory and vegetable gardens. Edgewater Primary School is also a recipient of our government’s $44.6 million 
schools clean energy technology fund, and the new solar panels are sure to reduce energy costs and provide real-life 
learning opportunities for students. 
Every public school, primary and secondary, is benefiting from our government’s investment in STEM facilities 
and resources. Classrooms have already been converted into science labs at Beaumaris, Ocean Reef, Connolly, 
Edgewater, and Joondalup Primary Schools. Heathridge, Eddystone, and Poseidon Primary Schools have all received 
funding for new science labs. Funding of $1 million has also been delivered to Ocean Reef Senior High School for 
a STEM classroom upgrade. This raft of investments ensures that Joondalup students can receive a STEM education 
in high-quality facilities, from primary school right the way through. This is very important for an innovation centre 
such as Joondalup, where we are creating the jobs of the future in emerging and innovative fields, including, but 
not limited to, cybersecurity and digital technology, for which a well-rounded set of STEM skills is vital. 
I will take a moment to mention a wonderful organisation that has been supporting our school community, not 
only in Joondalup, but also more broadly across WA. In any contribution that I make on our wonderful electorate, 
recognising these wonderful community organisations is very important. The back-to-school period can be very 
stressful for any parent, guardian or carer, but we know that for some of the most vulnerable in our community it 
can be an incredibly difficult time. This is particularly true for those impacted by hardship, such as homelessness, 
domestic violence, poverty, natural disaster or financial hardship, who want to ensure that their children receive 
the best possible start at school. That is why the work of local community organisations such as Dandelions WA is 
so important. This year, Dandelions WA ran its back-to-school campaign. As a result, it received requests for over 
6 600 “Dandi-bags” that contain the basic school essentials like stationery, hats and water bottles. Requests came 
from across WA, from Esperance to Perth and up to the Kimberley. It was a marathon effort for volunteers Jan, 
Vicky and their team of over 100 volunteers, but they packed all 6 600 bags in time for the start of school. For 
some WA kids, this has meant that they can attend school with new supplies for the very first time. Dandelions WA 
was founded in my electorate through the work of Jan and her wonderful dedicated team of volunteers. Supporting 
them has been a priority for me. Last year I invited Jan and Vicky to visit Parliament House to address my 
colleagues, including many in the chamber today, about Dandelions’ work in our community. I would like to thank 
former Minister for Education and Training Sue Ellery, who backed the initiative. I look forward to introducing 
our new Minister for Education to the team shortly. I would like to thank all my parliamentary colleagues who 
have been supportive of the mission of Dandelions WA—which is spreading kindness and growing hope—and its 
back-to-school campaign, including many members who personally purchased and delivered “Dandi-bags” on 
behalf of the Dandelions team. 
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I want to conclude my contribution today by highlighting a magnificent event that took place in Joondalup just 
last week. Last weekend, Joondalup hosted the opening of the 2023 Perth Festival with Djoondal, a premiere 
event bringing people together for a light and drone show at the shore of Lake Joondalup in the heart of 
Yellagonga Regional Park. My daughter and I attended the Friday evening event, enjoying wonderful hospitality, 
being part of a yarning circle and cultural experience. Headed by Noongar theatre maker Ian Wilkes, the show was 
a combination of storytelling and cutting-edge technology, and there was a strong and powerful message intertwined 
with the light and drone spectacular. Pinar’s tree, quite a prominent and significant tree along Lake Joondalup, 
was used to model Djoondal, the woman who, with her long white hair, collected spirit children who walked the 
earth then flicked them into the cosmos, birthing the Milky Way and Lake Joondalup. Her name forms the basis of 
Joondalup. Importantly, the event focused on the need to progress with Closing the Gap and to empower Indigenous 
Australians to use over 60 000 years of knowledge to help address the issues facing us. Attendance from both local 
residents and those who travelled to view the show was wonderful, and I would like to congratulate all involved, 
including illustrator Rubeun Yorkshire and lighting designer Chloe Ogilvie, on the wonderful three-day event. 
I also congratulate the executive director, Nathan Bennett, and artistic director, Iain Grandage. In recent years, the 
Perth Festival has opened the program with a retelling of Indigenous stories from across our city. I would like to 
commend Perth Festival for this, and encourage the telling of more Indigenous stories from all over Perth as part 
of future events. 
There is a lot to look forward to in Joondalup as our community continues to engage and innovate. I am looking 
forward to seeing our students participate with the numerous world-class cyber opportunities that are emerging 
within our secondary, vocational and tertiary education providers here in Joondalup. As a future global workforce 
within this industry, I am eager to see the continued collaboration with and investment into our students, as well 
as the infrastructure that enables these Australians to become world leaders in innovation. Over the past few years 
we have gone through a once-in-a-century pandemic, had two natural disasters in WA and had state and federal 
election campaigns, both of which firmly reinforced the Western Australian public’s confidence in our WA Labor 
team. As the local member, it is important for me to hear from our community and I was out and about last year, 
chatting to locals whenever I could, be that at their doors, on the phones, at one of the number of mobile or open 
offices that I held at local parks, at coffee shops or after-hours in my office, at a community forum or a workshop. 
I want to thank everyone who has shared their views with me. A big thanks to my amazing team of volunteers who 
help me share information by letterboxing, calling, being out in the community and volunteering in my office. 
I am very grateful for your support. I very much look forward to continuing to work for our Joondalup community 
over what I am sure will be an awesome 2023.  
Debate adjourned, on motion by Ms C.M. Rowe. 

House adjourned at 4.58 pm 
__________ 
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